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WOOD F FALLS 
PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
MONDAY, APRIL V 1796. 


Lt Canal, and Minfileld- Incloſure Bills repotted, 
and ordered to be engroſſed. 

Haughton Regis Moulden, Ridgemont, and Dirt 
incloſure, North Level drainage, and Egerton's eftate — 
were read a third time, and p ed. 

A petition was preſented againſt Barwick Indefurs; nd 
referred to a conitnittee on the Bill, with counſel. 
NOTICES OF MOTIONS, 


Mr. Francis gave notice, that on Monday next he would 
ſubmit a motion reſpecting the ſituation of the flaves in the 
Weſt India colonies. When, previous to the receſs, he had 
ſignified his intention of introducing ſuch a propoſition, he en- 
tertained ideas that it might be diſpenſed with; no citcum- 
ſtance bad, however, fince occurred to induce him to decline 
it. 

General Smith moved, that the order of the da a a mo- 
tion relative to the erection and expences of barracks, of which 
he had given notice be diſcharged. This upon the queſtion 
being put was agreed to, and the motion was fixed for r b 
Bk inſtant... . 

Mr. range preſented a petition from the cutting re- 
= butchers, of London, Weſtminſter, and Southwark, 
ſtating the difadyantages they labour under in conſequence of 

EIS — practiſed upon them by ſoreſtallers and monopo- 
lizers. By ſuch combinations, they were precluded the bene- 
its of fair and open markets; and obliged in conſequence to 
make dear charges, to the hardſhip of the poor and people. at 
at large. Mr. Mainwarin faid, he wiſhed gentlemen would 
conſider ine ſubject maturely, and, therefore, he would then 
move, that jt lie on the table.“ On ſome future day he 
Vor. IV. 1796. 3 would 
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would move that it be refcrred to a committee. The petition 
was ordered to lie on the table. 8-14 1391 

General Smith moved, „That an humble addreſs be pre- 
ſented to his Majefty, praying that he would be graciouſly 
pleaſed to direct, that a copy of the proceedings of the late 
court- martial, holden on Colonel Cawthorne, a member of 
Houſe, ſhould be laid on/the table.“. e 07 

' The'addrefs was ordered to be prepared, and preſented &c. 

Mr. Lechmere having moved, that. the order of the day for 
the Houſe reſolving itſelf into a committee on the high price 
of corn be diſcharged, and that the order be fixed for Ihurſ- 
day ſe'nnight, which was agreed to; gave notice that on that 
dav he would ſubmit a motion to the . Houſe on the high price 
of corn, and the adulteration of flour. r 
Ie Chancellor of the Exchequer moved, that the order df 
the day ſor the 3d reading of the legacy Bill be diſcharged, 
and the ſame having been agreed to, he moved a new order 
for its third reading the next day. | | | 

- Adjourned, 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. Nn 
Tuegspay, April 5. 
Tamar navigation Bill was read a third time and paſſed. 1 
IK Wo, " SHADWELL'S DIVORCE BILL. 4. 
be Houſe reſolved itſelf into a committee upon this Bill. 
Mr. Graham, as counſel for Mr. Shadwell, having Rated the 


facts of the caſe, called witnefles to prove the adultery. Afe 
ter which the Bill went through a committee. | 
e LEGACY BILL. | | 
The order of the day for the third reading of the Bill being 
read, | 22 
Mr. Alderman Newnham ſaid, ſome amendments had been 
made in this Bill, but as they were merely of a verbal nature, 
his objections to it remained entire. He did not think it ne- 


ceſſary to teſtate all the arguments which uon a former occ- 


ſion, he had taken the liberty to ſuggeſt againſt che Bill, be- 
cauſe, if the general ſenſe of the Houſe was in favour of 
the Bill, he was conſcious that he could not induce them to 
change tneir ſentiments, He begged gentlemen, however, 
to:conſig-r how very oppreſſively the act might in fome caſes 
operate. By a ſucceſſion. ot deaths in a family, it ntight fo 
happen that the ſame property might be taxed five or ſix times 


in a year. In caſes of officers in tropical climates, where 
RAY WE as ah * 


. * : 
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they ell faſter by epidemical diforders than by the ſword of 
the enemy, the wh-1- of their property might be ſwallowed 
up by this tax. If this bill paſſed, however, fome people 
might think this the beſt country in the world to ve in, it 
certainly would be the worſt to die in; he ſhould therefore 
give it every poſſible oppoſition; | | 

Mr. Xa if oppoſed: the Bill. | 
General Smith declared, he found it impoſſible to let the Bill 
pais without his diſlent. He did not, like other gentlemen, ' 
rife to 6bye4 to any particular part of it, but to — jr to the 
principle of it and all its proviſions: If ſuch a Bill had been 
inttoduced, forty. years ago, he was ſure it would not have 
been tolerated; he begged leave to temind the Houſe that 
the cyder exciſe act wis fo extremely and generally offenſive, 
becaaſe it empowered perſons acting under the commithoners 
of exciſe to enter private houſes, and diſcloſe” the ſecrets of 
families; that the miniſter at length gave it up, and the Houſe 
was afterwards obliged to repeal it; and he did not know hy 
the commiſſioners of {ſtamps ſhould poſſeſs ſuch an authority 
any more than the commichoners of exciſe. There were 
ſome things Which ought to be he'd facred, but they would 
be violated by this deteitable tax, which was neither more 
nor leis than the eftabliſhment"of an inquiſition. 

Me. Vor (aid; he did not riſe to trouble” the Houſe with 
any turther obſer yations upon the Bill, which, if he were to 
make, he feared they would be ineffectual ; he ſaſe, as his ho- 
nuurable friend had done, to object to the whole principle of 
it. It was a new principle, which, if followed up, would be, 
extremely dangerous to the intereſts of. ſociety. There was 
one obſervation, however, which he thought it neceſſary to 
offer. He had heard it tated, that this tax on perſonal pro- 
perty would not be juſt, unleſs a tax was ſebicd upon landed 
property alſo, In conſequence of this ſtatement, he ſhould 
move to have the preſent debate adjoutne ] till it was found 
practicable to bring in a Bill to levy a ſiamlar tax upon 
landed property, becauſe; al:hovgh the prineiples of the ty 
Bills were the ſame, he underftoog the proviſions were dif- 
ferent, and therefore, as the proviſions of the other Bill were 
to differ; although it had been found practicable to raiſe 
tax upon the deſcent of perſonal property; to raiſe a tax on lands 
ed property, fright be found Imptaétfeudle. If this po- 
tion were udmitted to be tiue, it wauld be partial aud un- 
fair to ſuffer a tax to be raiſed upon s Bit and not upore 
tde other, and as the Houſe would thereby be put ander ſome 
difficulty, he moved, „ Fhet x motion be made for paming the 
legacy Bill, and a debate atiſing thereupon, that the debate be 

B 2 adjourned 
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adjourned to Tueſday the 19th inſtant.” He appointed that, 
day fortnight, becauſe he ſuppoſed the other Bill was not fo 
far advanced, as to admit of an earlier deciſion. 

Mr. Grey ſeconded the motion. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, he agreed with the 
right honourable gentleman, that the principle upon which 
the two Bills were founded was much the ſame and that if 
this paſſed, it would be very deſirable (if upon inveſtigation 
it ſhould appear practicable) that the principle ſhould be ex- 
tended to real property. He, however, by no means admitted, 
that the Houſe being ſatisfied of the propriety of impoſing a 
tax upon perſonal property, which had, through the medium 
of the preſent Bill, been fully diſcuſſed, ſhould give up a pro- 
ductive tax becauſe the principle could not be extended to 
real property. There was a material difference between theſe 
two ſpecies of property, there were many hurdens upon 
real property from which perſonal property was wholly ex- 
empt ; it was therefore nugatory to ſay one ſhould not be 
taxed without the other. The principle of this Bill was not 
a new one, it had been eſtabliſhed thirteen years; the means 
of enforcing it only were new, and the mode of extending it 
to other ſpecies of property; the principle of this Bill was 
eſtabliſhed by the legacy-tax in 1793) and that had been found 
both practicable and efficient. He ſaw, therefore, no reaſon 
why this Bill, after having been ſo long before the Houſe, and 
having undergone ſo much diſcuſſion, ſhould be any longer 
delayed. The Bill for the tax upon real property would ſoon 
be introduced, and, he hoped, it would appear that its provi- 
ſions were practicable: but if, upon fair inveſtigation, it ſhould 
ſeem impoſſible to extend this principle to real property, he 
ſaw no reaſon why the principle ſhould be gven up in this 
caſe, in which it appeared to be perfectly practicable. 

Mr. Grey ſaid, the right honourable gentleman had juſt 
argued it, as it had been argued upon a former detain. 
that the preſent Bill was confirmed and recorded by the legacy 
tax of 1783. He denied, however, that it had been fo 5 
tioned by parliament. Was there any principle more gene- 
rally acknowledged, he aſked, than that laid down by Adam 
and Smith, in his“ Wealth of Nations,” that “ Any tax on 
the capital of the country is an affliftive tax?” Yet if this 
tax took place, it would be completely a tax upon the capi- 
tal of the country, on that capital which, in the greateſt and 
molt oſtenſible degree, had extended the commerce of Great 
Britain, and increaſed the wealth and power of her empire. 
The legacy-tax was an acknowledged departure from the 

125 principle 
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principle of taxing the capital af the country, and he adviſed 
the right honourable geatſeman not to do the contrary now, 
but at leaſt to entertain ſome prudent regard for the political 
and moral axiom he had juſt tepeated. He 9B or that 
the right honourable gentleman was not authorized by che 
Iegacy-tax to levy a tax of ſuch a nature; the legacy tax left 
the capital unburdened, whereas, by. the preſent Bill, the tax 
would be levied upon the capital alone. He ſtated, for in- 
ſtance, the caſe of a commercial houſe, where, according to 
the legacy-tax, the taxes were paid out of the particula le- 
gacies at che diſcretion of the teſtator, and did not touch the 
capital left in the hands of a reiiduary legatee to. carry on the 
trade; by the tax under conſideration that capital would al- 
ways be dimitiſhed by falling on the .refiduary legatee, 
which no principle could warrant, This might be produc- 
tive, therefore, of much evil. The Bill was alſo hable to 
another objection, for although equal taxes were levied upon 
equal property to make them as equal and impartial as poſ- 
ſible, it might ſo happen that the taxes on one ſpecies.of pro- 
perty may be unequal to the other on account of their being 
paid oftener. He ſaw no principle why the immediate heir 
ſhould not be compelled to pay the tax as well as more re- 
mote ſucceſſors; the right honourable gentleman hed called 
it a tax on ſtrangers, it was, however, in fact, a tax upon the 
capital, and therefore a tax upon all inheritors. 
The Houle divided, 


Ayes (for the Bill) 94 
Mes 10 
Majority 78 


| 7 
The Bill was then read a third time, and paſſed “. 
| DOGS. 

A petition, from the mayor and, aldermen of the city 
Worceſter was preſented for a tax on dogs, which was order= 
ed to be referred to the committee. > 

The Houle then reſolved itſelf into a committee to take. 


into confideration the Leiceſter and Worceſter petitions for 
a tax upon dogs, Mr, Hobart in the chair. 


Mr. Dent roſe to ſtate is own reaſons, and the opinions of 


other people concerning the motion of which ,he-forme:ly bad, 
given notice for a tax on dogs. The object with which he 


* For a copy of this Bill, as ſent vp to the Houle of Lords from the Houſe of | 


Commons, vide Appendix to this volume. 
; brought 


r 
pes + AGRA” * 12 - — 


6 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, [Commens. 


brought forward. this motion was, he ſaid, to produce a con- 
ſiderable revenue to government, and, at the fare time, in 
an eſſential degree, to relieve the diſtreſſes of the induſtrious. 
poor, an object of great importance at this period of ſcarcity, 

if it ſhould be found poſſible to adopt the tax, it would 
poſſeſs one advantrge, which no other tax ever did, viz. that 
it would not only meet with the approbation of the people, 
but that they were deſiious of having it impoſed. 

He mentioned a recent pamphlet upon the hydrophobia ; a 
number of letters which he had received to ſhew thit ſuch a 
tax was not only deſirable but neceſlary on account of the de- 
ſtruction of ſhep by dogs; and laſt, their great conſumption: 
of proviſions. Since 1755 a number. of petitions had been 
preſented to that Hcuſe, praying ſome interference. to pre- 
vent the vaſt increaſe of dogs, which had become objects of 
daily annoyance and ſerious alarm. He calculated the popu- 
lation of the country at ten millions of people, and allowing 
five perſons to every family, at two millions of famites, - Al- 
lowing therefore one dog to every family, which he thought a 
moderate computation, there were two millions of dogs in 
this kingdom. The tax which he intended to ſnggeſt would 
probably cauſe ſuch an annihilation as to reduce trat number 
to one million, and the tax which he ſhould propole would 
be annually half a crown on every dog without diſcrimina- 
tion, except thoſe which ſerve as guides to blind men; it. 
would, therefore, on the calculation he had ſtated produce a 
revenue of 125,000}. a-year. | 

He referred the Houſe to the Mancheſter Philoſophical 
tranſactions, in the ſecond part of the 4th volume of which 
15.000 animals were reckoned to be annually deſtroyed, and 
he believed he ſhould not exaggerate if he reckoned them, at 
50,000. Fiſty-one ſheep, worth 50 guincas, have been wor- 
ried and killed by a dog in Lancaſhire. in one night. A 
clergyman in Devonſhire had tranſmitted him a letter, which - 
gave him an account of a dog that had worried upwards of 
400 ſheep, and though 200 men, with every ſpecics of dogs, 
had afterwards ſet out in ſearch of him, they had not found - 
him yet ( /augh). It was ſtated in evidence upon a trial be- 
fore Lord Chief juſtice Hale, that a dog had been watched, 
and was {cen to kill two ſheep, and afterwards he went into 2 
pond. and waſhed himſelf (a bhbuder laugh). Theſe people 
ſtated this fact to the owner of the dog, who Ciſbe.ieved them, 
becauſe the dag was free from blood, but upon their ſolicita- 
tion the dog was hung up the heels and he voided a conſidera- 

| | able 
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ble quantity, by which means he was found guilty of the ac- 
cuſation. The dogs of poor people were not the only 
that were guilty of this kind of plunder and devaſtation,” for. 
however he valued: his tight honourable friend, he was obliged 
to ſtate that gentlenie.is? | dogs were equally etiminal, ſince a 
dog'ha been obſerved to do the ſame in the geighbourhood of 
Holwoo), and hen ſmne perſons caught him and peruſed his 
collar, they found inſeribed upon it * Right Elmorable $22 
he left the Committee to fill up the blanks. A very loud laugh ). 
The dog however was purdoned out of reſpect to his maſter. 
[ Ansther pral of 1 been, „ With regard to the danger ariſing 
from tac multiplicity of dogs, he had ro-inform the Coramittee 
that thirty-three people Na to the Mancheſter luſirmaty 
in one week with the hydrophobia.. Se far he called on the 
'humanity of the Houſe:to adopt his motion, and he truſted 
that they would be the more iacliney to doit, when he informed 
them that allowing a penny per day for the {904 of ohe million 
of dogs, it amounted annually tv, 4,000,000]. which was 
7 00,7001. more than than al the rates for the aged poor of the 
country, and yet no dog he thought could be kept for leſs 
than a penny per day. By a letier-from-a- gentleman at Kingſ- 
ton upon Fhames he learned that ſhecps heads, ſheeps 
hearts, and plucks, &c. were bought upas offaſ in that vicinity to 
feed dogs, although the poor were glad tu purchuſe ſuch provi- 
ons, and frum his inquiries at twenty different markets he 
learned that in London, people did the lame. He ſaid he was 
credibly infurmed that a ſheep's head with the heart and pluck, 
Kc. would ſubliſt a man and bis Wife, and a couple of children 
two days. One gentleman he had heard of, who: had con- 
tracted with his mealman to fupply his kenne! wich wheat and 
barley flour, oats and moal at gol. per anyum. +. bis might 
be exaggerated, but he knew a gentle man who err 400l. 
per annum, on the ſame articles for his dogs. A pack of 
fox-hounds could not be kept tor lets than 10091. 15001; or 
200o0l. per year, and it was an abſolute fact, that alter à long 
chace, a gentleman rode into à country town with bis fox- 
hounds clamouring with hunger, and every baker's ſhop in the 
town was ranſacked for bread to ſatisy them. Under all theſe 
circumſtances therefore he hoped that the reſolutions which he 
meant to propoſe to the Committee would not be rejected. 

He then moved that a tax of halt a crown a head upon each 
dog ſhould be reſolved on. 

If chat reſolution paſſed he faid, he ſhould afterwards move 
for another tax upon unkennelled hounds, which often ran 
amongit the young corn, and moreover did a great deal - 

mile 
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miſchief'in the night, He mentioned ſome inſtances from the 
reports of the Board of Agriculture. mme. 
Colonel Stanley ſeconded the motion. The queſtion being 
put, „ That it is the opinion of this Committee, that a 8 
of two ſhillings and ſixpence per annum be impoſed on dogs of 
_ defcription.” EY e erat UN Ah 
be Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, he did not think there 
was any thing unreaſonable or improper in laying ſome tax on 
dogs, and therefore he did not expect to hear much ſaid - ox 
it. The Committee, however, he had no doubt, would feel 
it neceſſary to draw a line of diſtinction in this cafe.” Th 
would feel for the owners of ſome dogs, particularly poor 
perſons. It was clear that the poor ſhould not xeep a great 
number of dogs; there were many indigent perſdns never- 
theleſs to whom dogs were uſeful, and to whoſe children and 
family they might afford ſome rational amuſement. Such 
ought to be diſtinguiſhed from the opulent; otherwiſe” the tax 
would juſtly bedeemed ſomewhat harſh. Thetax'itfef he thought 
a juſt one. He thought alfo that the beſt mode of laying on 
the duty would be to charge it a certain ſum for each dog per 
annum on thoſe who kept them; and hefibmitted to the Com« 
mittee whether there ſhould not be a difference in the N 
on thoſe, who pay aſleſſed taxes and the poor cottager. 
did not ſay that if dogs be taxed, that any perſons ſhould be 
allowed to keep dogs without paying for them, but he wiſhed 
to make a diſtinction between the man in eafy circumſtances 
and the poor man. That diſtinction he ſhould propoſe thus: 
Three ſhillings per annum for each dog that ſhall be kept by 
a perſon, who pays any aſſeſſed taxes, and only one fhMing for 
each dog kept by all thoſe who de not pay aſſeſſed taxes. He 
ſaw no reaſon why this tax ſhould be confidered as entirely a 
parochial tax, Neither did he ſee why it hould not, like 
other taxes, be appropriated for the (ervice of the State. The 
ſhilling tax indeed might be well applied entirely to parochial 
Ppurpoles, becauſe it was to be paid by thoſe who are: excuſed 
certain rates by the pariſh, and on that aecount more eaſily 
collected under a parochial regulation, but the remaining two 
thirds of the duty he ſhould propoſe to be brought forward for 
public purpoſes. Theſe diſtinctions might alFof them be can- 
vaſſed when the Bill ſhould be brought before àa Committee of 
the whole Houſe, but he thought*itſeaſonable to make them 
now, becauſe the ſubject might thereby be better underſtood 


than if he had made no diſtinction until the Bill came to be 


diſcuſſed in a Committee. He fhould therefore propoſe an 


amendment to the preſent reſ6lution- That inſtead of x duty 
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of aduty of two. ſhillings and ſixpenoe, there be a duty of three 
ſhillings on each dog, meaning aftefwards topropoſe in a Com- 
mittee on the Bill, that all perſons who do not pay aſſeſſed 
taxes ſhall be'chacgedonly the duty of onefhilling for each dog. 
Ar. Harriſon ſaid, he approved of the original reſolution, 
and condemned the amendment: He thought it was ex- 
tremely wrong that a man who fed a dog ſhould be entitled to 
the poor's rate, It was abſolutely maintaining him for feeding 
bis dog. As to the plan of the Chancellor of the Exchaquer, 
he conceived it to be no more than a new mode of laying an 
additional tax on aſſeſſed houſes. _ * * 
Mr. Burton declared he thought the propoſed tax a good 
one, hut conſidering it more as a regulation of police than 
any thing elſe, and that it was to prevent a continuance of 
that miſchief from too great a number of, dogs, much of which 
had been already felt, be could not aſſent to the diſtinction of 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer. He ſaw no reaſon why the 
dogs kept by the poor Thould be diftinguifhed from others. 
If a poor man kept a dog and received relief from the pariſh, 
the pariſh ſupported his.dog as well as as himſelf, Neither 
did he ſee any good reaſon why a poor man ſhould keep a dog; 
he ſaw many againſt it, Conſidering this meaſure, therefore, 
as a regulation of police, and a good one, he was ready to 
ſupport it, but the miniſter's diſtinction he could not 


ſupport. 

22 Wilberforce faid, he liked the plan of the honourable 
gentleman who brought forward the meaſure, better than that 
of his right honourable friend (Mr. Pitt.) He thought that 
the humanity extended to the poor by the latter, was, in this 
caſe, miſtaken and miſapplied. The true ſpirit of the tax was 
not to take from the purſe of the poor, but to prevent thoſe, 
who were not perfectly able to bear the waſte and expence, 
from keeping dogs. He had been long an enemy to a tax on 
dogs; but he Had lately taken ſome paihs to inquire into the 
batineſs, and he was perſuaded, that, though the hydrophobia 
did not ſo often, as Was generally ſuppoſed, proceed from the 
bite of mad dogs, yet it was ſo often the caſe, that every thing 
ſhould be done that had a tendency to abridge the exceſſive 
number of thoſe animals. It was in doing this, humanity 
would be beſt ſhewn to the poor ; for experience had proved, 
that the ſufferings from canine madneſs were almoſt excluſive - 
ly confined to the por. The higher orders very ſeldom ſuf- 
fered in that way. 


* 


Mr. Lechmere ſaid he had long thougnt that a meaſure of 
the ſort of conſideration was wanted in this country. He 
ruſted that it would be of ſervice to the public at large, and 

TOR e | par- 
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particularly to the poor. at this time, who felt extreme hard- 
ſhips on account of the great ſcarcity of proviſions, Not only 
meat, but other provilions were conſumed by theſe, animals, 
ſome of which were entirely uſeleſs ; ſome ,alſo were not 
only uſeful, but neceſſary, and they ſhould be taxcd at the 
lowelt rate poſüble, ſuch, for inſtance, as belonged to the 
Ibowing wan. With reſpect to gentlemen who kept a ſet of 
fox. hounds, they ought, in his opinion to be compelled to pay 
high for them in proportion to their number, He thought 
alſo, that terriers, pointers, ſetters and all other dogs which 
are vſed for pleaſure hut he was going to ſay that for which 
he {hould be exccrated/by ſome; part ef the faſhionable world 
that ſhould not however deter him; therefore he would 
fay, that ladies lap-dogs were thoſe, of all the. dogs in this 
country that he wiſhed. to be taxed, higheſt ;* they ate the 
meat of a whole faul in a day. It was ſhameful to ſee the 
manner in which they were treated; to ſee an athletic fellow 
fix fect high in a gaudy livery with a couple of lap-doy 
under his arms, walking after a lady through Hyde or A 
James's Park for a whole morning, and following her home 
with ſuch, worthleſs animals to be fed upon the luxury of a 
table, was a diſgtace to this country under its preſent circum- 
itances, If, therefore, any meaſure ſhould be, brought for- 
ward to tax theſe animals highly above all other dogs, it 
ſhould have his-ſupport. 8 | 
Sir Gregory Page Turner, (aid, if ever a tax was popular, 
this he beheved would be jo ; and he felt great ſatisfaction 
that he had been among thoſe who firſt ſuggeſted it. He 
nentioned ſeveral inſtances to ſhew that dogs, multiplied as 
mey now are, were a great nuiſance : they not only killed 
theep, but diſturbed public worſhip: and there were many in 
the Houſe who mult recollect an inſtance of a, dog's breaking 
in on the gravity of that Houſe with a molt indecorous yell, jult 
at the moment a late noble lord (lord Narth) was opening the 
budget; one called out to know what member had interrupted 
the order of the houſe, when the noble lord, with his accuſ- 
tomed quickneſs and good humour, anſwered, it was the mem- 
ber for Bark-ſhire, 1 ee 
, Captain Berkeley declared for one, he approved of the pro- 
poſed tax, r N 
Mr. Dent acquicſced in the amendment propoſcd by the 
miniſter, | N l 1 
The reſolution originally moved was then put and negatived, 
The amendment, © T hat it is the opinion of this Com- 
mittee that a duty not exceeding 38. fer. annum ſhall be im- 
poſed on each dog, &c.?” was put and Carried. pe 
General Smith moved that there be laid before the Hauſe an 
| F account 


* 
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account of all the corn and flour imported into this Kingdom 
in March laſt, intitled to receive bounties on importation, ſpe- 
ciſying the quantities and the names of the ports into which 
they were iinported. | Ordered, 

Mr. Douglas moved the order of the day for the farther 
conſideration of the report of the Bill for regulating the dis- 
cuſſion of controverted elections, which being read the Bill 
was re- committed, and the report was ordered to be received 
on 42 riday next, — — | 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
WEDNESDAY, April 6. 


The Lord Chamberlain (Marquis of Saliſbury). reported 
to the Houſe that directions had been given for laying before 
the Houle. the papers moved for by the Marquis of Lanſdown. 

The ſevera} Bills on the Table were read in their different 
ſtages. 
The conſideration of Chriſtie's Divorce Bill was poſtoned, 
on account of incorrectneſs in the affidavit. 

Couſel were heard on Jones's Divorce Bill, ann ordered to 
proceed. —Adgourned. | 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
" WepwesDAY, April b. 


At four o'clock the Speaker counted the Houſe, and there 
being only thirty-four members preſent, the Houſe adjourned 


till to-morrow, | 
HOUSE OF LORDS. 
TnukspAv, April 7. 
Received ſeveral Bills from the Commons. 


The Earl of Lauderdale (aid, he roſe on behalf of a able 
friend (the Marquis of Lanſdown) who had named that day, as 
the day on which he would ſubmit a motion to their lordſhips 
conſideration. The papers neceſſary ſor that purpoſe, were 
not yet laid upon their lordſhips table, and when they were, 
it would be neceſſary that their lordſhips ſhould have ſufficient 
time to peruſe and examine them. His noble friend was pre- 
pared to bring forward a motion of the greateſt conſequence 
to the country, at that moment. He thought however that 
it would not be ſo well to name any day, at preſent, as to wait 
until the papers were on the table, when his lordſhip would 
better be able to fix upon one that might ſuit the convenience 
of the Houſe. One part of his friend's motion, he begged leave 
to amend, by ſubmitting another in its room—it related to the 
production of certain papers, which, upon inquiry, it was 
tound, would take the officers confiderable time, before op 

C2 would 
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would be able to make, them out. He begged leave therefore 
to move, inſtead, for an addreſs, for the account of the exports 
and imports. to the colonies, for the years 1792, 93, 94, 95, to 
be laid before the Houſe, diſtinguiſhing each year and the 
particular colony. 'T'he motion was accordipgly put and 
agreed to. | | | 
The Earl of Lauderdale ſtated, that he had another motion, 
to which he could not have ſuppoſed there would, have been 
any denial, It was for copies of the contracts with the Eaſt 
India ſhip owners in, the months of September and October 
1795, for tranſports, for the purpoſe of the Welt India ex- 
pedition. , He conceived the produQtion of this paper would 
be neceſſary in the conſideration of his honourable friend's 
motion; at leaſt, it would be neceſſary for him, in the ſup- 
port which he intended to give that motion. It would ſhew 
that enormous and extravagant. as the taxes, and burthened as 
the people were, and extraordinary as the mode of borrowing: 
and applying money was, thoſe contracts were the moſt ex- 
travagant and unparallelled in any war, more fo than thoſe 
even during the American war. His lordſhip mentioned 
the erection of a new Tranſport Board, and commented with 
ſome aſperity on that inſtitution. He faid he had ſome how 
or another underſtood his motion was to be refuſed ; he be- 
lieved it was not common to refuſe the copy of a contract 
when aſked for; nay ne would ſpeak largely, that was, he be- 
lieved the firſt time that ſuch a motion ever had been refuſed. 
He ſtated the importance of the motion to be brought forward 
by his noble friend, and faid it would ſerve to ſhew their 
lordſhips how groſsly the public money was ſquandered in 
the moſt improvident manner, without any thing like effi- 
cier t ſervice in return. 112 
Lord Grenville ſaid, had it happened that the noble Earl 
had given him any intimation of the motion, ſo that he might 
have informed himſelf reſpecting it, he would have looked into 
the paper to have ſeen whether a contract on the ſubject of a 
military expedition ſtill depending, might not on the face of 
it contain ſome intelligence extremely. dangerous and ex- 
tremely. improper to be made publick. At the ſame time be 
could conceive. that ſuch a contract might be every way pro- 
per to be communicated. If it only contained matter of pub- 
lic expence, and that was was required to be produced before 
Parliament, he would be the laſt man to object to its produe- 
tion. Whether the paper aſked for fell under the deſeription 
that he had juſt ſtated, or the preceding one, whether its pro- 
duction would be innocent or hurtful, he was not prepared to 
a | $09 TY lay 
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ſay. With regard to the fort of anticipation of debate, which 
the noble Earl had gone into reſpecting the Tranſport Board, 
and other matters, he would only 4 that he relied with 
conadence on the candout and patience of their lordſhips to 
wait till the debate ſhould come, and then he truſted they 
would decide how far the aſſertions relied on now, were 
founded by the facts and aſſertions they ſhould hear from 
him in anſwer to them, or how far they were ſupported by 
the facts and atguments they ſhould hear from noble lords on 
the other ſide. | 185 n 

The Lari gf Lauderdale in reply ſaid, the noble lord had in 
ſome ſort relieved his anxiety as to his not being able to con- 
ectute what could be the ground on which the papers could 
be denied. He now found that the noble lord conceived 
hat he had not thought about, viz, that a contract might 
contain a ſtate ſecret on the face of it, highly dangerous to be 
made known to that Houſe, although it muſt neceſſarily be 
communicated and made known to ſixteen perſons. He 
maintained that the contract could contain no ſtate ſecret, or it 
was very ill done to truſt it to the ſhip owners ; and as each 
hip had ſixteen, it would very foon be diffuſed pretty widely. 
His lordſhip ſaid he had not done the noble lord or the Board 
who acted under him, or any of his Majeſty's miniſters fo 
much. diſcredit as to imagine that ſuch a reafon could have 
operated a denial of the paper, nor did he believe it had en- 
tered into the imagination of any one of their lordſhips to 
have conjectured ſuch a reafon. It was a degree of folly 
which .he. ſhould never have thought of charging upon mi- 
niſters, . but they brought it upon themſelves. The noble 
Jord would do him the juſtice to admit that he had not been 
detective in uſually communicating to him every motion that 
he brought forward of a political nature. But as the noble 
lord wiſhed to have made himſelf maſter of the ſubject, ſo as 
to examine the contract and ſee whether the matter of it con- 
tained any thing improper to be communicated to the pub- 
lic, he muſt ſuſpend his motion; in the mean time he muſt 
ſay, that he doubted not, if the enquiry came before ſuch an 
allembly as would be ſwayed only by argument and fact, ſuch an 
2ſflembly. as he could depend upon for their independence, and 
tor being under no ipfluence but that which proved aſſertion 
and fair reaſoning, muſt excite, the queſtion of his noble friend, 
muſt be carried; the publick however would hear and learn 
what thoſe aſſertions and hat the nature of the arguments were, 
and they would judge for themſelues on doth. For bia on part 
be had as high an opinion of the integrity of their r 
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the noble lord himſelf, and he truſted the event of that day 
would juſtify his opinion. | 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 


TruRsDaAY, April 7. 


The Aberdeenſhire Canal Bill was read a third time, and 
ordered to be carried to the Lords. 

Lord Stopford communicated his Majeſty's Anſwer to the 
Addreſs of the Houſe, for copies of the proceedings in the 
caſe of Colonel Cawthorne, informing the Houſe that he would 
give directions accordingly. | 

A neu writ was ordered for a member to rwe for the bo- 
rough of Boſſiney, in Cornwall, in the room of Humphrey 
Minchin, Eſq. deceaſed. 

Mr. Pybus one of the lords of the Admiralty, communi- 
cated to the Houſe the warrant for the arreſt of Admiral Corn- 


wallis, in order to his being tried upon certain charges, but 
which had not been put in execution in conſequence of Ad- 


miral Cornwallis paſſing his word of honour to attend. 


The report of the amended Corn Bounty Bill: was taken 


into farther conſideration, and agreed to with certain nee 
ments. 


© HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
PFI DA, April 8. 


The Bill for allowing bounties for a limited time, on the 
importation into Great Britain of any wheat, wheat flour, 
Indian corn, Indian meal or rye, in Britiſh ſhips, was read 
a third time, and paſſed, 

Lord William Bentindk (the Duke of Portland's ſecond 
ſcn) took the oaths and his teat for Camelford. 

Mr. Rider moved for leave to be given to bring in a Bill 
to indemnify thoſe perſons who have acted under the authority 
of the Privy Council, of date the 22d of November laſt, for 
admitting goods into Britiſh ports brought in neutral bottoms. 

The houſe having reſolved itſelf into a committee on the 
Dutch Property Bill, Mr. Ryder propoſed ſeveral reſolutions, 


and the Hodſe being reſumed, the report Was en to be 
received möftonr. 


i] 


"19,1044, COLONEL CAWTHORNE, 


| : Sir: Gberter Morgan brought up a copy of the eroctedings 
of the court- martial upon Colonel Cawthorne, which were 
laid upon the table. 


General 


75 * 8 ed, 
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eneral Sanith moved, that a copy of the articles of charge, 
together with che opinion and ſentence of the gourt contained 
in theſe papers, ſhould be printed, If any of Colonel Caw- 
thorne's friends wiſhed that the whole ſhou!d be printed, he 
had no objection, though he conceived it would be incurring 
a needleſs expence, and an improper waſte of time. 
Lord Tyrconnel moved, that the whole papers ſhould be 

rinted. 54S . | s 
5 Mr. Grey declared, he could not accede to the propoſed 
amendment. He dick not think it becoming the dignity of 
the Houſe to found any meaſure reſpecting one of its members 
upon the opinion of a court-martfal. If printing all the 
papers was neceſſary to the purpoſes of juſtise, the papers 
ought undoubtedly to be printed. He was afraid, however, 
that they were ſo voluminous, that printing them in a maſs 
would tend to defeat any proceeding this ſeſſion. He ſug- 
geſted, that à committee might be appointed to examine the 
papers, and to report upon the evidence to the Houſe. 
Mr. Francis ſaid, be agreed entirely with his honourable 
friend, and oppoſed the printing of all the papers, becauſe it 
could ſerve no good ꝓurpoſe, the friends of Colonel Caw- 
thorne having it in their power to make themſelves complete 
maſters of the evidence from the manuſcripts that had been 
laid upon the table. W 
Ihe Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, it was impoſſible for 
the Houle to let the ſubject eſcape their attention, and as it 
would be impoſſible for gentlemen to make up their minds 
upon it, without having ample materials beſore them, he con- 
ceived, that it was but fair that all the papers ſhould be printed; 
nor did he ſee what reaſonable objection could be made to 
the propoſition. The printing could not he thought take up 
ſo much time, as to render it impoſſible for the Houſe to take 
ſome ſtep in the buſineſs, in the courſe of this ſeſſion. 

General Smith's motion was then put and negatived, and 
all the papers were ordered to be print. 

DOG TARxR . 

The report of the Committee on the Dog Tax was re- 
ceived ; containing a reſolution that a duty not exceeding 38. 
fer annum, be impoſed on each dog of every deſcription. 

Mr. Dent ſaid, he ſtill wiſhed, that this tax ſhould be 2s. 6d. 
on each dog, and that it ſhould be appropriated to the relief 
of the poor. The Chancellor of the abu might double 
it next year, and then apply its produce to the publick ſer- 
vice,; he therefore thought the reſolution ought to be 2 

mitted. 


15 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY: REPORTS, [Common 


mitted. He was alſo of opinion, that the tax ought not to 
take place till ſix months after the vaſling of the act. 
The Reſolution was agreed to, and a Bill  ordere dto be 
brought i in. | \ Os 
| FINANCIAL PAPERS, 

Mr. 5 moved, that there be laid before the Houle, 5 010 

As account of all monies now due ſor off. reckonings to the ſeveral colonele, or 
commanding officers, of his Majeſty's regiments of regular, fenciblez or militiz 
forces ; e the periods for which, ſuch agg are in 
due. 

An countof all nd which remained due on the ſame account on the ut 
of January laſt, and which have ſince been paid z with an account of E 
out of which ſuch payments have been made. | 

An account of all antears now due ta the officers of the FS ar” $f 
and companies, of his Majeſty's regular, ſencible, and militia forces, diſtinguiſh- 
ing the periods for which ſuch azrears arc reſpectirely due ; alſo, an account of 
ſuch arrears as have been diſcharged ſince the 2ſt of January laſt, diſtioguiſhing 
the periods for which fuch arrears were due, and the grants out MR they have 
been 16 diſcharged. - 

An account of all pay, or arrcars of pay, nowdve to the general and ſtaff officers 
of his Majeſty's forces, ating the periods for which the ſame are teſpoctively 
due. 5 | | 

An account of all pay, or arrears of pay, which were due to the general and ftaff 
officers of his Majeſty's forces on the 1 of January laſt, and which have fince 
been diſcharged ; together with an account of the grants out of which * have 
been ſo diſcharged. 

An account of all pay, and arrears of pay, now due to the ſeveral governors, 
lieutenant governors, and other officers of his Majeſty's forts and garriſons in 
Great Britain, and parts beyond the (eas, Rating * periods ſot dance the 128 
are reſpectively due. 

An account of all pay, and arrears of pay, which were due to the ſeveral oaks 
yors , lieutenant governors, and other officers of his Majefty's forts and garriſons 
in Great Britain, and parts beyond the ſeas, which were due on the 3ſt of Janu- 
ary laſt, and which have nnce been diſcharged ; together with ag account of the 
grants out of which they have been ſo diſcharged, 

An account of the Exchequer Bills iflued on the vate of credit aki for the 
year 1796, with the expence attending the ſame, and W . 
iſſued to diſcharge arrears due on the iſt of December 1795. : 

Theſe motions being ſeverally pat and med; al the 
papers were ordered to be produced. 

© © BARRACKS, 

General Smith faid, he "felt no apology neceſſary for britig- 
ing forward the motion which he was about a” to * 

oule ; 
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Houſe; in his opinion it was not inferior in importance to any, 


not even to that lately propoſed by his honourable friend (Mr. 
Grey). He meant in the firſt place to ſtate the amount of the 
expenditure, then to compare it with the expence incurred by 
ſimilar objects in palt times, and next to point out the uncon- 
ſtitutional nature of the meaſure.” The expence of erecting 
barracks was alarmingly enormous, it amounted to more than 
half the ſum. ſaved. by Mr. Burke's Bill for the reform of the 
civil. liſt. In the papers on the table, there was an account of 
money diſburſed, to an amount conſiderably above a million 
ſterling. An eſtimate had been given, for erecting more, to 
the amount of 200,000], and allowing 100, oool. tor N 
and utenſils not included in the eſtimate, the expence in all 
would be almoſt 1, 400, oool. The expence was not all, mi- 
niſters had obtained the means of conſiderable influence, by the 
' patronage of the offices to which this ſy ſtem had given riſe. 
'Thetfe were forty-fix barrack maſters, à barrack maſter-ge- 
nerah aud nineteen officers with ſalaries, amounting in all to 
11,0001. If there were barracks, there certainly muſt be 
barrack maſters; he begged to know howeyer, why barrack 
maſters were appointed, and enjoyed ample ſalaries before tho 
barracks were built? At FE nat us Fad actually been the 
caſe, before a ſingle line was marked out, before perhaps any in- 
rention"exiſted o 11 erection. Such an application of 
the public money upon objects of that nature, without the con- 
ſent and approbation of Parliament, the general ſaid, was a 
violation of all the principles of the conſtitution. Why, he 
dematided, was the public money ſo "applied? Was that the 
way our anceſtors ated when they wanted money for the pub- 
lic ſervice * He moved, that that part of the act, called the 


of miniſters in going to ſuch enormous expence in the erec- 
tion of barracks, was, he contended, a groſs violation of the 


was appointed, who delivered in report. for parliamentary 
cone Aae, 1 in the n P 1 2 
's ee and uit to the Houle an' eſtimate of the 
Ver. IV. 1796. D expence 
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expence of erecting barracks, he was convinced that it would 
have been thrown out, like the famous fortification eſtimate. 
Miniſters, however, had firſt ſquandered the public money, 


and then they came forward confidently to demand the ſanction 
of Parliament tor what they had done. | 


His honourable friend (Mr. Grey), the general obſerved, 


had lately given a repreſentation of the financial ſtate of the 


country, Which certainly had never been confuted, and 
which he expected would have extorted ſome vindication of 


bis character from the Chancellor of the Exchequer. He did 


expect that the right honourable gentleman who. had been the 
chief promoter of the war, would have been anxious to allevi- 
ate, as much as poſhble, the expence of that war, that he 


who, in common with him and the other members of the op- 


poſition of that day, uſed ſo loudly to inveigh againſt the ex- 
travagance of a former miniſter in à former war, weuld have 
been eager to account to the nation for the enormous addi- 


tional expence incurred during his adminiſtration in the preſent 


war. CEconomy he had often extolled as a virtue, but where 
was the ceconomy in expending 1,400,000). in the erection of 


barracks? The expence, however, was a trifling object, 


when compared with the unconſtitutionality of the meaſure. 


Good God! (he exclaimed) Was every town to be made a 


citadel, and every village to be converted into a garriſon * 
Barracks were already erected, capable of containing thirty- 
four thouſand troops, which was double the number of the 
uſual peace eitabliſkhment. From that fact one of two infer- 
ences mult follow, either that miniſters had betrayed the truſt 
of the nation, in needleſsly ſquandering the public money, by 


. erecting barracks, for which there would be no uſe ; or that 


they mean to maintain a ſtanding army, ſufficient to enable 
them (to borrow one of their own expreſſions) to exerciſe a 
rigeur beyond the law, Was there any thing in the preſent 
Kate of the country to warrant ſuch meaſures being adopted 
with ſuch intentions? The people had lately met with a ſe- 
vere trial, and they had borne it with patience and fortitude. 
If miuiſters were to have the power of applying money to one 


purpoſe which was voted by Parliament for another, there was 
nan end of the conſtitution, The conſtitution was much in 

People's mouths; at the beginning of the war, in particular, 
the right honourable gentleman had inſiſted, that it was the 

_ falyation of the conſtitution which prompted him to under- 


take the war. He was one of thoſe who was friendly to the 
war upon that principle, and he had not altered his opinion. 
He wiſhed gentlemen however would have ſome regard ta 


con ſtency 
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conſiſtency of TharaRer ; and while they ſupported the con- 
ſtitution with one hand, that they would not attack it with the 
other. While gentlemen with a profeſſed regard to the eor- 
ſtitution, were fo jealous for the preſervation of the prero- 
tives of the crown, and ſtood up fo ſtrongly in their behalf, 
be begged to know what was to become of the rights of the 
eople, and who was to be conſidered as their proteQors? 
[he miniſter of this country had done more than eyer the 
moſt deſpotic monarch dared to do. In former times the 
Kings of this country had attempted to levy money without 
conſent of Parliament; a miniſter of this day ventures to apply 
the public revenues to purpoſes for which it was not intended, 
in defiance of the law, and to expend millions upon his un- 


authoriſed ſchemes in violation of the tights of the Commons. 


The general concluded with moving, «That it be referred to 
« committee to inquire into the amount of the expenditufe 


= eum barracks, to inveſtigate by what authority the 
pub 


<« public money has been thus applied, and to report the evi- 


. « dence, with their opinion, to the Houſe.” 


The Secretary at War roſe to reply. That the honodrable = 


general was ſtruck in the firſt place with the magnitude of the 


expence was evident; that however proved but little; in every 
county like this the public ſervice muſt neceſſarily be carried 
on at a great expence. The proper ſtate of that queſtion 
would be, not whether there was a great expence, but whether 
there was a comparative proportion between the magnitude of 
the expenditure and the importance of the object? With re- 
gard to the objection, that the money had been incurred with- 
out being ſubmitted to the judgment of parliament ;' unlets 
that became a queſtion of mere form (and he was ready to al- 
low that there had been a departure from form,) another queſ- 
tion would ariſe, built upon the ſpirit and meaning of our 
conſtitution, and upon true wiſdom. Was the money incurred 
bona ſide for the public ſervice, which was, from inc iidental 
circumſtances, not regularly ſubmitted to the Houſe ? or did 
miniſters in fact miſlead the public judgment? He contended 
that no public inconvenience aroſe from the mode of the ex- 
penditure, and that there was no reaſon to think that the pub- 


lic judgment had been miſled. Could gentlemen pretend that 


the expences were incurred without tne knowledge of the 
Houſe? Certainly not. The queſtion, though it had not come 
before the Houſe in a regular form, had been diſcuſſed in other 
forms; and having the approved judgment of the Houſe on 
ſuch occafions, it could not be faid to come fub filentio” on 
the nation. 1 e rn aa +4; 
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It had been brought. before the Houſe in the year 1793; 
and as it had then come diſtinctly to be conſideted, he had a 
right to plead the event of that diſcuſſion, as a virtual recogni- 
tion of the principle of the meaſure. The Houſe; therefore, 
had been ſubſtantially appriſed of the meaſure; and with tre- 
ſpect to any eſtimate or details that could be made or entered 
into, he contended that they would only be a compliance with 
mere form. "The amount of the expence would have beer 
difficult to be aſcertained in any part of the expenditure.--- 
Much had been incurred on the ſpur ef occaſion: and, in ſhort, 
if the utmoſt exertions had been made to lay the eſtimate be- 
fore the Houſe originally, it would bave been a vague conjec- 
ture, as he had already ſaid, merely to ſatisfy form. The ho- 
nourable general had ſtated, that three or four years ago there 
were no ſuch things as barracks, Did he indeed know ſo little 
of the matter? Was it neceſſary for him to fate that barracks 
capable of containing troops to the amount of 20.000 men 
had been erected many years ſince, and were ſtill ſtanding, and 
in uſe, Such being incontrovertibly the fact, the principle was 
eſtabliſhed, An objeQion, he was-aware, was ready in the 
mouths of gentlemen, viz. ** that there was the lefs neceſſity 
for erecling new barracks;“ but there were two objections to 
the old barracks ; Firſt, they were calculated for the reception 
of infantry only; they were not made for entertaining caval- 
ry: and ſecondly, they were placed in ſituations not fit for the 
commodious arrangement of troops through the kingdom; and 
as it had been found, in many inſtances, not being convenient to 
ſation ſoldiers in them, it had been neceflary to quarter them 
in inns. | 

Wich reſpect to the practice of billeting ſoldiers on inn- 
keepers, it was an old abuſe; it was a practice ſtrange, and 
unknown in any other country in the world; the ſoldiers of the 
ſtate. were not proyided at the expence of the ſtate, but at the 
colt of a particular claſs of inhabitants. What better reaſon, 
he deſired to know, could be ſtated for laying this burden upon 
inn+keepers than upon attornies, ſhopkeepers, or any other 
claſs of people? Formerly, when the practice commenced, 
the ſoldiers, pay was greater, in proportion to the value of the 
commodities, and perhaps he might then have been able to pay 


for bis fare as well as any other gueſt; but ih progreſs of time, 


when there was no proportion between the pay of a ſoldier; and 
luis ex peuces at an inn, this inſtitution became oppreſſive to the 
um-Kgepers; and at laſt ſo much fo, that it was found abſo- 
lutely neceflary*to paſs an act laſt year for their relief. If any 
body objected, that inu-keepers made travellers pay, the cxpence 

Was 
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zwasftilt of opprefive operation, and borne either dy inn - Keepers 
or travellers, or by bon. Ki 
Another objection was, that when the troops were in mo- 
tion in all parts of the country, they were obliged to follow the 
courſe of the inns in travelling with great inconvenience, ef- 
petzially as the number of capital inns in the country had for 
ſome time paſt been conſiderabſy on the decreaſe, Hich con- 
ſequently made the grievance become more intolerable to thoſe 
that remained. In fact, all circumſtances combined to render 
the erecting of new barracks ĩndiſpenſably neceſſary. Having 
thus ſtated the progteſs and reaſons of the meaſure, he lac, 
the next queſtion was, whether the expenditure had been con- 
ducted waſtefully or unprofitably? On the fulleſt inveſtigation 
into that part of the ſubject, he was cotifident that nothing 
would appear but eeonomy and good management for the pub- 
lic intereſt; on that head he would at all times be ready to go 
into any enqulry, being thoroughly convinced that the pub- 
lie would be more fatished, the more the mode of expenditure 
was conſidered: He defied the ren to point out 
any abuſe, which whetn known or even ſuſpected, was not in- 
ſtantly remedied or guarded agaiaſt ; every inveſtigation, he 
was perſuaded, would lead to the honour of the gentlemen in 
that department. The honourable general had talked of ex- 
perices permanently entailed upon the” people: he denied that 
the great expence was permanent; the erection of barracks 
made one'origiyal expence. With reſpect to the annual ex- 
pences for barrack-maſters, that was permanent; if barracks 
were erected, no doubt there moſt be perſons to take care of 
them: ſo much for permanent expence. On the other hand, 
there was A permanent ſaving; ahd he maintained, that if che 
old ſyſtem were to be continued, the annual expence to the 
public would be larger than under the eftabliſhment of bar- 
racks. He did not mean to fay, that the old ſyſtem would be 
more expenſive without the additional allowance made to inn- 
keepers; but he muſt affert,” thar it would” be conſiderably 
greater When ſubjeCt to the operation cf that act of relief. He 
was certain the barracks would be found conſiderably cheaper 
in tine of war, and he believed they would alſo be cheaper 
in peace. 3: on rela yg ” 
rom the circum ſtance of the erection of barracks, the ho- 
nourable general had thought proper to infer, that the whole 
war eſtabliſhment was to be kept up in time of peace. He 
did not then wiſh to ſay what peace eſtabliſtiment it might be 
rieceflary to keep up; it however by no means followed, that 
it would be neceſſary to fill thoſe barracks becauſe they were 
. in 
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in exiſtence; when the deſired event of peace ſhould take place, 
would the Houſe act ſo unwiſely as to reckon,on the continu- 
2nce of it with ſuch an extent of credulity as to decide in that 
moment that it would not be neceſſary to ſtand prepared againſt 
the poſſibility of the retutn of war? Did the honourable ge- 
neral himſelf think that the country ought to be leſt ſubject 
the ſame inconveniences as they were at the beginning of the 
ent war, for want of quarters for new- raiſed troops? If, 
inſtead of the preſent permanent barracks, adminiſtration had 
been contented with temporary erections, repeated expences 
might be incurred, and repeated inconveniences ſuſtained. It 
would be better, therefore, in different views of advantage, to 
ſubmit to a large firſt expence for building barracks of ſub- 
ſtantial quality, even though part of them might remain empty 
and untenanted in time of peace. On a general principle of 
defence, it might be neceſſary to quarter troops where there 
were no inns; without which precaution ſeveral parts of the 
kingdom, ſuch as towns upon the eaſt of Scotland, might be 
liable to the depredation of any privateer that ſhould land. 
Theſe barracks were not, however, capable of maintaining an 
extraordinary increaſe above the peace eſtabliſhment ; the ca- 
valry on the laſt peace eſtabliſhment, he believed, amounted 
to 3700 men; the barracks erected for cavalry would contain 
5420 men; and he would put it to the Houſe, whether the 
ſurplus for the accommodation of 1700 men afforded any cauſe 
for general alarm? and at the ſame time that it could not alarm 
even the moſt timid, nor the moſt firm patriot, it would be a 
great convenience to have theſe ſurplus quarters on the break- 
ing out of a war. The honourable general complained of the 
new patronage created by the nomination of barrack-maſters ; 
if barracks exiſt, there muſt neceſſarily be ſomebody to take 
care of them; there muſt, of courſe, be patronage, and that 
patronage muſt be veſted ſomewhere, Allowing the inſtitution 
to be generally good, ſhould gentlemen from any horcor of 
patronage give it up. The former ſyſtem, he contended, had 
been rull of waſte and miſmanagement; in the preſent, he de- 
fied gentlemen to ſhew a trace of either, It was to be recol- 
lected alſo, that the expences lately preſented to the Houſe in- 
cluded a part of the expences formerly placed to the account 
ol ordnance; a part likewiſe went to governors of forts and 
gartiſons; which, according to the old at rangement, was ex- 
ceedingly incommodious. 3 
Wich reſpect to what the honourable general had obſerved 
relative to an obſervation of an honourable gentleman (Mr. 
Grey) on a former night, he had paid ſo little regard to the 
An gbiruc dsf 234; di 914 . cucumſtance 
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circumſtance when it was uttered, that if it had not been re- 
peated, it would have died from his memory; it was trifling 
in itſelf.” A ſadler, it ſeemed, had been appointed maſter of an 
intended barrack at Lincoln, but as the barrack had not been 
erected, he was diſmiſſed. Gentlemen enjoyed their laugh, 
becauſe a barrack-maſter was appointed before the barrack 
was built; was there any thing either wonderful or ridiculous 
in this? As gentlemen ſeemed eager for the enjoyment of a 
jeſt, it would be a pity to interrupt a gratification. There 
were, it was true, three barracks planned at Lincoln, Shrewſ- 
bury, and Saxmundham ; and there were barrack-maſters ap- 
pointed; theſe erections were found not to be neceſſary, and 
were abandoned, Gentlemen however muſt know, that it was 
proper to have a ſuperintending barrack- maſter to treat for the 
ground, and overſee the progrels of erection, nobody could be 
a better judge; and if the intention of erecting buildings ſhould 
be adandoned, and the barrack-maſters diſmiſſed, ought they 
not to receive a part of their ſalary for the time they were ap- 
pointed? | 
515 anſwer to what the honourable gentleman had ſtated re- 
ſpecting a compenſation given to barrack-maſters for loſing 
their places, the only anſwer he could give was, that he had 
never heard of any ſuch thing; nay, he could ſtate further, 
that no ſuch compenſation had been given. So far, however, 
from the ſituation of the newly appointed barrack- maſters be- 
ing extremely Jucrative, it was conſidered by many of them 
ſo much below their expeRation, ſo low in falary and perqui- 
ſites, that gentlemen were every day giving them up. The 
officers under the barrack-maſter alſo did not find it a place ot 
idleneſs; on the contrary, they were nears employed, had 
no perquiſites, and were obliged to give conſtant attendance; 
conſidering how little temptation there was to ſeek the office, 
he conſidered it very fortunate that they were filled by perſons 
of fuch reſpeCtability. They were commonly half-pay offi- 
cers, attached by habit and inclination' to the ſervice, and he 
was glad that there was fuch a receptacle for the old and 
wounded officers, who had grown grey in the ſervice of their 
country, A* | 
_ © He came at length, he ſaid, to the conſtitutional queſtion, 
- which he conſidered as intimately connected with the ſubject 
of the debates that took place in the beginning of the preſent 
ſeſſion of parliament. That very reaſon (he meant the con- 
ſtitutional queſtion) would have forced” the Houſe upon the 
reſent ſyſtem of barracks, or upon others of a like nature. 
if they thought that there were men who were labouring _ 


Dr 
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and day to preach up bad doctrines in this country, would it. 
be unconſtitutional in the government to withdr aw the I Idiery 
from being infected by them? bo prevent them from _ bearing 


. . * 8 * * ie e . 
doctrines inculcating revolt, ſedition and trealan, which the Jar 


would prevent them from teaching ? Some perſons were ſue 

advocates for free diſcuiſion, that they had ung objection to allo a 
any doctrine to be taught, truſting only to the antidgte whi | 
argument could beſtow, but to their mode of reaſoning he. 
could not ſurrender his own judgment, The law certainly 
did not ſay that it would be impreper to prevent the ſoldiery 
from imbibing ſuch principles, neither did the conſtitygion fa 

fo. If therefore there were ſuch men abroad, he would adopt 
the method of cure preſcribed in a French ON 1 


cannot make you dumb, I will make you deaf.” Upon that 


principle the removal of the rope from the danger of Deine , 


tampered with had proceeded, He was defirous that the { 
diers ſhould be conſidered as citizens; and in order that they 


* N ” 


might be fo conſidered, he would withdraw them from bad 


leſſons and dangerous counſel ; he would, in that caſe, act by 


them as he would act with his own family, his own children. 


Putting the poiſonous infuſion of ſedition however out of the 


* 


queſtion, the good diſcipline of the army made the meaſure. 


adviſeable: the inſtitution of barracks would tend to the com- 
fort as well as to the obedience of the ſoldiers. In public- 


expeyces which they could not ſupport, and vicious Habjts 


| houſes they were under a continual temptation to contract | 


which could neither benefit themſelves nor the community: this | 


they muſt either do or live in miſerable dependence upon the 


bounty of the innkeeper, Living in a public-houſe was there- 


fore morally and politically exceptionable. 


After urging many further objections to quatteriog, ſoldiets 


on inn-keepers, the Secretary at War came next to anſwer 


many obſeryations made by the honourable general, reſpecting 
an expreſſion which he had uſed early in the (effion, that, in 
certain circumſtances, it would be juſtifiable as it might be 
neceſſary to have recourſe to a vigtur beyond the law. The 


expreſſion he had certainly uſed ; and when he recollected the 


# © 


circumſtance in which he ſtood when he employed it, he ivy 
ed. 


no reaſon to ſhrink. from the ſentiment” which it conve 
It was on 3 memorable occaſion that the expreflion fell from 


him, when jt was affirmed that the duty of allegiance bad 


ceaſed, and that reſiſtance to government was no longer a 
queſtion of duty, but of prudence, "That ſtruck him to be 


an RNs th recommendition of direct civil reſiſtance; and 


legmed tg threaten a diffolucion of the gbvergment. * 1. F 
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ſituation he ſaid, that goverment mult execiſe a_vigour be- 
yond oe and, in doing ſo, he ſaid no mote than what 


was conveyed in — ** | on boxes inter arma - hen it 
is impoſſible to preſerve the forms of law, becauſe the oppa- 
ſite party appeals to another deciſion. Gerry a 
When a rehellion exiſted in the country in the year 174 
| 2 that done which was beyond the vigour of the fe 
he government uader ſuch circumſtances is obliged to have 
execution in the field, There was nothing unjuſtifiable 
therefore in the expreſſion, as applicable to a caſe of the nature 
in queſtion. The government was then driven into a ſitua- 
tian in Which it was a queſtion of arms only, and not a 
queſtion of law or conſtitution. , Having touched upon that 
topic, he could not help adverting to the obſervations of an- 
other honourable gentleman, whom he wiſhed preſent. That 
honourable gentleman had thought proper to deliver an opinion, 
and, exprels a hope, that the army entertained too juſt a 
ſenſe of er citizens, to carry the bills then in agi- 
tation into effect.“ This was, in his opinion, a doctrine 
moſt dangerous, miſchievous, and wicked, and he was ory 
to hear it broached in an aſſembly of ſuch high authority, He 
knew of no ſuch duty in the foldiery, and he could not let 
the doctrine paſs without reprehenſion. The duty of ſoldi 
was to uphold the government of the country, and to act wi 
as much energy, under a ſtrong impulſe of duty, in oppoſiog 
thoſe within the kingdom who would traitorouſly and wicked! 
overturn the exiſting government of the country, as again 
any foreign enemy. Such would be their duty on ſuch ag 
occafion. Did not the ſoldiers act with as much energy i 
1745, againſt their rebellious countrymen, as, againſt the fo- 
reign. foc ?—and, had not the rebels then as many excuſes for 
their, conduct as they would have had lately? In tbe year 
1715 did they not act in the ſame manner? If the ſoldiers 
had refuſed to quell the mobs in 1780, what would have been 
the conſequence ? | The city of London would have been in 
aſhes, During, the riots in Birmingham, if the ſoldiers had 
not. ated with vigour. and effect, the moſt dangerous and 
dreadful conſequences might have reſulted. 
After further pointing out and enforcing the neceflity of 
obedience to government, the Secretary at War ſaid, that if 
e * ſhould ariſe as — = 5 whea . 
inflammatory and ſeditious perſons {þ the govern- _ 
ment by force, it would be neceſſary to ſtep beyond the vigor 
of the law. No general rule of law could apply to fuch 4 
it would make a law for itſclf ; but ſo long as the con- 
r | __  rution 
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Ritition ſhould exiſt, while the King, Lords, and Commons 
mould exiſt, it was the proud and ſacred duty of the ſoldier ti 
Rand up in defence of law and the conſtitution, and to oppoſe 


Any rebel or demoeratic traitor who ſhould tefiſt the authority 


of government, Such was the duty of a ſoldier; and the 
man who maintained the contrary, maintained a doctrine as 
remote from the law and the conſtitution, as it was from the 
Feelings of this country: and if he had not been ſure that the 
dccaſion did not admit of the animadverſion, it might have 
become a queſtion whether the individual who had maintained 
ſuch a doctrine ſhould not be proceeded againſt as a traitor. 
Having ſtated ſo much on the general queſtion, and in vindi- 
cation of his former aſſertions; and alſo declaring that he had 
no heſitation in faying, that the ſoldiery could never be fo 
dangerous an engine in the hands of the crown, as when made 
the ſupporters of rebellion, and the inſtruments of the ſuty 
of miſguĩded republicaniſm, the honourable Secretary con- 
cluded, by giving a direct negative upon the honourable 
general's motion. Gad biss SN 
Mr. M. A. Taylor ſaid, whenever a conſtitutional queſtion 
was brought forward in that Houſe, and ſupported by his 
friends, it was the conſtant and uniform practice of (gentlemen 
vn the other ſide to endeavour to render it perfectly nugatory, 
fo that henceforward all the precepts and opinions of their an- 
ceſtors might be diſpiſed and rejected, and every conſtitutional 
authority in their libraries be committed to the flames/ The 
right honourable gentleman had found that there were but 

two alternatives to avoid the object of his honourable friend's 
Motion, and he had very artfully choſen that which was beſt 
adapted to his preſent ſituation. He had concluded his ſpeech 
with a ftring of truiſms to which every gentleman in the 
Houſe muſt ſubſcribe, and conſiſtently with the uſual fertility 
of his imagination, had created a number of phantoms, every 
one of which milttated againſt his oui arguments. The right 
honourable gentleman in the flouriſh of his peroration hat 
pompouſly pronounced, that if the people rebelled/againſt'their 
Eng or the lawful government of the country, in ſuch cafe 
the troops were juſtifiable in acting againſt their fellow citt- 
Zens. Was there any man doubted the fact? Was there 
ally man who would not ſubſot ibe to it as freely as the ho- 
nourable gentleman; why therefore then dwell upon it with 
e warmth, if it were not to divert the mind of 


the Houſe from the real and juſt object of che honourable 
genetal's motion? N In en 9 Y 
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Tr The right honourable, gentleman next aſſerted, that the 
ne cantoning the military of this country in barracks, 

vas not à ne ptinciple, as it had been recognized by patlia- 


ment. Where had the honourable gentleman learned this 


doctrine; he did not formerly profeſs it ? He could tell the 
Houſe where. He had learned it fince he kept company with 
thoſe men whoſe intereſt perverted every honeſt —— 
and eſtabliſhed ſophiſticated ſentiments. He was ſorry that 
right honourable gentleman had been drawn into that deluſive 
vortex, and he lived to lament his fall. There was a, time, 
however, when he had Heard him lay down Ware conform 
able to the maxims of ages, opinions which almoſt flaſhed 
cohviction upon every hearer. He had now, however, done 
that which even his right honourable friend had prudently 
avoided ; when he brought forward a motion of ſimilar ten- 
dency; three years: ago, his right honourable, friend did nog 
preſume to give it bis deciſive negative; but cautiouſly got 
rid of it by moving the order of the day, The right honour, 
able gentleman had endeavoured to ſanction the preſent ex- 
tenſiue practice of etecting barcacks,'by ſaying that he thought 
gentlemen had approved of the prinoiple, When barracks were 
erected on the eaſtern coaſt of Scotland. Did not the ho- 
nourable gentlemen recollect that Fort Auguſtus was erected 
from neceſſity, not principle, becauſe there, were no inns not 
cantonments for ſoldiers to be quattered in, and be *' 
was abſolutely neceſſary; to protect that coaſt from the. deſ- 
cent and depredations. of hoſtile privateets. The right ho- 
nourable gentleman had goue farther, Sg cy even. aſſerte 
that parliament had always recognized the cr He 
Par 9 8 5 


called upon him to ſhew him one inſtance of amentar 
recognition. Had one queſtion ever been brought; forwar 
to con ince the Houle that a change of times, of manner 
and opinions, rendered a. change of . principles expedient | 
Was there one ſolitary application to parkameat, one weak 
attempt, to ſhe them that of two evils, and undoubtedly the 
building of barracks was an evil, as he would argue by and 
by, they ougkt to chuſe the leaſt? No, not one, und he deſired 
him to produce it. He did not indeed attempt to prove it, 
but conteat ' himſelf with, childiſh, arguments, So far from 
parliament having recognized the principle of building bar- 
racks, they were furſt clandeſtindly erected, and. be believed 
that as he was the only perſon, in that Houſe who. had a refi- 
dence near Sheffield, where they began to be ſo clandeſtinely 
erected, He was the firſt perſon who took any, notice of 
them, and brought on a diſcuſſion about them, When he 
TEIN A enquired 
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*enquired at Sheffield about the mode in which they were to 
be paid for, and whether the charges were to come into the 
eſtimates, he was informed that it was ſo. expected, Upon 
this information he examined the eſtimates and found an arti- 
cle for building barracks at Sheffield; if that citcumſtanee 
had not occurred, who vould have thought of looking: into 
the eſtimates fot ſuch a charge? He believed alſo that the 
practice of building barracks had entended without the con- 
ſent of parliament, and that the ſum charged ſor barrack 
maſters and other perſons concerned in them, was enormous, 
compared with the nature of their duty. s a3v9wod 
of Th he right hondurable gentleman had more than inſinuated 
that he imagined perſons of a ſeditious and traſterous deſdrip- 
- tivit were employed to ſeduce the army from their duty and 
allegiance. If the fact really were ſo, he ſuppoſed that they 
might caſily be found out. If ſuch ſeditious perſons there 
were, why were they not brought for ward ? It had been ſtated 
that papers of an inflammatory nature were thrown into the 
ſoldiers quarters to corrupt them, and he begged to be in- 
formed whether papers of à ſimilar nature might not alſo be 
throw into barracks? If any ſeditious people did go into 
public houſes to incite the ſoldiers tu mutiny, they were liable 
to heavy penalties, and ſurely the right honourable gentleman 
would not pretend to ſay that government had not the power 
of indicting and puniſhing them? Where were their ſpies at 
this ctitica ker Probably miniſters had by this time 
been ſufficiently convinced that ſpies were of little or no 
- vie they were therefote cautious. how they grounded an ac- 
ceuſation upon their authority. Barracks, however, were to 
be their only ſafeguard. Did ſoldiers then never go out when 
they are'cantaned in barracks? Were they always kept under 
hock and key? Always faſtened to a chain and guided by 
their leaders? - Did they never live with their families, never 
mingle with the world as citizens, and ſhare alike the bleſ- 
Gags and contagion of ſociety? He boped not ſo. Autama- 
tos troops of ſuch diſcipline might do for drill, but the. beſt 
fupport of government, and the braveſt defenders of the rights, 
 hberties, religion, and property of the kingdom, where thoſe 
men who have an we in all, and partake of the comforts 
they afford. Having | formerly ſtated: his opinions upon the 
1 — — of preſerving the character of the 
Citizen and the ſoldier inſeparable, he declined going over the 
ſame grounds again, but if the miniſter, ten or twenty: years 
ago; he alluded tu the noble lord who unfortunately engaged 
in the American War, and for whoſe memory he Ren" 
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all due reſpect, ee North) if that noble lord, at che com- 
mencement of that unhappy war, had thought of introducing 
ſucli a ſyſtem and à ſyſtem the practice of building barracks 
might be called, he would have been loudly cenſured by the 
whole nation; if he had thought of introducing ſuch a ſyſtem 
at the cloſe of that unhappy war, when he was attacked by 
the right honourable gentleman oppoſite (Mr. Pitt) for his 
prodiꝑgality and wWeakneſs in the conduct of it, he was ſure 
that the right hondurable gentleman would have been fore- 
moſt in cenſute, and one of its moſt ſtrenuous oppoſers. Time 
however, altered mens ſentiments, of which the right honour- 
able gentleman oppoſite (Mr. Windham) was a melancholy 
inſtance. When he blamed others for denying the practice 
of building barracks to be eſtabliſhed upon principle, did he 
7 Ardllg Har he bad never himſeli held the fame language ? 
When he*threw obloquy upon tlitir ar nts,” did he think 
the influence of the crown had decreaſed, and that to keep the 
conftitutional balance in equilibrium, it was expedient to do 
ſo? If ſuch were his miſconceptions, it was fit that he ſhould 
be ſet tight. It was fit he ſhould be informed that the influ- 
ence of government had 1ncreaſed to an alarming degree, and 
Was increaſed too by his coalition and that of his aſſociates, 
by the number of places which were obliged to be provided 
for them, among which the 1 of barracks was by 
no means an unimportant conſideratlon. Was no part of 
this patronage exerciſed with a view to a general election ? 
He believed it was. It was impoſſible not to perceive” the 
growth and extent of this influence and patronage. Adver- 
tiſements of new offices daily ſtared him in the face, and the 
formation of the tranſport office of yeſterday was followed up 
by the creation of the barrack office. of to-day. Where this 
would end God only knew. Each day the exceſſive burdeus 
vrhich the eſtabliſument of theſe new offices occaſions, with all 
the load of barrack maſters and dependants, become more 
galling and oppreſſive to the people, and therefore, when 
gentlemen talked: of ſedition and diſloyalty, they ought? to 
prove their aſſertions, he defied them to gire any proof, for 
all the proof that could be given was on his ſide of the queſ- 
tion, which proved that the people were more than ordinari 
loyal and obedient, or they would not bear the burdens whic 
a war Carried on in fo ſcandalous, fo ſlameful, and ſo wanton 
- a manner had produced. hey muſt, indeed, be yal in tbe 
extreme, to ſuffer to millions of money to be expended 
for: barracks without the conſent and tcognition of purlia- 
mente d hem 210 0? Shs ns V7 AD,]j]u 207 2 
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The Right honourable gentlemen had declared that there 
were 10 eee maſters appointed for whom be "eoule 
not anſwer, that Re was extremely happy (hat an enz 
was offered to him to provide for men whoſe ſervices entitl 
them to ſome remuneration frou their country, and that all 
who were appointed were qualifed for the appointnent, and 
would diſcharge the truft and duty tepoſed in them with fis 
delity and honour, He did not attempt to follow the right 
honourable gentleman throughout the whole of his high-flow 

anegyric, but he feared that ſome of theſe worthy men woul 
be expected to ſhew their inflience ſome way not conhected 
with the buſineſs of that appointment, or the management of 
Barracks. He ſhould like to know if that were true. He 
had read an account in a printed report of a ſpeech of his ho- 
mourable friend (Mr. Grey) of the appointment of a batrack 
maſter at Lincoln, where no barracks, were erected, to whom 
2 compenſation was afterwards mide. ' He knew that Lin- 
coin ſent members to parliament; and he accordingly made 
ſome enquiry about this barrack maſter. He was informed 
ckat he was a very good kind of man, a ſadler by trade, a 460d 
ſportſman, a dancing-maſter, and a maſter of the ceremonies 
to the Lincoln aſſembly. He wiſhed'therefore to be inform- 
ed what ſort of connection there was between a dancing- 
maſter and a barrack-maſter, and of what ſervice a ſaddler 
could be to a regiment where there were no horſes. He had, 
however, he believed, obtained a true account of the real qua- 
Ifications of this barrack maſter. He was a good electioneer- 
ing man, and had formerly been-a ſerviceable agent to a fa- 
mily of his acquaintance. That family had ſince fallen a 
little into decay, and as the dancing-maſter ſhrewdly imagined, 
he ſhould be better paid if he eſpouſed the intereſts "of the 
other party, he croſſed hands, changed partners and footed 
on the other ſide with Lord Hobart and Colonol Cawthorne. 
And this he believed was the true cauſe of his appointment. 

Why, however, were barrack- maſters appointed before the 
barracks were erected? Ide right honourable gentſeman 
ſaid that barrack-maſters ſerved to point out the lines and 
meaſute the places. This was the firſt time that he had ever 
underſtood the buſineſs of a dancing-maſter and ſurve yor, and 
a bartack-maſter and an engineer, to be ſynonimous; and 
leaſt the country might ſuſpect itſelf to be duped in this in- 
ſtance, he ſhould like to have it! explained, © The right bo- 


nourable gentleman moreover contended, that if the/prineiple”” 
was net admitted, in the hiſt inſtance, it had been found fo"! 
expedient, ſo pohtic and wſeful, that it 6tight to be admitted. 
12 lt realy was ſo good that it ou git to be recoged why" 
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was not a regular motion made for that purpoſe? But allow- 
ing all this, what had it to de with the motion of his honogr- 
able friend? his motion tegarded not the expediency, the po- 
hey, nor che utility of the barracks themſelves; it related fa- 
lely tu the expenditure of the ſums of money demanded for 
them, and the mode of that expenditure,, Then why was not 
this motion granted? Ihe reaſon: was, plain and evident. 
Mini ſters do not like inquiries, becauſe unpleaſant things are 
apt to come out Which do not redound to their honour. All 
inquiries were therefore unfortunate, while an admiaiſtration 
is making every thing ſuitable to elections and the retention of 
their places. He cautioned them, however, againſt the treat- 
ment of conſtitutional queſtions in ſuch a Way. They onght 
to be fairly met and openly diſcuſſed. Our anceſtors were, 
he obſerved particularly careful to guard againſt the erection 
of inland fortrefies and barracks; if they were ſo jealous: a 
ſachicaſes, he ſaw no reaſoa why we ſhould not beſolikewile, 
unleſs the right honourable gentleman could prove the preſent 
period was wiſer than former times, and the preſentadanniftra- 
tion wiſer'than every conſtitutional authority that went before 
it. The fat yas, there had neithor been oppelition nor admi- 
niſtration in any former period that did not reprabate. the 
building of barracks. as dangerous and unconſtitutional. He. 
relied upon the wiſdom and ſuperior talents of the Houſe, and 
could not fee why he ſhould not give his hearty. aflent to the 
The Secretary at Mar roſe to explain, and ſaid be:faw no 
inconſiſteney in what he before ſtated, as à ſadler might be 
very well qualified to {uperintend the buildiag of barracks, but 
he had merely diſmiſſed, not appointed the bartack maſter of 
Lincoln. 1 $i 4.74 $4 £58k © 19 6 1 7 
Mr. Fox addreſſed the Speaker in ſubſtance as follows. 
<« ] amr happy that the right honourable. gentleman oppeſite 
to me, as being particularty connected. with the department to 
which belongs the cognizanee of that which. is dhe object of 
this evening's diſcuſſion, has thought proper to come forward. 
in ſo full and explicit a manner; I am, at the ſame time, proud 
to confeſs, that I differ with him upon almoſt every point. 
which be has advanced, and have no heſitation te declate, in 
- what that difference conſiſts, though I do not intend to go at 
length into the conſideration of all of them, He has, or- 
ever, alluded to one general principle that particularly claims 
my attention; and in doing ſo has noticed an expreffion, of 
mine made uſe of on à former occaſion, when I ad 
-vanced a general principle, which I Always have enterteined, . 
and ever will entertain, a principle Which he himſelf formerly 
| _ Efpouled 
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eſpouſed, and which I believe to be eſpouſed, by | almoſt all 
thoſe with whom 1 have. the honour of acting. I mean the 
general principle of reſiſtance; the right inherent in free men 
to reſiſt arbitrary power, whatever ſhape it may aſſume, whe- 
ther it be exerted by an individual, by a ſenate, or by a king 
and Parliament united. This I proclaim, as mx oginion _ 
the ſupport of this principle I will live and die. The diſeuſhon 
of this principle is not neceſſarily involved in the preſent queſ- 
tion ; I ſhall therefore content myſelf for the preſent, with, thus 
in fairly ſtating it. The right honourable gentleman has 
=o brought forward another general queſtion, more cloſely 
connected with the ſubject of debate, but the ſame. time not 
altogether neceſſary in its deciſion: I ſpeak of the connection 
which ought to ſubſiſt between the. military and the reſt of 
their countrymen. Upon this point I am indeed proud to 
differ with the right honourable gentleman. Becauſe, ſays 
he, there are bad men and bad principles abroad inithe-co1 
try, the military muſt be ſecluded from the ſociety. of 
fellaw-ſubjects, He then moſt aptly introduces the lan 
of the mock· doctor, and lazy « If I cannot make others dum 
I can make them deaf.” I will place them entitely out of 
reach, where no ſucn doctrine ſhall aſſail their ears. What 
is the full meaning and extent of thss doctrine I Can the right 
honourable gentleman make his troops. partially deaf ?,, en, be 
prevent them from tepiag.tq the voice of ſeditiop, without, 
at the ſame time, ſhutting them from the knowledge of thoſe 
eneral principles of rational liberty, whoſe, animating, in- 
uence, I ſay, ought to enſpite the ſoldiers of a free country? 
They ought not, ſays he, to be taught diſobedience. God 
forbid that they ſhould; but is it not a plain oſition th 
indiſcriminate obedience is not the duty of an agliſhman, 
whether he be a ſoldier or any other, citizen? Where com- 
mands are illegal, it is his duty to reſiſt them, The. rigbt 
honourable genuemen, ſurely, does not intend, to ſay, that hie 
troops ſhould be altogether deaf; —if he does, it will be in 
vain for him to look for an army in this country, polleſled of 
this phyſical advantage: he mult call in foreign ad , be muſt 
at once introduce into the boſom of our iſland, an army of 
foreign mercenaties. Ignorant of any language but their 
own, they would be ſufficiently teat far: the purpoſes of 
deſpotiſm. It would be enough that they ſhould., vaderſtooxd 
their officers, and might eaſily be brought, as in former tin 
to act againſt this ouſe and the general liberties, the 
country's FF 52 (a Privy 2607 codbaart oz &f 
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„ Excluſively of what I have already uſed, J differ in 
quic tion, upon the point of prudence * If one ſy me 
be more eortupt and icke to freedam 835 25 another, it by 
72 of barracks, What was actually the cafe in France? 
not the mode in which their army was cantoned qut in 
brats a principal operative cauſe in gs the reyolu- 
12 is beyond all belief aſtoniſhing, that while 
bi violently upon the ſtate to whic France has 155 
os area we at the fame time are-purſuing the very meaſu 
ich are likely to bring us every day neajer to a ſimilat fity 
ation, The honourable g | mp fe ſpeaks of thoſe who preac 
up goct ines hoſtile to the conſtitution, but permit me to (a 
zt is not Mr. Paine, nor much more ingenious men than 
who, by any thing they ſay, can igjure the conſtitution. 
Thoſe ate its real enemies who are conſtantly i tic 
comments upon ſuch authors. Thoſe who with m 
our” conſtitution, are of | opinion, that the aca 
Keifly' adhered to, bas ſufficient energy to defend and Es 
ſerve itſelf, | Paine ſays that our conſtitution is a mere 2 4 
4 Mioekery': that there is no real check u i n the Keil 
the powers of government. Do not miniſters 42 23 5 
the Name? Do they not, year after Jeans day after 0 * 
acts in direct violation of the acknowled d principles «x 
conffitution? Their manifeſt breach of the appropriation act, 
as Jately proved, muſt be freſh in our regoltection, 
deviations they pretend to juſtify on the plea f neceſſity. 1 
this Cp is at any time to be receiyed with den it muſt 
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comes . and tell us 595 forms. gs way be ents i 10 
Hut let us E what is actually the a, as it is call &, 
which we are de d thus to die with.” Are we not rat Dep 
deſited to dif; with à fundamental 1 le of the 55 
tution ? Are we not defired to diſhe the ext 

that contro] which e ought 8 over the public pu 


called HR; to ſanction thoſe expences which never 5 


? The conſtitution ia that cannot be 
_— IV. 1796. F N raiſed 
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raiſed without the conſent of 8 Has that not been 
done in the preſent inſtance? I aſk, is it, or is it not, a priu- 
ciple to be advanced and ſupported in this Houſe, that where 
conſiderable expence is to be incurred, leave ſor that purpoſe 
is to be obtained from parliament, and not from the executive 
government? When the queſtion of barracks was under the 
contemplation of government, ſhould it not have been ſolemnly 
brought before parliament, and undergone that grave con- 
ſideration the importance of the ſubject demanded, and not 
merely laid beſore them for their approbation, aſter all the ex- 
pence has been incurred? In the common affairs of life, if a 
rvant comes to his maſter wanting Toool. for any particular 
purpoſe, the maſter would naturally deliberate on the propriety 
and neceſſity of the propoſed meaſure; but were his ſteward 
to inform him he had aQually expended a few thouſand pounds 
in ſuch and ſuch a way, the maſter, I preſume, would be apt 
to ſtartle at this being done without his previous conſent z ant 
were the ſte ward to juſtify his conduct, by faying he conſideret! 
that as a mere matter of form, the maſter would no doubt give 
his ſervant to underſtand, that ſuch forms were not to be dif- 
penſed with. The ſteward might then be induced to juſtify 
himſelf on the ſcore of neceflity. Caſes might certainly occur 
where ſuch a plea might be admiſſible, but they muſt be caſes 
neither of any great magnitude, nor where the ſame purpoſe 
could not be equally well effected in a different and more ſatis- 
factory manner. DN Naz 
« We are told that the magnitude of the expence is nothing, 
for that all State expences mult he great; I have always un- 
derſtood, that in proportion to the magnitude of the expence, 
ſo is there the greater reaſon for inſtituting an inquiry. The 
expence in the preſent inſtance is unqueſtionably great; and 
tow is it attempted to be juſtified? We are told that the dif- 
ferenr circumſtances occafioning it were unſoreſcen. This, 
indeed, if any, is the only excuſe which can be made; but 
mark the inconſiſtency, obſerve the application of this excuſe 
| to the manner in which the ſubje& has been treated this 
i evening, We are told that barracks” were erected, and the 
| expehce incurred upon the ſpur of the occaſion.” 'T his is the 
| - excuſe, but not fatisfied with that, the right honourable gen- 
| tleman, in the ſame breath, enters into an elaborate Juſtification 
of the propriety of keeping them up as a permanent ſource of 
ll. expence. He informs us that neceſſity produced all this of a 
1 ſudden, and at the ſame time aſſures us that it has been long 
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been long in agitation, but miniſters have never thought proper, 
as they ought to have done, to bring it regularly before this 
Houſe. _ Ihey have, on the contrary, incurred, all the ex- 
pence, and gone on in the proſecution of an extenſive ſyſtem, 
without the anthority, and in abſolute defiance of Parliament, 
When I talk of erecting barracks on a ſyſtem, the right 
honourable gentleman may perhaps not chuſe to underſtand 
me. I remember a diſpute 1 had with him upon the laws of 
nations. Thoſe he treated with very little ceremony, and 
ſeemed to be of a ſimilar opinion with citizen Genet. who 
thought that without any great loſs, they might all be thrown 
into the ſea. If this ſyſtem is to be defended, and defended 
in ſuch a manner as I have heard to-night, we may diſpoſe. in 
the ſame manner of all the laws of England. We may, when 
we pleaſe, throw into the ſea, the Commentaries of Mr, Juſ- 
tice Blackſtone, and all tha brilliant ſpeeches on this ſubject 
delivered by the'late Lord Chatham. We are triumphant] 
tald, that our anceſtors gave their occaſional conſent to {i 

a meaſure. : Wnat ] can the honourable gentleman ſay, there 
is any reſemblance between ſwall cantonments partially 
taking place, and the whole army of this country being con- 
ſtantly iecluded from the reſt of the inhabitants, and ſhut, up 
in permanent barracks ? I certainly do not aſk much upon the 
preſent occaſion, when I demand, that before. we introduce 
innovations contrary. to the avowed, dodrines of Juſtice 
Blackſtone, and other conſtitutional writers, parliament ought 
to be conſulted, ought to have time for deiiberation, and ought 
to have given its — deciſion. 42614 
Great reliance has been placed upon the argument, that 
this ſubject was actually diſcuſled, in the debate upon a motion 
brought forward by my bonourable friend who ſpoke laſt. 
Thar motion was = the purpoſe of paſſing a reſolution, that 
ſuch a ſyſtem as was then entered into of erecting barracks, 
was contrary to the practice and example of our anceſtors. 
What was then done by this Houſe ? they did not put a direct 
negative: upon this, but got rid of it by the order of the day. 
Can this be called a ſolemn deciſion of Packament, upon the + 
principle of this meaſure? The moſt that can be ſaid of it is, 
that they did not diſapprove of what was immediately daing, 
but that deciſion gave no countenance whatever to the unau- 
thorized expenditure of public money. I very well recollect, 
that that debate, in which I cook a ſhare, by no means turned 
upon the principle, but upon the words of the motion. The 
honourable gentleman has certainly logie enough to perceive 
che difference, and to allow that the denial of, any particular 
| = 4 propoſition 
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propoſition is not an univerfal affirmation of its oppoſite. ' But 
how ſtands this queſtion with the conftiturion ? © Its oppoſers 
ſay it is but a name, but a mockery of a conſtitution. How 
many melancholy facts daily occur to fuſtify the aſſertion 1 
Large ſums are expended without conſulting Parhameut, with 
out bringing forward any eftimate whatever; æ thing ſureſy 
not difficult to be obtained. An atgument has, with propriety, 
been adduced from the Civil Lift. The king has it not in 
His power to make any arrangement in his parks or pleaſure 
grounds, where a ſalary is to be given to the amoumt of 500l. 
annum, without an order paſſing the ſign matfual, and 
being approved by the lords of the Treafary. * I applaud this 
with reluctance, as I do” any thing relative to the manage 
ment of the Civil Liſt. But I haue not heard of any eſtimate 
on the ſubject of barracks being approved by the lords of the 
Treaſury; if there has why has · it not been preſented to this 
| 954 a F 


Houſe ? | 
«The right honoutable gentleman ſeems ta hold all 'argu= 


ments of ſact extremely cheap. He fays, he underſtands our 
manner on this ſide the Houſe, © I think he was long enou 
with eus to underſtand our ſentiments likewiſe; and he oup 
to know, that when wie talk of the increaſe of vatronapey it is 
not as a mere matter of declamation, but 'as an object of 
ſerious apprehenſion and danger to the liberties of the country. 
He de fends himſelf by ſaying, What! would you teprive the? 
poor officer of this his laſt reſource? I know not how many 
worthy objects may be ſeſected to fill ſuch ſituations under 
government, but I do venture to ſay, on povd authority, that 
many are appointed for no real purphſe dut that of forwarding 
miniſterial elections. There is an oſtenſible and a ſecret pur- 
poſe combined. It is, in the language of the tight honourable 
gentleman himſelf, like a theatrical dreſs, where the gold and 
embroidery ferve to conceal the ditt and dowlaſs beneath. 
The honourable gentleman tells us, that no barrack maſters 
were appointed without an intention of erecting barracks. © I 
hardly, indeed, could ſuppoſe that they would be fo bad as to 
appoint barrack maſters without any intention at all. He al- 
tows, however, that there were three inſtaners where no duty 
whatever was performed. He has appealed to the honour'of 
the gentleman at the head of that department, as Barrack 
Maſter General, fer the propriety and economy of the manner 
ir which the buſineſs js conducted. Does he not recollect, 
that to pledge a man's honour is not the moſt | honourable 
mode of accounting ; and that to ſuch a man it may be an- 
ſweted, I have no intemion of | diſputing the point of honobr, 
| | but 
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but I want to know what you have done with the money. 
For theſe different reaſons 1 exceedingly approve of appoint- 
ing 4 committee of enquiry,” and if it! ſtill be reſiſted, I do 
fay, however liable 4 may make myſelf to invidious obſer- 
vations, that we have but a mockery of a conſtitution. If 
miniſters difregard all fundamental principles, if this Houſe 
quietly tolerate their exceſſes, if the power of raiſing and 
applying money be exerciſed, hot by the Houſe of Commons, 
dut the kings miniſters, what is our conſtitution but a farce 
and a mockery ? 7 | $1107; 
& We hear many orations upon the neceſſity of obedience 
and ſubjection to the law; if thoſe at the head of the govern- 
ment paid equal deference to the laws with the other orders of 
the community, we ſhould have very little reaſon to complain. 
Example would avail ten times more than ptecept. It is 
ſt range that thoſe ho have the law conſtantly in their mouths, 
ſnould wich equal conſtancy be acting in direct oppoſition to 
it. My honourable friend who ſpoke before me, illuſtrated 
this fubjebt by an alluſtion to what paſſed on the Fortifi- 
cation Act. The illuſtratioſi was certainly in point. If this 
Houſe had not entered into the examination of that ſyſten 
previous to its being carried into execution, what would have 
been the conſequence? Would it have met with the fate 
which it experienced? By no means. Had the expence been 
firſt incurred, and the plan brought forward aſterwards, this 
Houſe, I beheve, would have acceded to the meaſure. I am 
not; indeed, fo ſanguine as to imagine, that the barrack ſyſtem 
would, in theſe degenerate days, have been tefiſted, even if it 
had been brought for ward in a way equally regular. But at 
all events, minittets would have acted more openly and avow- 
edly in the buſineſs j and if it: bad been thus cartied, it would 
have been, as it ought, an act of the legiſlature, and not merely 
of the executive government. The only tools which mini- 
ters ſeem not to think dangerous are edge tools, they play 
with them with all the complacency imaginable. | 1 fepea 
that the maintaining a ſtancing army in this country, — 
diſſolving the · connexion between the ſoldier and the citizen, 
is a ſubject of the higheſt dehcacy, of the gteateſt iutricacy, 
and is not thus wantonly to be ſported with by miniſters, 
without condeſcencing to confult the wiſdom of parliament ? 
We ſeem to have thrown away all that eee wee 
which ought ever to be awake in a free country. e have 
facrihced it to a falſe alarm. The exorbitant power and in- 
fluence of the crown in this country muſt ever be pregnant 
with danger to its liberties. | In better times than theſe, the 
+: opinion 
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opinion, was that it ought to be curtailed ; and, in the preſent 
day, is there no ground, for a continued and watchful jealouſy ? 
On the contrary, the more power we give, there is a greater 
cauſe for jealouſy... Such was always the opinion of our an- 
ceſtors, ſuch ought to be our opinion, and before miniſters 
dared, in the preſent inſtance, upon a plea of neceſſity, to 
trample upon the righis of Engliſhmen, it would have been 
but decent, even for form's ſake, to have given this Houſe an 
opportunity of exerciſing its deliberative functions before a 
meaſure was carried into execution fo hoſtile to the general 
freedom and happineis of the nation? | W "7% 
The Chanceller.of the Exchequer ſaid, it was his wiſh to di- 
veſt the queſtion then before the Houſe, of the general con- 
fiderations in which it had been involved in the courſe of the 
debate. He did not think it neceſſary to enter into a diſcuſ- 
fion of the various principles Which had been ſtarted, and 
which, gentlemen had thought proper to argue. He only 
meant to narrow the queſtion and conſine it to the topic on 
which it immediately depended. At the ſame time however 
that he took notice of the diſcuſſion of general principles, he 
thought it but juſt to excuſe his right honourable friend ſor ad- 
verhiog to them, as he had been unavoidably led to it by the 
ſuggeſtions of the honourable mover of the queſtion. Since 
the doctrine of reſiſtance had been mentioned, a doctrine 
which had been ſo completely miſtated on the other ſide of the 
Houſe, he was glad tnat it had once more been brought 
before gentlemen, as his right honourable friend had fo fully 
explained it, that he had placed his ſenſe of it only out of the 
reach of the moſt malevolent comment. The right honons- 
able gentleman (Mr. Fox) had been guilty of miſconſtruction, 
when he obſerved, that ſoldiers, by living apart in barracks, 
would be excluded the ſociety of their fellow-ſubjeas:. did it 
follow, that becauſe they were not to be continually. ex 
to the danger of having ſeditious ſentiments infuſed into them by 
the factiousand the diſcontented, that they were entirely to be 
ſhut out from the commuuity at large? Were there not, in moſt 
hours of the day, opportunities allowed them to enjoy the 
converſation of their friends and relatives? Were they de- 
barred from cultivating thoſe pleaſures which they might be 
enabled to reliſh in ſociety ? certainly not: every proper in- 
dulgence, conſiſtent with the welfare and happineſs of the 
m1/itary, was permitted, and they were only prevented from 
focicty at a time when the worſt diſpoſed part of the commu- 
pity. might, with ſuccels, inſtill into their minds ſentiments 
of che niolt pernicious tendency. aud hoſtile to the conſtitution, 
8 The 
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The hours of night and of relaxation wete beſt adapted to ſuch 
dangerous purpoſes, and the fyſtem of barracks would only 
go to prevent them from "mingling in the moſt unguarded 
moments with -profligate and factious company. "The ex- 
cluſion, therefore, ſo much exaggerated by the right honour- 
able gentleman, was but n; partial excluſton; It did not ſepa- 
rate them from harmleſs and ſociable connections, but rook 
away the frequent opportunities of contracting vices. ' Ihe 
right honouaable gentleman had maintained, that the ſyſtem 
was a: novelty unatithorized by the ' conſtitution. * We,“ 
faid the Chancellor of the Exchequer, «contend, that we 
have been ſanctioned by the judgment of the legiſlature, and 
that inſtead of introducing a new ſyſtem, we merely carry an 
old one to à greater extent.“ The honourable gentleman 
ſaid, that the principle was not approved by parltament be- 
raufe the motion of his honourable friend three years ago did 
not receive a direct negative, The reaſons why it did not 
were evident. Firſt, ſome words of the motion were objected 
to becauſe” they amounted to a total condemnation of the 
principle; ſecondly, others were not founded upon fact, be- 
cauſe they aſſerted that our anceſtors had never recognized the 
principle,” when the contrary was undeniable, and, laſtly, 
others could not be diſputed on account of their authorities, and 
therefore the only way to get rid of it was by moving for the 
order of the day. If the principle had been wholly repug- 
nant to parliament, the — and the conſtitution, would 
they not have taken ſteps to ſtop it? And confequently, as 
they did not, their conduct was to be conſtrued into a tacit 
and implied approbation. | : 

The manner and proceſs of erecting barracks could not fur- 
niſh any argument with reſpect to the novelty of them; a flow 
expenditure had gradually taken place for four years, and 
though there might be ſome irregularity in net ſubmitting eſ- 
timates of the expences to the Houſe of Commons, yet ſub- 
ſtantially conſidered, the judy ment of parliament had paſſed on 
the ſubject. He would aſk, if any thing had been undertaken 
or executed to the prejudice of the public, by profuſe and unt 
neceſſary expenditures? The right honourable gentleman was 
of opinion that there had; that was indeed à matter of opinion, 
unſupported by proofs': he would however maintain, that if 
the whole plan were again to commence, nothing could be dome 
cheaper and more for the permanent advantage of the natiog. 
If there were any reaſon, any kind of ground to ſay, that the 
guuntum of the expences had not been moderate, ſome plea ' 
might juſtly appear againſt the conduct of the executive ga- 
"ow | vernment, 
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plied'as an increaſe to the daily pay of the men, it would have 
ded means of a much more conſtitutional and eſſential re- 
ft6 the inn-keepers" than the ere tion of Barracks. It Was 
ſaid, that the expence was chiefly incurred in barracks for the 
cavalry, andit appeared that about a million and a half of mo- 
ney had been expended in the accommodation of ny OP 
cavalty. The right honourable ſecretary had (aid, that odt 
method of quartering ſoldiers hitherto was anomalous 'to'the 
conduct of all other countries; he hoped in God it 
would be ſo; our conſtitution was anomalous'to that of mioft 
other countries; and he truſted that the conſtitutional mode of 
quartering ſoldiers, adopted and approved by the wiſdom ad 
experience of our anceitors in this limited monarchy, would 
not be abandoned for the ſyſtem of barracks, fit only for the 
moſt abſolute and deſpotic governments. N 
Mr. Courtinay (aid, he could not give a filent vote on this 
queſtion, without injuſtice to his honourable friend (the Se» 
cretary at war,) who had not been treated with all that ean- 
dour and fairneſs to which he thought his honourable friend ſo 
juſthy entitled. From an uncommon ſpecies of ingenuous mo- 
deſty (not always to be found in a miniſter) his honourable 
friend had concealed from the Houſe a moſt extraordinary and 
ample. fund, to ſupply in a great meaſure the enormous ex- 
ence of erecting barracks in every part of the kingdom. He 
Bad been accidentally informed that by a ne and moſt judicic 
order juſt iſſued from the war office, that all the dung of 
dragoon horſes, which from time immemoriat had retain 
a douceur, and perquilite of the ſoldiers, was now to be fc 
and the produce remitted to the wir offie; to be lodged" M 
his Majeſty's exchequer, and applied to the ſervice of the 
ſtate. Mr. Courtenay faid, he entertained the higheſt reſs 
peck and admiration of the preſent adminiſtration; he muſt 
own he had entertained doubts whether in' their preſent ardus 
ous and ecitical ſituation, they had corideſcended to contract 
their comprehenſive and elevated minds to ſuch'a minute obs 
ject of cxcanomy; ſuch, however, was the nature and chat 
racer of true and elevated genius; nothing could be "rob 
minute or microſcopical for its inveſtigation-. Thus a nem 
and unexpected refource' was diſcovered, to * oh public 
credit, ſupply the treaſury,” and to prove to all Europe tht 
our ways aud means were inexhauſtible,” göld was extrattel 
from the 40 dung of our cavalfy; and the unprece dente 
economy of 
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office were, that whoever, by a fair competition, offered the 
moſt advantageous terms for a whole year's dung, ſhould 
have the preference. From the character of his honourable 
friend, every competitor might give in his propoſitions with 
the utmoſt confidence, well aſſured that no diſingenuous pro- 
ceedings, and no partiality, even to a frecholder of Nor- 
wich, would preclude any perſon from the fair and juſt profits 
which might reſult from the public-ſpirited and honeſt com- 
petition. Nor was this all; the board of agriculture had taken 
it into their ſerious confideration, and' from the wiſdom and 
patriotic principles which actuated them and their ſecretaries, 
could our expectations be too ſanguiue? Perhaps if they 
could do it with due decorum, this happy regulation might 
be extended to the infantry; if fo a ſtanding army in time of 
peace would be'of the greateſt utility, the waſte lands im- 
roved, and cultivation carried to the utmoſt perfection, by 
the erection of barracks. The ingenuity of the ſecretary of 
that board indeed almoſt inſured ſucceſs; he, like Virgil, (as 
Mr, Addiſon had claſſically obſerved) could ſcatter his dung 
with a grace and majeſty ; and the royal domains principally 
derived their rich and flouriſhing crops from the manure he 
had beſtowed on them. Mr. Courtenay added, that he really 
was dubious of the information he had received relative to 
this new, grand, and aſtoniſhing regulation, till he had 
his information ſanctioned by the authority of his honourable 
friend. | 16 I? F 
I be laudable and minute attention. paid by the miniſters; 
both to the form and eflence of the conftitution. was exem- 
plified in another point. It had been uſual, during the affizes, 
to remove the troops, leſt even the appearance of the military 
ſhould excite a jealouſy, ſo tenacious were our anceſtors of 
their civil rights. Since the new barrack ſyſtem, however, 
as that was a meaſure become impracticable, what was the 
expedient? Why were the ſoldiers confined to the barracks 
during that period; as the ſame dicipline could not be ſo well 
extended to the officers, they were allowed to parade the 
town in coloured clothes; in that difguiſe they were graci- 
ouſly permited to walk about. The privates were by this 
means prevented from frequenting the courts of law, and 
from hearing any doctrines which might relax their morals, 
and inſtil notions incompatible with the implicit obedience 
with which it was their duty to act on all occaſions. ., - f 
In another point, Mr. Courtenay aſſerted, that his honour- 
able friend had been. miſrepreſented, and his expreſſions —1 
ar- 
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racks; were ſecluded from hearing the ſeditious and debauch- 
ing orations and arguments which had been held out to them, 
and their morals and principles were conſequently preſerved 
pure and uncohtaminated. All this was-ftrictly true, accord- 
ing to the explanation he ſhould give. He was too well ac- 
quainted with the former ſentiments of his honourable friend, 
with his enthuſiaſtic attachment to conſtitutional revolutionary 
doctrines; to miſtake his meaning. He knew that Mr. Reeves 
and his affociation had ramiſied into committees, and ſub- com- 
mittees, and inferior clubs ver the whole kingdom. His ho- 
nourable friend knew too well, that they anxiouſly endeavoured 
to uncitizen the ſoldier to make him deſpiſe all the rights and 
privileges of an Engliſhman, and only to look up to the crown 
and his ſuperior officers; to forget that he was paid by the 
ople, and to imbibe thoſe mean degrading doctrines which 
Ir. Reeves's aſſociations, committees and ſub committees had 
ſo induſtrioufly circulated. I hat the Houſe of Commons were 
a corrupt and unneceflary branch of the legiſlature, and actu- 
ally an injurious check on the gracious and beneficent prero- 
gatives of the crown, and that our happineſs. would be pro- 
moted by loſing our liberties. His honourable friend therefore 
rejoiced that the ſoldiers were crammed in barracks, and cut 
off from the ſociety of the parfon, the exciſeman, and the 
members of Mr. Reeves's club. Theſe at the fame time 
were concluſive anſwers to ſome gentlemen, who did not enter 
into the philoſophic retirement of his honourable friend's logic. 
The late Lord Chatham, Blackſtone, Monteſqiueu, &c. all co- 
incided in ſentiment, that ſeparating the ſoldier from the ſociety 
of the citizen, might be attended with the moſt dangerous 
conſequences in a tree country. Why? Becauſe the fpirit 
and character of the military would ſoon preponderate; they 
would conſider themſelves as a diſtinct and ſeparate part of the 
community, neither actuated by the {ame intereſts, wiſhes, nor 
238 ſentiments ot the people. But his honourable friend 
ad acted on a different motive, a motive which thoſe enlight- 
ened ſtateſmen, lawyers, and philoſophers mult have approved. 
He had ſeparated the (oldier/ from the general mals of the-peg- 
ple, by which they would now be corrupted and perverted; 
in the barracks, the true, free, and liberal prineiples of the 
conſtitution might be iuſtilled into them, and by that means 
they would become the guardians of our riguts and hberties, 
and a patriot and ſoldier would be ſynonimous terms. 
Mr. Courtenay aids he had but a ſingle obſer vation more 
to make. is honourable friend had warmly and generouff; 
expatiated on the heart- felt pleaſure which he; in common wi 
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the reſt of his majuſty x miniſters, enjoyed, in having an op- 
portunity of relieving the-half-pay liſt, by the appoimment of 
itorious officers: to the employment of barrack-matters, 
They had ſix and fiſty places to beſtow;-andy he was perfectly 
perſuaded that fifty, at leaſt, gallant and veteran officers: bad 
been provided for by this noble arrangement, without any re- 
gard to election jobs, or any improper inſtuence. He 
therefore move ſor a ne liſt of ſuch barrack-maſters, that the 
country might have another proof of the virtue, patriotiim, 
and generoſity of his majeſty's adminiſt ration. 
Mr. Grey ſaid, he had no inclination to enter into the ge- 
neral argument, but roſe in conſequence of a ſtatement of his 
pwn on a former night, which had been alluded to and con- 
tradicted. He meant by his aſſertion, that the ſum expended 
on the erection of barracks amounted: to 1, 100, cool. The 
right honourable paymaſter of the forces had ſaid it did not 
cceed:900,000], Upon further examination, Mr. Grey ſaidz 
he ſound it to be 1,026,000). the papers on the table proved 
it, and that large ſum was expended without the conſent or 
knowledge of parliament, a tranſaction which from its nature 
and magnitude called for moſt ſerious enquiry. With regard 
to what the right honourable ſecretary had ſaid on the ub 
af patronage, he thanked him, as he did no more than re 
22 what he had faid before; and whether be had ſaid it 
ooſely, or no one fact was admitted, that a perſon had been 
appointed barrack-maſter for two years where there was now 
to be no barracks, and being an uſeful-man at electioneering, 
he was now, by way of compenſation, appointed to à more 
Jucrative place, in the poſt which he might be equally well 
qualified to fill. He did not mean to argue the queſtion of 
the propriety of the ſyſtem of erecting barracks; he agreed 
with the right honourable gentleman that the queſt ion before 
the Houſe was much narrowed 3 and, as that gentleman had 
himſelf acknowledged the irregularity, at leaſt, of incurring ſo 
much expence without the conſent of parliament; he hoped his 
E conduct would be influenced by what he had ſtated to 
de his opinion that day. He contended that the  approbation 
of the was not to be implied ftom the negative put upon 
the motion of another honourable friend of his formerly; on 
22 he ſaid, he thought that if the Houſe had really 
knovn of this ſyſtem, they. never could have conſented toit. 
He had only one or; two queſtions to put. M hat muſt 
F look. for as permanent barracks on a peacg-eftablifkment.? 
the new barracks were to hold 441000 troops, and/ the oh 


Fecommodated 20,000, this would be 54,000 men on a peace 
eſtabliſhment, 


. 
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eſtabliſhment ; chat, he truſted, no miniſter would dare to 
to this country. It bad been ſaid chat the barracks 
miglit not be filled with the: troops; how then could: 
make out that the cheapeſt way of quartering mea was by 
keeping up-bartacks tor many more than were wanted? The 
cipal — to which: he called for an anſwer was re. 
[ek g the expence incurced for temporary barracks.” Tbere 
were two accounts, one of 243,000, the other of 31440001; 
it was neceſſary to know whether theſe were diſtinct 
or whether the leſſer was included in the greater ſum 3 wWhe- 
ther the total was expended during the lat fave years, or all 
expended in 1795 If miniſters knew it when they gave in 
the firſt account, ought they to have concealed it? Through 
the whole of this buſinels, as on many other esd 
accuſed miniſters of ſetting the privileges of that Houſe, 
and the principles of the conſtitution, at deſiance. It was 
with a view to get an anſwer to this laſt queſtion. that he 
had riſen; and hen the papers he had moved for ur N 
ducedy he would go farther into the matter. 

Mr. Steele ſaid, as the honourable gentleman had alluded 6 
a former debate, he muſt be excuſed for doing ſo too; he 
therefore recapitulated the ſtatement he had given in his for- 
mer ſpeech, contending for the correctneſs of the accounts 
and the with that — had to give evety poſſible in forma 
tian. He ſaid, he differed widely from the honourable gen- 
tleman's idea, that the barracks built and building warranted 
the aſſumption, that ſo large a peace eſtabliſhment as 530 or 
even 40,000 troops was to be kept up z:the fact was not ſo, nor 
were there: barracks yet for more than 15, ooo, and when the 
intended plan was complete, they would not excecd 25,000. 
A correct and fair account had, he declared; been given of the 
diſtribution of the vote of credit in the uſual way, though he 
would not at that moment take upon him toftate preciſely the 
periods at which different ſums had been expended. de- 
tended miniſters from the accuſation of miſapplying the yate 
of credit, and ſaid, that they had done nothing more than my 
otter adminiſtration had done before them. 

Mr. Grey wiſhed the right honourable gentleman Auch for 
of his defence. That be Who came into office to reform 
abuſes and extravagance, ſhould be juſtified by bad precedents; 
by precedents which Mr. Pitt himſelf had lo condemn- 
ed. was indeed extraordinary z but it was fuch a juſtification 
as needed; no mn: | _ Gp heme reipeting the 
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Mr. Steels again defended thofe accounts, cenſured Mr. 
Grey for his ſuſpicions of their fairneſs, and aſſured him he 
had pointed out nothing improper in them, notwithſtanding 
all his activity. | TE FOE 
Mr. Grey ſaid, his ſuſpicions were ſuch as became a mem- 
ber of Parliament, whoſe duty it is to watch, with a jealous 
eye, the expenditure of the public money, He did not plume 
himſelf on his activity; but after ſeeing ſuch erroneous àc- 
counts as had lately been preſented to that Houſe, he muſt 
take ſhame to himſelf that he had not been more active in de- 
tecting them, | c 
Mr. Sheridan, Mr. Fox, and Mr. Grey contended, that, 
from the title of the two accounts, there was on the face of 
them, ſuch a palpable inconſiſtency, that ſome explanation 
was abſolutely necefiary, In the account upon the table 
314,000. is Hated to be paid to the barrack maſter general, 
and expended in the erection of temporary barracks, upon a 
warrant, dated 19th july, 1795 while the account given in 
by miniſters latt year, the title of which was, © An account 
af money iſſued to the barrack maſter general for ſums ex- 
pended and due for the erection of temporary barracks, up to 
the 311t December, 2795,” amounted only to 243,000). a 
difference of 70,000!. which muſt either be in the hands of 
the barrack-maſter general, or remain to be otherwiſe ac» 
counted for. | | 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer and Mr. Steele contended, 
that the accounts Welte right; and, although the warrants 
bore a particular Gate, it did not follow, that the money was 
all iſſued at one time, and that they believed almoſt, if not the 
whole of 314,000), was expended in 1795. 
- General Smitb made a ſhort reply; and the Houſe divided. 


Hes 5 2 | 
Nees 1 90 
Majority 74 


Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Mopar, April 11. | 
Read the Bills on the table, and adjourned. + +: Ten 
WS e „re 201 2205500161923 9 HOUSR: 


ne. eule 


70 


Ar rit 8.1 WOODFPALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS., 47 


HobusE OF COMMONS 
Monnpay, April 11. BOW att. 
Laſcelles Eſtate, Shefeld%s Eſtate, Hatton's Eſtate, Ella 
Incloſure, Leominſter Canal, Election attendance, and Ram- 
ſey Drainage Bills, were read a third time and paſſed. 


MILLERS BILL, 


The order of the day for the Houſe to reſolve itſelf into a 
committee on the Bill for regulating the tolls of millers, 
being moved for and read, a ; 

Mr. Popham ſaid, that he wiſhed to change the frame of 
the Bill, by obliging millers to uſe proper weights and ſcales; 
and alſo to be paid for grinding in money, and not in kind. 
The Speaker obſerved, that if the honourable member with- 
ed merely to make alterations, he was then informal, but he 
might introduce them at fome other ſtage. eB 

he Houſe then, refalved itſelf into a committee, in the 
courſe of which ſeveral elauſes were ſubmitted, and a deſultory 
converſation took place on their propriety, between various 
members. After ſeyeral amendments the Houſe reſumed, and 
the report was ordered to be received on Thurſday the 14th. 
A meſſage was received from the lords, notifying to the 
commons that they had paſſed ſeveral public and private Bills, 
among which were the Scarborough (in the iſland of Tobago) 
port Bill and the American Intercourſe Bill. dg 

Mr. Abbot gave notice that he would, the next day move for 
A committee upon the expiriag laws, which leave to report 
thereon to the Houſe. | | 6 
Mr. Sheridan ſtated that it was his intention to have moy- 
ed the next day for a committee of enquiry into the general 
circumſtance and miſconduct of the war in the Weſt- Indies; 
but as there were ſome. papers upon the table of the Houſe of 
Lords, which would enable him to diſcuſs the ſubje& better, 
he ſhould poſtpone his motion till he had conſulted thoſe 
papers, and bring it on a few days after, K 


FINANCE. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer gave notice that on that 
day ſe'nnight, in a committee of ways and means, he would 
move for a ſubſtitute for the tax upon printed calicoes, which 
He had been obliged to relinquiſh, He would alſo take that 
opportunity of providing for ſome unforſeen occurrences, of 
_ Propofing certain meaſures for funding a part of the navy 
debt, and of ſubmitting to the committee a plan for remedy- 
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N ing the grievance to which the commercial world are ſubject- 
f ed by the preſent ſcarcity of _— eee 
* Mr. Grey moved that there be laid upon the table an ac- 
"count of the arrears of the Land Tax, ſtanding out at Lady- 
Day 1796, with the names of the receivers, and the meaſures 
which 466 been adopted to enforce payment of theſe arrears. 
The account was ordered to be produced. ” 


= WEST INDIA SLAVERY. 0/600 

Mr. Francis roſe purſuant to the notice he had given for 
Teave to bring in a Bill to improve the condition of negroes, 
and other ſlaves in the Britiſh colonies. He faid he rofe 
ſtrongly impreſſed with an idea of the practicabillty of the 
meaſures hs intended to recommend, although they might be 
objectionable in ſome parts, and imperfect in others, confiding 
however in the merit of his cauſe, which the more he con- 
fidered it the more reaſon he had to acknowledge the ex- 
pediency of it, he flattered himſelf that there was not a man 
in the Houſe, including all the learning which inſtructed and 
adorned it, who would not agree with him in opinion as to the 
ral principle. Without entering, therefore, into a heavy, 
Gull, and elaborate exordium, he propoſed to go at once to 
the buſineſs, requeſting the patience of the Houſe however 
ex debity, The importance of the ſubſect, indeed might en- 
title him to claim the attention of the Speaker and the Houſe, 
did not the apprehenſion of his own weakneſs counteract that 
expectation. To thar weakneſs, therefore, he claimed in- 
dulgence; urging as fome apology for undertaking an affair 
of ſuch magnitude, that although he diſtruſted his on powers, 
he at leaſt confided in the merit of the meaſure he ſhould have 
the honour to propoſe. For that reafon'he hope he ſhould 
not be interrupted, eſpecially as he was liable to be affected 
even by ſigns and * he hoped alſo, at the ſame time, 
that no gentleman would anticipate the concluſion he might 
deduce, or confound the object with the means, but referve 
their judgment upon his reaſoning, until, he had fairly gone 

through the whole of what he had to offer. $9 
He lamented that he did not ſee an honourable gentleman 
in the Houſe (Mr. Wilberforce) who had formerly been the 
leader of every queſtion that involved the amelioration of the 
fate of the negroes, and from whom he expected ſtrong ſup- 
port; and he lamented the abſence of that honourable gentle- 
man the more, becauſe he underſtood he was detained by in- 
diſpoſition. It -was not, howevet, from that honourable*gen- 
tleman alone that he expected affiftance, he hoped to receive 
. F 19 it 
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it from every claſs of, members ot Houle entlemen 
meant to act conſiſtently, . aud to prove that, cheꝶ had been 
candid. and ſincere. . Firth, he expected, alliſtange frgm the 
enemies of the trade, who formed a reſolute phalanx, becauſe 
* given them full, cope for their, intentions, ind had 
gane fully with Fee conſequently he could not ſuppoſe 
that they would ſay they would not go the length he did, 
becauſe his plan compounded with the trade and traffic, and 
did not follow up, that object which they attempted to attain, 
the comiag at once to a total abolition, _ To theſe,gentlemen 
all that he could ſay, was, that he had;endeayoured to do all 
the good he could. He next expected aſſiſtance from. the 
| 9 and theſe who had _ hitherto oppoſed an abolition ; 
. becauſe, it they had been ſincexe in their, declarations of a wiſh 
to improve the condition of the negroes, . although they ob- 
Jected to, the abolition, of the Slave rade, he ha almo! 1-6 
on, to 3; va a Gmilar plan would come from them. Since 
he underſtood then that tho planters had at all times concutfed 
Ig the. idea, of the neceſſity for eltabliſhing fair and reaſonable 
Fegulations, he ſhould make no apology to them for ſtirring 
the queſtion, but look for their concurrence, in what he ſhonld 
topoſe. Perhaps they might retort upon bim by aſking im, 
| kince the queſtion was at reſt, why did. he choſe again to flir 
it ,, In that caſe he would, reply, that it was not at reſt, that 
it had never been at reſt, nor ever ſhould be at reſt, while he 
retained a ſcat in that Houle, . If there were no other ad- 
vocate he would ingly ſtand up for it ;_ and if it were to die, 
he promiſed to revive. He remembered when the propoſition 
was firſt introduced for an abolition of the Slave Trade, that 
a. venerable perſon in that Houſe (Mr, Groſvenor) ſaid, «Are 
we not all wy in this country.? Why then ſhould we diſ- 
turb ourſelves with foreign injuries?“ Such arguments might 
be uſed upon the preſent LB Md but it that honourable gen- 
tleman were a member at this day, his arguments ſhould no: 
deter him. Laitly, he expected aſſiſtance from the Houſe for 
its on honour. for although a reſylugon, of the Houle, to 
aboliſh the Slave Trade had beca lately gegatived, * 
019009 "Lip riot hat Hartiring oterhen ro far fell 
ſaid he, .ſince it. is both the ation and the duty of this Hauſe 
io attend to every quelLon. . ben he fecollected, the d. 
breat reſolutions. indeed of the lt of May, 1792, ad tha 


11796, be Knew, not Which. 10 abide by, hut he, was Ahe Hufe 
enabled to appeal 10 e agaiglk it{elþ.. T a ut 1792 
ag. wlalution ſor the been of th Shaver Lange W 
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and yet when a Bil! was afterwards introduced upon that te- 
ſolution, it was throwh' out. He was forry to have marked 
in heir p oceedings {o much inconſiſtency of character; he 
d'd not, he ſaid, wiſh to ſpeak of theit votes in a diſreſpectful 
way, he could nor however predict the verdict which would 
be paſſed upon them by the pen of the future hiſtorian. There 
was one right honourable gentleman (Mr. Pitt) whoſe fup- 
x o't on the preſent occaſion, perhaps, he might he expected 
to court; and if his cauſe would have permitted ſuch a ſblici- 
tation, in ſpite of any enmity, which however unprovoked on 
his part, might fubſiſt between them, he would not haye 
ſerupled to invoke his aid. But he had other reſources in his 
own honour and in honourable conclufions, and to theſe afone 
he was permitted to apply. As to that right honourable gen- 
tleman he meant to provoke, but not to offend; to irritate, 
but not to inſult him, for provocation was not offence, neither 
was incentive reproach. On the preſent occaſion he would 
not addrefs himſelf to his political integrity (of that he give 
him credit for as much he pleaſed to claim) but to his poli- 
tical diſcernment. He would aſk him, if he was fatiated with 
the honours and emoluments of office, or if he did not look 
ſtill higher than he was, if he did not regard his future fame, 
and aſpire to the commendation of a ſucceeding age? By his 
conduct ſuch conſiderations ſeemed for a moment to have 
eſcaped his notice. With the aid of ſeventy voices, to Which 
he was uſually indebted in the votes of that Houſe, he was 
not able to muſter, or would not, above ſeventy members on 
the fide of the queſtion which he eſpoufed ! If he did not 
look to virtue, he might at leaſt have looked to ſame. . He 
had no heſitation in declaring what was the public opinion 
out of doors of the part he took in that buſinefs. It was un- 
derſtood that he was not in earneſt when he made his pro- 
teſtations in favour of the abolition, and that his ſupport of 
the abolition was not real but pretended. Such was the im- 
preſſion on the public mind, and that impreſſion it would, he 
delieved, be difficult to remove. | * . 

Mr. Secretary Dundas ſpoke to order. The mode of ar- 
guing with which the honourable gentleman commenced was 
not, he ſaid, to be tolerated in that Houſe. He ſpoke of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer not as his friend, hut as a mem- 
ber of parliament; and upon that ground he contended, that 
by the rules of the Houſe, the honourable gentleman was not 
entitled to ſay that the conduct of any mem ber of parliament 
was dictated by improper motives, or founded upon diſengenu- 
ous principles, Every gentleman in that Houſe had a right 
to claim credit for the motives he afligned for his own conduct. 
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Mr. Francis proceeded. He faid, he did not mean to be 
guilty. of any thing unparliamentary or irregular, and if he 
had not been interrupted, ha was, going to declare that he had 
always given the right honourable gentleman credit and ap- 
plauſe for bis proſeſſions. He remembered the. illuſtrious 
ſpe ch of the. tight honourable gentlemau in 1792, than 
which, nating could be mare captivating. within ihe power 
of hu nan eloquence.,,, He fat with unwearied attention, and 
attributed it to a grand moral action. What was it then ? 
Was it only the imitation of a grand moral action? If, ſo, 

to the theatres or to the library, and you may alike 5 
Telloined and deceived. - At that time, however, he vote 
with the richt honourabie gentleman, and looked upon it as 
one of thoſe grand circumltances which do but rarely bappen; 
fortunate, in his opinion, would it have been for the right 
honourable gentleman, in point of fame, if. that had been, the 
end of, his political life. Since that period. he had deſcended 
from the ſummit of his political glory, and to fhew what were 
the effects of the late deciſion, he would relate an anecdote 
exactly as he heard it, not ta excite aughter by any trifling 
incident, but to. illuſtrate and enforce his argument. The 
day after the diviſion, a member was aſked on which fide he 
voted? He replied “that he voted, as uſual, with his friend 
the miniſter.” Oh!] then you voted for the Abolition ? ſaid 
the interrogator. No, (replicd the member) I voted againſt 
the Bill; but, notwithſtanding, I voted with the mziſter,?? 

Jo much for that part of his ob{crvations.. But he again 
called upon thoſe who oppoſed the Abolition, and declared 
themſelves ready for regulation, to manifeſt their ſincerity by 
voting with him. Firſt, however, it would be natural to aſk 
him whether he yielded to the trade and flayery? No, he 
yielded to neceſſity, and ſhould attempt that which was next, 
and in that caſe he was drawn into this dilemma ; the failute 
of his abject would confirm the exiſting miſchief he com- 
plained o, while the ſucceſs of it would allow the trade. There 
was however good and evil in all human councils, and the 
rejection of his motion would unmaſk a great deal of falſe- 
hood, while. the ſucceſs of it would accompliſh the direct 
good, and progreſively much more. He would ſhew, there- 
fore, how far he was open to compoſition, and then, as the 
proprietors and planters. had profeſſed themſelves ral to 
improve the condition of the ſlaves, though not aboliſh the 
trade, he would inyite them to join their endeavours fot that 
purpoſe, It would then be. natural to aſk—Do you mean 
| | 2 5 to 
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to emancipate the ſlaves ? As he ſtated to tie Houſe about a 
fortnight ago, he neither meditated abolition or emancipation; 
It was not in his power to urge any arguments for emanci- 
pation, nor if it were, would he venture upon it, becauſe he 
could not mike an adequate proviſion. What then did ehe 
mean to do? Did he mean to give them equal rights ? No 
that would he equivalent to emaneipation. What then? He 
meant to give them every benefit that was compatible with # 
rational and preffabe demand upon their ſervice, and ſuch as 
their ſituatton would allow. He did not mean to abolifh 
ſervice, but to improve their minds; and, by fo doing, im- 
prove the minds of their mafters alſo. To aboliſh ſervice, you 
muſt aboliſh man for ſervice is not flavery, The object of 
his motion, therefore, was to amend their actual condition, 
and make them capable cf more amendment; in fine, to 
make them good ſervants inſtead of bad ſlaves. FO 
© The firſt inquiry upon theſe grounds would be what is the 
actual condition of the negroes? To ſhew what their pre- 
tended happineſs was, he referred to 'a pamphlet entitled 
« The true ſtate of the queſtion,” which ſtated, that they 
were provided with a houfe and garden of their own, having 
food and cloathing ſupplied by their maſters, and having 
their wives and children protected by the law. Such a de- 
ſcription would repreſent a Weſt India plantation as a kind 
of Paradiſe, He had no doubt that there were many indi- 
viduals who treated their flaves with conſiderable kindneſs. 
What however was the inference which he derived from the 
admiſſion? The admiſſion itfelf, in particular inſtances, 
amounted to a confe ſſion that this treatment ought to be ge- 
neral, and all he wiſhed was, to enforce unreal what at 
preſent was only partially practiſed. 0 5 | * 
He would next ſhew the reverſe of this ſtatement, and what 

the real condition of the ſlaves was. They had no law but 
will, no government but the whip, They had no protection 
whatſoever from the magiſtrates. They enjoyed none of the 
bleflings nor advantages of marriage, in as far as it was un- 
derſtood to conſtitute the vinculum matrimomii, and to enſute 
legal protection to their families, They had no law, no re- 
ligion, no principle of thi now If they had theſe benefits 

they muſt multiply, and it they have them not, the contrar 
muſt be the fact; one propoſition proves the other. If the 
reverſe of the firſt propoſition be true, then it appears, that 
from the quantity of flaves imported into the colonies of late 
years, the population would have increafed to fuch a degree 
$708 2003. +; BY © Joo 
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that they muſt have ſought. other outlets. The neceſſity, 
therefore, of continuing the trade proved the axiom to de- 
monſtration. - r | 

He ſhould be aſked then do you mean to give them the be- 
nefits ol law, government, morals, religion and marriages? 
Mr. Francis declared, he would give them none of theſe, for 
they were not in a ſituation capable of receiving them. They 
muſt firſt create a capacity in the negroes to receive thoſe be- 
nefits, the enjayment of which was only capatible with a cer- 
tain degree of mental improvement and political civilization, 
As well might corn be ſown upon gravel or marble, as kno - 
ledge communicated with a hope of impreſſion to a barbarous 
mind. It might ftrixe ſome gentlemen, perhaps, that the 
language was ra{h and irreverent; he aſſured them however, 
that it. lowed. from a proper ſenſe of religion, and the 
moſt ſincere piety; that it was abſolutely impoſſible to 
inſtruct . mankind iu the knowledge of religion, as long. as 
they, remained in a ſtate of ſavage barbarity. No man 
poſtelied of common feeling or common inrciledt, would 
deny, that religion was neceilaryto the very exiſtence of ſocie- 
ty. It was equally true, on the other hand, that ſome degree 
of mental improvement was neceſſary to the exiſtence of reli- 
gious principles. When an attempt was made to teach an 
unmformed negro to pray, it ſhould be remembered that det- 
pair and abandoned guilt never pray, In the parable of the 
phariſee and the publican, the publican hid his face, If you 
would bave negroes pray, you muſt firſt r2ach them to hope, 
or they will never do it. You baptiſe them, when you might 
as well baptiſe your dogs and horſes ; for what can he ſee in 
the. ruler ot the univerſe, but a being whoſe benefits are inter- 
cepted from him, who has Javiſhed all his good things upon 
white men, and who has dealt out nothing but ſlavery, uſury, 
and oppreſſion to the blacks. Such a being, uninſtructed as 
he was, anegro. would be more ready to conceive him to be 
a demon than a ſpirit of love. The baptiſm of negroes, thete- 
fore, is the laſt act ot human impiety. He would go to 2 
bigher authority for the truth of this doctrine, by quoting 
from a book, which, whether conſidered as a divine or human 
production, certainly contained in it perfect wiſdom, and was 
moreover. a book in the recommendation of which, as a lay- 
man, he might be thought diſintereſted. He then quotes, 
from the parable ot the ſower and the ſced in the New Peſta- 
ment, that yerſe which ſays, © The only ſeed which brought 
forth fruit was that which fell on good ground,” —the meal 
ing of which was, that the mind muſt be capable of inſtruo- 


tion, 
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tion, it muſt be prepared. What then is your remedy? In 
one word, it is your property; not in your money, nor in 


your moveables, but inland, Property is the foundation. of 


ſoci-ty. In that acorn is the oak contained, and under that 
tree he may flouriſh and be happy, that is with time, means, 
and ſecurity. Property originates in cultivation, and out of 


that ſingle act all the reſt i gradually proceed, or may be 


ingrafted on it; we have it from the mouth of a King, 
« Truth ſhall flouriſh out of the earth.“ — “ Veritas de terra 
orta i.“ ON: 
The idea was not new even to the planters, even at pre- 
ſent they pretended that their ſlaves; were in poſſeſſion of a cer- 
tain quantity of property. Was there, however, no example 
of the practice? There certainly was—among the Romans, 
the ſlave poſſeſſed a peculium, in which be he was protected by 
the laws. Out of the profits of this peculium, alſo, he was per · 
mitted to purchaſe another ſlave, and ſometimes his freedom. 


Of all flaves, perhaps the condition of the Helots in Sparta 


was the molt cruel, oppreſſed, and abominable ; yet they had 
almoſt all the landed property under their management, by a 
fixed tenure. The Spar:ans only amuſed themſelves in peace, 
or took up arms in war, while the Helots or ſlaves. had the 
cultivation of the lands entruſted to their care, upon a regular 
payment of a fixed produce to their maſters. "The Helot was 
as ſecure in his property as any lawful heir with us. Such 
alſo was the ſituation of the Zemindars in Bengal. It was to 
be obſerved, moreover, that the Spartans had often recourſe 
to the Helots both for perſonal aſſiſtance in battle and ſupplies 
of money, whereby the ſlave was better treated, This might 
alſo be taken for a proof why the flaves in our own plantations 
were ſo ready to take up arms, The inference he drew from 
that fact was different from that generally deduced from it. 
In his opinion, it was not a proof of affection for their maſ- 


ters, and contentment with their ſtate, as bad been urged; 


his concluſion was, that the condition of a negro, as à ſol- 
dier, was better than the condition of a negro in the fields. 
That was preciſely the caſe with the Helots, and there was 
little doubt but what it was ſo with the ſlaves in our colo- 
nies. | een 

In 9925 or in contract with ſociety, property is infinitely 
more neceſlary to a ſlave than a freeman. Without it, he is 
incapable of receiving any ſocial benefit or modern, improve- 
ment. The ſavage is ſatisfied with his liberty, and having 
little or no idea of property, has, Rill leſs of laws or fettle- 


ment; while in ſociety a freeman may do without, property, 


becauſe 
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becauſe he is free. There is an adage that © ſervice is the 
man's calling“: that is becauſe” he knows it to be voluntary. 
That formed the eſſential diſtinction between flavery and fer- 
vice. There could be no doubt whatever that ſervices are 
reciprocal ; and it would be of ſervice to the vulgar to know 
that ſervants are more indebted to the maſter, than the maſter 
to his ſervants, In whatever degree freedom can be imparted 
to the flave, provided it be accompanied with profit, the more 
vigorous and powerful that ſlave will be. Monteſquieu has 
related that the labour of the mines 'was maintained by little 
privileges, perquiſites, and profits, fo that men became re- 
conciled to that moſt horrible of all employments, to dig as it 
were in the centre of the earth for life, on 'account of the little 
gr annexed to their employments ; and thus Cicero 
truly obſerves * Cupiditate peculii nullam conditionem recuſant 
2 ſervitutis.“ | 

Theſe were the principles upon which he formed his mo- 
tion. The general object was to give the ſlaves a legal allot- 
ment of a cottage and piece of land, with time and implements 
to cultivate it, and ſecurity for the produce. He was not 
prepared for objections, and merely ſubmitted his motion as 
ſome foundation for future proceedings. He thought it would 
be both convenient and uſeful to enforce ſuch regulations by 
law, becauſe ſome compulſion would be neceffary to embrace 
all the iſlands, and to oblige every planter and proprietor to adopt 
it. Some iſlands might perhaps be better qualified than others. 
The beſt way, however, to enforce it generally, appeared to be 
by ſuffering no planter or proprietor to keep more negroes on his 
eſtate than he could really feed, in the ſame manner as farmers, 
in this country, proportion their ſervants to'the ſtock of their 
farms. By keeping more negroes than they can really feed, 
planters ate guilty of unneceſſary cruelty. There ſhould alſo 
de an allowance in favour of 'marriage,” and the ſlave ought to 
hold his allotment of land for life, and not to be removeable. 
He wiſhed to bring the condition of a negro ſlave as nearly as 
poſſible to that of à villain regardant, under the feudal ſyſtem. 
Where marriage was encouraged, they ought to be protected, 
on which account penalties ſhould be levied upon rapes and 
ſeduction. Marriage could never be expected to be frequent 
while the wife remained at the diſpoſal of the overſeer, and 
parents were reduced to look upon their children as a curſe, 
rather than a bleſſing. He did nat intend to name the penal- 
ties, becauſe although he had ſtudied the ſubject cloſely, he 
had not decided upon them; he entered, however, ſo far into 
the detail as to be of opinion that no man ſhould be ſuffered 

290 to 
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to ad as an overſeer unleſs he were married, nor then, unleſs 
be had arrived at a certain age, becauſe he thought it neceſ- 
fary to have ſome check upon the paſſions of an ov. rſeery, and 
as women were beſt ſuited to look after women, his wife mut 
be truſted with the care of the female {laves. I 10915 
Tue greateſt improvement af all, though ſubſequent io 
place, would be to remove the laſh from the hand of the over- 
ſeer. Accounts of puniſhment, - inflicted by this weapon had 
been produced in evidence, and fome of them, particularly on 
a woman in geſtation, were too horrible to repeat. Ihe e- 
med y which he propoſed for this was to eſtabliſh a juriſdictiun 
of ſlaves over one another. It might be ſaid that you could 
never bring them to do juſtice. He was of a coutrary opi- 
nion. He ſhould be always loath to take the account of a 
ſlave's tranſg te ſſion from an overſeer, and he believed that 
good and humane men ſo long as they found their returns 
good, had been often impoſed upon by ſo doing. The me- 
thod he ſuggeſted had already been practiſed. It was to judge 
the culprit by a jury, who were to be ſelected trom the, beſt uf 
men, and a right of challenge was to be given both to the 
overſeer and the offender. . One of the jury alſo ſhould, be 
choſen to inflict the/puniſhment, and the overleer might pre- 
ſide to mitigate or remit the puniſhment, but ſhould. never be 
allowed to judge nor execute. If there was any danger of 
injuſtice to be apprehended from this mode, he Was inclined 
to think that inflead of being too lenient it would. lean to ſeve- 
1i:y, As to the practicability of it, a gentleman, ho might 
potiibly be known to many members of that Houle. but with 
whon he had not the happine(s to be acquainted, had already 
done it. Ihe gentleman he alluded to was dir Philip Gibbs, of 
the iſland of Barbadoes. Let gentlemen look to the ſepoy 
ſervice in India, they would find the trial, and execution of 
ſepoy male factors dilpoſed of in the ſame way, and juſtice has 
never failed in any one inſtance; on the contrary, the com- 
manding officer has often been diſpoſed to mitigate. He gave 
an inſtance-of a man ſuppoſed to be mad, Who aſſaſſinated 
Captain Ewers at che head of his regiment, when. the grena- 
diers immediately cloſed upon him, and they could hardly be 
prevented from tying him to a horſe's tail, and having, him 
dorn to pieces. He was afterwards executed with ſome: acts 
of barbarity. Sir Philip Gibbs has given bis ſlaves. land and 
ſock, he encourages marriage, and never has them tried or 
-punithed, but. by a jury of, their own ſpecies. The conſe- 
quence of theſe- wiſe regulations is, that his negroes do double 
rk, becpule they are well fed, and no man is better Cap 
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reſpected him for the foundneſs of his principles. 

There were other regulations to be adopted, ſuch as the 
appointment of tribunals and magiſtrates, from perſons of 
great authority and independent ſituations. This part he 
confeſſed he had not prepared, but he would mention another 
regulation, which was hinted to him by a relation of bis, Mr. 
Godſchalt ſohnſon, which related all fo to the internal ſtate, 
and was extremely neceffary. He meant the appointment of 
magiſtrates of the market on the coaſt of Africa, to ſee 
that traders did not add to the ſeparation off families, that 
the huſband was not torn away from the wife, nor the mo- 
ther carried into ſlavery without the child. If it be faid 
that moſt of theſe — were already granted and enjoyed, 
he took it as he before ſtated, as an admiſſion, that they ought 
to be ſo, and provided they were, there could be no objection 
to a law of that deſcription, ſince the compulſion would thereby 
be no burden. | THIOL We HE wn 


Before he brought this plan before the Houſe, he ſaid, he 


had deemed it adviſeable to conſult with Mr. Burke upon it, 


becauſe though that gentleman had ſeparated himſelf from thoſe 
perſons with whom he was formerly connected, that ſeparation 
had nor impared their friendſhip. + Mr. Burke's apprehenſion 
of his plan outſtripped his explanation, and he found that he 
had anticipated his intentions, only his vaſt and comptehen- 
five mind, with its uſual expanſion, had framed a wider plan. 
One ſketch of it he had given ſome time ago to a gentleman in 
Treland, and another lately to a right honourable gentleman 
in that Houſe. Mr. Francis faid he had not ſeen it, but 
from what he underſtood of it, he thought it embraced too 
much at once. If we were to ſpeculate upon either, he 
ſhould prefer his own; becauſe his own was progreflive. 
They were not, however, he conceived, to be compared, and 
if Mr, Burke's plan were to be attempted to be put in execy- 
tion, he onght to be in the Houſe himſelf to conduct it, fot 
no vulgat᷑ mind could reach to the execution of his grand de- 
ſigns. He would gladly give way to him, — non foret 
incertus, and becauſe he found himiſelf unable to wield the ar- 
mour of Archilles. | PE tori 
The next queſtion" that preſented itſelf would be through 
what medium is this plan to be executed. The greateſt dif- 
ficulty lay in the execution, in Which any law, on this ſub- 
Jett of all others, was moft likely to fail. No effective pro- 
tection he was perſuaded could be afforded to negroes, uptil 
they are gradually raifed* to a ſtate of mind and character, 
that. ſhall entitle them to credit for their evidenccg. When be 
Vor. IV. 1796. 1 looked 
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looked to the power and means, the plan might be good, and 


the means unadyiſeable, or vice verſa. He did not, however, 
chooſe to leave the plan of execution to the colonial legiſlatures, 
decauſe he conceived they would be both incapable and un- 
willing to enforce them. It was hardly poſſible to expect 
- that ſo many iſlands ſhould concur ig one, plan, and he was 
"furthermore inclined to draw a concluſion, that they would 
not do. it, from. the ſpirit and tendency of their laws, If 
© there were one provincial, or colonial lembly over all the 
illands, then pollibly. that aſſembly might have the power. 
The general ſpirit of their laws, however, was to enforce 
flayery, not protect it, There might, it was true, be ſome | 
acts of a different aſpect, but if there were thoſe acts were 
never executed. For wickedneis their laws are like the laws © 
of Pandæmonium, and for ignorance and folly, like the | 
Ra of Bedlam, and not like any act of legiſlation, . For in- 


% 
— 
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ance, in caſe of an injury to a flave, whoſe bones may be 
broken, or whoſe eye may be knocked out, no compenſation 
is made to the flaye himſelf, but to the aggrieved party. 
And who is this aggrieved party but the flave, you — 
lay, whoſe eye was excavated, or whole arm was fractured? 
"or the aggrieved party is the proprictor.of the ſlaye who has 
done the injury, but is ſuppoſed to feel the loſs. in his ſer- 
vant's incapacity to labour, and thus the ſituation of the flaye 


is aggravated, and the cruelty of the proprietor encouraged, 

It kk however be aſked, would you 5 the queſtion, and 
4 hazard the conſequence of legilang for the colonies. with 
; the example of America, before you ? In anſwer to that, be 
would reply, that there was a wide difference between Ame- 


f rica and the Weſt India iſlands, and that he rejaiced with 
k the late Lord Chatham, that America reliſted, America had 
. the right on her ſide, which the Weſt India Iſlands would 
\ not have if they were to ſecede from the mother country. If 
however they were to do ſo, he had an internal confidence 
55 we could bear the loſs, It was not to be concluded, there- 
fore, that he undervalued the colonies ; that would be an un- 
fair, and not a logical concluſion, As to the ſeceſſion of 
America, he rejoiced, becauſe it opened one aſylum for free- 
| dom at leaſt, which he was very happy to ſee, ſince there 
| was no proſpect of her long retaining any ſettlement in Europe. 
. If be were aſked how he could prove that America had the 
f right on her ſide, he ſhould fay, that ſhe never thought of 
| _ revolting till taxation wae impoſed, and that, before that time, 
. ſhe, was as a pupil to his tutor, or a child to. its. parent. 
There is an eſſential difference between legillating fo fe | 
yy | | g 
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good of an object and taking money from it. This country 
Big no right to take the property of America, becauſe Ame- 
rica was not repreſented. Nor are the Weſt India Iſlands re- 
preſentech ſome might ſay. What! are they not repreſented? 

ho are they, then, that carry queſtions by majorities? Are 
they not proprietors h have not mertgaged their eſtates 
here, that ſtand up for the planters and proprietors; and is 
not the greater part of Weſt India property here in loans and 
mortgages? © Beſides, "what weapons have the Welt India 
Illands to reſiſt with, if they were reſolved to do ſo? They 
muſt ſubmit to force, though he ſcorned force as much as 
any one. b be faid, we have no right to a — for 
them; as they have all internal legiflatures. Would the 
right honourable gentleman oppoſite (Mr. Pitt), or any man 
ſay, that parliament had no right to legiſlate for.the Weſt 
India iſtands? He owned we had no right to legiſlate for 


them capricioully, dut we certainly had a. right to ſegiflate 


for” them on great and adjudged eaſes. The colonial aſſem- 
blies, however, were not emitſed to complain, becauſe they 
make no ſcruple of legiflating for a claſs of men twenty times 
more numerous than themſelves without their conſent ; my, 
to govern them 4d # bitrium without any legiſlation at all. 
The exiſtence of two ſuch claſſes as the 'negrocs and 


planters, made the interpoſition of the'Britiſh legiſlature in- 


Aiſpenſibly neceſſaty. Had they ever given up the right of 
legiſlating for them ?=Confefledly not ; for by Governor 
Jonſtone's "AR, in 1778, they were only bound to abftain 
from taxing them, and he did not believe that there Was any 
other act of a different tendency, the protecting power having 
a claim! to obedience though not to mohey. oO 

Another diſtinction Was, that in the nature of things, and 
in the courſe of time, America muſt have become free. The 


Hereulean” infant would have been too big for its cradle, it 


would have burſt from its ſeading-ſtrings, and have acted for 
itſelf.” The extent of the coaſt and population of America 
would in time have made her independent, if our folly and 
injuſtice had not haſtened it, 'while the iſlands cannot grow, 
T heir limits are fixed by the ſea, as their power is by the 
nature of their population. 
Upon theſe grounds, he faid, he ſhould move for leave to 
bring in a Bill. Gentlemen might fee, in imine, Whether it 
was to be reſiſted, if not, the Bil was prepared; and, pro- 
vided it was fuffeted to be brought in, he Gould propoſe to 
have it read a firſt time and printed, and as the detail of it was 


then 
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then wiſh to have it ſtand over to the next ſeſſion of» parlia- 
ment, that if it ſhould afterwards be rejected, it might ſerve 
as a foundation for another courſe of proc eeding. He had 
done enough, he conceived, for the Houſe to have a general 
. view! of his intentions, and the reaſons upon which he acted z 
and if he could get the Houſe to; go ſo far with him, he 
Ahought- he ſhould haye done ſome ſervice; He had been 
«thirteen years in parliament, and at ꝓreſent he had very/Jittle 
intention of ſitting in parliament again. He ſhould therefore 
retire with the conſideration of having done his right and 
duty, and concluding with that conſideration, he moved for 
Jeave to bring in a Bill for the regulation and improvement 
of the ſtate and condition of the negro and other ſlaves in 
the Welt India iflands and plantations, under the dominion of 
his Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceflors, 5 
Mr. Sexjeant Adair ſaid, that concurring as he did in the 
principles and object of the honoutable gentleman, the general 
alan he had propoſed was attended with ſuch unſurmountable 
bſtacles as would induce bim even in that ſtage to give it 
aus decided - oppoſition, * He would not, however, like the 
nonoutable gentleman, impute improper motives to the con- 
duct of any one, but would give him the credit of being 
guided by the pureſt views of humanity and juſtice; had his 
propoſitions been brought forward in a ſtage in which they 
could debate matters of regulation, or had they been advanced 
in a colonial aſſembly, he would reckon them well entitled 
to be ſupported and embiaced, When he ſa a motion, an- 
10uriced, purporting to be for improving the ſtate of the 
negroes in the Weſt Indies, he immediately felt himſelf called 
bon to abandon every engagement of pleaſure or of buſineſs 
and to attend and give his aid to every plan that ſeemed cal. 
ol c1)ared to effect its purpoſe, without involving any dangerous 
1 example. In his mind, however, nothing but complete and 
total abolition could ſucceed in producing that amelioration 
Fi „mich it was the object of any partial plan of regulation to 
| obtain. The ingenious arguraents that had that night fo 
ably been ſuggeſted in purſuance of this idea, convinced him 
the more that ſuch a plan was attended with difficulties which 
no talents could ſurmount. He hoped that the great and 
radical meaſure from which it only could reſult, would not 
be laid out of fight, that it wud never die, that it would 
never be abandoned till complete and final ſuccels was ob- 
tained, There were many of the points upon which he 
agreed entirely with the honourable gentleman, Property, 
marriage, freedom from the laſh, and regulation of the trafic 
on 
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on the coaſt of Africa; eſpecially the three fir. he con- 
ſidered in themſelves as extremely good, but he was afraid 
they were not to de effected hy the means propoſed. As to the 
article of property, he did not ſae well how it could be realiſed, 
an objection. which the honourable gentleman himſelf, had 
foreſeen, without fixing the negro:to.the place where the pro- 
perty exiſted, and thus iunovating in a very deciſive manner 
upon the legal rights in laves, of which maſters at preſent 
were poſleſled-. Ihe (tate of the llaves was ſo involved with 
the ſyilem which prevailed, and with the rights ariſing out or 
it to the ptoptietots, that no partial remedy could operate with 
advantage. With regard to the two laſt, marriage and ex- 
emption from the Whip, he would have heartily concurred in 
them, had the Houſe been deliberating upon matters of re- 
gulation, and had the grand ſource of the evil been removed. 
As to the regulation of the trade on th; coaſt of Africa, to 
that he could never agree. He could never aſſent to any 
modification, to any compromiſe, 10, any plan of regulation 
and of improvement, that would in any way ſeem to indicate 
a recognition of the principle itſelf, Which had been repro- 
bated and renounced by the Houte after the fulleſt examina- 
tion, and by the moſt ſolemn reſolutions. Nothing but com- 
plete abolition with him could ever be admitted as a, proper 
remedy to any partial evil, or any ſatisfaction of the great 
object which the Houſe had, purſued. He did not mean to 
refute the arguments of the honourable gentleman., With 
regard to the rights of man, as they, had been ſtated by the 
bonourable gentleman, he was pertectly agreed. Upon the 
point of propagation, which he deduced as, a concluſion, he 
was induced from the fact, upon the ſubject to differ, The 
{tate of the flaves had not operated totally co defeat this olyeR. 
But if all the advantages, which ſhould reſult from this pro- 
pagation were not enjoyed, what an argument for. the total 
abolition of the trade, and a complete prohibition. of any new 
importation! So long as cultivation was cheaper from con- 
tinued importation than from care and attention in rearing 
the children of the negroes, no pains would be taken to make 
the propagation anſwer the neceſſity. "The principal reaſoa 
however that induced..him to give his negative to the prefent 
motion, was the impolicy of interſering in the internal regu- 
lat ions of the colonies. He did not oppoſe it as denying the 
right. It was a ſubject, that of the abſtract right of the le- 
giſlature, that he did not with; to agitate. He had not for- 
gotten the evil that had ariſen during the unfortunate American 
conteſt, from. the diſcuſſions upon this right, It was better 
; to 
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io avoid all abſtract reaſonings on the right of the Tepiſſature' to 
form regulations, and only to confine! it to the immecſiate 
neceſſity of the caſe, He was unwilling, he fatd, to take up 
the interme ate points between general adrniſſion and nego- 
tiation of the tight. A the regulations propoſed were to have 
effect wholly within the colonies, he did not wiſh to drive 
them to the ſituation of the American colonies, and bring into 
queſtion their ſeparation from this country. It had been faid 
that America was the aſylun of liberty, and the ſanctuary of 
the oppreiied, He, however, conſidered this country is the 
true atylum of liberty, the only conſtitution under which it 
could ſafely repoſe. Ours was ſanctioned by experience. 
That of Ametica had not yet been ſtamped with this venera - 
ble ſeal, While abſtract notions of government agitated mensꝰ 
minds, and had produeed ſo much miſchief, he was cautious 
il of broaching any ſubject that might involve their diſcuſſion. 
i It was admitted that the colonies were not repreſented here, 
} and this was a conſideration that ſhould attach us more to 4 
| complete abolition. Then there would be no need to fecon- 
i 


cile the jarring intereſts of the afſemblics, or provoke any nice 

diſcutions. All that was to be done was to ſtop the ſupplies of 

negracs, and the evils complained of would ecafe of them - 

" felves, It was indeed true, that many of the iflands were re- 

preſented by their proprietors here; but it was not as propries 

10 tots of lands in the Weſt Indies, but as inhabitants of this 

4 country. As well might it be argued, that becauſe many 

pl perſons from a-neighbouring kingdom (Ireland) reſided here, 

0 the Britiſh parliament might paſs an act, diſpofing of the pro- 

[il perties of any claſs of perfons in that country as repreſented in 

the fame manner. He thought therefore, that no point would 

be ſo obnoxious as that of apportioning the lands of the Weſt- 

India proprietors, without their conſent and without their 

being properly repreſented. + As he was convinced that the 

| plan could not be eſtectual, without a total abolition, and as it 

| was ſo dangerous in its principle, he would give it his negativ 

| even in that ſtage. 6 H⁰ο . . S1H7- nog 29th 

Ar. Fox addreſſed the Speaker as follows : * The caſe” 

| which we. have now before us is unqueſtionably of very con- 
| 


i1derable magnitude: I am ſtill; however ready, When called 
upon, to give a decided opinion upon the ſubject, and to ſhe 
the reaſons upon which that opinion is ſormed. Before enter- 
1 ing upon the diſcuſſion of the queſtion, it is impoſſible not to 
premiſe, that whatever be the reſult of the motion no \intro- 
. duced, the Houſe and the publio mutt, ſeel themſelves deeply 
| indebted to his honourable friend for the information he gave. 


them, 
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them, and the admirable difplay he had made of knowledge of 
real and true philoſophy. His ſpeech of this day muſt ever 
do honour to his ability and his humane intentions. It is 
undoubtedly a queſtion attended with many and ſerious diffi- 
culties, and nothing of an extrancous nature ought, if poſſi- 
ble, to be introduced, or enlarged upon; the attention ought 
not to be diverted from the main object immediately ſub- 
mitted to our deciſion. I cannot, however, refrain from 
taking notice of what has been ſaid relative to this country or 
America, being the proper aſylum where the friends of free- 
dom may expect to find themſelves ſecure from the encroach- 
ments of arbitrary power, and the miſeries of unjuſt oppreſſion. 
My honourable friend oppoſite to me has talked of the bleſ- 
ſings of this free. conſtitution, and the advantages reſulting 
from it to thoſe who live under it. Such things may have 
exiſted; but if I am to ſpeak of our conſtitution as it now 
exiſts, if the retrogade movement which has commenced is 
ſuffered to continue, if the preſent ſyſtem of government is to 
be perſevered in, there is an end of all thoſe bleſſings ; we may 
go any where elſe in ſearch of true liberty. Let us look back, 
Sir, to the year 1784; let us trace the progreſs of miniſters at 
diſterent periods, but let us ——— conſider what bay 
paſſed in the preſent ſeſſion, aud we muſt perceive ſuch enor- 
mous alterations in this bleſſed conſtitution, that thoſe h 
were formerly acquainted with ĩt, could ſcarcely know it agaĩn. 
America is ſaid to have a new and untried conſtitutiom; the 
obſervation may be juſt, but I cannot hely thinking; that from 
the late wonderful innovations, the conſtitution of this coun- 
try may practically be ſaid to be, of a later date, than eren 


that of America, or any other country whatever. Upon this, 


however, I ſhall not enlarge farther at preſent. - 
« As to the object of my honourable friend's motion, it 
ſeems to be admitted, that the principles upon which it is ſup- 


ported are of the moſt deſirable nature; ſo much indeed do 1 


conceive this to be the caſe, that I think it unneceſſary to 
argue upon the wiſdom of them, conſidered in an abſtract 


point of view. He bas likewiſe admitted that the -improve- - 
ments he looks up to, muſt be of a gradual nature; and he has 


certainly hit upon the moſt ſolid. and natural baſis on Which to 
build his future ſuperſtructure, when he propoſes to commence 


his operations by eſtabliſhing a ſyſtem of property among the 


negroes. Independently, then, of the principles ahſtracted 


conſidered. the chief queſtions feem to be, firſt; how far, ina 

prudential-point of view, it is wile in my honourable friend to 
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with, and introductory to the final abolition, of the Naye trade 4 
and, ſecondly, what Mr the War dy which he igtends bis 
inciples to be carried into practice, ol Nos! as Thaw walk 
wo 1 honourable. and learned friend who ſpoke laft, ſeerhed 
to conſider this as a debate upon the propriety of adopting the 
propoſition now made to the Houle, or of deciding for 3 tota 
abolition.——How happy ſhould J feel were that aQually the 
caſe, and with how little heſitation ſhould I prefer a total abo - 
lition., I do not conſidet that my giving my, vote one way of 
nother this evening, is to be held to be an inſtance of my 
eceding one ſtep from the ground, which T have'al ways take 
on the. queſtion of the entire abolition of the {lave trade, I have. 
pledged myſelf to the Houſe upon that point. Thoſe honour- 
able gentlemen, who: have been equally, if not more ſtrenuous 
than myſelf in this cauſe, I do not preſume have any, inten- 
ons of abandoning it; but ſure J am, that no ſeſſion ſhall 
paſs, while I haye the honour of ſetting in this Houſe, without 
my exertions being employed to accelerate this deſirable event. 
I, for one, am determined not to contribute to the increaſe or. 
perpetuation of that ſtigma which muſt eyer be attached to 
this Houſe and to this country, while that abominable traffic is 
permitted to exiſt, _If, Sir, we were at the beginning of a 
ſeſñon, and there was any ſolid hope that an Folition was 
likely to take place, I would yield to the argument of my ho- 
notirable and learned friend, but the Bill introduced for that 
purpofe has been loſt. I know not exactly, if the forms of 
the Houſe admit of the introduction of another, 'for the ac- 
compliſhment of the fame” object; or if they did, I ſee nd. 
certainty, of better ſucceſs, ue. 
: 4 When Took forward, I fee little rational ground of hope, 
particularly when I reflect upon the characters and fitustiog 
of ſome who were in the minority on the late queſtion. J 
ſay, mat men of the greateſt power and influence in the coun- 
try, and of unqueſtionably great abilities, eoyld * ante 
weight into the ſcale in the conſideration” of any queſtio 
would indeed be ridiculous. What was actually the fas f 
The queſtion was introduced with the approbation and ſupport, 
of a miniſter. who ſurely has neither leſs influence nor lefs per- 
ſonal talents than any of his predeceſſors, and yet the plan has 
falled. If this be ſo, when, where, how. are we to procure. 
ſuccels? The plan too, Sir; was defeated, cohtfary to a ſolemn 
gecifion of parliament; having, diſgraced the ſelves in this 
Qameful manner, what right haye I th hope that another oc% 
Eafion will ſoon be preſented for the attaifimendof this #efired 


* . 
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the Houſe will not totally forget all theſe honourable, humane 
ſentiments they have formerly uttered upon the occaſion ; but 
that if they are not inclined to fulfil all they have promiſed, 
they will at leaſt ſhow a deſire of doing ſomething to give ſub- 
ſtance to their profeſſions, and to prove that they were 
founded in ſincerity. 

I now come to conſider the nature of the means by which 
my honourable friend propoſes to carry his propoſition into ex- 
ecution ; and upon this undoubtedly the whole difficulty reſts, 
The right of taxation, and of general legiſlation, have, I con- 
ceive, been improperly confounded together. They are, toall 
intents and purpoſes, practically different, This difference 
was conſtantly acknowledged in the great queſtion of Ameri. 
can independence. The Americans never found fault with 
our legiſlative acts, until they involved the queſtion of taxa- 
tion. Lord Chatham, in a ſpeech in this Houſe, and I do 
honour to his memory for the ſentiment, ſaid, that he rejoiced 
in the reſiſtance made by America, to every attempt to tax 
them, for the purpoſes of revenue ; and in the very ſame ſpeech 
he added, (L do not ſay I go all that length with him) that he 
nevertheleſs would not permit any matter of commerce to take 
place, not even a hob-nail, to be made in America, without 
| the ſanction of the Britiſh legiſlature. I mention this chiefly 

to ſhew the diſtinction that has been made between legiſlative 

acts of the one kind and the other; but in the American diſ- 
pute there was a difference taken, not only between acts of 
general legiſlation and of taxation, but between acts of tax- 
ation for the purpoſes of internal regulation, and acts of taxa- 
tion for the increaſe of the revenue Acts of taxation for the 
regulation of the Poſt Office were quietly acquieſced in. It 
was only when we offered them the alternative to accept or 
refuſe indiſcriminately acts of every deſcription paſſed by the 

Britiſh ſenate, that they diſcovered ſigns of ſerious re- 

ſiſtance. | 

With reſpet to the Weſt Indies, we have already re- 
nounced every right of taxation. My learned friend ſays, we 
have no right of this kind—ſo do I—but he fays he is not 
ready to admit in what reſpects legiſlative acts of any other 
nature may be paſſed, and he has brought forward the Eaſe of 

Ireland as in point upon this queſtion. The act paſſed four. 

teen years ago, put that matter right as to Ireland. In no 

inſtance could the difference between acts of legiſlation and 
taxation, be more clearly aſcertained. I from this ſource drew 
my arguments during the American war, In every Caſe of 
either external or internal regulation, the Iriſh were perfectly 

Var. IV. 1796. K ſub. 
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| | ubmiſſive; but if the bare intention of raiſing a tax for the 
| purpoſe of revenue had gone abroad, it would infallibly have 
| produced reſiſtance, I muſt confeſs, at the ſame time, that to 
| tegrſlate for colonies, 1s at no time deſirable; it ought only to 
de done when neceſſity calls for it. How far is this the cafe 
\ at preſent? I do not with, it mult be obſerved, upon the oc- 
| caſion, to repeat the mere letter of the law. My learned 
; friend, and every other profeſſional man, would certainly tell 
1 me, that a Britiſh ſtatute was as much the law of Jamaica as 
the law of Middleſex; but I am not fond of unneceſſarily 
ih exerciſing this legiſlative authority over perſons not actually 
repreſented, and where much injuſtice might ariſe for want of 
. proper local information. We are, however, at preſent re- 
1 duced to an unfbrtunate dilemma, and I am obliged to put 
j | this queſtion to myſelf + Whether it be better to make uſe of 


2 partial remedy which may in ſome reſpects be exceptionable, 
or permit the evil in its full extent to continue?” I have been 
accuſed of throwing out the threat of independence upon the 
fubje of the Weil India iſlands, I do, in anſwer to that, 
| mot decidedly affirm, that if it were to become a queſtion 
VB whether theſe iſlands ſhould be connected with this country, 

bit and in conſequence of that connexion, all the ſtigma attend- 
ing the abominable ſyſtem of ſlavery ſhould be ignominiouſly 
continued, or that their compleat independence ſhould take 
place, I ſhould not have one doubt on the ſubject. I am by no 
means blind to the danger of ſuch a feparation, I defire it 
not, the ſeparation would be painful, the danger great, but if 
the colonies were inclined to refuſe their aſſent to ſo wiſe and 
humane a propoſition as has now been made for the ameliora- 
tion of the ſtate of the ſlaves, I ſhould not feel myſelf inclined 
to employ either armies or navies to reduce them to ſubjection, 
but would in the language of a gentleman, who, N. not 
preſent, I cannot name as being a member of this Houſe, 
deſire them to “ go and be happy in their own way,” if hap- 
pinels could be found by acting contrary to every principle of 
ay policy, and humanity. If, however, it be acknow- 
edged that the Britiſh parliament has the power of general 

legillation, and that it may in ſome caſes of neceſſity be exer- 
eiſed, I aſk, what caſe of greater neceſlity can be put, than 
a caſe which involves the character and honour of the Britiſh 
name ? I have occaſionally faid, that a war to preſerve out 
honour is the only juſtifiable war. Even this principle, were 
it neceilary, I ſhould not find myſelf at a loſs to ſupport ; but 
if in any caſe a. legiſlative act is demanded for the purpoſes of 
intereſt, policy, aggrandiſement, or the increaſe of commerce, 
are 
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are any ſuch objects to be compared with that of removing the 
national diſhonour, which mutt ever be connected with the 
ſupport and continuance of this trade in any of its branches, 
I ſhall for theſe reaſons unqueſtionably vote for the introduc- 
tion of this Bill. | 

Were any perſon to give me a reaſonable ground to hope 
that an abolition of the flave trade would ſpeedily take place, 
were it held out to me that any other ſtep would be taken to- 
wards our amelioration of the ſtate of the ſl ves in the Weſt 
Indies, were to be told that a recommendation would come 
from the throne to effect the deſirable purpoſe, I might perhaps 
be ſilent upon this occaſion ; but let me no longer hear of ex- 
pectations from the acts of colonial aſſemblies! When I look 
at the in/-rra! code of laws under which the poor negroes 
languiſh, when I fee they are not conſidered as men, and 
reflect one moment upon the penaities to which they are ſub- 
jected, and the oppreſſion under which they labour, I expect 
Locking ſrom theſe allemblies, who give countenance to ſuch 
proceedings. 

It was urged as an argument by my learned friend, that 
the queſtion of abolition to which he fo heartily gives his 
aſſent, by no means involves the diſpute on the right of legiſ- 
lation, but that every proviſion in that Bill comes within the 
acknowledged authority of this Bouſe ; permit me, however; 
to ſay that the oppoſers of that Bill, and ſome of them high in 
author ity, conſtantly held out as an argument of ſome weight, 
the opinion which thoſe immediately upon the ſpot in the Welt 
Indies, or immediately connected with them might entertain 
upon the ſubject. I his, therefore, is no fair ground for op- 
poſing my honourable friend's motion. As to the queition of 
repreſentation, the Welt Indies are not, properly ſpeaking, re- 
preſented in this Houſe, nar is it practicable, perhaps, that 
they thould be fo; no more is Ireland, no more was America. 
As to their repreſentation ia the Welt Indies, it might be 
called a pure repreſentation of property, in conſequence of the 
number of blacks. But we ought, in this caſe, to conũder the 
difterence between a real and virtual reprefentation, and the 
proportion which in this reipect the Welt Indies bear to any 
other inſtance known in this country. Were we even to bring 
to our recollection the time when ſo many Iriſh landholders 
reſided in this country, and held feats in this Houle, aud whes 
ſo much land in Ireland was under mortgage in this country, 
yet would that bear no proportion to the power and influence 
of Welt India proprietors at the preſent moment. A countsy 
may undoubtedly be virtually 288 I do not lay it s 
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in every inſtance the beſt mode, but ſtanding where I now do, 
I muit acknowledge the fact; and ſurely if any country was 
ever virtually repreſented, it is the Weſt Indies in this Houſe, 
Does not every man hearing me ſeel, from the fate of the Bill 
for the abolition of the ſlave trade, that they are both virtually 
and powerfully repreſented in this Houſe? In ſhort, Sir, no 

caſe can appear to me to call in a more prefling manner upon 
the legiſlative authority of the Britiſh parliament, than the pre- 
ſent, unleſs we conſider as nugatory all we have ever heard, 
either from thoſe who promote or oppoſe the abolition of the 
flave trade. Good God! Mr. Speaker, have we come to a 
ſolemn decifion upon the ſubject, and yet paſs year after year, 
without taking a fingle meaſure to carry our reſolutions into 
execution? We are guilty of hypocriſy of the baſeſt ſort, I 
am conſtrained to vote for any meaſure of the kind propoſed, 
in order to prove that there 1s yet ſome ſincerity left in the 
Houſe of Commons. I hoped that my learned friend, in op- 
poſing this motion, and with the anxiety which .he expreſſes 
for a total abolition, would have thrown out ſome hope ot ſuch 
an event being likely to take place---but I am ſorry to ſay, I 
ſee no ſuch proſpect at the preſent period. After what took 
place in the year 1792, and the ſubſequent flagrant breach of 
promiſe that has taken place, all aſſurances coming from this 
Houſe muſt naturally be looked upon as vain and frivolous. 
At the ſame time I confeſs I even now think it would be ſome- 
thing, were the Houſe, during the preſent ſeſſion, to come to 
ſome ſolemn reſolution on the ſubject. I have already ſaid, 
that a vote on this queſtion muſt neceſſarily be given with ſome 
degree of difficulty; but 1 give mine clearly and conſcienti- 
ouſly, becauſe ſuch a meaſure, with all the obſtacles atrend- 
ing it, is leſs objectionable, and Jeſs contrary to humanity and 
Juitice, that doing nothing to alleviate thoſe miſeries which are 
at this moment attached to ſlavery in the Weſt Indies. When 
an entire abolition of the trace was propoſed in 1796, or were 
it now to be propoſed at any fixed period, I ſhould probably. 
object to any regulations of an inferior nature; but the . 
tion of abolition is loſt, and I have no option left. Is it in- 
deed come to this, that the Britiſh parliament have refuſed ta 
aboliſh the abominable traffic in human fleſh, and the ſlaves in 
the iſlands are to be left to the humanity of the Weſt India 
preprietors ? If it were apparent from authentie documents 
that the colonial aſſemblies would paſs thoſe acts which huma- 
nity demands, or that an abolition of the trade would be 
effected by parliament, there would be no occaſion for ſuch 
a meafure as the preſent ; but if no ſuch thing is likely to take 
place, 
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place, 1 find myſelf under the neceſſity of voting for the 


motion of my honourable friend.” 

Mr. Serjeant Adair ſaid, that he did not go the length of 
ſaying, that no propoſition with regard to the abolition could 
be entertained by the Houſe this ſeſſion, He thought that the 
Houte might take ſome ſtep to fulfil the pledge they had given, 
and the reaſon why he himſelf was averſe to take up the ſub- 
je& was, that he would not take it out of the hands of an 
honourable gentleman, who had proſecuted the ſubject with 
ſuch humanity and perſeverance, and whoſe abilities qualified 
him ſo well to conduct it. 

Sir William Young affirmed, that throughout the iſlands 
there were religious congregations of negroes, and itin-rant 
preachers in abundance. If gentlemen h d travelled in the 
Wet Indies, as he had done, they would be more competent 
than they were to ſpeak on the ſubject. The negroes were 
happier in general and more comfortable than the poor people 
of this country, which he could prove, were he diſpoſed to 
make invidious diſtinctions. They were already allowed a 
piece of ground, which they cultivated as their own property. 
He was ſurpriſed that the honourable gentleman talked fo 
lightly of giving away to each negro as much land as would 
here be a qualification to vote. Had the propoſitions of the 
honourable gentleman gone to effect any local remedies by an 
addreſs to the throne, in order to be recommended to the colo= 
nial aſſemblies, he, as well as others, would have heartily 
concurred, Slaves had ſerved in the war from real attach- 
ment to their maſters, and not from the motives afcribed by 
the honourable gentleman. He mentioned the ariſtocracy 
that prevailed among ſlaves, and their propenſity to domineer 
over one another, and exprefled his furprize that the Houſe 
could hearken to propolitions, that went to interfere with the 
internal legiſlation of the iſlands, by taxing the landed property 
of the proprietors, and by giving the negroes their ground. 

The Chancellor af the Exchequer ſaid, as he had repeatedly 
delivered his ſentiments at conſiderable length on the necellity 
of the abolition of the African flave trade, he would now 
briefly ſtate his opinion on the motion before the Houſe, He 
agreed that there were many ancient laws prevailed in feveral 
of the colonies; there was much, neverthelcls, yet to be done 
to ameliorate the condition of the flaves. What had fallen 
from the honourable Baronet was a ſubject of {ome conlolation, 
and ne contemplated: with ſerious ſatistaction that theſe unfor- 
tunate people had experienced ſome benefit from the diſcuffions 
which had taken place on the ſubject. But there was' ſtill 
much 
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much to be done, and that couid be only accompliſhed by a 
total abolition, as preſſed with ſo much eloquence and juſtice 
by his learned friend. The ſyſtem was fundamentally wrong, 
and no amelioration of the condition of the ſlaves in the Weſt 
Indies, could remove his objection to that ſyſtem, but he had 
ſanguine hopes that parliament would perſevere and complete 
what ſound policy urged, and. what it had fo laudably begun. 
As the planters became more enlightened, they would find it 
their intereſt to ſoften the condition of the flaves, and he 
hoped that tne ſpontaneous efforts of the planters would 
induce them to ameliorate their ſituations excluſive of what 
had been impoſed upon them by the executive government of 
the country. The total abolition of the traffick in thoſe un- 
fortunate people, he concluded was the only act to be expected 
from the Britiſh Houſe of Commons, and without this no 
local act of legiſlation he conceived would be of any material 
avail, His learned friend had pointed out the dangerous and 
miſchievous tendency of endeavouring by any act of internal 
legiſlation, to attempt introducing principles of morality, or 
correcting their condition by interfering with the property of 
the planters. As long as a torrent of new negroes were 
poured into the iſlands, he maintained that every plan 
adopted mult prove impolitic and inadequate to the end pro- 
poſed, 

No man would deny that many of the principles laid down 
by the hunourable member, were founded in juſtice and 
humanity ; it was laudable to inſt il into their minds morality ; 
but all inſtructions were fruitleſs as long as new negroes were 
imported into the colonies ; the old ſlaves were ſuſceptible of 
information ; ſuch would however operate to little advantage, 
without the total abulition was made the firſt preliminary ſtep 
to inſtruction, This was an opinion which he had long 
formed, and from which he would never depart, and it was 
ſtrengthened, not only by the debate of that night, but by 
every diſcuſſion which had taken place on the ſubject, it ought 
therefore to induce the Houſe to return to that opinion which 
it had ſolemnly recorded on its journals. The queſtion, he 
was firmly perſuaded, was only ſuſpended, but he was clearly 
againſt paſſing any Jaw for taxation in a Britiſh parliament, 
that would have in its operation a local application to every 
eſtate in the Weſt India Colonies. In giving property to ſlaves, 
the queſtion of taxation was effected, for what could be more 
ſubſtantial than ſuch a diſpoſal of the property of the planters, 
though taxation had been given, and it was dangerous to aſſume 
even the appearance of it, when ſo many evils might en- 

| lue. 
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ſue. Taking away their property was a violation of repre- 
ſentation all» in its beſt and moſt valuable effect, that of 
practical ſecurity, He cautioned the Houſe againſt ſtirring 
a queſtion of ſuch a delicate nature; it would only excite a 
ſpirit of oppoſition, and make a fruitleſs attempt to do that 
which might be done in a regular courſe by a liberal control 
of the law, by regulating the external trade of the country. 
The Houſe had relinquiſhed the power of altering the pro- 
perty of the negroes ; it had given out of its hand the power 
of taxation in the colonies; therefore, if the ſtirring of any 
queſtion was more dangerous and hazardous than another, 
it was that to which he had adverted. If parliament reſerved 
its undoubted right to regulate every meaſure that relates to 
trade, it retained the power of aboliſhing the Slave Lrade; 
why then not adopt the meafure at once, without involving 
it in innumerable difficulties, by attempting to interfere with 
the local legiſlation of the colonies? In this view of the 
queſtion, and admitting what he did as to the principle of 
internal improvement, he felt no difficulty in ſaying, that 
conſiſtent with the end he propoſed, in finally aboliſhing the 
African Slave "I rade, that he was bound to give his negative 
to the preſent motion. He begged leave to lay, with regard 
to what had been 'urged, and urged truly of the neceſſity of 
the Houſe not deſerting its own pledge, that no man felt 
more ſtrongly than he did the propriety of the obſervation : 
but how aid it apply in the preſent buſineſs ! In his opinion, 
that pledge was not ſecured to the public by the preſent mo- 
tion, becauſe the Bill of the honourable gentleman was totally 
diſtinct from the meaſures of an abolition, So far he could not 
countenance the motion; if the Bill was even paſſed, it would 
not go a ſtep further to redeem that folema pledge of parlia- 
ment. He could not avoid preſſing another obſervation on 
the notice of gentlemen ; which was, when he conſidered the 
very ſmall majority by which the motion of his honourable 
friend (Mr, Wilberforce) was lately loſt, and he contem- 
plated: the large majority who (ſupported the Abolition on 
other occaſions ; he had the moſt ſanguine hopes that parlia- 
ment, by coming hereaſter to a ſimilar vote, would maintain 
its honour and preſerve its conſiſtency. 

The Secretary at Var ſaid, he was fully convinced that 
all parties in that Houſe ſincerely and unanimouſly withed to 
ameliorate the condition of the ſlaves in the Wet Indies; 
every plan that went to that effect would always meet with 
his concurrence, His honourable friend, in adverting to the 
plan propoſed by his right honourable friend (Mr, Burke) 


ſaid, 


leparation of the colonies from this country. 
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faid, he abandoned that plan, becauſe he was incapable of 
embracing the ſubject on the large ſcale on which he had 
viewed it, This certainly was ſufficient cauſe for him not to 
have attempted a taſk to which his honourable fricnd acknow- 
ledged he was not competent. He was, however, fo far a 
friend to the plan propoſed, inaſmuch as it embraced much of 
that of (Mir Burke) whoſe genius and talents are fo emi- 
nently qualified for maturing a plan on a ſubject of this na- 
ture and magnitude. -He did not think that if they were to 
proceed on the plan propoſed by his honourable ſriend, there 
would be any determined oppoſition from the planters ; if 
there was, it would ariſe principally from a queſtion that had 
been touched upon relative to the power of this country to 
legiſlate in all matters for her colonies, a queſtion which he 
agreed with his honourable friend ought not to be agitated at 
all, except in caſes of abſolute neceſſity, and then only as far 
as the immediate exigency of the eaſe required, He wiſhed 
thoſe who were fo cautious of venturing on that diſcuſſion 
now, had been as much fo on other parts of the queſtion, 
particularly the total abolition, He had great and ſanguine 
hopes that much in the way of amelioration would be done by 
the colonies themſelves, and he did not deſpair but by their 
exertions, and ſuch plans as that now propoſed, the Slave 
Trade would be aboliſhed without any danger or diſcontent in 
any ſhape whatever; from this idea it was that he preferred 
the preſent and ſimilar regulations, even to an immediate Abo- 
lition. He could never agree with thoſe who ſaid they would 
have no compromiſe on this ſubject; what had they been 
doing ever ſince the queſtion was firſt agitated, but compro- 
miſing in ſome way or other, from time to time, as they went 
on. In conſequence of the regulations that had been made, 
much amelioration had taken place, and that gradual ſyſtei 
was, in his mind, the beſt and moſt certain way of finally 
effecting an Abolition. From what they had already ſeen, 
it was fair to conclude, that ſlavery would be aboliſhed by the 
Weſt Indians themſelves, and equally fo to believe that in the 
ſame proportion as it was diſcontinued by them, the barbarifm 
of the Aſricans would leſſen. He concluded by wiſhing that 
the Bill might be brougnt in. 

Mr. E/e ſaid, as a ſubject of the country, and a member 
of parliament, he muſt give his decided negative to the plan 
propoſcd by the honourable gentleman, as 8 the rapid 

he agitation 
of the queſtion of legiſlating for the colonies was dangerous 


in the extreme; the Houſe ſhould recollect the concluſion of 
in | 2 
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he conteſt with” America which was ſealed with blood; he 
treated the Houſe to profit ts it would be in 
aft drawing the ſword againſt! the colonies, to attempt, 
an act of the Britiſh , 800 the iſlands. A diſti 
jon had been to be made between taxation and le-. 
giſlation, CINE WF TENT (009 Bn genes: Lak 
ould be ſeparated. att 
Mr. MV. Smith dd, that he could not gi ———— 
is motion, becauſe he thought it to give his ren 
ſons for the vote he meant to give. He agreed with all thoſe: 
who were decidedly for a total and immediate abolition ; at 
the fame time he muſt fay, that whil that could not be oh- 
tained, every meaſure that could poſſibly tend in any degree: 
to come nearer to that effect, or to ameliorate in any way 
condition of thoſe unfortunate beings, ho ſu ſo much 
ſtom this unjuſt, inhuman, and murderous traffic of man · 
ftealing, would meet with * that he could give, 
and ſuch epithets he al y to = trade that 
never could be memio ror ſubject but 
with the greute ſt E Smith expreſſed 2 
wiſh" to dwell- but ſhortly on —— topics that had 
been introduced into the debate, he thought it hows 
ever to ſay ſomething on one 1 and eflential point, 
and that was the argument uſed RIG that 
much might be expected from c onial lg ation; and, in 
lupporting this argument, had doubted, and in ſome de- 
gree C icted, what had ſaid of colomal legiſlation 
by his two honourable friends behind lim. In juſtice to them 
and to truth, he muſt call the attention of the Houſe to the 
laws of thoſe iflands, and then aſl the Houſe, what they had 
to expect in fairneſs from the legiſlators? For this purpoſe it 


became neceſſary for the honourable gentleman to read the 


laws of the different ifl vr the management of their 
He toq thafe of the lateſt dates on each iſland, moſtiy all in 
Vas aft r abfurdity, cruelty, = injuſtice. 
ter mich pertinent he — Hig 

ff bis honeutable —— be FE (3943 8 

Serretary Dundas Gid he did wdriment to follow = 
* general queſtion oſ che-pbotition' of the fave 
trade, witich had been too much introduced into the dehnte. 
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ilgraged departin before F 
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than a ſtrong way which ſome people had of ſtating their own 
opinions, without any regard to the opinions of others, as 
able, as wiſe, and not leſs juſt and humane than themſelves. 
With regard to the queſtion itſelf, he would repeat hat he 
had ſtated before, that unleſs you have the concurrence of the 
colonies themſelves, ail that you can do in the way of internal 
regulation is not worth a ſtraw. The honourable. gentleman 
had opened his ſpecch by deſiring the Houſe not to anticipate 
any of his coneluſions before he ſtated them, and if he was 
rightly informed; he had been ſo cautious to conceal his in- 


tentions by this motion, that he had not even made them 


known to bis own confidential friends. This caution that 
nobody ſhould knom what he .meant to bring forward, had 
been very uſeful to him; thus far, at leaſt, it had ſecuted 
him a patient hearing. If he had at firſt ſtated that his propo- 

ſition went to the ſubverſion of all colonial laws, property, and 


rights, that it could be productive of no one good purpoſe, and | 


was only meant to produce an immediate and dangerous quarrel 
between this country and her colonies, certaiuly he would 
not have been ſuffered to bring forward any ſuch propoſition. 
He was therefare right to keep every body ſo much in the 
dark. He agreed in the general opinion that the queſtion of 
right to legiſlate ought not to be agitated, except in caſes of 
neceſſity, and he would venture to ſay that the Bill, if paſſed 
into a law, could produce no good, but would be extremely 
dangerous in its conſequences, by oppoſing to the complaints 
already made in your colonies a queſtion of doubtful legiſla- 
tion. He cotended that the ohject of the propoſed Bill went 
directly to taxation of all colonial property, real and perſonal, 
and could be brought forward for no other purpoſe but that 
of creating diſpute. Some gentlemen had aſſerted, very id] 
in his opinion, that if this alternative was put, whether, will 
you loſe the Welt India iſlands, or aboliſh the ſlave trade ? 
they eertainly would do the latter at the expence of the 
former. But in fact there could be no ſuch alternative, if 
they were quit of the Weſt Indies to-morrow, they would 
be no ways nearer the abolition of the ſlave trade. Much 
abuſe had been thrown out againſt colonial legiſlation: their 
laws certainly were 8 to be vindicated; but in them, 
as in every thing elſe, they had been gradually improving, 
_ might ſt ill be expected — — Nele bald — 
ters in general be judged of by their moſt exceptionable parts: 
if they were to look at the ſtatute: books of this country, 


many Jaws. equally bad would be found. to ſain their 
1 "Beſides, -while they were abuſing colonial legiflatio 


Pages. 


n, they 
ought 


Arstt 1, WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS,” 53 


ought to reflect that they were abuling the king and council, 
ſor theſe laws had all been aſſented to in this country He 


Vas ſurptiſed to hear gentlemen talk of agrering to no com- 


promiſe, and wiſhed to know how they would: act when the 
Bill - for- regulating the middle paflage would! be; before 
them. Would they reſiſt it, with all the advantages obtalned 
for the comfort of the negroes, merely becauſe they had not 
carried the total abolition? He did not ſuppoſe they would. 


But feeling himſelf to get more into length than he wiſhed or 


intended, he concluded by giving his decided negative to the 
motion- N . 5 min am 13 TEAS 
Mx. Robinſon ſaid, he wiſhed the motion intended for the 
. diſcuſhon of the Weſt India expedition (alluding to Mr. 
Sheridan's notice) had preceded that which had been intro- 
duced on the preſent occaſion. The maintenance of theſe 


iſlands in the poſſeſſion of Great Britain ſhould be the object 


of the contemplation of its parliament, and any mode of re- 


gulation, till: the great point of their ſecurity was eſtabliſhed, 


was irritating. or nugatory at beſt, unleſs ſome conſiderable 


exertion was made, and in the manner the:moſt e itious 


imaginable. He trembled to think of the deiperate ſtate they 
were likely to be reduced to with reſpedt to their dependence 


on this country; of the learned Setjeant WhO had taken an 
early part in the debate, he ſpoke in terms of the higheſt com- 
mendation. A lawyer of eminent talents and dignified cha- 


racter in his profeſſion, quitting its purſuits to attend to the 
exigencies of his country and artange himſelf on the ſide of 


her conſtitutional and eſſential intereſts, afforded à brilliant 


example for the imitation of his learned colleagues, and 
marked him out as a fignal benefactor to that ſtate in · whoſe 
cauſe ſo noble an exertion had been manifeſted. The prin- 
ciples-inculcated in his excellent ſpeech commanded: the per- 
fect acquieſcence of the honourable member, the idea of en- 
torcing taxation on the colonies was dangerous in the ex- 
treme, and he hoped would never again be attempted; at the 
ſame time he was not prepared to oondemn the principle which 


dictated the motion now adduced beſore the Houſe. In con- 


ſequence of its iutroduction laws framed, and lately framed in 
Jamaica and other iſlands under the Britiſh government had 
been developed, laws ſanguiuary and oppreſſive beyond what 
ke could have conceived the exiſtence di ina civilized country; 
alter. the horror excited by their communication, he could not 
dut think ſome admonition was requiſite to impreſs on the minds 
of the We ſtlndia planters the neceſſity ot obviating the dreadful 
conſequence (to ms 3 well as their dependants} that 
1400 2 muſt 
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muſt be the reſult of the continuance of a ſyſtem ſo revolting 
tu humanity; and he truſted that gentlemen who were pro- 
-prietors-of- our valuable poſſeſſions in that part of the world, 
would no longer ſuffer ſuch abominable abuſes to paſs current 
under the ſacred names of law and juſtice, It was not with- 
out aſtoniſhment he had heard trom a right honourable Secre- 
tary a confeſſion of his having given his aſſent to them as a privy 
eounſellor in this country; ſuch conduct could admit of no 
other excuſe than the being unacquainted with thoſe laws to 
which he had made himſelf a party; and what a miſerable: de- 
ſence was that for a man high in office, to confeſs he had ne- 
gleRed the duties of his ſituation. No man was juſtified in 
ſetting his hand to a paper of the contents which be was igno- 
rant, and the right honourable gentleman was reprehenſible for 
his negligence, in proportion to the miſchievous tendency. of 

that perverſion of legal authoritythe had contributed in giving 

22 ire e nt ens Ee be 
Mr, contended that t tions by 
the colonial aſſembly of the iſland. 3 in the Con- 
ſolidated Act paſſed in 1792, which were moſt advantageouſly 
framed for the happineſs of the negroes, were, in. themſelves, 
Aufficient to prevent the meaſures 2 by the honourable 
gentleman in his intended Bill. It, therefore, the honourable 
gentleman had recourſe to that act, he would find that the 
greateſt attention had been particularly given -to the rearing 
of children; and though he did not poſitively aſſert that the 
meaſures had been adopted in all the other iſlands, yet he had 
every right to infer, that they had been equally attentive to 
promote the happineſs of their negroes, - - - * 

Mr. V. Smith explained. s 
Mr. Francis, in reply, obſerved, that if the declarations 
which had been ſo frequently and fo ſtrongly made by thoſe 
gentlemen who op his motion in favour of the ſlaves, 
had been attended to by themſelves, he' ſhould not that night 
have brought forward his motion. He apprehended, both from 
the reſult of a former debate, and the probable event af that 
night, that nothing effectual would be adopted ſor the relief 
of the unhappy men whoſe miſerable ſituation was ſubmitted 
to the judgment of the Houſe, . The right honourable gentle- 
man confounded the object and means, but if he refuſed the 
means, he ſhould at leaft give no oppoktion to the object, and 
he Was at liberty to purſue it after. his own; method, It had 
deen urged, that the Bill which he propoſed to introduce went 
to renouner the right of taxing the colonies ; but he poſitively 
denied that it could bear ſuch a conſtrution, Mr. Francis 


3 | concluded 
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concluded by ſaying, that he. would” not preſs Zarb on 
this motion, but 2 55 that :ntlemen would come forward 
themſelyes, agd propoſe meaſures. to Warns the di ke of 
the flaves. The motion was then put and 

2 diviſion.” l 

Mr. Nn. Smith moved, Tha it A busse ache be 1 
ſented to his Majeſty, pra ing that he may de .graciouſl 
Leng = ive directions that there be laid before = Ho 

ſeveral Acts relating to che regulation, &c, &c. 
of Chow, pad by che different colonial alle mblies ſince the 
year 1788.“ 

Mk. Vor deſſred to be informed by the right honourable 
sf oe (Mr. Dundas] who had declared: his opinion, that 
the lay trade {hbiild be confined to Naves under a certain 
age, whether he meant that ſuch a limitation ſhould be carried 
into effect by the parliament of this country, or by the co- 
lonial aſſemblies? He alſo wiſhgd to be acquauned, We- 
ther it was the right honourable , zentleman's intention, in 
conſequence of tht opinion, to bring forward any dot of 
that nature? 

Mr. Dungas replied, that ke certainly could not thiak of 
propoſing frich'a meaſure at a moment when the cou¹ẽ,jpd, 
involved in war. Were he to do th. 1 Wan be jul 
| ae with incobſiltency.. ue en n 

Smith's motion was a AB... „ ib Jar 

Adjourtied | at twelve o'clock. | 
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Tossa, April 12. 


Hege banal i dn Ae from''the Court of Chancery 
Lord Aſbermatle ber. 

Received à number of Bie from the Commons, which 

f 1 if the' perſonal ſucceſſion « Bill 
he ſecond' reading of the u fax 1 was 
poſtpones till Thitſday the 14th. 

The Harl of Lauderdale laid, that as this was 2 tax 0. 
its nature, and involved principles of the greateſt importanee, 
he would moye' their Lordſhips to be ſummoned on that day. 

Heard counſel, and examined evidence on Deestone di- 


* 
44 
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nos £ v0) e een Deen fr TA EM hs 
The Lord Mayor preſented a petition from a body of the city 
brewers; in favour of the publicans Bill, to prevent the pur- 
loiniag of pewter pots. Ordered to lie on the table, 

Mr. Roſe moved an addreſs to his Majeſty, praying that he 
would be graciouſly pleaſed to give directions for furniſhing the 
Houſe with an account of monies iſſued in purſuance of ad- 
dreſſes up tv the 4th of December, 1795, which had not been 
made good by parliament. e WS... +L 
Mr. Roſe alſo ſignified his intention of moving for a com- 
mittee of the Houſe to conſider of permitting the importa- 
tion of melaſſes in the ſhips of ſtates at amity with this coun- 


2 Mi Fa: 
2 > , MISDEMEANOUR COSTS' BIT. | 
Mr. Heniker Major moved the ſecond reading of the Bill for 
granting: coſts in caſes of miſdemeanours, as the law now 
ands in caſes of felony, &c. The Bill being read a ſecond 
time, after a few prefatory words on the general utility of ſuch 
a meaſure, he obſerved, that he wiſhed: to ſubmit it to the con- 
ſideration of a ſelect committee, previous to its being conſi- 
dered by a committee of the whole Houſe- FAME 5 
Mr. Serjeant Aaair ſeconded him in his propoſition; - on 
which the Bill was referred to a ſelect committee. iy 
EXPIRING AND EXPIRED TAW. 


Mr. Abbett roſe, to make à motion reſpecting the fate of 
our temporary laws; of which he had before given notice. 
He prefaced it by a ſhort view of the advantages that would 
ariſe from having a clear diſtin regifter of the expiring and 
expired laws regularly ſubmitted to the Houſe. ' A ftatement 
of this kind was annually brought forward; that, however, 
was much ſhort of what it ought to be; he wiſhed, therefore, 
to extend the plan, ſo as to embrace all tempgrary laws. One 
of his objects was, to obviate the evil that might ariſe from 


93 


the expiration of a temporary law ſtill ſuppoted to exiſt. The 


regulat digeſt which he wanted, would operate as an effectual 
remedy againſt ſuch accidental miſtakes,* "The legiflature 
might, by this means, always have a- criterion fo direct them 
in ſimilar cafes; and be better enabled to judge in many doubt- 
ful caſes, on which the wiſdom of our ante ſtors had already 
decided. This digeſt would contain a fund“ of experimental 
policy; and obſolete ſtatutes might if neceſſary be revived 
with ſuch alterations as times and gircumſtances ſhould re- 
: | qune. 
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quire. Though he was aware that the collecting ſuch a digeſt 
would be a matter of ſome labour, he hoped it might be ſoon 
prepared, Mr. Abbott concluded" with moving for a com- 
mittee to inſpect and conſider the ſtate of the recently expifing 
and expired Jaws, and to report a. ſtatement: of them to the 
Houſe, mentioning the occaſions on which they were enacted ;- 
alſo a ſtatement of all expiring and expired Jaws whatever, 
deſcribing each by its title, chapter, and ſections, and men- 
tioning its duration, together with the comments and obſer- 
vations of the committee on the ſame; *. 112 
Mr. Serjeant Adair roſe to ſecond the motion, and to thank 
the honourable. gentleman for; having introduced ſo wiſe and 
expedient a propoſition, For want of ſuch a regular digeſt, 
not merely trifling miſtakes, Hut ſerious evils were often in- 
curred, as from the voluminous complexion of the ſtatute 
book of this country, there was even danger, leſt gentlemen 
bred to the profeſſion of law, might, from haſte and the exi- 
gency of the moment, adopt judgments neither proper nor 
falutary. Such a digeſt was much wanted in the diſtribution 
of criminal juſtice; he himſelf could mention caſes where 
there had been great eſcapes from running into irreparable 
errors and evils in decifions of that nature, It was true this 
miſchief was a good deal checked and prevented, by the ability 
and integrity of our judges, It muſt, nevertherſeſs, appear 
evident to all men, that the utmoſt preciſion was neceſſary to 
aſcertain the ſeveral obligations and various relations of our” 
national and commercial intereſts... Nothing was likely to 
aſliſt this ſo well as a digeſt, which would, at one view, give 
an abſtract of all the temporary regulations which had been 
adopted, and their proviſions. and principles. Such a mea- 
ſure could not ſail of doing much public good. In parlia-- 
ment, it would furniſh a fund of experience, ſhewing and ex- 
plaining the ſeveral laws which had been enacted on the ſpur 
of occaſion. And thus there might be experiments ready for. 
all circumttances to direct the judgments of gentlemen, ſhew- 
ing what laws ought to be. preſerved or repealed. It would 
alſo guide the Houſe in making them careful not to continue 
penal meaſures, reſorted to in times and circumſtances of 
danger, longer than the exigincy demanded, + Laſtly, ſuch a 
regulatidn would widely diffuſe a knowledge of the laws, and 
more immediately inſtruct legiſlators: as gentlemen had no 
direct means of acquiring a knowledge of laws which had 
—— there being no regular acceis to ſuch parliamentaty 
recor 1 Ragan H YALE TE £35060 > 49) 
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The motion was agreed to nem. con. and the Committen 
ordered accordingly. 

Mr. Sheridan (aid, that he would on ſome future day move 
for the production of the papers he wanted tory to his 
intended motion reſpecting ihe war in the Welk India iflands, 
Adjourned. | | 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
 WepytsDAY, April 13. 
Read the Bills on the table. 
The papers moved for by the Earl of Lauderdals on 2 
former day, were laid on the table. 
| Heard counſel, and examined evidence on Briſcoe's divorce 
Bill. 
: Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
WEDNESDAY, April 13. 
Te Seotch Game Bill was read a third time and paſſed. 
CUTTING BUTCHERS PETITION, 


Mr. Mainwaring called the attention of the Houfe to this 
petition, which appeared to him of the utmoſt importance, 
particularly at this juncture. Notwithſtanding the unprece- 
denied dearneſs of meat, he ſaid, there was nothing like a 
icarcity in that article; on the conttary, the markets were 
never better ſupplied, either as to the number or the quality of 
the cattle: The dearneſs of meat was to be attributed to 
another cauſe, via. the intervention of midale- n between 
the grazier and the butcher. It was well known that theſe 
men had it in their power to raiſe the price of meat juſt as the 
pleaſe and it was equally well known that many had — 
within a very ſhort time indeed, to amais immenſe fortunes by 
their ſpeculations. Under theſe circumſtances he hoped the 
Houfe would feel the propriety of according with the motion 
he ſhould make, which was, © That the petition be referred 
2 committee to conſider and report their opinion upon the 
An e,” : | 0 

General Smith ſaid, he had no idea that this evil had ariſen 
to ſuch an alatming height, until he heard what had fallen 
from the worthy magiſtrate, to hom, for his exertions upon 
this occaſion, the public were much indebted, The caſe ap» 
peared to him to call for immediate conſideration, and fome 

legiſlative 


N rennen. Bþ 
legiſlative He ſho therefore, gi le 
NR: Mage <="ts 1 2 

Mr. Lechmere, role, to expreſs his great ſatisfaction at the 
of 2 I argon of the e be had 
brought forward. the petition, Amongſt various .gernicious 
75a beef ered Ms SY Soft Am to, be 
that of meat. It was a grievance, carried to a great length, 
and ſuch as required the interference of the legiſlature. He 
underſtood that the jobbers. went to the diſtance of two hun- 
dred miles to meet droves of cattle coming. to the London 
market, and that ſuch ſe went throuzh 1 prix different 
hands before they got to Smithfield, eh ferved to enhance 
the price of meat, ſo that 1 were prevented from pur- 
chaſing it after their daily labour Was o t 
Tube petition was referred to a committee. 
The Flouſe reſolved itſelf into a Committee of the whole 
Houſe to conſider the propriety of allowing the importation'df 
melaſſes. . 

Mr. Roſe moved the following reſolutions, which were 
agreed to, and ordered to be reported to the, Houſe next day. 

Mr. Roſe moved, that there be laid before the Houſe an 
account of all-the»momies iſſued by order of his Majeſty ſiuce 
the 4th of December laſt, to, Duncan, Campbell and James 


Bragley, Eſquires, for ſervices done io government, and 


which have not been made good by patliament. Ordered. 
O42 4%; WESTAINDIA EXPEDITION Nx 
Mr. Sheridan ſuid, that he had come down to- move for 
certain papers relative to the Welt India expedition; He was 
encouraged to think that they would not be refuſed, when he 
recollected the defire which had been expreſſed it a former 
period. for a full and impaxtial inquiry into the ſubject. If the 
proſpect of peace had been geatcr than at preſent it appearec 
to be, it might be ſaid that ſuch an enquiry would be inſtituted 
with greater propriety; after the re-eſtabliſhment of tranquility; 
but in the proſpect of. continuing in the ſame calamitous- 
courſe, in Which We had hitherto proceeded, and under the 
lame weak and blundering councils by which the war had been 
guided, an inquiry into paſt errors became more than eder 
neceſſary. He . was, ſurpriſed to ſind, ſince he came to the 
Houſe, that the King's miniſters had any objection to the pro- 
duction of theſe papers. He ſhould, however, move that they 
be laid before the Houſe ; and if they were refuſed, be would 
name a future day for the diſcufſion. Mr. Sheridan then 
movedifor along ſtring of papers relative to the Weſt India 
pe dition; amongſt Which were Wenne 
Vo, IV. 1799. M An 
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An account of the number of men ſent out to the Weſt Indies, under Sir 
Charles Grey in the cloſe of the year 1793- 
An account of the number of men drawn from this expedition, and placed 
under the command of Lord Moira. 
An account of the number of men taken from Sir Charles Grey, after the 
conqueſt of Martinique and Guadaloupe, and fent to St. Domingo. 

A return of the reinforcements ſent out to St. Domingo, with the dates of 
their ſailing and of their arrival. 
A copy of all the letters which were written by Admiral Chriſtian and General 
Abercrombie, reſpecting the delay of the Weſt India expedition. 

An account of the mortality of the troops laying on board the tranſports 
while they remained at Portſmouth, | 

An account of the number of ſhips foundered, and of the men that were loſt 
after they had ſailed, ; | 
And a copy of the letter for the appointment of a board to ſupezintend the 
tranſport ſervice, 


Mr. Dundas faid, that no conſent to the production of theſe 
papers could have been preyiouſly intimated, as the honourable 
gentleman had never ſtated ſpecifically what papers be wanted. 
With reſpet to many of the papers now mentioned, they 
appeared to him unfit to be produced, becauſe the public 
ſervice was not to be ſacrificed to any wiſh he might have for 
an inquiry. He wiſhed for ſome time to examine the motion 
of the honourable gentleman, and to conſider whether the 
papers could be produced conſiſtently with the public ſervice, 

Mr, Fox ſaid, that unleſs miniſters would afford proper in- 
formation to the Houſe, it was uſeleſs to talk of inquiries, 
becauſe they could anſwer no purpoſe. He admitted,. how- 
ever, that there were many caſes, in which a miniſter could 
not, conſiſtently with his duty to the public, produce papers 
v bich were called for without previous conſideration. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, the honourable gen- 
tleman who brought forward the motion, had yeiterday cer- 
tainly written down for him the nature of the papers he meant 
to-move for ; it did not, however, contain one tenth part of 
the papers which he had juſt moved for ; but even on that 
imperfect ſtatement which the honourable gentleman had 
me wn him, he had objected to ſome of them. There was 
much of the honourable gentleman's uſual candour in the 
whole of this tranſaction; he had given ſeveral months general, 
and ſome weeks ſpecific, notice of his motion ; on the very 
day before it was to come on, he came down to move for 


papers; and when aſked about the nature of the papers he re- 
quired, 
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quired, he gave a ſtatement, not containing one-tenth of the 
papers he wanted. | 

Mr. Sheridan admitted, that he had not given an exact ac- 
count of the papers he wanted, and declared that he only 
meant to give a ſketch of them. He conſented to poſtpone 
this motion, which was read, and it was agreed that the debate 
arifing upon it, ſhould be adjourned till the next day week. 


MONS. 80MBRIEUL's LETTER. 


General Tarletin moved, that there be laid befors the Houſe 
a copy of the letter, dated from Portſmouth or Plymouth, 
written by the Count de Sombrieul, and addreſſed to the right 
honourable William Windham, Setretary at War, referred to 
in M. Sombrieul's letter to Sir J. B. Warten. 

The Secretary at M ar ſaid, he lamented that the preſent 
motion had aaticipated his intention of giving the wiſhed for 
intimation to the Houſe, It had been his full intention to 
bring forward the paper moved for, as ſoon as he knew it was 
in his power ; he was happy therefore to have this 38 
of explaining himſelf upon a ſubject, the particulars of whi 
he wiſhed much to communicate to the Houſe, When this 
ſubject of the Quiberon expedition was firſt mentioned, he 
was called upon to produce that letter, though he was con- 
vinced that the gentleman who thus called upon him, knew 
well that it was not in his power, The letter was written 
from Portſmouth, and addreſled ro him, and was alluded to in 
another letter from the Count de Sombrieul, to Sir John 
Warren, which had been publiſhed at his deſire, and in which 
M. de Sombrieul exprefſed a wiſh that his letter to him (Mr. 
Windham} ſhould be made public. It gave him much un- 
eaſineſs that it could not be found; he had even a remote re- 
collection that he had deſtroyed it. However, he perfectly 
recollected, that it did not contain an iota of the important 
matter ſtated by gentlemen ; for his own ſatisfaction and juſti- 
fication, it became highly important to him if poſſible to produce 
it, In this idea he ſearched for it; and while he was ſo engaged, 
a gentleman in his office, (Mr. Lewis), through whoſe hands 
the letter paſſed, confirmed him in his recollection that it con- 
tained nothing of what was alluded zo. The one and the 
only letter which he received from Monſieur S. was more of 
a private than public nature; it merely expreſſed that gentle- 
man's high ſenſe of honour and duty; and his determination ta 
facrifice every thing in the cauſe in which he was engaged. 
Sure, he was, that it did not centain one word reſpecting the 
nature of the expedition, of the command of the army, or any 
government ſecrets, Aſter much time and trouble in enquiry 
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after it, the letter was found in the hands of Colonel Ramſay. 

He pledged himſelf to produce it; and the production of 
it would confirm what he declared concerning it, It would 
appear that it was not at all of an official nature, and hardly 
could be produced with propriety, if the neceſſity of the 
caſe, when ſuch ſtreſs was laid on it, did not ſuperſede 
matters of privacy and propriety. It had been urged againſt 
him that he wiſhed to withold it, and woula not do what he 
ought in juſtice to the memory of that gallant officer. Such, 
however, was not the opinion of that brave man, who con- 
ſigned to his care his laſt requeſts and his private papers, 
although his acquaintance with that gallant and accompliſhed 
perſon had not been of very Jong ſtanding. He was glad, 
at the ſame time, that the contents would fully juſtify him 
in refuſing the motion; that he had it now in his power 
to meet that blame, which gentlemen imputed to him; and, 
he aſſured the honourable gentleman, that, had he even been 
filent on the ſubject, he would himſelf have taken ſome oppor- 
tunity of communicating the letter to the Houſe. The man- 
ner in which he had been attacked was unhandſome : Since 
it was all along known to gentlemen that the letter itſelf was 
miſſing, but that circumſtance perhaps made them more preſ- 
ſing and clamorous about it. 

With regard to the general ſubject of the expedition, ſince, 
for what reaſons he knew not, it was cuſtomary to refer to 
him upon it, he was ready to ſtand any ſhare of cenſure that 
might be imputed to it. Public reaſons might render it ne- 
ceſſary to reſiſt any inquiry that might be demanded on the 
ſubject, and he foreſaw the ſcarcaſms that a negative upon any 
inquiry would give riſe to; in the diſcharge of official and 
public duties however, it was neceſſary to overlook attacks of 
ſuch a nature, 5 A 

Mr. Fox ſaid, he had mentioned the ſubject of Sombrieul's 
letter at the beginning of the ſeſſion, he could aſſute the houſe 
however upon his honour, as a gentleman, that he was not 
aware that it was miſſing; it was only a few days, at leaſt he 
could ſay weeks, ſince he had heard of that circumſtance. He 

lad to find, however, that the right honourable gentleman 
himſelf had conſidered the ſubject in the ſame way in which 
it had been felt by the fide of the Houſe from which he ſpoke, 
as a call of honour upon him to produce the letter which was 
required in fo intereſting a manner by Sombrieul, and it was 
natural that ſome ſtrictures ſhould be paſſed upon its not ap- 
pearing. He did not deny that it was ſometimes neceflary to 
reſiſt inquiry; that this neceſſity had occurred fo often to the 


preſent miniſters was, however, ſomewhat extraordinary. 
e Were 
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Were he in ſuch a ſituation he ſhould at leaſt feel the pro- 
priety of not vauntingly provoking inquiry which it was 
determined to refit, and he thought the honourable gentleman 


and his colleagues might perform their duty equally well if 


they did not ſo often recal to the recollection of the Houſe the 
ſacrihce of inclination which it required. Such modeſty 
would be more becoming than the lofty language miniſters 
held while in purſuance of what they called public duty, they 
were reſolved to quaſh every inquiry. 

General Tarlet en read extracts from the letter of Monſieur 
Sombtieul to Sir J. B. Warren, in which he expreſſed a wiſh 
that Mr. Windham would publiſh his letter. General Tarle- 
ton here obſerved, that the letter was purported to be ſent to 
Mr. Windham from Plymouth ; and he thought it was not 
the letter which Mr. Windham had juſt before mentioned. 

The Secretary at War replied, that he received no letter from 
Monf. Sombricul from Plymouth ; the one he had was from 
Portſmouth ; conſequently, the letter which had been alluded 
to muſt be intercepted, or Monſ. Sombrieul had made a miſ- 
take, from agitation at the moment, 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, as the honourable 
gentleman ſeeined determined to peilift notwithſtanding his 
honourable friend had explicitly declared that he had no wiſh 
to withhold the letter, he would move the order of the day. 

Mr. Sheridan remarked, that it was prebable the letter ad- 


verted to might be written from Portſmouth, and that the mif- 


take was owing to Count Sombrieul ; but certainly the Count, 
from the tenor of the letter, as {tated by the tight honourable 
gentleman, muſt conſider it neceſſary to be made public, in 
vindication of his honour, and to exculpate him from any 
blame with reſpect to the unfortunate expedition to Quiberon. 
That the Count ſo regarded the letter, evidently appeared 
from his ſentiments contained in that ſent to Sir John Warren. 
The production of this paper was ſo far neceſſary, as the Count 
had aflerted, that the French priſoners with whom he em- 
barked, and who were empluyed by government, were bribed 
to betray him. If that were the cate, ſurely it were proper 
to inquire how far his Majeſty's Miniſters were implicated in 
the conduct of that unfortunate and melancholy expedition. 
The Chancell:r of the Exchequer reminded the Houle, that 
the firſt time the letter was mentioned, he put in his claim, 
that he was not bound to ſubmit to an extenſive inquiry into 
that affair, without ſufñcient ground was ſhewn why fuck in- 
quiry ſhould de inſtituted. 
Mr. Fox ſaid, if miniſters were determined to refit all in- 
quiry, 
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quiry, becauſe, in their mind, it was not conſiſtent with their 
public duty, they certainly ought not to arrogate to themſelves 
the praiſe of acquittal, at the ſame time that they refuſed to 
ſubmit to inveſtigation. He acquitted the right honourable 
gentleman from any wiſh to conceal the letter of the Count 
Sombrieu! ; on the face of the bufineſs, however, it was ab- 
furd to ſay, that the Count had not attached conſiderable 
blame to ſome 2 as far as related o the unfortunate ex · 
pedition in queſtion. | 

The Secretary at War declared, that the letter not being 
of an official nature when it was firſt mentioned, it did not 
make that impreſſion on his mind which could alone enable 
him to ſtate what he had already mentioned, and which he 
was enabled to do more fully from a ſubſequent peruſal, 
The Count de Sombrieul had not been more than three or 
four days in the country when the letter was written from 
Portſmouth, and could not be ſuppoſed to poſſeſs all that in- 
ſormation which the right honourable gentleman imagined. 
He would not however proceed further in the buſineſs at pre- 
ſent, but reſerved himſelf until it ſhould be more fully diſ- 
cuſſed. ˖ 

After a few words from General Tarleten, the Houſe paſſed 
to the order of the day. 


PEWTER POTS, 


Mr. Fox moved the order of the day, that the Bill to pre- 
vent the purloining of Pewter Pots be read a ſecond time. 

Mr. Dent objected to the Bill, on the grounds which he 
had formerly ſtated. The clauſe; which obliged publicans to 
bring their liquor in gallons to the houſes of their cuſtomers, 
would be attended with infinite inconvenience, particularly to 
the induſtrious poor, who would be induced to go to the houſe 
of the publican and ſpend their week's wages, becauſe they 
had not conveniences to drink their porter in at home. 

Mr. Fox faid, that this was nota new law, a Bill of this nature 
paſſed in the reign of George the firſt, and was not attended 
with the inconveniences ſtated, The loſs of the publicans 
was enormous, occaſioned by the purloining of pewter pots, - 
and amounted from 5000]. to bool. annually. The Houſe 
could not ſuppoſe that they ſubmitted patiently to have their 
property ſtolen. It was certainly protected, like all other ſpecies 
of property, by the law, but during the years 1793, 1794, 
and 1795, there had been no leſs than two hundred and fitty- 
three perſons tried for the ſtealing of pewter pots, nineteen 
out of twenty were convicted. He had no delite, * 

ha 
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had the publicans, to have the laws of puniſhment extended ; 
in a moral point of view however he was of opinion that the 
temptation ſhould be removed, which temptation was pro- 
vided againſt in the Bill. Private arrangements to put a ſtop 
to the evil had been attempted among the publicans, and had 
failed. In fact the publicans were not that claſs of men who 
ſee things in an enlightened point of view, and certainly many 
of them would from motives of immediate perſonal advantage 
deſtroy any arrangement which might be made, by entering 
into an agreement not to ſerve ſuch perſons as would not pro- 
vide their own veſlels ; it was therefore neceſſary, that an Act 
of the legiſlature ſhould interpoſe, to prevent the evil of which 
they complained, 


r. Lechmere ſaid that the publicans in propoſing this mea- 


ſure were not actuated by a deſire to ſpare their own trouble, 
for they would willingly carry their porter to ptivate houſes, 
if individuals would find pots or jugs. He had heard an ob- 
jection ſtated, that this Bill would injure the trade of the 
pewterers ; but he underſtood that the pewterers. themſelves 
were not againſt this Bill, The plunderers, many of them, 
ſteal theſe pots and melt them down to prevent diſcovery ; the 
theft was eaſy, and the conviction difficult, and often rendered 
impoſſible, The loſſes ſuſtained by the publicans were enor- 
meus. It had been ftated that in the pariſh of Mary-le-bonne 
they had loſt in one year, through ſuch thefts, 31581. in ano- 
ther pariſh, 41611. in St. Giles's, 17981. One publican had 
ſtated his annual expence for pots ſtolen to be 661. or 681. 
another 251. To prevent ſuch frauds, he thought the Bill 


neceſſary. 
The ſtrangers were requeſted to withdraw, and the Houſe 
divided on the order of the day. 
Ayes = 31 
Nos = =» 9 
Major ity 22 


On the queſtion being put, that the Bill be read a ſecond 
time, the Houſe was counted out, there not being forty mem- 
bers preſent. Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
THURSDAY, April 14. 


Heard counſel in the Scotch Appeal, Stein v. Stewart, and 


others. Further hearing adjourned, 


Lord 
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COLLATERAL SUCCESSION BILL. 


Lord Grenville moved. the ſecond reading of the Collateral 
Succeſſion Bill. | 

The Earl of Lauderdale roſe to expreſs his aſtoniſhment, 
that when a meaſure of ſo extraordinary a nature, at once 10 
important and fo novel, involving conſequences of the molt 
ſerious kind was introduced into that Houle, the noble Secre- 
tary ſhould not think it neceſſary to ſay one ſingle word upon 
the principle of it: that he ſhould, in a manner, inſult the 
Houie, by not condeſcending to give them any explanation 
upon this ſubject ;. but truſting confidently to his majorities, 
conceived it quite ſufficient to give his meaſure a-name, in 
order to procure the implicit acquieſcence of the Heuſe. 

Lord Viſcount Sydney ſpoke to order. The noble Earl, he 
faid, had no right to call upon any noble lord to riſe and' 
ſpeak, whether the noble Earl thought proper or not; and it 
was inſulting to the Houle to talk of a majority, as if their 
lordſhips were merely the creatures of a Sinifer and were 
to act at his bidding. No peer was entitled to animadvert, 
as had been now done, on the motives which might induce 
any of them either to ſpeak or be be ſilent upon a queſtion. 
- The Ear! of Lauderdale ſaid, he knew what he owed to 
the Houſe, himſelf, and others too well, and was conſcious that 
he owed the Houſe too much gratitude for the indulgence they: 
always ſhewed him, either to expect that he was entitled to 
call upon any individual peer to ſpeak or not, much more to 
mean to inſult the Houſe. He had no right to do either, but 
he knew what he had right to do perfectly well; he had a 
right to. give his opinion of the taciturnity of any miniſter, 
or peer ot parliament in a particular ſituation, and to call fot 
ſome explanation when a Bill of a nature ſo novel, ſo extra- 
ordinary, and ſo complicated was introduced into the Houſe. 
This extraordinary Bill ſeemed to be treated more like a turn- 
pike Bill, than one which affected the property of the whole 
kingdom, in a manner totally unprecedented; Qther Bills 
for the purpoſes of taxation which had paſſed during the pre- 
ſent ſcion, were ſuch, as when circumitances unfortunately 
demanded taxes, had uſually been reſorted to as the proper 
objects of taxation. Fifreen hundred thouſand pounds of 
taxcs had been raiſed chiefly upon the ſame principle, if not 
actually the ſame taxes as had been dropped during the peace. 
They had been laid upon articles of coglumption, upon the 
unproductive property of the kingdom; until the preſent mea- 


ſure was introduced, no attempt however had ever been made 
; directly 
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directly to tax the whole capital of the nation. It appeared 
to him of that nature in its conſequenees, that when coupled 
with another Bill lately opened in the other Houſe (the Landed 
Property Bill) which the Votes of the Houſe of Commons 
then upon their lordſhips table, ſhewed, it went not only to 
ſweep all the property of the kingdom into the hands of the 
overnment, but much more to affect the fortunes of their 
ordſhips ſucceſſors than any other ſet of men whatever; 
Were not miniſters ſatisfied with the enormous maſs of pro- 
erty and influence they already enjoyed under the preſent 
mode of collecting the revenue, but muſt they endeavour to 
break down all thoſe eſtates which might not be continued iti 
the particular line pointed out by them? It tended to re- 
duce to beggary, and conſequently to dependence, many re- 
ſpectable families. And as he had juſt obſerved, the effect 
would be till greater upon the members of that Houſe, than 
upon other parts of the community. When members of the 
Houſe of Commons died John, or James was perfectly com- 
— 7 to ſucceed and become a member of the repreſentative 

dy; it was of little importance which was the ſucceſſor; 
perſons proper to fill the fituation of repreſentatives, might 
always be found, but in a Houſe of hereditary members, the 
effect of the Bill would be extremely different. By the ope+ 
ration of the tax it would in proceſs of time totally annihi- 
late and ſwallow up the fortunes of their lordſhips collateral 
heirs, who might ſucceed to their titles; thus the individuals 
of that Houſe would, in a given time, be reduced to beggary, 


the dignity and independence of the Houſe of Peers, as a 


branch of the conftitution, would therefore be gone for ever. 
Had fuch a tax ſubſiſted during the laſt century, not one of 
their lordfhips would at preſent have poſſeſſed property enough 
to ſupport their rank and their character. Even the moſt 
affluent and the moſt noble would have been reduced to in- 
indigence, To ſhew what it would do even upon the moſt 
wealthy families, in the caſe of the Duke of Norfolk for in- 
ſtance, whom it was no irregularity to name, as he was not 
preſent, if the Bill had paſſed abont the middle of the laſt cen- 
tury, no leſs a ſum than 600,000). would have been taken by 
this time from the fortune of that noble family, the eſtates of 
which would have been mortgaged to that extent. It was in 
fact a ſpecies of Agrarian law, melting down every little piece 
of property to ſwell the enormous mals of the public revenue. 
he miniſter might wiſh to level and to deſtroy every bar- 

rier that exifted to oppoſe the encroachments of power or the 
meaſures of government, In the way of influence it was 
Vor. IV. 1796. N complete 
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complete and deciſive. He was aware that the principle of 
the Bill was already recognized, and that two Bills had fome- 
time ſince paſſed impoſing a tax on legacies, but it was never 
dreamt of that miniſters would extend the principle fo far as 
to give themſelves a power of ſeizing the whole capital of the 
kingdom, and thus impoveriſh noble lords till they reduced 
them to a ſtate in which they were more likely to become the 
convenient tools, and the ſervile ſupporters of the meaſures of 
the miniſter. They would have neither independence to with- 


ſtand, nor influence to check his deſigns. Nothing would be 


left to make head againſt that influence which was already 
too powerful, | 
Many parts of this Bill, although it would. be more 
regular to diſcuſs them minutely in the Committee, were 
ſo intimately connected with the principle of the Bill, 
that he ſhould take the liberty of noticing them. The 
tax was, as he had ſtated, a tax on the capital of the coun- 
try which was a moſt enormous and alarming idea, and 
coupled with the other Bill to which he had alluded amounted 
to an attempt to ſeize into their own hands the whole ſtock 
of the country, perſonal and landed property, on all legacies 
given by way of annuities indiſcriminately, without the leaſt 
equitable regard to any contingency, upon which they might 
be determinable; in a moſt unequal manner it would take 
effect. If a perſon of the noble Jord's profeſſion near him 
(Lord Mulgrave) who expoſed himſelf in the ſervice of his 
country to the molt noxious climate, and to the danger of his 
perſon in a variety of ways, had an annuity left him, it was 
of no value to him, compared with the ſame annuity in the 
Hands of a man remaining at home at his eafe ; he could o 
ſell it for four years purchaſe, whereas a perſon of a leis 
dangerous profeſſion could ſell the ſame annuity for many 
more. years purchaſe, This the table ſtating. the value of 
the different annuities ſhewed, and yet the military man who 
could only ſell for four years, was to pay as much tax for his 
annuity as the perſon who could {ell for thirty-one years. 
Here therefore was a ſtriking inſtance of the neceſſities of the 
ſtate being made to bear with extreme ſeverity upon a par- 
ticular and a very deſerving claſs of ſocie ty; a claſs of men 
who were entitled to the peculiar care of the legiſlature on 
account of the riſques they zan in the ſervice of their country. 
He alſo put the caſe of the effect the Bill would have ona 
man, to whom the leaſe of an eſtate of which ſixteen years 
only were to run was left, and a man who was to enjoy an 
eſtate for thirty-one years; eack wou:d have the ſame tax to 
pay. His lordſhip read one clauſe in the ſerenth page T = 
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Bill, which he faid he had requeſted ſeveral lawyers to explain, 


but could procure no information ; it was not ſurpriſing, then, 
that it ſhould be perfectly unintelligible to him. Perhaps the 
noble lords, or other perſons who were employed in drawing 
the Bill, might be able to give the Houſe ſome ſatisfaction 


upon thoſe points. The caſe of natural children appeared 


alfo' to be attended with peculiar hardſhip; and in noticing” 
this he could not help obſerving the unequal manner in which: 
it would operate in England and Scotland, though, indeed, 
in favour of the latter. He belonged to Scotland, where if 


he had five or fix, or any number of natural children, he might 
at any time legitimate them, by marrying the mother, and by 
the law of the country his property there would deſcend to 
them free from this tax ; but if the caſe were to occur in this 
country, the natural born children, however deſerving, could' 
not receive any bequeſt he could make them without paying 
this enormous tax. Another grand objeQion to the principle 
of this Bill was, that it expoſed all the property of the king- 
dom to the inſpection of exciſe- men. Upon the death of 
any mercantile man, his ſucceffors, in fact, were obliged to 
take in the exciſeman as a partner, and a moſt agreeable 
partner they would undoubtedly find him. Had this Bill 
paſſed ſome time ago, how would a certain noble Earl (Lord 
Weſtmoreland) have reliſhed the idea of 'ſubmitting to 
the neceſſity of taking in an exciſeman as a partner in the 
arrangement of his lady's fortune. Vet ſuch muſt have been 
the fact. All the Chriſtmas balances, while a ſingle farthing 


of her property remained in her father's houſe, muſt have been 


ſtruck under the inſpection of an exciſeman, who, from that 
circumſtance alone, might, without impropriety, have claimed 
a place in the firm. e iniquity of this Bill was flagrant 
in many inſtances, and it ſurely was a good argument againſt 
the principle of the Bill, if it could not be reduced to practice 
without injuſtice. There was one circumſtance more he 
would advert to before he ſat down, which he conceived, in- 
volved in it a conſiderable degree of injuſtice, There was a 
body of men not certainly engaged in commerce and manu- 
factures, and conſequently not liable, as ſuch, to taxes, par- 
ticularly affecting that deſcription of men, but why ſhould 
they upon every occaſion, be exempted from giving their 
proportional ſupport to the neceſſities of the ſtate, as well as 
others not ſo favourably ſituated as themſelves? If the whole 
collateral property of others were to be affected in that ex- 
traordinary manner, why for God's ſake was the property of 
the church alone to eſcape untouched? Why ſhould not the 
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church be called upon to adminiſter to the wants of the ſtate, 
and give of their good things to increaſe the revenues of- the 
nation as well as other deſcriptions of men? In the Roman 
Hiſtory, particular diſcouragement was recorded as hayi 
been given to a deſcription of men, who ſolicited and ele 
and flattered in order to obtain a legacy. He believed in 
the church there were ſuch things as tranſlations often an- 
xiouſly purſued and ipparrunately ſolicited, He ſaw no rea- 
ſon why every member of the church ſhould not upon tranſ- 
lation or preſentation to a gocd living, be obliged to give up 
part of his annuity during the firſt four years of his incum- 
bency, as well as the poor man ho unfortunately ſteps into 
poſſeſſion of his annuity in a different manner, by taking it in 
the way of a legacy? He had often heard of the — [x 
between church and ſtate z they perhaps, indeed, conceived 
themſclves ſo intimately, connected and interwoven with one 
another, that what was enjoyed by the one was for the benefit 
of the other; and that ſuch a demand upon the church would 
only be receiving with one hand to pay with the other. . 
| Excluſive of theſe objeCtions, th eprinciple of the Bill was re- 
pugnant toevery doGrine that had been advanced on the ſubject 
of taxation by the beſt and moſt approved writers. It was a well 
known principle that it was leaſt injurious to the community 
to tax that part of property which was leaſt capable of re- 
production. It was upon conſumption, not upon capital, 
that taxes could be levied with the leaſt miſchief. Taxes 
upon productive capital tended to withdraw the capital from 
the ſupport of induſtry, and diminiſhed that portion of wealth 
upon which circulation depended, and from which proſperity 
was derived; but our miniſter ſo celebrated at home and 
abroad for his wonderful talents in finance, was not to be cir- 
cumſcribed within the narrow bounds of eſtabliſhed precedent 
and approved experience. He could not help thinking, how- 
ever, that notwithſtanding. the admiration of the miniſter's 
friends in this country, it would give a moſt unfavourable 
idea of our ſituation and reſources to the enemy, when they 
found that we were compelled to adopt fuch unheard of and un- 
tried meaſures, for the purpoſe of relieving the neceſſities of 
the ſtate, It was a ſyſtem in its operation fatal to the con- 
ſtitution, and deſtructive of that commercial ſccurity upon 
whith the proſperity of trade, and the flouriſhing ſtate of our 
finances depended. He muſt again repeat, that the conduct 
of the noble Secretary, in preſerving filence, when he brought 
a meaſure of this important nature to that ſtage where the 
principle ought to be explained and diſcuſſed, was 1 
5 g oudly 
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loudly to call for the warm language, and open animadver- 
Gon, which he had found himſelf compelled to uſe on the pre- 
ſent,occation... |... | 10 
Lord Granville ſaid, from what he had heard he ſaw no rea- 
ſon to depart out of the uſual courſe. The noble Earl had 
himſelf laid, the principle of the Bill was recognized already, 
and the preſent, it muſt be admitted. was nothing more than 
an extenſion of that ptineiple. The noble Earl had aſſumed 
2 right of calling upon miniſters to ſpeak, and of holding out 
to them the line of conduct, which he confidered as fit for them 
to purſue. After the long experience he had of the noble 
Earl's political conduct in the Houſe and elſewhere, highly as 
the noble carl might think of himſelf, he aſſured him, that he 
wauld act agreeably to his own-fenſe, and his own judgment, 
and not be governed by any advice ſuggeſted” by the noble 
Earl, whoſe political opinions had uniformly tended to intro- 
duce innovation, and. 10 Aer rather than to ſupport the 
conſtitution of Be Count. Every ſyſtem of finance had 
been oppoſed by the noble Earl upon principles that led him to 
argue that every ſyſtem was wrong which-tended to promote 
the honour. and proſperity of the country. He did not feel 
diſpoſed, he obſerved, to offer any apology to their lordſliips 
tor ſpeaking, or. preſerving ſilence, as he ſhould cver exerciſe 
his judgment, in this particular, as he thought fit. So far he 
did not conceive, himſelf liable to be called upon by the noble 
Earl, and conſequently did not conſider it neceſſaty to apolo- 
gize far not deviating from What was the uniform and eſta- 
bliſhed practice of /parhanent, Much that the noble Earl 
had ſaid about the Bat referred, rather to the confideratiogd' of 
the committee than to the ſecond reading; when the principle 
of the Bill alone ſhould be diſcuſſed. Nothing had been 
urged by the noble lard to induce him to go at length into the 
clauſes of the bill; he could not, however, avoid noticing the 
unqualified and broad aſſertion made by the noble Earl, that 
this Bill, in its effects, would ſeize on the whole capital of the 
country. Theſe were certainly large words, which were not 
borne out hy the ſubſequent part of the noble Earl's ſpeech. 
The Bill before. their, lordſhips was for the purpoſe, not of 
ſeizing on the Whole capital of the kingdom, but à Bill to im- 
poſe a tax on collateral, ſucceſſions, a principle neither new 
to the conſtitution, nor novel in i:s principle. He did not, 
think their lordihips would conceive him bound to give any 
anſwer to what the noble lord had ſtated, with reſpect to a 
tax on landed property, a ſubject not then before the Houſe, 
nor at all. connecled with it ; if ſuch ſhould be deemed neceſ- 
| _ ſary 
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fary to provide for the burdens of the ſtate, he had no doubt 
but ſuch a tax would be adopted. The preſent Bill, in defiance 
of the large words uſed by the noble Earl, was nothing more 
than a Bil on collateral ſucceſſions, and did not in the leaſt 
affect lineal deſcent. He would not follow his lordſhip by 
going at large into the abſtract principle of taxation; if indeed 
it had been neceſſary to proceed to the inquiry, he could have 
eaſily proved that all ſucceſſion was a creature of government. 
This aroſe from the practice of the law; and, therefore, no 
means could be deviſed more reaſonable than that of taxing 
collateral ſucceſſions, which were ſecured by the laws of the 
country. If this principle was recognized and adopted by the 
exiſting law, and was conſonant to all theory and practice, and 
if it was found that the preſent law was partial in ſome cafes, 
ought it not to be remedied ? The Houſe was not called upon 
to paſs a new Jaw, but to extend the proviſions of one alread 

in force; and if that extenſion was deemed actually neceſſary 
for the benefit of the ſtate, their lordſhips muſt look as it man- 
fully, and the neceſlity of the ſtate being admitted, while it 
did exiſt they mult ſacrifice even the intereſts of individuals 
to the general welfare, particularly, when conſidering the Bill 
under all circumſtances, it would be found to be as fair and 
proper, and as impartial as any that could be deviſed. ' So 
much of the noble lord's ſpeech demanded that ſhort anſwer, 
which he truſt he had given to the ſatisfaction of the Houſe, 
With reſpect to what had been obſerved as to the mode of 
drawing up the Bill, he could not claim any merit in this 
particular—but thus much he muſt ſay, that he never read a 
Bill, the object of which was more accurately or more perſpi- 
cuouſly defined. With regard to the objections made to dif- 
ferent clauſes by the noble Earl, that was not the ſtage to de- 
bate them, but as to the particular clauſe, page 7, which the 


noble ear] had deſcribed as perfectly unintelligible, and which 
he ſaid, he had conſulted lawyers about who could not 'under- 


ſtand it, he muſt ſay he was no lawyer, as the little attention he 
had been able to pay to the proper ſtudies of that profeſſion, 


the ſhort time he belonged to it, gave him no right to call him- 
ſelf one, he could only ſpeak therefore as a man who ——— | 


to nothing more, than a ſhare of plain common ſenſe, and as 
ſuch he declared the bill appeared to him throughout, perfectly 
clear and intelligible. He thought thoſe who drew it, for ver- 
tainly he had no hand in drawing it, entitled to great praife, 
for having put a large, comprehenſive, and complex Bill into 
2 form of words as clear, as correct, and as obvious in their 
meaning as the Engliſh language would admit. That * 
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his opinion decidedly, he would not treſpaſs longer on the time 
of the Houſe, ' * 2 
The Earl of Lauderdale ſaid, the noble lord miſunderſtood 

him if he ſuppoſed he meant to aſſume the power of dictating 
to his Jordfhip that line of conduct which he ſhould preſerve. 
He only ſpoke as to the line of conduct which he conceived 
the —* lord aught to adopt. It was not arrogating to him- 
{elf too much a right of judging what was due to the Houſe 
from a peer of parliament in the ſituation in which the noble 
Secretary ſtood, whom it moſt undoubtedly became to give 
that explanation to which he had adverted, The noble Se- 
cretary had;abſtained from going into the ſubject at large, as 
he did not with to excite a reply. He had, however, aſſerted. 
that he never ſaw a Bill more conſpicuouſly worded,” or more 
accurately drawn up than the preſent ; he nevertheleſs declined 
entering into an analyſis of a ſingle clauſe, or ſaid one word 
in explanation of the parts objected to, though he pronounced 
the whole ſo clear, that it could not be miſunderſtood by 2 
man of the plaineſt ſenſe and moſt moderate capacity. He 
had no objection to the noble Secretary conducting himſelf 
as he thought proper, or being as conceited as he pleaſed 
with reſpect to the judgment, the talents and abilities of him- 
ſelf and his aſſociates; he muſt however lament that the effects 
of theſe were, that the country would be placed in a ſtate of 
unparalelled embarraſſment and diftreſs, and the people 
would feel the load of taxes impoſed on them by the preſent 
miniſters, to be of infinitely greater weight than any it ever 
ſuſtained by the miſconduct of any of their predeceſſors. 
The noble Secretary had aſſerted, that he (Lord Lauderdale) 
ever acted contrary to the intereſt of his country, and repug- 
nant to the conſtitution, and this ſentiment ſeemed to be ap- 
plauded by a noble lord in his eye (Lord Sydney). How then 
did the queſtion ſtand if that were the caſe ? Certainly thus, 
that the noble ſecretary and his aſſociates muſt act preciſely in 
the ſame manner, as he had on many occaſions, at a diſtant 
period, acted in conjunction with the noble ſecretary and his 
friends. If the noble lord meant to convey the idea, that he 
had, through any improper motive, demeaned himſelf incon- 
ſiſtently with the intereſts of his country, then he maſt tell 
the noble ſecretary, that ſuch infinuation could excite in him 
nothing but contempt; and whatever he and his colleagues 
might aſſert, he believed that without doors his conduct made 
a quite contrary impreſſion. | 

Lord Douglas (Lari of Moreton) deſired to know what 


reference any part of the noble earl's laſt ſpeech had to — | 
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under conſideration? He ſaid he thought the noble Ear! 
was diſorderly from the beginning, and had no fight to reply 

br to introduce matter that was not connected with the 


— 


HE,... e e ere e eee e 
The Burl of Laudirdule (aid; he 'belie ody had-ever 
been called to order in ſo diſorderly a WAN nor did hetever 
hear a more trifling and inſigmficant obſer ation. If the noble 
lord had thought him diforderly in any thing he had ſaid, why 
did he not mention itat the time; and Wich regard to s having 
ſpok em ſeveral times, it had been the uſage of the Houſe upon 
all occaſions, that #he perſon who brought forward any queſ- 
tion, had à fort of privilege of replying; or even being the 
laſt ſpeaker.” His ſpeech had been in reply to the noble feere- 
tar of Nate. - * 9 Et Ss ended eien 
Fos Douglas ſaid,” the peers were ſummoned on the ſecond 
reading of the legacy tax Bill, and not to hear debates and 
replies on other ſubjects. Indeed he xnow of no right any 
noble lord had to reply, he had heard that a noble lord who 
ſound himſelf miſunderſtood had u right to explain. 
175 Biſhop of Rocheſter ſaid, he was not ſurpriſed that the | 
noble carl fhould make an attack upon the church; it was | 
confiſtent with his principles” and praQtice of debate; all | 
ſchemes of innovation began with the deſtruction of religious | 
eſtabliſhments, it was always the firſt ſtep with the 4idvocates | 
tor equalization, and therefore it ſuited the noble ears mode f 
of argument; no wonder then that he blamed nitniſters for not . 
beginning with the church“ He would never fit filent and t 
hear it ſaid that the property of the church ought” to be firſt , 
ſeized on, or let it go forth that the term of allfancebetyeen | 
P 
n 
v 


2 
72 


church and Rate was grounded on immunties of the formet 
fromtaxes. "Formerly che clergy "taxed themſelves; and at 
that time they gave as much to the ſtate as the lait; no they 
were *taxet” in common with other deſeriptions of men, 


Churchmen being included in all Bills of taxation" the ſume v 
manner as laymen. The property of the church was not 8 
perſonal property but churehmen paid as others dic for their th 
individual property. When a churefitnan” bequeathed perſona! : 


- Property; in what caſe he Woüld Alte was it evempted from 
: raxation by the” Bill on their tordfhips table? His Lordſhip * 
adled,” that if the advocates fof innovation wied to begin gl 
their feform by burying religious eſtabfiſntments in Tulns, let 
them loo to © extmple”of Franke do ſuage of what would 
follow. £018 RO 011243179 6 Rovh Ald] enen 1024 i by 
Demi of Lraderuullaſſured theright rey prelate that no aſ- 1 
ſumed importance of tone with which the noble prefate choſe fo pre 


liver 


4 


F ᷣͤ p ̃ ⁵-: ern ]⅛ ⁵ůUilU———— ana 


Arnit 14.] WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, 97 


liver his ſpeeches in that Houſe, ſhould at all affect him z he 
would tell the noble prelate that it would much better become 
him and his ſituation, when he meant to reply, or to ſtate what 
was ſaid by other lords, to attend to facts, as they really were, 
rather than to what he fancied to be beſt for his own argu- 
ment; rather to truſt to his memory than have recourſe to his 
invention and ingenuity. He never had ſaid that the church 
property ſhould be firſt ſeized on, but had argued and would 
{till contend that churchmen ſhould be taxed as well as laymen, 
when a tax on the capital of the kingdom was enacted in a 
Bill about to paſs into à law, —— with taxing the 
church; the aſſertion was wholly unfounded; when the neceſ- 
ſities of the ſtate were ſuch as to require ſo new and extraor- 


dinary a mode of taxation, he could fee no good reaſon why 


the church was to be entirely exempted ; and the learned 


prelate ought to recolle& that when he ſtated this in his firſt” 


ſpeech, he mentioned tranſlations, preſentations, preferments, 
and other clerical changes, equally ſudden and unexpected that 
would well bear a tax of that nature. As to the diſpoſition 
for equalizing or levelling that he was accuſed of, he deſpiſed 
the inſinuation, come from what quarter it might, no man 
was leſs inclined to be a leveller, or to break down diſtinctions 
than he was, though he ſhould be happy if by any exertions of 
his he could ferve his country, and avert the miſchiefs mini- 
{ters were drawing on. If miniſters and their adherents pur- 
ſued the ſyſtem they had been acting upon, he could not ſee 
the poſſibility of ſuſtaining the conſtitution of the country, to 
which he ey firmly attached as any man in or out of that 
Houſe could be. However lofty in his tones, harſh in his ex- 
preſſions, or preſumptuous in his manner, the noble prelate 
might be, he was perfectly conſcious that what he ſaid in that 
way, would go but for very little with the public at large. 

he Biſhop of Noc heſter ſaid, the point had eſcaped him 
which the noble earl had noticed, but he meant to have ſpoken 
to it, The noble earl, he conceived, muſt have been aware 
that the tranſlations, and all the other changes in church pre- 
ferment to which he had alluded, were already taxed, and 
that churchmen in common with every other defcription of 
men, bore their equal ſhare in all taxes whatſoever, one ſin- 
gle inſtance only excepted, vis: where the rectory or vicarage 
houſe was extra parochial, and therefore did not pay parochial 
taxes, He added that he was aſtoniſhed that the noble earl of all 
men ſhould have paſſed ſuch a criticiſm on him, and complain- 
cd of his loud tone of voice, his aſſumed importance and his 
preſumptuous manner, 


Vol. IV. 1796. O Lord 
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Lord Grenville ſaid, the noble earl might think him as con- 
ceited as he he pleaſed, but he ſhould ſlill petſiſt in ading up- 
on his own judgment. He declared, he roſe to confirm wi ſup- 
port tne Biſhop of Rocheſter's aſſertion that there was no per- 
ſonal property in the church, but when churchmen become 
poſſeſſed of perſonal property by collateral ſucceſſion, they 

were equally liable with others to the proviſions of this Bill, 
Ona the point of order that had been ſtated, he wiſhed to de- 

cline making a reply, he. thought it neceſſary, however, to 
ſtate that the church eſtabliſhment was not nobly provided for 
to enable individual churchmen to wallow in wealth, but for 
far better purpoſes, —as the means of maintaining the conftitu- 
tion by the preſervation of religion and morality which formed 
the baſis of all order, all happineſs, and all good government. 
The Fart of Lauderdale in reply ſaid, while noble lords 
were ſo punctilious about points of order, they placed him in 
a very ſtrange ſituation, all their animadverſions were: levelled 
at him, and every inſtant he was put upon his defence. He 
tad to defend himſelf againft a biſhop for a ſuppoſed attack 
upon property, and againſt a lay peer for a pretended- attack 
upon religion. He diſclaĩmed every idea of wiſhing to over- 
turn church eſtabliſhments, though he could not but remark 
that the noble lord had done no great-credit to the church, by 
ſtating it to be the mere creature of government. He ſaid, 
he perfely well knew to what the learned prelate had alluded, 
but he belonged to a country where there was an eſtabliſhed 
church of a different fort from that in this country, à church 
which he had as good a right to think as well adapted to the 
omotion of religion and morality as the eſtabliſhed church in 
England; and by the articles of union he had an equal right, 
rs a Peer of parliament, to ſtate that opinion in favour ot the 
church in which he had been brought up. In Scotland every 
purpoſe of religion and morality was fully anſwered, and; men 
ef genius, and wiſdom, as pure principles, and practice, and a5 
exemplary in their conduct were to be found in the church 
eſtabliſhment of that country as in the church eſtabliſhment of 
this, although it was by no means equally expenſive; there all 
belonging to the Kirk had a competent proviſion and were con- 
tent; but none were ſo enormouſly high in preferment as here, 
neither were there any fo inadequately provided fot, as to diſgrace 
of the church of Englund eſtabliſhment was the caſe with many ot 
not the leaſt worthy of its miniſters. He concluded with de- 
claring that he believed it would be juſt as well for: England 
io be on the ſame footiug in reſpect to her church eſtabliſhment 
as Scotland. 5 e bet g0:5d 5 H 
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The queſtion was then put on eee of the Bill, 
and carried without a diviſion. * 


Mae 7 | 


"Hoop: 05 COMMONS, 
L » 110 FmorzDaY; April 14. 
The Newſpaper Conveyance Bill paſſed elrodghs a Cap 
mitttee; the report was received and the Bill ordered to be 
printed, | 


44 


HIGH. PRICE. OF. GRAIN, 


Meri Lechmere ſaid he had given notice of a motion which he 
intended to bring forward before a committee of the whole 
Houſe that day, to prevent the withholding of corn f om the 
market, and alſo to prevent the adulte ration of flour. bheſe 
were great grievances to the induſtrious labourers in this 
country and ought to be attended to by the Houſe, It gave 
him great pain, however, to reflect that waen any buſineſ zel- 
pecting a loan, a contract, or any thing of tha: kind was to be 
drought forward, the Houſe was crouded from one end of it 
to the other. But when the cauſe of the induſtrious poor was 
to be agitated, the Houſe was ſo thin, that there was ſcarcely 
a ſufficient number of members preſent to make a Houle, and 
if a propoſition was made and objected to by any perſon on the 
other ſide of the Houſe, the members were counted, and there 
being often too few to form a Houſe, the matter for the time 
fell to the ground in conſequence of non-attendance, This, 
he was ſorry to be obliged. to ſay, was a great reflection on 
that honourable Houſe, and a deep diſgrace to it. By ſuch 
conduct, public duſineſs was very improperly impeded. In 
conſequence of the Houle being fo thin he would not bring for- 
ward the buſineſs he gave notice of for that day. He would 
bring it forward on Tueſday next. He meant to refer the ſub- 
ject to the committee on the high price of corn, and move on 
. Tueſday the 19th that the committee ſhould then ſit. 

-. The order of the day being read, the Houſe reſolved itſelf 
into a committee of the whole Houſe on the report. of the * 
lect committee on the high price of corn. 

Me. Charles Dundas moved, that the Chairman of the com- 
mittee be directed to bring in à Bill to authorize the ſelling of 
corn by weight, and to prev the trauds and adultera: ions in 
the ſale of con. 

The reſolution. of the ele cammittee, for ſelling corn by 
weight, &c. being read, was agreed to; and a Bill was order- 
ed to be brought in, in purſuance of that refolution. 

O 2 MILLE RS 
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On the report of this Bill, ſome new claufes and amend- 
ments were'propoſed and agreed to, among others, one, enact- 
ing that every miller who.ground corn for hire, ſhould affix 
in ſome conſpicuous place, the price of grinding in money, or 
the amount in toll; and that every miller, who ſhould neg- 
lect to affix ſuch notice, ſhould be liable to a penalty not ex- 
<eeding 208. | ey BE, 
Mr. Lechmere wiſhed to know, whether it contained any 
clauſe for infliting penalties on millers adulterating by other 
* corn which may be delivered to them in à pure 
ſtate! 

Sir Francis Baſſet explained, that penalties for ſuch miſcon- 
duct were impoſed by another act of parliament. _ 85 
The report was then received, and the Bill ordered to be 
engroſſed, and read a third time on Tueſday next, if then en- 
groſſed, | | AA 

Adjourned, EY 
HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Faipay, April 15. 


Heard counſel on the ſcotch appel. 
Received ſeveral Bills from the Commons, which were read 
a firſt time, ed: hits 3603+ 231 KIT 


Adjourned, | | | 
HOUSE OF COMMONS 
Fripay, April 15. 


7 


A meſſage from the Lords inſormed the Houſe, that their 
Jordſhips had agreed to a canal Bill, and paſſed an act to ena» 
ble Richard Moorſom, Eſq. to marry again. 3 

| Doo TA x. w Hit] ar] 

The dog tax Bill was read a firſt time, and on the motion 
for the ſecond reading, DUYRGGH 

. The Chanceller of the Exchequer roſe to deſire it might be 
underſtood that he ſhould perſiſt in claiming ſome of the mo- 
ney impcſed by this Bill for the public benefit, and that he 
ſhould alſo perſiſt in drawing a diſtinction between per ſons lia- 
ble to this tax. The plan which he ſhould propofe to the com- 
mittee was that which he had before ftated to the Houſe of 
charging three ſhillings upon every owner of a dog who pays 
afleſled taxes, two ſhillings of which he meant to claim for the 
public uſe, and to apply the other to parochial purpofes,. but 
from thoſe perſons who keep a dog d do not pay aſſeſled 
taxes, he ſhould demand only cne ſuilling, 8 


—_ = g—_ Y vw 


All 1, WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 103 


paid as a pariſh rate. Another beneſit might be derived from 
this tax by the ſtate, viz. to ſubject thoſe perſous wha keep 
more than one dog and are able to afford it, to a heavier, pe- 
nalty. He ſhould propoſe in the committtee to Carry, it; up to 
five ſhillings for every dog, four of which he ſhould apply to 
the ſervice. of the (tate, and at this rate, though he did not 
carry his computation ſo high as the honourable gentleman 
(Mr. Dent,) he calculated the tax would be able to praduce 
a revenue. of 100, oool. per annum. 
Mr, Dent ſaid he was forty to differ from his gight honour- 
able friend, but he conceived the only benefit. to be derived 
ought to be in regard to the poor-rates, and if the mone 
were applied to any other. uſe, he thought-the tax would be 
unproductive and unpopular, ee 2% „ 
Mr, Jolliſfe had began to ſtate ſome obſervations, when the 
Speaker reminded the - Houle that the right honourable gen- 
tleman (Mr. Pitt) had only given notice of ſome propoſitions 
he meant to bring forward in the committee. b 
The Order of the Day was read for the ſecond reading of 
the Weſtminſter Police Bill, but upon the motion for the ſe- 
cond reading, | V.. | 
General Smith wiſhed it to be deferred till ſome gentlemen 
at preſent prevented from attending, who intended to debate the 
principle of it, ſhould have an opportunity to do ſo | 1 » 
The Chancellor: of the Exchequer ſtated, that there would 
be alterations in the committee after which it would be re- 
printed, and even then there. would remain two ſtages or more 
in which gentlemen would have an opportunity to diſcuſs the 
general principle of the Bill. 8 
Mr. Burton urged a ſimilar argument. | 


General Smith aſſented. | 

The Bill was read a ſecond time, and ordered to be com- 
mitted on Monday the 15th inſtant. | | 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
| | Monpay, April 18. | 

Received nine Bills from the Commons, ſome of which 

were cead a fitſt time. wk ae og | 
| SCOTCH APPEAL. | 

Part of the interlocutor in the cauſe of Stein v. Stuart, &c, 
was ordered to be reyerſed, that the evidence might be taken 
in the court of ſeſſion; by which the cauſe is referred back. 

Adjourned. - £2 9093. 190 DASAIH Lion , 
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” HOUSE OF "COMMONS, 
Morpar, April 18. 
6 80 vpDorch PROPERTY BILL. nch 
be Houſe reſolved itſelf into a Committee upon this Bil!, 
which it went through without amendments. 
Lowden's naturalization, and Tilney Incloſure Bills, were 
OR Ao eee 
Mr. Reſe moved for an account of the quantities of wine 
imported and exported in the laſt two years, and the quantitics 
imported and exported for the laſt five years to be laid upon the 
table, which were afterwards brought in, and referred to the 
committee of ways and means. | 3 
Mr. R:/e laid an account upon the table of the proviſion: 
ſom the civil liſt for the ſuffering clergy and laity of France, 
which was referred to the committee of Ways and Means. 
The Dutch property Bill was committed, and the report 
ordered to be made to-morrow, | _ | 
kur COUNT DE SOMBREUIL. WY 
Mr. Sleridan roſe he faid, to move for the ptoduction of 2 
paper which had before been moved for by an honourable 
triend of his (General 'Farleton) and had been refuſed. 
After that.refulal, the Houſe might judge cf his ſurpriſe and 
aſtoniſhment when he ſaw the letter of the Count Sombreuil 
publiſhed in a daily paper. He did not heſitate a moment to 
pronounce that publication authentic and genuine, being in- 
fluenced, in his opinion, both by the complexion of the jour- 
nal in which it was publiſhed, and the particular features of 
the letter itſelfl. He ſpoke in the recollection of thoſe who 
heard his honourable friend move for the production of that 
letter, and it could not have eſcaped their remembrance that 
his honourable friend aſſigned as his reaſon for doing ſo, that it 
might be poſſible the letter contained not only an-<xculpation 
of the Count Sombrieul himſeli, but a erimination of thoſe 
who adviſed and conducted the unfortunate expedition in which 
he- ſuffered, He appealed to the recollection. alſo of the 
Houſe, as well as to the right honourable gentleman who re- 
fuſed the motion, (Mr. Windham) whether the production of 
the paper: had not been refuſed becauſe it related ſolely to a buſi- 
nets of a delicate and private nature. Let gentlemen Wir fn 


1 
* 


excluſively to any buſineſs of à private nature, it related prin- 
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cipally to matters of public mo nent; the only excuſe he cou'd 
alledge for the right honourable gentleman's having made ſuch 
a declaration was, that he had either read the letter ſlightly and 
curſorily, or from the diſtance of time in which it was diſ- 
cuiled, and the multiplicity of buſineſs that had in the interim 
occupied his attention, he had wholly forgotten, its contents; 
had that not been the caſe, he could ſcarcely have conceived 
it poſſible that the right honourable gentlemen would have 
given it ſuch a colour. It did not appear from this letter that 
there. was any paltry recrimination. upon the perſons who ad- 
viſed and conducted that unfortunate expedition, but the letter 
contained a foundation for a charge of the molt marked cri- 
minality. It might be true that the right honourable gentle- 
man did not ſtand ſingly reſpantible for that expedition, or that 
he had no further ſhare in adviſing it than the reſt of his collea- 
gues, but whoever were the authors and abettors of it, there 
was not one ward about any buſineſs of a private nature in it, 
while it afforded the ſtrongeſt grounds of condemnation of 
miniſters for ſending the expedition out under circumſtances 
the moſt groſs, inhuman, and treacherous. He would, how- 
ever, read the letter to the Houſe. 201 5; | 
not ny d nne doit 
« Og board the John, Portſmouth Road, 
«S518, | | uly 8, 1795. . 
« The ſhort ſtay which I made at London not having permitted me the honour 
of ſeeing you more than once, and my ſudden departure having prevented me 
from convetſing with you on ſeveral points of importance to me, in my preſent 
ſituation, I have ſufficieat confilence in your ſagacity to be convinced, that I hall 
find ſuch inſtructions as wlll ſerve me for a guide, and enable me to ſupport the 
reſponfibility-attac hed to my conduct, ay well towards you as towards the troops 
under my command. ets 5 8 | 
« A full conviction of the neceſſity of ſubordinat on, joined to a zealous 
de votion to the cauſe in which I Have embarked, induce me to fly with precipita-" 
tioa at the firſt ſignal I receive, and never allow me to urge the ſmaileſt objection. 
I lay nothing of the diſcretion which,a government has a right to expect from. 
thoſe it emplays ; 1 bave long fince g'ven ſufficient proof of mine; and I have 
reaſon to believe, that they are ſuch 'as will enable me to obtain, at leaſt, thoſe 
macks of confidence which are due to my ſituation. + 95 
« 1 have the honour to obſerve to Jou, Sir, that I am going with troops, of 
whoſe deſtination I know nothing but by public regort, neither am Lacquainted 
ich ther means of ſubſiſtence, nor, in the ſmalleſt degree, with the rules by 
which I am to regylate my conduct. What will be neceſſary, with regard to am- 
munition, wich which L am not, to my knowedge, proviged,, and with regard to 
the ſupport of thoſe with whom 1 am to act ; tne means by which J am to carry 
an my cotreſpbndence with you, in a diſtant fituation 3 and frotm whom Tam, in 
A cates, to reqeive orders.- Theſe are points on which I requeſt you to give me 
ach luſttuct ons as will ſerve as a baba fo.my end t. wy 
* I had the honour alſo to tequeſt that you would let me have an. officer. from 
the dpf t of in pe on. M you ſend me ſuch a perion. jray” chile a man 
ho {peaks boch languages thathe may on occaſion, aſſiſt m inthe tranſation 
" youg SEW and 88 N * _ known to an vthcer boten by 
EIvern;ment. . ve da be, with reipect, t ul 
| ee et Your vety humble Rn,” LO 
gt „% COUNT DE CHARLES SOMBREUIE.” 
This 
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This was the private letter, he obſerved, which the hon. 
gentlemari had ſtared to be intereſting to the writer's feelings 
only, and not at all ſo to the public. He would next read, 
the other, addreſſed to the right honourable gentleman, which 
accompanied that to Sir John Borlaſe Warren, and which was 
repreſented to be ſent to him as an object of particular reſpect 
and gratitude !— n 8 | 


SECOND LETTER. 


From the CounT nx So] ot the Right Homurable Wit tram Win- 
BAN dated Aurai, July the 22d, 1705, received by the hands of bis ſervant, 
who remained with bim till the beur of bir death« 

f 4e Irn ö | 
The letter which I have written to Sir John Warren, will give you every in- 

formaticn in my power to affurd, as well on my preſent ſituation, as on paſt 

events; I will not remind you of the letter which I wrote to you from Portſ- 
mouth, Is you doubtleis feel the force of the remarks which I there made: you 
muſt be ſenſible how much my heart has to ſuffer in theſe laſt moments; . inde- 

endeut'y of the regret, which 1 expcrience for the fate of my companions, you 

1% what ſacrifices an order fo prompt obliged me to make. 

« F requeſt you, Sir, to be ſo kind as to give to the bearer. a faithful man, and 
who has never abandoned me (and whom the loſſes I have ſuſt«iried in apacitate 
me from rewarging) the ſum of five hundred Louis, to be ſhared with wy other 
ſervant, This requelt will not appear indiſcreet, as I have loſt ſeveral govern · 
ment ſecurities to a greater amount, h 


1 alſo recommend to you, Sir, the two perſons about whom I ſpoke to you, 


before 1 left London. 
„ have the honour to be, Sir, | 
© To Mr. Wrxbnan, &« Your humble Servant, 
Secretary at War. « COUNT CHARLES DE SOMBR RUN. 


- Mr. Sheridan begged the Houſe to connect the remarks 
ſtated in this ſecond letter with thoſe made in the preceding 
one, by which means they would perceive what general affinity 
there was to buſineſs of a private nature, 'T his letter diſ- 
played all the characteriſtics of a brave mind. It did not re- 
proach the right honourable gentleman for his conduct, it only 
reminded him of the remarks in the former letter—That he 
was diſpatched with troops upon an expedition of whoſe deſ- 
tination he was ignorant; that he was ignorant alfo of their 
command, - their ſubſiſtence, and their. ammunition, Here 
was none of that trifling 3 which the right honourable 
ER had pretended, in fact it contained only a couple of 

nes which could be conſtrued to relate to that beautiful and 
accompliſhed woman to whom his affections had been pledged, 
and who had fince been reported to be diſordered in her 
mind. The obvious. concluſion was, that, when. a man of 
fuch worth, valour, and honour. was willing to periſh in what 


ge renceived to be a juſt cauſe, it was a ſhame and a reproach 


to his Majeſty's miniſters to abandon him, as they had done, 
A ; 413% 1 eee. to 
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to his fate; conceiving therefore that theſe letters cogtaĩned 
the ſtrangeſt proofs '* the groſs and ſcandalous manner in 
which the expedition to the cqaſt of France had been con- 
duel, dere ee eee eee 
That copies of the letters written by Count Charles de 
& Sombreuil to the Secretary at War be laid upon the tale.” 
General Smith ſeconded the motion. ran, 5 
The Secretary at War ſaid, that he had never heard ob- 
ſervations made. which be lels, underſtood, or was leſs res, 
pared to anſwer, though he did not imagine it very Noa t 
anſwer them in ſuch a way as would be ſatisfactory to the 
Houſe and juſtify his conduct. He would ficſt recal the 
terms of the letter to the recollection of the Houſe, and then 
give his reaſons. far perſiſting in his determination to oppole 
the motion, not becauſe he was unwilling to diſcuſs the 
queſtion, but becauſe the public were Already in pofſefſiou 
of the letter. Previous, however, to any further. comment, 
he could not help remarking, that this queſtion was brough 
forward at a momęnt when the Houſe was waiting with an- 
xious ebe or ſineſs of more immediate importance, 
upon which account he would not detain them by entering 
into much detail at that tim. 4:68 
Some miſtepreſentations had been made, which he wiſhed 
to ſet right, When this ſubject was laſt under the con- 
{deration of the Houſe, he had {tated that the Count de Som- 
breail's letter contained no reflactions upon the expedition in 
which he was engaged; no reſlections upon the perfon wh 
of it; no reflections upon the conduct of hi 


was at the hea 
Majefty's miniſters. The only motive he could conceive 
Count de Sombreuil could have in his laſt letter for refertin 
him to the expreſſidus in the former were, that harrafſed a 
Faule as he was, in his laſt fatal moments, he referred 

im rather to what was paſling in his mind, than what he had 
actually committed to paper. That was his impreſſion when 
he gave a deſcription, of thoſe letters to the Houſe, and that 
was his impreſſion now. The reference, however, was 6; 


a 


_ obſcure and vague, that there was no knowing what he mean 


nor did he perhaps know exactly What he meant himſelf, 
The ſubſidiary letter certainly had à meaning in reference to 
ſome painſul circumſtances” intereſting to his private feelings 
which did refer to the uncertain ſituation in which he was 
going. The Count was deſirous that the nature and extent 
of his command ſhould be aſcertained, and that was the object 
tor which it was written; in a public point of view ho very 


: 


the letter was of no importance whatever. * | 
Upon one or two obſervations of the honourab!e gen- 
Vol, IV. 1796. P teman, 
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tleman, although hurried by the impatience of the Houſe 
he begged leave to fay a few words. He was charged 
with crueity in ſending, this gallant” officer away upon 
ſhort notice, How did that prima” facie apply? There 
ſurely could not be much complaint upon his being ſent 
away on a ſpecific N He came from Yarmouth 
to Lendön. when the troops under his command were 
ready to fail, and he might fay, that even then, Count de 
Sombreuil was not ſent out, for he had preſſed him to defer 

is departure. There was ſcarcely any thing worth anſwer. 
ing; he would notwithſtanding inform the Houſe that'Count 
de Sombreuil immediately after his arrival in London, waited 
upon him with inquiries about his troops, when he was told 
they were under orders to fait, He then, for the firſt time, 
opened to him his intentions of marriage, when he adviſed 
him, not as a public man, but one who participated in his 
feelings, to defer his departure, partly hoping that the expe- 
dition, as is frequently the caſe, in ſuch adventures, might 
be delayed, partly from his ſenſe of the character of Count de 
Sombreuil, which he knew was too high to ſuffer imputation, 
and partly from a conviction, that if he "ſhould be too late 
for that expedition, he would not be abſent from any other 
for which he might be wanted. However on being preſſed 
for the diſtinct truth, he was obliged to confeſs that the troops 
were really under failing orders, though he promifed to make 
ſurther inquiry; and he believed he afterwards wrote à note 
repeating the arguments he had before uſed. He hoped tio 
man would impute diſingenuouſneſs, and want of candour to 
him, though he was apprehenſive from the behaviour of gen- 
tlemen on the other fide, that they were inclined to do To. 


oy 


He was proceeding in a ſtrain of aſperity, when © 


« 


The Speaker called him to order. nadeln 

The Secretary at Mar continued. Anger had its privilege, 
he ſaid, and he hoped he ſhould be allowed it, as he had ſome 
cauſe for that ſenſation. He told the Count, in his note, that 
as he was known to be ever ready for ſervice, an action, 
more or leſs, could make no difference, When the Count uſed 
a. particular expreſhon, which he had repeated in his letter 
from Poriimouth, *I am determined to embark in the expe- 
dition, 1 have feen much ſervice, and am ready to obey the 
fuſt ſignal ;” and he accordingly ſet off that night. It ap- 
peared that he had not the means of making out the pur poſe 
he Was going lor without a diſtinct explanation; as he was 
howeyer going to do nothing but carry out a body of troops 


tom the Elbe, he would know when he arrived at the place of 


— — „ p ation 
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deſtination what he was to do, as all ſubordinate officers do, 
and that would be ſufficiennt. Nen e r N 
In teſpect to producing the letter in any other form than 
that in which it had appeared, he was determined to reſiſt it, 
although he was aware that an injurious infinuation would in 
conſequence lay againſt him. Still, however, he diſregat ed 
every perſonal „ and even if he could get no other 
perſon to join him, he would ſingly oppoſe the motion as fe- 
pugnant to the intereſts of the public ſervice. If the letter 
muft be produced before the public, there it was; and he de- 
ſired the public to look at it, and examine it, and then de- 
termine whether it_ juſtified the accuſation brought agiinſt 
him. Of this at leaſt he was aſſured, that the gentlemen on 
the other ſide either knew or ſuppoſed that he Had loſt the 
letter, when they originally moved for its production, or rhey 
would not have called for it. . e fins 
General Smith ſaid, if the Houſe or nation wanted any 
further teſtimony. of the gallant conduct of the Count de 
Sombreuil, they had only to remember what the right ho- 
nourable gentleman had juft ſaid of him; that, inſtantly after 
he had landed. in this country, he renounced his deareſt at- 
trations to ſhew his activity in what he deemed eſſential to 
his honour, He needed not to repeat all that the fight ho- 
nourable gentlemen had ſaid, for every man muſt ſee that his 
arguments did , not_ correſpond, - He thought fo, at leaſt, 
and he would undertake to prove if. The letter, in his 
opinion, concerned the public ſervice, and nothing bur the 
public ſervice, except the character of Sombreuil. The Ge- 
neral ſaid, he kept in mind the letter to Sit John Borlaſe 
Warren, together with the various diſaſters in the expedi- 
tion, and he conceived that the Count de Sombreuil, being 
anxious for his character., hoped the honourable gentleman 
would publiſh what in his opinion contained all that could 
zuſtify his conduct. This was the laſt ſolemn requeſt of a 
dying man who had never forgotten his duty, and was likely 
io review. his unfortunate. ſituation with a eircumſpect and 
ſcrutinizing eye. It was to be remembered that he had em- 
barked without any information on the ſubject of the expe- 
dition 3, that he Was neither furniſhed with orders nor in- 
ſtructions ; that he was. conſidered as a Junior officer, and 
was, ignorant of the command, "When he recollected that 
that command was given to Puiſaye, a man whom many offi- 
cers thought Ap > uh under, a man who was ge- 
nerally conſidered unworthy of the charge entruſted to his care, 
dhe BAT aver SRI kigher rank than that of Major 
2 
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he had pretty ſtrong. reaſons to believe that if the Count de 
Sombreuil had known the command was. to be given to ſuch 
a wan, he would never have gone upon the expedition. It 
was obvious that Puiſays knew nothing of his profeſſion, and 
therefore it was natural that the laſt wiſh of a dying gallant 
ſoldier like Sombreuil, who had gloriouſly run his courſe and 
career of life, ſhould be to exculpate bimlelf from having any 
ruling. power in ſuch a ſhameful expedition. Upon this 
ground he thought the letter was a public account, and no- 
thing but a public account, and therefore he ſtood up to 


ſupport the motion. 


Mr. Fex ſaid, that of all the inſtances he had ever expe- 
rienced, and he had experienced a great many in common 
with other gentlemen in that Houſe, where men have changed 
their political principles, and have forgotten all their former 
declarations, he mult confeſs he was never more ſupriſed. than 
he had been at the language of the right honourable gentleman 
that night and the language he uſed upon a former day. That 
he ſhould have received ſuch a letter, and not have produced 
it when called upon, or even without being called upon to do 
ſo, was as extraordinary, and as exceptionable an incident as 
he had ever met with. His objection, however, was, that he 
acted. under a ſuppoſition that the letter was loſt. If the 
honourable gentleman, did act under that ſuppoſition, it was 
wholly unknown to him, for till a few weeks ſince, he had 
never heard the report. Grant however that he had, was it 
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chief adviſers of that unfortunate expedition; but when he 
conſidered their ſituation, he did not blame them: on the con- 
trary he felt for them, ſince they only added to the reſponſi- 
bilit of miniſters, inaſazuch as the raſhneſs and folly would have 
been excuſeable in them, which was degrading to the cha- 
1aGer' and underſtandings of Britiſh miniſters, and he be- 
lieved every man would he of that opinion. Sombreuil 
in the meantime, till that appeal was made, w.$ not excul- 
pated; when he found all gone, and that he had no further 
hopes of life, he ſtill was anxious that his reputation ſhould 
ſurvive him, and accordingly appealed to that letter as 2 
public document, which the honourable gentleman was bound 
to publiſh, if be entertained no perſonal regard, upon the prin- 
ciple of the Roman word neceſſitudo. He at lealt ought to have 
done him the juſtice to declare, that ſo far from having any 
concern in that calamitous expedition, he did not know who 
had the command, the amount of his force, nor where the 
place of deſtination was appointed to be. There did appear 

ſomething in all this that required to be explained, ſomethin 
that called for publication. If that were the cafe, what juſti- 
fication was there for having miſlaid a letter of ſo much im- 
portance ? He had never heard at what period that letter was 
recovered ; but the moment it was miſſing, ſo much was due 
to the memory and dying prayer of Sombreuil, that ſome ac- 
count of it, and ſome excuſe tor its being miſlaid, ſhould have 
been ſubmitted to the Houſe, accompanied with a recapitula- 
tion of its contents, as accurately as could be collected. 
Whether the multiplicy of buſineſs had eraſed the temem=- 

brance of it, he could not ſay, though he believed ſoinethin 
like that excuſe was urged upon a former day. Nevertheleis 
it appeared to him ſomewhat ſingular that points ſo remarka- 
ble, ſhould totally eſcape ſuch a retentive memory as the 
honourable gentleman had been known to polle(s, and he 
could attribute this amazing and ſudden defect to nothing but 
the honourable gentleman's preſent unhappy connections, 
whoſe weakneſs that way was proverbial, He ought not 
however to have loſt a day in announcing the recovery of 
theſe important papers to the Houſe. | | 
There was a peculiar ſingularity in the conduct of the right 
honourable ſecretary upon this occaſion, He had Rated, that 
he waited, in daily expectation that gentlemen in - oppoſition 
would call for this letter, to give him an opportunity of enter- 
wg into an explanation concerning it; he had alſo ſtated, that 
ne conceived that it was highly improper for them to aſk for 
it; ſo that it appeared that he waited for the gentlemen in 
c | oppoſition 
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oppoſition to do ſomething er wrong, before he would 
do any thing indiſputably right; and fo ſtrong was his deſire to 
cenſure them, that be delayed performing a duty impoſed upon 
him by the moſt ſolemn of all injunctions, in order that he 
might have an opportunity, by their making an improper re- 
queſt, of finding fault with their conduct. The right 
honourable gentleman was ſo anxious to criminate his old 
friends, that, in order to obtain an opportunity of doing it, 
he delayed performing the dying requeſt of a new one. What 
ſyſtem of honour or principle could juſtify this mode of pro- 
ceeding he did not know; it required a moſt extraordinary 
mind like that of the right honourable gentleman's own to 
determine, Whether his honourable friend (General T atle- 
ton) had heard of theſe letters being loſt when he firſt men- 
tioned them, he did not know, but he believed he had not. 
Admitting, however, that he had, what was to be his conduct ? 
Was he, becauſe he had heard it vaguely reported that theſe 
or any other papers were miſlaid, not to make the public 
buſineſs in which they were involved an object of inquiry? 
Was there any intercourſe between them and the honourable 
gentleman on the other ſide, or any fort of encouragement 
trom thoſe gentlemen to incline them to fuch a proceeding ? 
For his own part, as he had before declared, he had heard ir 
looſely ftated that theſę letters were loſt, but he heard not that 
report till the period ſubſequent to their being found, The 
letter ought not to have been miſlaid, as it was a letter of 
moſt ferions charge, implicating the honour of Sombreuil, 
and the publication of it depended not upon what they conſi- 
de red its importance to be, but upon the wiſh and requeſt of 
Sombreuil. His wiſh ought to have been the wiſh of Admi- 
viftzation, and their promptitude in acceding to the requeſt 
of a man under ſuch circumſtances, ought to have ſuperſeded 
all conſiderations of a perſonal nature. He concluded, by 
geclaring, that he ſhould give his vote with the greateſt ſatis- 
faction, and if a general diſcuſſion ſhould take place on the 
Quiberon expedition, the paper moved for, he was perſuaded 
would throw conſiderable light upon it, and upon that ground 
he gave his vote for the motion. e M1613 "off wt 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer (aid, when he conſide red 
the important huſineſs before the Houſe, he cettainly Would 
not contribute to the prolongation” of the debate; he ſhould, 
therefore, not entes into the terits of the Quibeton expedi- 
tion, Gentlemen had been in the habit: of wing ſtrong ex: 
preſſions upon that ſubject; he xxprt ſſed his teatinefstopar- 
tieipate in the obloquy, if any attached on the conduct of ad- 
| miniſtration, 
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miniſtration, as he certainly did in the reſponſibility of the 
expedition to the coaſt of France, and when that febject 
came under diſcufhon' on primes facte grounds of miſeonduct, 
he pledged himſelf to conviuce the Houſe, that there Was no 
ound of cenſure, no violation of their duty, in the confi- 
ential ſervants of the croun, though the gentlemen on the 
other fide had been as profuſo of epithets as they were deſieſent 
jn argument. At preſent the queſtion he conceived involved 
the conſideration, whether there exiſted any public or partiz< 
mentary grounds for the production of this letter. The righe 
honourable gentleman aſſumed, that the Count de Sombreuil 
laboured under the imputation of having adviſed this expedi- 
tion ?; no ſuch- imputation had, however, been-thrown upon 
kim, and it was impofhible that it ſhould. It did not appent 
upon the face of the tranſaction, that he had any ſhare iti it, 
and, in fact, the expedition was planned, and had actaahy 
commenced, before the Count came from the Continent with 
his regiment. He ſerved whatever might have been his talents, 
in a abordinate capacity and poſſeſſed no power of remon- 
ſtrance as a commandant... Even if there had been any impu- 
tation reſting upon him, was it not fully done away by "the 
publication of this letter? It appeared, therefore, that the 
gentlemen on the other ſide called for the production of 4 
letter, to reſcue the character of this gentieman from an im- 
putation that could never have attached upon it, and which, 
if it had attached, muſt have been wiped away by the publi- 
cation of the letter. The right honourable (gentleman had 
miſrepreſented- his right honourable friend (Mr. Windham.) 
He did not ſay that he waited for a motion for the production 
of this letter to give an explanation, but he Haid, he waited 
until the ſubject of the expedition itſelf ſnould be brought 
forward, that he might, with propriety, perform the requeſt 
of a gallant and heroic officer. I the "gentlemen were fo 
deeply impreſſed with the neceſſity of producing this letter, 
how ned it, that with this ſtrong impreſſion upon their 
minds, they had waited fo long without calling for it? 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer concluded with de- 
Jating that no parliamentary ground whatever had been laid 
defore the Houſe to juſtify its production; and every end- that 
the Count could have had in view, had been anſwered by its 
publication; he ſhould therefore move the order of the day. 
Mr. Fax explained. He ſaid the production of the letter 
was not more neceſſary in the Houſe to exculpate Sombreuil, 
than to criminate the perſons who;adviſed and conducted the 
calamitous expedition in which he laſt his liſe. 2 
o tfybgod ont no 52038718 e b eee pl £12758 
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Mr. Sheriden ſaid, the Secretary at War, in claiming the 
privilege of an angry man, bad ſubſtituted words and pation 
xr proof and argument. Whether be had ſaid any thing to 
provoke irritation he knew not, he ſhould, however, even at 
the hazard of incurring the right honourable gentleman's re- 
ſentment, aſſert, that he was authorized by the letter to con- 
tend that Sombreuil left London under an impreſſion that he 
was to have the ſupreme command, and that he would bare 
declined the ſervice altogether, had he known that De Fuiſaye 
was to have had that diſtinguiſhed rank. The calamity that 
attended that expedition he attributed ſolely to-the di viſion of 
council, for the coward Puiſaye fecured his retreat, while the 
other brave companions of his voyage were left a prey to his 
treachery, and that calamity he charged as a crime againſt his 
ajeſty's miniſters, or Both hon ns thts re 
| The motion ſor the order of the day was put and carried 
without a diviſion. N. l Ain 
| | "THE-SUBQED::- 1 12h Hr wt 
The Houſe then reſolved itſelf ints a committee of Ways 
and Means. 0501 enen N 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer roſe, and ſaid, that the ſub · 
jet which he had to lay before the committee that night was 
particularly deſerving of their attention, conſidering the extent 
of the public burdens in the courſe of the war, and the aggra- 
vation which during a part of that period, had ariſen from 
collateral cireumſtances. Under the very arduous nature of 
the conteſt in which we were engaged, and of the pleuliar 
fituation of this eountry, in conſequenee of our having re- 
cently received a public avowal of the preſent ſenſe and diſ- 
poſitions of thoſe who govern the councils, and direct the 
government of our enemies, it became pecullarly proper and 
tequiſite to enter into an examination of the further exertions 
which might be neceſſary on our patt to continue the conteſt, 
dy an examination of our reſources, depreciated as they had 
deen by the enemy abroad and attacked at home by the 
ſtrongeſt exertions and talents of ſonie honourable gentlemen, 
he feared but too ſuoceſsſully, it beeame a fubject of the 
greateſt magnitude and importance which could claim the at- 
tention of the Houſe, to ſhew by che fair reſult of a diſtinct ex- 
amination of the true ſituation of this country, what were 
its reſources; on which, in a great meaſure, might depend 
the ultimate iſſue of the conteſt, and the fate of this country, 
and of all-Euiope, Such was the ſubject of that night; he 
approached it, and indeed it · was ĩmpoſf ble not ſo to approach 
It, Wich a conſiderable portion of anxiety and ſolicitation, and 
yet 
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yet he would ſincerely ſay, that after revolving it in his mind 
as carefully and deliberately as it was'poffible for him to do; 
and after endeavouring to examine it moſt minutely in all its 
parts, he approached it with a ſincere and rooted confidence, 
and if he ſhould-be able to-do juſtice to the truth of the facts 

which he ſhould have to ſtate, and by which the judgment of 
the Houſe ought alone to be guided, he then ſhould be able 
to give the ſureſt grounds of hope, and of juſt confidence in 
the reſources of the country, and diſappoint the proud and 
preſumptuous expectations wnich an enemy had founded upon 
a contrary ſuppoſitidn. Before he entered into any detail, he 
was anxious to convince the Houſe of the importance of the 
ſubject, and to impreſs it on their minds to its fulleſt extent. 

The general diſcuſſion, which he had to ſubmit to their confi- 

deration, and which he ſhould endeavour to compreſs within 

as narrow limits as poſſible, would comprehend three diſtin& - 
heads. | : 

1ſt, The ſubſtitution of ſuch new ways and means as might 
be thought adviſeable by the committee, and as he ſhould fug- 
geſt in lieu of thoſe propoſed before Chriſtmas, but which, 
upon repreſentations that had been -made and after due en 
quiry, he had thought it policy to relinquiſh. ' | | 

2d, The ſtatement of ſuch ſervices as had not been foreſeen, 
in providing for the ſervices of the year, and in propoſing to 
the committee the means of meeting thoſe ſervices. 

za, The meaſure that he thought it would be adviſeable for 
the committee to adopt, in order to remove the diſtreſs occa- 
ſoned by the temporary demand for money, and in order to 
give facility to commercial credit, 

Theſe were the three principal points upon which he had 
that day to call the attention of gentlemen, and from the diſ- 
cuſſion of which he was aſſured that they would derive the full 
and perfect ſatisfaction, which he felt in his own boſom, not 
merely with regard to the general ſufficiency of the countty, 
but alſo with regard to its growing and unprecedented pro- 
ſperity. 5 6 1 71 bin 

SUBSTITUTES FOR THE TAX ON PRINTED COT TONS. 

In ſtating the ways and means in December, he had men- 
tioned his intentions of providing taxes far a calculated yearly 
value of 1,12c,000l, of which 135,000), was to ariſe from 
a certain tax on printed cottonts and calicoes: he meant, in 
the firſt, inſtance, to provide ſubltitutes for this tax, 25 it was” 
thought adviſcable to withdraw ir. "The houſe would there- 
fore fee, that with regard to this part ot the ſubject he did not 
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mean to lay freſh burdens on the people in point of amount, 
but to ſind a different mode of impoling. them. A meaſure 
brought forward by an honourable gentleman (Mr. Dent) 
would afford him a ſubſtitute to the amount of the greateſt 
part of the deſicieneyʒ he meant the tax on dogs. The bouſe 
were of opinion with him, that if the owners of dogs were 
proper objects of taxation, a certain proportion of that tax 
ought to be applicable to the public ſervice; this, according 
to the ſtatement he had made on a former night, Which would 
ariſe from the ſurplus of two ſhillings. on aags, kept by perſons 
paying the aſſeſſed taxes, and a greater increaſe, on thoſe who 
kept à plurality of dogs, would produce, according to his cal- 
culation, 100, oool. à year, and which he had reaſon to be- 
lieve would be collected with great facility. This Jum de- 
duced from the amount of the deficiency, left 35, 00l. for 
which he would provide aſter the following manner. It was 
generally allowed to be the leaſt unexceptionable, and the 
moſt deſireable tax, which might ariſe by ſuch regulations as 
would prevent the evaſion of any exiſting duty, and enforce its 
due collection — A 208% 
; | DUTY ON HATS, 

The duty laid. upon hats at preſent had been found to de- 
cline yearly in its produce ſince its firft inſtitution, and was 
reduced fo low, as to be ſcarcely of any ſervice to the public 
revenue; and at the fame time that it afforded no advantage, 
it had this particular attendant quality, that it fell particularly 
heavy on the conſcientious trader; any jult and honeſt hattet, 
who paid the Tax, ran the riſk of difobligiog his cuſtomers; 
whilſt, on the other hand, the fraudulent trader had every en- 
couragement and advantage. A mode of collecting it, he 
faid, had been communicated to him which mult enforce thc 
duty, and which was as ſimple as it was likely to be effetual. 
He meant, that, inſtead of being collected by a tamped paper, 
which was eaſily ſeparated from the hat, it ſhould be collected 
by a ſtamp upon the lining of the hat, in a way which would 
make it ĩmpoſſible for the wearer not to know whether he had 
or had nat paid the duty. He would not then enter more 
particularly into the ſubject of that tax; perhaps it would be 
more convenient to the houſe to reſerve. any, particular dilFul- 
ſion of it, until a bill ſhould be introduced in conſequence 0! 
the reſolution of the committee, It «ould be only necefftry 
for him to late its probable amount, and this, he "believe, 
_ gentlemen muſt be aware, was a tax of which it was diffieu!: 
to enter into any calculation; he had heard, that When it . 
originally laid on, it was calculated to produce * ne 
* 7 -* "2þetiey:5 
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believed that ĩt had never actually produced more than 30,0001, 
which was the amount the firſt year after it was im poſed; ever 
ſince nich tie it hudi born gtadually diminiſhingꝭ and in the 
laſt year it produced 6900}. only; he could not ſtate hat might 
be the addition by the preſent propoſed mode of enſoreing the 
duty, but he believed he might ſafely calculate it 40 or Jo, ol. 
beyond what it at preſent produced, He — n 
ſtate it at 40,0001, per annum; which added to the 100, oc 

a year arifing from the ſurplus dog tax, would amount to 
140, ol. This ſum was more than ſufficient to ſupply the 
deficiency by abandoning the tax on cottons; and the ſubſti- 
tutes, he confeſſed, were the more adviſcable objects of tax- 
ation, and would preſs more lightly and more generally than 
the cotton tax, which he had ſtated in the former budget. 


* ARMY, ORDNANCE, AND NAVY. 


The next point which, he had to ſtate for the conſideration gf 
the committee was of a much larger extent, and one to which 
it was neceſſary, more bs oo to call their attention; he 
meant ſuch increaſed charges as it might be neceilary to pro- 
vide for, and which had occurred fince the ſtatement of the 
budget at Chriſtmas; as alſo for ſerviees which were not at 
that time foreſeen, together with their amount, and the mode 
which he meant to propaſe for defraying them. That mode, 
he ſaid, was connected with another object, viz : that of 
giving relicf to the general {tate of credit in the country. He 
ould therefore, firſt ſtate the amount of the ſervices, and 
the made of defraying them; which was alſo in ſome degree 
connected with the meaſure which he meant to propoſe in the 
exigency of the preſent enlarged demand of accommodation 
in the commercial world; the meafure was, to take out of 
the market a great proportion of the paper conſtituting the 
unfunded debt, and by that means relieve the Bank from the 
advances which they had made, fo as to enable them to allat 
a larger ſum of money to commercial diſcounts; this operation 
would neceſſarily demand ſome increaſe of the public bur- 
dens, as they would have to proyide for the difference between 
the [mall intereſt which this floating debt now bore, and the 
higher intereſt which it would bear on being funded, he would 
more particularly explain this in the proper place. 
And, firſt of the ſervices, there had been incurred ſince the 21 of 

December laſt, and not provided for under the bead of army ens 

traordinaries, n „ 
Of Ordnance, Rn Ind gpm, 
The additional ſur required for the .creation of Barracks he eltle pF 
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The dum for ſecret ſervice, above. the ſam ingladedin the lad c.. 
mate, and above the. ſum of, 25,0901. allowed, in time of peace, 


took at tlc wen Anh ind JUMP 9 LE, Iod ooo 
And the ſum which in the laſt ſtatement the ways and means were 
ſhort of the ſupply, + Waun d $25) % 
Tbeſe ſervices made together, 1 39: 9irrina + 111332111 01. [22 $5$7($000 
To which he ſhould add a ſum which he felt would be neceſſary. to 

make good the further army extraotdinaries up to the end of che 
. year 1796, | 01 en 


141421000 


Making in all of new ſervices above the ſtatement opencd in the ru RR 
; month of December laſt for the ſetvices of the current year che 1 4 1 110 
ſum of "FOR | Wen ! 2,500,000 
The next point which he was led to conſider was a charge, 
of which he would now only ſtate the general reſult he meant 
the proviſion which under all the circumitances exiſting at pre- 
ſent it might be nereffary to make for the funding ſuch parts 
of the increaſe of the navy debt during the war, which had 
not been provided for in the | courſe of the preceding years, 
and not to leave any which had not been already provided for 
of that debt incurred ſince the commencement of the war, or 
rather ſince the firſt of December 1791. The ſum for which 
intereſt was found in the courſe of the year 1795, amounted 
to 3,594,000), becauſe it had been the cuſtom always to make 
proviſion in the preceding year as far as may be calculated ; 
to that muſt now be added 1,640,000], | 
The next charge which he had to ſtate was, what debt it 
might probably be found neceſſary to incur, ſuppoſing the 
war to continue to the 31ſt of December 1996 ; he had ſtated 
it before Chriſtmas as likely to amount to 2, 500, oool. which 
calculation he had made by conjecture, derived from a com- 
pariſon of the then ſuppoſed navy debt incurred in 1795 but 
as that debt had ſtreched out by the operation of unforeſeen 
Cauſes to the amount of above 1, Go, oool. more than was 
then expected; the ſame cauſe, he meant the adverſe winds 
which obliged the large equipment deſtined for the Weſt 
Indies, to put back, would alſo produce expences running 
into the ſeryice of the preſent yeat, ſuch as the expences of 
repair, and alſo the detention and hire of tranſports; the ad- 
ditional expence, amounting, as he ſuppoſed it would, to 
about as much in 1796 as in 1795, he mult agreeable to the 
rule and mode which-he had laid down as his duty to follow, 
of keeping} back no proportion whatſoever of the expences, 
014 bring 
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bring forward, and” he would calculate it at r; 5D, D. 
which, in addition to the former computation of 2, 500, col. 
would produce a navy debt up to the 3iſt of December 1796, 


of 4,000,000!. and he muſt here remark, that although he N 


ſtated a farther increaſe of extraordĩinaries of the army, to he 
amount of 1, 200, oool. yet, if under all the circumſtatices, a 
further increaſe of 800,000l. ſhould be unexpectedly incurred, 
he begged to inform the committee that there were reſources 
to provide forthe full amount. eres 

The next head or̃ charge was one that did not ariſe from any 
new ſervices to be provided for; but only becauſe it became 
neceſſary, under the preſent. circumſtances, to diminiſh the 
unfunded debt, by taking 3,500, oool. in Exchequer Bills 
out of the market ; to do which it became neceſſary to borrow 
that ſum. The motive that led to this meaſure was, that, while 
all the unfunded debt remained in the market, it prevented the 
bank from the uſual aſſiſtance for the relief of trade. Intereſt 
tor this ſum of 3, 500 pol. to the amount of three and a half 
per cent. had been provided already; but in order to fund this 
debt, it was neceſſary to provide two and a half per cent. in 
addition to the three and a half already provided, viz. one and 
a half per cent. to make up the deficieney of the intereſt, 
and one per cent. for the ſiuking fund; this two and a half per 
cent. upon 3, 500, oool, would amount to 87, 500. 

Ide ſums be had already ſtated, he would tecapitulate, in 
order that thę houſe might go along with him in the ſtatement; 
2,590,000]. Fxchequer bills to be founded; 1,640, oool. of 
navy debt already incurred; the eſtimated navy debt for the 
year 1796, was 4, , ol. The other exchequer bills, 
thich were to be funded for the relief of the market, 
.2,590,0001; , There was another ſum of r, ooo, ooo. which 
was alſo to be funded, but was already provided for, both as 
ta intereſt and the one per eent. for the finking fund ; for the 
houſe would recollect, that in providing for the expences of 
the year 1795, he provided for a loan of 19,000,000). though 
he only took 18, ooo, oool. the other million had been iſſued 
in exchequer. bills, and had been fully provided for, as he be- 
tore (tated, N 702 lt mw" 

In order to pive the committee a perfe& view of the preſent 
ſtate of public finances, and of all the expences that he could 
to;efve, he ought to mention that there was one more contiu- 
gent ſervice that might occur in the courſe of the preſent year, 
ae probable: allowance of 2;000,0001:; for hounties on corn, 
to be imported according to the act had which paſſed at the 
beginning of the preſent ſeſſion. At wie time that this prö- 

viſion 
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viſion was made, it was hoped'that we ſhould be able early to 
aſcertain the amount of the ſum to be required, fortunately 
we had been relieved from our apprehenſions, ſooner than was 


expected; and there was every reaſon to believe, that the ſum 


to be paid had been greatly over-rated: it was not now he 
thought likely, that more than 300,000 quarters of Wheat 
would be imported in the courſe of the prefent year, in con- 
ſequence of the high bounty the nation was to give; and he 
had the pleaſure to ſay, that the greateſt part of this grain 
would come to us from the recently acquired poſleſſions which 
our arms had gained; and which, if we ſhov'd be ſo happy us 
permanently to retain, he would be bold to ſay, would create 
a new #ra in the commercial eſtabliſhments and proſperity of 
this country. Conſidering the very material change that had 
taken place in the aſpect of our own corn market, and in the 
certainty of a ſupply to the amount, at leaſt, of the quantity 
which he had ſtated, the minds of gentlemen would be relieved 
from all apprehenſions of a ſcarcity; and he had further the 
cheering and comfortable information to give to the com- 
mittee, that even for this probable bounty of 300, oool. on 
zoo, ooo quarters of wheat, he had à ſure and ample reſource 
without any further demand upon the country; he had the 
happineſs to inform them that ſuch was the proſperous ſtate of 
the affairs of the Eaſt India company, that even in the very 
firſt year of their new acquiſitions, the country would be en- 
abled to participate to the amount at leaſt of this ſum to be 
required for bounties. He had no doubt but that we might 
now look annually to the Eaſt India company for the 500, oool. 


which had been ſet down as the eſtimated participation of the 


public in their profits. To what further amount the new ac 
quiſitions in the eaſt that had been made, would carry thoſe 
profits, it was hardly poflible for the mind of man to conjecture. 
The public might with confidence Took for very conſiderable 
aids irom this ſource, Theſe were all the heads of ſervice 
which he had to ſubmit to the committee, and which he 
could foreſee for the additional ſupply of the year. From 
theſe ſeveral heads then the ſum to be permanently charged 
upon the country was as follows: nin”, 


The intereſt on the ſum of 2,500,0c01,: of ſervices added to thnſe in 
Eis former ſtatement, and including always the additional one per J. 


cent. towards the tanking fund, would be. CEE 1, 000 
The difference of the intereſt on the navy debt unfunded would be 99,400 
The intereſt on the 3, co, oc of navy debt 5 — 240,000 
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The differences of the ĩnteteſt on the ſum of 3,500,000], of Exchequer , 
bills abqvs the rate of iuteteſt already provided for them $7,500 


Making altogether the annual ſum to be provided for by taxes of 575, 900 


And in order to make the operation immediate for the bene - 
fit of the commercial world, the amount of the money to be 
raiſed by loan, and to be appropriated in the manner which, he 
had ſtated, was this: You be GOO a es” 4 | 


The amount of the 'extraordinary ſervices for the year 1796, was 2, $00,008 
The ſum of Hic heguer bills to be bought from the bank, or from the 
Markert, was ©" — — — — 3, oo, oo 
The ſum of navy bills to be bouę ht from the bank was — $09,000 
And the ſum ty be repaid the bank Fr the advances they had made in 
Excheques bills, on th+ ſeenrity of the confolidated fund; was 1,000,009 


— — 


Makipg together 1 ſum ti be borrawed, by.a new loan of 7,590,000 


A SCARCITY OF MONEY. | 
That there had exiſted. an inconvenience from: the increaſed 
demand, was true, and he did not heſitate to ſay, that it was 
not at all ſutpriſing. When he examined the cauſes which 
gentlemen on the other ſide of the houſe: thought proper to im- 
pute ta the ſcarcity of money hichſ exiſted at preſent, he be- 
lieved that, they proceded. from cauſes of an oppoſite nature, 
and inſtead of being the reſult of poverty and decreaſe, they 
aroſe partly from the increaſed commerce of the country. He 
had no difficulty in allowing that they had proceeded partly 
from the great expences of the war in which we were en- 
Sie, and from the neceſlity of remitting large and unuſual 
ums of money tu the continent, and thoſe ſent for defraying 
ihe army extraordinarics in maintaining a continental army, 
and alſo by the operation: of a loan to. the emperor, which cer- 
Lainly drainæd a great portion of money; but which loan he 
was proud to ſtate, had produced in a great meaſure thoſe 
important and gallant victories of the Imperial armies over 
the French, which they had gained towards the concluſion of 
the laſt yeat. 0 | 197 
When he conſidered the proſperity of, this, country, by 
which it had been enabled to ſupport all its burdens—when he 
compared the ſtate of the commerce of this country with its 
commerce in-former years, it furniſhed a juſt and ſolid ground 
at latisfaction to him, and certainly to thoſe in the country 
who. were acquainted with the ſubjects of commerce and 
finance. He felt, indeed, great matter of conſolation, when 
he conſidered various ſubjects relating to commerce 3 wn 
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he conſidered the general] ſtate of exchange at that time; 
when he compared the ſtate of the commerce and balance of 
trade with our ſituation in former wars ; when he conſidered 


that the ſtate of exchange was nearly brought to a level, and 
was opening floodgates, through which the money expended 
was pouring back in torrents, to inereaſe the proſperity of this 


country, and, by the ſilent and natural progreſs of com- 
mercial cauſes, furniſhed ground for reafonable hope that all 


that was ſent abroad would return with the more extended 
influx of general wealth. One of the cauſes of the preſent 


temporary ſcarcity, the, Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, 


evidently aroſe. from the ſupport of our foreign allies, and our 


army extraordinaries, there were other cauſes, which alſo in 
2 great, meaſure contributed to that effect; cauſes, he was 
happy to add, not connected with the difficulties of the coun- 


try, but connected with its large growing reſources and rich 


increaſing proſperity. It was a fact known to deep and acute 
politicians, that the circulating medium of a country muſt 
bear a certain proportion to the extent of active capital, to 
the extent of commercial ſpeculation. Allowing this to be 
juſt as a general propoſition, it applied particularly in this 
country at preſent. The extent of our trade, evident and ac- 
knowledged, had increaſed a demand for money for the pur- 
poſes of additional ſpeculations, of that which was the ſource 
of wealth and national proſperity, and had called for a large 
quantity of medium. That increaſed demand being allowed 
as one cauſe of ſcarcity, and the ſcarcity being confeſſed and 
apparent, it remainded to conſider what were the proper me- 
thods of remyding ſuch a difficulty, Every man acquainted 
with great mercantile ſubjects muſt know, that where ſcarcity 
of money exiſted, a large quantity of unfunded debt would 
increaſe that ſcarcity in a great degree, and that ſcarcity will 
tend to depreciate the unfunded debt; the conſequence of 
which depreciation would be, that men poſſeſſed of caſh would 
Jay out the ready money on the diſcount of the unfunded 
debt, which -would then be Jarge, inſtead of applying it to 


mercantile purpoſes, or ſpeculations in manufactures &c. 


which diverſion of their capital muſt be injurious to the pub- 
lic. The funded debt of the country ſpread far and wide as 
a medium, in the moſt extended commerce, in foreign nations, 
and all through this kingdom; but the unfunded debt was 
confined to the capital, chained the current of its commerce, 
and ſwallowed up a great part of the medium. When a ſcar- 
eity exiſted, there would naturally be a conſiderable demand 


for diſcount at the Bank, and the Jarge unfunded debt you 
EE make 
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make it impoſſible in the Bank to ſupply the merchants fo 
much in advance, as they might do if the debt were funded, 
It was therefore neceſſary at preſent to aſſiſt the Bank, 
funding to the amount of the incurred and probable expences, 
hy funding the unfunded debt of 4,506,b00!. of Exchequer 
Bills for which an additional intereſt of two and a half per 
cent. would be to be provided, and alſo to find caſh for the 
500, o00l. of the Navy Bills held by the Bank, and by in- 
creaſing their cath, to afford them the means with prudence, 
of continuing the diftouut to the merchants for the benefit of 
trade. The ſeven millions and a half which he propvſed to 
raiſe would be applicable to aſſiſt the Bank, whilſt it provided 
for the different ſervices incurring and incurred, ' Gentle» 
men converſant in ſubjects of this nature, would know that 
this plan was likely to have the effect of giving a ſpeedy ani 
effectual relief to the temporary ſcarcity of money. : 
He had already ſtated the three objeRs of what he would 
propoſe, he meant the amount of the expence of providing for 
the remaining ſervices exiſting or foreſeen, for giving that 
relief neceſſaty from the general ſtate of credit, and for pro- 
viding a ſubſtitute for the cotton tax, which laſt he had al- 
ready fully conſidered. The other two objects would pro- 
duce an increaſe of inteteſt, of the annual ſum of 5750008. 
a year. It was therefore important, for the purpoſe of raiſing 
the juſt hopes of this country, and of diminiſhing the hopes 
of our enemies, that we ſhould ſhew that our reſources were 
equal, without the potfibility of cavil, to meet the ſervice and 
all the exigencies of the preſent year. He ſhould not take 
into the accoumt, the reſource of the lottery, though he was 
of opinion, that the lottery was a reſource that might very well 
be taken into the account, if he ſaw fit, from year to year, 
to do it. He would, however, reſerve it as 4 fund with other 
tunds, to defray any poſſible increaſe on a peace eſtabhſhment. 
He was, contented. to take upon | bimielf the burden of 
575,000!. without the- lottery 3 and he confeſſed he did not 
ſ-c any ſhape in which he could put that yearly ſum as an 
increaſe to the public taxes, without making a farther appeal 
to the ſpirit and reſources of the country, but he had the 
atis faction to think, that in the tax he ſhould propoſe, he had 
lttle fear from any diſappointment of its produſGeGQ. 
EW DUTY ON WINE» 30,61 ag 
Gentlemen would recollect, that in the courſe of the laſt 
he had propoſed; that there thoutd be à confidetable addition 


to the duty on wine, and with reſpe& to any obligation for 
Vox. IV. 1796. R b limiting 
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limiting this tax, he thought it a matter of prudence ; he did 
not immediately ſce any other limit than that there ſhould not 
be too great an inducement leading to fraud and abuſe, and 

alſo. on the probability of diminiſhing its confum ption. He 
confeſſed, that in the preſent inſtance; he felt no anxiety on 
either of theſe heads on the queſtion of finance. The dimi- 
nution in the conſumption of wine would naturally lead to an 

increaſe in the conſumption of other liquors which might be 
more beneficial to the country in other reſpects, and perhaps 

equally productive to the revenue. The ſyſtem of the exciſe 
laws he was confident was capable of repreſſing all frauds 

internally, and with reſpect to a clandeſtine importation, it 

never could prevail to any great extent; as to the danger of a 
decreaſe in the conſumption, he felt no anxiety on that ac- 

count, becauſe he found that the laſt tax, inſtead of operating 
to promote that decreaſe, had on the contrary been attended 

with. an increaſed conſumption of that article. He thought 
thereſore that a further duty to the ſame amount would not 

make it neceſſary for any | <a to ſave his money by 
altering the conſumption. It was, he ſaid, a ſtriking and im- 
portant fact, that in the courſe of twelve months, from the 
impoſition ot the duty (deducting the ſum railed by the duty at- 

taching on the ſtock in hand, which amounted. to the ſum of 
320,000].) it had yielded the ſum of Goo, ol. upon 30,000 

tons of wine at 201. per ton. It appeared that the quantity 
imported during the laſt year was 30, ooo tons. He did not 

believe that any defalcation Whatever would ariſe; and there- 
fore he thought himſelf juſtified in ſtating the amount of che 

increaſed duty on the ſame quantity as that of laſt year, and 

it was peculiar to the nature of this tax that if he touched it 

at all, he could not propoſe leſs than what he had charged it 

with before. He therefote meant diſtinctly to propoſe to the 
Houle that a tax which would make 6d. a bottle to the con- 

Tamer, ſhould be impoſed — This would amount to 20l. per 
ton, exactly the ſame as the former tax, and would produce 
annually £00,000!. Lhe committee would recollect that he 

bad ſtated, that he would find it proper to have a ſum in ready 

caſh, to pay the Bank their ſhare of the navy debt, &c.. He 
ſhould, therefore, as the tax would operate immediately on the 
conſumer, thiuk it neceflary alſo to make it attach, like the 

former tax, immediately on the vender. The quantity of the 
Mock in hand, under the operation of that tax, would produce 
probably (though it could, not be caſily aſcertained) 320,000). 
Put Which be now thought proper to calculate at between 
From go, ol. to 


250, Oo00l. and 359,000]. 
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would therefore be the produce of the preſent year of the 

ſum permanently neceſſary to defray the ſum borrowed; a 

conſiderable portion would not be paid in the preſent year, par- 

ticularly on extraordinaries; there would therefore be a large 

ſurplus of: caſh in the preſent year, applicable to the purpoſes 

before ſtated. ny | oy » Br 
Nun THE LoANx. 

He next thought it his duty to lay before the committee the 
terms upon which he had been enabled to raiſe ſo large a ſum 
of money as ſeven millions and an half, under all the circum- 
ſtances of the war, Theſe were as follow: 1 

fo 6. d. ä | | 15 56. de 

120 0 0 3 per cent. conſols, at 67, amount- 80 8 6 

ing to - | — | : 

o O mark bY reduced, at 66 - 16 10 0 
5 6 long annuities, which, at 185 yea 10 

purchaſe, amounted to 3 9 


— 


25 
0 


OY 101 19 9 
making a bonus of only 11. 198. gd. the leaſt, he believed, that 
had been ever given for any loan in this country, To this 
was to be added, half the uſual diſcount, in conſequence of the 
more rapid payment of inſtalments, which were all to be com- 
pleted in half a year from the preſent time, the amount of the 
diſcount; which might be ſtated at the rate of three per cent, 
per annum, or at the rate of about 11. 7s. being added to the 
ſurplus, above the ſtate of the funds, made, in the whole, a 
bonus of JI. 6s. d. on the loan of ſeven and a half millions, 
the ſtocks having been taken at the full market price of the 
day. "Theſe tetms,' ſo advantageous in themſelves, were alſo 
made ſubject to the diſcretion'of the Houſe, if it ſhould think 
proper to avail itſelf of a further loan to the Emperor of three 
millions; and the terms made too at a time when the people 
were diſappointed in the hopes of peace, and the cup daſhed 


from their lips by the proud, unjuſtifiable, domineering pre- 


tenſions of the Executive Directory of the French Republic. 


The terms being fo low and favourable, were, he contended, 


a colſateral and indeed a ſtrong practical circumſtance, which 


proved demonſtratively the flouriſhing ſtate of our reſources, 


and the confidence of the monied men. "This, he faid; went 

beyond the theoretical ſpeculations of gentlemen on the other 

ide of the Houle, and ſpoke the true (tate of the country t 

Europe and to the Whole world. There were however, nal 

tronger proofs of the ſolidity bf public" credit and national 

ſecutity: the aggregate e the taxes had produced in 
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the firſt year of the war an increaſe above the produee in peace 
(with the operation of taxes then laid on of 252, Ol.) the 
ſum of 208,000). and in the year 1795 with the operation of 
taxes to the amount of 1,952, o00l. laid on in that year, to an 
moereaſe of 1, 648, oool. above the taxes of the year before. 
Another collateral circumſtance” attendant on the revenue in 
this war, which did not happen in former wars, was that the 
taxes came up to the full amount of the eſtimates, Theſe 
were circumſtances which he felt a ſincere joy in being able 
to pive the Houſe as ſtrong poſitive proofs 'of the true eredit 
and reſources of the country ; it was true the taxes laſt year 
had a temporary increaſe, which would not be a permanent 
one, he meant the duty on the ſtock of wine in hand; when 
peace ſhould be eſtabliſnd, there would be no doubt but that 
they would be permanently productive up to the full amount 
= the eſtimates, and ſufficient to defray all the charges upon 
Ide Chancellor of the Exchequer next examined the pre- 
ſent ſtate of the permanent revenue of this country; he would 
not, he ſaid, conſider the average of the four laſt years of 
peace, as was the cuſtom, he would take it permanently on 
the averages of the three years of the war; from ſuch a view 
of the ſubject it would appear that the revenue of this coun- 
try, exceeded by above 300, oool. a year, the calculation of 
ſixteen millions a year, which was ſuppoſed to be neceſſary 
to meet the peace eſtabliſhment of this country; nor was that 
all: the lottery would produce 300,009. annually, applicable 
alſo to any contingent increaſe on a peace eſtabliſhment, which 
reſource the country would not part with, unleſs they could 

find a proper ſubſtitute, „ CY OAASGWOTH 
Another reſource of 500,000). a, year from the Eaft Inda 
company, was to be reckoned upon which, though not paid 
during the war, would be applicable to the public ſervice in 
peace, the great intereſts created to the company, together 
with the glory and advantage ariſing to this country, and 
which he was happy to conſider as the eſfect of the exertions 
of his honourable friend (Mr. Dundas), who had managed 
them with wiſdom and fucceſs. This revenue of 500, O00. 
might alſo be ſtated as part of the ſolid and permanent revenue 
of this country. It was next neceflary for him to ſtate the 
i@ports and exports in the molt flouriſhing year of peace that 
ever occurred in the hiſtory of this country, he meant inthe 
year 1792, they amounted to'29:509,000l. and in the year 
e third year of the war, they amounted to 277 . 
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. the, neceſũty of making great exertions, to 
kad that the credit of the country was high, and its pecuniary 
reſources were great? | | r 
1 he growing commerce af the country had been fully eſta- 
bliſhed, and flouriſhed, without, even the poſſibility of a rival - 
ſhip. In every other war, a perpetuity of taxes had been the 
conſequence; in the event of the preſent conteſt, however, 
poſterity would be happily relieved from the burdens which 
our anceſtors, with all their wiſdom, have laid upon us. So 
far had we been from adding any thing to the permanent debt 
ot the nation, that we have, on the contrary, added to the 
faking fund a ſum of between 7 and Soo, ol. What he 
propoſed to lay on, did not make the taxes perpertual, but con- 
verted them into an annuity, and that capable of being liqui- 
dated at no very remote period. The ratio of intereſt. had 
alſo been cheaper by one and a half per cent. than during the 
laſt war. How have theſe proſperities happened ? Becauſe 
we have adhered. to the old. finking fund, and added to the 
new ſinking fund an increaling ſum of gradual liquidation, 
which, will ſave to the country a perpetual tax of 4, ooo, cool. 
for the expence of this war, and convert it into an annuity 
that mult be redeemed in 40 or 50 years. If the ſame exer- 
tions had been made on the part of our anceſtors, he would 
leave it to the Houſe, what great and eſſential benefits. would: 
they not have conferred upon their deſcendents. - Was it not 
a ſubject of exultation to us, that we were enabled to go out 
of the war with a ſinking fund, beariug a proportion to that in 
four years of peace, double of what that ſum bore then to the 
debt at that time? gentlemen had talked of the preſent ꝑpreſſure 
by its comparative greatneſs with that of other wars. But 
Was that a fair, was it a candid compariſon? They ſhould 
compare the preſent pteſſure with the proſpetity and the vaſt 
improvement of the country in its extenſive. commerce, its 
agricultute, and, its en What then would be the 
reluit? That though the: preſſure was certainly great, yet it 
was fully provided againſt by the vaſt reſources of the nation, 
which never had a parallel in this or any other country. 
Tue Chancellor of the Exchequer apalogized ſor. taking 
up ſo much of the attention of the Houle, but he could nat 
he ſaidꝭ reſiſt the impulle he felt to ſhew, that nothing ſhould 
diſcoutage us from perievetiug in a war whole end was ſo 
laudable, and which, involved pur deareſt and moſt compli- 
cated intereſts, He did not mean to allude to, a late tranſ- 
action (Mr. Pitt meant the propoſal of Mr. Wickbam to che 
Directory, aud... their. rejection af all tr of trcating) 15 
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he was convinced from the abject manner in which the re- 
ſources of this country had been ſtated by gentlemen, that the 
enemy conſidered themſelves warranted in keeping up their 
haughty tone, in dictating terms to this country, Their 
views were Fe taken from the opinions induſtriouſly 
circulated of our diſtreſſes, and they built their preſumptuous 
bopes on the want of proviſions in this country, and its pecu- 
niary diſtreſs. The ſcarcity of proviſions, however, vaniſhed. 
while. that proud meſſage was on its way, and the pecuniary 
want would inſtantly diſappear, in conſequence of the juſt and 
efectual meaſures which the Houſe was about adopting. 
With reſpect to the want of money under which the enemy 
ſunk, he thought it unneceſſary; to notice it much. He would 
not diſcuſs the downtal of their a/ignats, nor follow them 
through their various and eccentric transformations. He 
would only trouble the Houſe with a ſimple ſtatement: On the 
18th of March, before the negotiation took place, the Direc- 
tory proclaimed to all Europe, that their ſole reſource was in 
their mandats. They publicly admitted, that it their currency 
was at leſs than par, or if they ſuffered any depreciation, the 
republic was completely. ruined, "I hey declared, they could 
be ſaved by the manudats. and by them alone. What was the 
reſult? The ſyitem of terror was once more revived by a meſ- 
ſage from the Directory, that meſſage was followed by the ſuc- 
ceſſive depreciation of the mandats, till they fell at length to 
82, per cent. in value. “ The ultimate ile of the conteſt 
(exclaimed the Chancellor of the Exchequer) muſt be glori- 
ous, if we are not wanting to ourſelves. We ſhall, by the 
dleſñing of Providence, deliver ourſelves from the worſt of 
dangers, and at the ſame time tranſmit to poſterity a moſt 
uſeful leſſon, that a bankrupt, turbulent, and lawleſs nation, 
cannot meaſure itſelf with the ſpontaneous and well-regulated 
conduct of a free and loyal country.“ | 

Mr. Grey ſaid, © If inſtead of coming forward with a 
budget for the third time in the courle of fourteen months, if 
inſtead of coming forward to impoſe new, burdens, and to levy 
fieſh taxes upon the people, the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
had come down, ſtating the ſituation of the country to be 
ſuch as to enable him to alleviate its preſent diſtreſs,. and to 
relieve it from ſome of the exiſting impoſts; if, inſtead of 
making if not an avowed, at leaſt a. real admiſſion, that, 
in the beginning of the ſeſſion, he had d: ceived the Houſe of 
Commons, and the country, by miſ-ſtating the demands of 
the public ſervice, he had been enabled to ſay, that by a dimi- 
nution of the neceſſitics of tue ſtate, an alicviation of the- 
g public 
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public hurdens was become practicablq; if, inſtead of having 
blotted the annals of the country, and tarniſhedd the glory of 
the preſent reign, he had brightened the regal diadem, and 
furniſhed an epoch of Britiſſi hiſtory exempt from misfortune 
and diſtreſs, then the honourable gentleman might, with ſome 
degree of juſtice, have aſſumed the air of trivmph with which 
this evening be has ſo vainly attempted to cover his inabiity 
and miſeonduct. On this day of humiliation to the country, 
and to the Houſe of Commons, I did expect a confeſſion of 
contrition becoming his ſituation. Whatever may have been 
the ſtyle in which his ſtatements have been made, he has been 
compelled, by the vigilance of individuals, to come forwards 
with an explanation, which the Houſe of Commons never 
thought it worth while to demand, to confeſs if not in words, 
at leaſt virtually and in effect, that formerly he had not fairly 
and candidly unfolded the true ſtate of affairs, to avow to that 
Houſe of Commons that had diſmiſſed, without inquiry, every 
propoſition that had been ſtated, every fact that had been maĩin- 
tained upon the ſubject of finance, that it was now neceflary to 
adopt ſomemeaſure to remedy the miſchtefs which the folly of his 
conduct had occaſioned, and to acquieſce in the exiſtenceofevils, 
which, but for the prudent conduct of others, might have 
produced the moſt fatal conſequences. The Bank, by with= 
drawing their diſcounts, had forced him to the declarations 
which he has made this day, and if no other advantage ſhould 
be derived from them, he hopet that they would convince the 
Houſe of their error, in having repofed ſuch implicit” confi- 
dence in his former ſtatements. 1 ſhall not follow him 
through all the declamation with which bis ſpeech was in- 
terſperſed; and I cannot help "regretting, that in a buſineſs 
where a plain account ought” to have been ſubmitted to the 
Houſe, he had fo often recourle' to exertions of eloquence. 

* For the fake of argument T ſhall admit the floufiſhing 
ſtate of our commerce, and the increaſe of our exports and 
imports, for abundant means will not” juſtify an extravagant 
prodigality in the uſe of theſe means. In ſome inſtances his 
argument has been fallacious. It is no uncommon practice, 
to prevent miſtake, for merchants to enter the goods which 
they export oſtener than once; and when it is taken into con- 
ſideration, alſo, that the amount of the exports is conſiderably 
increaſed by the expenditure” of the War of itſelf, his reafoning 
upon this head will not prove ſo concluſive as at firſt fight one 
might be apt to conclude, I ſhall not follow him, however, 
upon this general queſtion, 16 an increaſed commerce affords 
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no excuſe for an increaſed extravagance; nor will it ever ſu 
perſede the neceſſity impoſed by their duty upon the Houſe o 
Commons, of inquiring into the amount, and the fairneſs of 
the burthens to which their conſtituents are * I own 


that on the preſent occaſion I offer myſelf to the attention of 
the Houſe under circumſtances of ſome. diladyantage,. after 
thaftream of language which has now flowed frum the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, and of which, he mult be acknow- 
tedged to have fuch command; I ſhall, however, attempt to 
give a repreſentation of the fare of the country, Which will 
certainly differ materially from * which, if not ſo favour 
able, will perhaps be more corre. 
The honourable gentleman complained that exaggerated 
ſtatements had been given of our financial embarrafiments, and 
that theſe ſtatements had ſuggeſted to the enemy that haughty 
anſwer which they had lately made to certain pagibe overtures 
on the part of this country. Upon this ſubjeQ_I ſhall not 
enter at preſent. I ſhall only ſay that the reſult. was juſt 
what 1 expected. In the firſt place there was much reafon 
to doubt the fincerity of the Britiſh Cabinet, and certainly 
the manner in which the buſineſs was conducted, was not ſuch 
as tended to remove any unfavourable impre ſſion which the 
French might have taken from the former conduct of the 
king's miniſters. Upon the xeply of the directory 1 ſhall ſay 
nothing. If the honourable gentleman, or any of his friends 
ſhall think proper to ſubmit the ſubject to the canfideration of 
the Houfe, I ſhall be prepared to deliver my ſentiments, and 
to point out that line of conduct, which, in my humble ap- 
prehenſion, it would be proper to purſue. To retun to the 
ſubject of finance. If the honourable gentleman means, in 
talking of theſe falſe ſtatements. which haye.mage, much to 
the difadvantage of the country, to allude to agy thing hat | 
have advanced upon a former evening, I will appeal to the 
Houſe, if he has not demonſtrated the neceſſity of, what I pro- 
poſed, and if his conduct this evening has not been à fulfil- 
ment of my prediction. I propoſed. to in{tizute; an inqui ty 
into the ſtate of our finances; he has {hewa that inquiry to 
be more neceſlary than ever. I affirmed the. ptoviſion made 
for the expences of the year, extravagant and enormous as it 
was, to be inadequate. to the demands of the ſetyice. Ae bas 
acknowledged the aſſertion to be true. Are we however 
really in this ſtate, that independent members of patliament, 
who do not Chance to be connected wich bis Majeſty's 
councils, who have not the fortune to live in the funſhine of 
royal bounty, cannot come forward in the Houſe of Common 
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to attack the crimes, or to expoſe the faules of admi | 
without ſubjeQing himſeſf to the imputation of being actuate 
by finiſter motives, and having a view to unwarrantable ends? 
Such à reflection was not ſo much an aſperſion upon the in- 
dividual as arr imputation upon the Houſe. Leaving theſe 
at topics, I proceed to notice the expences incurred ſince 
So oped of the Budget, and the means that have been pro- 
poſed for defraying them. 2 a | 
With regard to the tax upon dogs, which has been ſubſti. 
tuted inftead'of one on cuttons, I have ſittle to remark. If the tax 
can ce 100,000). a year, IT have no objection to its taki 
effect. When I confider the nature of the Bill, however, 
which has been brought in, I am not very fanguine about the 
amount of the produce of the tax. One clauſe, in particular, 
is ludicrous in the extreme; I mean that which exempts 
from puniſhment who may be found killing, or convert- 
ing to his own uſe dogs who have not paid the tax. If, how: 
ever, the tax, in ſpite of ſuch ridiculous proviſions in the Bill, 
ſhall be found productive, I ſhall be glad, thinking, as I'do, 
that it is à fair and proper ſource of revenue. I muſt confes 
that I wag not a little ſtruek with the eſtimates for unpro- 
vided ſervices, which have occurred fince the laſt budget. 
The additional extraordinaries of the army were-eftimated at 
535,008.  The''demands for the Ordnance at 200,000). 
expence of barracks at 267, ooo. The deficiency of the 
Civil Lit, ariſing from ſums applied to ſecret ſervices, at 
100,000k. * the eſtimated | deficiency of taxes at 
177,000 Amounting in all to 1,279,090). When I con- 
ſider the extent of ' theſe new demands, I cannot help refle&- 
ing upon the time of opening the budget laſt year, and the 
circumftances' which have fince taken place. In Febru 
1795 the Chancellor of the Exchequer received a loan of u 
led extent. In September he was obliged to have re- 
courſe to new and unuſual modes of raiſing money. Ih De- 
cember he came forward with 2 Budget, in which he aſſured 
the Houſe and the country that he had made abundant pro- 
vilon” for all the expences of the enſuing year. Since 
that time no unforeſeen neceſſities have ariſen, no new de- 
mands have occurred to juſtify the impoſition of freſh bur- 
dens upon the people. then calculated upon the hoſtile 
diſpoſition of the enemy, and the continuance of the war, 
neither of which are the diſcoveries of yeſterday, and-there- 
fore cannot furniſh any apology for the exorbitant demands 
which he has this day made. He has this day boaſted in the 
committee that he nor fhrink from'a clear explanation of the 
demands of the public ſervice, to their full extent, and claimed 
Vox. IV. 1796. 8 a con- 
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a conſiderable ſhare of credit for his ingenuouſneſs, in coming 
forward and ftating all the proyiſions which the different ex- 
igencies of affairs in the courſe of the enſuing year may re- 
quire. The principle he approved, and the line of conduct 
he allowed to be proper. The principle however Which was 
juſt at this day, was equally juſt in December laſt, and the 
mode of acting which was right in introducing the preſent 
budget, was equally right in opening the laſt, whereas, on 
that occaſion, he neither made any proviſion for. the extra- 
ordinaries of the army, nor for funding the navy debt. | 
« This brings me to the ſubject of unfunded debt, and here 
the right honourable gentleman went into a large diſcuſſion 
upon the evils ariſing from a great quantity of unfunded debt, 
as if he himſelf had not been the cauſe of the evil of which he 
complained. His ſtatement, however, upon this ſubject, dit. 
fers widely from one with which 1 ſhall trouble the com- 
mittee, After propoſing to fund a certain proportion of nayy 
debt, he would leave unfunded only 3,640,000]. - This ſtate- 
ment he gets at by calculating my: year the extent of the 
debt, and providing for a part which he deducts from the oro(s 
amount; but the queftion is, whether or not the — ro 
have anſwered bis expectation? I have a very different ſtate- 
ment to make. In 1794 there was funded about 1,500,000). 
and 1795, 1,600,000l. and on the 31ſt of December, laſt, 
there remained dne for navy ſervice -12,335000l. including 
10, 350, oool. incurred in the. courſe. of the laſt year. So 
that, though the taxes turned out as productive as was ex- 
pected, there would be left unprovided for, inſtead of 1,640,000! 
near 7,000,000!, This event, however, reſts. upon the ſup- 
poſition of the taxes anſwering the miniſter's expectation. 
which 1 muſt confeſs is, in my view, a ſuppoſition rather tov 
ſanguine. Laſt year the tax upon the ſtock. of wine in hand 
amounted to 320,000]. which reduced the net produce of the 
tax, excluſive of the ſtock in hand, to 312, ol. In op- 
pofition to this ſtatement he ſets up, that the taxes have not 
yet exiſted a complete year, and that the returas from which 
the eſtimate was made muſt be ſhort of their teal value. 1 
muſt however remind him, that if ſome oſ the taxes did not 
take place till midſummer, others had commenced in Feb- 
ruary, ſo that, if he had only eight months of ſome he had 
ſourteen months of others. mod 4092 1504 Hog 2 
© | muſt confeſs, that in my opinion, his expectations of 
the produce of the wine tax, are unwarrantably high, He 
thinks that as much wine will be conſumed as before Upon 
the quantity of wine which may be conſumed, een — at 
9 e,, 
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liberty to ſpeculate as he pleaſes; but I think it would be un- 
teaſonable to reckon upon a greater revenue from the tax than 
was derived from it laſt year, including the ſtock on hand; 
the conſequence of which: would be, that a very ſmall part of 
the debt would be provided for. The honourable gentleman 
alſo entered into a ſtatement of the probable addition to the 
navy debt, in the courſe of the enſuing year. I know not on 
what grounds he proceeded in this ſtatement, as they muſt be 
eſſentially different from thoſe on which he was accuſtomed to 
act in former” years. Formerly he uſed to eſtimate the pro- 
bable debt of the enſuing year, from the known amount of 
the debt of the preceding year, and in theſe caſes the fact 
always exceeded the eſtimate. How then comes he to eſti- 
mate the navy debt of the next year at only 4, Oο, ooo. when 
the debt of laſt amounted to 10, ooo, ooo. I admit that the pe- 
culiar circumſtances of laſt year, might tend to {well the navy 
debt to an uncommon amount, but certainly-theſe circum- 
ſtances never can authoriſe ſuch a diſproportion of the eſtimate, 
16 the honourable gentleman had fulfilled his boaſt to the pub- 
lic, and acted with that manlineſs and fairneſs, the credit of 
which be claimed, he ſfiould have provided intereſt for at leaſt 
14, ooo, col. So that even now, after all we had heard. of 
a ſuperabundant proviſion for expences, ſome of which we 
were taught to believe had no exiſtence, there was out · ſtand- 
ing debts to a great amount, which ſtill remained unprovided 
for, and for the exiſting arrears in the eivil liſt; there are no 
means of providing but by applying thoſe grants which have 
been made by parliament for other purpoſes to their diſcharge, 
inſtead; therefore, of the high and loſty tone that he has aſſumed, 
the miniſter had come down praying for a bill of indemnity 
for his errors, extravagance and miſconduct, he would bave 
acted in a manner becoming his ſituation. The army I know 
to be in arrear. The civil liſt is no leſs than five quarters in 
arrear.z every department of the ſtate has ſuffered from the 
miſmanagement of its conductors, and now, when the chag- 
cellor of the exchequer has found himſelf compelled to make 
ne y demands, boaſting as he has done, of having frzely diſ- 
cloſed the utmoſt extent of the ſtate neceſſities; even now. 
lay, in this third budget, in the courſe of fourteen months, he 
has ne glected to make proviſion for acknowledged deficiencies, 
[ therefore call upon this committee to go intꝭ an inquiry, into 
the ate of the finances; and if the honourable gentleman, 
inſtead of fine ſpeeches, will only ſurniſh me with a few, pa- 
pers, I: will pledge myſelf to ſhew that, notwithſtanding the 
enormaus loan of twenty«five-millions which has been voted, 
ke has not provided intereſt = the out-ſtanding debt. 8 
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fore I ſit down, I muſt, advert, to what he urged in alluſion, 1 
F 
reſpecting the probable amount of a pcace iſhment 

— Js now prepared both to te · ſtate and to deſend. 1 
then eſtimated the peace eftabliſhment- at 16, 8a, oool. to 
Which, if you add the intereſt of the capital of the debt con- 
tracted ſince che war, amounting to . one million 


for the intereſt of unſunded debt, ſome allowance for an in- 


creaſed half- pay liſt, and the expence of barracks, together 
with 200, oool. which I ſuppoſe will always be continued as a 
ſum for liquidating the debt, the peace eſtabliſnment cannot 
be eſtimated at 105 than twenty-two. millions. Now, let us 
conſider, for a moment, the means that we have to ſupport 
this eſtabliſhment. The net produce of the taxas, laſt 
amounted to 15,735,876l. which, together with the | .and 
malt, eſtimated at about three millions, will make out a 
ſtanding annual revenue of nineteen millions, fill leaving 
2, 500, OOol. a year to be provided for by annual permanent 
taxes. Perhaps the honourable gentleman, may object ta my 
taking the eſtimate of the produce of the taxes from a year oſ 
war, But the objection is entirely without foundation, be- 
cauſe, inſtead of diminiſhing, the war has rather tended to in- 
creaſe the public revenue. At the cloſe. of the American war, 
the revenue did not iiſe by the operation of peace, but by the 


accumulation of taxes, ſo that there is nothing either in hiſtory 


or our own experience, that can warrant our ſuppoſing that 
the taxes will be more productive on the return of peace, than 
they are at preſent. 1 have ſtated theſe obſervations. to the 
committee, not, as has been inſinuated, to depreciate, the ſtate 
of our finances, or ta give the enemy cauſe of exultation and 
triumph, but to induce the houſe, upon finding this admitted 
error prima facie in the ſtatements and calculations of the 
chancellor of the exchequer, to inſtitute an enquiry into the 
ſubject, that they may ſee the real dangers attendant upon that 
ſituation to which the country is, reduced. I muſt here alſo 
deprecate all compariſon between the ſituation of this country 
and that of France, as ſuch compariſon muſt inſallibly lead to 
error. Such compariſons, have been the means of deluding the 
Lo ho? this country. into a conteſt which-bas been conducted 

ithout ability, and which the preſent miniſters can never 
terminate with honour. I leave it entirely to the judgment of 
the houſe; but if they will go into a committee of enquiry, 1 
pledge myſelf to prove, that even now the demands "of the 


public TUES have been only partially Gated, and that the 


intereſt of public'debt, to a great amount, ill remains unpro- 
tbr ok ö 
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rer benen, of the Evchbqur toſe ts reply, He Big he 
wedld'trouble the houfe, if ir would grant him indulgence, for 
the purpoſe of making a few obſervations on thoſe points urged 
dy the heneurable membet, which de conceived to be of the 
moſt importance. Their cafculations had differed materially; 
inthe firſt inſtance the honourable gentleman aſſerted that che 
debt incurred in 1795 amounted to near ten millions. 
Inſtead of ſutch increaſe, he maintained that the ſum incurred 
for that perfod umounted only to fix millions; by this account 
the honourable £m was in error at leaſt three millions; 
for the inte reſt of which the Chancellorofthe Exchequer inſi 
that proviſion had been made. On the 31ſt December 1791, 
te total navy debt was 2, 300, ocol. at the end of 1795 the 
debt amounted to twelve millions, this certainly made a dif- 
ferenee of neat ten millions, but as it is impoſſible, and abſurd, 
to ſuppoſe that the latter ſum was incurred during the year 
1795, ſo far the blame imputed to him by the honourable 
gentleman muſt vaniſh before the fact. The navy debt for 
1796; he caleulated at four millions; but the honourable 
member, — — inferences from his own ſtatements, 
aſſumed to himſelf the fact that it ought to be double that fam 
that was f propoſition to which he could not agree, though ic 
were not poſſible but there might be ſome variation in the navy 
debt, mofe or leſs, but not however to an amount as great a5 
four millions. It had been aſſerted that the kept bank the exe 
penees becauſe he could not forefee the increaſe * 50,009). 
d x 


which de maintained was the whole 1 the ſum n 
pate g it me peur 1795, however, he muſt remind the 
that many Ara had occurred, not like)y to gece;, 7 
—— feaving out of the queſtion the expences 1 
eurred dy the misfortunes encountered by the Welt 1na.z 
— — . — added to the py es of he laſt yer, 

— eiriary ane t expence oecaſioned by t renai- 
ing and fitting Gut the Eaſt India Hips, which 8 12 a 8 
addition to our naval ſttength, but was an expence that w. 2 
occur again ys In addition to this, rom the ae ] 
of the hatveſt, he had reaſon to hope that the artiele of victu= 
alling for the preſent, would de much leſs than it had been the 
preceding year, The honourable gentleman had laid, that 
the new loan was for new ſervices in the exceſs of expences; 
it was plain however that only twh milſious and a halt of the 
new loan was to be expended on additional fervices. Five: 
millions were to be laid olit in 3 in 
exchequer bills, and the remainder in the conſolidated fund. 
Confequently only two and à Half Was given to W 0 
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He had not counted on the lottery as an article of revenue, 
but he ſubſtituted taxes. The Chancellor of the Exchequer 
proved by calculation that Mr. Grey was miſtaken in his ar 
gument upon the produee of the taxes. The mode of arguing, 
viz. that of comparing one quarter of the year with another, 
was erroneous; the hair powder tax, for inſtance, was col 
lected for the moſt part in the firſt-quarter, . while other taxes 
remained outſtanding til near the cloſe of the yea. 
- He next called the atttention of the Houſe to the ibition 
of the diſtilleries, which occaſioned a falling off, on an ave- 
rage, of one- third of the duties, but this accidental defalcation 
would be retrieved, and the duties on the fair average of four 
years, previous to the laſt year were in a progreflive. ſtate of 
improvement. The honourable gentleman was under an 
error, if he conceived he had ſtated that the 500,000). ariſing 
ſrom the Eaſt. India Company, beſides the 300, oool. ariſing 
from the Lottery, was ample for the increaſe of the peace eſta- 
bliſhments. We could not actually diſcuſs the future peace 
eſtabliſnments, which muſt neceſſarily depend on circum- 
ſtances: there evidently, however, was one million to ſpare 
to meet future expenees, when that happy period took place. 
The honourable gentleman had taken the year 1788 as the 
probable eſtabliſhment, which, he took it, was a bad one to 
aſcertain our future eſtabliſhment, +1 he Houle, if they con- 
ſidered the ſeveral circumſtances; which he had. ſubmitted, 
though from the complextion of them, perhaps not ſufficient- 
ly in detail, would plainly ſee that he had ftated reſources ſuffi- 
cient to meet all future probable, or he might ſay poiſible ex- 
igencies. When it thus appeared that there was one million 
to ſpare. which might go to the peace eſtabliſhment, ſuppoſing 
that happy period to take place in December 1796, and as he 
before ſtated that there was beſide: 500,000). unfunded navy 
debt, and 300, cool. Lottery (which he did not mean to ſtate 
as part of the reſources,) it ſhewed that the honourable gentle- 
man was inaccurate in his ſtatements. Ihe Chancellor of 
the Exchequer then entered into detail, to ſhew that the: hon. 
9 had much miſcalculated the probable peace eſta- 
bliſhment, even upon his on principles; and concluded by 
ſnhewing, that there were reſources ſufficient to anſwer all fu- 
j ture demands which could be foreſeen, | 
Mr. Fox ſaid, he ſhould not on the preſent occaſion trouble 
the committee much at length. He had no wiſh to enter upon 
many of the points which had been touched upon by the right 
| honourable gentleman oppoſite to him, becauſe they had been 
| ſo ably and fully diſcuſſed by his honourable friend: he could 
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not, however, help congratulating. the Houſe on one cixcum<- 
ſtance, which was, that, if they could believe the miniſter, 
they would always be in a proſperous ſtate. They had been 
ſtated to be in a happy condition When there was plenty of 
money in the kingdom; they had been ſtated alſo to be in a 
ptoſperous ſtate When there was a ſcarcity. | Therefore we 
had this conſolatioo, that whether there be a plenty or à ſcar- 
city, we had a miniſter who aſſured us that either the one or 
the other was a proof of our happineſs, a ſtamp of public proſ- 
perity. We Ühad full proof of this from the ſpeech of the mi- 
niſter that night, compared with what he had ſaid on former 
oecaſions. That right honourable gentleman had obſerved, 
that if we looked at the balance of trade now, it was much 
in out fayour, He ſaid alſo, that in conſidering the expence 
of the preſent war, we ſhould conclude it to be more expenſive 
than other wars, merely becauſe more money was expended; we 
ſhould conſidet alſo, that all the articles of lite, the conſump- 
tion of hich muſt take up ſo great a part of the expence of 
war, as well as the price of every thing for which money was 
taken in exchange, was conſiderably higher than at any for- 
mer period. If this reaſoning were correct, as certainly it 
was, it muſt infallibly apply to out imports, and our exports; 


and ſome juſt teſlections might thence. ariſe with regard to our 


exports to happen ſrom what he expected he always entertained 
doubts of the accuracy or juſtneſs of the cancluſions of the hon. 
gent. when he ſtated them to the Houſe. He would aſk, whether 
or not our ſubſidy to the King of Pruſſia, our loan to the Em- 
peror, made any part ot our exports? Did they, or did they 
not, make part of thoſe very exports on account of which we 
plume ourſelves ſo highly? He did not know much on the 
ſubject. He knew nothing to the contrary of theſe makin 
part of our exports. He ſuſpected they dia. 
Wich regard to the general topics which the miniſter had 
brought forward that night, he muſt obſerye that this was not 
the proper time to diſcuſs them. Nor was it the moſt fit to 
diſcuts the merit of what had paſſed between the executive go- 
vernment of this country and that of the French republic. He 
with his honourable friend, and with him ſhould he be ready 
to deliver his opinion upon that ſubjoct, at thęe only time when 
that could be regularly aſked of him, and when his opinion 
could be alone ſerviceable to this country, if at all, via: the 
time when the whole of that ſubject ſhould. come fully and 
fairly before the Houſe. He believed the period as not far 
diſtant when that oppottunity Would occur he was ſorry to 
oblerve, however, that what the miniſter had CL 
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rapidly #ncreaſing, our hopes of a ſpeedy ' concluſion to the 
cauſe of that increaſe were very much diminiſhed; 'this, how- 
ever, was alſo a topic for general diſeuMon. 1: © 0 

With regard to taxes, he was ready to ſay he agreed with 
the minifter as to the principle of the wine tax, that an eddi- 
tion of z round ſum would not be more | burdenſome to the 

blic at large than a fraction would de; he agreed ulfo with 
8 honourable friend upon this ſubject, that it was not likely 
to be ſo productive as the miniſter had eſtimated it. As it 
was, however, 2 matter of conjecture rather than any thing 
elſe, he did not with to ſay much upon that ſubjeR at preſent, 
He thought the miniſter had ftated the difference between him 
and his honourable friend (Mr. Grey) pretty plainly. The di- 
ference between them was not five millions but three millions. 
He nevertheleſs thought that the difference between them upon 
the computation of interett, was more than the miniſter ſtated 
it to be, Conſcious that his authority and the authority of 
others on the ſame fide of the Houle, were likely to be ſeis at- 


_ tended to in that Houſe, than the authority of the miniſter, 


he wiſhed his honourable friends to be cautious as to what they 
advanced upon ſuch ſubjects as related to finance, and he 
would be ſo himſelf. In fat they generally were ſo, they 
founded: their obſervations chiefly on the experience of facts, 
while the miniſter for the moſt part took computations on 

He told the Houſe what was aQally to happen. 
Whereas, he and his honourable friends only preſumed to 
conjeQture what was likely to happen from what knew 
bad happened. Thus his honourable friend had c ured 
what the produce of the taxes would be by knowing what they 
Ing —— he ñ—U— 
applicable to the payment of the preſent loan after providing 
in the uſual way — ſinking fund. The” miniſter Was 

to go into a calculation of the committees * who had 
conſidered and made their report on the finances and expen- 
dityre of this country. His honourable friend had done other · 
wiſe, he had taken experience for his guide upon this'ſubje&. 
He certainly was not wrong in the courſe he took; ſince be- 
fore the calculation of the firtt committee came to be realiſed, 
another committee was formed, who differed from the firſt. 
A third might have differed from the ſecond, had a third been 
appointed, and therefore his hor. friend was right in the 


_ courſe he took. Why did his honourable friend tuke the 


11788 for his ſtandard. Becauſe it was the medium year. 

the miniſter ſaid this was an extraordinary peage” eſta- 
bliſhment. Was it not likely that ſuch an extraordinary 
peace 
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eſtabliſhment, would happen again? - He would ſay 
that his honourable friend took a fair; peace eſtablilhment, 
when he took the ear 1788. It was taken as the ave- 
rage of four years, After ſix years prage.,; He ſhauld be 
glad to know wbat reafon we had to- expect ſuch a long in- 
tetvabof peace. God knew he wiſhed itz but he could hot 
cheriſh any hep es of enjoying it for any very long period of 
time, eſpecially undet the ſyſtem which. our government at 
preſent putſued. The reſote his honourable friend was right 
in taking the year 1788 for his calculations and obſervations. 
Had he taken 1789 or 1790, the caſe would have appeared 
Rl: more unfavourable: on our part. Conſequently, bis ho- 
nourable friend had taken the ſubject as a man of his good 
ſeuſo muſt be expected to take it, upon ſacts dhe found them. 
not upon the opinions of any committee, for the one of them 
had differed rom the other, and tor aught he knew, a third 
might differ; trom; the ſecond commiutee, as much as the. fe» 
cond did from the firſt. His honoutable ſriend had followed 
the modetation which be obſer ved on a former uight, when 
he moved for a committee to inquite into this ſubject.» Mhat 
he had ſtated to-night; was founded on what he ſtated then. 
It was founded upon experience. Was there then a, man in 
the Houſe. who v buld ſay, that the peace eſtabliſhment would 
be as low as the miniſter had ſtated it that day? What did 
his honourable. friend: ſtate the peace eftabliſhment of, this 
country to he on a former night, ſuppoſing no further expence 
to be incurred I wenty-twar millions. He would not ſtate 
it to be (@ at this time; ſor by the vote abaut : to be ptupoſed, 
they wore called upon to add to the public revenue by addi 

to the huhlic burden; and therefore his hondutable friend 
would make an allowance fot what was that night to be 
voted, when he again talked of the deſiciency of tue public 
income as compared with the public expenditure, He might 
poſtibly.þe afked,; whether the meaſure about to be .propgied 
by che, miniſter Was applauded ? He would fay he agreed to 
this- meaſure; of the miniſter, and was only in doubt whether 
he ought not to go further. What had his honduteble friend 
(Mr. Grey done, when he moved for a committee to iuquire 
into theſe points He had ſtated the effect which the mia 
ter's then, ſyſtem had and muſt have on the credit -of/;the 
nation. He galled on the Houſe to perform its duty by in- 
ſtituung. an inquiry into the ſubject, as he then foretold: uhat 
the, miniſter himialf had proved that. night. (Here the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer laid Mp.) - Nes“ faids Rr. Fox, 


© L ay-it.certaialy was ſo, Indeed it, was, nut then anſwę rec 
Vox. IV. 1790s a 2881 . GH, 4. 28 N 75 \T hero 


4 R 


. 


3 — , ral. ot 
: 7 2 


— — 


> SEW ra 
CEE TELE ns = > — , — 


2 A 
9 0 — 2 "FD; 
- at — -S I S — 


DDr TOR 


„ 6 * 


| 


r 2 
1 —— to Dos 


— —«ͤ 
* 


r 
r a 
P pf 9 


— -- 
2 27 


138 WOODFALL'S-PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Comnmons, 


there were many parts of his hon. friend's ſpeech that were 


not anſwered. It was true bis honourable' friend did not call 
for a new loan, becauſe the Houſe were not ready tor that, 
but he told them there was a large debt to be provided -for, 
and that had been verified this night. It was true he was 
told then ſomething like what had been hinted at this day, 
viz. that he was endeavouring to depreciate the finances of 
the country, when in fat he was not doing fo, for it was not 
depreciating the finances of a country to call on a branch of 
the legiſlature to attend to them, He was therefore only call- 
ing on that Houſe to do its duty. The miniſter ſaid the ſtate- 
ment then made by his honourable friend (Mr, Grey) was 
not now the expenditure of this country. This was, what 
he always deſpiſed, a mere quarrelling with words. This 
would not now be the expenditure of the country it was 
true. Why? Becauſe by the vote of this night ſome part of 
that expenditure was to be defrayed, for which purpoſe taxes 
are to be impoſed upon the public. This was a new burden 
on the public. This the Chancellor of the Exchequer faid 
was not a new neceſſity. True it was not a new neceſlity, 
But it was a new diſcovery of the miniſter, or rather it was 
an avowal of what the miniſter knew and ſelt long ago muſt 
come on the public, which he did not with to inform the pub- 
lic of ſooner, If the public were called upon, as certainly they 
were that day, to defray ſix per cent, inſtead of three and an 
balf, was not that calling on them to bear two and an half 
per cent. new burden? The miniſter might indeed ſay, it was 
not new to him, it was only a new diſcovery, a new avowal, 
or new conviction of his. A part that he did not chuſe to 
ſtate before the public or to the Houſe of Commons, He 
was now diſpoſed to ſtate the fact a little more fully than be- 
fore. He would ſay, therefore, that if the Houſe of Com- 
mons had done its duty before, this buſineſs would have been 
manifeſted to the public long ago. If it be true they muſt 
go into the ſubject now, why did they not go into it before: 
Why did they wait until the king's miniſter was convinced 
of the neceſſity of that which he N he now fees, and who 
ſeems to ſee a little later than others upon this fubjeR, for he 
had only ſeemed to ſee this neceſſity now, whereas he had, 
as well as the Houſe, been told of it long ago! 
He had heard, Mr, Fox ſaid, ſome things upon French 
finance that night, which he did not think very rational. He 
had heard a good deal ſaid of the mandats of that country, in 
depreciation of them. He, had heard of the depreciation 
of affignats, that they were at a diſcount of eighty- 
r 2 5 + | | . two 
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two per cent. and now mandats were ſaid to be ſome where 
about the fame condition, or perhaps at eighty- four 
per cent, diſcount. That French finances have long been, 
and now are ſo deplorable, that no other can be com- 
pared to them, he was ready to admit. But he could not 
forget, that year aſter year this country had been perſuaded 
to go from peace, wealth, proſperity, and ſecurity, into war, 
adverſity, and danger, upon account of the ſtate of the French 
aſſignats, as they were ſtated to be from time to time. Theſe 
aſſignats, whatever might have been their ſtate at ſome former 
period, were now annihilated. So may their Mandats, and 
ſomething elſe may ſucceed them of which we can know no- 
thing. He ſhould therefore hold to the Houſe a leſſon of 
caution upon this ſubject; they were no nearer the conqueſt 
of the French than when they were iſſuing theſe aſſignats 
which were at this time annihilated. Being deluded once, 
the Houſe ſhould take care that they were not deluded again— 
at leaſt by the ſame artifice. Let them aſk. what would have 
been the ſituation of this country, if they had not liſtened to 
the depreciation of theſe aſſignats? When Flanders and Hol- 
land were not in poſſeſſion of the French, what would have 
been the difficulty of making peace with the French, com- 
pared with the difficulty which we feel at preſent ? Let us 
not, therefore, be deluded in the ſame way as we had been 
deluded already upon aſſignats. Let us not be dupes to the 
ſame impoſture, and that from the fame impoſtors, and from 
whom we had ſuffered ſo ſeverely already, and that the more 
eſpecially when we find that the miniſter has involved us in 
a ſituation ſo intricate, that he cannot gueſs at the openi 
of a budget, within ſeven millions and a half how much he 
ſhall . have occaſion to call upon us for in the courſe of ore 
ſeſſion of parliament, Theſe were the facts, and ſuch was 
the melancholy experience which we had before us; and they 
were verified by the proceedings of this day, not by argu- 
ment, but by what was much more forcible, a chain of events; 
facts and melanchcly experience, and for which we are now 
ſuffering. He hoped, therefore, this would have ſome effect 
upon the Houſe. They were now however told that, with 
reſpect to the condition of the French mandats, we had the 
opinion of the French directory itſelf, This had, not the ad- 
vantage of being new, or if new, it was only ſo in name; the 
term Directory was new, but the ſubſtance of the argument 
had ſufficiently deluded the Houſe and the public Already, 
under the head of aſſignats. Much vehemęnce of language 
had been employed upon former occaſions, to ſnew to that 
Houſe the deiperate ſituation of the French finances. 
* ad 
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had been told then ſomething like what they had heard to- 
night ;—< Hear what the French fay themſelves; and fre 
whether they are not in their laſt agony.” They had deen 
told, with a diſtinctneſs which was not very common in me- 
taphorical language, „That the French were not on the 
verge, but in the gulph of bankrupty,” God forbid we 
ſhould fight a country under the hope, and no other, chat ſuch 
a country was in the gulph of bankruptcy. Nothing could 
be got from ſuch a conteſt. * By ſuch folly we had added to 
the capital of our enormous debt, from thirty to forty millions 
in the courſe of a little more than a year, It was a dreadful 
burden on the people in any caſe ; what muſt it be in ſuch a 
caſe as this ? | Rn 
The caſe was a remarkable one, and ought to create in the 
Houſe ſome diſtruſt and diffidence in the aſſertions of miniſ- 
ters. "Theſe very people of France who were in the gulph 
of bankruptcy a long time ago, had made it neceflary for the 
miniſter to borrow ſeven millions more in the courfe of one 
ſeſſion, than he ſaid he had occafion for when he brought for- 
ward the public expenditure of the country. He conſidered 
the obſervations on the mandats of the French that night, as 
exactly of the ſame deluſive nature with thoſe that were made 
ſome time ago upon French aſſignats, as evidence of the 
ſpeedy deſtruction of the ſyſtem of the French Republic. Ar. 
argument which had coſt this country ſo much, and by which 
it had been fo fatally deluded, that no man who wiſhed it wel 
could look at it without ſhuddering. 
He was led in his view of the miniſter's ſpeech to an im- 
portant event, and which gave him great 15 It was 
matter of congratulation to every good man in this country. 
He meant the late feduction of the price of corn. It was 
matter of general joy. Let them not, however, think, tha: 
the reduction of the price reſtored the people to all their com- 
forts, ſuch as they enjoyed before this war. The price of 
corn was ſtill moſt dreadfully high. Engliſh wheat, he under- 
ſtood to be that day from four pounds to four-guineas z 
quarter. Though that was a price comparatively low' with 
reference to what it had lately been, it was a tremendous 
price ſtill, and ſuch as afforded us no reaſon to think that the 
poor were not likely to feel great diſtreſs. We ſhould: allo 
conſider the price of other articles of food, particularly of 
meat. When we did fo, we ſhould find that the ſituation of 
the maſs of the working part of the community was deplora- 
ble. In was ſuch in truth, as to put an end to that nobſe in- 
. | depetidence which” once conſtituted the boaſt of the Engliſh 
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labourer, Who was now obliged in a great meaſure to rely on 
the bounty, of thoſe of a higher rank. of ſiſe, for. the ſupport of 
himſelf and his family. Thus it was that the real vigour of 
che Engliſh- nation would be deſtroyed... This was à point 
which called for the ſerious attention of the Houſee. 
With reſpect to the terms of the loan which the miniſter 
had opened to the Houle, he did not chuſe to ay much. The 
right honourable gentleman. was under a difficulty in that 
particular. I'bey had heard him ſay much in praiſe of a ldan 
by open competition. Ibat right honourable gentleman 
either was ignorant of the real ſituation of this country, when 
he made the laſt loan but one, or elſe he did it with his eyes 
open, and only endeavoured to impoſe upon the public, by im- 
poſing upon the Houſe of Commons—becauſe in defiance of 


his own principle he made that loan without competition. So . 


he did the laſt. So, indeed, with all his affected attachment to 


open competition, he had done moſt of his loans of late, as 


not one-fourth of the money he had borrowed this war had 
been borrowed. upon his plan of open competition. Mr. Fox 
entered into ſome calculations on the terms, and maintained, 
that the miniſter did not ſtate to the Houſe the money which 
the public loſt on the diſcount on exchequer bills when this 
loan. was agreed upon; in reality, the whole of that diſcount 
was a loſs to the public, let the holders of ſuch Bills be who 
they might. This he proved, by placing the objects in various 
points of view. 

Another point, which he muſt take notice of, Mr. Fox ſaid, 
was the arrears which government were under to various 
branches of the public ſeryice. He underſtood that even in 
me ſmalleſt penſions government were in arrear. Even the 
miſerable pittance which was allowed to the miſerable*French 
emigrants, who exiſted from day to-day. upon that pittance, 
and whom we kad fo ſcandalouſly deluded, was not punctu- 
ally paid. Hu underſtood that this paltry allowance had been 
lately withheld;;-- He was ſo informed, he did not inſiſt that 
his information was authentic. It was eaſy to refute it if his 
information was erroneous. - Had there not been delay in the 
payment of the army? Delay in the payment of the ſtaff, as 
he had ſtated in that Houſe on a former occefion, aud on 
which he had made ſome remarks which had never been fairly, 
or at all anſwered ? Delay in all the other branches of the 


public; accounts, and in which payment” ought to have taken 
plage Jong ago? Did not parliament paſs 4 Bill for the pay 


and cloathing of the militia; and was there not a day appointed 


in the Bill for that pay and cloathing, on purpoſe that uo ny 


— 
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ſhould take place? And did not miniſters ſet the proviſion of 
the act at defiance, and pay at their leaſure and convenience ? 
Theſe things he hoped would be ihquired into hereafter, ' He 
would aſk whether that Honſe would not have better diſ- 
charged their duty if they had agteed to the motion. of his 
honourable friend for an inquiry into theſe things, inſtead of 
refuſing that inquiry? He ſhould ĩndeed not only have agreed 
to that motion, but ſhould alſo; have returned thanks to his 
right hononourable friend for moving it. But now we found 
that nothing was to be done; until the clamour of individuals 
became ſo great, the miniſter ſound it inconvenient to paſs it 
by in filence. The conduct of the Bank, he underſtood, had 
been very laudable upon the ſubject of our preſent pecuniary 
embarraſſment. He would not ſay much on the inſinuation 


of money being more plenty ſome time ſince than it was at 


preſent. That was a ſubject which was likely ſoon to occur 
again, and upon which it was not neceſſary to urge many 
arguments. On the opt ning of the budget before Chriſtmas, 
he forgot one omiſſion of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
and of which he was reminded by the ſpeech of the right 
honourable gentlemen that night. It reminded him alſo of 
what an honourable friend of his had faid to him upon that 
budget: That they had not heard the uſual flouriſh on the 
courſe of exchange. The right honourable gentleman 
came forward with an account of the courſe of exchange 
being in our favour, that having returned to its natural channel. 
If the ſcarcity of money had been owing to the quantity of 
money going out of this country, that would reduce the courfe 
of exchange, of which the right honourable gentleman had 
boaſted. He wiſhed the right honourable gentleman to make 
out all he promiſed to the public, and therefore he wiſhed him 
not to promiſe too much, becauſe, if he was often faithleſs to 
his promiſe, the public would think that the more ſplendid his 
promiſes were, the more likely it was that he only made them 
to deceive, The right honourable gentleman in the courſe 


of his calculations that night, had conſidered himſelf entitled 


to great credit for taking the three years of war as a ftandard 
©f our income in time of peace. He admitted indeed that it 
vas probable; our commerce would increaſe in time of peare, 
and he hoped it would do lo ſpeedily and abundantiy; he was 
eren ure, however, that it would not do ſo in the courſe 
of the firſt two or three years. Had it done ſo in the war 


which commenced 1a the. year 1750 and ended in 1763 


preciſely che reverſe. Ihe years 1703 and 1704 did not in- 


ercale in commerce on 1261 and. 1502. Nor did che year- 


dean 178; 
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1783 and 1784 inereaſe in commerce on 1781 and 1982, 
Indeed it was perfectly clear, that war itſelf, from various 
teaſons, tended to increaſe of exportation, and to increaſe for 
a while, our manufactories, although it tended ultimately to 
deſtroy both, together with every thing eiſe that was valuable 
in a country. This was evidently the caſe in former wars z 
and therefore the right honourable gentleman's calculation 
upon that ſubjedt was fallacious in the uſe which he attempted 
to make of it. Another obſervation ſuggeſts itfelf, which 
was, that this mode of calculation was erroneous in another 
view: all the cauſes which made war inereaſe our exports, 
applied to this war mate than any other, as the expence of it 
was more; ſimple. Was that alf? No. We had not only 
added thirty millions to our debt in the courſe of the year, but 
the taxes bore-a greater proportion to the value of all the arti- 
cles taxed, than they had ever done before; he did not ſee, 
thecefore,- ardently as he wiſhed for peace, for the ſake of the 
wealch of the Country, and even for the ſtability of its Conſti- 
tution and the happineſs of the People, that thats pe would 


inſtantly increafe the revenue, although uitimat#lfhe knew it 


would. This was therefore a ſerious buſineſs, fince cruelly as 
the people of this Country: were taxed, they muſt be taxed ſtill 
more cruelly if the Government was to be ſupported. * Having 
pointed out what he conſidered as deluſions, which were held 
out year-after year, by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, Mr. 
Fox concluded with obſerving that the public had a right to 


know, what it was they were contending for, and what the real 


expence of that contention was, inftead of both being, as hi- 
rherto they had been, enveloped in darkneſs. ' 

The Ghanceilor of the Exehequer faid, he was ſorry to be 
obliged to trouble the committee ſo often, and ſtill to repeat 
what he had ſaid before. Gentlemen ſeemed to dwell much 
upon the idea that they were voting ſeven millions and a half 
for new ſervices,' wich really was not the cafe. as he explain- 
ed in his former ſpeech, and muſt contradict as often as it was 
ſtated, . With regard to the Bank being ſo much in advance 
upon the Navy debt and the Exchequer Bills, gentlemen ought 
to recollect that there was nothing ſo new in it; and he would 
refer to the year 3783, when the right honourable gentleman 
was in ollice, the amount chen was upwards of eleven mulli- 
ons, The Chancellor of the Exchequer again frankly con- 


fetied that the expences of the war had not a little contribute 


to the preſent ſcatcity of money, but he faid, it did not ſolely 
ariſe from the expences, but from many other collateral cir- 
cumſtauces, and he thought it unfair that without taking into 

<4 con - 


f 
f 


"> xp » 1 = an " PRE 4 2 W "REL > 3 : . 
4 - _ > = 2 "Sr, * ae — 3 ; . 
a, 5 * g b > 
>” 7 Sed tremor e, $4. 4" tt} ei — 
8 5 , — — * 


"I 2 
„ 


2 
* * 


———— — — 
— 4 W 


8 65 1 28 > £6 
— B : 88 : 
Po * P \ 2h - * 


" 
ay Wo ——— 


1 , 4 1 
Gs Sap 4 
» 


—— — 
52x 


8 "OY 


4 
. * 4 . d 

Ate es 4. wa, © 
« — 


_ 


» 


** , 4 _ 

Sox 4 3 P . | 4 8 4 . = 

+ 2 vi» — 4 5 — — 
ne * 


aa Aa wt” * rants nk 2 * 
= «© 


4 


— — over ne — 
1 — 


— 


conſideration the other cauſes to which. it might be; aſcribec 
ns whole attention was ſingly Ae to the gloomy ſide 

of the queſtion. Neither was it remembered that the Auſtrian 
ln was not paid in money, but in Bills of Exchange „an- 
Eumftance which, with reſpett to the influx agd efux of {pe 
eie, dai be jufily raken Aug ecmegg Jt wipe, all; proper 
to obſerve, that in eſtimating the condition of. the revenve 
1 Cuſtom- Houſe, in general, «gave 1atber 20, inſexior 


perfect account, than a-ſwelled and. exaggerated ſlatement. 
[or was the preſent ſtate of trade more fairly ſtated; if articles 
ff Eonfurription were now dester, it mould not. be forgotten 
a articles of export were deacer allo. He agreed, wich the 
right honourable gentleman that the revenue couſd: not be 
pected to 15788 very materially immegiately on Wy efo- 
ion cf peace, although there could be, n doubt of a very 
great increaſe being the eventual 2 naura- 
e and permanent —1 _ ſuch cou ne gh 
ever, ip following the right hon. gentleman, in. that. part. © 
his ar; eue could E help . 7 97 his opinions 
were de AWery conſiderably. When the war commenced, 
the rizht honourable gentleman told the houſe that inevitable 
deſtruction, and total ruin muſt fall upon our trade, comme ice 
and manufactures, if war was carried on; and now it appear- 
ed that if w# kad peace to-morrow our revenue would not be 
increaſed. As the right honourable gentleman ſeemed to think | 
that war was the parent of commerce and induſtry, ſo the ho- 
rourable gentleman held different opinions at different times, 
juſt as it beſt ſuited their arguments forthe day. For his part if a 


lafe, honourable, and permanent peace was reſtored to the 
country, he ſhould look with fanguine hopes to a great in- t 
creaſe of the revenue. An honourable gentleman oppolite had f 
ſtated the peace eſtabliſnment at twenty-two millions; he f 
ſtated that it could not, from any probable. conjecture that he * 
could czleulate, exceed twenty-one. He could hardly admit * 
the argument teſpecting the annihilation of aſſignais and the of 
iſſuing of mandats in France being carried fo far as the ho- 

nourable gentleman had urged it. This laſt meafure appeared J 
their only one reſource left, and theſe mandats, mult be taken bu 
at par. This iſſue took place in March, and in April they kn 


hid fallen to one-twelfth of the value; he would then atk 
gentlemen if a greater contraſt than this between the reſources 
of this country, and that could be-cxhibited? He had never 
affufcTany member of that houfe of wiſhing by his arguments 
to depreciate the reſources of this country in the eyes-of the 
erjemy; thobght tete weie ſoine points at iſſue, on 1 5 ot 


jance, 
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finance, between them, He aſcribed to no honourable gentle» 
man improper motives, and he was happy to think that the 
ſolidity and extent of the reſourees of this country were ſo 
eſtabliſhed in the opinions and knowledge of all Europe, as to 
leave it undiſputed. He could fay ſo much for the opinions 
circulated without doors. There certainly were theſe who 
anxiouſly and induſtriouſly circulated miſrepreſentations of our 
reſources, and pointedly and ems meant to depreciate the 
credit of the country and the conduct of government. This 
could not be denied, when they knew that in more than one 
the public pers, for a length of time, miſtatements a 
miſrepreſentations of our finances and reſources, as well as ex - 
r of the difficulties we had ts contend. with, were 
daily beld forth in the broadeſt point of view, and certainly 
for no other than miſchief, He never could fu 
that any member of parliament had the leaſt correſpondence or 
connexion with fuch conduct, but ſuch it had been, and it be- 
came therefore his duty, by a fair and full detail of fats, to 
counteradt the baneful effects of thoſe licentious uy 
tions. With regard to the papers which gentlemet wiſhed to- 
move for, he would wait to hear what they had to fay when 
thoſe papers. were produced; but by fo ſaying he t t himſelf 
no ways bound to $2 into an enquiry, might call, for 
he would promiſe diſcuſſion. As to the arrears, they could 
not be ſtated as a charge againſt the public, the votes already 
paſſed would ſufficiently cover all demands under that head. 
Mr. Fox ſaid, he roſe to correct the right honourable gen- 
tleman in one remark, which he had given as his, although he 
never had uſed the words, or could poſlibly entertain the ſen- 
timent, He had never ſaid that war was the parent of com- 
merce. What he did ſay was, that when the. expenditure of 
fifty millions took 2 in conſequence of the exiſtence of” 
war, a great part of the money iſſued muſt revert, by different 
modes, back to the exchequer, and thereby in one ſhape in- 
creaſe the revenue, though it was an increaſe of no real advan- 
tage to the nation. In this point of view, therefore, a peace 
mult reduce the revenuce; and this was not merely theory, 
but founded on facts and experience, ſupported by what was 
known to be the ſtate of the revenue at the concluſion of tha 
two laſt wars. He ſaid, with regard to exports, it was na- 
tural to ſuppoſe that in war time the merchants over-rated 
8 an the cuſtom-houſe knowing that, Rated them a4 
els value. " 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer had forgotten one | * 
i e 
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| which he wiſhed to ſtate—it had been obſerved that to the 
vonn on the loan ought to be added the diſcount on the ex- 
chequer bills, which were to be taken in part of paymeut. 
He muſt ſay that this was a very ſinall part indeed, and was 
not in the hands of the contractors; 5 oo, oool. of them were 
now in the hands of the bankz and it was not to be ſuppoſed, 
after! the terms of the loan were known, that they would diſ- 
LL {TEE TDIPPPOR BIRT SL IRnY 
Mr. Alderman Newnham faidg he did not riſe to oppoſe any 
— the right honourable gentleman's ſpecch, which he 
ght did great credit to himſe'f and to the nation: what 

he meant was, to make ſome obſervations upon the loan, 
though not upon the terms of it. It was to all intents and 
purpoſes, and contrary to the approved ſyſtem, a fhut- up 
and cloſe loan; and competition, to his knowledge, had been 
offered by fifteen or ſi teen reſpectabſe houſss in the city, and 
they had received no anſwer nor any reaſon why their offers 
were not attended to. Meſſrs. Boyd and Benfield ſeemed to 
have à ſort of claim from the terms of the former loan; bur, 
vhile they inſiſted on this claim for themſelves; they denied it 
to others who had been ſubſcribers to the former loan; thus 
refuſing, to perſons equally entitled, what they claimed to 
themſeſves. He again ſaid, chat it was not the terms he found 
fault wich, but the monopoly that was eſtabliſhed contrary to 
the ſyſtem of fair and open competition, and produt ing incon- 
venieneſes (o many. He wiſhed to know how long this was 
to laſt, and why this excluſive right to all government loans 

was inveſted in the preſent contractor 

- The Chancellor of the Exchequer regretted that the manner 


in which the loan was made had given any offence, and {tated 

the nature of 'the agreement which had been entered into with 

Meſirs. Boyd, Benfield and Co. in December Taft, by which he 
was tied up from making any additionaFloar till all the pay- J 
ments were completed on that loan,” and that more money 

being found neceſſary before that time expited than it was then . 
expected would be wanted, he had no alternative but to clo : 
with the preſent contractors, whilt at the fame time he hoped : 


that the monied men in the city would become indire&ly 
ſharers in it. The preſent Joan, as to the terms of it, was * 
one of the few with regard to which he was the leſs ſorry at * 
having departed from the ſyſtem of competition, inaſmuch as 


there was no other ſet of men who had leſs inducement, from 75 
the ſerip which they held, to raiſe the terms of this loan than 1 


the preſent contractors; and, whilſt he, avowed the purity of 110 
een £ _ F * a i Us 


Ar. ] WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY ,REPORTS. -,247 


his motiyes, the Chancellor, of the Exchequer.exprefied his 
perſuaſion, that the terms of the loan would be taund fayour- 
able, under the exifting circumſtances, of the country 
Mr. Grty approved. of what had fallen from 1 0 y 
aldetwan; and, to uſe a faſhionable phraſe, he ſhould like to 
know when the Lean Leviathan was to be ſatished, or how 
long he was to have loans on his own terms? Miniſters 
ſeemed anxious to accumulate all their pecuniary: favours. 
He had alſo reaſon to ſulpeR, that before the expiration; of the 
term now mentioned, another loan would become neceſſary, 
and thai the miniffer would be again compelled to apply Tic 
friends Mellts. Boyd and Co. He ggpeated the difference he- 
tween the right honourable gentleman, and him, on the 
amount of the peace eſtabliſhment, the navy debt, and: the 
miſapplication of money, contending, that his ratements 
were eſtablitied, by facts, and the tight honqurable: gentle 
man's only reſted on ſpeculation. He inſiſted, that, when 
money was voted by parliament for any ſpecified purpoſe, it 
was a grols violation. of law to appropriate it to any other, at 
2 charge againſt any perſun, be he hom he may, that ought 
to be made the ſubject of an impeachmen. There were one 
or two points on which he exepected to have received, a 
the committee had a right to have ſome. ſatisfactory anſwers. 
No notice had that night been taken of what had paſſed on a 
ſormer occaſion teſpecting the difference in the acedunts re- 
ſpecting barracks? He wiſhed likewiſe to know poſitixely 
whether there was to be a loan of three millions to the, eme 
peror, becauſe in the vent, he would move for a call of aþ 
houſe; and laſtly, if three millions of navy debt was tos 
funded, was the the laſt vote of credit for three millions of 
exchequet bills to be recalled or not? * ne 
Mr, Steele ſaid, that in conſequence of what had paſſed on a 
ſormer night, he applied to the Barack Maſter, General, who 
had given this explanation; that about 24.3,000l,. had been 
expended for barracks in Great Britain, 64,0001, for the 
iſl.nds of Jerſey and Guernſey, and the few thouſand pounds 
renidining for various articles that could not properly be 
claſſed under any of the deſcriptions in the account. 
Mr. Grey complained of inaccuracy in the account, zad 
Mr. Steele explained. Ml na 2s ok delle. 
Mr. Sheridan begged the attention of the committee hut for 
only a few minutes, declaring that he would not enter at Jarge 
no the various topics that had been brought under conſideration, 
He would firſt obferve; that ths complaint of monied men, at 
not being permitted to contribute 5 Hare to relieve the 
U 2 neceſſiues 
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neceſſities of the ſtate, was a ſufficient proof of the flouriſhing 


condition of our reſources, and left no neceſſity for eloquence 


to declaim on the contraſt between our ſituation, and that of 


the enemy. They were obliged to have recourſe to violence 


to extort a forced loan, while monied gentlemen among us, 


with the generous impulſe 6f patriotic magnanimity, were 


rivalling the Roman Curtius, and vying with each other who 
ſmould firſt plunge into the unfathomable gulph of the Sinking 


Fund. Mr. Sheridan reminded the committee of the rea- 


ſonings he had on former occaſions urged on the ſubject of 
finance; the honourable gentleman however had always the 
victory of numbers with him, though he might refer him and 
the committee to theſe recorded opinions to which he is row 
at length obliged to come over. All declaration ſhould be 
laid aſide on the ſubjeA ; becauſe on a peace, not merely a 
ſurplus million, not only two millions and à half, but for 
more than three millions of new taxes will be neceſſary; and 
inſtead of the uſual peace eftabliſhment of ſeventeen millions, 
he could prove, did not the lateneſs of the -hour prevent him, 
that our future peace eſtabliſiment would amount to no leſs 


à ſum than twenty- three milligns. © © 


General Smith contended, that the Eaſt India Company 
would not be able to pay its part of '5$00,0001. He then ad- 
verted to the ex fate of our poſſeſſions in that country, 
and hinted, that a ſpirit of diſcontent and diſobedience had 
been generated in the army there by our late regulations, and 
the report that had gone abroad of our intending to fend 
out an army to enſoree their acquieſtene. | 
Mr. Secretary Dundas ſaid, that when Faſt India finances 
came under diſcuſſion, the honourable” general would have a 
fair opportunity of ſtating the jnability under which” he ſup- 

ſed the Eaſt India Company to labour. As to the other In- 
— thrown out by him reſpecting the difpofition of the 
army in that country, they were wholly ungrounded, and he 
could not but conſider them as a libel on thoſe officers whoſe 
ſervices the honourable general had ſo often ſpoken of in 
terms of the higheſt approbation, oo: oe 
General Smith explained, and vindicated himſelf from the 
imputation of libetling the Eaſt India officers and army,; 
whoſe honour and intereſts, on the contrary, he (aid he ſhould 
ever be proud to protect, 

The reſolutions were then, put and agreed to without a 
diviſion, and the report ordered to be received to-morow. 


Adjourned. ö e 
NAA HOUSE 
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. Several Bills were received from the Commons. 
The order of the day being read for the Houſe to go into 
a committee on the Legacy Tax Bill. 
T he Earle Lauderdale (aid, that having already oppoſed 
the principle of the Bill, it would not be thought that he 
meant to go into any examination of the clauſes. To thoſe 
noble lords who wiſhed that the Bill ſhould paſs, he had only 
to lay, that he could ſee much to amend in it; whenever ie 
came to the third reading he would again trouble their lord - 
ſhips with his objec jons to the Bill. The Bill then went 
through the committee, and was ordered to be read a third 
time on Thurſday the nineteenth inſtant, and the lords ot- 
dered to be ſummoned: | aner Sign 
The Marguit Landſdnune ſaid, that more than a montk 
ago he had. moved for papers which had not yet been pro- 
duced, although no objection had been ſtated in that Houſes 
He knew many of the gentlemen high in the offices from 
which they ought to come, and knew them to be men of great 
reſpectability and fit for their ſituations, particularly Mr. 
Irwin the. Inſpector General of the Cuſtoms, a more able or 
a more intelligent and induſtrious officer did not exiſt j he 
could not ſuppoſe the blame of delay to lie with that gentle- 
man or other officers, and therefore he was at a loſs to aceount 
for the delay; he had no inclination to blame miniſters, be- 
cauſe, in the preſent. ſtate of alatm that the country felt on 
the ſubject of finance, he was ſure they wiſhed to give every 
information in their power. He only ſaid thus much, be- 
cauſe it was now late in the ſeſſion, and full houſes could not 
de expected. 5 | ' er n O £1 2 5 1 9 
Lord Grenuille (aid, that as the papers in queſtion did not 
come from any office in his department, he could not account 
for the delay, but he ſhould certainly make inquiry, and do 
what he could to accelerate the production of thoſe ppers. 
The Earl of Lauderdale moved for an account of al Bills 
drawn upon the '['reafury. in, the month of December laſt, by 
whom drawn and accepted, and when payable. Wrdered,; 1 


Adjourned. . art n dow 
Jun 03 Hire 20 195% 
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The Miller's Bill was read a third time and paſſed. 
1200 BARRACKS 
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lr. Grey roſe, to aſk ſome explanation from the pay- maſter 
of the forces (Mr. Stecle), reſpecting the expences of tem- 
porary barracks. He foundiit ſtated that 314, Ool. hed been 
applied entirely to this expenditute ia Greet Britain, Guern- 
ey, and Jerſey. And, yet he HM afort of diſtinction draum 


in the accounts between barraaks and temporary barrae!:s, 


He found the eſtimates of Guernſey apd:Jerſey pyta4 64,000. 
aud agreeable to the ſort of diſtinction alluded to, ou about 

0021. had been ſtated ns the expences of temparary bdcracks, 

u the ſame way in England gut of 250, oool. expenJed, he 
only ound 95500ʃ, put, undet the head of temporary barracks. 
'T he exceſs mult therefore have gone in ſupport of permanent 
barracks. He fetd, be, could not reft ſatisfied with the official 
returns made io the: Houſe-+- 48,000]. had been tubmitted on 
February laſt as the extra expences from June 1792 to De- 
cember 1796; and afterwatds an account was braught for- 


ward, amount ing to 24 3.0 hl. as the actual exttHa e ονNees of 


$735: Nene N 93 1 uns * 
Mr. Steele replied, that out of 314,000). given in eſtimates, 
240, ol. had beeu expended in ten potaty burracks in Eng- 
a to; ether with 4000l. % contingent expences. In 
Guernſey aud Jcrſey, for the ſame article, 644000!. amount. 
ing ia tbe Whale to the ſum ellimated. I heſe accounts were 
furnuhed:,in conſequence of his orders to the hatrack maſter, 
and be could not otherwate account for their accuracy, though 
he was free to, confeſs his on belief, that they; were fair and 
accurate. With fegard to the diſtincuun drawn: by the bon. 
entleman, he prelumed it merely incant buildings which 
2 ul had been crected, aod, on the emergent u, finiſhed and 
pled for temporary reſidences! far che ſoldiers. o this firib 
fort, the term barracks had been applied, and that of tem- 
pexary barracks was, be belleved, uled far other buildings 
already made, and fomewhat tepaited ſot the receptions of 
ſolojers. Ie, was not, however, entirely prepared,” from his 
own knowledge, to ſpeak with preciſion on the ſubject 2 as to 
ide iſſues mage by him, in his official capacity, he begged the 
honourable gentleman to obſctve, that he could not (refuſe to 
illue the money puriuapt to the order af the Jreaſury, or the 
decretaty at War. With reſpect to ſome other. expences, he 
was not prepared to give any ſatisfaction; and he might, con- 
fittently with his place, decline giving any anſwer to ſuch 
queſtions, if he did not feel hlmſelf called on in reſpect to the 
character of miniſters. | | 

ty {43125 063 Mr 
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Mr. Se that it was his duty, 25 a member of 
that Houſe, to aſk for every oficial GriaGR, He would 
not, Rgwever, then Ectaih the Houſe, as he ſhould have oeca- 
Gon anstfher day to go at large into the buſineſs, s 
; Me. Steele faid; that being imqiediately called op, he was 
not prepated to {peak with "any preciſion, on the buſineſs, 
Were he in ade ed dt the neceffary information, he Was 
always ready to give every fatisfationin his power, 
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"Mr, Hobart brought up, the report of the committee cf 
Ways aud Means, when, upon the firſt - reſolution. being 
: My. TP. Smith tated, that he intended to have made ſome 
obſervations upon the terms of the loan the preceding night, 
but, on account of the great length of time occupied by other 
centlemen, he was prevented. It was in the recdllection of 
every, gentleman, he preſumed, that, after the laſt Joan was 
contracted, for, he moved a reſolution of different igpart. ta 
that adopted by the Houſe, As his honourable friend (Mr. 
Grey) had the preceding night termed it, the Houſe werg 
dragged through the mire ta vote for that reſolution. In hat- 
ever point of view the terms of former loans were conſidered; 
whether ſeparately or compiratively with this, they would 
pear diſadvantagrous to the public. It was, difficult ta 
reconcile” them, as there was at to the difference of "three 
ter cent. hetween them, which conſtituted? a bonus: to tha 
contractars on the former.” "Though the coincidence of cdl: 
lateral circumſtances did not always ainount to mathemati 
demonſtration, it amounted to preſumptive prootz, and thenc 
he a:gued that the bargain Tor the old loan, tor ſo it was to by 
ditinguiſhed, although ſo recently contracted for, Was half a, 
million unfavourable to the public, inalmpch as three per cents 
more was given to the chntractors than another gentleman 
would haye taken it at, and the #25 upon it Was exact]; 
three per cent. mote than the Longs upon this It was Has 
fary.to inquire under what, ci cm ances both the loans were 
bargaihed for, hat tie profit Mud be ſo much more at on. 
time than another. "Wien the Perus was given upon the 41 
loan, it was to be remarked that thirty gef cent. was paid upon, 
It, that it was ligne and tree from all burdens, 3 circum. 
[lance ujittormly tends to deprets the premium. Fihe parties 
therefote who purchaſe a lon; giye leſs for one in, April than 
they did in the preceding N it was neceſlary to ac- 
count fur ity, Lu the teſolution, there was this cxpreſhon, with! 
: - a View 
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2 view to the magnitude of the ſum borrowed. What was the 
magnitude? A premiuni of ſeven per cent. came out in the 
market upon it, without any riſe in the funds, and with reſ- 
pect to the magnitude of the ſum borrowed, it could only affect 
the terms of the loan. The queſtion then was, how fir fuck 
a ſum could lower the funds more than this? The magnitude 
of the lum wanted, within one, two, or three million, was 
known before it was bargained for, and every effort was made 
uſe by the contraftors to depreciate the ſtocks previous to the 
bargain, Long beſore the bargain was concluded it was 
known that there was a loan of 16 millions to be made. 
”I'was true, the right honourable gentleman had given the 
market a temporary riſe, by bringing down the King's meſſage 
immediately after the loan was contracted for ; but this favour- 
able hope was of ſhort duration; and at the time the new loan 
was made, the hope, which had been ſomewhat afloat ever ſince, 
was entirely deſtroyed by the anſwer of the Directory reſpect- 
ace, 

It could rot be upon that ground then, that the Bznus was 
given. What were the grounds then? Was there any difficulty in 
raiſing the money? No, ſo far from it that three parties were 
known to have olered for it, if competition had been allowed. 
Was it on account of the ftate of the monied market at home? 
This was proved not to be the caſe, not only by the anſwer to 
the laſt propoſition, but by the advantage being on the other 
fide, in favour of the new Joan, when a great ſcarcity of mo- 
ney is acknowledged. Did it ariſe then from the proſpects of 
finance? No! the proſpects were in favour of the public, 
bnce at that time ſanguine expectations were entertained of 
peace, which now, comparatively ſpeaking, were entirely and 
completely demoliſhed. If theſe were the circumſtances of the 
caſe, and he preſumed no perſon would contend that they were 
Hot, every argument he uſed before, that a better bargain upon 
the old loan might have been made, was juſt and confirmed, 
He might appeal to every gentleman, or rather he would un- 
der take to aſſure every gentleman, ſince few of them he appre- 
hended were converiantin buſineſs of this nature, that if miniſ- 
ters had gone to open competition upon the old loan, they 
might have had it taken off their hands, by the very fame con- 
tractors on the identical terms that they had taken this. If the 


two loans had been bargained for in two — and 


dad no connexion with each other, the difference of premium 
might be allowed, but this laſt loan of ſeven millions and a 
half was the ſupplement to that of eighteen millions, and the 


payments were to be contemporaneous payments, or rather 


the payments upon the laſt loan were to be made in a ſhorter 
a. &.- 0 
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than the paym̃ents on the former. By this means, therefore, 
however the arguments of the difficulty of obtaining a loan of 
ſuch magnitude might apply in the other cafe, they would not 
apply in the preſent, for the difficulties of paying the inſtal- 
mention the old loan were increaſed by the additional inſtal- 
ments on the new, and vice ver.. He did not mean to move 
any reſolution toꝶreſeind the reſolution propoſed by an ho- 
nourable and learned gentleman (Mr. Douglas) not then pre- 
ſent," but he conceived ſome better reaſon ought to be given 
by the Houſe for having come to ſuch a reſolution. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, whether the honours 
able gentleman intended to bring forward a motion to reſcind 
that reſolution or not/it was in his own breaſt to determine; but 
if he were inelined to do it, he could not do ſo until the preſent 
motion was difpoſed of - What he had faid, however, was no 
argument againſt the preſent queſtion, but, on the contrary it 
appeared that the preſent queſtion was ſo good, that the other, 
comparatively viewed, was not ſo good as it ought to have 
been. He was extremely happy to find that the merit of the 
preſent loan received the approbation of ſo nice a critic; and 
therefore ſinee they were urianimous, he concluded the beft 
way would be to put their unanimity int action, and rſs 
the reſolution · In reſpect to the term of the former loan He 
was guided in his judgment by x general view of che oſreum- 
{tances exiſting at the time. Whether he drew his cor 
clutions from right premiſes or not, the Houſe had ice Hd 
an opportunity to decide; if he had not, he reminded 
honourable gentleman that alh human efforts are liable 
error. He had done for the deſt. When he bargained th 
large an zmonnt, he was aware of the referve of ®unfurtdey 
debt, and had ſome idea of an Imperia loan, whence he br. 
pected the production of the ſoan would vreate a fall' in e 
ſtocks from one and u half to two per rent; which cortai 
would have been the caie, - if his Majeſty's meſſage had 
arrived at the time it did, and of which he had then nο] 
henſion. This was the reaſon why he yielded ti give the 
coatractors a. higher: boxzs, upon the loan of Decembery "art 
this made the difference between thut ſoau of eighteen wilt 
and the pretent one of wen and u half. M he had K DN 
bo forehand that the ſtoeks had ſhewn a tendency to riſo e 
ſhould certainly have made the premium leis. He acteu 
ſolely on his judgudent or the beſtʒ und whether hernjuggeh 
rightl yy he ſubmitted to the candout af the Houſe, us he 
roſe to- ſtate the grounds om Which chi- qudgment 
ſotmed- un, ern . refinery ng 
r wa ec Dd zo ooru;-; Mr. 
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Mr. Francis faid the tranſaction of the laſt loan had been 
ſufficiently diſcuſſed, and he was ſure that by this time it was 
pretty well underſtood, at Jeaſt by the public. He ſhould 
therefore only offer a ſingle obſervation on ſomething that had 
juſt fallen from the Chancellor of the Exchequer. The right 
honourable gentleman had aſſerted that, from a variety of cir- 
eumſtances then exiſting,” he did expect that there would be a 
conſiderable fall of the ſtocks from one to two per cent. upon 
the production of the laſt loan in December; and that, for that 
reaſon, he had yielded to give the contractors a higher Benn 
on that loan. Mr. Francis obſerved, that ſuppoſing the right 
honourable gentleman to have felt that apprehenſion, and not 
to have had the mefiage at that time at all in his comtempla- 


tion, he had certainly taken à very effectual courſe to prevent 


its effect, viz by the meſſage. He then ſtated a fact, on 


which he wiſhed for information and explanation; two acts of 


parliament have been paſſed in this ſeſſion, to enable govern - 
ment to iſſue 3,500;ccol. exchequer bills, to replace the 
{ame amount held by the Bank. It is now found neceſlary to 
relieve the Bank frum this load, and money is raiſed by the 
preſent loan to pay off the 3, 500,000]. exehequer bills, which 
the Bank hold. Ibis then makes the iſſue of that ſum in 
exchequer bills, atcording to the former two acts of par- 
liament unneceflary for that purpoſe. The acts however 
remain in force, and having been paſſed this ſeſſion, cannot 
be repealed, Ie miniſter then may ſtill iſſue this ſum in 
exchequer bills, if his neceſſities ſhould increaſe, for ſervices 
which were not in our contemplation, and over which we can 
have no previous control; at leaſt he had the power; and ad- 
mitting that in fact he had no intention to uſe it, ſtill there 
ought to be a parliamentary reſtraint over the poſſible exer- 
ciſe of fuch a poWwert..t. 44 

Mr. Francis then mentioned a fact which he ſaid he had 
learned ſince he came into the Houſe, and on which the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, or ſome of the gentlemen near him, 
might be better informed The right honourable gentleman 
had the preceding night ſtated it, among the advantages 0: 
the preſent-loan, that by funding or providing for three mil- 
lions and a half of exchequer bills, the market would be 
greatly relieved, and the eredit of that!fort of paper raiſed in 
proportion; he was nevertheleſs affured-from-unqueſtionable 
authority; that exchequer bills iſtued or offered for ſale that 
every day, were bought at the enormous diſcount of five per 


cent, notwithſtanding the operation to which he had before = 
| lu 


* 
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luded, and from which ſo great an advantage had been 
romiſed and expected. Was this a fact, or was it not? 

The Chancellor of , the Exchequer ſaid! in. reply,” that there 
would be a difficulty in point of form'to-repeal the acts of the 
legiſlature paſſed in the preſent ſeſſion; if any jealouſy how- 
ever, which he admitted to be perſecily conſtitutional and 
juſt, were entertained. that the execuuve government would 

zbuſe the power unintentionally given by tacle bills, he con- 
ceived the propereſt way would be to ſelect ſome mode by 
which the evil might be guarded againſt; and the mod that 
appeared to him to be moſt parliamentary, was. either hy an 
addreſs to his majeſty, by inſerting a clauſe in the preſent an 
bill, or by moving 4 reſolution to a ſimilar effect. As to the 
other citcumſtance, he ſuſpected the honourable gentleman 
was not accurate in his expreſſion, or at leaſt not accurate in 
his inſotmation; he knew of no exchequer bills that had been 
iſſued that day, and he would venture to. fay none had been 
iſſued. If any exchequer bills had been brought that day into 
the market, and ducounted at the rate the right honourable 
ee had ſtated, they muſt have been bills previouſly iſſued. 
n regard to the operation which he had veritured to predict 
from the relief of the maiket by providing for three million 
aud a half of exchequer bills, he had to obferve that the 
reſolution to that effect did not become an act of the Houſe, 
till it was reported; after which he indulged himſelf in the 
hope that his prediction would be fulfilled. 

Mr. Francis faid a few words in explanation. 

Mr. Grey thought it wrong to let the acts for enabling go- 
verument to iſſue exchequer bills and replace the ſame after 
the relief afforded to the Bank, remain in force without ſome 
proviſional reftraint ; and he hoped that, ſome way or other, 
either, as the tight honourable gentleman had ſtated, by an 
adreſs to his Majeſty, a clauſe in the prelent Loan Bill, or 
dy moving a reſolution, that reſtraint would be provided. 


DO 
In reſpect to the other tranſaction, it ſurpriſed him, aſter 


3,500, ol. of exchequer bills had been taken out of the 


ank, that exchequer bills ſhould be brought to market at ſuch 
a diſcount. Theſe Bills, he obſerved, were iſſued to the office 
of Ordnance as part of a payment of the arrears which were 
due there, in the ſame manner as to every other office under 
government,” and afterwards negotiated by that office ; aud 
one of them had been purchaſed by a friend of his at a diſcount 
of five per cent, This matter he thought worth the attention 
of the Houſe ;z and he ſhould certainly include it in the pro- 
polition of inculpation of his Majeſty's miniſters which he 
X 2 | meant 
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meant to bring forward ſo ſoon as he could procure the papers 
he had moved for, ſince, if they had not violated the letter, 
they had violated. the ſpirit of the law, by uſing that money 
for arrears which was voted for proſpective ſervices. 

The other reſolutions of the committee were then read, 
and the Chancellor of the Exchequer, Mr, Roſe, and Mr. Ho- 
bart, ordered to prepare and bring in, Biils upon the ſame, 


FRENCH EMIGRANTS, 


Mr. Martin ated that large ſums were owing to the French 
emigrants, the withholding of which reduced them to great 
diſtreſs. It was the duty of the Houle to interfere, and. un- 
leſs this buſineſs were adjuſted, he would make a motion to 
cauſe the arrears to be paid up. 


SLAVE-CARRYING BILL, 


Mr. H. Thornton gave notice that an honourable friend of 
his who was at preſent prevented from attending by illneſs, in- 
tended to introduce ſome further limitations into the Slave- 
carrying Bill, when that Bill came to be reported. The 
limitations he propoſed were to increaſe the tonnage of ſhips, 
and not to allow the traders to employ more ſhips, or import 
more flaves, in any veſie}, than they do at preſent. 

The Speaker informed him, that if the regulations were to 
be inforced hy pecuniary penalties, they muſt be introduced 
in the committee z it not, they might be introduced on he 
report. 
: SCARCITY OF CORN, 


Mr. Lechmere lamented the conſtant thinneſs of the Houſe, 
when he wiſhed to move for remedying the cauſes of our pre- 
ſent ſcarcity. He moved, that the Corn Committee, which 
ſtood as the order of the day, be diſcharged, and fixed for 
Tueſday next. Ordered. 


LONGITUDE BY SEA. 


Sir Philip Stephens moved for an account of the monics 
iſſued by the Treaſurer of his Majeſty's Navy, purſuant to an 
Act paſſed in the 13th year of his preſent Majeſty for the 
encouragement of navigation and naval experiments, and for 
finding out the longitude at ſea, to be laid upon the table, 


Ordered: 


HOUSE 
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- HOUSE OF LORDS, 
, WEDNESDAY, April 20. 


The Tudges attended the Houſe, and counſel was heard in 
the cauſe. of the corporation of London and the corporation 
of Lynn, relative to port duties, Ar | 


CHRISTIE'S DIVORCE BILL, 


Mr. Pigeit attended at the bar on behalf of Captain 

Chriſtie, who he ſtated to have been at the cloſe of the laſt 
war a Captain in the 88th regiment. Captain Chriſtie was 
married in Edinburgh, to Mits Elizabeth Baird, daughter of 
Sir William Baird in 1784. He was after that ſuddenly 
called upon to join his regiment, and did fo, leaving Mrs. 
Chriſtie behind in England. Shortly after his departure ſhe be- 
came acquainted with a youpg man of the name of Baker, who 
was going out to India. The conſequence of that connexion was 
2 criminal intercourte between them. When Captain Chriſtie 
returned home, he brought an action againſt Mr. Baker; by 
miſtake it was ſerved upon a gentleman of the ſame chriſtian 
and ſurname, ſo that when he appeared in court, the plaintiff 
was non-ſuited. The embarraſſment ariſing to Captain Chriſ- 
tie in money matters from this circumſtance was ſuch, that 
aſter bringing a new aclion againſt the right perſon, and ob- 
taining a judgment of 400]. he was obliged to ſell his com- 
miſſion, and he had lived in retirement abroad until the late 
war gave him an opportunity of mending his affairs, by enter- 
ing again into military ſet vice. Mr. Pigott thought proper to 
ſtate theſe circumſtances to their lordihips, to account for the 
delay which had taken, place, and he truſted they would be 
deemed ſufficient. | 

The ſeveral previous proceedings were then eſtabliſhed, and 
evidence called, to prove that Mr. Baker and Mrs. Chriftie 
had lain all night together, in the year 1783, that ſhe had 
ſince lived in a itate of proſtitution, and had a family in the 
Wett Indies, 

The Bill was read a ſecond time, 

Read a ſecond time ſeveral other Bills on the table. 

Avjourned, 


— — — 


HOUSE OF. COMMONS, 


WeEpNESDAYy April 20. 


Warwick and Braunſton canal Bills « ere read a third time, 
and paſſed. | 
g Ar. 
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Mr. Roſe moved for an account of the produce of the per- 
manent taxes, for the year ending the 1ſt of April, 1796. 
And for an account of .the three years produce, ending 
Auguſt, 1795. ial odr vin 
Leave was given to bring in a Bill for the better levying 2 
duty on hats. 0 | Try 

PEWTER POT BILL. 


On the motion for the ſecond reading of the Bill for pre- 
venting the purloining of pewter pots, &c. | 

Mr. Dent objected to the ſecond reading of the Bill. He 
ſaid the Bill manifeſtedly pręſſed on private individuals; and 
the pewtcrers' company authorized him to ſtate, that if they 
did not ſuppoſe that the Houſe would have refuſed it in the fir 
inſtance, they would certainly have petitioned againſt its 
paſſing into a law. There need be no act, he contended 
to oblige publicans to refuſe lending out thejr pots, as they had 
ſuch power without the interference of the legiſlature, If the 
Bill paſt, it would materially affect the revenues of the city 
of London, as the city derived a confiderable emolument from 
the ſtamps on pewter meaſures. It would beſides confidera- 
bly affect the property of his royal highneſs the Prince of 
Wales, in the Duchy of Cornwall, by rendering his mines 
there leſs productive, as pewter-pots were compoled of three 
component parts which included tin, regulus, and lead. 
Inſtead of the loſs of one hundred thouſand pounds per annum 
accruing to the publicans in conſequence of the purloining 
of pewter pots, he could ſtate, from the beſt authority, that 
the whole number of pewter-pots made for the uſe of England, 
Ireland, Scotland, and Wales, and for exportation to America, 
was not more than forty thouſand. He conceived that the 
publicans could be effectually relieved without the paſſing this 
Bill, by making it penal, for any pewterer, or old-iron ſhop 
to purchaſe pewter meited down into a maſs. If the Bill 
ſhould be palicd into a law, he ftated, that not leſs than ſeven 
thouſand perſons, Who are now employed in carrying out por- 
ter to private houſes would be turned looſe on ſociety. He 
muſt again remark that poor people, not having utenſils at 
home to receive the porter, would be obliged to go and ſpend 
probably their week's wages at the public-houſe, which he 
thought a very ſerious conhideration; - He {aid further, that 


if pewter pots were not cleaned with a particular fort of liquid, 


the porter would. not carry a head, without which it was 
ſcarcely worth drinking. He inſiſted that the more pewter 
pots were ſtulen, the more the pewterers gained; and he was 

con- 
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convinced, if the Bill paſſed, that the conſumption of porter 
would be diminiſhed, and the revenue of courſe ſuffer. 

Mr. Buxton fail, that ſome of the reaſons urged by the 
honourable. gentleman againſt the bill, had conſiderable 
weight; with roſpect however to the injury which ſuch an at 
would occaſion to the prince of Wales, it was entitled to little 
regard with the houte, Whether his royal highne(s ſuffered 
or not, if the bill was catculated to prevent a crime which led 
to the puniſhment and diſgrace of the criminal, it ſignified not. 
if, as had been ſtated on à former night, that ſeven crimes 
out of ten tried, were cauſed by the ſtealing of pewter-pots, 
he was opinion that the ineitement to the theft ſhould be im- 
mediately removed; for that reaſon he would certainly vote for 
the bill, e | 

Mr. Dent in explanation, accounted in ſome meaſure for the 
number of convictions for pot: ſtealing by ſlating that the pub- 
lcans had entered into ſubſeriptions to bring thoſe chargeable 
with the oſtence to convickon and puniſnment. ö 

Mr. Hauch (aid, he had been obliged to liſten to both par- 
{ies without doors intereited in this meaſure, which fo confuſed 
nis mind that he was for forme time much at a Joſs to know 
how to determine. He was of opinion that the houſe ſhould firſt 
etabliſh the fact, and then draw the natural inferences ariſing 
from it, I be honourable gentleman had ſaid-the Prince of 
ales would be a ſufferer if this bill paſſed, that however was 
itt'e to the purpoſe; neither had that part of his ſpeech any 
weight which ſtated, that the intereſts of the city of London 
would be materially affected. He ſhould have argued as to the 
jultice of the bill, and when that was once eſtabliſhed, the 
ocher conſiderations were very ſubordinate indeed to the main 
queſtion, The parties differed wiuely with reſpect to the ſum 
laid annually to be loſt by che purloiming of pewter pots, it 
was nevertheleſs needleſs to enquire who was preciſely right; 
Wat numbers to a large amount were ſtolen was admitted on 
al! ſides, and therefore he was perſuaded the incitement to the 
crime ſhould be removed, He could not ſee with what pre- 
tenſion to jultice the pewterers ſhould put in their claim 
againſt the bill; if they ſuffered in proportion as theft was 
duminiſhed, he was of opinion, that that fo far from being an 
argument againſt, it was the ſtrongeſt that could be urged in 
favour of the bill. He was aware that no agreement among 
the publicans, would remove the evil, for there would be 
ever adventurers, who tempted by profit, would embark in 
the buſineſs, and who-would certainly not be bound to an agree- 


ment to which they did not ſubſcribe, If the thing was right, 
it 
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it ſhould be done by law; and he was of opinion, that there 


Was ſcarcely. a poor man who could afford to buy porter, who 


could not provide himſelf: with a veſſel. The honoutable 
member who oppoſed the bill, ſaid, it was an act of fines and 
penalties, but this he did not make out. Tbe bill did nothin: 
more than put an end to the fraud, by 1emoving the tempta- 
tion, and for thoſe reaſons, he would give bis aſſent to the 
motion of his right honourable friend. 

General Smith was of opinion, that the Prince of- Wales, 
ſo far from objecting, would be well pleaſed, even if his 
revenue from tin ſuffered ſome diminution, provided that good 
was done to the morals of the community ; : but with regard 
to the preſent Bill, he was of opinion that it ought not to pa: 
into a Jaw ; he ſaw no neceſſity to require it; he confidered 
any thing like compulſion or interference in matters of trade 
or commerce to be improper ; and in the preſent cafe, the 
Houſe was called on to frame a, compulſive law in a matter 
wherein thoſe who are to be benefited may avail themſelves by 
their own-deed, without applying to Parliament. He owned 
that when he frſt heard that 100,000], was annually loſt for 
the article of pewter pots ſtolen, he was alarmed; but he had 
ſince learned that the whole amount of ſuch pow annually made 
in London dld not exceed 25, 00l. 

Mr. Fix ſaid the more he conſidered this Bill, the more he 
was convinced of its utility, If it as not true that ſo large 
2 ſum as 10, cool. was lll in pots, it was certain that a very 
great loſs was ſuſtained, and the impreſſion of this fact was not 
to be done away by the aſſertion of any gentlemen, however 
reſpectable. I hat it was not meant to draw the poorer claſies 
to the public-houſe was evident from this, that the application 
was trem the more opulent kind of publicans, who would not 
probably be very fond of ſuch kind of, cuſtomers. | Neither 
were the pewterers to be conſidered as averſe to the "meaſure 
ſuice they had not in a legal manner applied to the Houſe ; 
beſides, had they any right to a -proft which - accrued from 
theſt and robbery ? He had no objection, and the publicans 
had none, to à Clauſe to compel them io carry out the porter; 
and other particular objecctious might be removed in the com- 
mittee. It this Bill impoſed a reſtraint, it was only on per- 
ſons de ſiting it. The evil complained of was of a ſericus 
nature. No leſs than three hundred perſous in the county 0! 
Middleſex had been convicted, in the three latt years, for this 
Night offence; and therefore, whether the moral evil itſeit 
were coniidered, or the conſequences it produced, gentlemen 


were called on to. enact a remedy, and the Ty de took !! 
„Va 


PE 
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was the beſt that could be had. The great view of the bil! 
was to prevent crimes by removing the facility and the tempta- 
tion, to guard the morals of the people by preventing them 
from committing little crimes that but too frequently led to 
greater; and thus keeping many perſons in the innocent claſs 
o ſociety who would otherwiſe be added to the profligate and 
the guilty. No private agreement could be effectual ; becauſe, 
the ſmaller publicans might be induced to depart from the 
agreement with a view of courting employment. Upon the 
whole, he thought the bill ſuch as ought to go into a com- 
mittee, 

Sir Tilliam Young oppoſed the ſecond reading of the bill, 
for the fake of preſerving morals and laws. It would, he ſaid, 
abridge the comforts of the lower orders, and bring them into 
the habit of frequenting ale-houſes. Inftead of having their 
beer at a certain hour carried to them, poor perſons would be 
obliged to ſend their wives and daughters to the publicans ; 
and thus the minds of females would be corrupted, by the 
vices afloat in ſuch houſes. | 

The Secretary at Mar followed Sir William TRE op- 
poling the principle of the bill. He agreed with Mr. Fox, 
that prevention of crimes was the beſt mode of police: that 
argument, however, he conceived, told againſt the bill. Be- 
ludes, poor perſons could not have their beer ſo good after its 
transfuſion into the veſſel of the publican as when drawn in 
the veſfel they drank it out of, 

Mr. Lechmere (aid, the pots of publicans were uſually filthy 
and naſty z hence this bill would conduce to health and clean- 
linels, He combated the arguments that had been uſed againſt 
the bill, 


Mr. Pex ſaid in explanation, that a clauſe might be intro- 


duced in the committee to compel publicans to ſend their por- 


ter to the reſidence of their cuſtomers, 

Mr. Courtenay recommended it to gentlemen to read the 
bill. He had heard one gentleman (Sir William Young) ſay, 
that the virtue of females would be corrupted by its paſſing ; 
and another (Mr. Windham), that the virtue of porter would 
be deſtroyed by it; as if porter was an ethereal fluid, and loſt 
its virtues by transfuſion. If the gentlemen read the bill, they 
would find ſuch objections done away by the proviſions. 

The houſe then divided on the ſecond reading ; 


Ayes - - - 15 
Nees - =" - 27 
Adjourned. - Majority, - 12 
Y ol. IV. 1796. * HOUSE 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 
TavRsDAY, April 21. 


Heard counſel in the writ of error in the cafe of the city of 
London, and the corporation of Lynn, 

The order of the day for the third reading of the perſonal 
ſucceſſion tax bill being read, 

The Earl of Lauderdale ſaid, that having on a former occaſion 
conſidered the nature and the proviſions of this bill, a good 
deal in detail, he did not intend at preſent to detain the houſe 
long. He had thrown out a variety of objections with a view 
to draw their attention to a meaſure which he believed would 
be of the moſt ſerious conſequence. He held himſelf entitled 
to take this bill into confideratiun in conjunction with another 
that was to be brought forward, by which he conceived their 
lordſhips would be particularly affected. It was a matter of 
calculation that in a given period the whole property of the 
country would pals through the cofters of the public, and i- 
was for their lordſhips to conſider whether the exigencics ot 
che ſtate were ſuch as to juſtify a miniſter in ſeizing upon the 
capital of the country as theſe bills would do. If they were 
regardleſs of the effect they would ultimately have upon their 
fortunes and upon their dignity, they ought to endcavour to 
ward off the evil with. which the merchant was threatened, 
The beſt writers upon the ſubject of political economy had 
reprobated the principle of taxmg the capital of a country, It 
took away from the maſs of capital which ſupported induſtry. 
{t diminiſhed the quantity of reproductive wealth, and by nar- 
rowing the fund that maintained the riches from which the 
revenue was derived, it threatened to ſhake the foundation of 
public credit itſelf, He would not go at length into the 
various objections he had formerly urged, but would content 
himſelf with entering his proteſt againſt the meaſure ; which, 
however, he would delay doing; till the other bill was brought 
forward. The reverend prelate had been offended with his 
laying that the miniſter by this meaſure was ſeizing upon 
property, and ſparing that of the church. He confefled that 
he ſaw no reaſon while the capital of property both perfonal 
and real was taxed, that an equivalent ſhould not be levied 
upon that of the chureh in paſſing from hand to hand in the 
way of preſentation, tranſlation, or other modes of preferment 
Conſidering the bill as he did, as a moſt dangerous attack 
upon the Capitaliſts. of the country, he muſt give it his 
firmeſt oppoſition. 

The Biſhip of Rocbaſter faid that he did not at all 1. 
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the preſent bill as ſeizing upon any property, as the noble 
Earl had expreſſed it, nor did he conſider the operation of it 
to be fo fatal as was repreſented. He had been at the pains to 
make ſome calculations upon the ſubject, and he believed he 
was as much verſed in ſuch matters as the noble Earl. It was 
not ſo eaſy to find an average of the number of collateral de- 
ſcents in a given time, as the average of the lineal deſcents. 
Conſidering, however, that property would deſcend in colla- 
teral ſucceſſion 11 times in 220 years, which he believed he 
might take as the average, it wouid be 220 years before the 
{um of fool. would be annihilated by the payment of the tax 
in the utmoſt proportion of fix per cet. although it were to be 
wrapt up in a napkin, and never placed in the way of accu- 
mulation or reproduction, | he original ſum would only pay 
the tax; the remainder, after paying the firſt, being reduced 
to 94). would pay en and thus the calculation 
was a decreaſing ſeries, with regard to the property. It was 
nat to be imagined, that capital wbuld lie unemployed, as the 
noble Earl had ſtated in the example. It would either go to 
people that would live upon it, and then the ſum would be 
placed out of the poſſibility of paying any more tax, or would 
be employed in ſome way of induſtry, where it would regain 
what went away in the tax and accumulate farther. With 
regard to the property of the church, it was already taxed, 
and in no degree reſembled the tranſmiſſions of property fall- 
ing under this bill. | 

Lord Grenville ſaid, that as the noble Earl had not gone 
auto the detail of the meaſure, he would reſt ſatisfied with 
what he had ſaid on a former night, and with what had been 
urged by a reverend prelate that day. When the other bill 
came forward he would be ready to enter into calculations to 
ſhew that it would have no ſuch effect as was predicted by the 
noble Earl. The data upon which he proceeded were extra- 
vagant and extreme, nor would it happen that property would 
be tran{mitted in ſuch a manner as to produce that conſe- 
quence as was repreſented, of throwing all the wealth of the 
county into the cofters of the public. . | 

The Karl of Lauderdale (aid, that the noble lord had only 


Muded to thoſe of his arguments which had been directed 


2g21n{t the bill that was expected, and had not attempted to 
odyiate thoſe he had preſſed againſt that immediately before 
the houſe, Ihe principles on which he had reprobated the 
other bill were not ſo large as the noble Lord imagined; he 
could produce inſtances, and had poiuted out ſome, in which 
the effect he predicted would have taken place, The princi- 

. . ples 
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ples of calculation on which the reverend prelate had gone, 
ſcemed to be advanced by him with more regard to the autho- 
rity of them than their own juſtneſs, as he could not conceive 
on what data they. were founded. The principles upon 
Which this ſpecies of tax had been treated, were very different 
from thoſe of the reverend prelate. It had exiſted in Holland; 
to what proportion he did not recollect, but the calculations 
formed with regard to it bore no reſemblance to thoſe he had 
heard. 
The bill was then read a third time and paſſed, 
_ Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Trurspay, April 21. 


Meadow's Eſtate, Butter, and Ufford incloſure Bills, were 
read a third time, and paſicd. 


STAMPS, 


The Lord Mayor preſented a petition from a gentleman © 
the name of Manning, captain of a ſhip, which ſtated that he 
was poſſeſſed of a bill of exchange, of the value of 20001. bu! 
that being drawn on a larger ſtamp than the law required, he 
was adviſ;d by counſel he could not enforce payment of it in 
court of law, becauſe it was not on a proper ſtamp, praying 


therefore for the aid of the Houſe to authoriſe the commiſioner- 


to ſtamp the bill with the proper ſtamp, on payment of the 
duty, &c. 

Ihe petition being read, 

Mr. Sheridan obſerved, that it was ſcarcely conceivable th- 
legiſlature ſhould mean, when they paſſed the ſtamp act, in 
this caſe, that any inſtrument ſhould be void becauſe it was on 
a larger ſtamp than was requiſite. He had no objection to the 
Houle relieving this gentleman in whatever way was nececel- 
ſary, but he ſhould hope there was no neceſſity for it, and 
that the bill ſtamped as it was, could be ſupported in a cout! 
of law. 

Mr. Sergeant Adair did not think that a court of juſtice 


would retuſe to receive in evidence a bill becauſe it was not 


upon an appropriate ſtamp, provided it was not under the va- 
lue of what the ftamp ought to be, It could hardly be deemed 
the intention of the legiſlature to ſay, that an inſtrument ſhall 


be void becauſe the duty paid to government was higher than 


was required by law. 
The Speaker obſerved, that the better way would be not to 
a reſet 
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refer this petition to a committee, but to let it lie on the ta- 
ble ; it it ſhould appear that there was no neceflity for parlia- 
mentary interference, nothing farther need be done to it. 

Mr. Sheridan remarked, that this was a matter of very great 
importance to the public, If redreſs could be obtained for 
this -gentleman, he ſhould be the laſt man to think of with- 
nolding it; but it really ought to be quite clear that a court of 
law would not receive this bill before the Houſe proceeded 
upon the caſe, becauſe, by proceeding as if this was an invalid 
bill, they would admit in ſubſtance that all thoſe inſtruments 
which were drawn on ſtamps larger than the law required were 
legal as if upon Ramps lower than the law requires; a thing 
#\ch would be extremely injurious to a great number of perſons, 
1,ying underſtood that many deeds were drawn on ſtamps that 
%-re higher than was I e under an idea that they were 
legal. It would be a very ſerious thing to diſturb all ſuch 
deeds: and thereſore the Houſe ſhould rake care how they 
ſanctioned the principle. 

After a ſew words from the Lord Mayer and the Speaker, 
the petition was laid on the table. 


QUAKERS, | 


Mr. Serjcant Adair preſented a petition on behalf of the 
Quakers. He paid a very handſome compliment to them for 
their unoffending temper and exemplary morals. The peti- 
tion ſtated, that they were under certain and yery great incon- 
veniences with regard to the mode of treating them with re- 
ect to tythes, in conſequence of their religious ſcruples, 
which they could not with integrity difavow, and religious 
icruples of all kinds, while they did not offend the law, nor 
aſtoct the rights of others, ought to be regarded, and always 
by a liberal mind would be regarded with tenderneſs and re- 
ſpect. This petition was preſented for that purpoſe. It ſtated 
the hardſhips to which the petitioners were expoſed. It ſtated, 
by way of inſtance, the caſe of ſeven of their ſuſſering brethren 
in the caſtle of York, where they have been long confined, 
but with that reſpect to patliament, which entitled them to 
attention, they abſtained from the preſumption of pointing out 
any remedy ; they left that to the wiſdom of the Houſe, He 
thould be content for the preſent in having the petition left 
upon the table. The nature of the relief he would explain 
on Monday next, He ſhould not propoſe on behalf of the 
{Juakers, any thing that infringed on the right of others. He 
Would alſo bring forward, on t1at day, another point which 


was not hinted at by the Quakers, but the neceſſity of which 
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he felt by experience. Great inconvenience had ariſen, and 


the adminiſtration of juſtice was often defeated, on account of 


the diſtin&ion which the legiſlature had made in taking the 
affirmation of Quakers in civil caſes alone, and rejecting it in 
criminal caſes, He had mentioned this to many ot the learned 
judges, and he had the good fortune to concur with them in 
opinion, as to the neceſſity of doing away that diſtinction, and 
and of taking the affirmation of the Quakers, in criminal as 
well as in civil cafes, 

Tuc petition being read, was ordered to be laid on the 
table. 

Yr. Serjeant Adair then gave formal notice, that on Mon. 
day next he would move for leave to bring in a bill for the 
further relief of the Quakers in reſpect their. religious 
teruples, and alſo to make their affirmation reccivable in cri- 
minal caules. \ 

Mr. Dent brought up the report of the committee appointed 
to enquire into the lois of the tees of the clerks of the public 
oftices, which will be occaſtoned by the bill now depending 


in the houſe for regulating the mode of ſending by poſt the 


printed votes of patliament and printed newſpapers, 

The repare being read, it appeared by the evidence of many 
of thele gentlemen, that their loſſes will be very conſiderable 
deed, it the bill ſhould paſs into a law without indemnity to 
them. 

Mr. Sheridan reminded the houſe of the juſtice of making 
an adequa:e proviſion to theſe gentlemen. 

Aſter a few words from Mr. Canning, General Sith, and 
Mr. S. Bernard, the report was ordered to be ſubmitted to a 
committee on 1 ueſday next. 

Sir //ilan Dollen moved that the order of the day for the 
houſe going into a committee of the whole houſe on the flave 
carrying bill ſhould be deferred to Fueſday next. Ordeted. 

General S2zth gave notice that he ſhould on Monday next 
move, that the proceedings of the court martial on Mr. Caw- 
thorne ſhould be taken into conſideration, and then appoiat a 


a day for Me. Cawthorne to attend in his place in that houſe. 


TAX ON HATS, 


The bill for the better regulating the duty on hats was 
read a firſt time, and ordered to be read a ſecond time to- 
morrow. 

Mr. Sheridan ſaid, he had no doubt this bill contained 
many ingenious devices for the enforcing payment of this 
duty ; when any burthen however was to be laid on the pub- 
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lic, he wiſhed to atten- to the proviſions of a bill, He ſhould 
therefore move, that this bill be printed, that the houſe might 
have an opportunity of ſeeing what ſort of a thing it was. 

The Chancellor of the Excheguer ſaid, he was ready to agree 
to the propoſition, for a reaſon directly contrary to that of the 
honourable gentleman, who had talked of it as a new burden 
vn the public, which it was not; becauſe it was a matter of 
regulation of a duty, which parliament had long ago agreed to 
impoſe, He therefore did not agree to the printing, becauſe 
the bill impoſed, but becauſe it regulated a duty. He ſhould, 
however, be very glad of the aſſiſtance of the honourable gen- 
tleman, in the diſcuſſion of the ſubject, if he would give him- 
{elf the trouble to attend, but he could hardly hope he would. 

Mr. Sheridan laid, the right honourable gentleman need 
not deſpair of his attendance. He had often aſſiſted the miniſ- 
ter, and often corrected his blunders in his tax bills, although 
he muſt confeſs he had experienced but little gratitude from 
him for ſuch aſſiſtance, Ihe miniſter now ſaid this bill was 
a regulation. He hoped it would be a better one than his 
former bill upon the ſubject. Formerly he refuſed printing 
the bill, and he blundered in it, elſe there would have been 


no neceſſity for the preſent bill. Now he came forward, and 


laid, conſiſtently enough, I have no objection to record my 
own blunder, and to print the remedy.” 

The bill was ordered to be printed. 

A meſſage from the lords informed the houſe, their lord- 
ſhips had agreed to the bill for regulating the mode of trying 


conteſted elections, without any amendment, and to ſeveral 


private bills, 
BARRACES, 


Mr. Grey moved, that the papers on the table from the 
office of the paymatter of the forces be printed. Ordered. 


EAST INDIA PAPERS. 


Mr, Secretary Dundas moved for various papers belonging 
to the Eaſt India company preparatory to his opening his 
India budget. He ſaid, he was happy to ſay, that the affairs 
of the Eait India company were ſuch as to afford conveniently 
that relief which they merited, to the brave and excellenc 
othcers who ſerved in India, the whole of which he ſhould 
explain hereafter, 

All the accounts he moved for were ordered, brought in 
immediately, and ordered to be printed. 

Genera! Smith moved that there be laid before the houſe an 


account of all the ſums of money that have been paid by the 
Eaſt 
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Eaſt India company to government on account of the 500,009). 
they engaged to pay annually, together with an account of the 
balance that now remained due to government upon that ſub- 


ject. Ordered. 
* NAVY DEPT. | 


Mr. Grey moved for an account of the navy debt from De- 
ceniber 1796, to March 1796. g 1 

For an account of the ſeveral ſums granted for temporary 
barracks from June 1792, to December 1795» 


SUCCESSION TAX BILL TO REAL ESTATES. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer brought up a bill for grant- 
ing a duty on the ſucceſſion of real eſtates in certain caſes, 
which was read a fuſt time. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, he ſhould propoſe 
to follow in this bill the mode which the houſe adopted in the 
other with regard to perſonal property; vis. to read. the bill a 
econd time pro forma, go into committee, fill up the blanks 
tor the purpole ot making the nature of the bill more intelligi- 


ble, and then appoint a day for its diſcuſſion after it had been 


re- committed and printed. Ordered to be read a ſecond time 
to- morrow. 


WAR IN THE WEST IN DIES. 


Mr. Sheridan moved that the adjourned debate, on the 
papers for which he moved on a former night, reſpecting the 
war in the Welt Indies, be now reſumed. 

The Speaker ſaid, that a motion being made on a former 
night, that there be laid before the houſe copies of the con- 
tracts made in the year 1794 and 1795, for the ſhipping taken 
up from the Eaſt India company, to be employed in convey- 
ing troops to the Weft Indies, and a debate having ariſing 
thereon, the queſtion he had to put was, that the debate be 
now reſumed ? which was agreed to. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer aſked, if it would be deemed 
out of order, for thoſe gentlemen who ſpoke on a former even- 
ing, to riſe again if they thought it neceſlary ? 

The Speaker ſaid, that in point of ſtrict order no member 
had a right to ſpeak twice upon one queſtion, in an adjourn- 
cd debate, any more than in another debate, but he thought it 
his duty to ſtate to the houſe that there was a precedent, in 4 
recent inſtance, by which the rules of order had been diſpen- 
ſed with, as well as on former occaſions. 

JT he Chancellor of the Exchequer reminded the houſe that 
wheu papers were moved for, which embraced in their * 

' a the 
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the whole and every part of a ſyſtem, that they ſhould be 
granted with great caution. Having on a former occaſion. 
urged arguments and ſtated reaſons to convince. the houſe, 
that ſuch general inconvenience could not now. be obviated,, 
he did not think ĩt necellary to ſay more, than that he would 
negative the motion. 

Mr. Sheridan ſaid, the right honourable gentleman aſſumed 
a fat which he could not admit, viz. that he had, uſed argu- 
ments and offered reafons in his former ſpeech, to ſhew why 
the papers for which he-had moved ſhould be refuſed. On a 
review. of that ſpeech, it did not appear to hun that the right 
honourable gentleman had offered. any thing in the ſhape 
of either reaſons or arguments to induce the houſe to agree to 
the motion. When the ſubject was before the houſe, he pro- 
poſed that the diſcuſſion ſhould be adjourned, in order that the 
ſubject might be debated, and now it was brought forward, 
he declared, that he would not conſent to granting the inſor- 
mation that was deſited. This was the whole of the argument 
of the right honourable gentleman. He had before underſtood, 
that the miniſter wanted ſome time to prepare himſelf for this 
matter. He had that time granted, the debate having been at 
bis inſtance; adjourned ; he had however, made very bad uſe 
of his time, as he had now nothing to ſay, except that he was 
not in a humour to give the houſe any information on the ſub- 
jet, This, was part of the miniſter's plan. There had, of 
late, been ſome endeavours made which had been hitherto 
much too fucceſsful, to introduce into that houſe a novel and 
bad practice, by which the miniſter had ſuperſeded the inqui- 
litorial power of that houſe; it was to refuſe to the houſe 
all preliminary information, when on the face of the matter 
there was ground ior inquiry into his conduct, and when per- 
haps the reſult of that inquiry would be his own complete diſ- 
grace. This. practice was entirely unknown to former parlia- 
ments ; and contrary to the common eſtabliſhed practice of the 
houſe of commons, it would, however, be a very convenient 
thing to the miniſter, if he could, eſtabliſh this novel practice; 
lor 1t was calculated to conceal his blundezs, and to prevent 
the houſe: ſtom recording his incapacity. He called on the 
houſe to havg, recourſe to their journals, when they would find 
that previous, information was never refuſed preparatory to a 
general inquity. During the adminiſtration of Lord North, 
ne never greſumed to uſe ſuch language, or to ſhelter himſelf 
behind a majority. to prevent. diſcuſſion. The houſe then 
apreed to g into à committee, Previous information was 
Fantec; and according as the caſe was made out, parliament 
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ſubſequently voted on the ſubject propoſed for inveſtigation. 
If in the firſt inſtance the caſe was not made out, he would 
cheerfully agree to the fact, that parliament was. not warrant- 
ed in granting an inquiry; but it ſhould be cautious how it 
ſuffered itſelf to be ſeduced from exerciſing one of its moſt 
valuable rights, by the mere aſſertion of thoſe who are inte- 
reſted, that official documents ought not to be granted, 

This war was faid to be different from any other in which 
this country had ever been engaged. Certainly the manner 
of conducting it would lead gentlemen to think fo, and the 
manner in which information was refuſed in this war was 
widely different alſo. It was a fact, that out of the numerous 
inquiries moved for, a Britiſh Houſe of Commons had never 
thought fit to inſtitute one, and what was the conſequence ? 
Miniſters claimed confidence in proportion as they were con- 
victed of incapacity. The new doctrine of theſe gentlemen 
was as Curious in itſelf, as it was derogatory to the eſtabliſhed 
uſage of parliament; they ſay, they will withhold the papers 
on which an inquiry ſhould be inſtituted, but a diſcuſſion may 
till take place. T'his was a new phraſe, and merited the 
particular attention of the Houſe ; to what a fituation, in ſuch 
cafe, was he reduced? Miniſters ſay, you may have an in- 
inquiry, but what fort of an inquiry? One founded on 
facts, colſected from rumour, which the right honourable gen- 
tleman met with in his official documents. The right ho- 
nourable gentleman laſt year regretted that the lateneſs of the 
ſeſſion prevented him from entering into a diſcuſſion of the 
merits of the war in the Weſt Indies; declaring that there 
was nothing he defired ſo much, ſince he was perſuaded i: 
would redound to the hanour of his Majeſty's ſervants; ib 
therefore, it ſhould be moved this ſeſſion, he ſhould be glad 
to aſſent to it. How ſtood the matter now? The motion is 
made, and the miniſter oppoſes it. Was there one man in that 
Houſe, he deſtred to know, who would ſtand up and (ay, 
that there was no reaſon to apprehend there was any blame 
whatever imputable to thoſe who have had the conduct of the 
war, or in the expedition to the Weſt Indies? Would any 
man ſay fo, when he recollected what had happened after tha: 
brave, gallant, and admirable officer, Sir Charles Grey left 
the Weſt Indies? After his brilliant conqueſts there ? He 
believed there was no man, even among the miniſter's friends, 
hardy enough to make that aſſertion. How had Sir Charles 
Grey been treated by the king's miniſters? From the bour 
he left England to the hour he returned in 1794, not one fe- 
inforcement had been ſent to bim to the Leeward . 
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He believed not a fingle man. Of this he did not ſpeak with 
abſolute certainty, but he believed not one man. If he was 
miſtaken upon this ſubject, it was in the miniſter's power, and 
it was the miniſter's duty, to refute him. If in conſequence 
of this negligence of miniſters, we had loſt the greatett part 
of the conqueſts of Sir Charles Grey; if in the delay of 
equipments in 1794, men had deen kept in floating peſt- 
houſes until they periſhed by diſeaſe ; if by a culpable, ſcan- 
dalous, murderous negligence of miniſters all this had happen- 
ed, and he was ready to prove it had, was that, or was it 
not, fit matter for the enquiry of that Houſe? Moſt aſ- 
ſuredly it was; but how were theſe things to be inquired 
into before the proper documents were on the table of the 
Houſe ? 

With reſpect to the great expedition ſent out under the 
command of Admiral Chriſtiau, much blame was alſo im- 
putable of miniſters, which he would take on himfelf to prove, 
if the new doctrine was not eſtabliſhed of the propriety of 
granting diſcuſſion without inquiry. "The right honourable 
Secretary at War, on a former night, declared he would give 
his voice againſt the production of the Count de Sombreuil's 
letter, becauſe he was of opinion that it was called for merely 
to implicate the conduct of the right honourable gentleman. 
If this doctrine was admitted, there was an end to all in- 
quiry. The paper, however, had been produced; the ho- 
nourable gentieman when it was firſt called for, affirmed, that 
it was of a private nature, on its peruſal, was there an in- 
dividual who was not convinced that it was altogether of a 
public nature? On that occaſion, the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, in a manly manner, ſtepped forward to ſupport 
his friend, and ſhare the glory of the Qiberon expedition, 
than which a more weak and inglorious expedition never 
{tained the annels of the Britiſh" hiſtory, The unfortunate 
Count, it appeared by that letter, had left the kingdom totally 
unacquainted with its objects, or the perſon by whom he was 
to be commanded. He had no idea of being under the con- 
trol of an incapable man, Monſic ur de Puiſſaye. Engliſhmen 
were entrapped, crimped, and kidnapped, and Frenchmen 
liberated from the priſons of this country to go on that in- 
famous expedition. If the Houſe world agree to the inquiry, 
he pledged himſelf, and eyery pretenſion he had to credit, 
that he would clearly make out his cafe to the ſatis faction of 
gentlemen, and prove by reſpectable evidence at the Bar, 
that the failures, the laſles, and diſgraces in the ſeveral ex- 
peditions, were owing to the miſconduct of miniſters, who 
| £ 2 deſerved 


19z WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Commons, 9 


deſerved to be publickly impeached for their inefficient plans 
and horrid abuſes. | s 
If any commander loſt a ſhip, he called for a court · martial 
and ſolicited an inquiry; but miniſters diſregarded their cha- 
rater in following ſo wholeſome an example. After Sir John 
- Jervis had left the Weſt Indies, he had letters to aſſure him 
that many officers behaved in a manner that called for an in- 
quiry into their conduct. Why did not miniſters inſtitute an 
inquiry? Becauſe they apprehended that an enquiry would 
be productive of recrimination. There were at preſent mauy 
officers in town, who, if the Houſe would agree to a com- 
mittee, would appear at the bar, and ſupport him in every aſ- 
ſertion that he had advanced. Miniſters were not fo tender 
of others as they were of themſelves with regard to enquiries. 
A brave officer, Admiral Cornwallis, who had ſpent his life in 
the ſervice of his country, was lately tried by a court martial, 
for not ſhifting his flag and going to the Weſt Indies, in pur- 
ſuance of orders from the Admiralty; and the fentence of 
that court was truly curious and extraordinary—that he was 
right and wrong; that blame was imputable to him, but no 
cenſure merited. This he ſtated to ſhew how ready mini- 
ters were to accuſe others, and conſequently that they reſiſted 
enquiry into their own conduct with an ill grace. Perhaps if 
the Houſe went into the inquiry, a ſimilar judgment might 
be patled on miniſters with that paſſed on Admiral Cornwallis; 


they at leaſt ought to ſatisfy the Houſe and the public with an 
inveſtigation, to aſcertain where the blame lay : whether at 
their own door, or whether it was to be attributed: to the 
officers they employed. alk 
Mr. Sheridan next adverted to the conduct of miniſters, I 
with reipect to Sir Charles Grey: the glorious atchievements : 
of that brave and diſtinguiſhed officer, he ſaid, were all loft by 2 
the miſconduct and ſupineneſs of miniſters z their not ſending e 
out ſufñcient re-inforcements was of the molt fatal conſequence n 
to the army, who yielded to the hardſhip of the duty which 1 
was impoſed, and many of whom expired with fatigue, Was c 
not therefore extreme blame imputable to them, for not ſend- 0 
ing out a neceſſary ſupply to maintain what he had. fo bril- 00 
liantly and rapidly achieved? The next motion he would v 
thereiore make was tor © a return of the men loſt by fatigue Ne 
and diſeaſe in the Weſt Indies at that period.” jc 
This return he moved for in order to convince the Houſe, th 
that miniſters, by the drain of men from the three kingdoms, 0¹ 
muſt materially injure their population, and reduce them to m 


an 


Arzt 21.] WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, 173 


an alarming ſtate of imbecility. The hardſhips which the 
men were obliged to undergo, in conſequence of the delay in 
ſending out reinforcements during the time Sir Charles Grey 
was in the Weſt Indies, reduced them to a ſituation unptece- 
dented, they were literally without ſhoes and ſtockings, and 
wich their feet bleeding were obliged to encounter the burning 
ſands. What excuſe he aſked, could mini%ers offer for not 
ſupplying thoſe defects ? 
The next motion that he ſhould have the honour to ſubmit 
was, That an account be laid before the Houſe of che num- 
« ber of men withdrawn from the forces intended 'for the 
« Weſt Indies, for the purpoſe of being fent on the expedi- 
« tion to Quiberon.“ Alſo a, motion, the object of which 
was to have laid before the Houſe “ The application to and 
© correſpondence of the officers commanding in the Weſt In- 
dies with his Majeſty's miniſters, relative to the re-inforce- 
ments which they demanded for the Weſt India Iſlands,” alſo, 
An account of the ſeveral re- iuforcements which had arrived 
« in the Weſt Indies” Alſo, * An account of the number 
of men ſent to St. Domingo and what ſent for,” and “ An 
count of the number of men and the number of ſtaff em- 
« ployed under Lord Moira in the years 1794 and 1795.” 
'The object of the laſt motion was to inquire why this for- 
midable armament was not ſent out to the relief of the iſlands, 
and to give miniſters an opportunity of juſtifying themſelves 
on that memorable occaſion. He was convinced if they ac- 
ceded to this motion, that he could make it out to the ſatisfac- 
tion of the country, after receiving fuch information, that on 
the face of this expedition, nothing could be more ſhameful 
nor more deteſtable. Did not the Houſe conceive that ſome 
explanation was neceflary on the ſeveral expeditions planned 
2gainſt the coaſt of France? Was the numerous ſtaff employ- 
ed under lord Moirz, a circumſtance that required' no expla- 
nation? Why was the ſtatt, and that large armament Pept 
idle and unemployed, which was the theme of ſo much ridi- 
cule and contempt throughout the country, but, Which, how= 
cver, never could attach on the gallant nobleman, who then 
commanded it, but mutt reſt on the miniſters by whom it 
was planned? So far from any blame being imputable to the 
noble earl, the noble earl, he underſtood, would have no ob- 
jection to appear at the bar of the Houſe, in order to ſhew that 
the diſgrace, inſeparable from that expedition, was to be attri- 
buted alone tothe weak and imbecite conduct of his Majeſty's 


miniſters. 
The 
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The next motion he would make, was, „That there be 
laid before the Houſe an account of the number of men and 
ce officers loſt ſince, the return of Sir Charles Grey from the 
« Weſt Indies, ſpecifying the Joſs of each particular regi- 
©« ment: Alſo, © An account of all the ftores, including the 
« hoſpital ſtores, and the number of ſhips employed.” Theſe 
would lead to the diſcuſſion why the troops in the Weſt Indies 
were ſo cruelly and ſhamefully neglected, at a time when ſo 
mary gaudy, expenſive, and inactive camps were diſplayed 
throughout the country, Nothing, he afferted, but a mira- 
cle, ſaved the Weſt Indies at that period, there falvation was, 
in fact, totally owing to the ſickneſs and diſeaſes that were 
ſpread amongſt the troops of the enemy. 

He next adverted to the wretched ſtate of the Britiſh army 
in the Weſt Indies: the 29th regiment, he was well aſſured 
Joſt four hundred men; and in June, the hoſpitals in Marti. 
nico were crowded with Britiſh officers and Britiſh ſoldiers, 
who were in want not only of medicine, but even bandages to 
dreſs their wounds received in gallantly fighting againſt the 
enemy. He adverted to a fact, which he affirmed was well 
known to ſeveral of the officers, that ninety or one hundred 


men, who had been put into a tranſport to be brought home, 


in conſequence of ſome diſpute about freighting, had been re- 
landed on the beach, covered with wounds, and many without 
limbs, where for a night they were left to the mercy of the 
elements to prolong a miſerable exiſtence, and only ſeven or 
eight ſurvived. When there were ſuch ftrong grounds for 
the enquiry, how, he aſked, could the Houſe reſiſt it? The 
deſperate ſituation of affairs in the Weſt Indies, without men, 
without proviſions, or any force in the ifland, originated that 
chagrin, which, in all probability was the cauſe of General 
Vaughan's death. | e be a. 

He next moved, “ For an account of the number of men 
* who died in the ports of Plymouth, Southampton, and 
6% Port{mouth.” Alſo, “ For a copy of a letter ſent from the 
* Mayor of Portſmouth, Colonel Lenox, and other officers.” 
Theſe were for the purpoſe of informing the Houſe, that day 
after day many of the troops in thoſe places expired through fa- 
tigue. Many dead bodies were throw: overboard, -and-others 
were carried indecently through: the ſtreets without coffins. 
Wnen be on a former night ſtated the ſhocking neglect of 
miniſtets in leaving men ſtowed in ſhips for ſeven or eight 
months a prey to diſeaſe aud death, the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, had held his information cheap, and even preſum- 


ed to deny the fact; he had, however, ſeveral letters from 
| officers 
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officers on board the fleet complaining of the faQ, who, if 
the Houſe would grant a committee, he had no doubt would 
appear at the bar, and prove the authenticacy of his informa- 
tion. He declared, that the Mayor of Plymouth in particu- 
lar had made frequent remonſtrances to government on this 
affecting buſineſs, and that no attention was paid to his letters. 
He ſuggetted the propriety of relanding of the men, rather 
than ſuffer them to proceed to their deſtination, when they 
were rendered entirely incapable of ſervice, a ſuggeſtion 
which government at length though it expedient to adopt. 

He next adverted to the flect under the command of Admi- 
ral Chriſtian; aſlerting, that miniſters were highly culpable 
in that inſtance, as he could not admit it as a juſtification for 
the delay of the fleet, whether or not the tranſport board and 
board of ordnance, ſuffered ſome idle etiquette to injure the 
public ſervice, by creating delay with reſpe& to the departure 
of the expedition: he could ſtate on the beſt authority, that 
the melancholy diſaſters which occured to that fleet, were not 
to be 9 to mere averſe winds, but to negligence in not 
ſending it out in ſmall detachments, which would have arri- 
ved in time to reinforce the army, and yield the neceſſary 
ſuccour to the iſlands. His next motion was For the pro- 
« duction of Extracts of letters from General Abercrombie, 
« and Admiral Chriſtian, with an account of tranſport board, 
and the number of ſhips foundered or miſſing.“ 

Mr. Sheridan obſerved, that he would move merely for one 
paper more; and that was a copy of his Majeſty's proclama- 
don, dated the 19th of December, 1794, tranſmitted to Gen. 
dir Adam Williamſon. In this a new light was thrown on 
the with-holding reinforcements from the Welt Indies; for 
the proclamation Rated, that his Majeſty diſdained uſing force. 
[a this, his Majeſty expreſſed his feelings for the diſtreſſes of 
the people; and wiſhed not that he ſhould be conſidered as 
conqueror, but emancipator, at the moment it pleaſed him to 
eſtabliſh martial law in the iſland. The whole Mr. Sheridan 
obſerved, was an affectation of the gaſconade ſtyle of France; 
(s laugh) Mr. Sheridan ſaid, he meant old France; for the 

'rench at this day laid aſide that bombaſtic tone. Mr. She - 
ridan proceeded to read the proclamation ; | 
« $T, DOMINGO, | 
Mole, Saint Nicholas, 10. 
| « BY THE KING, l 
„ We, William Patker, ETI Reat-Admiral of the Red, and Gotdon Forbes, 
Eſq. Viaior-General-and Commander in Chief of his Britannic Majeſty's 


torces' by land and fea. 
His 
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« His Britav1ic Majeſty, feeling for the  diſteſſes of the colony oi St. Do- 
mingo, has received favourably the ſubmiſſion of a great number of the inhadi. 
tants of every quarter, and granted them his protection. 

. « Jt was to be believed that all who had been inſtructed by the nol and the 
univerfality of calamitics, would have haſtened to unite themſelvts under his tute · 
lary authority. 

« Thus his Majeſty did not think it proper at firſt to Gf! ay that appearance of 
power which would have announced the conqueror rather than the emancip ator. 
He ſent only a {mall force, which was ſuſſcient to ſecure the general police, if the 
efferveſcence of opinion had been calm, but inſufficient. for e 
by force the great body of the miſtaken inhabitants. 

« The beneficent views of his Majeſty have been partly fruſtrated, when he 
concentrated his forces in ſome particular diſtricts to which he has reſtored their 
tranquility, their worſhip, and their opulence, 

« He has abandoned, for a moment, and with regret, the remainder of the 
colony to the ravages of anarchy. 

« But his Maje y owes it to the glory of his arms to complete by force the 
work which he undertosk from generoſity, He owes it to public morals to anni. 
kilate a ſyſtem deſtructive to all the ſocial bonds which unite the colonifts among 
themſelves, and which unite the whole to our ſovereign, 

« He owes it to his perſonal ſenſibility to hold forth a ſuccouripg hand to « 
maultitu de of worthy men, who groan in every part of the iſland, and jnvoke his 
protection. He owes to his clemency the pardoning of errors. In fine, he owes, 
to his juſtice the puniſhment of thoſe who perſiſt in refuſing the paternal and re- 
gular government which is offered them, and who, after having made acts of 
ſulmiſſion, break their oaths by committing acts of rebellion. 

« His Majeſty, by a continuation of naval victories, has fo duced the 
marine of the French Republic, that it is abſolutely impoſſible for the goyern- 
ment of that country to fend any aid; to its partizans in St. Domingo. He has 
even forced the Convention itſelf to n by an expref: decree, its nen 
in that reſpect. f 

1 His Majeſty hac, therefore, determined to ſend to St. Domingo foch a. body 
of forces, that all rell itance ſhall hencetorthy be impoſſible. 

« Incopfiding to us the command ol his forces by fea and land, his, Majeſty 
has commanded us to 1ulfil exactly the views by which he is himſelf directed. 

„ We bring then to all the inhabitants of St. Domingo, and to cach indivi- 
dyal, peace er war, proſperity or deſtruction. | 

We prowile, in the name oſ the king, that thoſe who ſubmit Ane fiat 
find, under the protection of his Majeſty, the pardon of their errors, judividual 
ſaſety, and the preſervation of their property. 

«+ Tholfe who, after a yo'untary ſubmiflion, with to leave the il and, ſhall be at 
liborty to embark tor the American continent, or for France, upon taking an 


oath not to bear arms againtt his Majeſty during the war, 
«© We 
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We declare; in the name of the king, that thoſe who ſhall reſiſt kjs arms, 


bn ex periexce all the rigour of the laws of war, imd that whoever viotates an 


oath of fidelity, ſhall be punifhed with death as a rebel. „ . 
4 2 9 857 © © Glreg inthe Houfe of the King at Mole, St. Nicholas, 
el 15 " Dec. 10, 1795. " | | 7 N * 

n! (Stel) „ PARKER and FORBBS.”/ 


On this proclamation Mr. Sheridan made a variety of ob- 
ſervations, and ' proceeded” to ſtate, that if the papers for 
which he moved were produced, he would prove to the Houſe 
a moſt ſolemn and ſerious charge of miſconduct and miſma 
nagement on the part of miniſters. It they feel bold on the 
occaſion, they ſhould feel grateful on the opportunity he gave 
them of vindicating their characters, and exculpating them- 
ſelves from thoſe charges with which they ſtand arraigned: 

Thelaſt topic on which he had any intention to trouble the 
Houſe upon this occaſion, was with reſpe& to the continuance 
of the war. Upon that ſubject, he muſt obſerve, there was 
nothing before the Houſe to juſtify thera in ſaying there was 
at this time any proſpect of peace, He hoped and truſted 
that ſome opportunity would ariſe in which they ſhould have 
an anſwer foe the miniſter what the proſpect of negotiation 
was. That they ſhould all know in a regular manner the re- 
{ult of the negotiation that had been begun, for ſilence upon 
ſuch a ſubject was extremely dangerous. The impreflion this 
had made already out of doors was confiderable ; and, although 
ſome perſons might think that we are at war now, on account 
of the atrogant claims and unreaſonable pretences of the 


French, he was convinced the general impreſſion was that we 


are at war, not on acebunt of the arrogant claims, intolerable 
pride, or unreaſonable pretences of the French, but becauſe 
the miniſter of this country has not made a fincere attempt to 
nogoeiate. Such was his opinion; and he thought it fair to 
ſpeak his own conviction upon that ſubſect. Whether the 
continuance of the war, however, be impatable to French or 
to Engliſh} counſel, nothing would inſure future ſuceeſs fo 
much as an inquiry. Aſſuming, therefore, for the fake of 
argument, what he never would admit, that the French were 
tie aggreſſors; aſſuming, what he knew to be falſe, that the 
war on gur part was juſt and ey: and even unavoida- 
ble; afluming all theſe things, merely for argument, fe would 
till ſay there was every realon for that Houſę to enter into the 
10quiry which his motions were intended to prepare; and 
therefore he truſted” he ſhould. not be oppoſed upon that ſub- 
Jt, He concluded with moving his firſt reſolution. 
F Mr, 
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Mr. Secretary Dundas ſaid, that as many of the obſerva. 
tions of the honourable gentleman, had not the moſt re- 
mote connexion with the ſubject then before the houſe, he 
ſhould not attempt to follow him through them. He could 
not however avoid remarking the very ſingular predicament in 
which the honourable gentleman had placed his majeſty's mi- 
niſters, by calling upon them to produce a variety of papers, 
many of which, whatever their private feelings might be, they 
could not, conſiſtently with their public duty, agree to lay be- 

fore the public; and then charging them with a wiſh to check 
all diſcuſſion, becauſe they cid not produce them—the honour- 
able gentleman had alluded, but not quite correctly, to ſome. 
thing that paſſed in the houſe towards the cloſe of the laſt ſeſ- 
ſion. He had ſtated that he (Mr. Dundas) had upon that oc- 
caſion regretted that the lateneſs of the ſchon prevented the 
houſe from going into an inquiry into the conduct of the war 
in the Weſt Indies, but that he had pledged himſelf to an in- 
quiry in the preſent ſeſſion. He remembered perfectly well, 
that during the laſt ſeſſion, when ſpeaking of the forces which 
had been ſent to the Weſt Indies, he ſtated that 20,000 men 
had been ſent there; he was contradicted in that aſſertion, and 
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he did certainly expreſs ſome regret that he could not then | 
with propriety prove the correctneſs of this aſſertion ; he had ; 
however by no means pledged himfelf to a general inquiry. 
He knew that he ſhould expoſe himſelf to the ſneers of the | 
honourable gentleman in the declaration he was going to 
make; he nevertheleſs would, in the moſt folemn manner, 
proteſt, that there was no one circumſtance which he defired , 
ſo anxioully as a full enquiry into every part of the conduct of 
the war in the Weſt Indies; and begged to aſſure the houſe f 
and the honourable gentleman, that a day ſhould come when + 
that buſineſs, with his majeſty's permiſſion, ſhould be thoroughly 2 
inveſtigated, when it could be done conſiſtently with the pub- Þ 
lie ſafety. Having ſaid thus much, he ſhould feel no heſitation th 
in oppoſing the inquiry at preſent propoſed by the honourable 5 
gentleman, becauſe it was impoſſible that ſuch information 10 
could be given, as would enable the houſe to form a compe- 1 
tent judgment upon the ſubject, without at the ſame time, If 
laying before the world information, which it would be highly 1 
improper to make public; or elſe they muſt go into the inquiry, i. 
without grounds to proceed upon. It was therefore the duty ot 0 
his majeſty's miniſters, and a very painful one it was, to lay 3 , g 
reſtraint upon their inclinations, which would certainly lead 45 
them moſt ſtrongly to the enquiry. It appeared to him, that Go 


it would have been full as conſiſtent with candour, if the ho- 
he] 5 | nourable 
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nourable gentlenſan had previouſly ſhewn his motions. to 
miniſters ; but he had not thought proper to do'ſo, but canie 
down with a ſtring of, he believed, one and twenty motions, 
for different ſpecies of information, upon the propriety or im- 
propriety of granting which, adwiniiration were called upon 
immediately to decide, The honourable gentleman had, upon 
a former day, certainly handed over, what he called, a ſketch 
of his intended motions ; but it could not give the leaſt infor- 
mation, as to purport, of the long ſtring of motions which he 
had now brought forward. He was going to make an obſer- 
vation, which perhaps it would he more 4dviſeable in him to 
deſiſt from, becauſe poſſibly it would encourage the honour- 
able gentleman to adopt the ſame conduct in future; but he 
really muſt confeſs he was very much puzzled at thoſe mo- 
tions: To ſome of them he ſaw no objection, but to others 
there was the ſtrongeſt. He could not however fit down 
without remarking on the ſingular line of conduct which the 
honourable gentleman had adopted, His motion chiefly re- 
lated to circumſtances which happened two years ago. At 
the end of the ſeſſion, he ſaid that he (Mr. Dundas) cloſed 
with him for an inquiry. On the firſt day of the preſent ſeſ- 
ſion, he talked in a lotty ſtyle upon the groſs miſmanagement 
of the war in the Weſt Indies; and conſidering the magnitude 
of the expedition, which was fitted out in October, and the 
preparations which have been ſince made for other armaments, 
together with the manner in which he then talked, one would 


have thought that he would have brought forward his motion 


at the very commencement of the ſeſhon ; inſtead of which, 
he gave notice of it for the 12th of April, when it could be of 
no benefit to the country ; and not till then finding himſelf in 
want of information, he began to think of moving for papers 
on which to proceed. The honourable gentleman ſeemed 
angry that he had ſpoken to his right honourable friend (Mr. 
Pitt), but certainly it was a mark of reſpect to him, becauſe 
they were conſulting upon the propriety of agreeing to ſome of 
his motions: if, however, the honourable gentleman felt him- 
ſelf ſo much intereſted upon the ſubject, it was rather ſingular 
that his anxiety had permitted him to defer the motion ſo Fae. 
If he intended this as a remedial and preventive motion, as he 
ſaid he did, it was rather aſtoniſhing that he kept it back till 
it could neither operate as a remedy, nor as a preventive. In 
one aſſertion of the honourable gentleman he begged leave to 
remind him, that he was not correct; namely, that no rein- 
forcement whatever had arrived in the Weſt e from the 
time of Sir Charles Grey's arrival to his departure. Such 
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was not the caſe: four regiments under General White had 
arrived in that interval from Cork; and notwithſtanding al! 
that had been ſaid concerning the defenceleſs ſtate of the 
illands, it was obvious that Sir Charles Grey himfelf did not 
think that they were in that condition; becauſe he diſpatches 
the whole of theſe four regiments down to St. Domingo: At 
firſt, indeed, only three of them were ſent : but the other ſoon 

followed. From that conduct he bad a right to infer, that in 
ha officer's opinion the iflands were not in a deſenceleſs ſtate 
when he left them in June, 1794, a ſhort while after-he had 
ſo_ diſpatched the regiments. If, however, the honourable 
gentleman wiſhed to proceed with candour in the buſineſs, he 
would not preſs the ſubje& at that moment, but give his ma- 
jeſty's miniſters time to conſider all the motions ; they would, 
upon a future day, ſtate to the houſe which they would aſſent 
to, and which they could not; with their reaſons. Under 
the idea that the honourable gentleman would aflent to that 
propoſition, he ſhould not take up more of the time of the 
houſe at preſent. 


right honourable gentleman. for a ſhort delay, in order to con- 
ſider what papers he ſhould grant and what he would deny, 


Seema had ſaid, of his not having brought on the ſubject 


FE &. 


afford them the tequiſite ſupply? Do you want to ſtir up 
he campaign was by this time 
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ſtate in hat reſpe& they could be productive of danger. Ihe 
right honourable gentleman had conteſted his aſſertion with 
relpe&t to Sir Charles Grey. It now, however, appeared 
from his own admiſſion, that Sir Charles Grey had not the uſe 
of one fingle man. What was the argument of the right 
honourable, gentleman? That Sir Charles Grey did not 
want reinforcements, elſe he would not have ſent three regi- 
ments to St. Domingo, and afterwards diſpatched a fourth to 
the ſame quarter. Except Sir Charles Grey had diſpatched 
this force from the inftructions of miniſters, or in the confi- 
dence of larger reinforcements being fent out for the ſecurity 
of the iſlands, the right honourable gentleman attached to him 
a heavy reſponſibility. If he had been fo miſerably miſtaken 
with teſpect to the ſecutity of the iſlands, if he had ated on 
his own authority and FRE uh then undoubtedly he, and 
not miniſters, . were reſponſible. If, however, having the 
ſolemn aſſurance, and being in the daily expectation of the 
arrival of a larger force, he took upon himſelf to difpatch thoſe 
four regiments, then miniſters were accountable. for not hav- 
ing ſeat out that force, which was eſſential to the ſecurity of 
the iſlands? On this ſubject he ſhould feel it neceffory to 
bring forward a ſhort additional motion, viz. “ That Sir 
« Charles Grey be directed to attend at the bar of this houſe.” 

Mr. Secretary Dundas ſaid, he would never fit ſilent and 
ſuffer words to be put into his mouth, which he had not ut- 
tered, He deſired the honourable gentleman to recollect, that 
he did not ſay that Sir Charles Grey might not expect other 
reinforcements, or that he thought the Weſt Indies would be 
ſafe without them after he came away, He merely confined 
his ſtatement to the fact, and the inference naturally ariſing 
from it I the time. 

Mr. Fox aſked, whether the right honourable, gentleman 
did not mean his argument to be underſtood in this way ? 
« You talk of. want of reinforcements, while Sir Chiailes 
Grey felt ſo ſecure on the ſubject, that he thought himſelf at 
liberty to diſpatch to St. Domingo, four regiments which had 
been ſent out?“ The queſtion then was, when Sir Charles 
Grey diſpatched thoſe regiments, was he in expectatiomù of additi- 
onal reinforcements ? If he thought the Weſt Indies ſafe, becauſe 
he expected reinforcements, then it became a juſt ground of 
inquiry why theſe reinforcements had nat arrived, and whether 
ticey had been kept back from unavoidable accidents, or from 
the negligence of miniſters, He profeſſed himſelf ignorant of 
of the fact; but he hoped that the real ſtate of the caſe would 
come out, He had always thought an inquiry neceſſary; and 
he no conſidered it to be indiſpenſible for the character of 
ou Charles Grey. Mr. 
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Mr. Secretary Dundas again contended, that language was 
attributed to him, which he did not uſe, He did not ſay 
that Sir Charles Grey did not expect reinforcements to be 
ſent out, or that the iſlands would have been perſectly ſafe, if 
no reinforcements had been ſent out; he merely faid, Sir 
Charles was not apprehenſive of their ſafety on the firſt of 
June, 1794; and, as a proof he had mentioned that Sir Charles 
{ent three regiments to St. Domingo, which he would not 
have done, had he apprehended danger ; and, as commander 
in chief, he had a difcretionary power. 

Mr. Fox (till contended, that the way in which the expreſ- 
fion was uſed, tended to throw the reſponſibility upon Sir 
Charles Grey, by attributing to him ſuch an opinion. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer thought that an unfair ad- 
vantage was taken of the aſſertion of his right honourable 
friend, It never could be imputed to him, that he meant to 


"flinch from reſponfibility; thoſe who knew his character 


could not for a moment ſuppoſe it, nor could they imagine 
that he meant to deliver an opinion for Sir Charles Grey, 
that could poſſibly attach cenſure to him. No man had been 
more realy to pay him the tribute of eſteem and gratitude, 
which was due to him from that Houſe and from his country, 
He had built his own glory on the triumphs of his country, 
and his right honourable friend was always warm in his nar 
But when an honourable gentleman ſhortly expreſſed an argu- 
ment, into which he afterwards meant to enter more fully, it 
was not to be expected that he ſhould guard it with every 
minute qualification. His right honourable friend had ſtated, 
as two ſtrong arguments, that on the 1ſt of June, Sir Charles 
Grey felt no immediate uneaſineſs with reſpect to the ſecurity 
of the iſlands, that he had diſpatched thofe four regiments to 
St. Domingo, and that he had ſetout on his return to this coun- 
try. If during the length of time which afterwards inter- 
vened, before any reinforcement arrived, ſome danger had inter- 
vened, which he in the firſt inſtance could not foreſee, that 


Was a point afterwards to be argued, and it would remain 


to be enquired into, whether that interval was imputable to 
the omiſhon or negligence of miniſters, or to any other cauſe 
for which they were not reſponſible, 

Mr. Francis ſaid, that he would put the queſtion upon 3 
ſhort iſſue. Was Sir Charles Grey perfectly ſatisfied of the 
ſecurity of the iſlands, from the circumſtance of being in poſ- 
ſeſſion of a force fully ſufficient for their defence, or from the 
expectation of the arrival of a greater reinforcement ? 

General Tarleton conceived that it would be found on in- 


quiry, 
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quiry, that Sir Charles Grey, in ſending General White's 
reinforcement to St. Domingo, had net followed his own diſ- 
cretion, but obeyed a politive order from government. 

Mr. Sheridan ſaid he underſtood that Sir Charles Grey was 
always of opinion that the force which he had was inſufficient 
for the ſecurity of the iſlands, Sit Charles Grey never did, 
never could make a declaration that thoſe iſlands could be 
retained without an additional force, Was not the inference 
then which the right honourable gentleman obviouſly meant 
to draw from his ſtatement, that Sir Charles Grey, on leaving 
the iſlands, was perſectly ſatisfied with refpect to their ſecurity, 
and the adequacy of the force left to protect them. Was it 
licely that Sir Charles Grey, would have acted as he did, 
except in the conviction that a larger force was to be ſent out 
for their protection? He muſt perſiſt therefore in his motion 
for the attendance of Sir Charles Grey, and the only queſtion 
he would aſk him was, Whether, upon ſending away the 
regiments and leaving the iſlands, he thought them in a ſtate 
of ſecurity, except on the ſuppolition of the arrival of ad- 
ditional reinforcements.“ 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that as this motion, 
he ſuppoſed, was to come on with the others, he ſhould not 
take up the time of, the Houſe in arguing 1t at preſent. But 
he was ſure there was no man who entertained a more exalted 
opinion of Sir Charles Grey than his right honourable friend, 
who would be as anxious to defend that gallant officer, as any 
of thoſe who appeared to be his warmelt friends. He was 
alſo ſure, that no man who knew his right honourable friend, 
would ever accuſe him of wilhing to ſhift reſponſibility from 
his own ſhoulders upon thoſe of any officer whatever. As to 
what Sir Charles Grey's opinion was, it appeared to him paſt 
all doubt; becauſe he might undoubtedly, as Commander iu 
Chief, have retained thoſe troops which he ſent to St. Do- 
mingo: what put the matter out of all doubt however was, 
that Sir Charles himſelf left the Weſt Indies. How. could it 
be ſuppoſed, that an officer, than whom one more gallant and 
brave never was employed upon any fervice, would haye 
quitted his poſt if he conceived there was any danger to be 
apprehended? Moſt undoubredly not. So far, therefore, 
from conveying any thing like an imputation upon that of- 
ticer, the truth of his right honourable friend's aſſertion reſted 
upon the high idea he entertained of his (Sir Charles Grey's) 
gallantry, The honourable gentleman had ſaid, that he was 
not ſure whether he ſhould move for an inquiry, until he had 
ſeen the Papers for which he moved, The impropricty, there- 


fore, 
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fore, of going into a committee to examine a general officer, 
relative to a great expedition intruſted to his command, mult 
be apparent to the Houſe, r ri! 
Mr. Fox admitted that the attendance of Sir Charles Grey 
could not be required till the queſtion of inquiry was decided; 
but he contended that the mode in which the name of this gal. 
lant commander had been brought ſor ward, furniſhed 6f itte 
a cogent ground for an inquiry, and ſuch as the Houſe ough: 
not to reſiſt. Sir Charles Grey might think himſelf at liberty 
to quit the iNands, in the aſſurance that a reinforcement was 
coming out, and that an officer was appointed by his Majeſty 
to aſſume the command. That was no reaſon why an inter- 
ence ſhould be drawn, that he was perfectly ſatisfied with re- 
ſpect to the ſecurity of the iſlands, if that reinforcement did 
not arrive. What had been attempted that night, furniſhed 
an illuſtration of the modern doctrine of diſcuſſion without 
inquiry. In anſwer to facts and arguments, miniſters brought 
forward partial and mutilated ſtatements, and then refuſed to 
produce the documents, by which the real ſtate of the caſe 
could be aſcertained. In the preſent inſtance, they attempted 
to theiter themſelves under the opinion of a reſpectable com- 
mander, refuſing at the ſame time to bring forward the papers 
which were neceſſary, in order to ſhew on what grounds and 
principles that opiniun was founded. Had not the preſent 
explanation taken place, they would have had the advantage 
of their unfounded inference, and the miſrepreſentation ot 
the opinion of Sir Charles would have gone abroad to the 
country. He wiſhed the papers to be brought forward, and 
to be made the ſubject of inquiry. The deciſion would then 
reſt, not on his opinion, or on that of Sir Charles Grey; it 
would be determined not by hypotheſis, but by ſacts and by 
evidence; in that way only the real merits of the cafe couid 
be aſcertained. | | 
The queſtion was then put and carried, that the debate 
ſhould be adjourned to Thurſday the twenty-eight inſtant. 
Mr. Grey, who had been abſent during the converſation, and 
who entered as the Speaker was putting the queſtion to ad- 
Journ, ſaid that he muſt beg to detain the Houſe for a ſew 
moments. Many alluſions he underſtood had been juſt made 
to a character in whom he was highly intereſted. When on 
a former occaſion he declared that he would not inter'cre in 
the ſubject of debate, it was becauſe the relation to whom he 
alluded had enjoined him not to ſtate any thing which he might 
have collected from his information, or which might ſeem to 
{tang upon his authority. With this injunction h 1 de- 
; C 3 4 R . . . » 3 +44 ous 
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ſirous to comply. At the ſame time he muſt Rate, that the 
moſt earneſt wiſh of that perſon was to have the fulleſt inquiry 
inſtituted intoe very tranſaction in which he was concerned, 
ſo far as was conſiſtent with the public intereſt. He muſt 
therefore beg, that no inference ſhould be drawn from any 
{ſuppoſed opinion of that perſon, unleſs papers were produced 
which explained the grounds and principles upon which that 
opinion was founded. Thus much be found it neceſſary to 
ſtate, in juſtice to a character whom he had every reaſon to 
reſpect and love. He therefore hoped that if any opinion of 
that perſon had been brought forward, and any inference at- 
tempted to be founded upon it, that no evidence ſhould be 
refuſed which was neceſlary to elucidate the ſubject, and that 
all the circumſtances of the caſe would undergo the fulleſt and 
moſt minute inveſtigation. Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
FRIDAY, April 22. 


Mr. Serjeant Adair concluded his reply to the writ of 
error in the caſe of the city of London and the corporation of 
Lynn, after which the Lord Chancellor propoſed a queſtion 
of law to be put to the learned judges, to which the lords 
agreed, and the queſtion was ordered to be put accordingly. 

Reccived ſeveral Bills from the Commons, which were read 


a firlt time. Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Fzipay, April 22. 

Leave was given to bring in a Bill to allow the retail of fiſii 
in Billingſgate market. 

Leacroft's eftate, Tatterſhall incloſure, and Bolton road 
Bills, were read a third time, and paſſed. 

ADDITIONAL TAX ON WINE. 

On the motion for the commitment of the Bill for impofing 
an additional duty on wine, 

Mr. Rzſe moved, that it be an inſtruction to the committee, 
to make a proviſion for prohibiting auctioneers from ſelling 
any wines, except it ſhall be proved to the commiſſioners of 
exciſe that all duties whatever, have been paid on the fame. 

General Smith thought this proviſion very ſevere, and inſtanc- 
ed the caſe of a perſon to whom a large quantity of wine 
ould be bequeathed by will, and who might wiſh to diſpoſe 
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of itz in that caſe, it would be extremely hard to apply the 
tax, and when applied, very fore on the individual, 

Mr. Raſe (aid, that without ſome ſuch proviſiony, the tax 
would loſe its effect. | | 

Mr. Sheridan faid, if it was meant that it was neceſſary to 
prove that the wine had paid the new duty, it was very hard, 
that any part of a private individual's ſtock, which he might 
have had before the tax, ſhould be compelled to pay it. He 
thought the tendency of ſuch a proviſion highly objectionable, 
and wiſhed, inſtead of it, to extend the tax to private gentle- 
men as well as to wine-dealers; if a regulation could be 
adopted to prevent exciſe officers from acceſs to gentlemens 
houſes. It was certainly fevere on the public, who could not 
lay in a ſtock of wine, to pay three ſhillings and ſixpence a 
bottle, when gentlemen, who had a ſtock by them for three or 
four years, could drink it for about two ſhillings a bottle. 

After a few words from Mr. Roſe, the Houle divided— 


Ayes 38 
Nees 20 
Majority 18 


The Houſe then reſolved itſelf into a committee, and after 
ſome time the chairman was directed to report progreſs and 
aſk leave to ſit again. 

The Houſe being reſumed, the chairman of the committee 
reported and moved accordingly. 

Reſolved, "That this Houſe will, on Monday morning next, 
reſolve itſelf into a committee to conſider further of the ſaid 
bill. | | 

Mr. Grey ſaid, the principal papers, which he had moved foi 
in contemplation of a motion of which he had given notice 
generally being at preſent on the table, he roſe to give notice 
that he intended to ſubmit certain reſolutions on Tueſday the 
eighteenth of May, reſpecting the groſs miſapplication of the 
public 2 and flagrant violation of the law, which he 
thought he ſhould be able clearly to make out by the papers 
which had been furniſhed to the Houſe, after his repeated cal's 
to miniſters for them. If he ſucceeded in carrying the 
reſolutions, he ſaid he intended to follow them up with 3 
motion for impeaching miniſters, 


DOG TAX. 


Mr. Dent (aid, that on account of the abſence of the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, he would poſtpone the committee on 
the dog tax till Monday the twenty-fifth inſtant, wiſhing it 15 
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be underſtood that he could not give up the idea of reſerving 
the proceeds for the poors“ rates, and making no difference 
between aſſeſſed and unaſſeſſed houſes, 

Mr. Sheridan did not ſee how this Bill required particularly 
the attendance of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, unleſs 
ſome particular regulation was intended with regard to the dog 
with the words © the right honourable William Pitt,“ on his 
collar, which had been detected in the act of worrying ſheep, 
or to give him a ſpecial licence to live at the public expence. 
Poſſibly it was the honourable gentleman's intention to bring 
in a clauſe to prevent any creature of the right honourable 
gentleman from preying on the public; to ſuch a clauſe he 
could have no obſection. Mr. Sheridan ſaid, he had read the 
Bill, and fairly owned he did not think a fingle clauſe of it 
could ſtand, he would, therefore, adviſe the framers of it to 
withdraw it and prepare a new one; at leaſt he would re- 
commend it to the Secretary of the Treaſury to have one 
ready. 


GENERAL INCLOSURE, 


Sir John Sinclair brought up the report of the ſelect com- 
mittee, to whom the Bill for facilitating the diviſion and in- 
cloſure of waſte lands and commons, by agreement among 
the parties intereited therein, or a certain proportion thereot, 
and for removing certain legal diſabilities, that might other- 
wiſe ſtand in the way of tuch agreement, was committed. 
He (aid, that from the difficulty of making arrangements and 
removing legal diſabilities, it was neceſſary to make a com- 
plete alteration in the Bill: yet as all were agreed on the ge- 
neral principle, he ſa no reaſon to ſtop its progrels in its firſt 
ſtages ; he therefore would wiſh to refer the report to a com- 
mittee of the whole Houle, if convenient, next week. 

Mr. Curiwen ſaid, that he withed for ſome time for the pub- 
lic, to conſider the Bill, and the conſequences it was likely to 
produce. It was, he thought, highly improper to puſh it 
torward precipitately. 

Mr. Duncombe declared, that it appeared to him to be more 
adviſeable to let it lie over for the preſent ſeſſion; by which 
time the ſenſe of parliament would be better aſcertained re- 
ipecting what proviſions it might de proper to adopt. 

Mr. Zuſſey ſaid, his opinion was, that the country would 
find themſelves diſappointed in the expectations they had 
formed of the Bill. It was therefore matter of indillerence bh 
to him whether it lay over for the preſent, or were totally re- | k | 
"lnquiſhed ; vecauſe it did not go to the root of the evil, and 4 
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could do little or nothing towards bettering the circumſtances 
of the poor of this country. If parliament wiſhed to take 
any efteQua) ſtep, any ſalutary meaſure in this way, they 
ought, in limine, to bring in a Bill for ren and incloſing 
the whole of the King's foreſts and the crown lands. While 
we were giving bounties for grain from foreign markets, 
there was lan cacugh in theſe foreſts and waſtes, which lay 


"Idle and dormant, if reclaimed, to ſupply abundantly the 


wants of the whole of the people. If theſe were firſt incloſed, 
then the whole of the waſte lands might in time be, in the 
ſame manner, improved. Till that were done, in was in 
vain to be urging meaſures of a partial nature and not at all 
likely to prove effectual. | 

Mr. Lechmere faid, he agreed with the honourabie gentle- 
tleman who ſpoke Jaſt, that the King's foreſts ought to be re- 
claimed for the uſe of the country, he was, however, never- 
theleſs of opinion, that much good would be affected by the 
general incloture propoſed; and for that reaſon he would give 
the Bill his decided ſupport. 

Captain Berkeley faid, as the Bill affected the whole landed 
intereſt of the country, more time ought to be given. "Though 
much remained to be done, ſtill the report ought to be referred 
to the conſideration of gentlemen, becauſe this would be 
paving the way to future umprovements. 

Lord Shiffield thought, that whether the Bill were to pat 
in the preſent ſeſſion or not, ſtill it was defirable that it ſhould 
be re-committed : for, even ſuppoſing it did not paſs now, it 
would be better to have the Bill printed, and go into the coun- 
ty tor general inſpection, 

Mr, Powys laid, if it was intended that the Bill ſhould paſs 
in the preſent ſeſſion, a delay at this period of it might prove 
inconvenient, becauſe many gentlemen materially inter eſted 
might be prevented from attending. 

Sir Jahn Sinclair ſaid, he certainly wiſhed the Bill might 
paſs this preſent ſeſſion. He ſpoke of the utility of general 
incloſures ; and obſerved, that the report being confidered, 
could in no degree preclude the good effects which, he was 
aware, would be owing to ſuch a meaſure. He then moved, 
« That the Bill be printed, and that the report be referred to 
a committee of the Houſe on Weenelday the fourth of May ;” 
which was ordered accordingly, Acjourned, 


HOUSE 
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HOUSE OF LORDS, 


MonpaAY, 4;ril 25. 


Went through the Bills upon the table. 
Bar Mhiira's Debtor and Creditor Bill was put off. 
Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Moxpar, April 25. 


Mr, Elliatt brought in a Bill for preventing unlawful com- 
binations among workmen in the paper manufactories, aud 
for the better regulation of their wages, which was read a 
firlt time, and ordered to be read a ſecond. 

Powell's eſtate, Fawke's eſtate, Grimſbury harbour, Eve- 
ton drainage, and Hampton Poyle incloſure Bills, were read 
a third time and paſſed. ; | 

Mr. Alderman Anderſan moved for leave to bring in a Bill 
for the relief of coal-heavers on the Thames, between Lon- 
don-bridge and Greenwich, and to prevent frauds in their 
employment. Leave was granted, and Mr. Alderman Auder- 
ſon, Mr. Alderman Luſhington, the Lord. Mayor and City 
members deſired to prepare and. bring it in. 

Mr. Mainwaring brought up the report of the committee, 
with the amendments on the Bill to prevent frauds in the ſale 
of hay and ſtraw, when the Bill was ordered to be printed, 
and the report taken into further conſideration next Thurſday. 

A meſſage from the Lords announced the paſſing of ſeveral 
private Bills, and deſired the concurrence of the Houſe to a 
Bill for divorcing James Chriſtie, Eſq. from Elizabeth Le: 
his wife, and to enable him to marry again. 


The Speater (aid, that he had received a letter from the per- 
{on appointed to make an index to the eleven laſt volumes of 
the Journals of the Houſe, informing him that the work was 
completed, he therefore thought proper to ſuggeſt to the Hove 
the propriety of appuinting a Committee to examine the 
index, and report their opinion upon it. A motion to that 
ellect was accordingly made and agreed to. 

| WINE DUTY BILL. f 

Mr. Kg (aid, there was an irregularity in this Bill, which 
would pernaps render it neceftary to withdraw it, and to intro- 
ducc a new Bill; a clauſe reſpecting auctioneers ſelling wine 
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had been by miſtake inſerted in the Bill, without the conſent 
of the Houſe ; it certainly was his intentien to have moved 
for leave to introduce ſuch a clauſe, and after he had obtained 
leave, it would have been regular to have put it in the Bill, out 
it was inſerted before he had gone through the neceſſary form ; 
he ſhould therefore move for leave to withdraw it. 

Mr, Sheridan ſaid, he did not riſe to object to the motion, 
he was in hopes, however, that the honourable gentleman 
would have found other defects to ground his motion on. He 
had already ſtated, that he thought it very improper that the 
ſtock of perſons ſelling wine ſnould have been taken before 
the Bill had paſſed into a law, and he was totally at a loſs to 
know how the new duty could attach, or any penalty in caſe 
of ſelling it, upon the old duties only, could be laid before 
that law had really been decreed. - A cafe he ſaid, had hap- 

d that morning, where a perſon had ſent out wine to his 
cuſtomer, burdened with the charge of the old duties only, 
and an exciſe officer had ſeized the wine. He wanted to 
know by what authority the exciſe officer had made that 
ſeizure, 

Mr. Roſe ſaid, he believed the honourable gentleman had 
been milinformed upon the ſubject—the ftock of the wine 
merchants had undoubtedly been taken, and a note left with 
them, ſtating, that ſuch might become liable to a duty, here- 
after to be impoſed by parliament, of Which he might, cr 
might not avail himſelf in the mean time, 

The Bill was then withdrawn, and a new Bill ordered to 
be brought in. 


CITY COURT OF CONSCIENCE. 


Mr. Alderman Luſhington moved, that the Bill for the 
better recovery of {mall debts within the city of London, be 
read a third time. | hy 

Mr. Jehll begged once more to call the attention 6f the 
Houſe to this Bill, which appeared to him extremely objecti- 
onable in point of principle. The object of it was to enable 
the court of Requeſts in London to try and determine, in 
caſes of debt up to five pounds inſtead of forty ſhillings, which 
was now the extent of its juriſdiction. He begged to obſerve, 
that this-court was eſtabliſhed by an authority not the molt 
favourable to the trial by jury: It was eſtabliſhed by council 
in the reign of Henry VIII. confirmed by an act of James J. 
and afterwards by an act of George II. about forty years ago. 
The Houſe muſt perceive that the effect of this Bill would de 
to take away the trial by jury in à great vartery of caſes, and 
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in lieu thereof, to give a ſummary juriſdiction to theſe com- 
miſſioners. One of the arguments in favour of this Blll was, 
the difference in the value of money now, and at the time the 
eſtabliſhment was made; that argument however went to 
prove that this principle ought to be adopted generally all 
over the kingdom, and not only in the city of London, 
which certainly was the place the leaſt of all others that re- 
quired ſuch. à regulation, becauſe” it had two other courts, 
viz, the Mayor's court, and the Sheriff's court, who were 
competent to try. cauſes of this deſcription, and they had this 
advantage, that very able lawyers preſided in them, and the 
trial was by jury, who were certainly full as competent to 
decide upon a queſtion of debt as theſe commiſſioners. Many 
queſtions of law. might ariſe in this court, upon which the 
commiſſioners could not be competent to decide, particularly 
upon the. ſtatute of limitations and the ſtatute of diſtributions z 
their mode of proceeding alſa, by taking the oath of the party, 
was in oppoſition to the general principle of the Engliſh law. 
He underſtood that a plan had been in agitation to give the 
ſeſſions a power to try cauſes to the amount of ten pounds, 
but he did not know whether it was to be carried into execu- 
tion; at all events however upon the grounds he had ſtated, 
he ſhould oppoſe this Bil, the third reading of which he moved 
o be poſtponed for three months. 
Mr. Morris Robinſon (poke againſt the Bill, as tending to 
take away the trial by jut. | - 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer lamented that gentlemen 
dad not given this ſubject more conſideration, and he con- 
felled that he had not himſelf revolved it in his mind with 
ſufficient attention. It would undoubtedly be a very deſir- 
able circumitance, if ſome plan could be deviſed for trying 
cauſes of this deſcription, and at the ſame time retaining juries, 
and diminiſhing the delay and expenee of the proceedings; 
the gentlemen, who propoſed this Bill, he was perſuaded 
would infinitely prefer a. plan of that kind, if it could be ef- 
tected, At this advanced {ſtage of the ſeſſions, he thought it 
would be better not to preſs forward a Bill of this nature. | 
Mr. Alderman Luſhington agreed with the right honourable 
gentleman, but obſerved, that, although there were two other 
courts in the City for taking, cogniaance of ſmall debts, yet 
ihe expence of ſuit in thoſe courts was enormous, when com- 
pared with the ſum conteſted, and the expence of obtaining a 
TY in the court of ; conſcience. He had, however, no 
odjection to poſtpone. u for the preſent, © 
The b reg of the Bill was then put off for three 


months, 
COLONED 


192 


Mid 120 - COLONEL/CAW/THORNE. .. 
- General Smith ſaid, that he had read with. great attention 
the proceedings of the court martial-upou Colonel Cawthorne, 
and he was more than ever confirmed in the opiuon he betore 
entertaitied upon this ſubject. He had only theretore to move, 
* That the copy of the proceedings of court martial be 
taken into conſideration on Friday the twenty-ninth inſtant 
next, and that John Fenton Cawthorne, Etq. be directed to 
attend in his place on that occaſion.”  _ | 
Lord Tyrconnel ſaid, he thought the Houſe had not had ſuf. 
ſicient time to conſider the proceedings; and as the gentle- 
man himſelf wiſhed to ſtate his defence to the Houle, he 
thought there could be no objection to ſubſtitute Monday the 
fecond of May, inſtead of Friday the twenty - ninth inſtant. 
Mr. Dent ſaid a few words to the fame purpoſe ; after 
which it was agreed that the Houſe ſhould take the proceed- 
ings of the court martial into conſideration on Monday next, 
and it was ordered that John Fenton Cawthorne, Eiq. do at- 


tend in his place on that occaſion, 


DOG TAX. 


The order of the day having been moved by Mr. Dent, 
and read, for the Houſe to reſolve itſelf into a committee on 
this Bill; and the queſtion being put for the Speaker leaving 
the chair. G . 

Mr. Sheridan faid, he expected that a motion would have 
been made to withdraw the Bill, and on that account he for- 
merly recommended his Majeſty's miniſters to have another 
ready, as he conceived it would be loſing time to attempt to 
amend it. He had never ſeen-a Bill ſo abſurd and objection- 
able throughout before, and indeed he was not ſorry that it 
was ſo ; it appeared to him a juſt puniſhment, far. the pride 
and preſumption of thoſe perſons who, becauſe they "retain a 
ſear in that Houſe, imagine themſel ves to be ſo many Chan- 
cellors of the Exchequer, and impatiently ſtep forward to pro- 
pote new taxes. Iuſtead of being deſirous to take the manage- 
ment of finance out of the miniſter's hands, he thought it would 
de better for them to leave it where it is; becauſe by Leaving 
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ſe a tax on whatever ſubject he thought proper, but 
Alete at preſent befote diem did not, by any bap 

exerciſe” of that diſeretion, offer much F e yg" 2 
car gentlemens imitation; He knew not whether. the 
nourable mover of the Bill was ſtimulated upon Pythagor 
principles, to f 1 t thoſe. reſentments or antipathies 
which Fe might have c ceived in forme former ſtate of exiſt- 
ence a a face of an Auel o long diſtinguiſnhed as 
friends and favourites of men; he would undertake howev 
to ſhew 423 the Preſent't Bin vas hot admiſſible i in any of i 
provi 

17 regard Ieh the Bill tefelf, be never met one We 
ordinatily wotded ; the'folly of it extended even to the title ; 
the title ſhould have” been 4 tax Bill, it was pevettheleſs en- 
titled 1 * in for the better proteion of the pet ſons and 
prope bis' 00 s ſubjects' againſt the evil ariſing 
from dee of dogs, by ſubjecting the keeping or 
having ſuch dogs, to a duty.“ ! Hiixs, inſtead of capping, 
as it generally had been ſuppoſed, that dogs were better than 
watchmen for the protection of ptoperty, people might be led 
to imagine, that dogs were guilty of half the burglaries uſually 
committed, and that this was 4 new diſcover "Ys 

In the preamble there was the ſame fin * _ of phra- 
ſcology—it began with ſtating that OR and 
ſerious dangers, injuries and Kere 
the Houſe" would àdmire the beauty of that 9 1 
more eſpecially the calamities of canine madneſs, of late 
aarmingly increaſing, frequently happen to the perſons of hi 
majeſty*s ſub} jects, and to their cattle aud other property.” 
lt certainly Fs by no means extraordinary that a man's cat 
tle ſhould be injured by the bite of a m „but he could 
not conceive What was meant by other property, as he h: 
never before heard that property could be a with the 
bydrophabia,” In The Adventurer, a periodical paper publiſhed 
by the in genious Dr, Hawkeſworth, herembered, indeed, a fort 
of Ws account of a dog that bit a hog in the ſtreets; 
the hog bit a farmer, and the farmer bit a cow 3: and, 
was moſt extraordinary, each conveyed his peculiar qual 
the other; the bog barked like a dog, the farmer ? 
a bog, and the cow did the beſt ſhe could to talk like the far- 
ner. He ſhould have imsgined chat there muſt have been 
W cox like this tion in inanimate things alſo, by the 

honourable e gentleria n efran's Tookit ſo my carefully after [prop 
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with the hydrophobia. he conceived ſuch a phraſe could not 
have been introduced. * AY e e e 
The houſe was in a loud and inceflant roar of laughter, 
duripg the whole of this ſpeech.] 8 
The next part of the Bill he had to notice was a clauſe, the 
blank of which he hoped would never be filled; it ſolemnly 
ſtated, *for and in reſpect of every ſuch dog, and for and in 
reſpect of every ſuch bitch,” a ſum nercafter to be fixed was 
to be paid, and a regiſter of ſuch payments poſted on the church 
door, where the parties reſide. If the Bill therefore paſſed, 
they ought to paſs another to enlarge all the church and 
chapel doors throughout the kingdom, for what with one tax 
'and another, a regiſter of the perfons liable to the payment of 
which was to be affixed on church doors, no modern church 
or chapel door would be capable of containing a regiſter of 
them all. He underſtood the interior ſpace of thoſe edifices 
was in general capacious enough for the reception of thoſe who 
frequented them; but to contain ſuch regiſters as were now 
propoſed, 'would, he feared, be too much for the gates of any 
modern eccleſiaſtical'ſtruture. nn 
The way in which the Bill propoſes to enforce its proviſions, 
he ftigmatized as moſt unprincipled, cruel, and inhuman. 
He 8 adverted to the clauſe in which it was propoſed 
ce that no perſon or perſons ſhall beiable'to any fuit, action or 
information, conviction, penalty, or puniſhment, for or on 
account of the killing, deftroying, or converting to his, her, or 
their own uſe, any dog or dogs, bitch of bitches, for which the 
keeper or owner thereof ſhall not have paid a certain ſum.” 
If this clauſe were to remain, and any perſon did de ſtroy or 
convert, as the phraſe is, another perſon's dog, he would moſt 
probably aſſume that it was not paid for, or otherwiſe by what 
means could it commonly be proved? | 
So far the Bill was repugnant to the principles of humanity, 
ſince it was nothing leſs than 4 death-wartant to that 
valuable race of animals. He wanted to know alſo, what 
principle the Bill acted upon, that the Tame privilege ſhould 
not be given for converting horſes, ſince there was a certain 
Tpecies of dogs, ſuch as pointers, ſetters; &c. that were ſcarcely 
leſs valuable. According to the ſame mode of reaſoning, ex- 
tend it to the Bill for enforcing the ſtamp” duty upon Hats, and 
vou make ſure of a general /crambl? for hats ar which the 


_ "wearers have not paid the duty - but apply it to the bair-powder 


licence, and the conſequence mult be, that every informer ſhall 
be àuthoriſed to convert to his own uſe the bead of any man 


Ho ventutes't6 wear powder, and has nof paid the duty, 
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It was true that after any perſon bad loſt his dog in this man- 
ner, a clauſe was provided whereby he might bring an action, 
and maintain a right to recover damages from the converter; 
but how would it happen if the dog, ſtill fond of his former 
attachments, ſhould follow his old maſter ? That maſter 
might, in ſuch caſe, be whipped as a dog-ftealer, though he 
ſhould aſterwards gain an action to prove the proſecutor the 
thief, The deprivation in this inſtance was not all; by the 
general laughter which the tax would occafion, they were 
liable to convert into ferocity that mild and humane character 
which had hitherto been the pride and juſt boaſt of Engliſh- 
men. Were the national manners likely to be improved by a 
{yſtem which. tended te familiariſe and reconcile the eyes of 
the riſing . ſpectacle of ſeeing thoſe animals 
laughtered or hanging at their doors, which they had been 
accuſtomed to confider as their friends and play-fellows-? 
The charge of ingratitude would alſo lay againſt them for 
ſuch a decree of maſlacre againſt theſe aſefal animals, at the 
very time when they acknowledged them as allies of the com- 
bined powers and when their brethren: formed a part of that 
combined army in Jamaica, which was fighting ſucceſsfully 
againſt the Maroons, and ſupporting the cauſe of order, 
humanity, and religion. | 30 

He came at laſt to one qualifying clauſe, which was intended 
to enact, that puppies, when born, ſhould not be liable to the 
penalty. He wiſhed to know at what time they were to be 
made liable, and by what pariſh regiſter they were to acquire 
the knowledge of the birth of puppies, for he thought there 
would be ſome difficulty in getting people to came forward.and 
record the preciſe hour at which the bitch litters; A doctrine 
had been inculcated that dogs devour. the ſuſtenance of the 
poor; and therefore they were to be placed in the ſtate of a 
beſieged garriſon, and feed upon the fare of dogs and cats. 
The bill in this inſtance tended to defeat its own object; 
could it be ſuppoſed; that the poor, at this moment of dearth and 
(careity, could afford to divide their ſcanty meals with ſuch 
animals; and if they dio, what was the concluſion, but that 
they would rather deprive themſelves of ſome of the neceſlaries 
of life, than leſe their dumb, but faithful companions. Upon 
the ſcore of humanity he had. till another objection to offer, 
If the bill paſſed, there would be ſo many dogs knocked on the 
hed, that it would tend to harden the minds of the; common 
people to ſcenes and acts of ctuelty and murder, and the mere 
fight of ſo many curs hanging at che doors of the Jower orders 
ot people, already too 1 complained of for their 
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brutality to. ſpeechleſs. animals, , might lead. to far more fata 
- conſequences., If the tax were levied only upon hounds ang 
orting; dogs, he ſhould oppoſe it, hecauſe it would tend to the 
diminution of the ſew. pleaſures which induce gentlemen to 
ſpend their fortunes an their own. e e theſe ground 
he wiſhed the Ar might.no be perliſted s. 
The Secretary at Il ar ſaid, he did not mean to object to the 
whole of the Bull, but to, part of it only. He thought a tar 


upon all ſporting dogs 1 becauſe they were a kind of luxury, 


and their owners could afford to pay. There appeared how 
ever a, paſſion, ſpleen, and enmity, agiuſt the canine race in the 


formation of the Bill, that amounted 2 to an extermination 


of the ſpecies. From the tenor of it he ſhould have been apt 


to imagine that Actæon had revived, or that ſome fabulous 


divinities had deſcended tq pronounce an eternal ban and curſe 
on the whole race of dogs... They certainly at times were 
diſagreeable, and he bad felt that inconvenience, but he ſhould 
have been loth to have avenged himſelf upon the whole ſpecies 
in conſequence of a little temporary inconvenience. It was 
unworthy this or any country, to Jeyy a rate on any animal be- 
cauſe that animal was not employed intilling ground, or becauſe 
the poor might feed on dog's fleſh. The concluſion that natu- 
rally reſulted from the general tenour of the Bill, and the argu] 
ments that had been ur 1 in ſupport of it, warranted the idea, 
that it was generally admitted, that there was not room enough 
on earth, for men and dogs. The henourable gentleman had 
entered into a number af calculations, to ſhew the number of 
dogs, and the quantity of proviſions they conſumed, he ſeemed 


to have ſorgotten that there was a great body of waſte which 


they deſtroyed, which, if they were annibilated, would become 


- a greater nuiſance. He ſeemed to imagine, that all the refuſe 


now given to dogs, would go to human creatures, No fuch 


thing, dogs conſumed a great quantity of offal, which could 


not well be otherwiſe diſpoſed of, and conſequently his calcu- 
lation an the ſcore of proviſions. conſumed was exceedingly 
erroneous. He had alſo excited an alarm upon this head, by 
obſerving that population, increaſes with proviſion. It un- 
doubtedly did, but not if there be a greater quantity of provi- 
ſions than the conſumers require, How much of the pro- 
duce, of the earth goes to other purpoſes than the food of man? 
Does not the honourable gentleman, himſelf give to his coach- 
horſes and his ſaddle-borſes, what would ſerye for human 


ſogd? When the ſuſtenance of men was conſidered, their 
comforts and well-being , muſt alſp be conſidered; if they 


were not, ſociety would reyext to rudeneſs and barbariſm. 
With regard to that part of the bill which related tothe bogs 


kat 
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of the poor, his objections were two numerous to repeat. 
dome dogs are retained by the poor as implements of trade, 
and the legiſlature ought not to tax the means of living, but 
the expenditure of the people. Some were retained for their 
companionable qualities, which did credit to both parties, and 
when the protection and winning attachment of a dog was re- 
membered, it is unkind to propoſe any plan which ſhould tend 
to deſtroy him. Dogs kept for ſporting were peculiar to the 
rich, though he did not mean to arraign' ſporting, be 
thought it.oot the higheſt fort of amuſement, inaſmuch as it 
reduced the hunter to the condition of the animal he hunted. 
With the rich it might be taxed, but with the poor the afﬀec- 
tian for a dog was ſo natural, that in poetry and painting it 
had been conſtantly recorded, and in any fort of domeſtic re- 
preſentation, we ſcarcely ſee a picture without it. If the rich 
man feels a partialty for a dog; what muſt a poor man do who 
has ſo few amuſements? He would be deſtitute without one. 
It is the companion of his laborious hours, and when he is 
bereft of his wife and children, fills up the drear vacuity. It 
is a well-known fact that Alexander Selkirk, upon whoſe 
narrative the ſtory of Robinſon Cruſoe was founded; fought 
the fociety of every animal upon the deſart iſland, except 
thoſe he was obliged. to kill for food. That was his greateſt 
ſatisfaction, and a dog affords a ſimilar ſatisfaction to the poor, 
Would the houſe then ſacrifice that honeſt; virtuous fatidfac- 
tion? An honourable gentleman behind him (Mr. Buxton) 
diſapproved of any difference between the poor and rich,” be- 
cauſe he wiſhed for equality, forgetting that equal burdens are 
laid upon unequal powers, and that they ought to be propor- 
tioned in the ſame manner as rewards and'punifhmetits. But 
although he wiſhed the tax to be levied upon porting dogs} he 
was a friend to the game Jaws, and to ariftocraticat diſtine- 
tions, and he thought all the arguments that had been urged 
againſt the game laws were recommendations in their favour, 
provided they were not preſſing. He did not think that poor 
men kept dogs for the deſtruction of game, and he live#in a 
game _— where he was qualified to judge; if a poacher 
even wanted a dog for that purpoſe he could afford to pay for 


it, As to the worrying of ſheep, the dogs commonly kept by 
poor people were too (mall, for the dogs that worry ſheep are 
pointers, bounds, lurchers, guard- dogs, '&e, and whenever 
they are once guilty of that vice, they will never leave it off 
till they are deſtroyed, but dead or alive they haunt the animal, 
and have been known to tear the ſkits in tanfiers? yards. He 
telt in perfe& conformity with his hond friend, when he 
did not wiſh to leave any aſſeſſment on ttc poor; if people fo 
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poor and diſtreſſed as fome were who kept dogs, would deprive 
themſelves of part of their food to keep a doꝑ, that was the beſt 
argument for the value of the animal, and he knew if they were 
aſleſſedꝭ how was they would be to be taken up by the 
pariſh. officers. , An honourable friend (Mr. Buxton) had 
ſaid that no perſon who receives relief from the pariſh, ought 
to be allowed to keep a dog. He differed from him in opi- 
nion, becauſe the whole claſs of labourers are ſo liable to ap- 
ply for relief, on account of the equal balance of their earnings 
and expenditure, that every accident or calamity ſubjects them 
to it. It would be cruel and impolitic to paſs ſuch a law, 
becauſe it was a ſort of law every man would revolt from. 
The dog is a companion to the ſolitary man, and to the man of 
family a playfellow for his children; theſe conſiderations in- 
duced him to wiſh that ſatisfaction to be preſerved to the poor. 


The b tag war ſaid, he had been led on by the ſubject 


further than he intended, but he could not think of facrificing 
any man's feelings to intereſt ſo-pecuhar to his own,” | | 
Mr. S. R. Penton ſaid, he objected to the general principle 
of the bill. The moſt beggarly nation would not adopt a mea- 
ſure calculated to exterminate the whole of the canine ſpecies; 
even in Turkey where the dogs are conſidered as unclean 
beaſts, they are treated with ſome degree of kindneſs. In 
ſome parts of Germany, dogs were taxed according to their 
ſize, a regulation which, if it was to take place in this king- 
dom, would ſubject him to a ſevere impoſt, as — 
ed one of his dogs againſt a nobleman in the other houſe, 
when the dog outweighed the peer by a pound. The hang- 
ing of dogs would familiarize the people to barbarity, and the 
circumſtance of a park-keeper once killing a favourite ſpaniel 
belonging to him when he was a boy, and cutting the animal's 
bead off afterwards with a hatchet, made ſuch an impreffion on 
his mind, that neither had been, nor he was perfuaded evet 
would be eraſed from his memory. Had he had the hatchet 
in his hand, and the park-keeper in his power at that time, be 
he could not now ſay what might not have been the conſe- 
quence, How then could the houſe: take upon itſelf to pro- 
nounce, that the poor man placed in a ſimilar ſituation would 
not be actuated by ſimilar feelings. As far as a tax on luxury, 
he had no objection to the bill; but the poor ſhould certain 
be exempted. On the whole the bill appeared to him to be b 


extremely exceptionable, that he recommended it to be with- 


din, e bios bat goods. : 4h 04 55 21 
Mr. Buxton ſaid, he did not riſe for the purpoſe of following 
- the honourable. gentleman on the other ſide, or the right ho- 


noutable the ſeretary at war, in the very ingenious ae 
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they had made; but as ſomething had been faid, infinuating 
that the ſupporters of the tax were actuated by an inhuman 
rinciple, he felt it incumbent on him to ſay for himſelf, that 
in the part he took in it, he was ſwayed" by the moſt” pure 
principles of humanity ; on ſuch he conceived'a meafute to 
de founded,, which avowedly had for its object giving food 
and raiment to the poor, and preventing the waſte and coſt 


which they incurred from an idle, uſeleſs partiality. IF a poor 


man kept a dog for poaching, to take that dog away was to 
ſerve him-and his family, as it took away the very inſtrument 
and inducement to prodigality, idleneſs and loſs of time. He 
believed he had as good means as any other gentleman of 
judging of the fact; and he could aver, that the really in- 
N poor ſeldom. wiſhed to keep a dog. Beſides, as re- 
garding the animal itſelf, the bill was fraught with humanity, 
the dogs kept by the poor being in general almoſt ſtarved, 
Mr. Dent ſaid, he: doubted; not that thoſe who had oppoſed 
the Bill fo ſtrenuouſly, would return to their conſtituents 
much the happier for the ſpeeches they had delivered; for his 
own part he was ſatisfied that by the conduct he had followed, 
he tad done his duty. It was faid that every man fet up to be 
his own Chancellor of the Exchequer, and it appeared to him, 
that every man ſet up to be his own buffoon. By the preſent 
Bill, no intention prevailed to turn it in any reſpe to the pre- 
ſervation of game. This was not its purpoſe. It was faid 
that a dog was a harmleſs play-fellow to the children of the 
cottager, but he had received a letter to ſhew what Kind of 


play-fellow.it was. The letter ſtated that à perſon who had 


ſeren children, among whom his dog had been uſed to play, 
was bit by this dog, and four of his children, in conſequence 
of which, they had all died of the hydrophobia. At Mancheſ- 
ter thirty-three perſons. within à twelvemonth, had been ad- 
mitted into the inſirmary, affected with this deſperate malad g 
and at Southampton two or three hundred perſons had been bit. 


Perhaps theretore it would be as much to the credit of gentle- 


men, if they ſerved the cauſe of humanity ſeriouſly, before 
they indulged themſelves in amuſing the Houſe with the flaſhes 
of their wit, and the pleaſantry of their humour. It had been 


much inſiſted that no conſiderable quantity of proviſions Wãas 


conſumed by dogs, but the fact was, a great deal of the food 
which might be uſeful to alleviate the wants of the poor was 


appropriated to their uſe, Sheep heads, and what was uſually ; 
loid with them by the butcher, could not be obtained by the 
poor, they, were-all bought np for the uſe of dogs, though an 
8 
An 


article of that kind wonld ſerve à man and nis family t 
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Ire uleman had gone lat as Turkey do ſhew 
wh l — abitants 'of thy.. en of dog 9 fo 


| the accommodati 
carnal bende did not ſeem to know 
were in this country per ſons.who ,employe om Wat to 
attend thoſe animals, while they at the lame time ,withheld 
from the poor that relief which humanity ſhould ingucy them 
to beftow. He faid, he could never. agree tb any diſtinction 
of the ſums to be impoſad upon the rich and the poor. Such 
inequality he conſileted the ſame in en as aland tax, 
and he could vie it in no other light, Tee in the Bill, 
was 7 not revenue, and to 8288 dreadful mi- 
ſeries ar! fog from the trequen Jo hydrophobia. He: wiſhed 
that the Bill though paſſed, ſhould not have. force for fix 
months, by this means aot tœoccaſſon ihe immediate deſtruc- 
tion of a number of dogs, but hy to effect a dimipution 
by diſencouraging the breed. He conſidered it as à falſe hu- 
manity which was affected by the idea of diminiſhing the com. 
forts of the poor man in depriving him of his dog, while in 
reallity this would evable him. better to provide for his. family. 
When it ſhould be known that a cottager might keep a dog 
without being ſubject to a duty, there would. not be a cottage 
in the kingdom without one. He was perſuaded, and he had 
letters from every patt of the country, eſpecially from ſheep 
counties, that cohfirmed bim in his opinion, that though a tax 
of a guinea, or even five, were laid on the dog, it would ſoon 
be regained by the ſaving of ſheep, immenſe numbers of which 
were now deſtroyed. The expence of a dog amounted at 
leaſt to a.penoy a day, and upon his calculation of the whole 
number at a Million, which was. moderate, more money was 
conſumed on dogs, than the whole produce of the poor rates. 
The fame expence that a dog occahobed would be ſufficient 
to maintain a child, and he was ſure that it would. be a yery 
gre treat ſaying to the poor, were they by any means relieved 
om this burden. Ihe clauſe which, be propoſed ſhould at- 
feet the poor who kept dog, had nothing new in its princi- 
[2.18 "The þ ine ipal inhabitan ats 3 my "towns 1 in the north of 
n gland, Wt 1175 of the city ad gol into a reſo- 
luton not to relie Ve the. 2525 1525 pt dogs... It Was conſe- 
quendy 2 falſe argument that the Bi 1 325 1 "hat view to 
take away the poor Ai 's com es 1 05 
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impoflible to ſdreſee to what crimes' "at length be 
driven. It appeared to him, that there had been an atuici+ 
pation of this tax by the Chancellor of the Exchequer 3 28 in 
looking over the printed papers of the collectors of the laſt 
year, he had found; after ihe enumeration of other taves, the 
dog tax alſo mentioned. He ſtill was of opinion, that the pro» 
duce of the tax ſhould go to the poor rates, r take 
the ſenſe of the Houſe on that point. 

Mr. Colrteridy faid, he was as yet an enemy to the Bit, as 
though he had liſtened with all becoming attention to the very 
able and argumentative ſpeech of the new Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, One ſtatement of the honourable gentleman tad 
indeed ſtartled im as 2 little paradoxical, namely,” that in 
which he calculated the expence of feeding dogs, as well thoſe 
that eat nothing, as thoſe that eat much, at one penny a day. 
This was fo extraordinary, that without further — 
he could not pay au attention to it. The honourable 
ieman had fixed h his den tes canini in all who oppoſed the il, 
and was ſo angry with them, that he reprobated every ching 
belonging to them; he had ever avowed that ex de; 
cauſe they uſed it againſt his meaſure. 5955 

Tue honourable gentieman had ſtated, that every man was 
his owrt b if he wiſtied to follow the example, he muſt 
prevail on the Chancellor of the Exchequer to fend him into 
the other Houſe, as he had ſtock enough to enable him to act 
by proxy. The honourable gentleman in his ſtudies ſeemed 
to negl & that of ancient 2 he might profit by 
the example of the diſciples of Pythagoras, who were enjoined 
to keep ſilence for at leaſt ſeven years. + He never — ſuch 
virulence- uſed as the honourable gemleman had exerciſed 
azainſt the unfortunate dogs. From his langua he ſhould 
{appoſe that he was ſeiged with the hydrophobiaz if fo, his d 
reſpect for wit would vanith, for the poet ſays,” 1 

„ Great wit with madneſs fure is neat allicd, - 


* de thn ente wet bett, bat. eee AUD 


I the honourable gent! tleman bet beeg bit by a mad dog, it 
might have. F at, Which KA To nearly allied to 
wadnels . 3 it Ma, he bad not the leaſt chance of being trou- 
9 LY N hat uplycky e Which he ſeemed to bear eb Has © 
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periment. The book-wasextant, and, entitled “ Sailers Lee. 4 

tert.“! He would recoftamend it to the peruſal of the honour. b 

able gentleman. a 1649258 gs 0x 4 n 

Phe honourable gentleman had ſtated to the houſe various { 

Jetters'be had received/trom farmers and graziers, deploring 0 

the loſs of their ſheep.” He would haye now to anſwer them p 

| with à ſimilar lamentation on the loſs of his bill. -** Swain“ 4 
41 ſaid they, we have loſt our ſneep. To which he might re. 10 
'Y ply in dhe Krain of the old ballad, . Shepherde, I bavs loft my Ct 
f ON +. pe bpmbets hThoes, © ne. 0 ce 
| He had aſſerted, that the food given to a dog would main- d 
1 taĩn a child. This was a fort of levelling. principle, that if it ch 
3 had orighiated-on the oppoſition ſide of the Houſe, it would if 
4 have been immediately denominated the language of jacobi- ne 
1 niſm.” He was ſurpriſed at the lettets received againſt the un- no 

| fortunate dogs, from the | honourable: gentleman's correſpon- of 
dents at Bath. i | . b, od 


If. as the honourable gentleman had ſaid, the gentry of pa 
Bath had come toa reſolution hoſtile to dogs, they with | 
yu ingratitude to that worthy animal; for it was not long 
ſince they could not have a dinner dreſſed without them, as 
they had not a jack in the city; when the dogs, therefore ab- 
ſented themſelves, the conſuſion was unparalleled ; the city 
was in an uptoar; the aldermen were diſtracted, and the lob 
of poor turnſpit was attended with horrors equal to thoſe pro- 
duced by an earthquake. When they had got jacks to tur 
their ſpits, it woulil be ingratitude to turn tail upon their poor 
old ſervants the dogs. Indeed it was an impeachment on the 
morals of that city, which ought not to be ſubmitted to filent- 
i and it would become the honourable member for Bath to 
ſtand up in his place, and cenſure ſo very foul a reflection. 
Hle wiſhed to furniſn gentlemen with one of thoſe cauſs 
which led fo much to the flander of this valuable animal, anc 
ſince which ſcarcely a patient was carried to an hoſpital with- 
out its being reported that he was bitten by a mad dog, a pe- 
riod, ſince which the houſe was ſcared with ſtories of the hun- 
dreds afflicted with the ravages of the hydrophobia, though 
the moſt eminent ſurgeons doubted of its ever being com- 
municated by the bite of a dog, and the late Jahn Hunter, 
amongſt others, was of opinion that the virus did not affect 
the ſyſtem in one caſe out of à hundred. Mr. Courtenay next 
adverted to the conduct of Alexander; who the honourable 
geptlemen probably thought an object of infitation, who upon 
the death of bis e e e put a whole 
Lad ian nation to the ſword. The hon WE el - 
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aſſerted, that the poor man found no comfort in bis dog but 
before he could gain credit for the aſſertion, he muſt be trau: 
migrated agreeable. to the doctrines: of Pythagoras, intu hit 
ſoul, to dilcover whether or not that were the caſe. Mr. 
Courtenay proceeded a ſhort way in a Greek quotation ap- 
polite to his remarks, but ſaid, he would relinquiſh: that lan- 
guage, firſt, becauſe he wiſhed to be underſtood: by. the hay 
nourable - gentleman; ard the country gentlemen: and ſe- 
condly, becauſe that on a former octaſion it was not well-re- 
ceived from an honourable lord (Lord Belgrave) who ad- 
dreſſed the Houſe in-Crreek: The o Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer was, he ſaid, indebted to the honourable gentleman, and 
if he did not conceive that the “ toe of the peaſant came too 
near the heel of the courtier, fo as to gall his kibe, he. Hou 
nat be aſtoniſhed were he to appoint him governor of the | Iſle 
of Dogs. It the Bill were to paſs, nothing could be more 
odious and improper, it would be a ſtain on the humanity f 
parliament, it would in its effects deſtroy. every, moral ſeel- 
ing, and render the hearts of the people callous. „en 
In Straſburg a tax was impoſed on thoſe unfortunate ani- 
mals, and what was the conſequence? Whenever the hang- 
man went about to ſtrangle the dogs whoſe. maſters did not 
pay the tax, they were followed by crowds of boys, who, de- 
lighted in their execution, and became, of courſe, familiarized 
to ſcenes of barbarity and inhumanity. He could not con- 
ceive from what the -acrimony — invidieuſneſs of. the 
honourable gentleman areſe towards thoſe animals, except that 
dogs were more ſagacious than any other quadruped, ſot ſome 
of them had wit; and if the honourable gentleman, had nut 
read Buffon, he mutt; at leaſt, have heatd ot the learned dag. 
There were alſo ridiculous dogs, and davging dogs, to which 
laſt, if the tax were conſined, he had no objection. But the 
honourable gentleman ſaid, that the tax would lower the price 
of ſheep's heads. He fhould recollect, however, that the rich 
only fed their dogs in this manner, and the tax would have 
no effect to put this article more within the. reach of the 
poor. In defence of the latter, he remarked that they de- 
ſtroyed weazles, rats, and other vetmin, which ſpoilt and 
devoured both poultry and corn, and while he railed againſt 
their bad qualities, which: were few, he never mentioned their 
good qualities, which were many. He next adyetted to 
2 circumſtaner Which occurred in the Ille af: Many; Which 
probably might have ruſed the choler of the honoutahle gen- 
tdeman. There: a ſhe dog; for he would not uſe the ungal ant 
expreſſion in ihe Bill, once became amorous, Sue went 
abroad, and was followed by a number of ardent lovers: this 
2 D happened 
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periment; The book was extant, and, entitled“ Sailors Ler- 
tert.? He would recommendl it to the peruſal of the honour. 
able gentleagng. NA © 02; © IE 
Phe honourable gentleman had ſtated to the houſe various 
letters he had received ftom farmers and graziers, deploring 
the loſs of their ſheep. He would haye now to auſwer them 
with à ſimilar lamentation on the loſs of his bill. 4 Swain?“ 
ſaid they, we have loſt our ſneep. To which he might re. 
Ply in the ſtrain of the old ballad, · Shepberdt, I haue loft my 
P . 
He had aſſerted, that the food given to a dog would main- 
taĩn a child. This was a fort of levelling principle, that if it 
had originated on the oppoſition ſide of the Houſe, it would 
have been immediately denominated the language of jacobi- 
niſm. He was furpriſed at the lettets received againſt the un- 
ſortunate dogs, from the honourable gentleman's correſpon- 
dents at Bath. | | 0 e e 
If. as the honourable gentleman had ſaid, the gentry of 
Bath had come to a reſolution hoſtile to dogs, they with 
you ingratitude to that worthy animal; for it was not long 
ince they could not have a dinner dreſſed without them, 2 n 
they had not a jack in the city; when the dogs, therefore ab- 
ſented themſelves, the conſuſion was unparalleled ; the city 
was in an uptoar; the aldermen were diſtracted, and the lob 
of poor turnſpit was attended with horrors equal to thoſe pro- 
duced by an earthquake. When they had got jacks to tur 
their ſpits, it would be ingratitude to turn tail upon their poor 
old ſervants the dogs. Indeed it was an impeachment on the 
morals of that city, which ought not to be ſubmitted to ſilent- 
Ws and ĩt would become the honourable member for Bath to 
ſtand up in his place, and cenſure ſo very foul a reflection. 
- He wiſhed to furniſn gentlemen with one of thoſe cauſ 
which led fo much to the: ſlander of this valuable animal, and 
fince which ſcarcely a patient was carried to an hoſpital with- 
out its being reported that he was bitten by a mad dog, a pe- 
riod, ſince Which the houſe was ſcared with ſtories of the hun- 
dreds afflicted with the ravages of the hydrophobia, though 
the moſt eminent ſurgeons doubted of its ever being com- 
mudnicated by the bite of a dog, and the late Jahn Hunter, 
amongſt others, was of opinion that the virus did not affect 
the ſyſtem in one caſe out of a hundred. Mr. Courtenay next 
adverted to eee of Alexander; who the honourable 
gentlemen probably thought an object of Imitation, who upon 
Ee death of his bark Bucehatu though fic to 24 whole 
Ladian nation to the fword. The hon e — 
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aſſerted, that the poor man found no comfort in his dog 3; but. 
before he could gain credit for the aſſertion, he muſt be tranſ: 
migrated agreeable. to the doctrines: of Pythagoras, intu his 
ſoul, to dilcover whether or not that were the caſe. Mr. 
Courtenay proceeded a ſhort way in a Greek quotation ap- 
polite to his remarks, but faid, he would relinquiſh that, lan- 
guage, firſt, becauſe he-withed to be underſtood: by. the hoy 
nourable | gentleman; arid the country. gentlemen: and ſe- 
condly, becauſe that on a former occaſion it was not well re- 
ceived from an honourable lord (Lord Belgrave) who ad- 
dreſſed the Houſe in-Crreek: The od Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer was, he ſaid, indebted to the honourable gentleman, and 
if he did not conceive that the toe; of the peaſant came too 
near the heel of the courtier, fo as to gall his kibe, he Hou 
nat be aſtoniſhed were he to appoint him governor of the Iſle 
of Dogs. It the Bill were to paſs, nothing could be more 
odious and improper, it would be a ſtain on the humanity. of 
parliament, it would in its effects deſtroy. every moral ſeel- 
ing, and render the hearts of the people callous. | eld 
In Straſburg a tax was impoſed on thoſe unfortunate ani- 
mals, and what was the conſequence! Whenever the hang- 
man went about to ſtrangle the dogs whole. maſters did not 
pay the tax, they were followed by crowds of boys, Who de- 
lighted in their execution, and became, of courſe, familiarized 
to ſcenes of barbarity and inhumanity. He could not con- 
cave | from what the acrimony wy invidieuſneſs of. the 
honourable gentleman areſe towards thoſe animals, except that 
dogs were more ſagacious than any other quadruped, ſot ſome 
of them had wit; and if the honourable gentleman, had nut 
read Buffon, he mutt, at leaſt, have heard of the learned dag. 
There were alſo. ridiculous dogs, and dancing dogs, to which 
laſt, if the tax were conſined, he had no objection. But the 
honourable gentleman ſaid, that the tax would lower the price 
of ſheep's heads. He fhould recollect, however, that the rich 
only fed their dogs in this manner, and the tax would have 
no effect to put this article more. within the. reach of the 
poor, In defence of the latter, he remarked that they de- 
ſtroyed weazles, rats, and other vetmin, which, {pork and 
devoured both poultry and corn, and while he railed againſt 
their bad qualitios, Which were few, he never mentioncd their 
good qualities, which were many. » He next adyerted;; to 
2 circumſtaner Which occurred in the Ille of: Man, which 
probably might have rduſed the choler of the honoutahle gen- 
tſeman. There: a ſhewog; for he wauld not ule the ungal ant 
expreſſion in the Bill, once became amorous, Sue went 
abroad, and was followed by a number of ardent lovers: this 
2D haypened 
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happened unfortunately juſt as the reverend ſeignors had af. 
ſembled in the ſenate houſe of Keys; the lady entered, the 
lovers followed, the ſenators were throwtr into the utmoſt 
conſternation; the dogs barked, the ſeignors babbled; and in 
tneir confuſion ſevetal of them were bitten. The conſequence 
was, they puniſhed the whole race by impoſing a ſevere tax 
on the canine ſpecies. Dogs had always been the friends of 
man. Mr, Courtenay quoted ſeveral lines from à celebrated 
oem, called the Progteſs of Society, and faid they were cele. 
brated in the writings of every poet; Homer, Virgil, and in the 
Scriptures too, for they muſt all have read of Tobit's Dog. 
In ſhort, he hoped the honourable gentleman would conſider 
the 1 in a moral point of view, and agree to withdraw 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, that though he was 
clearly of opinion dogs were a fit object for taxation, yet he 
perfectly concurred in the objections made to this Bill; as he 
was by no means reconciled to the idea of indiferiminate tax- 
ation, On the contrary, he thought the tax could only be 
reconcileable to juſtice and ſound policy, when founded on 
ſtrong diſcrimination ; to the plan of making it a parochial 
tax, his objections were equally ſtrong and inſuperable. He 
had once thought of laying a light tax on the dogs of cottagers, 
to be levied in a parochial way ; but upon conſideration of 
the opinions offered by gentlemen in courſe of diſcuſſion, he 
thought it better wholly to exempt from the tax all houſes not 
aſſeſſed, unleſs ſuch kept more than one, or it appeared that 
the dog they kept was kept to evade the tax, the owner living 

in an aſlefled houſe. It was alſo deſirable, that dogs of 2 
certain defcription even kept in cottages, ſuch as greyhounds, 
ſpanjels, pointers, &c. ſhould be taxed, as the preſumption 
was, they would belong to ſome houſe of another deſcription. 
With regard to the occupiers of aſſeſſed houſes, he thought 

the tax a good one; it was proportioned to the value of the 
expenditures, and was jevied on perſons" and on ſubjects ht 

for it. on HF os 1 

The ſpeculations of the ableſt men who had turned their 

attention to finance had hitherto failed, and would fail to the 

end of time in diſcovering an univerſal, invariable rule of tax- 
ation, which ſhould bear equally upon all. Under this inevit- 
able and inſurmountable difficulty, it became the duty of tholc 
upon whom the painful taſk-of propoſing public contributions 
might devolve, to ſeek for thoſe ſources of taxation which had 
the greateſt attainable quality, and were the moſt free from 

-partiality or opprefiion, Within this defcription' he ought 

mig 
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wight v8rhrifly-he.ineluges a tax upon ſuch animals as peg+ 
ple may think proper to maintain for lyxury or amuſement, 
He therefore, thought a tax on the dogs of the opulent a 200d 
one, and he meant an future day to ay that on affe 
e ſhould be.a tax af 38. tor the firſt, and 56, on every 
er Og, | T1 18 23 ere 444 4.44 1 4 . 
Ile ſaid, he was himſel the firſt to ſuggeſt to the Houſe an 
objection to extending this tax to the conveniences or domeſtic 
comſorts oſ the cottager. With that view he propoſed à re- 
duction of the tax, in ſuch caſes, to one ſhilling only; but 
{ubſequent reflection, and what he had heard during the pre- 
ſent debate, induced him to incline to à total exemption from 
the tax in all unaſſeſſed houſes. This, however, would re- 
quite ſome regulation ; as one dog was ſufficient for the in- 
habitants of this deſcription, an unlimited exemption might 
convert the hut ot the poar man into the kennel of his moſt opu- 
lent neigabours. Fox this reaſon he would propole that the tax 
ſhould attach to all unatic{iad houſes, where there ſhould be 
kept more dogs than one, and allo to ſuch dogs as pointers, 
gre yhounds, &c. which. ſuch: perſons could not be, ſuppoſed 
to keep, but for the purpoſes of profit or depredation. If the 
preſent Bill ſhould be negatived or withdrawn, it was his in- 
tention to propoſe a Bill for the objects before ſtated on Wed- 
neſday the 27th. | 14 
In point of regulation, it would be found, that levying it in 
a parochial way would not be of ſuch uſe as gentlemen ſup- 
poſed. Gentlemen would find, that fo far from the inhabi- 
tants having an intereſt, in enforcing the tax, they would have 
an intereſt in the reverſe; it would be the poor, raiſing a tax 
on themſelves ; it was therefore a_miſtaken idea to think ſuch 
2 regulation would be either -prudent or politic; for theſe 
reaſons, however he might regret differihg with his honour- 
able friend, he muſt oppoſe the ſpeaker's leaving the chair, 
Mr. Lechmere ſaid a few words, in which he recommended 
a heavy tax on fox- hounds and terriers, &c. S's 
Mr. Dent explained. 1 
The queſtion being put, * that the ſpeaker do now leave the 
chair,“ it was Carried in the negative. ets 
Mr. Sheridan moved, „That this Houle will, on this day 
three months, reſolve itſelf into, the ſaid committee,” —Car- 
OO TOTO 17, wry” ry pod kk 
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Mr. Grey moved, that an account be laid before the Houſe, 
aal the ſums iſſued, ace the twenty ninth of Qttober"1794, 
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to the fifth of April 1796, ſtating the fervices to which they 
were applied. —Ordered, u ö wagen ns 
PP WESTMINSTER -POLICE BIIIJ. 
On the queſtion being put that the Houſe now refolyeiitſe!f 
znto a committee on this Bill, | 
Mr. Sheridan ſubmitted whether it would not be as well to 
bring this ſubject forward the next day. 6 
Mr. Burton obſerved that this meaſure had been very long 
before the Houſe, and had ſtood for that day for the expreſs pur. 
poſe of gentlemen giving their opinions upon it; he therefore 
ſaw no reaſon for the dela g. | 
Te Chancellor of the — — faid, that all the objections 
to the general principle of the Bill might as well be urged on 
the report as in this ſtage of the proceedings. This was a 
Bill of great importance to the police of the metropolis; 
and if the Houſe were of opinion it ſhould be paſſed at 
all, — 6 ſhould recollect chat the ſeſſion was conſiderably ad- 
vanced. b, | Gn | | 
- The Houſe then reſolved itſelf into a committee of the 
whole Houſe upon this Bill. 0 
- Upon reading the firſt clauſe of the Bill, which declared 
that the former police act ſhould be perpetual, a converſation 
aroſe. * 

Mr. Prwys, ſaid he did not approve of making the Bill per- 
petual. He allowed that there had been a conſiderable trial of 
it, and that it had for that time proved beneficial. But he 
wiſhed it to have a further trial, ſuch, for inſtance, as the term 
of three years. It would then be time enough to judge whe- 
ther it ought to be made perpetual, 

Mr. I. H. Browne ſaid, he was ſo well convinced of the 
utility of this meaſure, and of the integrity of the gentlemen 
who conſtituted the police, that he would propoſe that they 
ſhould continue ſeven years in office. When the preſent juſ- 
tices accepted their places, it was. generally underſtood by 
them that the three years ſpecihed was not to limit their time 
in office; but that it was to be a period of probation z and that 
if found eligible, they were to be afterwards appointed for life. 
Three years duration was certainly no ſufficient inducement 
to gentlemen to, undertake ſuch a buſineſs : therefore he 

would propoſe, that ſeven years be ſubſtituted inſtead. of three. 
He afterwards intended, if found convenient in future, to pro- 

, poſe that they ſhould hold their office in perpetuum, 

Mr. Pouys'thought that if it was for ſeven years, the re- 
pe wal of it would. or might come at the eve of a general elec- 
248102 * 
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tion, and ſome perſons might then apprehend that ſome undue 
influence might follow it i 2 ed at ſuch a time. 

Mr. Burton thought, that if the Bill had not been ſufficiently 
tried, there could be no objection to a further trial of it. 

dir V= Young agreed with the honourable gentleman who 
ſooke before him, that their time in office ſhould be extended; 
and hence, he ſhould propoſe nine years, Which would preclude 
their interference with general elections. He thought them a 


very reſpectable part of the police, and that every protection 


and reward poſſible was due to their merits and ſetvices. 

Mr. Sheridan ſaid he ſhould preſer five years to ſeven ot 
eight, and he ſhould prefer three years to five, and one year to 
to. He wiſhed to avoid every thing that looked like a per- 
petuity, as much as poſſible. He did not queſtion the integrity 
of the magiſtrates who had acted under this bill; he could not 
however help ſaying it was wWwhimſical to hear that there might 
be danger when the Bill came to be diſcuſſed ſeven years hence, 
decauſe it might produce undue influence in diſeuſſion in that 
Houſe, whereas it was well known chat theſe very magiſtrates 
are at _ very moment liable to be diſcharged at the will of 


bis majeſty's miniſters. of 
Mr. 17 Robinſon (aid a few . words againſt the influence 
which the Bill 2 5 4 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer declared he objeRed to ma- 
xing the Bill perpetual,” and thought it would be proper it 
houtd be continued in force only tor five years. Parliament 
would then judge of the propriety of renewing it. He thould 
therefore propoſe to negative the clauſe for making it perpetual, 
and move that it ſhall continue for five years, and robs thence 
to the end of the next ſeſſion of parliament. ; 

Mr. Secretary Dundas agreed to this propoſition, node an 
impreſſion that it would' be extremely matet al to receive from 
time to time, as they had already received, ſuggeſtions from 
thoſe hO had the charge of carrying the Bill into effect they 

dad already been very e in this buſineſs, and he bad no 
doubt would continue fo. 

Mr. Sheridan ſaid, he wiſhed that the magiſtrate: who! * 
under this Bill, ſaice it was to paſs, ſhould be placed as near 
as poſſible'to independence; they ought therefore, in his opi- 
nion, to hold their ſituations, as the judges” did, quam diuſe 
bene geſſerint, and if that was not . for i in the wu, 
he ſhould move it on the report. 

After a ſhort conwerſation, the laute for Nndersgg we Bul 
perpetual was negatived, and che amendment of the eee 
of the Exe heque r, to continue it for ſive years; adopted 

SUPPLY. 
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committee of ſupply, 

Mr. Hobart moved, that the accounts of ſeveral * 
relative to the army, the ordnance, and the proviſions to be 
made for ſubaſtern officers of militia, in time ot peace, vE re · 
ferrod to the ſaĩd committee. Ordered. 

The Secretary at War moved, * That it is the opinion of 
this committee, that a ſum not exceeding 885,67 3l. 198. 109. 
be granted to his majeſty for defraying the extraordinary 
< expence' of the army incurred and paid by the paymaſter 

general of the forces from the fiſteenth of November to the 
*rwenty-fifth of Pecember, 1795, both incluſive, and which 
< had not been made good by parliament.” 

Mr. Grey ſaid it was alitile extraordinary, that, in the ac- 
counts on the table with regard to this particular, the dates of 
warrants at the times the ſums became due, of which this ſum 
was compoſed, were not ſpecited. The Houſe ought to have 
theſe documents perfe& before them, otherwiſe they could not 
know that, of theſe ſums, many of them ought not to have been 
included in former accounts, . eſtimates were laid 
before the houſe. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid it was poſſible i it mb 
be material to lay the dates before the Houſe in caſes of this 
kind. But the reaſon why they had not been ſo hete, was, 
that the whole time to which the account referred, as it ſtood, 
was little more than ſix weeks, and therefore perhaps the dates 
had not been thought neceſſary. At the fame time, if the dates 
were conſidered material, he had not the ＋ objection to 
producing it, 

Mr. Grey ſaid he apprehended that in point of fad, the 
expence might eventually appear neither to have been in- 
curred or paid within that period. He remembered an ac- 
count laid before the houſe as this might be, and which 
was from the twenty-fifth of December, 1794, to the twenty- 
fifth of December, 1795 ; and afterwards it appeared, when 
the warrants came to be ſeen, that it included ſums due in 
January, 1790, almoſt a year before. There were various 
other ſums, which Mr. Grey recited, that ought to have been 
included in that account. rey was willing to take the right 
honourable gentleman's word upon the ſubject;; at the ſame 
time it Was that the dates of the warrants; when the ſums 
iusd-ſhould appear before the Houſe, and perhaps it — 
gg not to come to this, until e dates were uon the 
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Mr. Steele aid that this account. Was ul 
of what was really incurrei, and paid by 


gory and 6a he fm i 3 


Getto e A 
rn * 
it went, but he wagted the- date of .the different warrants.) 
Thele ums on ght in have boenGated to the Houſe han 
became due, if the miniſtec knew them, that the 
9 7 r W 
from time to | brand 
et, that. che. words incurred and — — 
Mao of form ; When an order uf ſent to his 
under he liga manual, gf his. mgeſty, he-was obliged to 
the different ſums ſpecified, eſs r* dordingly in the 
interval aforeſa ie. UF 158 a 
Mr. MA. Robinſon Gonghs thatiCi aer. al dates' 
of the wartants ſhould be given. * ae ae 
. The Jectetary at War ſand, that if theſe aten « wanted; 
they might be moved for, but the accounts a6 — 
on the ta le, were perſeltiy in form, as far 2s W WU 
Mr. Sheridan (aid, that the right honourable 
taken notice of the obſervarion'of his honon friend, He 
did not complain of the inaccuracy of the account of the. 
paymaſter- general. The word cured! was erroncous; in 
theſe eaſes: for did not peter: to the time ben che ms 
vere actually incurred, but hen it became a debt on the pay- 
maſter · general. The point of his hongurable friend was this, 
That miniſters knew that Warrants had been iſſued, and the 
money due; . that, being aware of tlit charge actually eriſting 
2 charge on the public, they ought to GIN the Houſe 
an account when it became due to their knowledge. It might 
appear hereaſter, that the: whole of theie ſums w —— 
this vate, had been iceurred when. former accounts; were lad 
before the Houle, and iſ miniſters withheld chat necount they 
were to blame, becauſe the Houſe when it had accuunts before 
1 have ſuch accounts as nearly; perfect as they could. 
Dissen 2 1 Serie e erogene 365.9, ? 161 
The Chancellor the Lacbeguer ſaid, that the accounts as 
they ſtood upon the table wete ſuſioent 60 juſtiſy the reſolu- 
tion now: propoſed. Af the dates of the [warrants Ware 
wanted, gentlemen might move for thæam, be had not, the 
objectian ta their being) produce 1241119 
Erq moved that the chairman Jeane the chait | for ihm 
purpoſe. of having the accounts perfect hefure this reſohutiag 
was voted. -- . — * * 
The motion was put ys yr ; 
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1s WOODFALUS PARLIAMENTARY , REPORTS, Tones. 
The reſolution moved . derne $6 ar was then 
put and carried. 
Me Secretary e ee mans, {That it is the opinion 
of this Committee, that a ſum not exceeding 210,194). 146, 
rd. be granted to his Majeſty for paying the experices' of the 
Ordnance previous to the 31ſt of December, 1795, not pro- 
vided for by callers? Radek, © He moved another 'relo- 
lation, which won Fo eed to, and che Houſe a te tho 
reper wes oe! webe F 
en.. : blg One AW 7.1 
e e ee eee. 
HOUSE OF LORDS.” rn vin: 
WITT Sf aner 306 - Tvtspay, April a6. or: 
"he 128 ſent was given by e i! 55, Sat and 


By, Arzl, of Lanſdown, faid, "Wat 77 N "majority of the 
papers he had 2 for being 65 t 1955 and as be 


- The Lale Lee gad, eee intention to 
132 ford any thing in that ſtage of the buſineſs, becauſe it had 
already occupied ſo much X their lord{hip's attention on 
former occaſions ; but as he underſtuod there were to be ſome 
objections made to the Bill, he muſt trouble their lardſhips 
with a few obſervations. | T he former Bill that he introduced 
was in the recollection: of the Houle, and. no doubt their 
lordſhips had recurred to it. ip. the preſent Bill he had fol- 
bowed the principle of that Bill, though with the hopes of its 
meeting the apptobation-of the Houſe, he bad left out thoſe 
5 it againſt which the principal e had oO 


one was the proviſions . k 
the other was the amount of the debt. l taken for Fo 


model the Bill of 3794, and even contrary to his own opinio!, 
he had given up a great part of his plan, in that if theit 
lordhips ſhould be inclined to countenance the preſent Bill, 
whick 4a Bede rp fen continuance of the act of 1794 
for two, years, it would be one EP towards. com 1 5 
hellem that was much wanted, and might be carri 
gocording ta what mi ght appear proper in the wiſdom of ther 
lordſhips, His conduct on the preſent occaſion might look 
1 pertinacity; nothing, however, but 2 ſenſe of . 
| ui 
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duty, and a wiſh to' relieve many unf, individuals 
labouring under the moſt grievous, hardſhips, ould” 25 
him to perſevere in an undertaking, Which, from its V 
onture,* ſubjetted- e to numerous ee applis 
cations. © + 
The Lord Chincellav left the | woolfack,, and fajd heli; 
conſidered the preſent Bill, aud if it was meant! to haye 
effect, it could not be what the noble lord had ſtated it to 
namely, a Bill of experiment. It reſolved itſelf into hat 
really was, an innovation upon the old and eſtabliſned 
of the la w of England relative to debtor and ereditor. 
ſyſtem had ſtood forever ; as far back as legal hiſtory was des 
livered down with any U Wa it nao be found that tl 
law was the ſame. is A N ſo be 
that the commercial cunt of the p Lohoofect e eredit. 
the 596 had Neun ed and grown. great. 1 my cherer 
fore t on . coptider well the Ci 
preſent pl Xi and to examine whether.the pr * 
more perfect in theory, no doubt, might not deſtroy th e 
between man and man, the means of Circulation by whi 
we had arrived at o c proſperity, ty, and, whether it dig 
not take away an eſſential advantage, without ſubſtituting 
any thing better or — adequate in its room. Howeve 
uncouth the ancient edifice of our laws, might be to the eye « 
the theoriſt, we thould recollect that they had proved as be 
ficent as any that human wiſdom could be expected to frame. 
le not a 1 of fqunding a ftate, ſuch as with Solon 
Lycurgus, or ſüch as carrying bf 4 * ideas of Plato 
* execution. (155 were to reaſon upon a queſtion * 
ical utility to a Rats, whoſe laws and 2 had been 
ounded upon immemorial uſage. His noble friend, N 
abel, was actuated by the pureſt motives, and meant eve 
thing that was juſt, mane, and liberal, b his bill, fog he 
had not been ſucceſsful in attaining his objed, The preſent 
exiſting power of compulſion which the creditor had over 
perſon of his debtor, = been attended with increaſe of credit. 
Surely then their lardſhips would aft'unwilk.y,” as A leg iſlative 
body, to pull down that 5 bric * had been Daly: 5 expe” 
rience to anſwer the purpoſes for Which it een 0 1 5 U, 
merely to erect another, of which they kn te but ff ram 
abſtract reaſoning. _ It was new to the Jaws of this country, 
and as far as they came under his ob he knew not 
that any other country poſſeſſed fuch à law. my was not then 
a time to urge; objections to the clauſes ; being W 


Gy Againſt Boing. K the committee, he Would 10 ye 
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© thy kk, . 15 Kale or "Wink ir a argument: A erde. 
to com pel the ci oe ls and adju 
2 NNN” 900 K Necße nefir Under this meaſire. 
fe declared, he felt Himſeff at 4 loſs to know Whit poflible 
t could. be a pointed com 8 7 to do che duty wBgntd 
fron” indeed de Elen no 5 e that Would be cõtmpetent᷑ to 
Charge that duty. Tn the coutt whers he had the honout bf 
ting, and bee e buſtneſt ſometimes tame before him, 
tro what he there aw, he bwned He ſhiotild feel himſelf per- 
fet ly unable to execute "the duties which would be impoſed 
by the Bill. From all the caſes which he had ſeen; the in- 
ances of bümade creditors far exceeded thoſe wh "Were it 
fined t to act with barſtinefs and rigour.” The Jaw; as it now 
Kod, he took to be thus founded. The crefitor bad a ſecu- 
ty in the 177 of his debtor; and if — failed,” he had a 
Farther ſeCurity iti is petfonal Eaiſthdy. his was optional, 
Whether he Wale exerciſe it or not; 206 it was an additional 
oe upon him, and might force him to brin "thoſe goods for- 
ward for the Fee 'of his debts, which be might other. 
wiſe ſecrete. Under the preſent Bill, however, the imptiſon- 
12 5 of the debtor would be à mere ceremony. A debtot 
baits . to prifon pro 7ormd, yield up little or nothing, and 
| ſhort time appear in Maybe! while his creditor was 
Wa Te circumſtance of meſnt procefs, might he 
hbught be improved, and he ſhould be glad to ſupport an ame- 
| Horation of that part of the law, as it appeated to him to — 
| Bs means im ny oh but the preſent Bill wis clearly in 
-quate to its Net, and from alle had heard upon the fub 2 
Be Wadern of A effectuaf form of the law ef debtor Hind 
5 Cy For theſe 'reafons, on account of the flouriſhing 
13 5 of credit, and the advantages found to reſult from the 
eſtablihed ſy tem, which, if it were altered, would even hurt 
J -the intereſt of debtors themſelves,” by making eredit leſs eaſy 
ie be bad, he was Un willing to destroy that practice which had 
| been ſanctioned and approved by apes, onal? nab 
1 De Earl Mitra pauſed a fe Abos in order a8 he 
4 aid 5 ſee what other noble lord was diſpoſed to ſpeak on the 
1 | Abzect + hut at length roſe as he found no other peer preſent 
| "choſe to take à part in the debate. He Was  forry, be ſaid, to 
ice their lordfhi $4 httle inclined to enter into the diſcuffon 
f of . buſineſs,” that to him ſeemed to” be of ſuch magnitude 
and in _ As no noble lord was however pleaſed to 
come forward either with reaſons to fupport the meaſure he 
„Hach the honour of d or with Objegtions, ſhewing 
"why ir oulc be re there was bc — ee 
ea 
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endeavour at ſome. reply, to what had fallen from the noble 
and learned lord on. the woalſack.; who had not attended to 
the bill with his uſual+acuteneſs, The grounds of complaint 
fated by the noble and learned lord would be found in the bi 

of 1794+, There could, he faid, be but two grounds of objec- 
tion to the preſent bill, either that it altered the old law, 'or 
that it did not ſubſtitute an adequate proviſion in lieu of it. 
To the noble and learned lord, the meaſure under confidera- 
tion, had the aſpect of a bold and hazardous innovation, 
which directly tended to undermine, and fundamentally ſhake 
an old eſtabliſhed ſyſtem of juſtice, under which the countt 

had long flouriſhed and enjoyed the moſt enviable Foce 
That however was done by the bill of 1794, and therefore 
was out of the queſtion, and ſuch a mode of reaſoning, or 
rather of vague and indefinite obſervation, damped every at- 
tempt at improvement of every kind, however ehen; tbe 
object, and however ſalutary the end to be obtained. He 


complained of the ſhameful preamble of the bill of 1794 and 


read it to ſhaw that it was a diſgrace to the legiſlature of the 
moſt ſcandalous kind ; with regard to the noble and learned 
lord's ams, that country bad flouriſhed for centuries under 
the old law, It was not, he ſaid, the practice of the houſe to 
reje any propolition which might ameliorate old (yſtems, 
and he conceived it to be a falſe principle of action to ſuppoſe 
perfection concentrated in our anceſtors, and that every perſon, 
though born in more enlightened periods, and poſſeſſed of the 
confirmations of practice and compariſon,” becauſe his plan 
happens to be novel, could not ſuggeſt an improvement. It re- 
minded him of the conteſt at Madrid about clearing the ſtreets 
of filth and ordure. - It was once the cuſtom at Madrid, for 
the inhabitants to throw out all the filth and excrements of 


their houſes into the ſtreets. Lo the friends of ckanline(s, 


who wiſhed to walk through the ſtreets without the dread of 
deing inconvenienced by ſo noxious 2 nuſance, ſome remedy 
ſeemed neceſſary to be applied. They had obſerved and en- 
joyed in other countries the comforts of eleanlineſs, and pro- 
poſed that the nuiſance might be put a ſtop. to, and proper 
canveniences eſtabliſhed. No ſooner was the propoſal made, 
and attempted to be carried into effect, than a loud and violent 
clamour was raiſed. againſt it. It was contended that Madrid 


dad long flouriſhed under the influence of the old euſtom;; that 


there was ſomething ſharp in the air which was. ſoftened and 
correQted by the mepbytic aficvia. of the. Jakes galt inte me 
ſtreet, and that it KF erous to attempt any change 
tat might ſo materially iojure dhe health and conſtitution _ 
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the inhabitants, - At length, however, -the friends of reform 
ſucceeded; the improvement took place, and thoſe who had 
argued againſt it, were fthamed of their former reaſoning. 
The eatl apologized to the lord chancellor for having men- 
tioned the ſtory, as he was, he aid; the laſt man td apply any 
thing of a light and ludicrous nature to any argument of the 
noble and learned lord, or indeed to any ſubject fo grave and 
ſerious as the Bill. under confiderations - G 
Another poſition laid down by the noble and learned lord, 
and urged as a forcible objection againſt the clauſes of the 
Bill, was, that it had a direct tendency to affect trade and 
unhinge that great wheel of circulation, on which the various 
and extenſive commerce of this country turned. This indeed 
was'a ſeridus and inſuperable objection if ju{tly.grounded; the 
reverſe, upon due conſideration, would appear to be the truth, 
for the relief that was endeavoured to be procured for the 
debtor” in certain caſes, would be found to be advantageous, 
rather than detrimental to the creditor; who, if not repaid 
the whole of what he had advanced, would at leaſt, by this 
compulſory ceſſis bouw1wum, be indemnified, as far as indemnity 
could be ſecured, He expatiated on the caſes of fraudulent con- 
ttactors of debt, to whom the benefit of his Bill was not to be 
extended; and declared he meant to favour - honeſt «debtors 
only, being free to confeſs that he believed, nineteen debtors 
out of twenty were fraudulent and not entitled to the conſi- 
deration of the legiſlature.+ Of perſons who contracted 
debt bona jide, but who from unforeſeen misfortunes became 
really and truly-infolvent, he ſaid, he wiſhed to ſtand forward 
the champion. '-' He looked to the twentieth -man, ' who 
ought not to be left to the mercy of a rigid creditor, when 
bis diſtreſs was the effect of tistortune and not of exime. It 
was the unwarranted ſufferings. of ſuch that he was anxious 
to preſs home on the attention and feelings of their Jordſhips; 
and were he to appeal to authorities on the ſubject, thete were 
none ſtronger or mote reſpectable than that of Dr. Joh ſun in 
his papers of the Idſer, where he ſays, after enumerating theſe 
ſufferings, tbat if ſuch eireumſtances fail to move thoſe to 
whom the addreſſed himſelf, he muſe leave their feelings to be 
awakened by ſome other power; chat, for his on patt, he 
rote only to human being. n $54. UN dea eigene 
Il be precarieus and uncertain condition of debtors, when 
leſt wholly at the mercy and diſeretion of their creditors, bis 
+ The earl rated the cf of Pope, who. w nt to'prifon to eld payi + a fine 
of -16,v00t "and determined to WWE there, which Re did fill he died, though "worth 
40% ol. aud las: creditot Was never ſatisſied. eke 210 q ſhip 
+ 1 0 ' | or 
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lordſhip ſaid, loudly claimed che interpoſition of the legiſlature. 
Among a vaſt variety of caſes, he would only detain their 
lord{hips} attention, while he related one of them, conſigneu 
to him by letter, and to which he was led to attend ſrom an 
accidental recollection of the name by which it was ſubſeribed. 
This was the cafe of a.foreigner, Who Was impriſoned for a 
large ſum, and who was wholly deſtitute of every means to 
pay and get releaſed, On inquiring into the merits of this 
caſe, it was found that this foreigner had lingered in pin for 
doo years, under very ſeuere and painful cireumſtances, and 
very probably might have there terminated a miſerable exiſ- 
tence ;- after much fruitleſs reſearch, it was at length diſcovered, 
that he had been arreſted. by a man who was forced to fly the 
country, on ſuſpicion of his having come here with ſome mute; 
chierous. intent. Had he not ſticred in the caſey; the poor 
foreigner might have been impriſoned beyond all conception. 
There were doubleſs a number of caſes of the ſame ſott, which. 
might be caſily adduced ; but they muſt be familiar to the 
knowledge of their lordſhips, and of every man acquainted. 
eren imperfeculy, with the ſtate. of out priſon.t hot 
The noble and laarned lord had remarked, that the Bill 
he introduced would diminiſh the general.cicculation of credit 
tiroughout the country, and thereby occaſion many inconve- 
niences to perſons of conſined income, who at preſent are able. 
to carry on larger ſchemes by that means. That was pre- 
cilely the very object he Wanted to effect. He conſidered it 
one of the moſt important duties of a wiſe legiſlature to checic 
the young and thoughtleſs in their career, and watch over thein 
morals and conduct. There were tao many petſons who 
ſupported themſelves in an extravagant way, by the credit they 
obtained, who if that credit} were checked, would moderate 
their habits, and be able to ſatisfy their juſt demands | 
The earl faid, be would have made. a reply to another part 
of the noble and learned lord's ſpeech but he did not immedi - 
ately recolſect it. (Lord Thurlow hinted, the qhjection 
ſtated by the Lord Chancellor was, that the bill was tempo- 
rary,) The earl thanked the noble and learned lord for this 
putting him in mind of that objection. He aſſigned the 
reaſons. which had induced him to make the Bill tempotary, 
and (aid, it was to render it the more acceptable to their lord - 
ſhips, ho might receive hat ea Bül of experiment, when 
they might feel ſcruples at giving their ſanctiom to a petmA 
nent meaſure. He himſelf wiſhed the Bill to be permanent 
for a variety of cauſes, but undet the circumſtances of the caſe, 
be was willing to do as much, ſor the unfortunate —— ö 
War e cor, P 
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debtor, as hecould, if he found it impracticable to do all that he 
deſired . He ſaid, he had ſtudiouſly avoided that declamation and 
appeal to the paſſions, to vhich the ſubject was iary open, 
and he ſhould be extremely ſorry if he failed. e had many al- 
terations to propoſe in the committee, and he had heard no ob- 
jection that in his mind went againſt the Bill's going to a co. 
mittee. The length of time the law had as it did, was 
in his opinion the ſtrongeſt argument for the Bill; i 
had proved the inconvenience of the exiſting law and the ne- 
ceſſity ſor a reform, and all reform was more or lefs an inno- 
vation. Convinced as he was of the propriety of a reform, 
even ſhould he now ſtand alone, he would not be diſconcerted, 
or deterred from his reſolution, but would, with unwearied 
and unbaffled perſeverance, again and again bring forward 
the meaſure in one ſhape or another, till he at length ſucceeded 
in making it palatable to their lordſhips. oo 
Lord Thurlow (aid, he meant to be very ſhort ; he agreed 
with the objections of the noble and learned lord on the woo!- 
ſack, but he ſaw little difference between the objeRions and 
the argument of the noble earl. For his own part, he objected 
to the Bill, as inadequate to remove the evil it was intended 
to _—_— and particularly as injurious to the intereſts of 
trade. The noble earl had miſapprehended the noble and 
learned lord on the woolſack reſpecting the credit of the 
country ; the noble lord meant that it would affect the gene- 
ral credit, which was the great medium of the country's 
manufaQures, its trade and its commerce, and without which 
neither could go on. What might be the reſult of any attempt 
to change or ne model it, he would not take upon him diſ- 
tinctly to pronounce; but any innovation in a ſyſtem ſo com- 
lex and delicate, ſhould be cantiouſly avoided, as it muſt 
hazard, if not materially affect, that ſource from which all 
the energies of the country ariſe ; and on which'alone depend 
all our proſperity and much envied reſources. © His loruſhip pro- 
ceeded to ſtate the points, in whichthe noble earl and the learned 
lord on the woolſack agreed, and the little difference that te- 
mained. And what was the object to be obtained by this 


change in the mode of adminiſtering juſtice? The noble 


earl ſaid, he believed nineteen out of twenty to be ſraudulent 
debtors. Would it then be becoming a juſt Jegillature de 
look for the twentieth man, as the noble earl recommended 
and applied a law to his relief, which would open a door te 
the frauds that would be pradſ ieed in conſequenes by ineteen 
twentieths of all the debtors ia the kingdom? Wauld it not 
be a harſh meaſure dealt out by a legiſſatute which had given 
90 L i 0 170 TIE 1 «ff 09 inducements 
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26, A © 0 MAb, At WY pris WT ry 
iuducements. t rs to believe that they, had ſccuriey 


fred men 40 dun in ebf, on a, ſuddeg 1 take. away the 
ditor's only, Jecurity,. — l ally *4 
the, nghle earl, of,» man going, to. priſon. for 10,000), .ang. 
ling there till; he died When it tyrned. out that be was. 
ach 49,0001... It. was thameful uadoubtedy, but, what was. 
the fit ready The nable earl had big(clf luggeſted.it. Ne- 
orm the prifons,, make impriſonment penal. as it oaght t 
agg do, not fer any thing like a, houſehold to be Rabhith d 
in a prilons.;. Let. impriſonment be felt to be impriſonment, 
by coukving the debtor, to jail allow ange, and f 
it a ſerious thing to be kept in priſon, A real ceffio.banar 
his lordſhip ſaid, ſhould be attended with no impriſonment, 
but whatever the houſe did upon the buſineſs, he beſeeched the 
houſe moſt earneſtly to make it permanent, and not to Bray 
the ſuhject and-perplex, thoſe copcerncd. in the diſtribution o 
juſtice, with temporary or half meaſures, , Far, theis, xea{ons, 
ke declared himſelt-decidedly againſt the preſent Bil.“ e 
Lord Kenyon qyned he had not leiſute to give the matter full 
conſidetation, and only meant to utter a few. ſentences. He 
ſaid he was perſuadeꝗ chat che noble gat was actuated by the 
dee motives, but a Bill of that nature was a Matter 
of gfeat delicacy and difficulty, and could not be tog well 
9 They | the in was 1575 ip A- Denar 
en obliged to look into it to fee what, it turned on. 
The, Falk claude; he thought highly objeciovable, 35, ft Feld 
out an encauragement to every 1 of. profligacy and vice. 
It afforded to every man who had committed any enormiit 
ſhort, of, a-felogy be it ever ſo.injurious-to ſaciety, ane 
reluge, . Gamblers, bo to tupply; their — — the 
inexperienced add anwarys did not heſitate to rifle and de- 
liroy the: wareboules-of.the merchant, would by the pro- 
villons of ih Rll, be gnahled to putſue tei iniquitaus courles, 
and theg have nathing d do but to go -through the, ce 
mony of going-46'| pits in order to return iqto the Mot 
again iu A Gere Ums in affluence, While tha creditors they had 
been ghe meant of diſtraſſing were ſuſſering the ſeveteſt mig- 
tontungs. adibe· lame might; be ſaid of thoſe, hoe infamgus 
uad it. was to ſeduco de wines and daughters of families, 
— was of late the wile en & juries that 
ry heyy penalties ſhould beinhH,νο,ονο I here were alla yarious 
oiber 'caſes..iocopceivably.gaintu} for thoſe 10 hear .guhe were 
ob, oJiſten to them, which being ſhort of felony, undet 
ol. IV, 1796. 2 F ſuch 
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ſuch a Bill could ſcarcely be puniſhed at all. Nor was the 
firſt a ſingle clauſe, the principle of it pervaded the whole Bil, 
and therefore, at the ſame time that he r who 
'perſevered in what they thought a right cauſe, ſo far from 
deſerving cenſure, were entitled to commendation in a, great 
degree, 1 object to the Bill, as highly detrimental to 
the mercantile part of the community, whole intereſts ought 
always, eſpecially in a nation like ours, to he moſt anxiouſly 
and mihutely attended to: Maha 5 

Tord Mira in explanation ſaid, the firſt clauſe which the 
noble and learned lord who ſpoke laſt, objected to, was taken 
from the Act of 1794. He then replied to Lord Thurlow's 
objections, ſeyerally anſwering each; after which the quel- 
tion was put, that the Bill be committed; upon which the 
Houſe divided: | EOS 


Non-Gontents | + — 9 

Contents © — Hen ene 

© Majority againſt the Bil (bro 5p 
* "Adjourned. | | 2 | 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. . 


Tuxspax, April 26,, | 
The Speaker, accompanied by ſeveral members of the 
Houſe, attended, conformably to Kate os, in the Houſe of 
Lords, to hear the "commiſſion read enabling certain peers to 
give the royal aſſent, to ſeveral public and private Bills. 
The public Bills were the Legacy Tax Bill, the Teſt At 
Indemnity Bill, and the Scarborough Free Port Bill. 


CONVEYANCE OF NEWSPAPERS, &c. 


The report of the committee appointed to inquire into the 
facts alledged in the petition from. the clerks in the Secretary 
of State's office, reſpecting the Bill for the better conveyance 
of newſpapers, and the printed votes of parliament, was 
-brouzht up, and referred. to a committee of the whole Houle. 
Mr. Canning ſtated in the committee, that it appeared from 
the report that the clerks in the offices of the two Secretaries 
of State would ſuſtain a confiderable diminution of emolu- 
ment, were the Bill allowed to paſs, as it would diſpoſſeſs 
them of a privilege which they had hitherto enjoyed of frank- 
ing 'new(papers, and the printed votes of parliament ; and 
for this loſs, he ſubmitted it to the committee that it wouls 
be proper to grant them a fair compenſation. On a former 
| * 


occaſion, when the regulation took place with regrad to the 

ſtage to Ireland, the clerks of the Secretary of State tated 
the loſs which they would ſuſtain, and on a conſideration of 
the fact an allowance of 1000], was made to tem. Should 
the preſent Bill for the better conveyance of newſpapers paſs, 
the privilege the clerks would be deprived of was of conſiderably 
greater value; they had however agreed to accept of this ſum, 
at the ſame time, they by no means pledged themſelves by pe- 
titioning for this indemnification, not to oppoſe the Bill in a 
future ſtage. He moved, That an annual ſum of 1000l. 
be granted to his majeſty to be diſtributed among the clerks 
in the offices of the two ſecretaries of ſtate, as a compenſation 
for the loſs they may ſuſtain from this Bill pafſing into a 
law. ogy" beim > | 

Mr. Bouverie objected to the committee voting an indemni- 
fication for a loſs which had not yet been ſuſtained. 

Mr. Canning faid that the indemnification was merely pro- 
viſional, and if the Bill was thrown out, the reſolution of the 
committee would never take effect. WG 

Mr. Harriſon oppoſed the reſolution, as a part of a Bill 
which would faddle the country with an expence of 1000l. 
a year, when he was not certain that they would gain as much 
by the Bill. 

Mr. Francis reſiſted the propoſition upon the ground of its 
being in ormal in the Houſe of Commons to pals a poſitive 
reſolution upon an hypothetical caſe, 

The Chancellor of the Excheguer roſe to obviate the objection 
in point of form. It was agreed on all hands, that it was fair 
and reaſonable, if the Bill paſſed, to grant the indemnification 
along with it. This, however, was done in the moſt regular 
mode, by voting an inſtruction to the committee upon the Bill, 
to receive a clauſe to this effect; and there could be no danger 
in this mode of proceeding ; if the Bill did not paſs, this claule, 
which would form a part of the Bill, would, of courſe be in- 
effective. | - FO 10 

Mr. Canning urged it upoi! the committee, that this was 
merely a proviſional ihdemnification for a poſſible loſs, and if 
the loſs was not ſuſtained, the ingewesentiem would, of 
courſe never be granted, becauſe in that caſe it would be un- 
bene ig 10 
The refolution was agreed to by the committee, and the 
report ordered to de received the next daf. 
A (CRE (LE o BY % omen TT | 
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SS. ode 0! +1 CORN BILL» erte nl & To PETS ta] 
Ihe order of the day for;the-ſecond reading of the Bill for m 
the ſale of corn by weight being moved and rea. to 
_ 1 The Lord Mayer laid, that it would be utterly impracticable mi 
to weigh all the corn conſumed in this metropolis. He gave po 
notice, thercſote, that in the committee on the Bill, he would be 
move for the inſertion of a clauſe to exempt the port of London ren 


fam 4s provider... blow 21nd „%% 
_ The Bill was read a ſecond time, and referred to a ſelect cal 
"RELIEF OF THE QUAKERS. 

Mr. Serjeant Adair, in purſuance of his notice, roſe to cal 
the attention of the Houle, to the nature of the relief from cer- 
tain legal difficulties and hardſhips, . which he intended to 
move for in behalf of the Quakers. He did not mean to 
quel ion the fads on which Quakers had been impriſoned on 
account of conſcientious aud religious ſcruples Which they 
entertained with regard to their mode of paying tythes.— 
He did not intend. to diſcuſs the wiſdom of ſuch ſcruples. Nor 
ſhould he propoſe any thing that would interfere, with the juſt 
rights of thoſe to whom tythe was due from Quakers, Nei. 
ther did he mean to proceed in any other way than he ſhould 
have proceeded, had he not known what the law was in this 
caſe, and had not heard of any caſe. of hardſhip on individuals 
He went into an ample detail of his object in the preſent mea- 
ſure; as well as the hiſtory of acts of parliament as they had 
been made from the 7th and 8th of King William, downwards. 
By the religious ſcruples cf the Quakers, they could not, he 
ſaid, make a, voiugtary payment of tythes, to any perſon, de- 
mapding it, however well they might be entitled to it by 
the law of the land, conceiving it to be contrary: to the 
div iae precepts of holy writ, and in couſequence of thele 
ſcruples they were 27 to great inconveniences. Ihe 
Eilstüre had been impreſſed with a ſenſe of this difficulty 
long ſince, and an ac} of hatliament had paſled in conſequence, 
4 — had been the law for the greater, part of the preſent 

ntury, whereby the juitice of peace _ make an ordet 
8 b ſale of the defendant's goods who had been found to 
owe tythes, and who being a Quaker could not make aby 
voluntary payment; this extended, however, only to the ſum 
of ten pounds, It hag been found, as far ag it wept, to anſuer 
the beneficial purpoſes for which it was intended. His inten- 
tion therefore was to follow the principle of that Jaw, but " 
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take off the limitation which confined it to ten pounds, and ta 
make general. No inconvenience would ariſe from granti 

to the juſtice: this ſummary juriſdiction, becauſe an appe 
might be had to the quarter ſeſſtions, and therefore, let the 
power be what it might, it was ſubject to appeal, and all that 
be ſhould propoſes to do in this part of the caſe, was ſimply to 
remove the teſtraint - which confined the juriſdiction to the 


ſum of ten pounds, There would, however, till remain 4 


caſey to which the remedy of the act he alladed to did not 
apply, and that was when the title was in queſtion: That 
he propoſed to be removed, to be tried in a court of law, 
ke other titles, and when the queſtion of title ſhall have been 
guled, then the mode of obtaining the dues on that title ſhall 
return again, and be ſubject to the ſame ſummary juriſdiction, 
as if the title had never been in queſtion at all. This would 
produce the whole remedy upon this branch of the caſe. He 
ſhould propoſe further to remedy another defect, with regard 
to enforcing payments of tythes, that where the party had not 
goods in one county, and that wherein he ſhall dwell, ſufficient 
io pay ail that ſhould be due for litigating the iſſue, a ſequet» 
tration ſnall be iſſued agaĩnſt his effects, as in other caſes, until 
ine demand ſhall have been fully ſatisfied. The only benefi- 
cial effect of this would be, that the plaintiF who ſhall ſue for 
and recover his tythes, ſhall not be at liberty to make his ele- 
ton and impriſon the defendant, while ſuch defendant ſual 
hare goods enough to ſatisfy the demand, becauſe in that op- 
tion conſiſted the hardfhip againſt the Quaker; it he was 
impriſoned for it, he muſt either be confineu for life, although 
be may have goods to pay, or give up his conſcience, and do a 
deed which he thought againſt the law of God. Such the 
Quaker conſidered the act of voluntary payment of tythes. 
Al they aſked therefore was, that while their goods were 
ſufficient to pay tythes, ſuch goods might be taken from them, 
and that no perſon claiming tythes from them ſhould have the 
power to impriſon them inſtead of taking their goods. | 

I! the Houſe thought that the proviſions which he now ſtated 
would de expedient, he was perſuaded that the juſtice and 


humanity of the Houſe would readily adopt them. No right. 


of property was here invaded; on the contrary, all rights of 
that kind were protected. To ſhew that there was no inno- 
ration in the law by what he intended to propoſe in the Bil! 
ould the-Hovſe give him leave to bring it in, he quote 
tne precedent in an inſolveut act, by which the !ame principle 
that he now brovg't forward was eſtabliſned- He had fared 
thus 
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thus much of the object for which he meant to move for leave 
to bring in the Bill, becauſe he did not wiſh to waſte the time 
of the Houſe by bringing in a Bill, the nature of which the 
Houſe did not know, and which afterwards they might think 
neceſſary to reject. If he conſidered it to be of that deſcrip- 
tion, he would not move for it. Having ſtated this, be ſhould 
ſay he had ſtated all that the Quakers deſired to be ſtated on 
their part. There was, however, another ſubject which, 
although the Quakers did not deſire it, (ſome few, indeed, 
deſired otherwiſe) he found it his duty to ſtate to the Houle, 


This was the teſbeiction in taking the affirmation of Quakers, 


By the law as it ſtood, they could not be examined on their 
2firmation in any but civil actions. He owned, he was not 
able to diſcover the wiſdom of the diſtinction. By examina- 
tion of them on affirmation in civil caſes, the benefit of their 
teſtimony was confined to the intereſt of private individuals, 


who are the ſuitors of the courts of juſtice. By taking theic 


aſſir mation in criminal caſes, the public would be benefited 
by their teſtimony. Some important failures in-the admini- 
tration of juſtice in conſequence of this reſtriction had, he 
declared, fallen within his immediate knowledge. He ſhould 


- therefore propoſe that Quakers ſhould be examined on thei 


a ffit mation in criminal caſes, ſubject, as they are at preſent in 
civil cafes, to all the conſequences of perjury. Theſe were 
all the points which he intended to be comprehended in the 
meaſure which he had the honour to ſubmit to the Houle. 
He then moved“ That leave be given to bring in a Bill for 
the further relief of the people called Quakers, as to the im- 
priſonment of their perſons, for non-payment of tythes, and 
for making their. ſolemn affirmation. evidence iu criminal as 
well as civil caſes,” +4} | 
Mr. Milbei force ſeconded the motion, and ſaid that as his 
honourable and learned friend had ſo fully and fo clearly ex- 
plained the object of the Bill, he deſired leave to bring in, it 
would be ſurperfluous for him to take up the time of the 
Houle, by ſaying more, than that it had and ſhould. have his 
moſt hearty concurrence and ſupport. 

Mr. Fran. is declared he was as deſirous as any man to give 
every poſſible relief and protection to perſons who were really 
and ſincerely ſcrupulous, in a religious ſenſe, about paying 


tythes. His doubt was, whether in ſome caſes, thele ſcruples 


might not be proſeſſed where they ate not ſeriouſly, ſelt, tor 


oſtentation or for merit, or in hopes to pals. for victims or 
martyrs with their ſect; and then, generally, whether it 


might 


* 1 4 


Arz1t 26.) WOODFALL'S' PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 223 


might not deſerve conſideration how far it might be ſafe and 
prudent for the legiſlature to encourage the profeſſion or plea 
of religious ſcruples againſt obedience to the laws; how far 
that indulgent principle ought to be carried, and by what 

neral limits it ought to be confined in its application. | 

With reſpect to the other objects of the learned gentleman, 
viz. * to accept of the affirmation of Quakers in criminal cafes, 
as it is at preſent in civil ſuits,” he gave it his entire · approba- 
tion. Undoubtedly the public ought to have the benefit of 
their evidence as well as individuals. He confided very much 
in the learned gentleman's learning and judgment; and, he 
hoped, he would take an opportuuity of giving the Houſe his 
thoughts on the principle of the queſtion generally, that is, on 
the indulgence due to tender conſciences, When oppoſed to 
poſitive laws, and how far it ſhould be extended. In the mean 
time, he agreed with the learned gentleman entirely in his pre- 
ſent views, as far as they went, and heartily approved of his 
bringing in the Bill, | 

r. Martin ſaid, he felt highly obliged to the honourable 
and learned gentleman for the motion, and he could not help 
expreſſing his ſincere and hearty wiſhes that the Bill ſhould 
paſs. It would do juſtice to 'a worthy body of people (than 
whom none were better ſubjects) and ſhew a wile and indul- 
gent attention to their religious ſcruples. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, he ſnould be as un- 
willing to give extraordinary indulgence to' ſcruples that are 
not ſincere as the honourable gentleman who ſpoke lately (Mr. 
Francis); but he wiſhed to obſerve that there was no tempta- 
tion here for perſons to pretend to ſcruples falſely, ſince by fo 
doing they would be ſubje& to much more rigour with regard 
to tythes than if they did dot pretend to them. He thought, 
therefore, the number would not be great, of thoſe who pre- 
tended to ſcruples which would ſubject them to inconvenience. 
Sir. M. Dolben approved highly of the propoſed regulations, 
and thought they would be equally beneficial to the Quakers, 
and thoſe entitled to tythes. He hoped, however, that time 
would be given to conſider the ſubject maturely, as it would 
make a material alteration in the exiſting law. L 

Mr. Lechmere ſaid, he felt happy to ſee any meaſure for the re- 
lief lo worthy and refpeRable 'a body of men. As ſubjects, 
they were patient and ſubmſſive; as traders, punctual and 
juſt; as members of ſociety, friendly, peaceable, and mode- 
rate, In the city he repreſented, they (formed without mean- 
iag any reflection on the other claſſes) a moſt meritorious: ſo⸗ 

ciety, 
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_ciety { no one of hm, if e idhered to the juſt principles of 


his religion, ever fell as 2 burthen on the parĩih;ʒ but in diff age 
was upheld and ſupported by the other members. 
= Migley ſpoke in favour 1 was — and mne of 
the Quskers in general. * 
1 e motion then piſſed els e 5 W 


SLAVE CARRYANG Bibb... 


Mr. }iiberforce laid, be-would-preface what ha had to move 
with a very few words. If he was to exerciſe his own judg- 
ment, aud follow the bent af his own imagination, he would 
certainly make,a motion to prohibit e exportation of flaves 
into the colonies. The Houſe mult reccollect; that all that 
was required by the planters, on a former-occation, was gra- 
dually to abolich the trade, and-to fl up the Chalm i in their 
eſtate, neceſſary to- that ſalutary object. Since 1790 full ume 
had been given to accompliſh their deſire. It was bis intention 
at preſent to move, that one ſlave per ton ſhould be allowed and 
— chip of 200 tons: and tour for euery ton to 
ſons ip above that tonnage. If this motion was adopted, hc 
| then move that no other ſhips than thole at-prefent in 
the ſetvice ſtuld be in future employed. Mr. Wilberforce 
moved, That no gieatet number of flaves than the propor- 
tion of one for every ton up to 200 tons, be ſuffered to be ex- 
ported from the Coaſt of Africa into any of the Wetts India 
lands,” I he neceſſity of this reſolution he argurd from the 
fact, that ſince the Houſe hadi ſramed a te ſalution lor the gra- 
dual abulition of the trade, we number of ſhips embarked in it 
Dau increaſed, Mr. Wilberforce profeſſed, that in theſe reſo. 
lutions he had a further teſerence tothe defirable object uſ bring- 
ing about lan entire abolition, and that he (ſhould with that 
carly in the next ſeſſions the Houie would conſider cs means 
of abvliſbiug the ſlave trade entivelys:; on 

General Tar ſeten ſuid, be was — motion of 
chat importance brought forwrard at that late period of the 
hon; it Mas, in fact, tanta mount to a prohibitron of the 


=. 


. trade, as thale-new. reſtrictions would render the imports- 


tion of ſlaves ſo cxpenſive, that the mer chants and planters 
v auld not be able to ful up: the-chatns-to — —„— 
«ble gentleman. — The honourable gentteman, h. 

aid, bad brought forth no neu arguments or facts; 40 
produced. no complaints» of hatdihip or eraclry wowards ihe 
faves, ever ſiace the act paſſrd in their favour in 1758 — 
Us cd net, therefore, — Houſe would nov 


. 23 * entertau. 
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entertain the motions, eſpecially when they recollected the 
ſtate of the Weſt-India ands, and Lee of this 
country, engaged in an extenfive war. If military operations 
in the Weſt-Indies are now neceſſary, a great number of 
negroes would be wanting to fill up the black regiments ; . 
ind he believed it would have been more for the inteteſts 
humanity, if more black regiments had been employed, 
becaufe every Britiſh ſoldier ſent to the Weſt Indies, before 
he could be actively employed there, coſt his country 2001. 
whereas à negro, beſides being more ſeaſoned to the climate, 
would not coſt above Bol. In the hope of advantages to be 
derived from employing black regiments,” General Tatrleton 
inſiſted that it would be inconſiſtent to think of putting re- 
frictions upon the trade, which would damp the zeal and ac-" 
tivity of merchants and planters, and impede the operations of 
government. In à word, he thought that if gentlemen re- 
carded the” preſervatiot! of the Weſt India iſlands, they would 
not accede to the meafure now propoſ e.. 
Mr. Jentinſon conſidered the motion, if carried, as nothing 
more than tax on flaves; and the preſent Bill, he inſiſted, ' 
was 0 io adequate to the ends propoſed in the motion 


* 
4 - 


made by his honourabſe friend. Mr Jenkinſon profeſſed” that 
be wiſhed: the adoption of fuch regulations as theſe, that the 
conſt of Africa ſtiould be made an Admiral's tation, and that 
no ſuip with faves ſhould fail from thence without the Ad- 
miral's enforcing the regulations reſpecting "tonnage, &c. alſo 
that governors ſhould be eſtabliſhed at thoſe particular places 
where the trade was carried un. Mr. Jenkinſon declared, that 
he had been always an enemy to fixing a particular period for 
the abolition of the trade ʒ at the fame time, he was convinced, 
that under wiſe and ſalutaty regulations its continuance would 
bear r 122 Ne 8 
Mr. Ryder ſupported the motion, and aid, he thought that 
the oppoſition to the meaſure propoſed by his .honourable 
friend, arofe from the candor with which he had ſtated the 
extent of his wiſhes for an abolition ; but, independent of this, 
te conſideted the  particular* teaſon ſufficient for adoptin 
it; that during the middle paſſage, the Hayes were expoſed. 
to great hardſhips ant *wortdlity. He (aid; that from 2 
paper which was put into his hand by an honourable friend 
(Mr: Roſe); for the laſt three years, the loſs, per cent in the 
importation of flayes from” the coaſt of Aftica, by mortality, 
was eſtimated at 16 the firſt, 17 the ſecoud, and 18 the laſt. 
The diminution, therefore, of the mortality, by allowing 
g'eater" tonnage,” would be an advantage inſtead of 2 Toſs to the 
Vol. IV. 1796. 2 G merchants 
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merchants and planters, and he conceived this the moſt lenient 
of all other modes of. accompliſhing an abolition. 
Mt. Reſe did not object to the regulation; reſpeCting, ton- 
nage, if it would prevent mortality among the flaves., Ile 
ſaid that the paper alluded to, had been put by bim into the 
hands of the honqutable gentleman; but the number of deaths 
had not been fairly Gated, as it was only in "6 = from 
. certain. parts that = mortality was ſo great as deſctibed. In 
ſome it had only been four 4s: cent. ſome one, ſo as little to 
exceed che ordinary calculations of mortality among other 
. * 1. 4a 


Mr. Ryacr, explein ed. 
General Te 2 ſaid, ſince à paper was alluded to, on 
which argument was founded, it ſhould. be, properly before 
Mr. Dundas (aid, that he had never ſeen the paper that had 
been ee and if any argument were to be founded on 
it, it — d be regularly moved ſor. He pertectly, concurred 
12 the, object of the propoſitions ſo far as they went to im- 
prove the ſitdation of the ſlaves. in the middle 1 he 
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owned, he was {tartled When he heard that they were directed 


to abolitionu. Wich regard to the prohibition of new. ſhips 
dern Bp trade, it muſt depend upon the fact, Whether 
i 


many ſhips bad lately entered, or whether the prefent ſhips 
were old in trade aud would retire, |, His approbation or dii- 
approbation would follow, according as this fact turned out. 
le thought {ſince they were at variance in their. ſtatement of 
facts, they Thould wait for correct information, He cautioned 
the honourable gentleman (Mr. Wilberforce) againſt attempt- 
We to effect the abolition, or loading the preſent 
Bill with clauſes that would oceaſion, oppoſition that would 
prove fatal to it both in this and the other houſe, and thus 
defeat a meaſure about which all were agreed, and from which 
much advantage had accrued, ... -_... 10 | 
Mr. Barham oppoled the propoſitions, and ſtated that t he 
iflands would not be averſe from abolition moderately. and 
prudently conducted; but the Houſe having already this feſ- 
{ron declined an abolition of the trade, an indirect attempt oi 
this nature, Which was avowed by the. honourable gentleman, 
who introduced. it was ſomewhat. indecorous, as well as in- 
conſtent with their late determinations,” 1 
Mr. Francis ſaid, he wuuld give his cordial aſſent to aoy 
meaſure that would ameliarate the condition of the unfortu- 
nate Africans. From a curſory view of the ſtatement, be 
drew an average tbat the mortality was at leaſt a loſs . 
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or ten per cent. This was an argument that ought to induce 
the Houſe to conſider the fact; if a faving occurred in the 
loſs by mortality, that would recompence the planters and 
merchants for what they ſhould ſuffer by an additional ex- 


nee.. e N 
"The Ghancelloy of the Exchequer declared, that after the late 
determination of the Houſe, he ſhould object to his honourable 
friend's motion, if he conſidered it in the light of an indirect 
abolition ; as ſuch,” the meafure propoſed would be nugatory, 
for it would merely add about 21. to the price of a negro. 
He profeſſed to be one of thoſe who deplored the African 
{ave trade; he could not therefore deſire its extenfion by the 
employment of new capitals, or the enereaſe of plantations. 
He compared the allowance of tonnage in ſlave ſhips with that 
allowed in the tranſport ſervice, to foldiers and convicts, and 
argued that the Houſe ſhould be equally: careful of the health 
of the negroes. If it was a matter of doubt whether the 
Houſe might not go further than the meaſure ſuggeſted, this 
could he no nd of objection why they ſhould not at leaft 
go as far. He ſhewed that the mortality among the negroes 
exceeded what ſome ntlemen ſuppoſed. Uppn cheſe grounds 
N of the | xcheqacy enforced the regulations ſug- 

Mt. Bayham explained. 319-4 M08 n bs 

Mr. Dundas ſaid, he did not wiſh to inſinuate that a iuffi- 
cient totinage ſhould not be allowed; his object was merely 
that the Houſe ſhould be put in poſſeſſion of every neceſſa 
information, to enable them to aſcertain ee 
ſhould be allowed. He therefore truſted, that gentlemen 
would not by perſiſting in the elauſes, reduce thoſe who op- 
poſed them to put the Bib, which was in other reſpects a good 
one, in a queſtionable ſhape, He wiſhed the paper on the 
table, on which a good deal ſeemed to be founded. and that 
the Chairman ſhould report progreſs, and aſk leave to fit 
again that they might be able to take up the ſubj*& with full 
information, LO . 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, a delay of a few days 
Was neceſſary to furniſh the Houſe with” grounds ta form ; 
eſtimate of the mortality which took place in the middle pal- 
ſage. In that time the praper papers emght be laid' befors 
the Houſe for the ſatisfaction of gentlemen, though he was 
then perfectſy convinced, that ſome ten od of tonn 
ſhould be adapted, even perhaps exceeding that which 
been ropbſecths the committee by his honourable friend. | 
Me. Willhoyforee and Mr. 8kritzry Dundds explained. 
Lord Sheffield (aid, that the 88 of abolition, as pro- 
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pore by the right honourable gentleman, would make the 
eſt-India iſlands a curſe to the country; whereas they 
were at preſent the moſt valuable acquiſition we had, as the 
country derived an annual produce of twenty-four millions 
from them. He would not therefore concur in any ſuture at- 
rangement that went to injute our colonial intereſts. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer replied, and declared, that 
no motive of intereſt either with reſpect to commercial or ter- 
ritorial acquiſitions, could induce. him to conſent to the exten- 
ſion or aggrandizement of the ſlave trade. When he expreſ- 
ſed a hope for the concurrence of the Houſe with him, he bad 
no idea of attaching, in any undue manner, the noble lord to 
his cauſe. What he ſaid was merely in conſequence of what 
he heard at all times before, and then in particular, of the 
general wiſh that the trade ſhould one day ceaſe. by this was 
granted, if the extenſion, of the trade was . conſidered, not 
merely inhuman, but impolitic, he was aware, and-he truſted 
the Houſe would think with him, that meaſures ſhould be pu: 
in train for the inſenſible and, gradual abolition which was 
looked to. It was before urged, that when the ſexes were 
proportioned to maintain a population of the flaves in the 
iſlands, the trade itſelf ſhould be aboliſhed. He truſted the 
Houſe, and the planters themſelves were ſincere in that propo- 
ſition ; and that the horrid commerce was not to continue, 
and be daily and yearly extended. He truſted the Hou: 
would even ſee the policy of giving up partial and temporary 
conſiderations for future and ſolid, advantages--+that they 
would not, for any motives of lucre, purſue, meafures that 
od ſully the glory of our commercial and territorial. in- 
tereits. 104 


1 


HAT DUTY. 


The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a committee of the whole 
Houſe on the hat duty Bill. 4 IS 
It was fixed that after the 5th of April, 1797, every perſon 

wearing a hat with the lining unſtamped, ſhould be liable in 
the penalty. OD Fat Is re LA] 
Mr. Martin aſked if a perſon wearing a hat without a lining 
was liable ? 33 Wa 0 
Mr. Ryſe ſaid the words were for any perſon wearing a hat 
Without a lining properly ſtampet. 

Mr. V, Smith aſked whether a perſon getting a new hat 
Hived, would be liable to the tx ?: 
De Chancellor of the Exchequer aid, that thoſe who paid the 


tax to any. conſiderable amount, were not likely to be gc the 
3 1 *4 | — | 5 p | ice 
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practice of new lining their hats; and where the hat was of 
inferigr price, ceconomy would not be obſtructed by the tri- 
fung additional duty. 9 198 Dei * 

A, clauſe was, brought up, by. which the owner of a hat is 
compelled to prove that bis hat paid the duty. 
Ihe Houſe was then reſumed, and the report ordered to be 
received. 1 98 | = GR 

BLACK LEAD DUTY BILL, 


The Houſe in a committee for impoſing certain duties on 
black lead imported into Great-Britain, came to the follow- 
ing teſolutions:—“ That a duty of 1s. per cwt. be laid on 
black lead imported: —and that 6d be allowed on every cut. 
een 1 3338 

The' reſolutions were reported, and ordered to be received 
OE Oe Anger bom we ge thats 
e e, oo , eee | 

Mr, Techmere lamented the thinneſs of the Houle to go into 
2 committee for remedying the preſent ſcarcity of corn; and 
hence he was induced to move, that the order of the day be 
read. The order being read, he moved that it be diſcharged, 
and fixed for Friday ſe'ennight, the ſixth of May, on which 
day he would moſt certainly tubmit his intended motion. 
„eee er | 

| CELL. CITY MILITIA, 

The Houſe reſolved itfelf into a committee, for reducing 
two acts of the two laſt ſeſſions of parliament” into one, for 
the better regulation of the city militia. © Several amend- 
ments were propoſed and agreed to. The Houſe being re- 
ſumed, the report was ordered to be received on Friday next. 

Adjourned. 7 


HOUSE OF LOR DS. 
| "WEDNESDAY, Abril . a 
Heard counſel on a Scots appeal, Cameron d. Cameron. 
The Bills on the table were read in their different ſtages. 
Adjourned. renn, an hn ohh 5-1 14644 th 


HOUSE OF COMMONS... ©... 

1441. 4 WEDNESDAYS, April . 

The report of the committee for regulating the importation 
of black lead was brought up, read, and agreed to; as was that 
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The reverend Mr, Jones's diygroe: Bill paſſed a committet 
of the whole Houſe. 

Mr. Charles Long woved * 3 to ait in 2 Bill Fl the 
more effectually preventing the landing of goods, wares, and 
merchandize, without ſubmitting them to the inſpeCtion of 
proper officers, and who ſhall make certarh n in n the 
landing of Wine, &c. Gtanted. 10 

48a 4 


SUMMER THEATRE. 


"Sir Wathin Lewes: moved for Jeave to; 3 in a Bil to 
enable his Majeſty to licenſe as a ſummer theatre the houſe 
in Wellcloſe == in the liberty of the Tower Hamlets. 

Mr. Mainwaring ſaid, it would be extraordinary if the 
Houſe ſhould agree to paſſing a Bill of this kind, after they 
had refuſed the very fame thing, when he moved it a few years 
ago. At all events ſuch a matter as this deſerved much more 
confideration than could be expected to be given to it in ſo thin 
a Houſe; and therefore he hoped the worthy alderman would 
poſtpone 1 the conſideration of the motion for a few days, with 
this view he move, that the debate upon this ſubjc ſhould 
be adjourned to Monday next. 


Sir Watkin Lewes ſaid, he thought i it a little Chtrdordiatry: 


that the honourable geatiemah, who had been fo ſtrenuoys 
an advocate for this very meaſure ſome. time ago, fhould 
on the preſent occaſion, be ſo ready to oppoſe even its in- 
troduction, however he had no objection to its being diſ- 
cuſſed in a fuller Houſe, and therefore he ſhould not op- 
poſe the adjaurnment of it to Monday. 

The queſtion was then put, and the debate was adjourned 
to Monday next. | 


INDEMNIFICATION TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE'S 
CLERKS. 


The report of the committee for allowing 10001. a year be- 
tween the clerk's of the ſecretary ot ſtate's office, as a com- 
penſation to them for the loſs they may ſuſtain in conſequence 
of the pafſing of a Bill now depending for the regulation of 
a of parliament and newſpapers, was brought up 
and rea 

Mr. Jelyll declared he had no deſire to oppoſe the granting 
of this compenfation, he wiſhed however to be intormed, 
whether the report of the committee who” took into confider- 
atiou che ſubject of the ſalaries and emuluments of theſt gentle- 
men, had ever ow r upon by ä 
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\ The Ghanzellor of the Exchequer anſwered in the affirmative, 
and (aid, that many. of the recommendations of that committee 
had been attedwpon.. Some things bad indeed! been done 
contray to the opinion oi thoſe commillioners,. but on the 
whole af the matter the executive government had done what 
appeared to them to be the moſt beneficial for the public, and 
that many very falutary, as well ceconomical regulations, had 
taken place in the poſt oftice,, e. - 
The. reſolution of thie committee for this conditional al- 
lowance to the clerkt was then read, and agreed to, 
a | 7 — Ats 48D ASS. OA 
The Houle reſolved//icfelf into a committee of ways and 
means. Fenn He LOO ft 
The Ghancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that in eonſequence of 
all that had been before advanced reſpecting the dog tax 
(which: he meant as A ſubſtitute for another article of taxation, 
tound adviſcable-ta be-relinquiſhed,) he would not trouble the 
committee with many words. He meant merely to move a 
reſolution, which, if agreed to by the commirtee, would be the 
ground-work of a Bill, The reſolution was to the following 
effect: That in all aſſeſſed houſes, keeping no more than 
one dog, the duty tor the ſame ſhould be three ſhillings: that 
in allefſed and unaſſeſſed houſes, where more than one dog 
was kept, a duty of five ſhillings ſhould be paid on each dog; 
that a ſporting dog kept in. any houſe ſhould be liable to a duty 
of fixe ſhillings 3 and laſtly that all unaſſeſſed houſes, keeping 


no more than one dog. (unleſs. that dog came under the de- 


nomination of ſparting-or luxury.) ſhould be exempt from all 
duty whatever.” ais, the Chancellor of the Exchequer 


ſaid he conſidered, to be ſo fair, that he thought it could meet 


no great objeftion..” 6 
Mr, Dent roſe, and repeated many of his arguments on a 
former night againſt the priticiple of the tax, in the manner in 


which the Chancellor of the Exchequer meant to make it 
attach. In his bill, his deſign was that the whole produce 
ſhould go in aid of the poor rates, and not to the revenue. - 
The principle of this Bill, Mr. Dent ſaid, was to prevent 


canine madneſs, by the deſtruction of 55 which were nei - 
ther of uſe nor comfort to individuals. By this plan the mĩd- 


dling claſs would in à great meaſure be relieved from the 


burthens which are of late very heavy in the incteaſe of 


poor rates, Though his Bill had been rejected on 2 former 

night, after drawing forth much wit and ridievle; particularly 

from an honourable gentleman (Mr. Courtenay, ) hm 
: he 
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he ſaw then in his place, he was RI} ſo evnvInced of the good 
tendeney of its principle and proviſions, thatheſhonldtake the 
ſenſe of the Houſe reſpecting the Chancellor'sfthe Pxchequer's 
reſolution: and he Was able to inform the Tight honourable 
zentleman, by a ſetter be had received from Durham; that 
ch was the effect of his fpeech reſpecting this buſineſs on a 
former night, that the poor in that patt of the country were 
already canvaſſing for having de rer the rich divided 
among them to evade the tax. This, he hat before ſuggeſted, 
would be the-eaſe---the-ſquire would ſend his dogs to che 
cottager to avoid the tax; the dogs would be thus divided, 
and more miſchief would ariſe. Beſide, the poor man, he was 
aware, would be often obliged to remove his own dog to make 
room for the ſquire's dog and thus the great cauſe of huma- 
nity which gentlemen ſo much contended ſor in the inſtance of 
the poor man's dog, would be loſt. 
Mr. Flliffe profeſſed himſelf adverſe to che diſcrimination 
of the Chancellor of the Exchequer. Dogs of luxury might 
be kept at the tenant's houſes, and thus the tax avoide d. 
© The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, that the hon. gentleman 
had come back again to the queſtipa which had been before 
debated, Whether̃ the tax ſhould go in aid of the revenue, or to 
diminiſh the numbet of dogs. As to the ſeveral arguments 
which the honourable, atleman (Mr. Dent) had then ufed, 
they were ſufficieptiy unſwered on a' former night. With re⸗ 
gard to the correſpondence which the honourable gentleman 
had mentioned, the Hquſe certainly could not give it much 
weight: Unlefs ſome of the telegraphs had been at work to 
fend his ſpeech to Durham, he was not aware how it could fo 
ſoon have reached that city, and a fepott of its etfect and im- 
— have been returned to town fo early,” Could ir ſince 
Honday night laſt, if conveyed fo far, directly have ſurh ex- 
traotdinary operation? The argument was againſt the bo- 
nourable gentleman; in conſequence of his bill which has been 
rejected, gentlemen who wiſhed to evade the tax, poachers, 
and the like, were for lodging their dogs with the poor; they 
would, however, find themſelves diſappointed. To another 
honourable gentleman (Mr. Joliffe), he would ſay, that th! 
very diſtinctions which he diſapproved did away his objections. 
Gentlemen would ſee that they could not eyade the tax by 
ſending dogs of ſport to their tenants; and it was not likely 
that ladies would loſe the ſociety of their lap dogs, and ſend 
them to cottagers* houſes to evade the duty. 


© Captain Berkley declared, that he approved of the tax, 
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de wiſhedi the · diſt id ton to be. well aſecettained:— he was for 
adding the words Jurehres or tetriers. 47431977) © OTH * 
Me. Burton ſaid, be unwillingly oppoſed any meaſure that 
went in aid of the reveuue to ſupport a juſt and neceſſary war : 
but he thought the meaſure injurious to the landed intereſt. If 
dogs of ſpott were taxed, the country would loſe its attraction, 
and be deſerted. Its ere Nee ate enn ne 
Mr. Courtenay ſaid, that che preſent meaſure. was excced- 
ingly unexceptionable and equitable. He ſhould bave been 
ſilent if the honourable gontleman (Mr. Dent) had not alluded 
to him. Since the late debate on the ſubject, he had looked 
into the Tranſactions of the Philoſophical Society at Mancheſ- 
ter, and there he found the elaborate diſſertation, by a very 
ſeiltub gentleman, who kept hounds himſe}f,. that the general 
idea of canine madneſs and hydrophobia entirely errone- 
ous. He truſted that the country gendemen were too liberal 
and humane to ſaddle their dogs (as the honourable gentleman 
(aid) onthe poor, and there was no reaſon to fear that ladies 
would give their lap dogs to be nurſed by farmers and tenants, 
in order to evade the ta. | 4 = 

The whole of the honourable gentleman's opinion reſpecting 
canine madneſs was ſo much out of the way, and the frame 
and proviſions: of his late Bill were ſo eccentric, that he pre- 
ſumed he had borrowed the whole from a famous work, imitled 
The Travels of Baron Monchaufen : the honourable gentleman 
however” Was in earneſt, whereas the Baron meant a mere 
joke. In the 210th page of that book, the Baron relates that 
he as one night diſturbed by an unuſual noiſe in his chamber; 


and riſing, to his great ſurpriſe, found that his large fur cloak 


had been bitten by a mad dog—that the madneſs was commu- 
nicated to his coat, waĩſteoat and breeches—and, in ſhort, 
that ſich at laſt was the mad and furious ſtate of his wardrobe, 
that he was obliged to call in the peace officers to his aid. 

Mr. Dent ſuid, that the honourable gentleman's ſpeech on 
a former night was fo ridiculous, that he muſt be indebted to 
Joe Miller's Jeſts for his materials. If an honourable gentle- 


man (Mr. Sheridan), who was not then in bis place, erected a 


ſtage in Bartholomew fair, and retained” the honorable gen- 
tleman to act as his Merry Andrew, they both might be more 
at home, as to humour aud luce, than in that Houſe, ©! 
Mr. Curtenay diſclaimed any ill- nature in v hat he ſaid then, 
or on à former night. Twas true, that were he reduced to 


the — of exhibiting at Bartholomew fair, he might be 


able to make ſomething by diſcounting a joke; but he ſhould 
be ſorry that the honourable gentleman (Mr. Dent) were 
Vor. IV. 1796. 2 obliged 
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—_ to Tive by "his wit; in uch circumſtances be would 
„ he feared he would ftarve. In the and 
— of lle, it often happened that perſons more elevated 
and ſecure than himſelf, or the honourable gentleman, were 
forced to purſue a' mode of life as degradi N as that which he 
recommended to him. The emi France, many of 
them once bleſſed with riches and eee, and from _ 

heart he pited them, were at that day 2 caſe in point. 
honourable gentleman therefore ſhould, not ſeel fore at — 
him an opportunity to be complimented Wepa on 

turn ſor humour, and on his happy temper. 

Sir Robert Saluſbury profeſſed his — of the rr, 
though he was himſelf a fportſman, 910% = 191009 

Mr. Martin gave the minifter eredit for the tak; which he 
thought a very proper one, 

Lerd $ ld faid, be came down to the houſe tbo! days ago 
to attend a Fill formed in compliance with ſeveral-petitions, 
praying protection againſt the evils ariſing from the increaſe of 

dogs. Ide treatment the Billf received was unbecoming the 
gravity of that houſe. He confeſſed, that eonſidering the great 
iſtreſs of the country on the ſudject of taxntion, He was not 
forry that the chrancellor of the exchequer had ſeized upon the 
tax for the uſe of the public, he might however have done it 
with due attention to the wiſhes of the petitioners,” © Phe tax of 
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certainly was popular im the e but it was with the view pro. 
of getting rid of that very kind ot og. which the chancellor of \ 
the exchequer meant particularly to exempt. He entirely dis- Bene 
* with thoſe who affected to call a dog the great comfort 1 
the poor. He knew that, on the contrary, they were the | 


fource of :misfortune to them; ; they involv them and their 
children in perpetual ſtriſes and diffculties; z they were the 
cauſe of the greateſt ill- will and warfare among neighbours. 
bo r, half-ſtarved animal, whoſe exiſtence was a_miſery, | 
e thief that plundered the petty ſtores of many wretchel Af 
— Theſe poor, neglected dogs were always in the way Was C 
of being bitten by mad dogs, and conſequently of communi- 2 
cating the horrid diſorder to the moſt unguarded of the com- 
mun ty." Ide inſtances in his neighbourhood were innumer- 
able. No mam cont be more averſe than he was to give the 
ſignal to maſſacre thofe, Kaithful ere - he therefore mY 
poſt, that the preſent exiſting of every poor man ſhould 
exempt from taxation; 205 if 1 thought 1 8 to take 
another dog Rn He ſhould pa the | Ay, eh a regu- 
latibn there would be no outrage rf r man's ella, 5 de 
m_— not dt be « degriveg'af ah old faith al companion, 0 mr 
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de and his family wereattached, Theaffeationof e 
to the comſocts of the poor, as had been expreſſed, would not 

at this time. f.the country is in a ſituation at preſent 
to 1ndulge in ſuch conſiderations, ſet the poor have the com- 
fort. of ſhoes to their feet, by diminution of the tax upon ſea- 
ther ; let them have the comfort-of light, and of cleanlineſs, 
by the reduction of the tax upon candles and ſoap; let them 
— the comfart of a little ſmall. beer, by ſome modification 


of the malt tax. The country, however, he had too much 


reaſon to believe. was not at preſent in a ſituation to forego 
ſuch productive taxes on conſumꝑtion. For his part, 
de ſhould prefer a gener tax of five {hillings upon all dogs, 


with an exception in favour of the poor man's exiſting dog. as 


already mentioned. 

General- M Lead liked the tax; but wiſhed to know from 
the miniſter, whether it would produce more or leſs than one 
bundred thouſand- pounds, Which was fiſt calculated, now 
that be had-ralipquiſhed bis ex of one ſhilling on the cot 


75 — of the Exchequer replied that this could make 
no difference, as it was not at firſt intended that this part of 
the tax ſhould go, to the revenue; In conſequence, however, 
of other alterations, he Was induced to think that it would 
produce more than was at firſt calculate. 

Mr. Sumner wiſhed to introduce à clauſe to make: the tax” 
general; that propoſition. was however, teſec ec. 


The houietyenidianced woo cet s reſolution, _ 
„ tn 7 no- wank 36) agg 57 fa 
o , 586105 ES » 5 7 #} 571401 2 | 

TW Nein 2911113 ttb. bas 25 't 01992 ' ſh?) 5; 
ms nher bar thiw Maori, 23 1 
After ſome 7 1118 te Houſe teſumed, and the aber 

nee. 9b b $3 195 * 22.0 
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Mr, Serjeant a brought up. the na for: relieving. n 
Quakers from impriſonment in certain caſes, teſpectiag t 
payment of tythes, and for admi Heir evidence. b * n 
mation in criminal and civil caſes. The Bill was read a firſt q 
time; and, on the motion for the ſecond reading, 


0 2X9 54 


Mr, J. Bowbins Browne ſuggeſted, the propriety of intro- 
dueing a proviſion againſt abuſes of, perlons, who maght call 
demſelyes quakers in order ſo give falſe witneſss. 

Mr, Serjeant Adair ſaid, * though aruch would be dene 
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for the people called Quakers by fiich a meaſure, ſtill it could 


not be ſuch as to induce any ill-difpoſed perſon to pre 
himſelf a Quaker; and if 6; one — Ret bes 
fraud, they would be puniſhed by the law; as it regards per- 
Jury: He then moved, that the Bin be read a ſecond time on 
Monday the 2d of May, and then printed. Ordered,  - 
_ Adjourned. SBP BLU! 6.0% 26M. Cpl [yr 
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© HOUSE OF LORD. 
Tuvnspar, April 28. 
*Received ſeveral Bills from the Commons, © 
0 cad the Bills On the table. Adjourned. 5 18.4. 


— —_—_ 


HOUSE OF ONO Ns. 


The report was received, and a Bill ordeted to be brought 
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TY a *qQ 1 "7 
„ * 93 22 ＋ 6 HAT DUTY -- BILL»: 77 . 0 — 
The report of the committee was brought u. 
Mr. Sheridan ſaid, that from the conſtruction of this Bill 


the manufacturers of hats would be placed in an auk ward 
* ſituation» 
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fituations/ They could ,not fell any hats to the retail dealer 
without incurting the penaltics 8 the Bill, though it was 
well Known that the uſual, courſe of the trade Was for the 
manufacturer to ſell the hats ton the dealer in an unfiniſhed 
ſtate, and the lattec lined them and dreſſed them up for ſale, 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid in reply, that the hon. 
ntleman was in a ſituation by no means new to him, viz. 
that of objeCting to one clauſe of a Bill, without having peruſed 
the whole; if he had read the Bill, he would have found that 
it contained a clauſe by -which/the manufacturer was allowed 
to ſell hats to the dealer Without the duty. 2 
Mr. V. Smith objected to the tax, as a miſnomer, it was in 
fat a tax on the lining of hats, and not a tax upon hats, If it 
was conſidered a tax upon the latter, how did the matter tand ? 
Inſtead of impoſing a duty of two thillings on each hat, it 
would amount to a duty of fix ſhillings on ſome hats, as he 
underſtood that every lining muſt be ſtamped, though it was 
known that the ſame hats were often lined two and three times, 
Thus the tax would be a duty on hats to three times the 
amount that it profeſſed. He ſaid he had converſed with ſeve- 
ral perſons, both retailers. and others, who were of opinion, 
that it would be much better to ſtamp the hat itſelf, this could 
be done in the dye, without ſubjecting the impoſt to be 
evaded, which might be the caſe with reſpect to the lin- 


inge N "NR 

The Chancelhr of the Exth:quer aid, it frequently happened, 
that geademen, who had not giyen themſelves the trouble of 
careiully conſidering the whole of a ſubject, fancied they could 
ſuggeſt more effectual means of collecting a tax, than that pro- 
poſqd by a miniſter. This very mode ſuggeſted by the honour- 
able gentleman had been under conſideration, but it appeared, 
from all the information he had been able to obtain, that the 
plan would tend materially to injure the article and prejudice 
the trade in it, With reſpect to the other obſer vation of the 
honourable gentle man, viz. that perſons having their hats 
lined would be liable to pay the duty more than once, he cou- 
ceived that to be neither a new nor an improper principle. 

By the preſent Bill reſgecting the duties upon hats, perions 
were bound to have freth ſtamps with their hats, when they 
were new lined ; this claliſe therefore was rather the Enforce- 
ment of an old, than the introduction of a new principle. 

The report with the amendment was agreed to, and the Bill 
ordered to be engtoſſed and read a third time the next day. 
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wavy BILLS. 


The Chancellor 42 70% Exchequer moved, that An — 
of all the navy, victualling, and tranſport bills out 


with the intereſt upon them, be laid before the Houſe,” prepa - 
ratory to a motion W n 71 5 


bills. Order em. 
| LANDED exTATE was" 


Me. Hobart brought up the report of the Bill fore granting 


2 duty to his majeſty on the ſucceſſion of real eſtates. 
Mr. Sheridan ſuggeſted a materia) conſide ration, whether 


this Bill might not induce. people, who wiſhed to bequeath the | 
whole of their property, undiminiſhed, to inveſt it in the 


French or other foreign funds? 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer 8 the queſtion to be 
worthy. of conſideration, but fd, if the practice became pre- 
valent, it would be neceſſary to provide a remedy. As perſons 
who veſted property in the foreign funds were ſubject to the 
charge of e commiſſion on the receipt of the intereſt, 
that together with the hazard oy encountered, would prevent 
them from having recourſe to ſuch a meaſure. He would not 
ſay any more on the on; 0 at preſent, as it did not preſs for 
argument or animadverſion.. 

r. Sheridan reminded the ri 5 honourable gentleman that 
it was a known fact that ſey le had been and were in 
the habits of buying into the A funds, who, by the 
preſent Bill, would have an additional inducement to adhere 
to the practice. 

'The report was ordered to be recommĩtted, and the Bill to 
be printed with the amendment, and taken into farther con- 
ic on that day ſe nnight. | 


CUR ATES:; | 


The ite of the day, for the houſe reſolving itt into a 
committee, ef A Bilt for allowing a certain maintenance to 
curates, being 5 
Mr, ae ſaid, he conſidered the preſent to be a money 

bill. It originated i in the houſe of lords, whereas it ſhould 
have been firſt introduced in the commons. 


The Speaker (aid, as far as he could ſtate from recolleQion, 
this Bill did nothing more than extend the s of a Bill al- 
ready in force, and which originated in the Houle of Peers. 
Tt wa merely a | Bil of Gal to enable the biſhops 2 

make à diſtribution of property nen in their poſſeſſion, and 

1 * the privi- 
leges 


did not interfere with the public purſe, or trenc 
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teges of the Houſe of Commons, by Jaying a new impoſt on 


the le. 5 8 FX net 
"nerd Snilthdethered he was not vert to the principle of 
the Bill, but he nevertheleſs entertained” doubts, whether it 
did not partake of the nature and effect of à money Bill, as 
it went to impower the dioceſan to lay a new burthen on the 
rector, by increaſing the ſalary of the curate. | 
Mr. Sheridan band, it was better to delay the further progreſs 
of the Bill, than to lead the Houſe into the ſerious miſtake of 
fuffering the other Houſe to aſſume the leaſt control over the 
eee eee | N e 
De Chaneelhy of the Exchequer and Sir William Scott coin- 
cided with the Speaker, bur agreed with the honourable gen- 
deman; that if the leaſt doubt remained in gentlemens minds 
it ſhould not be precipitared through the Houſe, Oo 
The Bill was ordered to be committed to a committee of 
the whole Houſe on Monday next, in order to enable the Houſe 


WEST INDIES. 


The order of the day was moved and read for reſuming the 


adjourned debate on Mr. Sheridan's motions, relative to the 
production of papers concerning the Weſt India expedition; 
his firſt motion was read, namely, That accounts be laid 
before the Houfe of the number of men ſent out in the expedi- 
tion under the command of Sir Charles Grey, at the cloſe of 
r 
r. Secretary Dundas began along, perſpicuous, and im- 
preſſive ſpeech with declaring that to the preſent and ſome 
ether of the right honourable gentleman's motions, he had 
nothing to object, to others he ſhould propoſe ſome amendments 
which appeared to him highly proper and abſolutely neceſſary. 
He ſhould alſo move for the production of more papers on the 
ſubject than the right honourable. gentleman had thought pro- 
per to include in his liſt, numerous as that liſt was. After this 
declaration it might reaſonably be expected that he ſhould not 
copay much of the time of the Houſe; he muſt, however, 
lay claim to their patience, while he took a review of all the 
circumſtances connected with the ſubject, in which in common 
with the other confidential ſervants of the crown, he was ſo 
ſtrongly "implicated, without going through a detail of that 
nature, it would be impoſſible for him ta eſtabliſh, what, how - 
ever preſumiptuous and arrogant it might ſeem in him to aſſert 
it he truſt he ſhould be able to ma © out fo the ſatisfaction 
eee 
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of the Weſt Indies was imputable to the executive govern- 


ment. „ 
Fe inſinuation and direct charge of a groſs and unpardona- 
ble neglect, with reyard to the protection of the Weſt India 
colonies, had indeed been often heard unanſwered within thoſe 
walls, and it muſt frequently” fall to the lot of thoſe who fil 
important ſtations in executive government, to be obliged to 
preſerve a mortifying filence, while random imputations were 
thrown on them by thoſe, who holding no reſponſibility them - 
ſelves, indulged every latitude of ſpeculation, and taking ad- 
vantage of poſterior events, did not conſider the circumſtances 
under which the original judgment was formed. Such had 
frequently been his ſituation, but never more than in the pre- 
ſent inſtance, when miniſters were fo openly and-repeatedly 
accuſed of neglect in that part of the empire, which had, in 
fact, partaken ſo largely of their moſt anxious concern. The 
time had, however, at length arrived, when he felt himſelf in 
ſome degree at liberty to advert to the ſubject in the way that 
his inclination would have often led him to diſcuſs it, had not 
a ſenſe of a much higher duty, than regard to his own feelings, 
compelled him to be filent.. He wiſhed therefore to intreat 
the attention of the Houſe, and to beg their patience, as he 
entered into and proceeded through a circumſtantial narrative 
of the ſtate of thoſe iſlands, and the conduct obſerved by this 


country towards them from the period of the commencement 


of the war. That event, it would be generally recollectec, 
took place early in 1793, at which time the effective military 
force of the country did not amount quite to 17,000 men. 

It was neceſſary that the Houſe ſhould all along advert to 
the reduced peace eftabliſhment from which the military excr- 
tions of the country araſe, and the numerous and complicated 
intereſts that muſt neceſſarily have engaged the attention of 
government when the war commenced, in order to ſee chat at 
all periods of it the exertions of the country had been propor- 
tionate tothe means. Of the ſmall force we had in the 
ning of 1793, four regiments were detached to the Weſt 
Indies. I'wo from Gibraltar, and two from Nova Scotia. 
The very firſt addition of force ſent to our oolonies went to 
thoſe iſlands,” and from the firſt appearance of hoſtilities, ſuch 
orders were given as enabled us to recapture almoſt the he 
of the valuable poſſeſſions of the ene my in chat quarter. The 


War began in February, and in April or May, from the orders 


that had been iſſued, we acquired the recapture of Tobago. 

He did not quote this in order to boaſt of any very great exer- 

tions on our part, becauſe our arrival was aided there by 1 
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7 rote „ 


gn e of the inhabitants, who were eager to 
ake off their lance to the F rench, but in offer t6. th 
that we: Bon nity of eondueſt. We 
afterwards recerved accounts of the furtenderof St. Pierre arid 
Miquelon,” which though they required but ſmall exertions, 
our means we te ſmall}, contributed to prove that there was 
omiſſion of advantage. He did not chuſe to dwell upon other 
ſubſequent ſueceſſes; but to Gon up all in brief, in rl Corr 
of the orders iſſued, we gained at the ſame time an umverſal 
conguelt of every: ofen of the enemy in the eaſtern patt of 
the world. 80 far from being negligent, therefore, -of the 
Weft Indi es in the outſet of the war, they were preciſely the 
places which firſt obtained the notice and protection of govern- 
ment. When tie ſaid that, he again deſired the Houſe to re- 
collect the limited farce left upon the peace eſtabliſhment, 
which, of neceſſity, cauſed a Tong time to elapſe before-we 
could recruit, arrange, and accommodate an efficient arma- 
ment. During the fuminer of 1793. it was propoſed that Sir 
Charles Grey and Sir John Jervie ould embark te the 5 
Indies with 10% 0 men; but that? force Was — 
diminiſhed © to 60000, Which, joined to the force Ure 
Jamaica and the 4 aus, compoted 1 t,009'e 
men. It was ior neceſſary fot him to dwelſ upon the —— 
of that armament: on account of the diminutipn of 
men it could not be expected that ſo much ſhould be under 
taken as with à Jeſs limited forte; and he expteſſed that ſenti- 
ment to dit C. Grey before he left this cuntry. He men- 
tioned: this for two reafons; fitſt, becauſe he wo \ — 
ſuſpected of 5impoking any unwartattable taſk upon wy on 
lant 'officet'31and* ſecondly, becauſe that ralline-of "oikeer: ad 
exceeded "tris' * ſanguine expectations; and no word 
thought ſhould ever eſcape him in the leaſt derogatory to the 


character of that able and meritorious officer, from Whatever 


quarter the proydcation might come. He meant, therefore, 
explicitly to declare, that he imputed no blame whatever to 
kia, and to have it underftood that government entertained 
the higheſt ſenſe of the great and exerpplary { [efvices) whiels he 
had rendered, his country- * | 

On the realoning, however, of ale 3 Je 
could not be denied wy erifure' was to be inferred. If 


a may a the conduct of that gallant officer 
tajnly 83 ou 15 Dundas) denied both 
Le ittohs, ad tes 12 inverſe; that 


Charles Grey's.condt Was tight apd zue argument *2 
conveyed a cenſute on ee We rent ol that expedi- 
I ox. IV. 1796. os 
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tion was well known, Martinique was firſt taken, then St, 
Lucie, and laſtly Gaudeloupe. After theſe conqueſts, Sir 
Charles Grey, had no uneaſineſs about retaining them. He 
was particular in repeating. this, becauſe on the late occafion 
he found. it difficult to reſcue his own words from cavil and 
miſrepreſentation : he now therefore meant diſtinctly to Nate, 
that Sir Charles Grey, in ſending the four regiments which 
arrived in May, 1794, to St. Domingo, was governed wholly 
by his own ditcretion, and did not act from any direction, or 
even recommendation of government. He was far from 
blaming the exercite of that diſcretion, on the contrary he 
approved of it, and thought it highly ſerviceable; but ſuch as 
it was, it was wholly in its origin, and all its conſequences 
attributed to that officer, who by that ſtep plainly indicated 
that in his opinion at that time the Weſt India lande were 
W in a ſtate of ſecurity, and free from that danger which 
gentlemen now pronounced fo very obvious and alarming, 
After the expedition had failed, it was further neceſſary to 
ſtate to the houſe, that Sir Charles Grey received no intima- 
tion of intended reinforcement, but what was contained in a 
Jetter written to him, of the date of December 18, 1792, 
wherein he (Mr. Dundas) informed him, that he might expect 
one or two regiments. The reinforcements ſo promiſed in 
fact arrived; for two of the four regiments ſent from Cork 
were deſtined for the Leeward Iſland ſervice, the other two 
for, St. Domingo; but Sir Charles Grey's commiſſion as 
Commander in chief, extended to Jamaica and St. Domingo 
as the Leeward Iſlands, ſo that he had power, if circum- 
ſtances warranted it, of detaining the whole four regiments 
for the protection of the Leeward Iſlands. On the contrary, 
however, he ſent Yay 7 regiments deſtined by government 
to that part of the Weſt Indies, which plainly indicated the 
moſt poſitive opinion of its ſecurity. It was further remark- 
able, that at that time Sir Charles Grey meditated a new ex- 
pedition againſt another of the enemy's ſettlements, (the ſet- 
tlement of Cayenne,) and for that purpoſe actually detained 
the 35th regiment; but thinking afterwards that his force 
. , was. inſufficient to promiſe him ſucceſs, he relinquiſhed that 
- idea, and ſent the 35th regiment to join the other three at St. 


1 ; 


94 5 omingo. 2 U 9 7 d 
It was intimated in the courſe of the former debate on this 
ſubject, that government had ſent out orders, or at leaſt 2 
ſtrong recommen Ws to Sir Charles Grey, to diſpatch the 

t. Do 


_. four regiments to mingo. All, however, that goveri- 


ment had done was in a letter ſent from England in 9 
L 1 
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1794, to inform him, that they had deſtined two of the regi- 
meats ſent from Cork for the Leeward Iſland ſervice, and two 
for St, Domingo; at the ſame time intimating, that if cit- 
cumſtances would allow. of it, that it might be expedient to 
ſend the whole four there; leaving it, however, wholly to his 
diſcretian, according to the urgency of the ſervice, either to 
retain them in the Leeward Iflinds, or ſend them away. The 
utmoſt that this letter could amount to was, therefore, but an 
intimation, ing the reſult wholly where it ought to be 
placed, in the diſcretion of the commander in chief; but 
taking it, as aſſerted to be, a recommendation, or. even a 
command, the caſe would not be varied; for the letter was 
not ſent from England till June, whereas Sir Charles Grey 
had diſpatched the four regiments to St. Domingo ſo early as 
the beginning of May; hg was therefore entitled, according 
to the principles advanced on the other fide, to conſider this 
conduct of Sir Charles Grey as totally uninfluenced by miniſ- 
ters, and ariſing merely from his free and whom e 
acting with a local knowledge of the ſituation of the Iflands, 
and the means of their defence. Fo ee 

On the occalion before alluded ta, it had alſo been thrown 
out, that Sit Charles Grey himſelf had demanded a reinforce- 
ment. He certainly had expreſſed ſuch a wiſh ; but he muſt 
call the attention of the houſe to the period when the reinforce- 
ment was. demanded : it was not till long after this period, 
when our attempt was to diſpoſſeſs the enemy of their ſituation 
in Guadaloupe had proved ineffectual. Sir Charles's letter 


bore date the 11th of Jul „and arrived in 9 on the 18th 
of Auguſt, that the oft Indies were, therefore, in a ſtate of 
ſecurity ſo late as June, 1794, was not only clear from this 
narrative of facts, but was a propoſition further deducible from 
the active and. zealous character of Sir Charles Grey, who 
never would have thought of coming-home while the lands 
were in any degree of danger. And this was not an abſtract 
argument on the general character of an able and enterpriſ- 
ing officer, it had been realized in the very caſe before the 
houſe. Sir Charles Grey, haraſſed and worn out by a cam- 
paign in a dangerous climate, as unexampled in point of 
fatigue, as it was in ſucceſs, manifeſted à defire and had 
ſolicited and obtained his Majeſty's leave to returti'to Eng- 
land for a certain period, in order to reeover his health. 
Previous, however, to: his taking his departure, he had 
thought proper to viſit every. iſland, in order perſonally to 
aſcertain, the degree of ſecurity they were in, and allo en- 
able him to report eee concerning them with 
ne hired 1-115} 1 oro gteater 
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that the enemy had made good a landing, N 
eiſe caſe 


F officer, inade the good of his country ſuperſede the 


eaye of. abſence he had obtained.” The event of his attempté 


of dir Charles Grey's own account of. this tranfation. The oy 
06G Aa) ied 50 ons 0 ' »;' LISUiih 81444 1:0 ETSY | 0n 
inference be 8 to draw froni this was, chat beyond all 
doubt, while Sir . harles Grey intended to return to England, On 
e himſelf conceived that the Welt Indies were in a ſtate of 42 
80 1 
The 
17200, or 2000 of which were f uired with all poſſible expe- fro: 
dition. Upo this application how did government act! tler 
Witiout the Jealt delay, orders were ſent to Gibraltar, from tha 
whence 2. 300 men were diſpatched, who reached the Weſt put 
Indies ip November, the ſame year: and further equipments nec 
* $4 44 $I ITY 343m» WA | : / ; 1 + 8 ib». 50.3. 07 4 +y . 
were immediately ſet on foot here, At the'time the,requili- that 
riqn for a reinforcement of 6000 men was made, the whole of imp 
the Britiſh forces in Great Britaih amonted to no more than give 
17475 men, including the ſick, yet notwithſtanding no ex- eſce 
ertion Was itted in order to Bos a complete 'anſwer to the and 
er. e 31 1 4 2 . . kits Mg ++ " 
requilition, . The number of effective men was ſomewhat un- de 
der 17000. 1 525 99 ö N 10 * 5 
Fix uf the beſt regiments were employed as marines on board the F 5 
fleet, compriſunß — — n 3386 men. beg 
The garriſon; at Gibraltar contained rs 5259 fo 
= v4 | A great 
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A great body of guards was on” the Continent, to che number 

, E Ne "bk 2 151 69 7TH eV a 2 Lt, HY 2917 

„ „ anti ert will rant ingot eee 

co ham ehe of Fes tncluded there were io by ela, 1 18 
The remainder were in England ; and he begged the houſe 

to attend to the mraſures puriued under his ſignuet .. 

. 1 
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Oa the 15th of Augutt ke Ter! a 1 : _ — 600 men. 
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do that addiug the relmſbrcements to the Leeward Nanda, f 927 | 
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The total would be | — 4 ron 15,800 


Theſe meaſures were taken immediately, and he hoped, 
from a fair and eandid conſideration of the fubject, that geg- 
temen would alto he had made an Extenſive proviſion, and 

chat he ſhouſt be no longer aceuſed of criminal neglect. Having 
put theſe on board the tranſports; atict made evety arrangement 
neceſſary for their embarkation, it could be hardly imapined 
that he ſhould capticioufly detain them. He'mighthave'given 
proper. orders ſo as to'occalion their delay, but after he had 
given orders for tranſports to convey them, and for convoy to 
eſcort them, when a preſſing fervice demanded their affiſtanee, 
ind his whole heart and ſoul were engaged in the undertaking, 
e truſted to the candbur of the Houſe for his exculpatisn. 

Ihe firſt detachment failed in October, but afterwards'pur 

back on account of contrary winds. He might entertain ſome 
unreaſonable diſſatisfaction upon this unfortunate delay, and 
ve did expreſs himſelf fo, but hen he examined the journals 
of 
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of the convoy, and ſound: the winds ſo contrary that the tran. 
ſports could not eaſily proceed, he acknowledged the officer to 
be entitled to more credit than he had ſuſpected. Orders were 
given them however to remove the moment the wind changed, 
when the French fleet left Breſt and put to fea. This was in 
December, and while our own fleet, after having been cruil- 
ing about the channel all the ſummer, endeavouring to draw 
the enemy out to no purpoſe, had returned into harbour to re- 
fit. At this time he faid the French fleet came out of Breſt, 
and blocked up our ſhips in their own harbour: They came 
out of Breſt, in order to do what? Undoubtedly to intercept 
and capture that very convoy, and therefore orders were given 
not to fail with means of defence ſo limited. If miniſters did 
wrong in iftuing orders they were reſponſible for it; but he re- 
minded the houſe that this tranſaction happened at an early 
riod of the war, at a time too when we had a fleet in the 
De and another in the Weſt Indies. 
From the two unfortunate, but unavoidable occurrences, 
that he had ſtated, viz. the fleet's putting back in conſequence 
of adverſe winds and the French fleet being at ſea in Decem- 
ber, this reinforcement was delayed for its final departure till 
Februar 1795: How then did the attention of government 
to the Weſt Indies now appear? On the breaking out of the 
war, four regiments were directly diſpatched to that quarter, 
while the whole military eſtabliſhment did not amount to 
17,000 men. Soon after this Sir Charles Grey followed 
with 6000 men, making the whole force in the Wet Indies, 
with what was there before, 11,000 men, at a time when our 
eſtabliſhment did not exceed 305000. Four other regiments 
were afterwards ſent from Cork. And now, upon application 
for 6000 men, 2300 were ſent directly, and that force com- 
pleted by the preſent armament of Admiral Parker to nearly 
10,000 men, a reinforcement that might reaſonably be thought 
equal to what the moſt ſanguine mind could have expected. 
Under all the varied and complicated calls to which government 
were obliged to attend, he left it to the candour of the Houle, 
whether this degree of attention to the Weſt Indies, compared 
- with the actual force of the country, was ſuch as to be deſerving 
of the imputation of neglect? Let it not be contended that this 
imputation differs from criminality. Wilful neglect in go- 
vernment muſt always conſtitute a crime. 
This latter reinforcement, it was obvious, exceeded a good 
deal the application of Sir Charles Grey, though from unavoid- 
able accident, it arri ed too late in the Weſt Indies to 1 
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take any conſiderable plan of operation in the campaign of 
1795, Which, combined with the almoſt unprecedented fick- 
nels of that ſickly climate for ſome months before, was the oc- 
caſion of our debility, and the capture of Guadaloupe, and 
afterwards of St. Lucia. 1 

To the ſame cauſe alſo. was owing the too ſucceſsful ĩnſur- 
rections at Grenada and St. Vincents; for both of theſe events, 
the capture of the former and the, inſurrection in the latter, 
were to be attributed to the ſame cauſe. If miniſters were 
blameable for one, they were for the other, and if excuſeable 
for either, were ſo for both. Let it alſo be recollected, that 
Sir Charles Grey in his application for this reinforcement of 
6000 men, did not apply it wholly as neceſſary for the defence 
of the Leeward Iſlands. He made it with a view to offenſive 
operations, including further the conqueſt of St. Domingo. 

Conſequently the application did not imply an inſecurity 
in the Weſt Iadies, tantamount to the force required ; and in 
addition to thoſe obvious inſtances of ready and zealous at- 
tention on the part of government to the protection and im- 
portance of thoſe colonies, he might add, the expedition 
which took place againſt Tobago, fo early after the com- 
mencement of the war, in order to recover that iſland, which 
the circumſtances of the laſt peace compelled us reluctantly 
to ſurrender to France. The capture of this place was cer- 
tainly facilitated by the encouragement and aſſiſtance of the 
inhabitants, but it alſo was in a great meaſure to be attri- 
buted to the eager wiſhes of the government of this country 
to extend its protection to every part of the Weſt Indies that 
had been connected with us, and as ſuch was a ſtrong proof 
of the intereſt and concern that we muſt have for thoſe that 
are now in our poſſeſſion. TI he progreſs of his narration 
next brought him to conſider the late armament under Ge- 
neral Abercrombie and Admiral Chriſtian, which was planned 
after mature deliberation, and officers every way qualified, 
from profeſſional ability and local knowledge were appointed 
for the purpoſe, * 

The whole expedition, in conſequence of the plan recom- 
mended and adopted, was to conſiſt of two diſtinct bodies, 
one of 15000 men, and the other of 12,000, in all 27,000. 
So far from there having been any delay in the equipment of 
this immenſe army for ſo diſtant a ſervice, it was, to any mind 
poſſeſſed of candour and a knowledge of the detail of official 
buſineſs, a. matter of aſtoniſhment that it was ſo eatly and 
completely in readineſs. It was in the power of gentlemen at 

their 
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their eaſe in that Houſe, to throw imputation of neglect ani 
delay about at random; theit's was neither to plam of execute 
the project. - It Was merely x cavi}-and bhect, to take 
advantage of what had happened, to ſuggeſt and bore bode 
what might; büt Her @hMenged therm many candor 
to view the magnitude of ſuch an 4 2 
* of ſuch 2 body of men for distant an dangerous 
de, in 4 Her and unfeelthy climate. Let then, 
. ei innumetabie pur rticulars ef wicht muſt be com. 
reat diverſity and complication'sf offices und de. 
ace wy muſt unte in rendering it cemplete; the navy, 
e tranſport, and medical departments, divided ad 
br a into all the Interlor mechanim f f. Hbordinat 
n tang) * 4 V 5 
He wiſhed t the Houſe in ne ſit pace were fate 
of the army at that period. A ouf troops Hat not arrived 
from the ontinent till towards the middle" of Jude. There 
were then in all thirty-two old regimente and forty-ſeven 
new. The former, containing about 11,346 men, the" latter 
19, $08, making a total of * 21,r54 men; 7 ut theſe were ſo 
Uiſperſed and irregulat in their compinatione, that an entite 
new regulation was obliged to take place in the whole army. alt 
Ofifelt a prodigy, coi iderihg the time and mariner in which un 
it was performed; and Which, as a wotk in contemplation, lat 
would whe been deemtd wholly impoſſible,” and certainly ml 
could not have been effected, without that tranſcendant 2ea! int 
and ability which diſtinguſſhed the illuſttious perſon, to whom ful 
his, Majeſty had intruſted” the regulation of the army per- 
Jon no 06 eminent for ſtrong and extenſive faculties,” than the 
rag virtues and Stages that adorned and Kiter his his cha- 
a er g 4 7 15 # 
Of thoſe regiments not Gregers 2 Pare for in tw me ey 
one reg | 
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tem Nt 285 „and from dne hundred 1055 fourt AN 
"regitnents, by drauthting and incorporation; they were're- 
8 74 * ninety. * To be able to have the moſt pet view 
the difficulty. and extent of this operation, the diſperſe! 
Atuation of the different corps and the vario 65 And Ccohffict. 
Ing intereſts of officers irifing From their Eno mr een go- 
ernment,” muſt be taken into 1 In this proce!s 
Tae 1 relieved by fencibles 55 N „ Gueruſeß, 
bog an other 7 — parts; he cbr Be IHE orporate! 
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N topether;" al d ater or alt Mis Was Flee, che allo 
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force was further to be equipped anew. for a diſtant and ar- 
duous ſervice. 
With reſpect to the navy, this expedition not only required 
the equipment of a large ſquadron of men of war, but in ad- 
dition 100,000 ton of ſhipping ſor the tranſport ſervice, and 
that at a time when the tranſport; board had only 40, ooo at 
command. An immediate augmentation was therefore ne- 
ceſſary of 60, o. At a time too when tranſports to ſuch a 
large extent were neceſſary to be prepared, the commerce of 
the country (contrary to what generally happens during a 
ſtate of war) had à molt unexampled extent and proſperity ; 
proviſions, which were to be procured in order to victual 
them, they were become extremely dear; ſeamen for theſe 
tranſport veſſels were collected with difficulty proportioned to 
the number of men wanted, and the large bounties given for 
manning the navy, as well as the flouriſhing ſtate of our 
commerce, and the encouragement given to ſailors on board 
trading veſſels. Theſe were ſome of the difficulties to be 
encountered in fitting ſuch a number of tranſport veſſels, to 
the amount of 60,000 tons, It was eaſy for gentlemen to 
cenſure, but he wiſhed them fu ſt to pauſe and conſider the 
almoſt impoſſibility of collecting ſuch a quantity of ſhipping 
under diſadvantages. If they {till went on with their cen- 
ſures, he mult ſay, that ſuch a geotleman muſt either have a 
mind incapable of taking theſe various difficulties and details 
into confideration, or that he muſt be completely ignorant of 
ſubjeclis of this nature. To alleviate the difficulty which-oc- 
curced in this part of the ſervice, two extraordinary reſources 
pn themſelves, the timely arrival of the Eaſt and Weſt 
ndia fleetsz and, without having had recourſe to theſe, it 
would have been abſolutely impoſſible to carry the plan of 
ſervice into execution with any regard to the commerce of 
the country, or the ſeamen that were wanted for the men gf 
war, But even after theſe commercial fleets arrived, time 
was neceſlary for the unloading of their cargoes, and for 
tranſacting the requiſite buſineſs at the Cuſtom Houſe and 
Treaſury, Theſe circumſtances occaſioned a great and un- 
avoidable delay; and, after all, there was the want of two 
different winds to carry theſe {hips from the Thames to Spit- 
head ; delays occaſioned by this laſt c.rcumſtance repeatedly 
happened. Amidſt all theſe difliculties and diſadyantages, the 
commiſſioners of the tranſport ſervice made unbounded ex- 
ertions, and he would appeal, to the candour of any unpre- 
Judiced perſon, if greater expedition was practicable, or greater 
real and activity in the ſervice could have been manifeſted. _ . 
Vor. IV. 1796. 2K WI 
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With regard to another department, eſſentially connected 
with the equipment of this expedition, viz. the Ordnance 
Office ; it ought to be recollected in fairneſs that aſter three 
years of a war, in which both by land and ſea calls on that 
office had been great and exceſſive beyond all precedent, that 
department was ſuddenly required to make the utmoſt exer- 
tions in a very ſhort period of time; and unparalleled exer. 

tions they actually made. The contingent of the department 
was maſſive and ponderous, and could only be gradually col- 
lected and conveyed to the places of its deſtination. In their 
conveyance alſo a double wind was neceſſary. The one that 
took them from Woolwich to the Downs, would not take 
them from the latter place to Spithead ; ſor that purpoſe a 
direct contrary wind was requiſite; - Whentto' all theſe con- 
ſiderations were added the adequate equipment oi each regi- 
ment, and the completion of the hoſpital ſhips and medica 
ſtaff, ſome idea might be entertained of the magnitude and 
immenſity of this expedition, which not only included the 
two armies of-- 27,000 men, but alſo a corps of German riſle- 
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men, 1,000 ſtrong, and another of foreigners, employed in ec 
our army under the command of the Duke of Vork on the re 
Continent, of nearly 6000. It was further to be conſidered to 
that this armament was not only to take-out what was ne- A 
ceſſary for itſelf, but alſo for the army in the Weſt Indies, 27 
the Europeans and Creoles conſiſting of 4,000 militia and th: 
6,000 black. Þ 204 vizat # an 
Complaints had been intimated in particular about the ac- ho 
commodations of the troops, and their continuance on board the 
of ſhip an unneceſſary time. As to the latter object, however 
he might be blamed for his plans or means of execution, he ou 
thought that it cobld hardly be ſeriouſſy maintained, that he del 
could have any wiſh or intereſt in keeping men unneceſlarily tro 


on board ſup; and as to the accomniodations. of the men, Ine 
he could aſſure the Houſe that a moſt particular and inde- be 
fatigable attention had been paid to that object, and he ap- ner 
pealed to every one who had ever communicated any inform- aſc 
ation to him on that ſubject, whether be had not always te- ex 
ceived it in good part? To information of every ſpecies that abl 
cauld be of ſervice to the country his doors were always open; anc 
but he was particularly thankful for any thing relating to the for 
comfort and accomodation of ſoldiers, an object that could 140 
not hut be near tho / heart endowed with the Jeaſt humanity, ing 
and wiſhing well to its country. With re ſpect to any cor - che 
reſpondence that might have paſſed between him and the the 
traniport board, on the ſubject of the 1 tal 
Ea 8 A «© ; 8 I 
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he was at all times ready to lay it before the Houſo. He-bad, 
for the purpoſe of facilitating that expedition, put himſelf, in 
poſſeſſion of every poſſible information, and had taken care to 
collect it im a maſs for the benefit of his ſucceſſors in the dev 
partment which he had the honour to fill. A code of regu - 
lations had been framed under his direction, in c 
of that information; which would de found highly uſe ful in 
the tranſportation of troops; and he was ready to ſubmit ham 
to the inipection of the He would conſeſs that be was 
very much indebted to one gentleman (Sir Jerome Fitz- 
patrick) for his comtaunications relative to the mode of pres 
{crving/ the health of troops on board of tranſports. He had 
converſed with that: gentieman on the ſubjeQ, and bad ſouni 
much uſeful ſtuff in lis obſervations. In conſequences he 
* dy by his recommendation, been appointed 
uſpector- General of the army on board tranſports, and the 
benefits reſulting from that appointment were conſiderable, 
To prove that no care or expence had been ſpared by go- 
vernment, in providiag, in every point of view, for the a- 
commodation of the tops, and every other matter which 
related to the welfare of the armament, he ſhould beg leave 
to read a letter or two from the commander in chief, Sir Ralf 
Abercrombie. (Mr. Dundas here read the letters dated tis 
27th of October and 1 ich of December 1795 which ſtatedz 
that every neceſlary tion had been made on the beſt 
and largeſt ſcale for the ſucceſs of the expedition ; that the 
hoſpital ſtaſf, and all the regulations for the accommodation of 
the men in health ox ſickneis were moſt unexceptionable 
He next thought it proper to notice hat had been throwu 
out by the honourable gentleman oppoſite to him, in ſormer 


debates, reſpectiiig the great want of accommodation for the 


troops on board the veſſels which were to proceed to the Weſt 
Indies from Cork. To refute any imputations of that nature, 
be ſhould alſo read a letter from the commanding officer, Ge- 
neral Wright, dated the 41th of November 1795. (Mr. D. 
ſo read this letter, which, in ſubſtance, contradicted the 
exaggerated reports which had been circulated, of the miſer - 
able ſituation of the troops on board the tranſports at Cork) 
and expreſsly mentioned, that at no period were thete an 

lorces better provided with medicines and every other — 
He came at length to a point highly: gratify ing to his feel= 
ings, viz: the having it in his in conſequence of diſpat- 
ches from the Weft<lndies, to ſtate to the Houſe, that 6p all 
the tranſports ic had ſailod from this country, under admi - 
al Chriſtian, four daily were miſſing i that. Hxty- ieven had 
2 2 K 2 ſafely 
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fafely arrived at Barbadoes, containing above 7000 lac 
troops, with artillery, &c. &c. and that ä — rctnt 
ſuſtained a hurricane of ſeven weeks, of the 7000 only the 
ſmall number of 400 men were in a 3 — 
when the laſt accounts came away, recovering rapidly, and 
would ſoon be fit for action, ggg. 
When, after ſo tempeſtuous a paſſage only 300 out of 75000 
were ſick, he thought it a pretty ſufficient proof that every 
ſpecies of accommodations muſt. have been well and amply 
provided. Of thoſe who did not reach the Weſt-Indies, tut 
were obligeq to return to port, an account yet more favoutable 
had come to hand; in ſome regiments not one man d on 
the ſick liſt, and no regiment had more than a few in that 
Wönditie .. Muß Haun us | 
So anxious was he for information'relative to theſe ſubjects, 
ſo congenial to his natural diſpoſition, that on hearing the com- 
plaints urged by a right honourable gentleman early in! this 
ſeſſion, he had not only truſted to his memory, but conſulted 
thoſe means of information (newſpapers) which, though irre- 
gularly, often contained accounts of what paſſed there. All 
that either his memory by this means could ſuꝑgeſt or collect 
of what the honourable” gentleman had faid, he ſent to the 
tranſport board, which had produced a cotrefpondence that he 
was anxious to lay before the Houſe, as the facts were very 
different from what they had been repreſented, and he could 
not but think that the honourable gentleman would have 
been more candid at leaſt, if he had brought ſorward theſe 
charges previous to the departure of the admiral (Chriſtian) 
to whom the general ſuperintendance of the tranſport board 
was entruſted, as that officer muſt neceſſarily he better ac- 
quainted with every ſubject relative to that department, and 
in ſome particulars was perhaps alone capable of giving the 
wa explanation. O ee 
When, therefore, every thing was fairly and candidly taken 
into conſideration, the imallneis of our military eſtabliſhment, 
the variety and complexity of the objects that called for the 
attention of government, the ſtate of the continent, the irrup- 
tion of the French into Holland, an event that certainly cre- 
ated ſome alarm, England; he hoped, would never be diſmayed. 
When all theſe eireumſtances were taken into conſideration, 
the laſt charge of which government need be apprehenfive was 
chat of neglecting the Weſt- Indies. 
One expedition had been ſent there, while at the ſame time 
a force was collecting for the conqueſt of the French Eaſt- 
India poſſeſſions. Another while the armament was. In agitation, 
nin 
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which had ſince been ſo ſuoeeſoful againſt the Cape of Gragd 


Hope, and the reſt of the Dutch ſettlements. Oa that. im- 
portant key to India (the, Cape of Good Hope) which ve now: 
poſteſſedʒ and of which he hoped ever ſhould keep poſſeſion.— 
(Same mark of | ſurpriſe being expreſſed. at this, e, (he 
laid) I hope we ſhall alwnys keep it, and that no man williever 
gart rd give it ub. | alt acy 6 Al Sean WW. S319 Zi TY 
He had taken up the time of the Houſe ſo long, and had 
treſpaſſed ou their patience, not becauſe he meant to reſiſt any 
motion that might be in contemplation for the production of 
erety document, or an unlimited enquiry, but from the hope 
that he had convinced the Houte that prima facie, there was no 
ground Whatever for the inſinuations and charges ſo repeat- 
edly thrown out againſt government for its conduct towards 
the colonies 3 on the contrary, that even it was entitled to ſome 
degree of credit for it's vigilance and exertions in that re- 


ſpect, 
ſhould willingly vote for the production of, and in conformity 


to that determination, he ſhould conſent to ſome of the right 
honourable gentleman's motions, and even bring forward 


others as ſupplementary to them. Among the long liſt which 
the honourable gentleman had produced, there were ſome to 


which he ſhould be obliged to propoſe amendments as un- 


connected with the end he had in view, and on many accounts 
iojutious to the country, to be epoſed unneceſlarily at the 
preſent moment... Ile had only further to add, that he would 
either, as was molt agreeable io the right honourable gentle- 
man, agree to, or move his amendments to each propolition 
ſingly or collective. Ao 4449 38 nere 
t. Grey ſaid, he conceived it would have been much more 
regular, had the honourable gentleman laid the papers upon 
the table, from which information upon the ſubject was to be 
obtained, , before he went into ſo wide a field of diſcuſſion. 
For bis own part, as he had formerly ſtated, it was not his 
intention to have taken any (hare in a debate on this ſubject, 
and at preſent; he only rofe on account of the alluſion that had 
been made to the opinion of a perſon hom it was. his duty to 
reſpect and honour. He could wiſh, that before any argu- 
meat Was founded upon the opinion of that perſon, every 
document which was neceſſary to explain its nature, and the 
circumſtances in which it was given ſhould he produced. It 
was ſaid that Sir Charles, Grey had pronounced the Leeward 
Ilands to be in perfect. ſecutity, he Mas houevet authoriſed by 
that petſon to ſay, that. he bad given that opinion in the confi- 


dence 
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dence that no force could get out of any of the ports of France, 
and proceed to the Weſt-Indies, till the reinforcement that 
had been promiſed arrived. It had been fairly admitted by the 
honourabſe gentleman, that Sir Charles Grey, in detaching 
the regiments to Jamaica and Barbadoes, had exercifed that 
diſcretion. which belonged to him; he could likewiſe fay, that 
in exerciſing this diſcretion, Sir Charles Grey underſtood that 
he was complying wich the wiſhes of adminiſtration, ' He had 
applied for reinforcements, which he ſoon expected, and with 
the force which the enemy then poſſeſſed in that quarter, and 
in the confidence that no troops could be allowed to join them 
from Old France, he had pronounced the ſituation of the 
Leeward Iſlands to be free from apprehenſion. It had like- 
wiſe been candidly ſtated by the honourable gentleman; that 
Sir Charles Grey would not have availed himſelf of the leave 
he had obtained to return home to repair the waſte his conſti- 
tution had ſuffered, from the ſevere exertions of an arduous 
campaign in an inhoſpitable climate, if he had not been con- 
vinced of: the ſecurity of the iſlands, and this his conduct, 
when he was appriſed of their danger, ſufficiently proved, 
Aiter the diſaſter was ſuſtained he applied for 6000 men. 
2000 of which be demanded immediately. Of the cauſe of 
the diſaſter he would not ſay any thing, certain it was, that 
though demanded in June, no reinforcement had arrived at the 
end; of November; At the deſire of his honoured relation, he 
had ſtated thus much, and would again repeat, as his wiſh, 
that the whole tranſactions might be laid before the public, 
that they might have ſufficient information to decide upon tlie 
merits of his conduct. 11711 

Mr. Sheridan ſaid, he had never come down to the Houſe 
wich leſs expectation of hearing a long ſpeech, or with leſs 
intention of making one himſelf; and he was never more 
ſurpriſed than at. the manner in which the right honourable 
gentleman had choſen to go into the diſcuſſion of this ſubject. 
As he had wiſhed that every document neceſſary to afford ac- 
cutate information ſhould be produced, in order to form the 
baſis oſ the diſcuſſion, he deprecated the idea of the honourable 
genileman reading official papers not regularly before the 
Houſe, far the authenticity ot which the honourable: gentle- 
man would have credit, and which he had uſed in this way, to 
make that impre ſſion upon the Houſe which would reſiſt the 
effect of any tuture conſideration of the ſubject more regularly 
introduced. The honourable gentleman had perverted the 
uſual mode of proceeding.- He had gone into the papers before 
they: were on the table, made his deſence before * 
$613 all 
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and ſtated his exculpatory proof before his trial. If he did not, 
however, fay ſomething at preſent on what the honouarble 
zentleman had advanced, the impreſſion he meant to give the 
Houſe would be fixed. - The papers might be produced, but 
before they were printed, and the diſcuſſion fairly brought for- 
ward, many delays might intervene, and the honourable gen- 
tleman might refer to the preſent debate as a full exculpation 
of his conduct. It had been {aid that upon this ſubject he had 
{poken in a churliſh manner, which indeed he did not recollect 
to have done, and which certainly was not uſual to him. 
Still, however, he muſt avow, that with whatever hu- 
mour he might be diſpoſed to treat his majeſt y's miniſters, par- 
ticularly the honourable gentleman, as political characters, he 
wiſhed. to have no intercourſe with them but acroſs the table 
of the Houſe of Commons. The honourable gentleman had, 
indeed, kindly invited him to communications of a more private 
natute to pay a viſit at the Horſe Guards, where he believed 
bottle of excellent wine might be met with, yet he muſt 
decline ſuch intercourſe, as it would betray a degree of politi- 
cal eoquetry, the ſuſpicion of which he did not with to incur. 
He had, it was true, on particular occaſions, that of Muir and 
Palmer, and another young gentleman, waited privately upon 
the honourable gentleman in bis oſſicial capacity, and he would 
confeſs, that if he were to be upon theſe terms with his 
majeſty's miniſters, the right honourable gentleman would 
de the perſon with whom he would be moſt deſirous of 
dealing. Ned t e | e315 £10613 DIAGN 198 Ih 
He, bad, on a former evening, declared that he had no pri- 
vate communication on the ſubject of Weſt- India affairs with 
tbat gallant commander of whom the honourable gentleman 
nad ſpoken ſo highly, and if the circumſtances of his political 
connection might be ſuppoſed to have afforded him opportuni- 
ties of canverſation upon the ſubject, he would fay. again, 
that upon ſuch occaſions he had. carefully abſtained from en- 
tering upon it, and he believed that perſon would have known 
his duty better than to have divulged any part of the expedi- 
tion in which-he had been officially engaged: As to the in- 
ſtructions of that officer, he had only reaſoned hypothetically, 
not from preciſe information. He thought he had forme right 
to complain of the honourable gentleman for the manner in 
wiich he came forward with this information. The honour- 
able gentleman no doubt, had reaſon, when he built upon the 
ucceſs of his motions for the production of certain papers; 
e knew that the Houſe would be better diſpoſed to accedeto 
ay propoſitions from the other ſide of the Hoaſe than fr 
| that 
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that which he (Mr. S.) ſtood, But even his readineſs to aſ- 
ford information. might be overborne by the ſuperior, influence 
of another quarter, nor was it the firſt time he had known the 
openneſs of one miniiter corrected by the diſcretion of ano. 


ther. His appeal to official papers, however, inſtead of {ati{. 4 


fying him that miniſters muſt be acquitted of every ſhare of 
blame in the unfortunate events that had taken place, con- 
vinced him more than ever that the deepeſt criminality attached 
to their conduct. After a ſpeech of four hours and a half, the 
- honourable gentleman had not ſhaken. one; foundation on 
- which he had wiſhed to inſtitute an inquiry. Tbe: honourable 
gentleman himſelf confeſſed, that though he now, from better 
information, acquitted the various official boards of any blame, 
he had originally felt conſiderable indignation at their conduct; 
how then could ke be ſurpriſed that others ſhould feel as he 
had done, or diſcover blame where he him(ſclf had thought that 
cenſure had been deſerved? Ihe queſtion at preſent was, whe- 
ther the honourable gentleman had ſucceeded in removing the 
diſſatisfaction which it was natural ſhould ariſe f, . 

It was faid that the ſmall eſtabliſhment of this country at the 
beginning of the war, had confined the exertions of the go- 
vernment. IL hat language he never heard without alarm.— 
If our former peace eſtabliſhment was deſcribed as ſcanty, 
miſerable, and contemptible, what idea did it lead us to form 
of a future peace eſtabliſhment. To this deplorable ſtate, in 
. which miniſters had found themſelves reduced, at the beginning 
of a war with France, particularly in the Weſt-Indies, they 
_ aſcribe the difaſters which aroſe in its courſe, Sir Charles 
Grey was to have had 10,000, but ſet out with only 6000 
troops ; from his force, only limited exertions were to be ex- 
pected, but the honourable gentleman admitted, in the fineſt 
language of panegyric, the greatneſs of the merit of Sir Charles 
Grey, whoſe ſucceis ſo far exceeded the moſt ſanguine expec- 
tations that could be formed. Never had he heard the honour- 
able gentleman celebrate the gallantry and merit of a character 
with greater warmth; from the fnenels of the words however, 
he ſuſpected they were borrowed from his honourable friend 
near him (the Chancellor of tne Exchequer.) It was wonder- 
ful that while he was ſo loudly celebrated in words, that this 

lant and meritorious officer was the only perſon that had 
not, by the advice of miniſters, received ſome ſignal mark of 
royal favour. He only got fine words, inſtead of being te- 
warded with ſubſtantial deeds, Still, however, he was not 
without his reward, ſince he poſſeſſed the ſatisfaction of con- 
ſcious worth, the admiration ol his brethren in arms, and the 

; | Tx appto- 
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approbation of his grateful country. While he ſaw the pane» 
e of mĩniſters thus Confined to barren words he could lay 
but Jirffe ſtreſs upon their approbationn nn 
W hen the troops deſtined for the Weſt- Indies were diſ- 
patched under Earl Moira, the honourable gentleman diſcovers 
that the ſtate of the country required this {acrifice, and de- 
manded the preference of an important to a lets important 
ſervier. This was not the language held at the time this de- 
tachment was made. Then it was contended, he well remem- 
bered, that this detachment would not cripple the exertions in 
the Let ward Iſlands; perhaps, however, from the peruſal of 
the offietal papers, the honourable gentleman's memory was 
now refreſhed. It was ſaid, that only a regiment or two had 
deen promiſed, and that, beyond this, Sir Charles Grey had no 
reaſon to expect reinforcements: but miniſters were not to be 
acquitted upon this miſerable quibble. Ihe quantity of rein- 
forcement was to be meaſured, not by what Sir Charles Grey 
had thought neceſſary in the commencement” of his career: 
when new conqueſts were atchieved, the very nuture of things 
dictated the neceſſity of reinforcements to maintain them.— 
dir Charles did not humbly ſolicit new reinforcements: the 
brilliancy and the extenſiveneſs of his acquiſitions demanded 
them, in a language that could not be miſunderſtood; and it 
was the duty of miniſters to have provided for what they could 
not fail to obſerve would be required. The honourable gen- 
teman had ſaid that he (Mr. Sheridan) had criminated Sir 
Charles Grey, by affirming that the detachment of troops to 
ſamaica and Barbadoes was improper, and hazarding the 
ſafety of the Leeward Iſlands. As his honourable friend (Mr. 
Grey) had well explained, the conduct of Sir Charles Grey on 
tat occaſion, was directed by the expectation that reinforce= 
ments ſufficient for the protection of the Leeward Iflands 
would quickly arrive, and that the French force in the Weit- 
Indies would gain no acceſſion by reinforcements from Eu- 
fope. Without theſe motives, and this well- grounded confi- 
gence,” the conduct of Sir Charles Grey in making ſuch a 
detachment would have been deſerving of blame. If the 
tack in Gaudaloupe had been made by troops in the Weſt- 
Indies, When the commander pronounced the iſlands in a ſtate 
of ſafety, then the fault might have been inputed to him, but 
tte contrary was the eaſe, the argument ot the honourable 
gentleman 'refolved- itſelf into a mere quibblez and the whole 
guflt devolved upon his majeſty's/ miniſters. + Even if the 
failing of the French fleet were admitted to bo an event ᷓoh 
coul not abe prevented, yet the diſaſters in the Weit-lodics 
Vor. IV. 1790. 2 L were 
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were imputable to miniſters in another view. Not only the 
reinforcements did not arrive, but the troops were deſtitute of 
cloathing, and were overwhelmed with the fatigues they bad 
encountered; and although this point he would -undertake tg 
eſtabliſh beyond a doubt, yet would no inquiry be granted. 

The ftate of England again was urged as a reaſon why re- 
inforcements were not ſent, and one fault was defended by the 
avowal of another. In Auguſt 1794, the news arrived, of 
the diſaſter which befel Guadaloupe, accompanied with an 
urgent requiſition for ſix thouſand men. How this diſaſtet 
was occaſioned, the right honourable gentleman did not de. 
ſcend to inquire. If he would permit inquiry to be inſtituted, 
it would be found that it was owing. to a want of troops, and 
to a want of neceſſaries for the troops which were there. The 
demand, however, met miniſters wholly unprepared. - There 
were only 17,000 troops in the kingdom, and of theſe 2,000 
were deſtined tor the marine ſervice. He deſired to know 
how the marine ſervice came to have been previouſly neg- 
lected? This was merely ſhifting the vulnerable part. Out 
of theſe, however, 9,090 were ordered for the Weſt Indies. 
What hindered their failing? It blew a contrary wind, and 
the French fleet, it was ſaid, popped ont of Breſt as ſoon as 
our grand fleet put into port to refit. Why were not the re- 
inforcements ſent out in detachments, as had been adviſed by 
Sir Chailes Grey? Or was it to be ſuſtained as an excuſe for 
the delay, that we had not a fleet which could meet the Frenc|: 
fleet at ſea. As well might it be faid, that if the French 
ſhould be ſo mean as to take ſuch an occaſion againſt a gallant 
enemy, as to land an army on thec oaſt of Ireland when our 
fleet was in port, that no blame would be imputable to the ex- 
cutive government. As to the accommodation on board the 
tranſports, he would give the honourable gentleman credit toi 
his humanity, and his concern for the health of troops; and 
there was any neglect in this department, he did not believe 
that it was perſonally imputable to him; but he inſiſted thi! 
the fact was as he had repreſented, and that every day immenſt 
numbers were thrown overboard, who died of ſickneſs anc 
diſeaſe, occaſioned by neglect, and the want of proper at- 
rangements for preſerving the health of the men while on boarc 
the tranſports, If this was the caſe, ſurely blame was impu- 
table to ſome perſon. On whom this blame attached would 
be found on inquiry. In ſpring, 17955 the iſlands were in 
imminent danger; requiſitions were made for reinforcements, 
and it was reſolved to remedy every thing, but the remedy 
could not be found. There were only 31, 000 regular _ 
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in England. The French had taken Holland, and in ſuch a 
ſttuation it would not have been ſaſe ſor the country to have 
{nt a large force on foreign ſervice, Mr. Sheridan faid, he 
could not but remark's ſtrange contradiction in their argument. 
Some time ago, when the militia and fencible corps were 


greatly increaſed, it was repreſented, that this force would be 


ſufficient for the internal defence of the country, and that it 
would enable us to apply our regular army to foreign ſervice. 
Both propoſitions, however, could not be true. Fither rt 
of theſe 31,006 troops might have been ſpared for the Weſt 
Indies, or militia and fencible regiments were inſuſſicient for 
the purpoſe for which they were raiſed, Even in this emer- 
gency, an expedition was ſent to the Cape of Good Hope, the 
blame of which the honourable — with a ſort of mo- 
nopolizing magnanimity, was pleaſed to challenge to himſelf. 
We have got, ſays he, che key to the Eaſt Indies, and pleaſe 
God we ſhall keep it. This was certainly very comfortable 
news to the Stadthlolder, but ſaid the honourable gentleman, 
the Stadtholder was not ſtrong enough to hold it, but pleaſe 
God we ſhall take care of it for him. This, in his opinion, 
amounted to a declaration that miniſters never wiſh to ſee what 
was called the regular government of Holland re-eſtabliſhed, 
ind that they are quite pleafed with the ſyſtem of republican 
anarchy, which at preſent prevails in that country. A fcheme 
was at laſt formed for fending 27,000 men out to the Weſt 
ladies. The difficulty was how they were to be procured. 
With regard to this point the honourable gentleman” had 
adopted the moſt diſgraceful mode of defence that had ever 
deen attempted before a Britiſh Houſe of Commons. There 
was conveyed according to his account a mighty army upon 
paper, but when it came to be reviewed, it was found” to be 
good for nothing, When members came forward to parlia- 
ment, with an account of the army expences, they repreſented 
t as a more ſpiendid eſtabliſnment than any of which Louis 
the fourtrenth could ever boaſt. When a requiſition was how- 
ever made upon it to furniſh men for actual ſervice, it was 
bound to be compoſed” of traſh unſit to be truſted on any expe- 
dition, He had by accident ſeen this motley aſſembly reviewed 
at Southampton, and ſuch a pitiful ſer of wretches he never 
beheld, They conſiſted of children and enfeebled old men, 
with a parcel of boys at their head. Such was the conſo- 
uence of converting” the army imo a jobbing ſcene, and a 
means of intereſt and connections. Was it, he begged to afk, 
no blame to have an army thus conſtituted, was it no guilt to 
delude the County with ſuch” mockeries, ſuch unſubſtantial 
h 2L2 defence ? 
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defence? The remedial operation which was adopted was to 
bring forward the Duke of Vork, as the retriever of the Britiſh 
army, and the reſtorer of its diſcipline. The honourable gen- 
tleman was alſo extremely, and very juſtly, libera] of his enco- 
miums upon his royal highvels;; nor was he very abſtemious 
in his claims of merit for himſelf. Before his plan could be 
put in execution, an immenſe number of tremendous difficulties 
vere to be conquered. The regiments were to be reduced, and 
marched from one end of the kingdom to the other, in order to 
be drafted, and a rendezvous was to be held at Southampton 
for a general review previous to their embarkation. The 
ordnance ſervice could not be provided, on account of the 
limited ſcale of operation admitted by the toundery at W col wich, 
Tranſports could not be provi ed on agcount of our increaſed 
and increaſing trade, and double winds, (a curious phraſe) 
were requiſite to convey the ordnance ſtores from Woolwich 
to Spithead. In fine, the expedition had always difficulties to 
encounter, and unfortunately the difficulties always got the 
better of it, and incredible diſgraces had uniformly been the 
fruit of incredible exertions. What, ne aſked, would have 
been ſaid in the days of the late Ear} of Chatham, it he had 
adduced fuch apologies for the failure of an important expedi- 
tion, He reminded the honourable gentleman, that incapa- 
City, as well as neglect, was criminal in thoſe, who obtruded 
themſclves into high fituations for which they were not fit. 
Not a werk before the tenth of November, Admiral Jervis 
failed with a wind which would have carried the whole expe- 
dition to the Weſt Indies. But it ſcems it could not be got 
ready till the twenty- ſeventh of November, the conſequence 
of which was all thoſe accumulated diſaſters, which ruiaed the 
fect, and defeated the enterpriſe, If miniſters were permitted 
to proceed upon ſuch principles of blundering incapacity, they 
might give up the conteſt with France altogether. The ex- 
peditions of the French are conducted in a very different man- 
ner, and this country has known a time when ſuch proceed- 
ings would not have been tolerated, Such a man as Lord 
Chatham would have taken the foundery from Woolwich, 
and wheeled the ordnance to a different quarter of the king- 
dom, rather than have allowed the inconvenience of the ſitu- 
ation to have thwarted a favourite ſcheme. Mr. Sheridan con- 
cluded with declating it to be his intention to perſiſt in his 
motion, if the papers were granted, to move for an inquuy; 
and if the inquiry was agreed to, to follow it up by a reſolu- 
tion, expreſiing the ſtrongeſt cenſure of the conduct o his 
majeſty's miniſters, 4 7 

| Mr. 
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Mr. Jex ſaid he did not mean to go into the general argu- 
ment, but he muſt make a fe,, obſervations upon what had 
been ſaid by the right honourable gentleman that night, as to 
the Opinien of Sir Charles Gtey. He could have wiſhed that 
when the Fight honourable gentleman was ſpeaking of the 
opinion of that gallant) ofſi cet, he had referred to the. various 
grounds on Which Sir Charles, formed his opinion. The 
tight honourable gentleman, had referred to the letter of the 
wenty-fourth.of; May. 80 far was he from referring on a 
ſormer occaſion, that he, ſtated the reverle of relying on any 
ſuch thing as a general argument 1a, favour of the conduct of 
his Majesty's, miniſters, wich regard to the Welt India expe- 
dition. How could he have ſaid any thing from that letter, 
ſince on hib word and honour he never haard of it until he 
came to the Houſe that day. He had ſaid he had no inform- 
ation of Sit Charles Grey's opinion, nor of the correſpondence 
between him and the government, He ſaid then, and he ſaid 
now, he Was whoily ignorant of that correſpondence. He 
laid then, however, it was unfair (and he thought ſo ſtill) to 
vive Sir Charles Grey's opinion on the ſubject, without the 
papers and documents to that opinion, and Which alone could 
enable the Houſe to form a judgment of the matter which 
made; the ſoundation,  Lhis he complained: of then, and com- 
plained of now, and until he ſhould {ce all the papers he ſhould 
continue to complain of; becauſe notwichſtanding che com- 
pliment, which the right honourable gentleman had paid. Sit 
Charles Grey, who, he admitted, deſerved all the, handſome 
tungs that had been ſaid of him, yet it was unfair to quote 
his Opinion without poſſviling the materials on which be formed 
that Opinion. Indeed, if the, expreiion was not an exceptions 
ade one, he would ſay that the minifters ought. not to thelter 
themſelves, as they attempted to do, under the opiniou of Sir 
Charles Grey. It could never. be fair to do that without 
bringing fotward che, materials on which the opinion of Sir 
Charles Grey was ſounded. Great as be was ready to allow 
tae authority of Sir Chacl-s 4zrey to be, no man's authority 
could be ſo great that it couid not be neceſſary to examine the 
grounds of his opinion. It this was true, as it certainly was, 
don general reaſohing, how much more neceflary, was it in 
{1s particular inſtance, After what the Hauſe, had heard that 
cy; How much more neceſſary was it to inquire, into the 
zuund of the opinion of Su. Charles Grey, upon the ſubject 
0 he Welt India expedition, after the, Houle, hid heard what 
ad been faid by his honourable friend (Mr. Grey]. It ap- 
P-arec, by the Communication of his honourable flicnd to- day, 
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that the force which went out from France, of which Sir 
Charles Grey had no knowledge, nor could have any when 
he wrote the letter alluded to by the right honourable gentle. 
man, but of which the executive government of this country 
might at leaſt have ſome knowledge, and therefore: the grounds 
of forming an opinion on the ſtate of the Weſt India Hands, 
was very different with Sir Charles Grey and his Majefty's 
miniſters, at the time this letter was written by Sir Charles 
Grey, and that conſtituted the difference to be made between 
the opinion which Sir Charles Grey had expreſſed, and the 
opinion which his Majeſty's miniſters ought to have formed. 
Having ſaid this, he had ſaid all with which he had to trouble 
the Houſe with upon this part of the ſubject. He had only to 
add, that he conceived the more they conſidered this buſineſs, 
the more they would ſee the neceſſity of entering into an inquiry 
upon it; and the Houſe ſhould not be carried away by the 
opinion 'of Sir Charles Grey. Before. they ſuffered them- 
{elves to be guided by that, they ought to have before them 
the ground upon which that * and e officer uur 
that opinion. 

Mr. Sheridan's motion 

That an account be laid beſore the Houſe of the — 
© of men deſtined for the expedition to the Welt Indies, under 
&« Sir C. Grey, at the cloſe of the year 1793: was then put 
and carried, 

He then moved, | 

& That an account be laid before the Houſe of the number 
«of men withdrawn from that ſervice, in order to form an 
« expedition to the coaſt of France, under Lord Moira; 
which, after an amendment conkning it to certain . and 
ſpecifications, was agreed to, 

The next motion— — 

« An account of the number of men, whoaſter the conqueſt 
«of Martinique, St. Lucie, and Guadaloupe, were detached 
© to St. Domingo, by Sir Charles Grey, in obedience te to or- 
ders from home,“ Was put and carried. 

The fourth motion 

That the different applications made by the leveral e com- 
&« manders in chief for reinforcements, ſince the appointment 
c of Sir R. Abercrombie, be laid before this Houſe, or ſuch 
<« parts of the (ame as can with ſafety be communicated,” 
was withdrawn, on the undertaking of Mr, Secretary Dundas 
to give all the information in his power upon that head. 

1 he fifth - 
wr 51 "28h returns be laid — 9 the Houſe of the — re- 
' « ;inforcements 
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« inforcements which actually arrived in the Weſt Indies 
„during that period, ſpecifying the diſtribution of the force, 
«and the dates when they arrived,” being amended by con- 
nning it to dates, &c. was agreed to. | 
Mr. Sheridan then moved for an account of the appoint- 
ment of Sir John Borlaſe Warren to the expedition to Qui- 
beron, and alſo of that of General Doyle, together with an 
account of the regiments ſerving under him. Mr. Sheridan 
obſerved that the right honourable gentleman, in the courſe 
of his ſpeech to-night, never made an alluſion to the expe- 
dition to Quiberon; he was very wiſe to avoid it, He (Mr, 
Sheridan) alſo omitted that expedition in his ſpeech, which 
was a fooliſh thing for him to do. This expedition certainly 
to a certain degree impeded the Weſt India expedition, and 
was therefore proper to be laid before the Houſe when the 
Welt India expedition was to be diſcuſſed. 

The queftion being put, 

The Ghancellor of the Exchequer objected to this motion, 
becauſe the appointment of Sir John Borlaſe Warren to this 
expedition had no connexion with the Weſt Indies. He ob- 
jected to it alſo, becauſe the appointment of General Doyle 
had no connexion with the Weſt Indies. The Weſt India 
expedition was large enough to demand a diſcuſſion of itſelf, 
and there was no occalion to mix any thing elſe with the 
conſideration of it. He had on a former occaſion given 
notice that he ſhould oppoſe any enquiry into the expedition 
to Quiberon. He ſhould aſſign his reaſons for that oppo- 
ktion when the ſubject of that expedition came to be diſcuſſed. 
At all events it ſhould be diſcuſſed ſeparately, and that was 
reaſon-enough againſt going into it to- night. 

General T arleton ſaid that there was a cloſe "connexion be- 
tween the queſtion of the expedition to Quiberon and the ex- 
pedition to the Weſt Indies, for that in reality four of the 
deſt of the regiments that ought to have been ſent to the Weſt 
ladies were ſent to Quiberon. 

Mr. Sheridan inſiſted, that the detachments which formed 
che expedition of General Doyle, had been previouſly deſtined 
to proceed to the Welt Indies; he thence contended, that this 
motion was connected with the Weſt India buſineſs. | 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, that before the hon. 
gentleman could eſtabliſh that point, it was neceſſary to go 
ato the policy or impolicy of the expedition, which inquiry 
could not be complied with. 

The motion was then negatived without a diviſion. 

Mr. &eridan moved for extracts of all * _ 
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Admiral Chriſtian and General Abercrombie, reſpecting the 
delay of the expedition in failing, from the date of wow ap- 
pointments. 

Mr. Dund:s objeged to this motion, on the — that 
the letters contained och official matters as could not de made 

lic. 

Mr. Sheridan wiſhed for extracts without the parts which 
were mixed with ſtate ſecrets. 

Mr. Dundas ſaid that was impofhble. 95 

Mr. Fox ſaid that a delay of conſiderable extent had — 
place, and he hoped that if the right honourable gentleman 
would not compiy with the words of this/motion, he would 
have the goodneſs to point out ſome other mode by which 
ſome information might be laid before the Houſe i in this par- 
ticular. 
The Chaneclley if the F xchequer (aid, i the rizht honour 
able gentleman who had juſt ſpoken, had attended to the whole 
of the ſpeech of his honourable friend (Mr. Dundas) he would 
have found he had alledged reaſons againſt this motion. He 
had ſtated in general reaſoning the ground for maintaining that 
there was no culpable delay on the part of the executive govern> 
ment. He had ſtated the particular caſes of the delay which had 
taken place, to ſhew that it was unavoidable—of the ſtrength ct 
that reaſoning the Houſe would judge, His honourable triend 
had faid he would bring evidence in ſupport of what he had 
ſaid upon that ſubject, When he came with his documents, 
the Houſe would conſider of the matter, and' determine upon 
its merits. 

Mr. Fox ſaid he learnt — the ſpeech of the right honour- 

able gentleman himſelf (Mr. Dundas) that there was-ground 

of blame in this part of the cafe at one period, even in his 
own opinion. That right honourable gentleman had, how- 
ever, ſaid that he had been ſince convinced and fnisfied upon 
that ſubject, whence he would have it, that becauſe: he was 
ſatisfied, the Houſe ought to be ſatisfied alſo. This was 
arriving at a coneluſion a little too rapidly. It was alittc 
increaſe on all the confidence which that Houſe had from time 
to time been pleaſed to place in his Majeſty's miniſters. Of 
what ufe was the inquiſitorial power of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, if the ſatisfaction of the King's miniſter was to put 21! 
end to all neceſſity for the Houſe to inftitute any quit) 
into any ſudheet, — — appearance it might 
bear ? | TEND. 

The — the elbe faid- again, that the right 
hunograble-pentieman did not hear the (peech-of [his{b pour?” 
bls friend. He had not ſaidithat the Houſe cught to be- 


vinced, he had only alledged that he was cc nvinced * 
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ſo convinced, in order that the Houſe might judge of ity 
which he had done, | | X 1 5 — 

Mr. Grey ſaid, the ſpeech of the right honourable gentle» 
man (Mr, Dundas) prone that he himſelf felt ſome indignay 
tion, that he expreſſed ſome warmth at ſome part of the Klar 
v hich this motion was aimed to explain, but that, forſooth, he 
had ſince been ſatisſied. The right honourable gentleman had 
made the amende honorable to the dard of ordnance and the 
tranſport, board, by ing, that although he thought the 
had — guilty of 12 ay, upon better inquiry 2 Rees 
they had been diligent. This ſort of general reaſoning, whey 
coupled with the events which had happened, proved one of 
two things: either that we are averpowered as à nation, and 
cannot proceed to defend ourſelves againſt our enemies, ox 
that we haye inefficient councils. The latter, he hoped, was 
the caſe. He hoped there was no other reaſon for our diſaſters 
than the incapacity of our miniſters, who endeavoured to ſhift 
of blame from time to time as it was imputed and imputable 
to them. The right honourable gentleman talked of his being 
tified. The Houſe ought not to inquire whether he was 
atisfied, but to ſatisfy themſelves, 


judgment upon this ſubject without the information which 
the motion before them tended to ſeek for ? He believed there 
was not one intelligent man in this pation who had not think 
there was a very ſhameful delay in this expedition, 8 
The motion was then put and negatived. 
Mr. Sheridan then moved, r 
„hat there be laid before the Houſe a return of the num- 
* her of ſhips foundered or miſſing, and the number of men 
© lot or miſſing, belonging to the expedition under General 
* Abercrombie.” | 
Mr. Secretary Dundas ſaid, that the ſhips which are miffing 
are four in numbet, but it was impoſſible to know how tang 
or whether any of them were foundered, or whether they were 
captured, If the, honourable gentleman wiſhed to have. the 
names of the ſhips which did not arrive at Barbadoes, that 


- . * 


dim, | | 
The queſtion was then put and negatived, 

ale gentleman meant to ſtate that the ition to Quiberon 

compoſed — the expedition to the Weſt Indies; whether 

the force 1d be (ent to the Weſt Indies in the aggregate, 
ver. LV. 4796. 2 M 4 
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Geral Smith aſked how it was poſſible for the Houſe to form 


he might have, but other information could nat be given to. 


Mr. Sheridan wiſhed to know whether the right honour». 


— 


9 14 aj 


266 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. {Connony, 
as miniſters contended, or as he contended, ſhould have beer 


fent in detachments? Was Lord Moira to go to the Woeſt 
Indies? He ſhould,” in order to explain this, "move, 
„That there be laid before the Houſe a return of the Ge- 
te neral and Staff Officers belonging to the regiments in Eng, 
ee land, ſerving under Lord Moira, in the years 1794 and 
« 1 157 {+ 3h; ee er nel eo ES et rep a 434 
75 IIS dauere Dundas undertaking to give the ſubſtance of 
this information in another form, the motion was withdrawn, 


— 


Mr. Sheridan then moved | 

„ That there be laid before the Houſe a copy of the in. 
tc ſtructions given to Sir John Borlaſe Warren, relative to 
ee the expedition to Quiberon in June and July, 1795.” 
De Chancellor of the Exchequer oppoſed it on the general 
ground which he had ſtated already, that the expedition to 


Quideron had no connection with that to the Weſt Indies, and 


that they ſnould be made the ſubject of ſeparate diſcuſſians. 
Mr. Sheridan maintained that they were connected, for 
that the troops which were ſent to Quiberon and Iſſe Dieu, 


ought to have been ſent to the Weft Indies. 


r. Fox alſo applied this to the general queſtion of the 
Weſt-India expedition, the blame 1 with miniſters that 
theſe troops were not ſent to the Weſt Indies. 
Mr. M. Robinſon and General Tarleton ſupported tho 
motion, which was then put and negatived. 2 
Mr. Sheridan then moved 1 
« That there be laid before the Houſe an account of the 
« number of men who died on board tranſports at Plymouth, 
% Portſmouth, Southampton, or in ports of Great=Britain or 
«©: Ireland, deſtined for the Weſt Indies, in the years 1794 
S 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer oppoſed this motion. The 
account could not be given accurately ; beſides, if it could, it 
would only be a melancholy picture, the examination of which 
could produce no good. | 
General Smith thought this anſwer a very extraordinary one, 
and ſupported the motion, 
Mr. Fox enforced the propriety of miniſters aſſigning better 
reaſons for refuſing information to the Houſe, than, they had 
done in the diſcuſſion of this buſineſs, FOE 
The motion was put and negatived. 
Mr. Sheridan moved, for 
« Copies or extracts of letters or memorials on this ſubject 
* from the officers, commanding the troops on board the bf 
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& tranſports, from the, Mayor of. Plymouth, or from Lord 
« George Lennox, goyernof of Plymouth garriſon.  - 
Mr. V, Smith thought this a very important matter, indeed. 
It was the privilege and the incumbent duty of that Houſe to 
inquire into the expenditure of publie money. This they all 
allowed. But he wiſhed to ſee them inquire into the expendi- 
ture (if he could oe 1 the expreſſion) of human life. 
He vba c of Commons to make ſome inquiry int» 
the loſs of the lives of our fellow-creatures, If this fort of 
information, was to be. refuſed. to that Houſe, and therefore the 
public at large were to be kept in the dark about it, he muſt 
conſe that would appear to him a very extraordinary proceed- 
ing. The Houſe of Commons wete to inquire into accounts 
of ſums; of money as a matter not of right only, but of duty 
alſo; but into the loſs of the lives of our fellow- creatures no 
inquiry was to be allowed. So that the principle amounted 
to this; the lives of our fellow beings: were of leſs value; in 
the opinion of that Houſe, than our property, He owned he 
had other notions ; he thought that the legiſlatute of a 
country ought to enquire a little into ſoc N aire of 

human life. 1% 

The motion was then put and negati ted. 

The remainder of Mr. Sberidan s motions were all apteed 
to, excepting that for laying. before the. Houſe the correſ- 
pondence of the ordnance and tranſport boards rand after a 
ſhort converſation, Was negatives. 

Mr, Secretary Dundas then moved 40 1 4 of lene 
of different dates, in 1794, and 1705, from Sit Chatles Grey, 
dir John Jarvis, General Williamſon,” and other naval and 
military — . in en ors mn e E 228 


Adee. T; A 181 
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Farrar; April 299. 


Heard 8 on an appeal; read the Bills on As table; 
received others from the Commons, mA e read firſt 
tine ; and then adfourned, | | 
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The Loan Bill was read a third time and paſſed. 
Phe Order of the Day for the report on the Bill for regu- 
lating the ſale of hay and ſtraw, being red. 
Mt. A/dermian Luſbington propoſed a clauſe to the effect, 
that the venders of hay and ſtra may be entitled to the ſame 
privileges of action, in cafe they were fold an unmarketable 
commodity by the farmer, in the fame manner as perſons who 
purchaſe from the ſaleſmen, in a ſimilar caſe. 
Aſter a ſhort converſation between Mr. Mainwaring, Mr. 
Baker, Serjeant Adair, and Mr. Huſſey, it was agreed to re. 
commit the Bill, and adjourn the further conſideration of it 
to Monday, | | | 
| LONGITUDE, - 


+. The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a committee to conſider of 


certain ſum to be granted to the Board of Longitude, Sir 
Philip Stephens in the Chair. 12 © 

Mr. Rye moved that a ſum not exceeding 5000]. be granted 
to the board of longitude, 4 b da fff, 0d if 
Mr. Huſſey wiſhed before ſuch a ſum was voted, to know 
if the board, after the repeated ſums granted, wete yet nearer 


the object ? | 


Mr. Roſe ſaid, it had been uſual to vote ſuch a ſum for this 
purpoſe, and it had tended to promote valuable diſcoveries. 


The Chancellor of the: Exchequer faid, if the honourable gen- 


tleman aſked the queſtion gravely, and not with an air of plea- 
ſantry, he would anſwer, that the improvement made in 
ſcience, ſince the board was eſtabliſhed infinitely more than 
counterbalanced the money expended, | Our commerce and 
the world were indebted to the ſcientific diſcoveries that bad 
been made, which was a matter of ſerious advantage to us 23 
a nation, and by no means a ſubject of levity or 3 4 
Mr, Huſſey replied, that in the diſcuſſions in that Houle he 
never was accuſtomed to deal in pleaſantry; he was ſerious in 


the queſtion which he put to the honourable gentleman. The 


houſe granted annually 5000l, for che diſcovery of the longi- 
tude, and he gravely inquired whether, we were nearer: the 
object, or what were the advantages derived? _ _ 

Captain Berkeley ſaid that very val uable diſcoveries had been 


made of late, and no doubt this ſum would ſtimulate the exer- 


tions of ſcientific men. He mentioned the inſtance of Harris's 
time-piece, which came nearer to the. diſcovery of the lovgi- 


tude than any thing yet invented, and for which that gentleman 


had been rewarded with 10 % b. 1 
— nne E Vr. 


. 
4 2 ® 


Aal 29. WOOD FALLS PARLIAMENTARY |REPORTS. 263 


Mr. Francis ſaid, he doubted the value of that diſcovery, 
and really wiſhed to know whether we had approximated to 
the diſcovery of the longitude. | | 
- Aﬀer a ſhort converſation, the vote paſſed the committee, — 
The Houſe was reſumed, and the report ordered to be received 
on Monday. | noi 1 | | 
L BAG) | GAME LAWS, 
The order of the day being read for the ſecond reading of 
the game Bill. - 8 | | 
Mr. Curwen laid, when he had firſt moved for leave to bri 
in the Bill, it was his intention only to have it printed and left 
on the table, that gentlemen might have an opportunity to 
conſult the clauſe, and be prepated at the commencement of 
next ſeſſion, to ſupport or diſapprove of the meaſure. It was 
his anxious deſire to obtain the opinion of the country gentle- 
men; in confequence however of what had oceurred on a for- 
mer night, he found his honour in ſome manner'impligated, 
he was, therefore, deſirous of diſcufüng the ſubject and 
explaining his objects in the preſent ſtage, of the butingefs. 
As the Bill embraced many objects, and as it was prepared 
in a hurry, he was aware it required ſome amendment; 
but the general and leading principle, he conceived no gen- 
tleman would difpute, viz. that of every ,land-hoider' having 
the privilege of killing game on his own ground. This 
would, in a great degree, prevent the practice of poaching. 
which led to the commiſſion of greater crimes, and be, at 
the ſame time, the beſt. method that could be deviſed of pre- 
ſerving the game. Some _ inaccuracies in the Bill wou d 
coubtlets be cortected in the committee; as the poor man 
had a right to the game on his ground, he was of opinion, 
that he ſhould be eres to 48 it as he was enabled to do 
in reſpect to other propetty; gentlemen were aware that if the 
poor man was to involve himſelf in law, by bringing an action 
againſt a rich one, the poor man's ruin would ultimately fol- 
low, The leading principle of the Bill was, to give every 
man an unqualified right, to kill game on his own ground, a 
principle founded in juſtice, and ſuch, as inevery other caſe, 
ihe legiſlature recogn;zed as juſt and proper; he. would there- 
fore move, that the Bil! be now read a ſecond time, and if an 
arguments were urged in oppoſition to it, he would ict wi, 


o 


— 


take the liberty of making a reply. * 1 
Captain Berkeley ſaid, that when a Bill was propoſed to 
aboliſh the whole ſyſtem of the exiſting game laws, be ex- 
peed at leaſt that it would have coutained ſomething on 
wich the propriety of ſuch a meaſure could be fairly * 

len 
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When he heard on a former occaſion the honourable gentle. 
man ſpeak of the oppreſſive nature of the game laws, he ſuf. 
peRed that the Bill would have introduced ſome great inno- 


vation, though he now found that'in many things the Bill was 
perfectly innocent. The eſſence of it ſeemed to be compre. 


| hended in the clauſe that allowed land-holders to Kill mw og 
0 


their own grounds; and that was followed by a clauſe which 
would deſtroy the whole, as it would atm every cottager, who 
had a cabbage garden of half a rood, with a right to purſue 
me into gentlemens grounds, on pretence that he had ſtarted 
the game on his own premiſes.” This would occaſion the 
utmoſt confuſion, by taking away the privileges of landed 
property, and reducing all diſtinctions that uſually reſulted 
from it. Every clauſe contained matter that was exception- 
able, and ſome of them what appeared to him to be nonſenſe, 
One claufe teſerved the right of the lords of the manor, &c. 
but while the Bill extended the privilege of killing game to 
every landholder, and allowed him to purſue game where he 
thought proper, after he had ſtarted it, he did not think that 
the lord of the manor would find any account in having a 
game-keeper far the protection of his game, or that he would 
at all be able to preſerve it. Another clauſe allowed any per- 
ſon to ſtop thoſe whom they found carrying a gun for the de- 
ſtruction of game between ſun-ſet and fn, and to take 
the gun from him. This was followed by a clauſe, that pro- 
vided, if any reſiſtance was made, the perſon attempting to 
apprehend the perſon tranſgreſſing ſhould be entitled to repe! 
force by force, ſhould he meet with reſiſtance, and evento maim, 
kill, &e. A clauſe followed which indicated that it was framed 
rather for the Weſt of the Iſle of Man. It was that the per- 
ſon who thought himſelf agrieved by being thus hurt, maimed 
or killed, ſhould be allowed to ſeek redre(s at the quarter ſeſ- 
Kons; which will no doubt create no ſmall aſtoniſhment, ſhould 
a perſon of the laſt deſcription appear and ſeek retrefs. In 
ſhort, he appealed to the Houſe, whether the Bill was ſuch as 
could be ſent to a committee, and he would therefore move, 
That it be read a ſecond time this day three months.“ 
Sir Richard Sutton thought that much contention among 
individuals, and great deſtruction to the game, would ariſe 
from a permiſſion to every land-holder to kill game on his 
own. grounds, and to purſue it after it was ſtarted. A 
hare and partridge was as much property as any other ſpecies 
of property that a man poſiefſed; Farms were fo itttermixed 
in the country, that the Bill would be productive of endlets 
broils, and if game was ſuffered to be {old without any reſtric- 
tion, 
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tion, it would ſoon; be deſtroyed, as every hedge would have 
ſnares and nets to entrap partridges and hartes, and it would be 
impoſſible for a. man to, purſue. game without danger of ex- 
pong himſelf to a la w- ſuit, to aſcertaig to whom che game 
he {owed belonged. , In Germany, he ſaid, there were 
three claſſes of game, ſubject to particular regulations. 
He never heard of arrangements like thoſe: propoſed, exiſt . 
ing in any other country. In theſe times of democratical 
doctrines, he did not heſitate to utter the ariſtocratical opi- 
nion that the game laws of this country were founded on 
ood principles, and ſecured to the landed proprietors that 
2 tp of privilege and of enjoyment which, they could 
beſt exerciſe without, injuring, themſelves, or interfering 
with any other purſuits. I his like wiſę afforded to à coun- 
try gentleman an inducement. to live in the cauntry, which 
he conſidered as no mean object. On a former occaſion 
it had been ſtated on the oppoſite ſide of the Houſe, that 
it would be of general benefit not to reſtrain the plea- 
ſures of the country, for the purpoſe of attaching country 
gentlemen to their eſtates. This Bill would deprive them 


of à principal pleaſure, and certainly game ſhould be pro- 


tected for their uſe, as from their habits of life the com- 
munity. did not ſuffer by the time they occupied in ſportings 
He wiſhed, however, that game ſhould, be brought .openty 
to market, and expoſed to fale, . It was well known that 
rich merchants and citizens, who had no game of their own, 
were extremely deſirous of this. luxury, and; they fell upon 
means of obtaining it. He was of opinion that thaſe who 
were properly qualified, ſhould be at liberty to ſell what 
they killed, and in this way the market would be ſupplied. 
With regard to the poacher be would ſhew him no mercy. 
He would increaſe the penalties to, which the offence was 
liable, and put a ſtop to a violation of the la that led to ſuch 
pernicious. conſequences. % 31h Wed 8 1} 8 1 

Mr. Zuxton ſaid that a Bill might poſſibly contain ſome 
things liable to exception; but to its general tendency he was 
favourable. He deprecated the idea of equality, as much as 
the honourable, gentleman who, ſpoke laſt, every man in the 
community however, had an, inqubitable right to the full en: 
joy ment of his rights and property, God forbid! he ſaid, 
that the Houſe ſhould in any inſtance aſſimilate tne German 
laws to the laws of Great- Britain. Ia proportion as the 
poor were intereſted in the game, ſo far would they be inter- 
eſted in its protection, and if all land-holders bad a right to 
kill game, the market would be better ſupplied. With regard 


to 


2 
Ln 
. 
* 
7 
* 
D 
42 
- 
1 
5 
of 
Y - 
o 
2 
1 
oF 
74 
y 


— 


bours by purſuing game at improper hours. 
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to the latter part of the Bill, Mr. Buxton faid he a proved ir 


hearti'y ; nor did he think it Trable to the ridicule thrown 
upon it. If people came at night to kill game, ſome means 
ſhould be taken to prevent them from diſturbing their neigh- 

Mr. Fox ſaid that he was a very warm friend to the principle 
of this meaſure, though ſome of the clauſes of the Bill might 
be thought exceptionable. He wiſhed to abſtain from gener: 
arguments, he hoped however the Houſe would conſider, what 
the honourable gentleman had advanced with regard to the 
German laws, as totally inapplicable to the queſtion, What 
was there in the Britiſh code to refemble in the leaſt the, laws 
of Germany? He was ſurpriſed to hear any thing like the 
introduction of them into this kingdom. The arguments, 
however, of the honourable baronet as far as they were right, 
moſt aſſuredly went to the ſundamental repeal of the game 
laws. He ſaid, that in Germany, and he recommended the 
fame regulation to be adopted here, game could be brought 
and fold at the public market by thoſe who were qualified. — 
How then does the matter ſtand ? The lord of the manor may 
employ a game-keeper to kill his game; but the lord of the 
manor muſt ſell it. He was firmly perſuaded, that to give the 
land- holder his juſt right over the game on the grounds which 
he occupied, would be the beſt means of preſerving the game. 
The land: holder had an indifputable right to the game on his 
ground, and much more fo afluredly, than the man who obtains 
a fictitious right to kill game, by taking out his qualification. 
With regard to poaching, he confeſſed he was no friend to it, 
but he would not go fo far as the worthy baronet, and ſay, that 
he would have no mercy for poachers. ' If the worthy baro- 
net entertained ſuch an idea of the criminality of a poacher, 2 
perſon whoſe ſituation might be ſome "alleviation of his "guilt, 
in what view did he conlider thoſe who employed him, and 
prompted him to commit the offence, whiltt their condition 
muſt render any breach of morality ſtill more inexcuſeable ? 
He did not by any means wiſh to juſtify the poacher, but 
while they had inflances of corruption — miſconduct before 


them in perſons of a higher rank, and even recorded in the 


Journals of that Houfe, were it regular to refer to theſe points, 


they ought to confider it as lets extraordinary if people of in- 


ferior circumſſances ſhould ſometimes be betrayed into viola- 
tions of the law. If the worthy baronet felt indignation at the 
conduct of poachers, he could not think the rich tradefmar, 
who tempted him, a very honourable character. The prin- 
ciple of this Bill was to aboliſh the exiſting laws 2 

N | | +87 „ ubject, 
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ſubject, and with that purpoſe he perfectly concurred, And 
4 ? becauſe game 1 at this a 0 . the law which 
prohibits it's ſale is ineffectual. If there was any princigle 
of legiſlation on which no doubt could be entertained, it was 
this, that there ſhould be no law which was conſtantly and 
uniformly violated. All laws were indeed occaſionally bro- 
ken, but_it was the degree of infringement that was to be 
conſidered, Put upon the choice of evils, either the repeal 
or the exiſting code without ſubſtitution, or its continuance 
without amendment; be would prefer the former for the 
very reaſon he hag ſtated. | e 
Another principle of the Bill was to make game private pro» 
perty. The _ baronet ſays, that the little propriet 
would deſtroy all, but the property would either be of 
ralue as to prevent them from ſacrificing the future to a preſe 
advantage, or that dependance and connection which ſubſiſts 
detween the great and the ſmall proprietor. The intereſt which 
the latter feels on many occaſions in making himſelf a favourite 
with the former, would deter him from acting in any way that 
would render him obnoxious. With regard to the purſuing of 
game ſtarted upon their own property, this he conſidered to be 
the moſt dubious point in the Bill. "The clauſe which had been 
conſidered as very exceptionable, that which provided the re- 
dreſs for thoſe who were aggrieved by any conduct founded on 
the proyiſtons of the Bill, was a common language, and 44 
not involve that abſurdity which had been ridiculed, He thought 
the preſervation of the game of importance, though he might 
not think it of ſo much importance as others did, nor was he ſure 
that it had the effect to make country gentlemen reſide among 
their tenants; it was neverthelſs an object. He would aſk, 
however, of thoſe who were acquainted with that county (Nor- 
folk) where game was perhaps better preſerved than in any, 
other part of England, whether it was not owing to the power 
which the tenant had of turning off from his lands thoſe wha 


attempted to kill game without his conſent, that the game 


was lo well preſerved, and would it not be till beiter preſerv- 


ed, if by giving him liberty to kill game, the landholder had 


at intereſt in its protection? Thoſe who formeriy ſpoke in 
tzyour of this meaſure Fer fond of the ſport, while, 
choſe who oppoſed it confeſled that they had little predilection 
for the divetſion. The former were ſurely beſt qualified to 
determine what would tend moſt to the deſtruction or the pre: 


(ervation of game. In the preſent code every ſpecies of ablurd. 


principle was to be found, and it was not to be wondered 


if :ecedent had fometime been 1 borro ed. "3 


Vor. IV. 3796, 2 great 
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great principles of the Bill were the repeal of the old law, and 
making game private, property. As to the latter it was the 
true that ſome difficulties might ariſe, but the adjuſtment of 
fach difficulties was mere matter of detail, and did not atfect 
the principle. If game was made ſaleable, it then became 
property. The principal of beſtowing on a particular cla; 
the privilege of making a trade of ſelling game, was perfectly 
anomalous in this and in every other country. If the lord ci 
the manor had a right to ſell, any other perſon might have 
that right. It was indeed a matter of important regulation to 
determine to whom game preciſely belonged, if it was made 
property and ſaleable. He could have wiſhed the ſubject to 
have lain over a ſeſſion, to give room for mature deliberation; 
he would, however, cheerfully vote for the bill going to 
committee, to teltify the complete approbation which he en- 
tertained of its principle. Ri | 
Six Richard Sutton role to explain, but entering upon ex- 
traneous matter, he called to order from the chair. 
De Cancel of the Exchequer ſaid, he did not mean to 
detain the houſe at any length on the preſent ſubject. A con- 
ſiderable difference of opinion ſecmed to prevail both with te- 
ſpect to the principle of the Bill, and the means by which its 
proviſions, ſhould be enforced, The preſervation of game 
ſeemed generally to be admitted on a real and ſolid ground of 
policy ; and, for his own part, he conſidered it in a more ſerious 
oint of view, and pregnant with more beneficial effeRs than 
it appeared to be conſidered by ſome gentlemen, eſpecially in 
its tendency to induce gentlemen to live in the country, where 
the hunting and killing of game afforded them an innocent 
amuſement. It might therefore be laid down as a principle. 
that the prefervation of game ſhould be maintained, not by 
means oppreſſive and arbirrary, but by ſome regulation coer- 
cive and efficient, In viewing the degrees of right to kill 
game, as enjoyed by different orders of men in ſociety, it was 
not from partiality, but from reaſon and reflection that be 
would allow that privilege in a ſuperior degree to the higher 
orders of the ſtate, It was an amuſement better ſuited to their 
Reunion and habits in life than to others, and their gratiſica- 
tion claimed, he thought, che firſt attention. The ſecond 
claſs, to whom a participation of this right might properly be 
iven, were the occupicrs of land, though in a more limited 
SOR: and only on their own grounds; leſt, by too liberal 
an indulgence in this amuſement, they might be diverted from 
more ſerious and uſefu} occupations, They ought to. enjoy 


; this privilege however merely as an amuſement, and by no 


. p means 


o 
9101 


Arsttz9 ]  WOODFALUS PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 255 
means on the notion of property. He wiſhed gentlemen to 
conſider what property diſtindly and clearly was Was it not 
cleatly the creature of Taw and ſubject to legal modification? 
The right to any thing of this ſort in civilized ſogiety was 
clearly not naturd, but the effect of law. Game ſurely mult 
have the ſame diſtribution as other transferable things; 3 
the law gave the farmer a profit in the ground under a leafe, 
yet it granted him the right only of deriving from it ſuch ad- 
vantages as the labours of "agriculture might fairly produce. 
This was not the law of England only, but of almoſt all 
countries. p 
The farmer did not enjoy that right or any general prin- 
ciple of property, but he only enjoyed it in a certain limited 
degree for relaxation and amuſement, and as ſome encourage- 
ment to/preſerve the game, in the uſe and enjoyment of which 
he ſhould” participate to a certain extent. With reſpect to 
another claſs of men, thoſe qualified for the ſport, there would, 
he believed, be no difference of opinion. Among other prin- 
ciples of the Bill, however, there was one which went to en- 
able fuch perſons to avail themſelves of this privilege: Was 
not this enabling them to poach and treſpaſs. on the lands of 
the proprietor, and giving them an opportunity of putſuing the 
ſports of the field, not as an amuſement, but as a hvelihood ? 
duch a law, in his opinion, would hold out an act of indem- 
nity to poachers, who for their own ſake, and for the fake of 
lciety, ſhould not be encouraged to taſte of ſuch diverſions. 
Upon this, however, he would not dwell. The attempt to 
make game property, was not, in his opinion, very likely to 
end to its'preſervation ; on the contrary, it would encourage 
the lawlets profeffion'of poachers, and excite their ingenuity 
to multiply their deſtructive arts in killing game. If it was 
to be made ſaleable, rhe poacher would be better able to ſupply 
the market, than perſons whom the law or the propri-tors of 
game might permit or employ to kill it, The felling and 
carriage of game, though prohibited, is neverthelels daily 
practiled and if they were to make it free to be brought to 
market, in proportion to the increaſe of ſale, would be the 
ncrreaſe of its deſtruction. The poacher can procure it 
cneaper having made it a ſtudy and a trade; he would conſe- 
quently underſell the occupier of the land, ot any other privi- 
eged perſon. The farmer, alſo, it let into the amuſement of 
Killing game and converting to his own uſe, would, without 
very torcible reſtrictions, be tempted to conſume his time, by 
attempting to make a lucrative employment of that which was 
Stanteu only as a limited amuſement; upon the whole, there- 
2N2 fore, 
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fore, he would adviſe the buſineſs to be put off, for more ma. 

ture examination, or that ſome other ſyſtem ſhould be pro, 

poets more likely to accompliſh the object of the preſent 
ill i 


Mr. Froncis ſaid, he was of opinion, that every poſſible en. 
couragement ſhould be given for the preſervation of game. 
But he was alſo of opinion, that the moment the law gave the 
property of land to the tenant, the ſame moment it gave him 
a property in the game fed on that land. They might as well 
take away all his corn, and the produce of his induſtry, 
which is fiirly his property, as to allow birds and other crez- 
tures to come and devour it, without his having the permiſ- 
ton to deſtroy them. He could by no means agree wit! the 
right honourable gentleman (Mr. Pitt) in thinking that the 
greater the quantity of game killed, the leſs would be the 
quantity of game on the whole. The contrary, in his 
opinion, would be the caſe; if the farmer enjoyed the pri- 
vilege of ſhooting and conſuming game, he would fee] an 
anxiety to take care of the eggs, and to promote the propa- 
ation of game, which in the preſent ſyſtem, from his in- 
ignation at the treatment he receives, he is rather tempted to 
exterminate, Mr, Francis readily agreed that game might 
be made Jawfully faleable : nor did he fee any difference be- 
tween the man who kills it, and the citizen who is ſupplied 
with it, only that the country gentleman was more eager to 
kill it, and the Alderman more diſpoſed to enjoy the luxury 
of feaſting upon it. 

Mr. Sheridan declared himſelf a decided enemy to the game 
laws as they ſtand at preſent, conſidering them a code highly 
partial, unjuſt, and ty rannical. He agreed with the right 
honourable gentleman, that property was the creature of 
law; and ſurely it would be conceded to him, that the law 
ought to follow up its own principle and afford protection to 
what it created, this ſpecies of property was to be protected 
by, and not (as was often the caſe) be made the game of law. 
Was it conſiſtent with law, or common ſenſe,” to make it 
criminal in any man to kill the hare that fed upon and de- 
ſtroyed his young corn? Was it criminal to remove that 
animal which ate the produce of his land, becauſe it was 
neceſſary to the ſport and amuſement of claſſes above him ? 
He could not agree with the right honourable gentleman, that 
if game were made property it would be more generally de- 
ſtroyed. In fact, the lower orders would in that caſe feel 4 
greater intereſt in its preſervation. He had however no he- 


litation to avow that he ſaw more difficulty in regulating the 
game 
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than he was prepared to remedy. If it was made pro 
— it might be the cauſe of bringing men to the gallows 
and the gibbet. He therefore wiſhed to let the ſubject lie over 
to another ſeſſion, when gentlemen would enable themſelves 
to come better , prepared. upon the ſubject. - The ſtatute of 
George I. enacted ſuch diſproportionate puniſhment for kill- 
ing game, that it was in his opinion a diſgrace to the ftatute 
book, as many perſons had ſuffered impriſonment for life, 
merely for partaking of that pleaſure Which the law decreed 
excluſiyely to othets, and which monopoly could not be de- 
ſended on any principle of right, humanity or juſtice, He 
therefore wiſhed, that a Bill were brought in to repeal it. 
Mr. Harriſan ſaid, he conceived: what the honourable 
gentleman had juſt mentioned, was alone a ſufficient reaſon 
tor paſſing this Bill, ſince, although the penalty was only 
five pounds, a perſon was liable to be detained in prifon 
all his life for the expences, which commonly amounted to 
fity.or ſixty pounds more... He ſtated, as another reaſon why 
be diſapproved. of the preſent game laws the ſummary remedy 
they provided, if a body of people came armed upon a man's 
property, and the ſervants oppoſed. their invaſion, and they 

killed any of thoſe ſervants, they were juſtified for havin 
done it ; it, on the other hand, any one of thoſe ſervants kites 
one of chem, he was found guiity of murder. He knew that 
ſuch caſes had occurred in courts of juſtice, and he therefore 
thought the Bill would be of. ſervice it it were committed, 

and then ſuffered to lay over another year. 8 
Mr. Jenbinſan profeſſed himſelf a ſtrenuous advocate «for 
the preſervation of game, as affording a favourite amuſement, 
and a ſtrong iaducement tor gentlemen to live in the country, 
trom which greater benefits were derived to the nation at large, 
than ſeemed to be generally imagined. Many of tbe evils 
that exiſted in a neighbouring nation, and which not a little 
contributed to accelerate the revolution, were in a great 
degree accaſioned by gentlemen. not reſiding on their eſtates, 
and by their abſence, loſing all influence over thoſe, who cul- 
tivated their lands. In England, the amuſement of ſhooting, 
%e, enticed gentlemen. to remain in the country many of the 
ſummer and wintzr months, and particularly the latter, when 
their preſence was molt acceptable and Ao Lend to the 
poor. He (aid, he Was enabled to judge of the effect from 
comparing one part ot the county in which he had beyn, 
where gentlemen did fo, to another part of the ſame county, 
where. they did not, and the difference of proſperity and con, 
tent was almoſt incredible. Nor would the making of game 
property 
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property, tend to inereaſe that property, but rather he believed to 
deſtroy the diverſion. As things ſtood at preſent, the farmer had 
a right to order off any gentleman who came to hunt on his 
farm, which he is never inelined to avail himſelf of, when he 
ſees no damage will enſue to him; were the farmer is to ſhare 
in the game, and regard it as his property, then, indeed, would 
he order him off, ſeeing other wiſe that his property and pro- 
fit will be injured; and in moſt parts of the country, if gen- 
tlemen were confined to their own eftates, they would not 
highly eſtimate the amuſement. As to what was ſaid by an 
honourable gentleman (Mr. Sheridan) that property once 
given, all the conſequences of property ſhould follow, no 
notion could be more erroneous; in the caſe of à farmer and 
Iandholder, the law gives them that property but conditionally, 
The farmer has the land for other uſes, and for other ſources 
of profit, not indiſcriminately for all, and conſequently. pays 
leſs for it. And this ſtands good in many analogies to the 
game laws ; for inſtance, in the diſcovery of a mine, which 
undoubtedly does not become the property of the ſarmer. 
Mr. Jenkinſon ſaid, he had no objeCtion :o ſome mitigation of 
the game laws; or to giving farmers the right of ſporting, 
on their own land, but could never agree to give them per- 
miſſion to ſell the game; were they reſtricted in that reſpect 
they might ſhare in the amuſement without any temptation to 
convert their right into an abuſe, vy | | 

Sir Robert Saliſbury aid, he concurred with the | honour- 
able gentleman who had juſt ſat down, and would freely con- 
ſent that every man ſhould enjoy the right of ſporting on his 
own premiſes. 

Sir J. Rous oppofed the Bill as unpopular z he ſaid he had 
converſed with many farmers on the fubject, and they all con- 
curred in diſapprobation of the regulations propoſed, as open- 
ing a ſonrce for continual contentions and diſputes. = 

Mr. Cocks declared himſelf averſe to the Bill, on the ground 
of attempting to introduce a change in our whole ſyſtem ot 
laws and government, which our anceſtors had ſo wiſely 
eſtabliſhed and ſealed with their blood ; of that ſyſtem, he 
ſaid, the game laws were a part, and if ſome of them were 
objeRtionable, they might be amended. , He could not there- 
fore ſee, upon what grounds gentlemen endeavoured to ſub- 
ſtitute new doctrines in the place of our conſtitution. (Mr. 
Cocks was hefe called to order by Mr. Francis, but con- 
tinued to treat that gentleman's opinion as abſurd. The Jaw, 
he ſaid, gives all property, but it does not give the landholder 
any right to kill game, it cannot therefore be his property.) 
Mr. Cocks continued to deprecate all innovations, _ to 

g | exhort 
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exhort the Houle, that if they loved the coſtitution, they 
ſhould be vigilant to preſerve it. 

Mr. Francis, in explanation, thanked the honourable gen- 
tleman for the epithets of kindneſs he beſtowed on his argue 
ments and his intentions, but contended that what he advanced 
was in perfect regularity of reaſoning ; if every creature. that 
comes to injure the property of the farmer cannot be deſtroyed 
by him, then it may, be ſaid that one has the property, and 
another the produce of the land. 

Myr. Curtben congratulated himſelf and the country, that 
there was only one perſon who had avowed, himſelf willing 
to defend the exiſting game laws. He perfectly agreed with 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer as to the propriety of pre- 
{rving the game, and being rigorouſly ſevere againſt poachers, 
There was however a law paramount to all theſe, namely, 
tbat no one ſhall be injured in his property. As the laws 
ſtood at preſent, he faid, the hardſhips endured by the farmers 
could ſcarcely be conceived, much leſs adequately deſcribed, 
Even in Ruſſia, where the right of the ſubject is little attended 
to, the privilege of ſporting is obtained for a ſmall pecuniary 
conſideration. And ſurely it never was more wile and ex- 
pedient than at preſent, to conciliate the atfections, and pro- 
duce an attention from the lower orders of the people ; what» 
ever therefore ſome gentlemen might infinuate about inno- 
vations, nothing could deter him from performing what he 
conceived to be his duty, and what he now. propoſed; he felt 
to be a very ſerious and urgent one, If the Bill were com- 
mitted, the Houſe might alter and modify it in the committee, 
ſo as to render it unexceptionable. As the laws ſtood, there 
were not more than 12,090 certificates taken out, ſo that not 
one fourth of the perſons intereſted in the foil poſſeſſed the 
free uſe of their own property. With reſpe& to poachers, 
the Bill would render the crime different, and thereby reduce 
the number of offences. At all events he was happy to have 
turned the thoughts of Houfe to the ſubject; and whatever 
might be the fate of the preſent Bill, his reſolution to purſue 
the meaſure would not be in the leaſt enfeebled. He would 
even now declare it to be dis intention, at ſome future period, 
to move, that the eighth of George the Firſt, the twenty- ſixth 
of George the Second, and the ſecond of George the Third, 
be repealed. Of theſe motions he would give due notice. 

The Houle then divided, 


Ayes, (for the Bill) 13 2 17 ö 
» Noes, (Againſt it,) - 65. 
Majority 48 


COMMITTEE 
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- COMMIT TER OF SUPPLY, 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer propoſed, that it is the opi. 
nion of this Houſe that — be made for funding nayy. 
bills to the amount of 4, 3000, oool.—Reſolved. 

On the motion of Mr. Roſe, the following ſums were voted : 
233, oo0l. to make good the deficiencies of the civil liſt. — 
1g9,000l. for the relief of French refugees. 28,5001. for 
American civil officers. 2, 9ool. for defraying the extraordi- 
nary expences of the · mint. 1, 800l. for printing the journal; 
of the Houſe. 1. 300l. for returns of the average price of 
ſugar. 384). for improving the approaches to the two Houſes 
of partiament. 1,500l. for expences of the ſettlement in New 
South Wales. 5,000). for expences of the proſecution of 
Warren Haſtings, Eſq. 2,700). for the purchaſe of the parlia- 
ment office. 200,000]. for the reduction of the national debt. 
2, 300, oool. for making good the grants voted by parliament, 
20, oool. for expences of the ſettlements on the coaſt of Africa. 
3,000], to the board of agriculture, 3,000). to the Britiſh 
muſeum. | 

He gave notice that in the committee of ſupply, on the ſe- 
cond of May, he would move that proviſion be made for 
a ſubſidy to the King of Sardinia, and other ſums not yet 
voted. 


COMMITTEE OF WAYS AND MEANS, 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſtated that he had diſpoſed 
of the lottery for the next year, conſiſting of 60,000 tickets, 
after an eager competition, for 780, oool. The prizes amount- 
ed 10 $00,000]. fo that there would be a clear faving to the 
public of 280,000]. 

A refolution was paſſed accordingly, granting to his majeſty 
the ſum of 780, oool. to be raiſed by way of lottery, -Ad- 
journed, 'X | 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Monday May 2. 


CONDUCT OF ADMINISTRATION. 


The Marquis e Lanſdnwn addreſſed the woolſack in effect 
as follows :—Senlible as I am of the great improbability of any 
motion of mine meeting the aſſent of a majority of your lord- 
ſhips, it may perhaps excite ſome ſurpriſe, that on the preſent 
occaſion I ſhould offer myſelf to your attention. I have only 
to anſwer in my own defenee, that if ever I weighed a ſubject 


more than another it is this=whether I ſhould ever again 
trouble 


1 
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trouble your lordſhips in this Houſe, I was not reduced to this 
ſtate of perplexity from * motive of perſonal diſtꝭ ſpect to your 
lordſhips, nor from any feeling of having ever experienced 
any perſonal neglect ſince I had the honour to fit in this Houſe; 
on the contrary, 1 have to moat every mark of atten- 
tion, and many private obligations. But the improbability of 
any exertion that I could make, being ſucceſsful in working a 
change upon the meaſures. which have been recently adopted, 
and the ſyſtem which is at preſent acted upon, diſcouraged me 
from undertaking a taſk, which I had every reaſon to fear 
would prove fruitleſs in the end, accompanied as it is with a 
ſactiſice of health, the trouble of attendance, and above all, an 
intruſton on the patience of your lordſhips. Why then, it 
will be aſked, with theſe powerful conſiderations to a contrary 
conduct before me, have I ventured to appear in my place this 
evening ? My anſwer is, that bad I purſued the line of con- 
duct with theſe conſiderations ſuggeſted, I ſhould have been 
under the neceſſity of explaining to the country the grounds 
upon which I acted, publicly to profeſs, that my retirement 
was dictated by no ſentiment of diſguſt or feeling of diſapoint- 
ment; but I had been influenced by circumſtances, which if 
diſcloſed, might tend to raiſe diſcontent without doors, which 
it has been the conſtant wiſh of my heart as much as poſſible 
to ſuppreſs. | : | 
Another motive which has influenced me to trouble you? 
lordſhips this day is—on the 15th of December, 1779, and on 
the 8th, of February, 1780, I propoſed two motions, the effect 
of which was, to ſuggeſt that ſyſtem of public operations with 
which it would be my wiſh that the reſolutions I am to ſubmit 
to your conſideration this evening, ſhould be followed up. In 
the language that was held out after theſe motions were pro- 
poſed, they were called not republican but anarchical. They 
were faid to be the inſtruments of alarm, and the committee 
appointed to give them effect was termed a committee of 
lafety. I had the ſatisfaction, however, cf ſecing the miniſter 


of the day obliged to come forward to propoſe a commiſſion cf 


public accounts, That commiſſion was compoſed of inde- 
pendent men, ſome of whom are dead, and whoſe memories 
cannot be held in too high reſpect; others of whom are ſtill 
alive, and have every claim upon their country's gratitude, 
The meaſures which were then adopted were purſued with great 
afſiduity, embracing an extenſive and uniform reform of con- 
ſtirutional operations. In this ſyſtem I was Happy to he ſup- 
ported by many in the preſent adminiſtration, who at that 
time were inclined to go to the full extent of my views, 

Vox. IV. 1796. 20 Sine 
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Since that time, however, there has been a" ſuſpenſion of that 
ſyſtem, and a deſertion among its friends. Far de it from me 
to ſet out with imputing blame to the preſent members of ad- 
miniſtration. ANT wiſh is, to offer them” an opportunity to 
vindicate their own characters, and to ſatisfy the public 
opinion. If they ſtand firm to the reſolution which they then 
voted, © that the influence of the crown was increaſed, is in- 
creaſing, and ouyht to be diminiſhed,” arid to which they 
were facredly pledged, it was but fair that their reputations 
ſhould not ſuffer in the opinion of the world, from the 
miſconceptions of any man or any ſet of men. If they 


have vivlated the pledge which they had given, and deſerted 


thoſe principles which they once held, if they have apoſtatized 
from that cauſe which they ſet our with eſpouſing, it was 
equally juſt and proper that the public ſhould be in poſſeſ.. 
ſton of documents, upon which to form an ttf et. 
mate of their charadter. For the fake then both of miniſters 
themſelves, and for the ſake of that reſpect which was due to 
the country, with whoſe intereſts they are entruſted, let the 
motives of their conduct be clearly known and diſtinctly aſcer- 
er ety FAY, | 

e It is not my intention to enter into a detailed examination 


of all the various papers upon the table, but only to touch 


upon the moſt capital points which they contain, not that 
the whole is not highly worthy of the peruſal and atteu- 
five conſideration” of your Jordſhips, but becauſe they em- 
brace a held roo wide and extenfive to be furveyed at one 
view. They certainly will not be found ſo entertaining 3 
Lorenzo de Medici; but I have no doubt, that you will be 
bighly gratified and indulged in peruſing their contents. 

The firft particular to which I would draw your lord- 
Hips? attention, is the ſecond report of the commiſfioners of 
accounts, upon the ſubject of confolidaring all the different 
boards into one; an expedient which would aboliſh fifteen 


out of twenty-five places, and effect a conſiderable diminution 


of the public expence. And J cannot refrain from expreſſing 
ſome ſurpriſe, that this reſolution has never been acted upon, 
not only becaute its jmportance was. ſufficient ' to Juſtify the 
plan which it propoſed being adopted; but alfo, becauſe this 
report was decidedly approved of in 1782, by a vote of the 
Houſe of Commons, in which this "neceſſary reſolution was 
termed a noble, grand, "and conſtitutional” object. The re- 


| auction of exptnce attending ſuch a reform 8 certain 
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de very confiderable, bur this was an Object c | 
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each af theſe. places might be ſuppoſed. capable, of gaining a 
member of parliament, if he was to be gane. 
would in the next place beg to call your lordſhip's at- 
tention to the ꝙ h report. re ſpecting the pay of the army. The 
way that the army is paid, has been juſtly ſaid in the report 
to. be a ſcene of compoſition and decompoſition of myſtery, 
ambiguity, and fraud. From the general officer to the com- 
mon ſoldiet, it was impoſſible for the army to aſcettain he- 
ther they were impoſed on or not. Inſtead of two ſimple arti- 
cles, of ſubſiſtence and arrears, there are ſeparate and diſtinct 
accounts kept for agency, cloathing, ſubſiſtence, Chelſea, and 
a number of other articles, which ſetve only to accumulate 
expences upon the country, and 10 bewilder thoſe whoſe buſi - 
nels it is to enquire into the mode in which the money of ne 
nation is expended. We all know what is the miniſter's in- 
teation in the negatiation of loans; to allow. ſo much in the 
tiree per cents, and ſo much in the four per cents. a, douceur, 
a lottery ticket, and ſo on. It is to conceal from the country 
the real Rate of the bargain, in the ſame way that the miniſters 
of a certain profe ſſion chuſe to write and to ſpeak, rather in a 
dead than a living language, as a veil for the errors and abſur- 
cities into which. they would miſlead their followers. Why a 
poor ſoldier ſhould have ſo much to pay to the right, and fo 
much to the left, fo much back ward, and fo much forward, it 

is impoſſible to,conceive, except it be for. the purpoſe oſ frai 
and concealment, as a pretext for: ſupporting a number of idle 
clerks, by the ſweat of a deſerving ſoldiery,. and to enable 
miniſters, without detection, to apply the public money, tg 
lay different from thole for which it was voted by par- 
lament. . If this. is not the caſe, why was not the _ 
limple, and eaſy. plan ſuggeſted by the commiſſioners in their 
report adopted, the purpoſe of which was at once to guatd 
againſt impoſition being practiſed upon the joldier, and to pra» 
vide, for the. proper application of the 776 5 money? 
« The next report to which I would alvert,is the eleventh, 
relating to the unfunded debt, the object of which, (certainly 
an extremely deſirable ane) was to acquaint the people with 
the real extent of the burdens which they incurred inthe; courſe 
vt a war, and to provide. againſt the debt, increaſing more 
rapidly than the means of paying it. But this, like every 
benchcial propoſition, bas been rejected by the preſent minis 
ſters, In the fourteenth. xeport, feſpecting the patent officers 
of the board of cuſtoms, ee divided into tous 
og ; firſt, thoſe, that. are jllegal, ſecondly, thoſe, that, are 
vile, thinly, thoſe who execice they fees by mneany of 
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deputies, and laſtly, ſuch as may be conſolidated. Theſe 
officers are of antient inſtitution, The farmers were, in pro- 
ceſs of time, found to ſuperſede their neceſſity, fo that at 
length they became mere ſinecures. It was the object of the 
commiſſioners of accounts to aboliſh theſe needleſs officers, and 
to effect this is one of the purpoſes for which I ſubmit to your 
lordſhips the reſolutions which I ſhall havg the honour to more 
this evening. In the port of London alone, they are ſixty- 
one in number, enjoying falaries to the amount of twenty-lix 
thouſand pounds a year. The ſaving to the public, however, 
is a trivial conſideration when compared with the benefit which 
would accrue to trade from their being aboliſhed. In the out- 
ports they are one hur d ed and fifty-ſeven perſons of the ſame 
deſcription, with ſalaries to the amount of 140, oool. Lo 
ſhew the abuſes which are committed in this department, l 
ſhall quo:e an example or two which have come within the 
ſphere of my own knowledge. In the year 1782, one of 
thefe deputies for the port of Liverpool died, A ſucceſſor 
was appointed, but it was found, that it was impoffible for 
him to difcharge the duty, becauſe the bonds, &. were in 

oſſeſſion of the patentce in the Eaſt Indies, a circumſtance 
which occaſroned a very conſiderable loſs to the revenue. 
Another inſtance, equally ludicrous, alſo came within ny 
knowledge. On one occaſion, an officer of the cuſtoms 
wanted a deputy, but the ſalary which he offered was ſo ſmall, 
that he could not find any perſon to accept the office; th: 
conſequence of which was, that the public buſineſs of that 
department, was actually at a ſtand for three vears. Even at 
the preſent moment, one perſon, in many inſtances, held two 
or three offices, which were originally intended as checks 
upon one another, and the different duties of  commiſiioner, 
collector, and comptroller, were all devolved upon a ſingle 
individual. Is it fit that ſuch audacious abuſes (I cannot apply 


- a gentler term) ſhould be tolerated under a well regulate 


overnment, and this after a Bill was drawn up for their abo- 
tion by Sir William Muſgrave, ratified by the board cf 
cuſtoms, ſanctioned by the opinion of one of his majeſty's 


law officers, and ſupported at the time by all the influence of 


the crown. That Bill for the reform of patent offices is ſtil 
to be found in the office of the ſecretary of ſtate; why it has 
been ſuffered to fleep there, I cannot imagine. It was one cf 
the great objects of the commiſſioners of accounts, to remon- 
ſtrate againſt all pluralities, gratuities,” and ſinecures; and it 


is unneceſſary to point out the importance of ſuch a regulation, 


it was obvious upon general. principles to the moſt jp * 
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kcial thinker; but ſurely in a naval war, which bas not been 
the moſt proſperous, after ſuch reform having been ſo long ago 
preſſed, the country had a right to expect that all abuſes ſhould 
be ſifted, and that that department ſhould be cleared of every 
cobweb, whether it was the reſult of time, of negligence, or 
corruption. The mint was alſo pronounced by the com- 
miſfionets to require ſome reform, which never, to my know- 
ledge, has taken place. For what was faid upon the crowh- 
lands, I ſhould have expected ſome improvement on this 
ſcore, or at leaſt, not to have heard of any more grants of 
theſe lands being made to individuals. 

But this leads me to a more important and preſſing inquiry 
into the inoreaſed influence of the crown, which, in my opi- 
nion, has augmented, to a great, enormous, and alarming 
degree. If 1 am miſtaken, I ſhall be glad to have my argu- 
ments refuted, and my opinions ſet right, I am afraid, how- 
ever, that facts ſpear too ſtrongly in my ſupport. When we 
conſider that ſums of unexainpled magnitude have been ex- 
pended without the approbation of parliament, upon objects 
unheard of in the hiſtory of the country; that 1,359, 0001, 
without the conſent of the legiſlature, have been ſpent in 
erecting barracks in this kingdom, which are neither more 
nor le(s-than armed fortreſſes, what are we to think ? (A cry 
of hear hear) Do any noble fords cry out when | give them 
this deſignation ? 1 repeat it, that the barracks are nothing 
leſs thai armed fortreſſes; for if barracks be properly ſupplied 
with armed men, ammunition, and a few carronades, I appeal 
to any profeſhonal gentleman if there be a poſſibility of re- 
ducing them, except with cannon ;- fo that we are now come 
back ta the lituation that we were in previous to the revotu- 
tion. If any peer will riſe up in his place, and declare upon 
his honour, whether, when he read that paſſage in Juoge 
Blackſtone reſpecting barracks, he did not believe that it was 
the true interpretation of tae law of England, I ſhall wave 
my argument as far as it goes. Perhaps precedent is pleaded 
by way of apology !? But are we always to be guided by pre- 
cedeunt? If we had acted accorting to precedent, 
the Habeas Curtus act, and every thing almoſt that is 
valuable in our conſtitution, had never exiſted. And though 
there bad been a few- precedents in reſpect to barracks; was 
this any reaſon for extending the ſyſtem ſo far as it is at pre- 
jen? There are many medicines in the apothecary's: ſhop, 
which, if taken in moderation, may operate beneficially upon 
the health, but which if adminiſtered in large doſes, will act 
as poiſon, - Though barracks, to à certain extent, might be 
neceſſary and uſeful, that admiſſion does not diſprove, that to 
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eir preſent extent, they may not overturn the conſtitution. 
hen J look at the army in all its departments, I can perceive 
an alarming increaſe. of crown influence. Indeed it ſeems to 
be the ſyſtem of the preſent reign to pay all attention to the 
army. The ſoldiery get an augmentation of pay from the 
King without the*knowledge of parliament, and a variety of 
douceurs is given them, the credit of which is appropriated to 
the ſovereign, but the expence of which is kindly placed 
to the account of the nation, Formerly, only the younger 
branches of families were deſirous of going into the army; 
now, not individuals alone, but whole families are enliſted : 
the conſequence of which is, there is an end of all education; 
the valuable conſtitutional tracts, and various books on the 
revolution which uſed to be read when I came into the world, 
lie neglected upon ſtalls, and the ſciences are left without a 
votary, with the ſolitary exception of tactics, which at-pre- 
ſent ſeems wholly to engroſs the attention of our youth. The 
defence of the country, inſtead of reſting with the younger 
ſons of families, was now only ſhared by them, with, their 
elder brothers, who ought to be the guardians of the national 
liberty, and the public truſt. I'know of two perſons of high 
rank and fortune, who have gone into the army. In caſe of 
an invaſion I, would wiſh to ſce every hand armed in its de- 
fence, but I never wiſh to ſee the country thus conyerted not 
into a militia, but into a ſtanding army: . Kix 
From the ordinaries I proceed to the extraordinaries of 
the army, which, by the commiſſioners of accounts, were re- 
preſented as an evil which called in the loudeſt terms . for a 
remedy, and that at a time when they were much more incon- 
ſiderable than hoy are at preſent.” The report of the com- 
mittee in 1782, placed the ſubject in the cleareſt point of view, 
It was in the following terms: tare aac 
Your committee cannot help obſerving, that the enormous amount of extra- 
ordinaries in the foregoing accoutit, incurred without conſent of parliament, is an 
abuſe of the moſt a arming nature, enabling miniſters to deceive the nation, by 
keeping back the gr'ar expences of the war, and concealing thereby the extent of 
ite engagemiiits,* It has been ſtated by pariiament. when the object was Inconſ- 
derable to what it is at preſent, as a dangerous invaſion of the rights, and liale 
diffecent” from leviing mon. y without the conſent of parliament. Ihe debt is 
not only incutred, but paid alſo, by the authority of the miniſter, and that too out 
of money appropriated to other ſervices, leaving no opt on to the houſe when the 
account comes to be laid before th:m, This abuſe has ariſen to ſuch a height 23 
calls for immediate correction. It a ounts, in eſ, than ſeven years war, to more 
thatr fifteen millions, whilſt in every year's account we ſee the af pointment of 
aſcieſs offices with large ſalaries, contingent bills allowed even to inferior officers, 
ant drafts to a great amount allowed with ut cutitrout from governors of colonies 
and plantations; a part of which, we conteſ, may indeed ariſe neceſſarily from 
the nature and circumRances of the war z but to demands of this nature, no te- 
N a Vine | aer C719 Weis O10” $DD1TG- , * venue, 
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venue, - nd reſdurcesy can be adequate, If ſuch exorbitant Expences are ſubject to 4 | 
"The committee therefore ſubmit to the wiſ!om of the Houſe, whether probable 16 I 


mates laid before the houſe, uf proviſions, ſieiglit, and the ex; ences of provincial ö 
troops, Win! ther the limiting contingent bills, to de allowed only to principals in : 
once; ſome proper checks upon the drafts. of foreign governors, requiring to be }, 
hoid before the houſe, the, grounds of their demand, and the mode of expenditure 3 | 
; prohibition to create unneceſſary offices ; the making up to the 31ſt of December, 
in every year, in the ſame mans.cr as the navy, the account of the army extraur- 
{naries; and that the ſame which have hitherto been delayed, be preſented in ten 
{235 after the meeting of parliament; or other more effectual regulations to the 
ane pur poles, may not be neceſſary to reſtrain theſe abuſes, 


Another paper he would read extracted from the writings of p 
2 perſon of whom it was only juſtice to ſay, that he treated the 9 
ſubject with the moſt perfect ability, and expreſſed his ſenti- 1 
ments in the moſt convincing manner. It was from Mr. 
Hatſel's precedents, vol, III. p. 154, 156. | 


In all the different ſervices, the navy, the army, and the ordnance, there has 1 
always been an exceeding, or debt contracted upon each, which has been brought i210 
before parlament the ſubſequent ſeflion, under the title of navy debt, or of ex- wid 
traordinarits incurred an f not provided for. Formerly theſe exceedings were cons 
ned within ſome limits, as appears from the account entered in the journals 
{uring the war of the ſueceſion; and even in the war which terminate i in 1748. 
ln what is commonly called the German war, theſe ſums firſt became latge z but 
ia the late war, carried on in America, they exceeded all bounds. There was a 
degree of negligence or extravagance. of both, in thoſe who had the conduct of 
this department, which rendered all the votes of the houſe of commons, or bills 
for appr 3 je. the, ſupplies, ridiculous and nugatory. The ſums demanded, ; 
upon t 4 extraordinaries ot the army incurred and not provided for, duri ' : 
this period, fell not very uch ſhort of the whole ſums voted by parliameat upon « | 
:imate' fot that ſ-rvice; nay. in the year 1782, they appear to have actually ex. | | 4 
ceded, them. This was ſuch a ſhameful proſtitution of the money of the * 
public, that though perhaps the diſtance, and magnitude, and nature of the * 
American war might be pieaded as ſome alleviation and excuſe for the generals 4 
abroad who commanded, or for the minitte”s at home who ought to have con- : 
trouled thoſe commander nothing can juſtify the Houſe of Commons, who: 1 4 

4 | 
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permitted this practice to contitige uyinterruptes through ſeveral ſeſſions; and w 
more immediate duty it was to have examit ed into the oontracts and other ſervices, 
pretended to have been performed and to have pointed out and puniſhed thoſe frauds 
and abuſes, which were afterwards with no great difficulty detected by the commiſ- | 
honers of public accounts. The general power which was given by the reſolution 
of the zd of April, 1734, to the minitters, was a meaſure entireh ſubverſive of 
the rules of parliament, and contrary to the practice which has beep wiſely eſtab- bf 
lihed ſince the revolution, of appropriating the ſupplies to the ſervices for which 1 
they had een voted. . 4th to | 1 9 
e ſee therefore, that this proceeding did not piſ. without much difficulty and 630 
debate; and that ſoon after another, and fo far as it was limited, a better made 
s adopted, which, though it gave the miniſters credit tor the, manner of diſpoſ. „ 
ing ct the money voten, confines that credit to a preciſe and ſpecial ſum. $ 1 
It is therefore incumbent up un the Houſe of Commons, not only to make this | 
ſupply aa ſmall as poſſible, but in a ſubſequent ſeſſion to inquire intothe particular 
"xpenditure_ of this ſum: and to be aſſured that it i Ririftly apaliced to thoſa pur - 
polc3 for which it was intended, and not ſquandered logtely, unprovidenty, wan- 
tnly, or perhaps corrupty f. mY . 18 « | 
+ Whoeyer examine; with accuracy the accounts which were dehvered into the 
touſe of chmmỹns, under the title of © Extraordinary ſarvice incurred and not | 
provided | 


* 


* 
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royided for, during the American war, weill find in them fereral articles ſo 
N ſo POP if with the account, of which they make a con{iderabl6 pt, 


and in themſelves to unneceffary, that the obſervations and expreiſions which I 
have uſed here, will not appear unapplicable, | 


Ik minifters ſay, that in the account upon the table, there 
was no inſtance of money looſely, wantonly, extravagandly, 
or, perhaps, corruptly ſquandered; I will venture to ſay, 
that they are ſo myſteriouſly drawn out, that it is altogether 
impoſſible for any man to make any thing of them, Ir is not 
an accidental ambiguity, nor any difhculty naturally to be ex- 
peRed in the elucidation of a complicated ſubject, But it has 
required ingenuity, of no mean kind, to wrap them up in that 
obſcurity in which they are enveloped. Upon the preſent ſyſ- 
tem of keeping the public accounts, there is nothing which may 
not come unter the head of army extraordinaries. In theſe ac- 
counts I ſee great ſervices performed at nominally a ſmall ex- 
pence,” whereas I obſerve thouſands upon thaufands ſquandered 
upon the molt trifling and inſignificant objeAs, I received an 
anonymous letter the other day from the city, informing me that 
40,0001. has been ſent to the Dey of Algiers. I took ſome 
trouble to inquire into the truth of the fact, and I find that a 
very large ſum, though not quite to this amount, has been 
ſcat, But thirty or forty thouſand pounds may be diſpoſed of 
at the pleaſure of miniſters, without the conſent of parliament ; 
ſpecial care is, however; taken to inform us of the purchale of a 
two-penny medicine cheſt. In theſe accounts I ſee a great 
manyſumsexpended under the general title for the publit ſervice, 
and d itto ditto very frequently occurring. There were a variety 
of different ſervices, of the exact ſums expended in each of which 
few members of partiament were able to inform their conſtitu- 
efits. In one inſtance, I find, that a ſum is paid for the public 
good aud even the accounts undigeſted and unarrunged, inſlend 
of being produced, as they ought to be, upon Mr. Hatfel!'s 

lan; on the firſt day of che ſeſſion of parliament, are kept 
back till they are reluctantly extorted from miniſters at this 
late period of the ſeſſion. Is it poſſible, I would aſk any noble 
lord, to tell ſrom theſe accounts how much Martinique, how 
much the expedition to the coaſt of France, how much the 
Eaft or Welt India ſervice has coſt ? And are not theſe ob- 
jects, each of which have their preciſe value, and the expence 
of which it would be exceedingly deſireable for the country to 
be informed of? One would think that even miniſters them- 
ſelves would be anxious to inſtitute ſome inquiry as a check 
upon the numerous hands which are daily in the public purſe; 
and that the country may have an opportunity of diſcerning be- 
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tyeen the honeſt man and the knave. The newſpapers may make 
me talk nonſenſe, if they pleaſe, but if there be a paper which 
boaſts of its principles, I hope it will give extracts from 
Mr. Hatſell's book, that the people may know at leaſt what 
:4z5t to he the conduct of thoſe to whom they have committed 
tueir moſt important intereſts, Indeed were miniſters of this 
country to change places with the clerk of the houſe of com- 
mons, it would be a good amends, and could ſuch a change 
ice place, there is not a peer in the houſe that might not 
feel proud to act as clerk to ſuch a miniſter as Mr, Hatſell. 
Another article on the liſt. of abuſes, (and a long liſt it is) is 
the appointment of a third ſecretary of ſtate, I am not given 
to quibble about trifles, but this is a matter which I could not 
pals by without mentioning; and J am rather inclined to take 
notice of it, when I recollect the language which was held by 
an honourable member of another houſe, when the office was 
aboliſhed ſome years ago. It has died in ſtate, was diſpoſed 
of with funeral honours, and be. hoped was conſigned for ever 
to oblivion.” But now it is revived, and revived with.its emo- 
luments and patronage by thoſe. very men who ſupported its 
abolition, What does ſuch conduct put it in tbe power of Mr, 
Thelwall not to ſay? Will he not ſay, that there is no depea- 
dance to be placed in any man whatever, and that there are 
no profeſſions of patriotiſm, come from what quarter they will, 
in which the people are not liable, are not likely to be deceived. 
find, however, that though miniſters, have not paid much 
attention to the ſuggeſtions of the committee relative to the 
abolition of old offices and boards, they have moſt ſcrupulouſly. 
complied with their ideas of the neceſſity of conſtituting new 
ones. In one inſtance, the Board of Naval Architecture 
over which general Bentham, a geatleman I have the honour. 
to know, preſided, they had acted right. I approve. of the ia · 
ſtitution, and all I; wiſh is, that it may not be converted 
into ſinecures,. The Lranſport Board, I conceive to be uſe- 
lels and unneceſſary, as the former was proper and expedient. 
Tranſports in time of war are certainly much wanted; and that 
want I. experienced very ſeverely at the end of the American 
war; but was a hoard the moſt proper iuſtitution to ſecure a 
luficient ſupply ? Is there any petſon in the houſe that does 
not know boy: little buſineſs is, done by a board. One active 
man, ſuch as Mr. Atkinſon, if you would give him confidence 
and time, could do the whole of the buſineſs much better than 
a board. I know the arguments in favour of boards, drawn 
irom the check which the different individuals, of which they 
we compoſed, may give to one another. But I have always 
Vox. IV. 1796. 2 P 5 e mee 
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been of opinion, that one man, under the Board of Treaſury, 
would tranſact the buſineſs with much greater effect, and with 
equal ſecurity to the public. I mention the Board of Treaſury, 
becauſe all the public money ought to flow directly from the 
Treaſury ; and inſtead of giving the firſt lord a Kaff. which is 
the preſent badge of the ofice, 1 would give him a knife to cut 
off every man's fingers that dared thruſt his hand in the public 
purſe, When I was in office, inſtead of employing a Victu- 
alling Board, I made all the contracts for meat, &c. by a con- 
fidential perſon under myſelf. This I know might ſubject me 
to an imputation of wiſhing to embezzle the public money, 
but I was conſcious of being ſuperior to ſuch a wiſh z I deſpi- 
ſed the inſinuation, and J am certain the country gained by 
the mode of procedure which I adopted. As the attempt ſuc. 
ceeded it paſſed without any obſervation, which if unſucceſs- 
ful, it would have excited. It bad been a plan in agitation at 
one time for government to have traniports of its own, and to 
uſe the 40 gun ſhips for that purpoſe. There muſt be incre- 
dible inconveniences, and very conſiderable loſs attending the 


hiring of tranſports upon the ſpur of the occaſion, like the 
Hong of hackney coaches at a moment's warning. Lou mutt 


neceſſarily pay an unreaſonable price for them, becauſe you 
are limited in point of time; and after all, you put your troops 
entirely at the mercy of a crew whom you know nothing 
about, and who may betray you before you are aware. It was 
the ſame as in other cafes, people were beſt ſerved by their 
own horſes, and paid leſs than for job horſes, and fo in many 
other tranſactions in private life, By the abolition of this 
board, there would be a faving of goool. a year to the public, 
though I can ſcarcely bring myſelf to believe that the board 
can be intended as permanent, I may be miſtaken, however. 
The commiſſioners ſeem to find themſelves quite at home, and 
ꝛ0 have made arrangements for their continuance in office; 
they have got their houſe keeper and domeſtic eſtabliſhment, 
and would no doubt have their neceſſary women, and I dare 
to ſay, would not be eaſily diſlodged, unleſs if ſome trouble- 
ſome man in this houſe ſhould inſiſt on their being thrown out 
like fo many pieces of old uſeleſs furniture. Every ſervice, 
however frivolous, might thus have a permanent eſtabliſhment. 
Offices and falaries might be inſtituted as in Portugal after its 
conqueſt by the Spaniards, / where a very handſome proviſion 
was allotted to a perſon for tranſmitting a fiſh from Liſbon to 
Madrid for the king's table. But the time would fail me to 
reckon all the catalogue of abuſes which have been introduced 
And ſanctioned by the preſent adminiſtration. I am tired with 
WY - ſurveying 
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ſurveying all the contents of the red book, that cheſt 
of corruption, which will ſoon be nothing elſe than a record of 
publick eſtabliſhments. It would ſuperſede every ſpecies of 
reading in the houſes of country gentlemen, and uſurp the place 
of the good old tracts of the reign of king William. It would 
of itſelf form a compendious library, and fathers would be am- 
bitious of teaching their children nothing elſe. And all this has 
taken place under the conduct of two noble lords, who came 
into office abetting the principle that the influence of the crown 
had increaſed, was increaſing, and ought to be diminiſhed. 
The meaſures of civil regulation which have been lately adopt- 
ed, open a truly deplorable proſpect of our internal ſituation. 
When the late famous bills were before parliament, I was in 
the country, partly on account of my health, and partly in the 
idea that my attendance would be of no avail, to counteract the 
intentions of thoſe who brought them forward; if I could ſup- 
pole that my exertions would be accompanied with any public 
advantage, no motive of health, amuſement, or buſineſs, ſhould 
prevent me from applying my talents in that quarter where 1 
could hope to do moſt ſignal ſervice to my country. 

In the India Bill there was an immenſe patronage ac- 
cruing to the crown, that threatened to overwhelm the con- 
ſtitution, and it almoſt became a queſtion, whether it would 
not be true policy te abandon it altogether. Another Bill of 
moſt deſtructive tendency we have reaſon to dread will ſoon 
be brought before us, the principle of which is to eſtabliſh a 
government police in the city of Weſtminſter; and whych, I 
am afraid, may ſoon be extended to the country, I think no 
police ought to be entertained but an elective one, like that of 
the city of London, nor would there be wanting men who 
would take a pride in diſcharging the duties which the ſitu- 
ation of a magiſtrate required, in a much better manner than 
88 from the proteſſion of the law, at a great expence; 
uch a perfon as Alderman Skinner, who had ruled the city 
without violence, would much better preſerve the police than 
a penſioned dependent juſtice, There is ſtill, however, ano- 
ther evil, which, from its magnitude, is great enough to ſwal- 
low upall the reſt, the unlimited credit upon the Bank, which 
has been voted to the miniſter in a'Bill repealing a ſalutary 
ſtatute of William and Mary, reſtricting the credit of govern- 
ment upon the Bank, and which would have paſſed through 
the Houſe unnoticed, had it not been for the vigilance of an 
honourable friend of mine (the Earl of Lauderdale) whoſe talents 
and whoſe virtues do credit to the country from which he 
comes. I muſt beg not to 5 TI in any ing LHy 
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on this ſubject, to reflect in the moſt diſtant degree upon the 
conduct of the Bank; on the contrary, I admire it; and [ 
now declare upon my honour, that I do not believe the Bank 
iſſues a ſingle note, that it has not a repreſentative for in gold 
or ſilver. As I have never been a governor of the Bark, 
I cannot ſpeak with certainty, nor can I even ſpeak with the 
degree of certainty that the governor's wife could do, to 
whom her huſband ſaid, Be quiet my dear, for no perſon 
knows fo much, who has not pafec the chair.“ I ſee the Bank 
fo much under the influence of government driven to the ne. 
ceſſity of ſtopping its advances, 1 can impute it to nothing 
but a fear to go farther, But even this ſhewed that cvery 
thing muſt have bounds. When people feel unconſtraincd 
they wiſh to try how far ny can go, till at laſt they come 
to the end of their tether. In ſuch a ſituation as this alarm 
ſpreads, and the moſt ſerious inconveniences ariſe. I have 
heard, that for a ten thouſand pound prize, a number of coal- 
heavers, the holders, were forced to give 10col. for diſcount, 
I find too, that this miniſtry, by whom the lottery was con- 
ſidered a fund which was not to be continued, has made it in 
"a manner a permanent article of revenue. By the repeal ot 
the act alluded to, the Bank was at liberty to ſtretch their 
credit to government as far as it pleaſed, and the miniſter, 
without conſent of parliament, can have an ample reſource 
upon occaſion, within his reach. The Bank, on the preſent 
ſyſtem, may be converted into a citadel in the midſt of Lon- 
don, and ſtand in the place of parliament between the king 
and the nation. : | 
On the chapter of finances I ſhall not now enter, as the 
papers are too voluminous to go through at one fitting. I 
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ſhall only ſay that they open a more dreadful picture of the 
ſituation than it is poſſible almoſt for the human imagination 
to conceive. On this, however, I purpoſely avoid enlarging 
\at' preſent, not wiſhing to introduce any hnancial queſtion 
under the conſtitutional view of the queſtion, Frightful as 
bankruptcy is, and grievous as our burdens may be, there 
-was ſtill ſome hope, while our conſtitution remained unim- 
paired: when it is invaded, ruin, irreſiſtible and irremediable, t 
can only be our fate. The marquis concluded with moving if 
the following reſolutions : - 
„ That, as we ſee no effectual ſleps taken to realize theſe meaſures of teſorm, 4 
' ſor which the preſent miniſters, 'at their entrance into office, ſtood ſtrongly pledged | 
to the public, or thoſe earneſtly recommended in the reports upon the table, 5 if 
«two! board of commiſſioners, both appointed by parliament. b. 
ld is incumbent on this Houle to inguize into the cauſe of fo extraordinary of 
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„Whether any new officers have ſince been created? | . 

% Whether any old ſalaries have been increaſed on flight pretences ? 

« Whether any ſalaries have been granted for ſpecial purpoſes,” and continues, 
though the reatons for them have ceaſed ? | 5 55 

„ Whether any , warrants for beneficial grants have been directed: And, on 


the Whale. 

40 + I the public expences have increaſed beyond the ſupplies arnually 
granted by parliament ? | 

his, which would be a duty incumbent upon parliament, were the exiſting 
war ever ſo neceſſary, juft, and ſacceſsful, is become moſt urgent and indiſpen- 
ſible, in a conteſt at once bloody and expenſive beyond example, without plan or 
object, except ſuch objects as the miſconduct of the war firſt created: attended 
with a waſte of money, -protuſe almoſt beyond imagination, which has already - 
duced our trade to a dependance on the very warfare, which is fundameatally 
deſtroying it, and has ſo exhauſte & our refources, as to drive us to the «wretched 
expedient of reviving taxes, which were, a few years ſince repealed upon the 
ground of thereby increaſing the reveuue—an eftQ which that repeal produced, 
and a policy which muſt therefore, on the return of peace. he again reſorted to, 
and which will, conſequently, bring with it the neceſſity of finding new taxes, if 
neu and productive taxes can be invented in out then exhauſted ſtate. 

In a fituation fo alarming, and ſo manifeſtly tendiug to deſtroy the con- 
fidence of the people in parliament, which (as every reflecting man muſt have 
with deep. concern obſerved) has ſor ſome years paſt been rapidly on the decline; 
it behoves parliament, by a t-mely revival of its ancient energy and integrity, 
to convince the people, that their conſtitutional guardians ate awake to the com- 
mon danger, and are determined to come forward with ſuch firm meaſures of pub - 
lic order and reform, as will efteQuilly relieve the ſubject, and remedy evils, 
wh'ch, if fill ſuffered to accumulate, will be paſt all remedy, and muſl inc vit- 
ably terminate in public confuſion.“ | | | 


Lord Grenville ſaid, he felt himſelf under conſiderable dif- 
ficulty and embarraſſment, on account of the noble Marquis's 
argument and his motion being ſo inconſonant and oppoſite 
in their nature, that they could not both be replied to in one 
{peech. If he rightly underſtood the noble Marquis's mo- 
tion, it ſtated many points upon which be imputed blame to 
miniſters, and on which he called for inquiry; though the 
talk might be laborious to himſelf, and tedious: to the Houle, 
he felt himſelf called upon to make ſome reply upon theſe 
points. The motion altogether, he ſaid, was one of the 
moſt extraordinary that had ever been brought before the 
Houſe. The noble Marquis had, in his ſpeech, expreſsly 
laid, that he ſnould not, on the preſent occaſion, go into the 
ſubject of finance, and yet the motion expreſsly ſtates, << that 
the war has already reduced our trade to a dependence on it- 
felt for ſupport, and has to exhauſted our reſources, as to drive 
us to revive taxes which had been repealed.” His lordſhip 
ſaid this was certainly alluding to our finances very materially, 
and put him to the neceſſity of obſerving to their lordſhips, 
that it called upon them to undo every thing which they hud 
been doing during the laſt three years, merely on the aſlertion 
of the noble marquis, tor Which he certainly had not adduced 
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any proof, and which he would take upon him to ſay, was not 
founded in fact, ſince that our trade had been repeatedly ſhewn 
to be in a more proſperous and flouriſhing ſtate than it had ever 
been remembered at any former period, during the continuance 
of a war. To the principal points, therefore, of the noble 
Marquis's ſpeech he never could aſſent, and he muſt poſitively 
deny that no ſteps had been taken to produce any of the reforms 
pointed out in the reports of the commiſſioners of accounts. 
For his own part, he was not then in parliament, but he 
thought jt but juſtice to others not to let that aſſertion paſs un- 
noticed. He muſt likewiſe remark, that though thoſe different 
articles of reform might appear neceſſary or expedient to the 
commiſſioners at that time, they might not apply to the cir. 
cumſtances of the preſent or future times, Inſtead of 
no ſteps being taken on thoſe reports by his Majeſty's miniſters 
ſince the year 1782, it muſt be in the recollection of the 
Houſe, that ſeveral Bills were brought in, and had become 
acts of the legiſlature upon thoſe reports; why then was he 
and thoſe who acted with him to be arraigned now for what 
was omitted before they came into office? Any noble lord cere 
tainly had a right to come down to that Houſe, and make any 
ſort of ſpeech againſt miniſters that he thought proper, but he 
declared he never had been put upon his defence more unex- 
pectedly than he was that day, nor did he evercome down leſs 
prepared for a motion like the preſent. 

He proceeded to the firſt point argued by the noble Mar- 
quis: the conſolidation of ſome of the public offices of re- 
venue. Upon this ſubject he would, without going into mi- 
nute details of what number of places might be aboliſhed, 
freely give his opinion, that if he was conſulted upon the ſub- 
ject, he would fay, that he thought the plan impracticable, 
from the large increaſe of the revenue, and from all he could 
learn there was no ſet of men who deſerved more of public 
reward for their alacrity and zeal in doing the duty intruſted 
to them, than the gentlemen who held thoſe very places which 
the noble Marquis wiſhed to be aboliſhed, | 

The next point was the army extraordinaries, and he here 
muſt remind the Houſe of Bills and regulations made in the 
pay-oſſice, both by Mr. Burke and Colonel Barre, when 
pay-maſters of the forces, which had afforded much falutary 
reform in that department. The next point was the myſte- 
rious and concealed mariner of negotiating loans, and the lot- 
tery had been mentioned as one bad part of them. It ought, 
however, to be known, that this was the firſt adminiſtration 

that could ſay the lottery formed-no part of theſe loans, _ 
8 a 
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had been in his mind tranſacted in the moſt preciſe, diſtin, 
and intelligible way that was poſſible. It was next ſaid, that 
the unfunded debt ought to be aſcertained, and that a clauſe 
in an act of parliament required it. Formerly the navy and 
ordnance unfunded debt uſed to he over, but ſince: that act it 
was not the caſe, and they had always been aſcertained and 
laid upon the table of the Houſe of Commons within the 
ear, 1 8 
: The noble marquis had then, by inſinuation and a long 
ſtring of ſtrange ſtories, pointed out many abuſes that he had 
heard to have happened by the principals in patent offices in 
the cuſtoms, having neglected or refuſed to appoint deputies. 
When ſuch neglects happened, he aſſured the noble marquis 
that the treaſury could, and would not fail to appoint deputies. . 
With regard to patent offices, they were held by a legal ten- 
ure, and could not be taken from the holder without reaſon- 
able compenſation, and to make the ſatisfaction the poſſeſſors 
would have a right to expect, would be a much more conſider- 
able expence to the public, than letting the patentees preſerve: 
their ſituation. Such of them as were to be aboliſhed, would 
be aboliſhed as they became vacant, and their exiſtence now 
could not be reckoned as piving any influence to the preſent 
government, who did not create them, If they had renewed 
any that had become vacant, then a charge might be made 
againſt them; but, with as they had, he believed, only one ex- 
ception, expired, here ends all that the noble marquis had ar- 
gued ftom the reports on that point. On the principal points 
therefore, of the noble marquis's charge, he had ſtated, that 
one of them was impracticable, and that the others were al- 
ready effected. The principal object of attention which 
miniſterts had taken up, was certainly the moſt eſſential one, 
namely, the ſpeedy auditing of public accounts after the debt 
was contracted ; the beſt check againſt all fraud, and hat the 
preſent miniſters had more credit for attending to, than any 
that had gone before them, | 
The next topic was one that he could not reply to without 
feeling warmly on the obſervations of the noble marquis. It 
had been ſaid by the noble marquis, that the naval events of 
the preſent. war had not been the moſt proſperous. Where 


aid the noble marquis get his information ? He begged- 


leave to aſk him, in what period of the hiſtory of this 
country, in the reign of what king, under the auſpices of 


what miniſter or ſet of mĩniſters, had the naval glory of Great 


Britain ſoared to a higher pitch, than in the preſent conteſt? 
Where 
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Where had we not been:crowned with ſucceſs at ſea? In 
what part of the globe was the pride of the britiſh" flag 
humbled ?- Was it in the Mediterranean? No; we there 
bore fovereign (way. Was: it in the channel? Certainly 
not, not a line of battle ſhip of the enemy's dared to appear, 
Was it in the Eaſt? The loſs of every poſſeſſiom our enc- 
mits held in that quarter, was. a ſufficient anſwer. If the 
noble marquis meant to aſſert that thoſe exploits by which our 
e nenũies were worſted, hene ver they dared engage, by which 
they were reduced to that ſituation, that not one of their fri- 
gates eould come out ot harbour, without falling into our hands; 
it ſuch events as thoſe were unproſperous, it was that kind of 
ii ſucceſs which he ever:wiſhed the navy of England to be 
dilinguifind r. n Pinan big eee een © 
When the noble marquis mentioned crown lands, Lord 
Grehville declared, be really had doubted where he was, or 
what be heard; if it was ſaid that no ſteps had been taken on 
that point, aftes ſo much had been fo ably: done by the perſon. 
to whoſe management that ſubject had been entruſted. As 
to the new grants, none nad bean made; nor could any be 
ined by law. Excepting then the conſolidation” of the 
revenue boards, and tit arrangement reſpecting a bew coin- 
apt recommt nded it the reports, all tie other objects had oc- 
eupied the attention of, and beet decided upon, by parliament. 
On the ſubject ot barracks, the noble marquis had expatiated 
much on the dangerous tendency of acting from precedents, 
as by that means there was nothing ſo bad that it might not be 
juſtified by precedent; it was fomewhat ſingular that the 
noble marquis arraigned almeſt at the ſame inſtant, the ſyſtem 
af batracks as an innovation, and entirely without precedent. 
In an qpinion which he had often heard repeated, by a great 
character in another place, (Mr. Fox) be agreed moſt com- 
pletey; #tiougy' they had not the fortune to agree in general 
politics 3; it was, that oy we nature of the Britiſh conſtitution, 
115 a government of practice, not. of theory; not framed by 
1 conitiruentaflembly;'or 2 nattonal convention, but a conſti- 
tution gradually improved by ;the wiſdom of our anceſtors, 
grownup to be a fabric, the euvy and admiration of the world, 
and tu be judged of foltly by its practice, and not by any ſpe- 
eulative or abfiract theory. Wich regard to barracks as an 
innovation, he would only ſtte from the lift on the table, that 
that by the old ſyſtem there were barracks-for twenty thouſand 
men in time of peace, and by the new for ſiſteen thouſand 
only . . nnn. FOES O15 EO TINT 4 H . 
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He wiſhed the noble marquis had not faid that it ſeemed to 
be the ſyſtem of the preſent reign to pay all their attention to 
the army; he wiſhed he had calſed it the ſyſtem of the preſent” 
government; and there was no ſyſtem on which they had 
more reaſon to pride themſelves. It was curious to hear ob- 
jections made to men of high rank and fortune being in the 
army, The noble lord had known of two yu of chat 
deſcription applying for leave to go on foreign ſervice ; had he 
aſked him, he could have told him of fifty, It was the pride 
and glory of the times ta ſtep forward. in a cauſe in which the 
happineſs and ſafety cf all ranks in m were ſo materially 
inyolved. And from the circumftance of the prefent ſtate of 
the army, he could augur the deſt ſecurity for their conduct; 
that from the zeal with which young gentlemen went into the 
army, every other neceſſiry ddlication was neglected, he n2ver 
would adrnir, indeed the noble marquis was himſelf an inftance 
of the contrary. In early-life he had been ia the army, but 
that had not prevented him from aſſerting and protecting the 
liberties of his country from encroachments. The bie of 
the army was not to check or deſtroy the liberties of the coun- 
try, but to ſupport a juſt, honourable, and neceſſary war. The 
extraordmaries of the army had occupied the attention of the 
committee of 1782, and they had ſtated that the unfunded 
debt ought to be afcettaĩned when it could be done; but in 
time of war it often cannoty for inſtance, in the article of pro- 
viſion and ſtores, it was impoſſible to form calculations, there 
fore a ſpeedy audit of accounts, which the commiſſioners had 
recommended, was the moſt eſſential ſtep that could have been 
taken. He entertained great reſpect for wg 4p of Mt. 
Hatfe]l; and held his talents and integrity in that degree * 
eſtimation, to which he knew them to de well entitled, but 
thought it was too much to urge a refolution of a committee, 
2 bring it as an argument to ſuperſede an exiſting act of par- 
lament, ; of ; 

With regard to the appointment of a third ſecretary of ſtate, 
the appointment of his noble friend had been attended -with 
many circumſtances of great public utility, and he had no 
doubt that further advantages would evutinue to reſult from 
n. The noble marquis, he was glad to find, had no objedtic 

Fentbam as preſident of 8 
doard of naval architectute. The tranſport board had 3 
ſubject of much animadverſion, and the noble matquis h 
aſked whether ſuch fetvices could not be as well performed by 
individuals, 2s by boards? In his opinion'they could not, nor 
1d he fee the application of the noble marquis's ſi nile, abonr 
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the cxconomy. of purchaſing, horſes, inſtead of employing job 
horſes. Whether the tranſport board was to be continued in 
time of peace, he knew not; it certainly was eſſentially necef. 
fary in time of war. India he had always thought one of the 
greateſt acquiſitions of this country, and hoped the queſtion, 
of whether it ought to be maintained or given up, would 
never be ſtarted. He replied to what was ſaid on the police 
bill, which he thought had bgen ſufficiently diſcuſled at the time, 
Before it paſſed there was no effectual police in Weſtminſter, 
ape except the revenues of that city, were equal to thoſe of 
London, the ſame ſort of police could not be introduced. With 
regard to the miniſter having it in his power to defire the bank 
to advance any ſum he wanted, no ſuch thing exiſted, for 
the governor and directors had a diſcretionary power. As to the 
finances of the country being ina deplorable and alarming ſtate, 
that, the noble marquis ſaid, might be the ſubject of diſcuſſion 
on another day; he would only therefore ſay, that whenever 
that day came, he would exhibit a picture directly the reverſe 
of that which the noble marquis had drawn. | 
Tbe Earl of Lauderdale (aid, that after the general but com- 
prehenſive ſtatements of his noble friend, it would not be ne- 
ceſſary for him to ſay much, and therefore what he had ta 
offer thould chiefly be confined to the obſervations of the noble 
lord. The noble lord appeared in ſome degree ſurpriſed that 
his noble friend did not enter into a fuller explanation than he 
had done, of the reaſons for bringing his motion before the 
Houſe. The noble lord ſhould have recollected the number 
of topics which his noble friend had introduced and diſeuſſed, 
and then he would aſk him, whether it was neceſlary for his 
noble friend to fight thoſe grounds over again, which he and 
his noble friend had ſo oſten eontended about before. It was 
not neceſſary for, his noble friend to enlarge upon any of the 
circumſtances of the war, nor was it neceſſary for him to 
dwell upon any particulars, as they had almoſt all been re- 
peatedly made the ſubjects of debate. The noble lord how- 
ever, was not content with making this charge againſt bis 
noble friend, for not entering upon the objects of his motion 
enough, but he afterwards brought an accuſation againſt 
m by a perverſe mode of reaſoning, for going too far, ſince 
he diſapproved of referring to the reſolution ſo far back as 
1780, that the power of the crown had-increaſed, was increa- 
ſing, and ought to be diminiſhed, The reaſon why his noble 
friend went A far back was to ſhew that the adminiſtration of 
that day, in which the reſolution was paſſed, as well as the 
Jublequent adminiſtration, approved of. that e 
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ſpeedily endeavoured to carry it into effect, while the preſent 
adminiſtration had not only abandoned it, but abſolutely acted 
againſt that which made it neceſſary to renew it, and carry it 
into more effect. The manner in which the former admini- 
{trations acted upon that reſolution, was by ſinking and an- 
nihilat ing the ſuperfluous parts of the executive government; 
the manner in which the preſent adminiſtration acted, nk 
creating new offices. The former reduced the board of trade 
and board of green cloth ; the latter appointed a tranſport- 
board, and erected barracks : and this was the cauſe of his 
noble friend's accuſation. erg 2 
He propoſed to take a review of the noble lord*s reply to that 
accuſation, and in doing fo, he promiſed to endeavour to avoid 
every ſpecies of detail. The noble Lord firſt called the atten- 
tion of the Houſe to the buſineſs of the pay office, and obſerved 
that two acts had heen paſſed fubſequent to the eſtabliſhment 
of that office for regulating it. He admitted that, but ſtill 
he begged leave to aſk whether there was not à variety of 
abuſes which exiſted in that office, and to- which his noble 
friend had pointed, notwithſtanding the regulation of thoſe 
acts, and if his noble friend had overlooked thoſe acts, he was 
guilty of no greater negle& than the colleagues of the noble 
lord himſelf, There was a particular clauſe 'in one of thoſe 
acts, by which it was enacted, that all money iſſued from the ' 
treaſury to the pay-maſter general ſhould be paid into the 
Bank of England on his account, yet in defiance of this act 
boo, ooo. had been lately iſſued by the firſt lord of tie 
treaſury, to the pay-maſter of his majelty's forces, and it was 
treated as a trivial overſight and mere incidental occurrence 
in the affairs of office. | in 
The next ſtatement of the noble lord was, that lottery, 
tickets had not been given as a bonzs lately to the contractors 
for a loan. This alſo, he allowed was true, but ſtill it made no 
contradiction between the declaration of the noble lord, and 
the declaration of his noble friend. His noble friend had not 
objected to the giſt of lottery tickets for a bonus as a modern 
practice; but to the contract for loans in general. The no- 
ble lord burſt forth into a ſtrain of animated panegyric upon 
the publicity of the late loans, the ſecurity of their pay ments, 
and the great advantages ariſing from the mode of contract. 
He deſited to know in what the publicity conſiſted? Did the 
noble lord allude to the public ſhame of diſpoſing: of it, in ſuch 
« Way as, to uſe a northern phraſe, had given the leaſe of the 
money market to one man. In what did'the ſecurity conſiſt? 
Were the people to whom he had given the bargain more ſe- 
34 cure, 
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cure, and more to be depended upon, than any "Others: kat 


would have offered for it if competition had been uſed ? Ang. 


what was the advantage? Did the noble lord allude to the 
ſquandering away two millions of money, by the preterence to 
the contractors which might otherwiſe have been” ſaved ? 


He thought the noble lord could not defend the loans without 


libelling his colleagues in office, and that he ſhould. in conſe- 


quence have been leſs apt to hold them forth to publit in- 


ſpection. | 1 0... 

The noble lord next acknowleped the ſtatement of the no- 
ble marquis to be true, that the commiſſioners of accounts had 
blamed the practice of leaving a large unfunded debt unprovided 
for, and extenuated the preſent adminiſtration, by ſtating that a 
material change had taken place. How had this change taken 
place? exchequer bills had been iſſued at five per cent. intereſt, 
this year, and he wiſhed to know how they could be ſuffered to 


ran to ſuch diſcredit, that twenty-five ſhillings ſhould have been 


jven to diſcount one for five days only. If a material change 
bad taken paces the Houſe ought to have heard lefs tremendous 
accounts than it had done, and not to have been told that 
there were near 22,900,000 of navy debt floating in the mar- 
Ket ſince the 25th of laſt December, and that extraordinaries 
were to be provided for to the amount of two millions ſot the 


army, and four for the navy. Such ſtatements required the. 
aſſurance of him who ſtated them. Could the Houſe think 


that when 2,800,000]. of army. extraordinaries were to be 
77 for, a very material change bad taken place 


e doubted” not, that when the next year alſo came, there” 


would be 4,000,000; of navy debt again to be provided fot, 
and a fimilar charge for army extraordinaries ; and therefore 
when the noble lord talked of a ferious change in cheſe pat- 


ticulats for the better, and aſſerted that the eareleſſneſs aad ex- 


travagance of late, were not like thoſe of ſormer years, he 


ſeemed to be a little inaccurate in his recollection. The re · 


port of the commiſſioners recommended an inereaſe of cd 
eſtimates of ſervices, to diminiſh the charges for extrabr- 

dinarits, and yet, in the Jaſt three years only of the war, there- 
was an amount exceeding thirty+one millions, when the 
whole of the American war amounted to no more than fiſtocn 


His noble friend in thetourle of bis ſtatements had ealled the 
attention of the Houſe to the new and exttaordinary inſtitu- 
ne batracks, which the noble lord denied; affirming that 


ey were erected upon precedent,” This mode of referring 


fo 


co pretevern,” was fatal to the country, inaſmuch" 28 it 
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to ſabrert the uſe of it when the uſe extended too far. The 
barracks formerly ſtanding in the country were commenſurate 
to he Force kept up in it in the time of peace; but the preſent 
cxeention/of them afforded . a dreadfu}.,proſpeR of our peace 
eſtablichment. He did not think the noble lord would in- 
tentionally make any miſtatement to the Houſe, and there- 
fare he ſuppoſed he muſt have erred in his account of the 
quantity ot men, for, whom barracks either were actually 
building, or were intended to be built, to the difference of 
9000 men! Lhe noble lord, however, as well as the whole 
of the preſent adminiſtration, did not appear to be aſhamed to 
detray his ignorance z for this was not the firſt-time that ſuch. 
inſtances, had happened. The noble lord ſtated the whole 
amount of men tor whom barracks. were etecting, to be 
15000. Could it be imagined. he would make that ſtate- 
ment to a. Houſe of patliament tor the purpoſe of groſsly de- 
cel ing them ? Certainly not. And yet the papers laid. upon 
the table, aud ſigned by General De Laney, who was de- 
letyedly placed at the head of the bar rack department, and 
from whofe- ſignature the Houſe had ſtrong, reaſon, to believe 
the accounts authentic, had ſtated them at 15,799,. while 
another eſtimate was laid upon the table ſor. barracks to be 
. erected to canton hories, and 9490 men. There was an ad- 
ditional extent, moreover, for the iſlands of G uernſey and 
Jerſey, to the number of boo men; ſo that the whole. 
mount would be upwards of 31,000, and excluding the iſlands 
of Gueraſey and Jerſey, for Great Britain alone, 24000. 
He believed he had given the facts from authentic documents. 
If the ſtatement of the noble lord bad exceeded the ſtatement 
of the papers on the table, he ſhould then have entertained 
ſome doubts of their authenticity, as there might then have 
been ſubſequent extenſion; but he pledged himſelf. to the 
pbraſe uſed by the noble lord, which could not be done away. 


It was a ſerious: matter for the Houſe to conſider that theſe 


dartacks were not built ſolely for war, for the convenience . 
of driving horſes (as the noble lord had expreſſed it) from the 
Land's- end, buy for the time of peace. He believed however, 
when peace returned, the good ſenſe of the nation would re- 
tuin with it, and ſcorn to ſuffer ſuch an infringment on their 


liberties and conſtitution; indeed he ſhould have a contempt 


for the nation iſ it actually did not make. teſiſtanee to it. Exen 
if the barracks were, not permagent, migiſtets would be liable 
o anochen gccdlation, almoſt, equally criminal, viz, the 


charge of throwing away the public money; the reverſe of 
mealares zhetefote would only Sans Wire F Ff re 
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- He cou have faid much more upon this, if it had been 
the only ſubject? as it was a fubject of the utmoſt importance, 
and had been enforced with more novelty of doctrine than 
was ever before uſed to recommend it. e had heard that 
one of the arguments uſed for building barracks was, that it 
was found neceſlary to ſeparate the ſoldiers from the people, 
becauſe the people were grown fo corrupted. He hoped 
never to hear ſuch an argument again; whoever it might come 
from, or whoever might encourage ſuch a doctrine, he was 
free to fortell that it would lead more effectually to the ruin 
of the country than any other doclrine. Mn ba 
He next came to the conſideration of the revival of the 
office of a third ſecretary of ſtate. The poſſeſſion of that 
office was given to a perſon whoſe ſervices might be expected 
to be the moſt beneficial to his country ; but ſurely it could 
not have been given to him for his ſupport of the preſent ad- 
miniſtration, becauſe he had previoufly given that fupport 
independent of office. From the infinuation of the noble 
lord, a contrary concluſion might have been deducted ; and he 
confe ſſed he had a little feeling for the noble perſon who poſ- 
ſeſſed that office, that he believed ſo far from deſiring it, it 
muſt have been diſguſting to him, and nothing in his opinion 
but the public ſervice could have induced him to accept it, 
alter it had been aboliſhed by the dying ghoſt of his departed 
triend. The noble lord, in juftification of the revival of this 
office, had ſaid, if two ſecretaries of ſtate were found neceſ- 
lary for peace, it was but reaſonable to imagine that "three 
would be required for war, Now he wanted to know what 
multiplicity of buſineſs it was that demanded this additional 
application? What new victories we had gained, what new 
azettes were publiſhed, to ſhew the utility of this revival. 
Ie happens, if the truth of the noble lord's axiom were eſta- 
bliſhed, that the pay office muſt be neglected, as well as the 
concerns of that vaſt territory, for whoſe wealth we were to 
exchange our patronage, he alluded to India, ſince the direc- 
tion of thoſe places were all undertaken by another Secretary 
of State, his | honourable friend. So far the truth of the 
axiom was a ſecret, and it would have been well if the noble 
lord had given his ſolution, as it then ſtood, by holding two 
offices, he had left his honourable friend under an accuſation 
of incapacity for either. FEURSTOS rr 
He now came to that appointment which was ſaid to be at- 
tended by the moſt beneficial conſequences, he meant the Tranſ- 
port Board. He had formerly heard that the appointment of 
that Board was intended to be permanent, and ſince _— 
— a eme 
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ſeemed. to expreſs ſome doubt of its extiaCtion, he believed that 
report as faithfully, as if a Bill for making it ſo were actually 
upon the table. The noble lord had deduced his arguments 
for the neceſſity of this Board, from the experience of the diffi» 
culty of obtaining tranſports in 1782, but if he wiſhed to eſta- 
i this argument, he ought to have called upon the noble 
marquis, before the appointment of the Board, as the firſt 
evidence. for that neceſſity. Would the appointment of ten 
tranſport boards, however, be able to ſupply the deficiency 
which the noble marquis had himſelf complained of? Aſſuredly 
not; and accordingly the noble marquis had himſelf rec om- 
mended the only plan, which was the building and retaining 
of ſo many traaſports in government ſervice, as might be 
wanted upon any emergeney. In regard to the benefits re- 
ſulting from the formation of the board, he deſited to know 
whether, miniſters could ſhe w that contracts had been cheaper, 
and if they were, how far the ſaving overbalanced the expence 
incurred by the ſalaties of 5000l. a year for the commiſſioners, 
beſides the ſalaries of clerks, and other expenditures? He de- 
fired to xænow alſo, what it coſt for. the hire of Eaſt India ſhips, 
25 tranſports to the Weſt Indies? ſince he had underſtood: that 
201, per man had oiginally been given, that eighteen pence a 
man per day was given for victualling, aſter the ſhips put back 
ſo long a time for Portſmouth, and that 40s per ton was given 
for tonnage, until their return to London, ſo that there was, 
in fact, a charge of double tonnage. He deſired, therefore, 
to know whether there were ever before ſuch extravagant 
burdens? If the tranſport board, however, were not at firſt 
quite ſo careful of expence as might have been expected, the 
public were at leaſt authoriſed to expect diſpatch. Yet what 
had been the caſe? By depriving the ordnance office of pro- 
viding their on tranſports as uſual, and entruſting that pro- 
viſion to the care of the new tranſport board, the public was 
deprived of thoſe advantages which we had every reaſon to 
bope and truſt would attend the fleet in (ailing. He pledged 
bimſelf to prove this if the papers were given him Which he 
lhould move for next day. 366356 25d Me A 
| He ſtated as a fact which he wiſhed to be contradicted if it 


. 


and 
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and was converſant in them, but to awaken the Houſe to z 
ſenſe of its duty, and perſuade it to look at the facts in con. 
ſequence, He did it to ſhew, that, although the commiſſioners 
of accompts had abvliſhed the board of trade and green eloth, 
the patronage of the crown in this country had extended. He 
did it to ſhe that the office of third ſecretary, which was 
formerly aboliſhed, is now again revived, and it the five com- 
miſſioners of the board of trade were aboliſhed, there were 
five commiſſioners appointed to the tranſport board, to keep 
the balance equal; and if the board of geeen cloth was abo- 
liſhed, a board“ has been eſtabliſhed for the education of 
young men, and the aſylum of old men turned out of office. 
When a right honourable friend of his introduced his cele- 
brated India Bit, the preſent members of adminiſtration con- 
demned it on account of the amazing increaſe of patronage 
that it would give, and yet they had themſelves acted upon 5 
ſame ſyſtem in a ſtill more alarming and dangerous degree, 
75 officers had been newly created, with a falary at the rate of 
7col. a year each, 4,500,000]. had been added to the burdens 
of the people, with an annual burden of 3,000,000). of taxes, 
ſo that near ten millions of money muſt be annnally drained 
from the people to defray the exorbitancy of this ſhort war. 
The taxes themſelves too become a ſource of influence, and 
every freſh burden is made a mere job for the increaſe of the 
revenue. | | | 
An honourable friend of his (Mr. Grey), who was actuſ- 
tomed to treat every ſubject with perſpicuity, and a due know- 
ledge of hiſtory, had obſerved, that the people were no longet 
to look for our boaſted conſtitution, as in theory or in books, 
the old ſyſtem was entirely deſtroyed, and a new one, but of 
very different materials, created in its ſtead, To talk of Mag- 
na Charta was a farce, and all the liberties from the time of 
King John were loſt in the civil diſſentions of this country. 
The ſyſtem at the revolution was formed on a mild admini- 
ſtration, and the beſt practical government, and it has been 
vainly imagined, that from that period our conſtitution has 
acquired ſtability, when, however, in ten years time we have 
ſeen the burdens of the people doubled, it is abſurd to fay the 
ernment is ſtable, The government talks of preſerving 
the liberties of the people at a period when there is no liberty 
and when the domineering influence of the crown overawes 
and controuls every thing. If any perſon doubts this, let him 
examine facts; but he concluded there was not 2 man in the 
Houſe who would put his hand upon his breaſt, and declare 
upon his honour that he did not believe theſe wrongs had not 
an 


# The Board of Commiſſioners for the management of Indian affairs. 
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an ia] exiſtence z only the 1:{s were governed by theig fear 
or thei heceſfity, arid he would call circumſtances to ſhew it, 
To uſe a familiar inffance, he aſked noble lords, whether they 
had not ſometimes found an ingenious mechanic, who depended 
upon his induſtry for his ſupport, ſubſcribe to their opinions 
upon a Piece of mechaniſm, though at the ſame time he muſt 
have known that they knew lefs.of it than he did. So he 
wanted to know What the implicit n given to mini- 
ſters Was, but a teſpecl of the power of property. In the ſame 
manner, à man of learning from the univerſity will delicately 
hint à difference of ſentiment, or tamely conform ta the ſenti- 
ments of his fuperior ;. and hence aroſe that thin ſpecies of 
attendance in both Houſes of Pacliament, hence, alſo. aroſe 
that apathy throughout the kingdom ſo ſimilar to the expreſſion 
of Corneilſe upon Cardinal Richſieu. e Pak 
. | 4. Tout le monde en parle vrai de ce cardinal, © © 
Pour moi; je wen parle rien, 8 
„ m'a fait trop de bien, pour en parler mal — 
Il a fait trop de mal, pour en parler —— * 
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Such reaſoning and ſuch want of attendance in both houſes 


of parliament, had induced his noble friend to make this mo- 
tion, which was deſigned to court inquiry. If he carried it, it 
would be the firſt pride of his life. It he did not, government 
might reſiſt jt and go on; miniſters might think that year after 
year they, ſhould be enabled to proceed adding millions to mil- 
lions, and believe their ſyſtem to be ſecure, but it contained the 
principles of mortality within itſelt. He deſired them, there- 
fore, to conſider that they ſtood upon the yerge of that (yſtems 
he deſired them tõ conſider what the nature of the taxes were 
which they had lately impoſed, and that their reſources were 


almoſt exhauſted ; he deſired them to conſider what the ſitua- 


tion of the Kingdom was, and what was their own ſituation 


and exhorted them to have a regard for that fundamental rule _ 


of action, and learn E to ſtop betimes. tes 

Lord Kinnzul in a ſhort ſpeech, declared, that be conſideted 
the war juſt and neceſlary, for the preſervadion. of civil order, 
law and religion. He wiſhed, the noble lord to review our 
unparalleled trade, before he declared our teſaurces ex- 
hauſted, and obſeryed, that if they were, exhauſted, we 
could not make too great a lacrifice, In reply. to the noble 
warquis, concerning bis odleryations on the army, be Jaid, 
if.ever there was g time when the army, was, 
It was at Dis Women's, e ountry had een 

© 


debted to the volunteer corps for the ſuppreflion 


cally. in- 


tumults, 
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He begged pardon for intruding, but ſtated that he merely 
roſe to give his opinions, becauſe he had not had an opportu- 
nity to do ſo before this ſeſſion. 

Lord Auckland ſpoke to the following effect, 

My Lorps, | 

I came to the houſe this day, diſpoſed and not unprepared 
(as far as long practice and experience upon ſuch ſubjects, 
with the aid of ample materials and ſome induſtry, could pre- 
pare me) to enter at large into the diſcuſſion of the expences 
the preſent war, and of the debts, revenues and reſources of 
the kingdom. I certainly was not ſingular in ſuppoſing that 
the maſs of papers collected upon your table was meant for ſuch 
a diſcuſſion. 4 

The noble marquis however, has thought proper to confine 
himſelf for the preſent, to obſervations reſpecting the reduction 
of certain offices, the mode of paying the army, and the fim- 
plifying of loans, the abolition of patent places in the cuſtoms, 
the new barracks, the appointment of a tranſport board, and 
a preſent of money ſuppoſed to have been made to the Dey of 
Algiers. 

J would not intentionally undervalue propoſitions coming 
from ſo high a quarter, and liable to be conſidered as fit ob- 
jects. for the attention of parliament, But ſurely, my lords, 
when the points alluded to ure compared with the extenſive 
intereſts and the expectations of the day, I may be permitted, 
with all due reſpect to the noble mover, to borrow an expreſ- 
ſton of his own, and to ſay, that he has called upon us © to 
meke a great account of ſmall matters.“ 

Be this however as it may; J do not mean to enter into 
any of the particulars in queſtion. Whether they are matters of 
charge, or of enquiry, and whatever may be their intrinſic va- 
lae and importance, they have already been forcibly and fully 
anſwered by the noble lord who ſpoke ſecond: in the debate. 

The noble marquis cloſed his ſpeech with a wiſh, 'that all 
diſcuſſion of the finances, and of the general ſituation of the 
Kingdom, might be poſtponed to a ſubſequent day. I could 
have acceded to that intimation readily and without reſerve, it 
the noble marquis had confined: his motion to the fame limits 
within which he confined his ſpeech. | 

But, my lords, there are exprefions in that motion by 
which I feel myſelf irreſiſtibly impelled to ſtand forward, and 
to call for your moſt ſerious attention. | 

It is propoſed to us to declare: That our trade is reduced 
to a dependence on the very warfare which is fundamentally 
* deſtroying it, and has fo exhauſted our refources as to drive 

9 10 I us 


A Wa _< a Xa as 8 


- - © ©@ 0 . ww .t „GGG 


+ 


yi 


1 


Mar z. WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 327 


« us to the wretched expedient of reviving taxes which were 
« a few years ſince repealed, on the ground of thereby in- 
« creaſing the revenue; an effect which that repeal produced, 
ce and a policy which muſt therefore again be reſorted to on 
« the return of peace; and which will conſequently bring with 
« jt the neceſſity of finding new taxes, if new and productive 
« taxes can be invented in our then exhauſted ſtate, 

« That in a ſituation fo alarming, and fo manifeſtly tending 
e to deſtroy the confidence of the people in parliament,” « 

«© behoves parliament by a timely revival of its ancient energy 
« and integrity, to convince the people, &c.” 

I will not quarrel, my lords, with the exhortation to “ a 
te timely revival of your ancient energy and integrity: The 
deep reſpect fo juſtly felt towards you by the whole Britiſh 
empire places you in a point of view paramount to ſuch in- 
ſinuations. I am only concerned that the noble marquis, poſ- 
ſeſſing in ſo eminent a degree all the powers of language, 
ſhould have been hurried into the adoption of a phraſe, which, 
on better reflection, he mult diſapprove. 

But, my lords, I ſtrongly and from my heart object to the 
other expreſſions, as purporting to convey to the public (and 
that too without any proof or previous enquiry) a parliamentary 
declaration, groſsly injurious to ourſelves, depreciating the 
national credit, diheartening to the nation, and encouraging 
to our enemies. I feel it a ſacred duty incumbent on me to 
reliſt, as far as God has given me faculties to reſiſt, the ten- 
dency and miſchief of ſuch an impreſſion. 

Under the influence of this ſentiment, it ſhall be my endea- 
vour to {tate our actual ſituation to your lordſhips. It would 
not be my wifh, even if I had powers to accompliſh it, to 
lead you into opinions more favourable than the truth will 
juſtify : but I am ſtrongly defirous that our fituation ſhould be 
ken as it really is; and I embrace, with earneſtneſs, the oc- 
caſion of exhibiting it in a fair and full point of view. In the 
Ciſcharge of a duty fo important, I ſhall abſtain from details 
and minute calculations which might fatigue the attention, If 
the accuracy of my poſitions ſhould' be doubted, I ſhall at any 
time be ready to repeat them, to explain them, and to pro- 
auce the documents on which they are grounded. 

I ſhall accordingly read to your lordſhips one of the papers 
which I had prepared for the expected debate of this day v. 


* A Comparative view of certain Public Circumſtances in the 
reſpective periods of 1783-4 and 1 795-6. | 


Price of the three per cent. Conſol. Jan, 27, 1784 St. 
Pitto, May 2, 7796 — 667. 
2 R 2 Price 
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« A comparative View of certain public Circumſtances in the 
cc reſpective Periods of 1783-4 and 1795-63” ſubmitting 


upon 
Price India ſtock, — — Jan. 27, 1784 ” == 121/, 
Ditto May 2, 1796 — 2090. 
Total Value of Imports in 1783 — — 13,325, cool. 
Ditto in 1795, including Prize Goods to * 22,175,000, 

Amount of 907, ooo / 

Total Value of Exports in 1783 — — 14,741,“ 
Ditto in 1795 _ — 27, 7e, oocl. 
Value of Britiſh Manufactures exported in 1783 vita 10, 409, oc. 
Ditto in 1795 — 16, 526, co! 
Foreign produce exported in 1783 — — 4,332,000. 
Ditto in 1795 — — 10, 743. O00. 


Cotton Wool imported on the average of five years to 1783 


incluſive — — == — 7, ooo, ooolbs. 
Ditto to 1794 incluſive — — — 28, ooo, ooolbs. 
Value of £1itiſh merchandize exported to the Eaſt Indies in 1783 621,920 
Ditto in 1795 2,229 444% 
— O— — ; 
Net revenues of the different ſettlements of the Eaſt India Company 
above the charges in — — 1783 None. 
Ditto — — — — 1795 2, ooo, ocol. 
Amount of Eaſt India Company's Sales 1783 3.363, Soo. 
Ditto 1795 77,718, 265“ 
— 
Veſſels. Tons. 
Britiſh ſhips entered inwards, 1783 7690 $12,960 
Ditto | 1795 10174 1,262, 568 
— 
| Veſſels, Tons. 
Britiſh ſhips cleared outwards 1783 7729 870, 270 
Ditto 1795 10133 12,164,979 
Total 


+ This ſum was ſtated at C. 2,600,000, It is now reduced in conſequence of 
a corrected eſtimate of the net revenues and charges of the Precedencies of For: 
William, Fort St. George, and Bombay, for 1795-6, which was laid before the 
Houle of Commons on the 6th of May. 


\ 
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upon each article ſuch remarks as I conceive to be marterial z 
and mentioning the particulars diſtinctly, that a note may be 
taken of them if it ſhould be wiſhed. 

This 


| Veſſels, Tos, Men» 
Total number of ſhips belonging to the Britiſh 


empire in _ yu 1789 14,319 1,395,274 108,962 
Ditto _ _ — 1794 16802 1,589,162 219,194 


Amount of permanent faxes on a three years average to the 5th 

of January, 1784 — — _ — 9,376,000, 
Amount of the ſame taxes, after making all allowances for the in- 

termediate changes and arrangements of the revenue, on a three 


years average to the th Jan. 1 796 —— —— 125,381, ooo. 
Navy debt outſtanding and unprovided in December 1783 15, 5 10, 7671. 
Ditto, 2d May, 1796 — — — 2, 300, oool. 

— . — 
Bank advances, April 5th, 1783 — — — 11, 27900. 
Bank advances, May 2d, 1796 — 11,132,000/, | 
Of which laſt ſum proviſion has actually been made 

for funding — — — $,030,000/, 

6,102,000/, 
— 


Amount of outſtanding debts and demands, and floating and un- 
funded debt, in January 1784 excluſive of two millions to Ame- 
rican ſufferers, the debentures for which have ſince been diſ- 


charged) — — — — 27,000,000, 
Ditto, May ad, 1796 — — — None. 
Sinking fund in 1783, — — — 


Ditto, May 2d, 1796 — — — 2, 400, ooo“. 


Amount of the revenue (including the land and malt) below the 
computed expenditure on a peace cftabliſhment of 15 millions in 
1733. — — — — 2,000,000/g 
Amount of revenue (inclnding the land and malt) above the com- 
puted expenditure on a ſimilar peace eſtabliſhment, with the ad- 
dition of increaſed charges for the debt incurred by the preſent 
war in 1795 — — — — 3,400,000/. 
This 
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This ſubject has been rendered in ſome degree familiar not 
only to your lordſhips, but to the whole country, by the dif. 
tint and numerous ſtatements of the public accounts, which 
during the Jaſt ten years, have been brought forward and 
printed, with a candour and liberality beyond all example in 
the hiſtory of parliament. 

| I have ſelected the year 1783, as having been the firſt of 
the laſt peace; and certainly I take no advantage in compar. 
ing with a firſt year of peace the fourth year of an unfiniſhed 
war. It is the epoch from which the trade, revenue and re- 
ſources of this country have riſen, gradually and progreſſively, 
to their preſent unparalleled heignt, without any interruption 
from the circumſtances, magnitude, alarms, and expences of 
the preſent war: a war, my lords, far more dangerous than 
that which we ſuſtained againſt the united efforts of France, 
Spain, Holland and North America: a war in which ou: 
enemies are entirely exhauſting their capital, and expending 
even the whole value of their foil; and to which they have (:- 
crificed their finance, commerce and population, in the vain 


hope of finding the means-of our ruin. 
The firſt article relates to the public funds: 


« The price of the three per cent. conſols. 
« January 27, 1783, was — — — 1.80 
« Ditto, May ad, 1796, „ gr = 66 


Such ĩs the difference of the price of funded property, in favour 
of the preſent period, in a country deſcribed by the motion to 
be reduced in trade, exhauſted in reſources, without conh- 
dence in its government, and approaching to public conſuſion. 
In the firſt period (of peace) the price was 55; in the latter 
period (of war) the price is 66. In contemplating this dif- 
ference, we ſhall derive additional ſatisfaction from recolled- 
ing that it has ariſen notwithſtanding the prefſure reſulting 
from an addition of at leaſt 110 millions, which have been 
funded ſince the firſt period, for diſcharging the out- ſtanding 
debts of the laſt war, and for providing for tne expences cf the 
preſent war. 

The next article to which I requeſt your lordſhips attention, 
is the comparative price of India ſtock ; 


The price of India ſtock, | 
« January 27, 1784, was — — — rail, 
« Ditto, May 2, 1796, — — — — 209 


It is uo contradiction to the concluſion which I mean to 
9 draw 
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draw from the difference of thoſe prices, that the dividends of 
the company have been raiſed ſince the firſt period. If the 
dividends had not refted on the ſolid ground of great and in- 
creaſing proſperity, they would only have contributed, after a 
certain interval, to depreſs the ſtock inſtead. of railing it. 

I proceed to the conſideration of our imports and exports. 


The total value of imports in 17 $3, _ — 13, 325, col. 
« Ditto in 1795 {including prize goods to the amount of g07,co0l.) 22,175, 000l. 


] admit that the documents which purport to give valuations 
of our imports and exports are neceſfarily imperfect, and par- 
ticularly ſo with reſpect to the latter. Still however they are 
ſufficient for the preſent objects of compariſon, being drawn 
from the ſame Sata equa!ly applied to the different periods 
meant to be compared. Beſides, it is well known that the 
inaccuracy. of thoſe accounts, ſo far as it prevails, conſiſts 
chiefly in ſtating the general bulk of articles below their real 
value. The effect, therefore, of that inaccuracy, operating here 
upon the larger quantities, tends to diminiſh, and not to ſwell 
the balance of the valuations which I am oppoſing to each 
other. | 


« The total of exports, in 1783, — — — 14, 741, occl. 
« Ditto in 1795, — — =_ — 27,270,0001, 


take the occaſion to remark, that this great increaſe in our 
export trade has been almoſt regularly progreſſive, from 1783, 
to the preſent year. But an ignorance of that circumſtance, in 
tie minds of ſome obſervers, led to ſtrange conjectures, when 
the valuation of the laſt year's exports was made public. The 
ſupply of cloathing and proviſions to our army was afligned as 
having contributed to ſwell the account; but thoſe articles 
were lent in the King's tranſports, which take no clearances 


om the cuſtom-houſes ; and conſequently, -- whatever may 
bare been their value, it formed no part of the total before 


ſtated. It was a notion equally ill-founded, that bullion was. 
included. As far as I have been able to analyſe the account, 

| can venture to ſay, that it is compoſed of a proportionable 

increaſe in the ſeveral articles of produce, manufacture, and 
— merchandize, which ordinarily compoſe our export 
trade, ; 

And here alfo I ſhould remark, that the real value of the 
Britiſh manufactures exported, in general greatly exceeds the 
valuation tated in the Inſpector-General's accounts. 

Your lordſhips will have obſerved in the papers upon you 
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table, that the exports to Germany roſe laft year to the 
value of eight millions ſterling. This alone is a ftrong in. 
ſtance of our increaſing commerce. For though it muſt 
happen, for obvious reatons, that in all wars our exports in. 
creaſe to countries in the neighbourhood of the enemy, that 
circumſtance will not account for the great rife in the exports 
to Germany : the riſe is much more than equal to the average 
annual valuation of our whole export trade, in time of peace, 
to Holland, Flanders, and France collectively. | 

IL am next to ſubmit to your lordſhips the moſt important 
criterion of our commercial proſperity; I mean the com- 
parative exports.of Britiſh manufactures, and alſo of foreign 


produce, ; i 
« Value of Britiſh manuſactures exported in 1783 Co 10, 409, oocl. 
Ditto in 1795. 2 — 16, 626, ol. 


Here then we ſind, in the laſt year (a period of war), com- 
pared with 1783 (a period of peace), an increaſe, to the 
amount of ſix millions ſterling, in the exports of Britiſh ma- 
nufactures; and this from a country ſtated, in the motion, to 
be exhauſted in its reſources, and driven to “ wretched ex- 


pedients !“ 
4 Foreign produce exported in 1783, — 4,772, ocol. 
& Ditto in 1795, — —— 10,743 00:1. 


Here alſo we ſee an increaſe to the amount of ſix millions 
ſterling. I admit that it may have reſulted in part from the 
ruin of the commerce of our enemies, and from the poſſeſſions 
of which we have deprived them; but it is not the leſs an 
inſtance of our comparative proſperity. 

In the increaſe of our imports we find a remarkable proof 
of. the flouriſhing ſtate of a principal mannfactute: | 


Cotton woot imported on the average of five years in 1783 7,000, 00155, 
« Ditto —— — in 1795 23,000,0701bs. 
And here it ſhould be obſerved, that though our cotton ma- 
nufactures have made and are making fo rapid a progreſe, it 
appears by the moſt ſatisfactory evidence, both from the in- 
terior of the kingdom, and from the Cuſtom-houſe, that the 
woolen, iron, pottery and other principal trades, are great!) 
increafed, for the purpoſes both of hothe* cbtiſumption ard of 
exportation; and that the ſilk manufactory, which it has been 
apprehended might be annihilated by its rival, the cotton, has 
el K Sam beiÞ 
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J 794, it was — 68 ;, 
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Our importation of thrown ſilk has in like manner had a - 
{mall increaſe. Its annual amount, after deducting the quan- 
tity exported, is on the average of the laſt five years about 

81,000 . | 

: | proceed to another article of compariſon which I bri 

forwards with peculiar ſatisfaction, as connecting the proi- 

perity and increaſe of our manuſactures, with the proſperity 

and increaſe of thoſe immenſe poſſeſſions in the eaſt, to which 

every day is adding ſome, new ſecurity and ſome new and 

permanent extenſion. : 

« Value of Britiſh merchandize exported to the Eaſt Indies in 1783, 621,92 11, wh: 
: 1 


« Nitto in 1795, — —— 2,229, 444ʃ. wy! 
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am led by the ſubject laſt mentioned to Nate, in the next in 
e, the net revenues of the Eaſt India C | 40 
place, the ompany above the 
charges. | 
Having been the chairman of the committee appointed to 
inquire into the affairs of the Eaſt India Company in 1794, I . 
may be allowed to ſay, with ſome degree of confidence, that 14 
at that period the company poſſeſſed no net revenue above tłe wy 
charges z on the contrary, that the charges exceeded the re- {a | 
venue. At preſent, by a ſyſtem of accounts annually laid be- 1 
fore parliament, the accurate ſtatement of which is fully eſta- 1 
bliſhed by the experience of ſeveral years; " bd 
« The aet revenues of the difterent ſettlements of the Eaſt India N by f 
Company amounted in 1795 to about — 2, cool. f 
« The amount of {ales for Eaſt India Company's goods for 1783, was 3, 363, Sol. we 
« Ditto for 179. — 17 2651 "on 
I mutt now, my lords, requeſt your attention to the proſ- 1 1 | 
perous ſtatements of our navigation, which I have to lay be- 8 
fore you. DN 1 
" Total number of Britiſh ſhips which entered inwards at the ports of Great | 
Britain, or cleared outwards,” | #4 wo 
ans. OUTWARDS, " 
Veffets. Torr. Hesel: Tus. | | 
173 3,—— 7,690 $12,960 | 97,729—— $70,270 | 14 
1795. —— 40,174————1,262,568 | 1% 3 —, 64,910. 11 
Though the increaſe in the number of Britiſh ſhips is here 
ſo large, yet it will occur to all who hear me, that it would 
have been {ill larger, if the circumſtances of the war had not 
required a conſiderable proportion of merchant ſhips to be 
employed in the tranſport ſervice, and compelled us, to 2 
certain extent, to make a temporary uſe of ſoreign bottoms. | 
The progreflive increaſe of our mercaatile ſhipping, may = 
be more clearly ſhewn by the accounts which have been kept N 
under the Regiſter Act, beſt known by the name of the noble 1 
Vor. IV. 1796. 2 8 2288 1 
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lord who introdiiced it. As that act was not in full effect ti 
the year 1789, I cannot carry the compariſon to an earlier 
riod. But here let it be remarked, that in 1789 we were 
indiſpytably in a ſtate of high proſperity and of peace; and 
yet fince that period, if we extend our views to the whole of 
the Britiſh empire, we ſhall find that our "increaſe, both in 
ſhipping and tonnage, has been in the proportion of about 
ſixteen to fourteen. © : 
gt Total number of veſſels belonging to the Britiſh empire, 
WT: | LENA Tens, 2 Men. 
4 & 17 39 =——— 4,3 10-——1,}95,074——108,96z 
40 1794—— 10,802 1,589,162— 119,794 


- 
2 
1 


I now come to a general comparative ſtatement of our 
finances at the reſpective periods in queſtion, beginning with 
the amount of the permanent taxes : | 
Amount of permanent faxes on a three years average to 5th 

- January 1784 — — 9,876, oocl. 
Amount of tlie ſame taxes, after making allowances, as far as 

they can be calculated, for the intermediate changes and arrange- 
ments of the revenue; and alfo by taxes impoſed in 1784, 

1785, 1786, and 17893 as well as for the profit gained by the 

conſolidation of the cuſtoms and exciſe duties; on a three 

years average to the 5th January 1736, — — 12,381,090. 


Exhibiting, amidſt the failure of reſources, and the diſaſtrous 
circumftances aſcribed to us by the motion on the table, an 
increaſe of nearly one fourth in the actual produce of the 
identical taxes of 1783, to many of which the weight of new 
impoſts has ſince been added, | 
The next object is the amount of the unfunded debt. 
1% Navy debt outſtanding and unprovided in December. 2783 15,510,767 
(If taken in December 1782, when the noble marquis was 
at the head of the Treaſury, it was 14,207,414.) 
% Navy debt outftanding and unpdovided on ad May 1796, only 2, zoc, cool. 
being little more than the floating navy debt in 1791, a period 
of acknowledged profperity and profound peace, i would not 
be underſtood here to conceal that there exiſted in laſt De- 
cember.a navy debt to the amount of near 11, oo, oool. which 
was not funded; but, for a large proportion of it, taxes had 
even then been provided. The recent diſcharge of a part of 
that deht for the purpoſe of facilitating public credit, is at 
once a proof of our reſources, and of the wiſdom and energy 
which have Ciſtinguiſhed parliament in all the exigencies of 
tue preſent war, 0" | 
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The next account which I ſhall mention to your lordſhips 
will be that of the Bank advances, in order t tg ſhew that: the 
idea of our being aided by EXTTAOTUIDArY anticipations is with- 

out foundation: : 


Bank adyances, April 5rh, 1733, 1 180 127900. J. 
Do. May 24, 1796, = 17,132, cl. | 
Of which laſt ſum provifion has 09 n made e 
for funding | - « 195 85030, ol. 
| | 6,102,000, 


A aka ſtriking ein of oublic circumſtances in the 
periods compared will be ſeen in the following ſtatement: 
Amount of outſtanding demands and floating and unfunded 

delt in Jan. 1784 (excluſive of two millions to American 

ſufferers, the debentures for which have been annually 
paying off, and will "this year by diſcharges within 


df a; 14 * 


do, ol.) : 7 X 27,009,099). 
I have no ſum 'to place in oppoſition to this amount af 
twenty-ſeven millions ſterling. 


ſtimating the debts actually 
outſtanding, and throwing into the opojne ſcale the whole 
ſupplies for which taxey are already found, I may ſtate that 
certainly there 70 no out- ſtanding balance of debt unprovided 
for at this day; ſuch and ſo efcient have been the meaſures 
adopted and purſued f for preventing an accumulation of un- 
funded debt! Iß, indeed, the eſtimate were extended to Janu- 
ary 1797, the "conjecture would be utterly uncertain. The 
reſult mult depend the extent of the havy debt, and of 
the extraordinaries 2 the army to be incurred in the courſe of 
he preſent year 3 and it is poſhble that the outſtanding debt 
mi Fe then amount to fix or (even millions. 

1 to the Ginking fund I have nothing to ſtate under 
that head in 1783. There did not then exiſt the means of 
luking fund. On the contrary, there was, a deficiency of 
revenue, to the amount of at leaſt 2, oog, ol. below the 
peace eſtabliſnment, ſuppoling;it N eee to lien 


millions. eee a 
The amount of permanent taxes for the year 1783, W | +» 1 
Allowed for a further eſtimated produce of * 9 itnpoſes d 0 
in 1782 and 1783, — aon I > 256,000). 
Land and malt, | Brat at Fo 2,550,008 
Wint!ng to complete bom bert amet, of the Lon We . 
c!tabluhment, | { - | Spook, 
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316 © WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Long 
Very different is the ſtatement for the 2d May, 1796. At 
this day the ſinking fund is above  2,400,c00l. (without 

taking credit for 200, ocol. annually voted in addition.) 
And I am prepared to ſhew, whenever a proper occaſion 
may ariſe, that, excluſive of fo large a finking fund, which is 
hourly augmenting itſelf, there is, by the actual eſtabliſhed 
taxes, even under the abſurd ſuppoſition that they will not be 
more productive in peace than they are in war, ſuch a balance 
4 of revenue as, together with the aid to be expected from the 
4 Eaft-India participation and the lottery, will furniſh one mil- 
| lion annually, beyond the peace eſtabh{hment above ſtared of 
y 15,900,000]. over and above the intereſt for the additional 

„ debt incutred by the preſent war. oF 1 
4 | If it ſhould be. objected. that the future peace eſtabliſhment 
i would neceſſarily exceed the ſuppoſed amount; till the ſur- 
n plus which I have ſtated would be applicable to it, in the whole 
l | or in part, without any interruption. to the progreſs making 

| in the diſcharge of the debt. B rigor” 1g-ortb 
l am aware that the neceſſity of an enlarged peace eftalviſh- 
ment may ariſe ; but on the other hand the favourable con- 
tingencies of peace may be expected to give a proportionable 
inereaſe of revenue. In a word, my lords, if my computation 
is accurate, there will remain a ſurplus of 1,000,000). (beyond 
the fnſting fund and its growing produce,)' over and above al 
cha:ges, applicable to ſuch ſervices as our poſition on the return 

of gcate may make expedient. © de * 

Wich reſpect to the finking fund, your lordſhips will reccl- 
lect that the annual million, N N 1786, is to be invis!- 
-ably applied to the reduction of the debt, till the accumulation, 
with other acceſſions and expiring annuities, ſhall amount to 
40,0001. a year, from which period there will revert annu- 
ally to the diſpoſal of þarliament, taxes equal to the intereſt of 
whatever part of the national debt may be reputchaſed by the 
application of four millions a year, Vour lordſhips are farther 
aware that the other branch of the ſinking fund was eftabliſhed 
in 1792; in conſequence of which, an addition of one per 
cent, of the capital is now provided, for the gradual dilcharge 
of every new debt created. In other words, a moſt falvtary 
1yſtem, has been introduced, by which the increaſe of revenue 
is required to be greater than the charge of intereſt to be paid 
for new loans; and that increaſe, at the rate of the loans made 
in the preſent war, has amounted to about one-fixth of the 
whole charge. Thus it is that 550,0001. a year of the taxes 
voted in this war ate applicable not to the expence of the war, 
dut to the reduction of the new debt incurred; which will (2 
25 | diſcharge 5, 
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diſcharge the whole of that new debt (eſtimating the rate of 
money at four per cent.) within a period of rr ycare, 
when a farther diſpoſable income of 4, 500, o00l. a year will 
revert to the public, | EN { Ia: 
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About nineteen millions of capital are now redeemed by the 1 
operation of the ſinking fund ſet apart in 1786. Six millions o '® 
more will be redeemed in about three years, and the fiveper "Fs 
cents will then be redeemable. The reduction already made ; # 
is more than three times as great as the whole reduction that $ | | 


was effected in the period of peace between 1763, and 1775. 
(And that reduction is excluſive of the expence of the Spaniſh 
armament in 1790, to the amount of 1,830,000]. which has 
been defrayed by a ſeparate proviſion.) It is an important | 
reſult of this ſyſtem, that the whole of the perpetual/annuities L 
2re in effect converted into annuities for terms of years, vary- | 
ing as to the courſe of redemption from fifty-fourto thirty nine 11 
years; and it is found in the progreſs ot this operation, that 11 
the daily and increaſing payments for the capital redeemed. i 1 
have the moſt beneficial effects in money tranſactions and upon 1 
public credit. WI TUM A 1 
abſtain from entering into a conſideration of the experices 1 
occaſioned by this war comparatively with former wars, or of 1468 
the productiveneſs of the taxes, or of their tendency to bear +" 
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more or leſs heavily on the bulk of the peopſe. I ſhall be ready 
to diſcuſs theſe ſubjects at a proper time: not, however, as an 
advocate for war: the noble marquis cannot ſee the incon- oe 
veniences and difficulties of fo extenſive a war as the preſent, un, 
with more concern than · I do. But I ſee alſo the neceſſity of 11 
that war; and therefore I derive great conſolation from the | 
ſenſe and conviction which I entertain of our ability to ſupport 
it. And ſurely it is moſt important not only to appreciate 
fairly our own ſtrength and reſources, but to ſhew that we 
may look forward with a well-founded confidence to'the far- 
ther uſe of that ſtrength and of thoſe reſources, if the perverſe- 
pg of the enemy ſhould make it expedient for us to employ 
em, „ 
I ſhall cloſe this comparative account by a ſtriking and im 
portant ſtatement, A OY 1 
« Amoung of revenue (including the land and malt) below the com- © 
** puted expenditure on a peace eſtabliſhment of 15 millions 1733, 2,000,00c1, 
| * Ditto above the computed expenditure on a fimilar peace eſtas © 
* blichment, with the addition of increaſed charges for the debt g 
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6 incurred by the preſent war 1795z is fad 218 3.400, ol. | ſy 
If we compare the, exceſs of 1096 (3,400, oel) with, the deficiency, of 1783 4 
(, o, ol.) the difference of revenue in favour of the latter period will be 4 1 
5,400,000, 4 1 
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Facts, ſuch. 4+ theſe, my lords, greatly outweigh all the 
declamations that the genius and cloguence of mankind can 


thelcſs thought the refources of the country equally intereſted 
the ſoldier and the citizen; thetefore though he might riſque 
the ricicule of noble lords, in recurring to his multiphcation 
. $4 SH Iv ITE - r . 2 2 4 pt | 

| | table 


Mrs.) WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, 4's 
table to prove, by fair ſtatements, incontrovertible facts of 
the miſapplication of public money, he would undertake the 
tak. Could noble lords take upon them to contraſt the cloſe 
of the American war and the preſent time; and infer from 
thence that the ſtate of the country now was more flouriſhing 
than it was then? Since that period, many heavy taxes, and 
taxes grievous to be born, had been laid on; nor were they paid 
without difficulty and diſcontent ; beſides, the firlt period was, 
at the end of a very expenſive war of eight years, and the pre- 
ſent was only in the fourth year of a war, which he would in- 
deed allow was expenſive; yet he ſtill did not think the com- 
pariſon fair. Or would it be contended miniſters then viola- 
ted the privileges of the conſtitution more? Surely not: they 
could not; and this he would engage to prove by contraſting 
the two periods together. He ſhould not then go into the ne- 
cellary detaiis, but hoped the noble marquis would mention an 
early day for inquiry; he wiſhed it very early, before noble 
lords left town, he did not mean for election purpoſes but for 
their pleaſure, that there might be a full attendance to give the 
ſubject all the diſcuſſion it demanded. On that day, were a 
day named, he would come forward and ſhew, by ſtatements, 
that could not be denied, that there was a flagrant miſapplica- 
tion of the money of the publick, and an open violation of the 
principles of the conſtitution. r * 

Earl Spencer did not mean to detain noble lords at that late 
hour by any length of argument; he role merely to advert to a 
few points which had been unfairly preſſed by the noble mar- 
quis. The noble marquis conſidered the creation of the tran- 
port board merely as an additional expence, and no advan- 
tage to the public; he took the liberty, however, to differ 
widely from him on that fubject. By having a department 


th? time and attention of which was entirely engaged in the 


ttanſport buſineſs, it was more likely that it ſhould be well 
conducted, than without any ſeparate office of that kind. 
Nor was this merely matter of opinion : the good effects of 
their exertions had been experienced, and much was to be ex- 
pected from their future operations. It was true that the de- 
partment had been augmented; it conſiſted originally of three 
commiſſioners and in truth on the buſineſs of the tranſports, it 


conliſted of no more at preſent, It had been thought adviſe- 
able to relieve the Sick and Hurt Board from the care of the 


priſoners of war, and two additional commiſgners, had been 


placed at the Board of tranſports for that particular ſer- 


1 


expedition and diſpatch in buſineſs had been acquired to the 


vice, This addition boweyer reprobated had its uſes; .muc 
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navy, and more immediately to the tranſport ſervice. F rom 
the vigorous meaſures re ſorted to, and carried into effect, hy 
the means. of that additional board; the public ſervice he could 
conkdently afſert, had derived moſt effential advantage. 
Another point he wiſhed particularly to call the attention of 
the houſe to, was the ſtate of the tranſports, which, though 
the noble marquis thought much more expenſive now than in 
the American war, was not the cafe, The noble margui 
had ſtated difficulties which he found himſelf with reſpe& to 
tranſports, and it was undoubtedly of the utmoſt conſequence 
that the fervice ſhould be regularly performed. In the þ in 
ning of the American war, tranſports were had at the charge of 
TOs 2 ton, and the expeuce towards the cloſe amounted to 1%, 
a ton, together with a premium to the owners, at the expence 
of goverument. In the preſent war, tranſports never exceeds 
138. a ton, and from the arrangements made could not be { 
. expenfive as formerly to government. 
The bargain for the Eaft India ſhips he owned had been at 
a. high price, but their lordſhips would conſider the nature cf 
their trade; that they were taken from a moſt lucrative com. 
merce, and taken on the ſpur of the moment. Their ſingle 
de murage was undoubtedly high, and though they had a clauſe 
for double demurage, it was a}moſt impoſſible it would ever be 
to be paid. It was only in caſe of their being employed in a 
ſecond ſervice after the firſt was completed, Stick certainly 
would not happen. As to the Tranſport Board, it might be 
found cxpedient, in time of peace, to diſcharge the office, or 
it might appear adviſeable to retain them from their ſervices. 
Te noble earl had talked of a peace eſtabliſhment; and ar- 
gued, becauſe there were barracks erected for fifteen thouſand 
men, and barracks intended for nine thouſand more, that there 
would be an aQual peace eſtabliſhment of forty thouſand men. 
Did it follow that there would be a peace eſtabliſhment of 
forty thouſand men, becauſe it was found expedient to have 
| barrocks for twenty-thouſand additional troops in time of war? 
Would not the ſubject be always under the eye and control of 
. Parliament, with whom it would reſt to fix on any particular 
eſtabliſhment which the circumſtances of the times might te- 
wre ? 1 * 85 
1 One thing more that he wiſhed to ſpeak to. The accept- 
ance of the ofñce of third ſecretary of ſtate by a noble duke, 
dis friend, had been animadverted on as contrary to the ſpirit 
of a meaſure which he had hiniſelf ſupported. He could 
only fay for that noble Juke. as well as himſelf, that when 
| . $acuoittarces in their opinion demanded, that 2 
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Dole de ffreriuc ung ſupported, 'rhey hac eme ford, the 
2 Wen them their ſupport” without deing in office; #h 
e the noble earl, that neither che noble duke not he 


ſelf hach been purchaſed by a plact; "the ſweets t 
't was à bur 
nf whichChe bn cer tech to beat, becaüſſe it was ttroughe 
neces: that the noble perſons with whom ir wits 
; could 2 mote fervice by accepting the Fr 
bij 'tg ich his majeſty was pleaſed to call het. Per 
bim(elf, he never was either eager or cov etous of office. 
e Earl of Lauderdale aid, that in aſetivins to him tHe! 
fintiation'of either the noble Gute or the tobſe e Ntvine 
8 by a 28% ge, the noble earl hid! ſtrained the ne ot 
is argument.“ He had àſſerted that the noble duke had n 
e with hiy delicacy to accept of 2 off 
which it had been a memotable meaſure of his life to La 
aboliſhing as uſelefs. As to the noble 6art's claim to fu — 
inbependence, which he EY ſo much to ſet up, it 
at leaſt be modeſt to wait until the — e of eagerriefs ol ech 
was urge againit lim. He ſuppoſe e noble ear wits mbc 
ice other men ãn teſpect to tſie (ow wb a place. He rat og 
ated with the noble earl ; he pretetided'for his om part 
more diſinteteſtedheſo than fell to the fhare of com mon ffeſli 
and blood; but certaihly it had fo happened, that at one pe- 
rio of chelr les wheit "they acted together, the noble ear 
who affected ſuch giſtegard! for office; badeedlectt care tobe in 
a place when he (Lord L.) never nad even aſpired td a pubhe 
fituation, * "He eutreated the noble earl then to poſtpofre Hig 
profeffions' of ' peculiar” and ſuperior qiſintreſteuiſeſs LURE 
ſhould be accuſed of the'contrary diſpofition- 8 
Earl Spencer ſaid, fe made no claim of * ame 
tedneſs, 
Lord 'Hiwkipury declared, hi getteg 64 fay a 4 
words, and did not mean to trouble Sets wen ips at 7 : eiche 
of the night with ay" lengim of Gifcuen. He Amed Wefelv 
call their attention to the unfairneſs of a 1 earl (Lord 
Laudefthte);* who argued that the national ſpirit e dehafed, 
decauſe the Nesde tte free Fy admitted the burdens, 1 85 eee (rity 
were owing to a juſt and unavoidable war. He us thitutt 


to draw ati infere 90 drametric⸗ oppoſtte — k cle — — "will 
lingly agreed to the meaſare2 6 government” in ße nfaffite: 

nance. of the War; the natural” 0 infererice wit,” that" — 
were conxinced ul its juſkice ark UE: ald ney 
determined to wht ja Pages! Witt — 5 and ater 
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erated when he ſtated that our finances were flouriſhing and 
8 r.re . — haha ried.” He withed for an 7 gti 
ay Becauſe he was convinced that he could eſtabſſſh, by 
fair documents, that the noble ſecretary was, not miſtaken in 
his. aſſertions of the ſtate of the nation in any reſpect whatſo- 
eyer—becauſe the people would ſee by the inquiry their real 
and true circumſtances, ,, _ | AS dS age 
2e Lord Chancellor ſaid, that a conduct not very common 
had been purſued that day. The noble marguis had called 5 
a number aof papers, and after a very long ſpeech, he had no 
thought proper to found any reſolution upon them; but had 
moyed a propoſition almoſt totally unſupported, and even un- 
connected with the papers on the table. F 

The Marguis of Lanſdætun (aid, it would fave the noble and 
[cared lord ſome time to ſhew him his error in the outſet, 
He had made a poſitive propoſition upon the reports of the 
commiſſioners of the public accounts, and he had ayoided en- 
tering upon the ſtate. of finances, meaning that ſhould be the 
abject of one day's diſtig diſeullion. ., _ » 
- The Lord Chancellar proceeded to analyze and comment on 
the motion, ſentence by ſentence and part by part. He ſaid 
it was true the noble marquis had put his obſeryations on the 
ky of the commiſtoners of public accounts into the ſhape 
ol a propoſition, itating that meaſures had not been taken to 
eſtabliſh thoſe reforms which they had recommended; could 
the noble marquis, however, expect that this propoſition 
ſhould be, entertained ? Very confiderable progreſs had un- 
e 0 made to carry into effect the retorms they had 
ſuggeſted. Their objects. were, a reform of the public ofices— 
a reform in the manner of keeping the public accounts, and par- 
ticularly of checking the extraordinaries. A recommendation 
to come to ſome more certain plan and ſpeedy courſe of audit- 
ing the. public accounts—and a recomendation to leſſen the 
numbęr of uſeleſs and inconvenient offices. Theſe were the 
leading objects in the reports of the commiſlioners, and would 
any man poſſeſſed of an ordinary ſhare of information, venture 
to aſſert, that all theſe bad been neglected? Was it hqt mat- 
ter of notoriety that the army pay office had been reformed: ſo 
had che al office. A general ſyſtem of iniprovement had 
been introduced into the manner of keeping the public ac- 
counts, (o as to inſure a more correct and ſpeedy, audit; and 
io the meaſures for torcing the public accomptanis to this zu- 
vaderable ſum, of money that was owing and te- 


g 


th. 2 very conſigerable f 
. io che hands of different accountants and ſub-accoun- 
ants had been acquired by the public, He thought it theo 
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tathet a bold ſtep ts call upon thein to Hy, Hat nothing had 
been done upon theſe reports. The next part of the noble 
ord's motion was put in the ſhape of intertogatory. Whe- 
ther any new offices had been Created? This was put info 
vague a was. that it indicated a'defire rather to raiſe afpicions 
than to give information. Why. not ſtate the inflances, fr 
any inſtances, "here were; and not put it in the ſhape'of à vagüe 
furmiſe? Wick teſpect to the extraordinaries, miniſters had 
done no more than purſued the eſtabliſheF practice of the laſt 
glty years, and of 'which an 8 parliament had Heve? 

found reaſon to complain. The part of the proppſitlon which 
afferted that our commerce depended upon the warfare which 
threatened it with ruin, he could not comprehend, He did 
not know any part of Hur trade, which owed its temporary 
ſucceſs to the war, except pethaps our trade in cotton, the 
circumſtances of Europe having brought it all tb England; as 
to our trade in gene If was eaſy to prove, that its ſucceſs 


was in no way connected with the war. Of out woolſen trade 
he could ſpeak in particular. During the average of the three 
years of war, it had been carried to an excefs above the fame 
average of three years during the beſt period of peace that this 
country had ever known. Take the taxes of correſponding 
prod and look at the ſtate of our revenue. He meant to 


cok at the produce of the fame identical taxes at different pe- 

riods. The noble lord on the croſs bench, {Lord Auckland) 

had ſhewn' that in his compariſon, the-laſt year was more 

fouriſhing than the bs 1787. Alter this were'the'houſe 

be called, upon to ſay that the reſources were exhauſted, the 
trade depending upon the war, and the confidence of the peo- 
ple in the energy and integtity of parliament diminiſhed. Did 
their lordſhips 2 that their energy was weakened, their integti- 
bj blemiſhes or that they offeſſed/in a ſmaller degree the con- 

dence of the people? Or would they ſay that the reſources 

of the nation were exhauſted, juſt when an incident had oe. 

curred that would give ſplendour'to our finances in the eyes of 
every part of Europe, he meant the unprecedented meaſute of 
providifig for the unfunded debt, in the midſt of an expenſive 
war, inſtead of leaving it, as it had always been left, to be 
funded at the peace. Lord Lauderdale having two or three 
times faid hear, Hear, during this latter part of the noble and 
learned Jord's . faid, he ſpoke to be heard; the noble 
ear] might cry hear, hear, though he did not confider it as the 
moſt decoraus way of giving attention. He was pot ſo much 
accuſtomed as the noble earl to attend in ſocieties, where it was 
he practice to cheer a ſpeaker, : of Carliſte cried bean, 

21 2 
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Fegr. J and he wiſhed that his noble ene would ehe in from 
we, 4 


Earl of Lauderdolt afluge! the noble and. learned lor 


err ape Fee 
e Was, to in 2 practiee that might be ſo ſucceſefu 
: 4 bimſe þ 


would not ſorget bis appearance and. exploits at the York 
Nano who had ih ol 
life purſued a broad, ſtraitſor ward, and direct road, would 
ſeldom. perhaps have ggeahion. to recur to his memory, His 
meaſures being uniform and his courſe ſimi ple, he would. not 
be called upon otten ta adyert to particular periods; but hg 
who had. travelled a crooked, winding, devious. paths ug lt at 
leaſt to be furniſhed. with an een It was 
the moſt inconvenient and awkward, thing in the world for 
luch a man to have a treacherous, memory, It betrayed him 
into embarraſsments, trom. which bis wit could not always 
roſcuaiDiite a 5 oh rf e 2572 Wore TS 
Tue Lord Chancellor replied; that he ſhauld. reſt. ſatizhed in 
the conſciouſneſs that his liſe had been a-very public one; that 
bis conduct therefore was very generally known to the world, 
He. bad endeavoured to fulfil his duty, and; his memory had 


never given any diſturbapce to his conſciencę. That (cole of 


duty which. had-actuated him through liſe, did, pot dictate 19 
bim the-peceſbty of taking any other notice of the obſervation 
dtitbe gable carts; noun hot „ $2 
Je MHAarguis if Lanſdewn, in reply. to the arguments that 
had been uſed, ſaid, that he had taken the courie-on this day 
y ch he. had purſued, in the firm convictiaon that, unleſs their 
lend ip did manfully reſiſt the torrent of expencę, inſluene 

and ab uſe which pervadedevery part of the public ſet vice, it wo 

be impoſſible for the conntry to avert the, horrors of 2222 
id 4 : Tuptcy. 
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raptcy. ) He had not chapzed bis ſentiments on account-of 
5 1 had heard that Ws neither from the noble 
due 
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had bech done, fo carry. into ele the reforms propoſed by. ti 1 
comnmiflioners, and that aggqrding)y the public. aunts rwe * 

in the Ge Rate of incxpſicatle*contuſion, my fe and abu #2 
38 ever 1 by which every ſpecies. of extravagance, or even 1 
cor dption, might de Fu ede d probability of de, 13 
teclion; and by; which the nation, was daily hoking deeper Wa 1 
deepet in debt and burthens. He had drawn the attention ul 5 
their lorgthips tothe (aCts he had Thewn the ee, {lf | 
which migiſters togk in the ſhameful practict of: exttaordi- ( 0 | 
aries, of navy debt, and ef votes of eredit, by which tuck 1 } 
enormous ſums were expended-without eſtimate, and, without 883 
the contzol of parliament, and under which any, poſſible. cor. 0 
ruption could be concealed, and ſot at defiance the ſcrutiday and = 
me corre ddion of their. Lörd chips. In his opinion their 9 0 | 
Intereſts, even eh intereſts as land-owners, inder i i! 
pendent of thgir duty as Jegilators, called on them 10 9 
check this evil, and he was convinced that integrity would be 1 


. molt polidcal, as well as their moſt hanodrable virt 8 
In this view he hay moved for the papers,; and with this. view 8 
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je was not molt (erioully, alarmigg. oble 7 
Beg it no tefarms. bad A 10 place ? He kde as we 1 


tending tis [tranſport 
prilonegs, | Why the thres former could not manage the bult-- 4 
nels of the teh latter he conld not diſcover, not was he con- 14 
viaced of the great efficacy of either, ©, He, was accuſed alſo 4 5 
of not havitg brought inſtances of the new phaces which had "mn 
een created, and bf (ating his charges. vaguely, ie had bl 
avoided the ungracious, opurſe of indy idious detail, but be 1 
Fould have enumerated g holt of new places, the _— 2 K Wo. 
© 1 WAaIC 7 4 (EL 


; vic, and two others afterwards for 
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which, even, were never known before ; ſuch as ſurveyors 
of all kinds of places, of Somerſet-houſe, of the Guards, of 
Windſor, &c. a printer of the Hue and Cry, &c, &c. He 
queſtioned whether it was legal to create new patent places; 
rhaps the time might come when a parliament might im. 
ach a chancellor for putting the great ſeal to them. He waz 
afraid, however, that nothing which he could ſay would rouſe 
them to take a deciſive part upon the occafion. He deſpaired 
of an enquiry being made with vigour ; but at any rate it was 
fit that the public ſhould know the ſtate in which, we were, 
and the blind, dark courſe in which we were hurrying to ruin, 
'The noble and learned lord faid, he could not ſee how our trade 
was for the time connected with the war. It was, however, 
extremely ſimple. The war had affected the manufactures of 
almoſt every part of Europe. France, Poland, almoſt all 
Germany and Holland had ceaſed for the time to manufacture 
and trade, and for the time being we had engroſſed the com- 
merce of the whole ; even France was cloathed by England, 
But by the war, at the ſame time, the price of manufacture 
d the burdens on commerce would be made ſo enormous as 

> be fatal to its exiſtence. The noble lord on the croſs- bench 
had read a paper of comparative ſtatements," to ſhew our 
ow opulence. Why did he not ſtate the ſum we had paid 
aſt year for diſcounts on exchequer paper, as a part of our 
proſperity ? The thing was unprecedented. We had paid 
15,0001: for diſcounts only in 1795 He ſaid he had avoided 
going into the finence that day, becauſe a gentleman in ano- 


ther place, who would one day contribute to their reſtoration, 


was to take up the buſineſs; and becauſe a noble earl, his 
friend, was to bring it before their lordſhips. When he did ſo, 
though he might not be able to be preſent, his efforts would 
have his moſt hearty concurrence. ka if 
The Earl of Lauderdalg roſe once more to give notice, that 
he would on Tueſday next call their lordſhips attention to the 
ſtate of the finances, and bring forward certain reſolutions 
grounded on the papers on the table; at which time he ſhould 
animadvert on the ſtatements read by a noble lord, in which 
he had ſaid that reckoning our future peace eſtabliſhment at 
I 5,000,000, there would be a ſurplus of 3, boo, oool, of annual 
revenue. He would pledge himſelf to prove that fo far was 
this from being the caſe, a very dark and gloomy, deficiency, 
would be found. With reſpect to our peace eſtabliſnment 
beirg at 15,000,000). he referred their lordſhips to the reports 
of the committees of the Houſe of Commons in 1786 and 
1791 „on that ſubject, and could only fay that the , 
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FE 1791 had merel iven us the hopes of. its bein 
160 TY and Ans Es had ſhewn the late 50 4 
eſtabliſhment to have been 16, 800, oool. For his own part 
de was afraid it would never de leſs, but on the contrary much 
more. All this, however, he would leave for the proper time. 
The Houſe then divided, t 


"Contents t 9 
Proxies | = — - * 
5 | b —12 
 Non- Contents _ + - 72 
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1 | | 1 
Majority 92 


The Farls Ire, moved that the lords be . e 
to attend on Tueſday. 

The Earl of Guildford gave notice, that on Monday next 
de would bring forward a motion upon the ſtate of the 
ration, and alſo moved that the Houſe be ſummoned, 

Re at half paſt twelve o'clock, 


HOUSE OF-COMMONS.../ + 
MonbAv, May 2. 


A writ vas ordeted to be iſſued for the election of a mem 
ber for the borough of Northampton, in the room of Charles. 
lord Compton, lately called up to the, Houſe of Peers. * 

Pawnbrokers, Salt office, Sharring inc loſure, and m 
canal bills YU, read a third time and paſled. - 


LONDON MILITIA. 


The Leviton Militia bill was read a third time ing 

palled, | Je 
he ALIEN BILL. 

The Attorney General moved for leave to bring in a Bill for 
icontinuance for a time to be limited of the 33d of en 
en eee W e 

{$4.20 eme Rs 


The Grin General moved for leave to bring ina Bil, is 
explain and amend chapters 8th andgth of the 330 of George 
Ill. reſpeAing the providing of ſubſtitutes to ſerve'l in te mi- 
iti —Granted. m_—_— 


The reports of the committee. of ſi ply, an and of the com 
nltee of ways © and Arwen. Were receiy d, the e 
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and tec to, and Bills orgered to be brought im puthuunt ty 
„ . . 
F | EI F470 

L Philip Stevens brought up the report of the committee, 
by which 5000l. were voted to be employed for the encourage. 
Went of thoſ- who ſhall make improvements in finding the 
Tongitude.- The.reſolution was read, agreed to, aud a Bill 
was orduræd to be brought in in purſuance of it. 


* 1 


1 GAME LAS. 
Mr. Curtuen roſe to call che attention of gentlemen to the 


ſubze& of the game laws. Though they rejected what be 
brought before them in another ſhape, he hoped. they would 


have no oblyecton ta the motion he was then about to make, 
He meant metely ts repeal the obnoxious parts. of the three 
acls he had alluded to on a former night, namely, We, Stn of 
Georg I. the 26th of George IT. and the ſecond of George 
III. He had before ſtated'the-gticvatices reſultiug from thele 
acts, and ſhould not then preſfs.the matter firthet this by moving 
for leave to bring in a Bill to reptal*'theme 
Sir Richard. Sutton deſtred tu explain what he faid on 2 
former day relative to poachers, He' meant that ſeverity 
ſhould be directed only againſt night poachers. He was one 
of the laſt perſons in this country wh would proſecute the 
lower claſs of the people tor purfuing game ſometimes. He 
was alte entirely againſt prohibiting. farmers the ſport of ſol- 
lowing game occaſionally, eſpecially if they had any thing like 
1 decent ſubſiſtance to live upon He taught. it Would be 
improper to proſecute ſuch perſons: for killing game even 
though they ſhould not be qualified. to do fo by Jaw ; but with 
regard. io any meaſure, as perhaps this now, propoled would be, 
tending to favour poachers, he was entirely againſt and ſhould 
oppoſe it: poachers were a Claſs of perſons much too inſolent 
already, h 

J Mel Me ſaid he had heard of no complaint brought by 
auy body of men againſt the game laws as they at prefetit ſtood, 
he therefore did not fee upon hat grounds they ſhould be t- 
peaied, He hoped the moten would be deferred till its pro- 
priety-and,necetiity, were more matu rely examined, and mere 
Derne oy Loa tl oh KA > 
Mx. Busten ſaid there was no greater enemy to the pond 
laws than himſelf : but he did not wiſh that the fubje&t ſhould 
be broygbtforward.at. preſent, te. 
270% Soljcitar, General obiected to the motion. Aſtet gd 
Wa of conſideration of "Wat ſubject, he declared he wy — 
2 y x IC 4 opili 
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opinion that the game laws, as they ſtood, were better for this 
country at large than, perhaps, any thing that could be adopted 
inſtead of them. He had, he ſaid, formed ſomething like the 
ſame opinion, of the foreft laws, although he knew that both 


had been , reprobated z perhaps, however, for want of due 

conſideration. | | | 4 
Mr. 5 ſaid a few words in reply; after which the 

queſtion was put and negatived. . 8 


COLONEL CAWTHORNE, 


. General Smith having moved the order of the day for the 
conſideration of the proceedings of the court martial on John 
Fenton Cawthorne, Eſq. moved, © That the proceedings of 
the court martial, that had tried and paſſed ſentence on John 
Fenton Cawthorne, Eſq. a copy of which was now on the 
table of the Houſe, be now read.” They being read accor- 
dingly} yr I 1 29 LY | n, 
The Speaker informed Colonel Cawthorne, that if he had 
any thing to offer irt his juſtification, it was now the moment 
to undertake it. Upon which, Rn * 
Colonel Cawthorne roſe and from a written paper thus adreſ- 
fed the ſpeaker: 1 - "x. * „ #4 5 7 829 * 
« Sir, under the diſtreſsful perturbation in which I riſe in 
this moſt awefu} moment of my life, I am too ſenſible of the 
candout and Humanity of the Houſe to think it neceſſary for me 
formally to implore for myſelf, that indulgence which it will 
always, in its juſtice, ſhew to every one of its members, when 
called upon to juſtify or excuſe himſelf. Proud and happy, fir, 
28 I have hitherto been, in the enjoyment of a ſeat within theſe 
walls, no conſideration whatfoever would have induced me to 
come hither to-day, had I not received the commands of the 
Houſe to attendhere in my place. I would not, fir, have quit- 
ted the conſinement I had impoſed upon myſelf, as a proof of 
my profound ſubmiſſion to the judgment of a court martial, 
compoſed of honourable men, aſthough [ was at the fame time 
convinced that they had been fo far fruſtrated in their reſearch 
for truth, by the intricacy and confuſion in"which'it was in- 
veloped, as o prevent my being able to convince them, that in 
the inſtances in which I may have deviated from the rigid line 
of military order, I erred rather from defect of judgment, 
ich 1 do not ſtand up to juſtify, ot from the fallibility of 
inexperience; of which I was Hot then aware ; but J moſt ſo · 
lemnly proteſt I never added with an intention to im ure 
man, or upon ay fraudulent or corrupt motive whatſbever, 
nd | venture to aſſert, that —_ proof has deen, or; I truſt, 
Vox. IV. 1796. 2 can 
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carr be brought before the Houſe, of my having acted frudu- 
lently or corruptly. And ſurely, ſir, though there can be no 
doubt but that the court martial have proceeded with the pu- 
reſt-intention, and with the moſt undeniable deſire of making 
an upright judgment, they may in a caſe io complicated and 
fo voluminous as that upon your table, have been deceived.— 
Might nor irregularity have been miſtaken for fraud, and the 
receipt of money not at any given time wholly. expended, for 
miſapplication, corruption, and embezzlement? In reality 
they were ſo, for in every inſtance to which the terms of fraud, 
miſappheation, corruption, and embezzlement, ate annexed to 
the opinions of the court martial, without poſitive evidence to 
ſupport them, were [ even to admit that the facts of itregulatiiy 
complained of, and of money not expended at certain given 
times have been proved, I will venture to aſſert that the infer- 
ences drawn therefrom of "fraud, miſapplication, corruption, 
. and embezzlement, are erroneous. I truſt therefore that the 
J Houſe will not look upon me in the light of having ſo ſuddenly 
deviated from the character, which previous to my being thus 
charged, I truſt ſtood unimpeached. May I not be juſtified 
in aging, that the proſecutor could not affix to any act of 
mine the appellation of any ſpecific offence; becauſe after 
having ſearched through the mutiny act, in order to find the 
name of am offence waich he could give to any thing I had 
done or omitted, he was under a neceſſity of preſſing into his 
charges out of the articles of war, the words, in a ſcandalous 
and infamous manner, unbecoming the character of an officer 
anda gentleman.” Sir, being again become à private mem- 
ber of civil ſociety, I am too ſenſible of the reſpettability ot 
"thoſe noblemen and-gentlemen who fat as my judges, and of 
the importance of courts martial in general to the public fafety, 
to harbour a thought, or to utter a word that could have the 
remoteſt cendency towards ſhaking the general eſtimation, in 
which I hope and truſt they will ever be held by all ranks of 
people, as a highly honourable, and indiſpenſibly neceſſary 
_ tribunal. But 1 hope, nevertheleſs; that the whole influence 
olf military law will be entirely confined to military offences, 
and limited to military tribunals; for; fir, I cannot omit ob- 
 ferving, that lately I was called upon before à court martial, 
not only to anſwer for my conduct as a colonel of a regiment, 
| but to be reſponſible for acts done by me as deputy lieutenant, 
and fo charged and made amenable to a military tribunal for 

offences of a civil nature, although I had entered a formal an 

Troteſt agaiaſt ſuch proceedings & 
f an ec Der a 3 of 4 1 12007 „ To- day 
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To- day Iam called upon beſore the Houle of Commons 
attend in my place, to anſwer for acts done by me as a, colon 
of a regiment, and thus charged and made amenable in this 
high civil tribunal, for offences ot a militaty nature. But, dir, 
from a conſciouſneſs of never having acted. from corrupt 
motives, and a confidence in the unprejudiced inveſtigation 
of this honourable Houſe, it is the anxious wiſh of my heart to 
be tried by. you 1 to the uſual courſe of yout pro- 
ceedings in all caſes of trial, having no doubt that undet the 
ſcrutiny of your aw ful inquiry, I ſhould receive a determination 
that would heal my wounded character, and re-eſtabliſh my 
moral and ſocial reputation. I am ſure, fir, the Houſe of Com: 
mons will never conſider itſelf as à ſupplementary court, far 
the purpoſe of receiving and regiſtering the ſentence of courts 
martial for the government of their proceedings upon one of 
its own' members, nor deem it conſiſtent with its dignity and 
juſtice, to ſee with their eyes, and to hear with their, ears, the 
competency of evidence ceceived by victue of military laws. 
Nor will this Houſe, I humbly apprenend, conlider the proceed- 
ings of a court martial as a ſufficiently legal proof for them 
to decide upon the guilt or innocence oſ one of its members. 
Preſuming; therefore, that the Houſe only calls upon me to 
efface the impreſſion of thoſe epithets which. tend to fix a 
ſtigma on my moral character, and to ſhew, that through 
the various charges, the language of the articles of, war 
before mentioned does not ne ceſſarily attach on my conduct. 

I beg leave to call the attention of the Houſe to the main 
criminating point of 1he fir ſi and lecond charges, which charge 
me, vhatever moral guilt is alledged to be included in them, 
wich the term fraud. Sir, I preſume, from the evidence, that 
the fraud meant to have been proved, was ſuppoſed to have 
been proved, was effected by concealing from different peripps 
the tetris in Which a contract made with them was conceived, 
and which contract was ſigned by them. Lo that point I 
confine my defence : but if the complexion of the caſe is either 
to eſtabliſh or refute any intention in me to commit a fraud, 
when 1 firtt drew for the whole of the marching gujnezs, it 
muſt ſurely weigh with the Houſe to find that I paid every 
guinea inſtantly to every man at that time in the regiment ; 
that I offered to return the remainder to the receiver - Nc ner al, 
who refuſed to accept it ; that long before the exttibition.of 
any articles; againft me, a general voucher pulled, for the cx- 
penditute of the whole of that ſum, which, in fact, Max- 
pended, for which the captains gave vouchers, and which they 
have {worn they would not 13 given, unleſs convinced that 

20 2 the 
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the whole ſum had been expended ; and that this is not a caſe 
where it is even pretended that the ſuppoſed object of the fraud 
could poſſibly have tempied any man to commit it. For it is 
but on the irregular application (and which the charge terms 
miſapplication) of a few of theſe guineas, that the whole charge 
is grounded, and not on an emb-zzlement of them. Even 
this circumſtance, I aſſure the Houſe, aroſe. from a miſcon- 
ception of the act, from which I conceived the recruits, as 
well as the men of the regiment, who were embodied. in the 
county, were entitled to their marching guinea alſo before 
they marched out of the county, and therefore agreed with 
them before they enliſted, for the payment of it along with 
their bounty, whilſt in the county, and paid it to them inclu- 
ſively with that bounty. | | 

The moral turpitude of making ſuch. an agreement with 
any man before he was entitled, why knew what he was doing, 
and conſequently was free to accept or reject any terms offered 
to him, I profeſs I cannot diſcern. If the recruit even did-not 
underſtand ſpecifically. the meaning of the word marching 
guinea, as deſcribed by the act, yet if he generally underſtood 
(and indeed the receipt expreſſes it) that it was ſomething be- 
ſides, and in addition to his bounty, and that that ſum was all 
he was to have for coming into the regiment, it was his own 
act; and is it not with the utmoſt caution that men ought to 
be allowed to come into the courts. of juſtice to reſcind their 
own agreements, and that by criminating thoſe with whom 
they were made, when they offer no other proof of impoſition 
than their own teſtimony itſelf, inconſiſtent and contradicted 
both by written and verbal teſtimony. alſo. But I ſubmit to 
the Houſe, as I did in my defence, that no receipts or agree- 
ments have been fraudulently obtained from any man, and even 
if they had been, it was neither with my privity or conſent.— 
Six men only, out of the many recruits enliſted at the board of 
lieutenancy, were called to prove that the agreements for their 
bounty, including their marching guineas, had been fraudu- 
lently obtained from them, Four of theſe ſay, they either 
agreed with me or my ſerjeant, and two tay, they agreed with 
certain men called militia inſurers, or their principals. The 
ficſt four affirm, that they never «greed for their marching 
guinea, and that the paper expreſſing that circumſtance, was 
never either read to them or by them, though this paper-is a 
plain printed ſlip of paper (except ia one-inltance, and then it 
was not produced, ) containing five lines in large letters, the 
words marching guineas, diſtinguiſhed by large roman capitals. 
In their examination, in chict, they offered to give 1 — 
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diſtinct relation of all that paſſed at the board, when enliſted. 
They at firft poſitively denied any explanation or reading of 
theazteement, but one, when preſſed, admitted the ſerjeant did 
read the agreement, but he paid little attention to it ; and the 
three <thers, when offering to the court a ſuppoſed correct 
account of many facts that happened at the fame time, then 
nearly two years before, and aſſuming correctly and accurately 
toremember every word and fact which could have a tendency 
to criminate- me, but chuſing to forget every thing which 
paſſed that would have refuted the charge of impoſition ; when 
unable to reconcile part of this teſtimony, ſaid they were 
drunk, intoxicated, or in ſome manner beſotted. If ſober 
when they ſigned this agreement, how could they be ignorant 
of the contents of five lines of a plain, uninterpolated flip of 
paper, and which they ſet their names, not their marks, to? 
Could they write wit out their eyes being fixed upon the pa- 
per? And if drunk, ought they to have been admitted to 
come forward in'a court of juſtice, to affirm or deny any part 
of a converſation which paſſed during their intoxication two 
years before? Whoſe honour or life is ſaſe, if a fraud or felony 
can be eſtabliſned by men, who, relating long converſations, 
ſay they were drunk at the time they heard them ? Had theſe 
men profeſſed, in the out- ſet of their evidence, that they were 
deceived by having been made drunk, ſuch à fact, had i coun- 
tenanced it, would have been worthy of the moſt ſerious diſ- 
cuſſion ; but in their examination in chie?, they do not pretend 
to have been drunk at all; it is in their croſs- examination that 
they firſt introduce the citcumſtance of dtunkenneſs, aud that 
not as an imputation on me, but as an excuſe, or excu'pation 
7 the then obvious and groſs inconſiſtency of their evi- 
*nee. | 
And here I ſubmit: that though various objections were 
made by me to different queſtions and evidence, they do not 
appear in the printed report of the trial. Here, Sir, 1 ſubmit, 
it night have been juſtly expected by me, that the whole evi- 
cence of men, who on croſs- examination had confeſſed them- 
ſelves intoxicated, ought to have been ſtruck out of the mi- 
nutes of the proccedinas As to the two other men, they 
were two ſubſtitutes hot engaged by me at all, but by men 
called militia infurers, who paid them their bounty, receipts 
for their marching guinea were alſo taken from them. But 
the evidence proves chis circumſtance to have originated in 
hurry and miſtake, - contrary to the general practice, and 
trough the tnadvertence of the recruiting ſetjeants. But ſup- 
pong theſe argreements had not been read, my orders, as 
; proved 
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proved by. one. of the proſecutor's. witneſſes, as well as by 
Captain Maſon, were always to read and explain thoſe argree- 
ments to the ſubſtitutes, and which both he and Captain 
Maſon ſwear were duly obſerved. If the ſerjeant did not co 
fo," was he ſo far my agent for the purpoſe of defrauding ang. 
ther without my concurrence ? |, And by what law could I be 
reſponſible for his not doing that which I poſitively otdered 
him to do? If the complexion of the caſe, ſubſequent to my 
cauſing theſe receipts to be taken, is to bear on this queſtion, 
J intreat the Houſe to lock to the evidence of the Duke of 
Richmond ; it will there be found 'that I communicated the 
circumſtance of the men having figued theſe receipts, to his 
prace, to whom the men had complained, informing him, that 
when I enliſted the men, I had. agreed to give a certain ſum 
of money, including their marching . guineas, and that that 
circumſtance was expreſſed in the. receipt for the bounty. 
His grace, in ſeveral converſatious, gave it me as his opinion, 
that the men who. bad given receipts. could not &\ any 
further claim on that account, always ſuppoſing ſuch receipts 
to have been-bona fide given, I his matter was peculiarly 
referred to his grace, and, according to the proſecutor's letter, 
dated March, 1794, the matter there reſted as a difputab!e 
queſtion with him. | 

] beg further to refer to the production and full diſcuſſion 
of theſe receipts, among my officers, at Shoreham; and how- 
ever irregular ſome may have deemed theſe receipts, yet there, 
and in ail our meetings, neither the proſecutor, nor any other 
man, ever ſuggeſted the idea of a fraud; and he has ever te- 
preſented me ſo pertinacious in my opinion of my receipts, 26 
conſtantly, and in all companies, to affert their validity, to 
commit them into all hands, to declare my readineſs to try 
the queſtion, to leave theſe to the captains to do any thing 
that might draw an inquiry on them. Are theſe the acts of 
a man who has committed, or. authorized a fraud? I am 
confident that the Houſe, if conſidering ſuch facts as theſe as 
jurymen, ſcrutinizing the mind of their jellow-courtrymen, 
would find it impoſſible to make-up their minds to a verdit 
oi intentional fraud, againſt a man who has ever ſhewn him- 
ſelf provoking every fort of inquiry aud diſcuſſion on thoſe 
very receipts. | 1701. | - 
As to the eighth article, which accuſes me of deducting 2 
guinea from the bounties of the ſoldier, alleaging_it to be ſo 
wore for clonthing, and converting it to my own. uſe, I anſwer, 
whether the guinca was deducted from the bounties,” of Whe- 
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ectuit before he ever enliſted, is a matter of fact which the 
Houſe will Judge of on due reference to the evidence before 
them, But the proof that the men did contract for ſlop- 
cloathing is, that it appears in evidence that they complained 
that the contract had not been fully performed on the part of 
the regimental taylor, and that this alſo was the ſyftem-ar the 
board, a ſyſtem adopted on the ſuggeſtion of the proſecutor 
himſelf, to prevent deſertion. One witneſs has ſworn ſo in 
pointed terms, and that he informed all his men, before they 
engaged with him, that the depoſit and payment of the guinea 
at the board, would be required of them when ſworn in, for 
which reaſon he added a guinea to their bounty. Four out 
of the fix witneſſes on this charge, and thoſe adduced by the 
rroſecutor himſelf, are men engaged by this militia inſurer. 
t that I converted the guinea to my own uſe, I ſolemnly 
deny, and it is as ſolemnly proved on the trial, that l never 
touched it, but that the regimental taylor had it, and gave 
value for it; each man had for his guinea, « coat, waiſtcoat, 
and hat, and ultimately a pair of breeches alſo.” They all had 
their regimental cloathing in addition, and in the ſame year 
alſo, This plan of cloathing was to/ benefit the ſervice, and 
not for my own  emolument ; and although ſome men might 
have worn their flop cloathing a few months extraordinary, 
yet, upon the whole, the regiment was benefited, and no man 
was deprived of one ſingle article of eloathing which govern- 
ment allows. © | Is fo 
Sit, the third, fourth, fixth, and ſeventh charges are di- 
vidable into two heads: the firſt a corrupt receipt of monies 
tor a corrupt purpoſe, and the converting to my own uſe that 
money: the ſecond an embezzlement of monies taken for an | 
innocent or an indifferent purpoſe. 'Ths firſt point compre- 14 
hends the diſcharge of deſerters and other men giving money 2 
to provide a ſubſtitute; the ſecond the non- immediate appli- q. 
cation of monies deſtined to provide the regiment with recruits. i 
To the firſt I entreat the Houſe to obſerve, that having under 4 
taken the recruital of the regiment in part, as other of | 74 
a regiment might have done, I did conceive myſelf at liberty, if 
on ſome occaſions, to permit, under ſome cireumſtances, men to 1 
qui: the regiment on their putting into my hands a ſum to pro- 1 
cure a man in their place; and I did conceive that if 1 did "| 
continue without intermiſſion that recruital, I fully, and-not 117 
corruptly, diſcharged the engagement which 1 ſo contracted. 54 
On this Se did diſcharge ſome of the men who were * 
deſerters, but no more than three in number in the courſe of 1 
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three years. For I ſtill folemnly deny, as j did on the trial, that 
I:knew oof the diſcharge ' of two men, mentioned in the 
charge. One or two men, not being deferters, I alſo Gf. 
charged, whoſe particular ſituation rendered them anxious to 
quit, and who were conſidered by me not fit for the ſervice, 
after having made a ſufficient inquiry on that point. Theſe 
ſums: were openly propoſed, and openly received, for the 
purpoſe of finding other men; but in no cafe I took ſuch ſums 
of money as bribe, nor had any conception that I did nor dif. 
charge my engagement, by keeping my reeruiting parties in 
activity under a general order. The ' Houſe, Sit, cannot 
draw an inference from hence that the money paid was a bribe 
to me to pardon and diſcharge the men; for the evidence 
proves that the money was expreſsly taken by me, in order 
with it to find another man; that I received it as ſuch, and on 
written. documents that I acknowledged it for that purpoſe 
received. I hwe expreſsly charged myſelf with that money 
for that purpoſe. Can the Houſe then conclude it was origin- 
ally given for another purpoſe, than the evidence proves it 
was given for? Or inter an intention contrary to the fact! 
Sir, I beg leave to alk, what conſtitutes the prominent fea- 
tutes oſ the conduct of a man, corruptly receiving money for 
a-corrupt purpoſe? what but extortion, rapacity,” and ſecrefy. 
I: bave: not taken advantage of the ſituation of any man having 
deſerted, nor proportionet my demand to his expectation of 
puniſhment, nor requeſted my name not to be mentioned, nor 
burned; nor obliterated the proving documents; but, on the 
contrary, have ever given them away againſt myſelf, The 
whole put port and tenor of my language, written or verbal, 
was bot What ſhould be given, that puniſhment ot duty 
might be evaded; but if urged by repeated interceſſion, if the 
caſe was to be yielded to, what was the ſum that would fur- 
niſn another man, and ſupply the place of him whoſe peculiar 
caſe. procured his diſcharge, On this principle alſo of te- 
cruiting, I received a fund to provide for that recruital from 
the hands. of the principals drawn by ballot ; and certainly, 
if -I-bad not thought I was acting conſcientioufly, I never 
ſhould have ſo ated with that publicity and-openneſs which 
is eee character of all the acts of which Lam ac- 
CUIEC, * , | 8 


«It is true that deſerters have, in ſome inſtances been poſted 


to perſons from whom I had received money to provide a man 
for, but this was from no particular order of mine; it was 
the general practice of the board adopted by the clerk of it, 4 
practice which I found when I eame to the board, and 1 
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not thinking either criminal or erroneous, I never contra- 
died, but left the clerk of the board to act according to his 
own diſcretion, and which by no means deſtroyed the obliga- 
tion in me to find another man alſo, That diſcretion he has 
ſworn he exerciſed, The monies ariſing from all theſe cir- 
cumſtances, conſlituted pubhcly a und in my hands to be 
oplied_in finding men for the regiment. That fund I ſo em- 
To and it was every day diminiſhing, it was every day 
zpplied. towards the purpoſe for which it was received, not 
pecifically applied, but generally applied. If 1 originally re- 
ceived that fund for. the purpoſe of getting ſubſtitutes, and was 
daily ſo applying it, I beg leave, ſeriouſly, to aſk the Houſe 
when the-embezzlement began, and by what it is proved? 
If it was given me for a purpoſe which 1 — ſet about 
executing, and daily executed, how is the crime of retainer or 
embezzlement proved? . Theſe men could not be procured 
in a day, nor a month; the principals could not have procured ' 
tiem immediately, I could not immediately. It was a fund 
whica I acknowledged to have received for a given pur- 
pole, which purpole 1 nzver delayed executing, which in my 
hands was. ſolely. applicable to that purpoſe, and to be ac- 
caunted for by me. I diſpatched parties. I had ſerjeants and 
corp:rals conſtantly on the recruit, I called them to the 
board, I ſeverely reprimanded them - whenever 1 found they 
had been negligent, | gave them unlimited orders to procure: 
men, I told them to get them at all events. I entered at 
another time into a competition with the recruiting for the 
city of London, I gave two guineas more than they allowed. 
! held additional boards, and got many of the belt men who 
otherwiſe would have el {tcd with them, I paid all the ex- 
pences of eplifting wyſelf, I paid all the bounties myſelf, 1 
applied the ſund 1 had received for the purpoſe for Which it 
was received. Neglect and delay (if even they had exiſted) 
in applying this fund might call down upon me a military 
ceulure.z but my moral character, my character as a gentle- 
man, as a man, will not, I truſt, under theſe circum) 
ſtand impeached, when nothing but the ſuſpenſion of my 
commend, prevented me from expenaing every ſhilling I had 
received, and when that very ſuſpenſion found me in the ſum- 
mer of 1795, in the very act of expending it. |: 
To the charge of tejedting fit men, and of engaging 
unkt men, an account oi the ditf-reoce of wakes, uſt 
eter the Houle to the evidence, to learn, whether I; :mytelf; : 
in any inſtance, ſo did ; or. whether, eren my agents bd $55 
by my orders, For the reaſon alledged in the charge, I do 
Vor. IV. 1796, 2 X not 
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not fear — the Houſe will find that ſact wilfully done by 
te," or any of thoſe whom I employed ; and although it mas 
be true that the bounty given for men was not always ſa ex. 
tenſtve as the ſum received far the purpoſe, yet tne ſaving re. 
fulting from thence it was never my intention to gonvert to 
my uſe, but on the contrary, that I have proved befare 10 
*ourt martial my having expended on the regiment a (un 
above 740001.” which far exceeds any ſavings 1 could haye in 
hand from any 'furplus of bounty, and no. part of which is 
allow 4 by avern went. 

„ % the chirge of wilfully keeping the regiment incom 
plete, thougn it be true, the ſevere epithets of the article of 
War are not int duced, as in the other charges, yet I can nor 
refr": in from abſ-: ng to the Houſe, that though this regi- 
Went, at che tine of ing ſuſpe enfion from my command, was 
Neft ſent in nümbets, eighty Seht yer, when it marched out 
of the coonry, nd when l fir took the command. of it, it 
was st leaſt one hundred and fixty-four dencient, as app; 
by the w. K ly ſtatements. T he MI ddleſex regiment are 
ever difficult to keep Compirte, and have been much more 60 
during the late extraordinary exettions, both for the army and 
manmog of his Majeſty's Naty, ai.d that during the whole 
time I recrijited the regiment, my recruiting . patties 
were daiſy einployed, under unlimited orders, to get men, 
That thev wire uh wied, 1. appeal to my own letter dated 
in Jun 2. 1795, ur Zint 2 wy recruit! ng 2 ſerjeants 10 get men; 
and be fork ay norm ain was eren me that I was to he 
broug| t t a cchrt Wrtiel, much. "Jeſs of the ſpecihc articles 
of wh ch I was to be aceuſed lo long indeed betore, that it 
Appears that I tad no of ial notice untl! the enſuing month of 
Sept emb-r that any art cles were exhibited 2 Saat me; end 
t from a letter from General Laſcelies of that d ate, and un 
that ſubſect. And 1 beg 1-ave, Sir, to add, that I ought not 
to have bern charged with the aver: ge dehciency of the te- 


O 
giment, nor farther than for tuhoſe men whom. I was bound 


to p. ovide for the rt 90 ment, 

Fir, as tothe chige of making a falſe entry in my order 
book," relative to 2 cecifion of a regimental court martial, l 
can hy no more, thin that I ſolemn ly deny the wording d 
that entry; and that it does not appear on the evidence, that 
Jever gave aby order on the ſubject, exc cpt by telling ta: 
ſetjeunt imſelß, whiim'”T reftored to "his rank, to go to mY 
ſerſeant major d to tel bim to put bim, the reftores 
man, in orders a agaft as ſerjeanit, without in any manner als 
Juding e to a cout martial at all. I he man did {0 ; he con- 
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municated my general order himſelf to the ſerjeant major, 
rom whoſe miſconception of the man's ſituatiom the wording 
ot the order muſt have become erroneous. To the ſat 
e erroneous return, my anſwer is, that it was entirely un- 
own to me, and occaſioned by the circumſtance of the re- 
eimental clerk being ignorant of the diſcharge of ſome men 
whoſe names were improperly by him inſerted in the roll; 
but this ſeems to me ſo ſolely a military offence, that I ſhall 
be flent upon it, referring the Houſe to the evidence for their 
more fall fatisfation, adding only, that that erroneous return 
was corrected a very tew days after it was made, and the in- 
{tant it was diſcovered. wy 

« Sir, to compreſs the ſubſtance of my defence into ſuch a 
compaſs as could retain the attention of the Houſe, I do not 
conceive” poſſible, conſidering the voluminous fize of my 
trial; but what JI have not been able to do, that I truſt the 
Houſe will, on examining into my ful'cr and printed defence, 
lee Whether it accords with the evidence produced before the 
court,” and whence I truſt, that though my conduct, in point 
of military regularity, may not be found wholly unblameable, 
yet my moral character, in my civil capacity, wilt not neceſ- 
farily be found to deferve that, after the puniſhment I have 
already ſubmitted to, the effect of thoſe epithers ſhould remain” 
attached to it. I further muſt beg leave to intimate to the 
Houſe, that it may poſſibly appear to them, that the court 
martial did exceed their juriſdiction, in putting me on my trial 
on ſeveral articles of accuſation, for which I conceive i was 
teſponſibſe ſolely in my civil capacity; and that as I proteſted 
againſt that exceſs of juriſdiction, and F called on the 
Court or Judge-Adyocate, to take the opinion of his Ma- 
je!ty's law officers, on thoſe points, and which I do not learn 
was done; I ſay it may poſſibly be the opinion of-the Houſe, 
that ſhould they even be diſpoſed to cartry my puniſhment {till 
futter, in ſo doing, they muſt neceſſarily give their ſanction 
to that which J humbly conceive was an unconſtitutional act. 
dr, | have not yet learnt that there does exiſt any precedent 
bea proceeding in this Honſe, againſt any of the members 


grounded on any military ſentence! or proceeding. Dear to 


me as the rights and privileges of this Houſe are, it is not 
tor me, in my fituation, to ſtand as it were in their defence, 
but to leave to the Houſe in its wiſdom to decide and diſcuſs, 


bow far a precedent eſtabliſhed in my perſon, may affect the 


relative ſituation of the Houſe and the army, and what effec 

vr poflible control on the Houſe ſuch a precedent may pro- 

dee, by ſeeming io authoriſe in times. leſs conſtitutional, and 
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under a leſs firm government than that under which we live, 
a virtual influence of the military over the members of the 
Houſe. Perfectly reſigned to the determination of the Houſe, 
in which I hope I have hitherto preſerved an unſullied cha- 
rater, I here cloſe my defence, ſubmitting it to a compariſan 
with the evidence on your table, and which doubtleſs wi]! 
receive a ſull conſideration.” | 

Colonel Catothorne then withdrew, 

. General Smith (aid, that in the courſe of a pretty long life it 
had frequently been his lot to bring forward an inveſtigation 
of the conduct of military officers; that day, however, he 
ſtood upon different ground from that to which he had been 
accuſtomed—that of beſtowing merited commendation on 
military men, He knew that it was his duty as a member of 
parliament to call on the Houſe for a great and important con- 
ſideration; in diſcharging that duty he did not feel it necel- 
ſary to take up much of the time of the Houſe to reply toany 
thing which had been uttered by the unfortunate member they 
had juſt heard. It was not his intention to gooyer any of the 
particulars g the proceedings of that court martial, to which 
that Houſe and the nation were ſo much indebred for their 
conduct upon the caſe at preſent before the Houſe,” the de- 
ciſion of which reflected fo much honour on the proceedings 
of that court, He had another reaſon for not examining, 
minutely, all the proceedings of that court martial, which 
was, that many of the members of the Houſe, had read the 
whole of the proceedings, and he muſt acknowledge his obli- 
gations to the honourable member who moved that theſe pro- 
ceedings be printed. I heſe proceedings were comfortable to 
the ideas which he entertained of the ſubject. This was a 
matter of the greateſt importance to the deliberation of that 
Houſe. It involved in it the conſequence of the military cha- 
racter in this country. It involved in it conſiderations of the 
dignity of the government of this country, It involved in it 
conſiderations of the-tafety of the ſtate. "Theſe were the 
reaſons why he brought it forward. Ihe unfortunate gentle- 
man whom the Houle had juſt heard, had ſaid that his conduct 
was only the effect of an error in judgment, This was not 
the truth of the caſe, It was not the error of a day or 2 


month, no nor of a year, . It appeared that the unfortunate 


member had with an extraordinary degree of perſeverarce, 
purſued the practice for which he was fo juſtly cenſured by the 


court martial. 


The general declared he bad read the proceedings with 
beat caro and attention; and the more he examined * 


» (24 


” 2 


ur ad, WOODPALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS» 1 


the more he was convinced of the juſtice of the ſentence, and 
the more he was confirmed in every idea he had entertained 
upon the ſubject. | The opinion he had formed, was not 
adopted from light motives z it was impreſſed on his mind by a 
due regard for the inſtitution of the militia, and the Jaws framed 
for its government. It was with regret, if not with indignation, 
he perceived, that the crimes imputed to the unfortunate 
member, and of which he was convicted, were not, as he faid, 
an error in judgment, or the caſual conduct of a day; it ap- 

ated, on the contrary, that he had preſevered in them for a 
conſiderable time, and that with a pertinacity not eaſily to be 
accounted for. There were two or three points to which he 
wiſhed to call the attention of the Houſe, and firſt, as to a con- 
verſation ſaid to have been held by this unfortunate member, 
with another colonel, It appeared, on the evidence, that this 
aſſertion was not founded in fact. Another ſpeech of his 
ſhould likewiſe: be attended to: when it was obſerved to him, 
that his conduct was diſapproved of by his general, What was 
his reply? „ I don't care a damn for my general; I have 
conſulted my brother officers, who are members of parliameat, 
and they agree with me that I ſhould not, and I will not.” 
What terms were ſtrong enough to reprobate ſuch a ſpeech ? 
It was impoſſible for him nat to reflect on the ſituation of men, 
who were colonels in the militia, of the great ſtake they have 
in this country, and the influence which their conduct mult 
have on the public. It was fit that ſuch a ſpeech, from a per- 
ſon in ſuch a fituation, ſhould be made public, and fhould/be 
reprobated in that Houſe. But the ſituation of this unfortu- 
nate officer was with him 25 a member of that Houſe, but a 
very ſecondary conlideration ; it was the fatal effects that 
might enſue from it, that he anxiouſly looked to. His brother 
officers, ſo far from countenancing his conduct, on the con- 
trary, frequently expreſſed their ſurprize at his having fo long 
withheld from his men what was granted to them by parlia- 
ment, and could ſcarcely be induced to believe he could be 
guilty of ſuch offences. Uhe general then adverted to the 
time when Colonel Cawthorne purſued this ſhameful line of 
conduct; it was at a time when there was much talk of riot, 
tumult, and diſcontent iu the regiments, and was à behaviour 
ſo meau and unjuſt, that it was ill calculated, by its example, 
to enforce: thoſe las by which order and obedience ſhauld be 
preſerved ? This conſideration was ſurely no ſmall aggravation 
of his guilt, | | 


-- He-ghuld not, be id, -bcha taking naties. of. the-addrefs of 
Mr. Cawthorne to the Court unrtial, wherein he. declared 
that 
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that the cenſure of the Court would be equal to a ſentence of 


perpetual baniſhment from his native land, or of death itſelt. 
Indeed to an officer he thought death would be preferable, 
Impreſſed with theſe ſentiments, and knowing that the militia 
of this country was eſſential to its intereſts, and now acknow.. 
ledged to be ſo by all who undet ſtood it; feeling the advan- 
tages which we enjoyed from having ſuch a body of men, he 
wiſhed it to be preſerved pure and immacul te, and therefore 
he withed an abuſe in that body to be ſeriouſly attended to by 
that Houſe. They ſhould by the manner in which they treated 
this caſe, hold out an example to others, and by fo doing, they 
would continue to preſerve to the country the real bleflings of 
a good militia, and that body would ſtill be the real ſafeguard 
of the internal tranquility of the kingdom. Could they then 
ſee a man inthe ſituation of this unfortunate member, invelted 
with ſuch a truſt, and abuſing it as he had done, without mark- 
ing their diſapprobation of his conduct in the ſtrongeſt manner 
they could? If it appeared to the conviction of a court mar- 
tial, that he had acted thus corruptly, and thus injuriouſly to 
the intereſt of the country, thould they not do every thing in 
their power to ſatisfy the public upon ſuch a caſe? Was not 
the unfortunate member properly ſubjected to martial Jaw ? 
Had he not been fairly condemned by that law? Had that court 
not declared his motives to be corrupt, and his conduct fraudu- 
lent? Then being a member of the Houſe of Commons, ſhould 
not that Houſe take proper notice of it? Perhaps ſome ob- 
jections would be ſtarted againſt what he ſhould propoſe on the 
{core of precedent, He had heard much of precedents, and he had 
read the entries on the journals of almoſt all the members who 
had been expelled the Houſe,but he ſhould quote none of them, 
becauſe he thought it unneceſſary, Indeed in what he was doing 
he was following the impulſe of his own mind merely; he did 
not know there was one man in the Houſe who would fecond 
his motion. This he meant to ſtate by way of parentheſis 
only. The great obj ct he had in view was that of keep- 
ing up the teſpectability of the character-of the-militia, which 
was ſo eſſential to the fafety of the country. If once the 
character of that body, for honour, integrity, and independence 
ſhould be gone, farewel to all internal ſecurity to Great Bri- 
tain, It ſhould be always underſtood that military officers 
accepted their employment from pure patriotiſm, - If once it 


were conceived and admitted that there motives were not of 


this pure natu:e, their would be an end of their dignity, and 
with it their uſe. There were many precedents, as he had ſaid 


this 


already, to juſtify the motion with which be ſhould conclude; 
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this caſe, however, was infinitely ſtronger than any one of 
them. The Houle had expelled many of its members for 
various reaſons. They ſhould not fufſ-r a man to be a mem- 
ber of the Houſe who had been cuilty of what the untortu- 
nate gentleman whoſe caſe was now before them had been 
proved to be guilty, They ſhould not ſuffer any corruption 
whatever in thoſe who have the command of any part of the 
military. Mr. Cauthorne was proved to be ſuch a perſon, and 
therefore au unſit perſon to fic in the Houſe of Commons, He 
ſhould there'ore move, That it app*aring to this Houſe that 
„John Fenton Cawthorne, Eſq. a member of this Houſe, 
« has been found guilty on the firſt, ſecond, third, fourt?, 
« fifth, fixth, ſeventh, eighth, tenth, eleventh, and thir- 
« teenth articies in the terms mentioned in the ſentence of 
« the caurt mariiul—Refolved, that he be - expelled this 
« Houle,” 

Th» mation being ſeconded by Mr. Pierpoint, junior, 

Mr. Ag ey entered into a defence of the honourable gentle- 
man who was the object of the honourable generaPs motion. 
He conceived that the houſe thould pauſe before it came to a 
deciſion, and did not think any gentleman competent to form 
2 judgment who had not read the minutes of the trial, He 
confetl-d he had peruſed them with infinite care and attention, 
and contended, that although the conduct of that unfortunate 
gentleman might be improper and unmilitary, it did not ap- 
pear thit he meant to commit a fraud, tecauſ2 there were no 
marks of fraud in his conduct, The charge that had been 
ſtated with reſpect to the marching guineas, he conſidered not 
to have been made out on the trial; on a peruſal of the mi- 
nutes, gentlemen would find that the men, when the trovps 
marched to Hounflow, were paid. Much ftreis had been 
laid by the hon urable general, on a harſh and intemperate 
expreſſion uſed hy the unfortunate gentleman, but if he referred 
to foo 10% he would find that Colonel Cawthorne wrote to 
his agent to take General Howe's advice and direction in his 
cooler judgement, and by this letter it was manifeſt that he 
had no object on to pay the murching guineas. In folio 1704, 
of the Report, it would be to ind that this was mere ſtrongly 
{tated z and here e mult obſerve, tuat the amount of what was 
pronounced a fraud Hod thus: out of 534 guineas he paid all 
away at Hounſlow except 101; fo that it peculation was his 
ob ct, he would cerriinly live kept the whole. In Novem- 
ber 1794, the officers ad a meeting ; tney did not then attri- 
bute fraud to the unſo tunate member; they only came to a 
tcſolution, that the men were (entitled to their marching 


guineas, 
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gnineas, and ought to be paid. The learned gentleman next 
adverted to the evidence of R. Joyes, the high conſtable, with 
reſpect to the charge of taking money for ſubſtitutes. In this 
pt icu'ar it would be found, that he did not act through a cor. 
rupt i tention, but through motives of humanity ; for in three 
years, not more than three men were diſcharged, and two of the 
three were unfit for ſervice. The charge of taking money for 
ſubſtitutes, certzinly could not bear out the honourable gene- 
ral in the charge of corruption, for that money never went 
into his pocket+, though it might into thoſe of his agent; and 
here he muſt remark, that the unfortunate member expended 
of his own property, :our hundred guineas, for the advantage 
of the regi went, wnich was a convincing proof againſt his 
intention of peculation. With reſpect to the ſentence of the 
court martial, it was not received in a court of record, and, 
of courſe, as a member of parliament, he would judge for 
himf-If, Fhe honovrable general, Mr. Wigley obſerved, had 
talked about precedents, but he had not produced any ; he was 
perſuaded that he could not find a precedent in which the ſen- 


tende of a court martial had been made the foundation of an 


expulſion. He had not examined the journals himfelf ; but a 
gentleman, upon whoſe ac: uracy he could rely, had taken 
that trouble ; and there appeared no fuch precedent as far back 
as the ye-r 1610, It had been ſaid, that if full effect is not 
given to the ſentence of a court martial, it might be productive 
of bad confequeiices to the diſcipline of the army; but if they 
were carried to the extent now propoſed, they might be pro- 
duQive of conſequences much more ſerious; for courts mar- 
tial, in the hands of a ce'potic monarch, would then become a 
very ſerious engine of opprethon. * 
Wich theſe impreſſions, he ſhould move to put off the farther 
conlid: ration of his buſineſs for three months; or if the houſe 
would not content to that propoſition, he ſhould then move tor 
fomie fi ther del. y, in order that the houſe might have full time 


to conſider the ſubject. He therefore concluded with moving, 


« That this debate be adjourned for three months,” 
General H Lead roſe an] complimented General Smith on 


the purity of nis motives, in bringing this matter forward, 
1 with him that it was neecffary to refer the conduct. 
of military men to a court martial, whenever there was reato! | 


He agtet 


to ſuſpect the p: opriety of fuch conduct. He was moft wil- 
ling to allow chat this was neceſſary for the diſcipline of the 


army, on which ſo many of our important intereſts depended. 
He would fay farther, that the militia was a more conftitu- 1 


tional guard to the ſafety of the country, than a fading 
e e , 
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army, although he was a member of the latter. He was con- 
ſcious that the honourable general would not have moved the 
expulſion, but upon que conſideration, He agreed too with 
the unfortunate member whoſe conduct was under diſcuſſion, 
that a ſentence of a court martial, that he had behaved ſcanda- 
louſly, was more ſevere than a ſeutence of petpetual baniſh- 
ment, or of death. He agreed in the necetlity of ſupporting, 
the. honour: of the military, in the neceſſity of ſupporting the 
honour of the houſe. of commons, in the propriety of not per- 
mitting a perſon who acted ſcandalouſly, continuing a member 
of that houfe, and he agreed that the ſentence of the court 
martial in this caſe, was perfectly juſt, and that the court mar- 
tial had done honour to themſelves, and juſtice to their coun- $2 
try, by their conduct. He took the matter up, however, on a 1 
footing very different from any conſideration which theſe to- 6418 
pics. involved; he did not think that the houſe of commons 1 
was bound, by any of the proceedings of a court martial. He ©: 
did not think that they were bound to enter into examination | 
of the whole of that volumnious book then upon their table. [ 
The view he had of the ſubject was extremely different. The 
object he had in view, was to prevent any member of that 
houſe being obl-ged to ſubmit to expulfion, merely on the au- 
thority of a court martial. If this, he ſaid, was to be a reaſon, 
for his expulſion, then there would be an extraordinary increaſe 

to the influence. of the crown. Any member of that houſe. 
might be tried and broke by a court martial, which was, ap- 
pointed by the crown, and then ſome perſon in that houſe, at- 
ached to a corrupt miniſter, who might be ſuppoſed hereafter 

to exiſt, (not to they preſent, for they all knew him to be imma- 
cuſate) might move for the expulſion of ſuch member, and. 
upon the authority of that caſe, he muſt be expelled, if the pro- 
ceedings of the court martial were to be made the baſis of ex- 
puilion, his caſe, therefore, appeared to him to be a ver ö | 
dangerous precedent. But the honourable general had a | 
no caſe as a precedent that a member of that houſe had been 
expelled from that houſe becauſe he was broke by a court 
martial, He believed there was not an inſtance of it. He 
remembered, on the contrary, the caſe of a noble lord who 1 
had been cenſured by a court martial, and who afterwards, ſo 1 
fer from being expelled, was a member of adminiſtration. 
His being one of the cabinet was during the American war. . 
the ſentence. was ordered to be read to.the army, as this was K 
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a vore of expulſion? Certainly not; aud yet that was a 270 7 * * | 

* a much higher nature than that of the unfortunate 1 
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member, whoſe caſe was then before the Houſe, He had quo- 

ted 10 the houſe a caſe iv wich the crime was infinitely greater 

a gainſt his country than the preſent, and yet no motion was 

made for expulſion in that caſe. Viewing, "therefore, the 

whole of the ſubject beſore the houſe, he mult ſay he did not 

with the mot.on to be carried into execution, becaule it tend- 

ed to eſtabliſſ a precedent by which ſome future corrupt mini- 

ſter, or ſome future ambitious monarch, might obtain the ex- 

pulſion of any member of that houſe who oppoſed the proceed- 

ings of government. Under this impreſſion, General M*Leod 

ſaid, he ſhould vote for any motion by which the queltion of ex- 

pulſion was likely to be Cefcated. | 

The Chancellw of the Exciequer declared that he was de- 

ſirous of ſaying a few words in order to explain the vote he 
ſhould give upon this ſubject. The honourable general had 
very properly brought under the conſideration of the Houſe : 

ſubject every way deſerving its attention. If he thought it had 
been neceſſary before he could be prepared to give a. vote upon 
the queilion before the Houle, to make himſelf acquainted with 
the whole of the proceedings of the trial before the cqurt mar- 
tial, he could not fay that he was prepared to give. his vote 
upon the queſtion, He had, indeed, endeavoured to inform 
himſelf of the leading points of the caſe on which the Houle 
was now Called upon to declare its opinion. He had not how- 
ever, had time to examine it with minuteneſs. This he would 
certainly have done, had he thought it neceſſary before he de- 
livered his opinion. But he did not think ſo. He differec 
totallv from thoſe who thought it was always inconſiſtent fo: 
that Houſe to ſuperſede any proceedings grounded on the ſen- 
tence of a court martial. Some gentlemen ſcemed to think 
that the Houſe of Commons ſhould never do ſo. He thought 
otherwiſe. He thought it was at all times the duty of the 

Houſe to take notice of the determination of any ;competeal 
tribunal. To take notice of the decilion of a court on a charge 
at common law, of itature law, of ecclichaſtical law. In i! 
ſuch caſes much tenderneſs ta the life aud liberty, and charac- 
fer of the ſubject was obſerved. It was fit therefore, that ths 
Houſt of Commons ſhould pay reſpect to deciſions of all fuck 
courts, while they held a competent juriſdiction over the point 
on which they determined, eſpecially when by that deciſion 
it was proved, that a perſon had done ſomething which ren- 
dered him unfit to be a member of ſuch a body as that 
which he now had the honour to addreſs, and eſpecially 
when ſuch a perſon was declated by ſuch a court of com- 
petent juriſdiction, to be an object deſerving Dani 
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And tilt more eſpecially if they had ſhewn collaterally by proof, 
that he Was worthy of ir, I he courts of law never did to that 
Houſe z they gave their judgment publickly, but the evidence 
on which that judgment was formed was on their own records 
only, never tranſmitted to that Houſe. Not fo the cafe with 
courts martial, the evidence on which the judgment was 
tounded, as well as the judgment itſcli, was by them laid before 
the Houle, | ; 

Two queſtions were to be confilered by the Houſe in this” 
caſe: firlt, whether the charges ſet forth were proved againſt. 
this unfortuiiate perſon, and, if proved, whether the object of 
theſe charges was not properly declared by this court of com- 
petent juriſdiction to try him (fer fo the court martial was) to 
de unworthy of credit? This they had done by the fentence 
which they pronounced om him. Secondly, whether there had 
deen laid before the Hoſe, from any thing they had heard ured 
on behalf of the uifortynate perſon, ſuch ground as to i1:duce 
them to weigh it againſt the preſumed truth of the deciſion of. 
the court, and to impreſs tar Rouſe with a doubt upon the ſub- 
ject, ſo as to counteract the credit due to the determination of 
2 competent cut? He muſt conicls he thought there was 
not; and theref re he ſhould give confidence to the decilun 
of the court martial. 

He did not ſee that any more doubt was to be entertained by 
the' Houſe of the purity of the determination of a court mar- 
tal, when it had condemned a man, than that of any other 
court, ſince as he had ſaid alre:dy, they accompanied their ſen- 
tence with the whole of the evidence on which it was founded. 
The queſtion was here, whether there was any counter {tate= 
ment on behalf of the unfortunate perſon, that could lead the 
Houſe to entertain a doubt in their minds, of the propriety of 
the deciſion of the cout martial. Having liſtened to what had 
Fen itated on both fiHes, he did not collect any thing that 
raled a preſumption in his mind againſt the deter minadon of 
tie court. He really had not heird any thing to cali in gusſ- 
ton the truth of the great and leading facls {tated in the 
charge, and on which the conviction of the court martial 
, Was fourdel. The only quettion that remained therefore, 
was the general queſtion, whnerher the crimes charged in a 
tentence Cf a court martial were grounds for the Houle of 
Commons to proceed upon? It was faid there was, ho pre- 
eecent tor this proceeding in the Houſe. It the principle 
de had ſta:ed was correct, there needed no precedent. Fare 
unately, very fortunately for this country, tnete were no prę· 
KUty where a member of that Fouls Had before bern guilty 
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of what a court martial had pronounced this unfortunate mem. 
ber to have been guilty, in terms as new as the guilt that occa- 
ſioned them. | | 

The honourable general who ſpoke laſt, in the courſe of his 
ſp:ech had alluded to.the cafe of a noble lord, now no more, 
as a precedent againſt the motion, He would fay nothing 
harſh of that noble lord, and he would only obſerve, that the 
caſes were extremely different. Ihe crime of which that 
noble lord was convicted by a court martial, was not a crime 
which in itſelf proved him unworthy of public truſt : it 
amounted ſolely to diſobedience of military orders, and ſuch a 
diſobedience might, in ſome inſtanc es be attended with ſucceſs, 
The conduct of that noble lord was, by the decifion of a court 
martial proved to have prevented a deciſive iſſue to a brilliant 
action. If an officer, however, by diſobedience to orders, 
ſhould ſucceed in obtaining a victory, though found guilty by 
the ſentence of a court martial, he might, from the nature of 
the tran/action, be entitled to and receive the thanks of that 
Houſe. The eaſes were widely different, in that of the noble 
lord, his military capacity was alone affected; in the preſent 
caſe, here was a ſtigma afhxed to the reputation of the perſon, 
and that of the fouleſt kind, embezzlement, fraud, and con- 
duct unvecoming the character of a gentleman. The houſe 
Mould therefore boar in mind the principle, that they had pro- 
ceeded on the motion, not becauſe the court martial had faund 
him generally guilty of the charges, but becauſe they had 
found him guilty of that which rendered him unworthy a ſeat 
in that Houſe, To p event, therefore, the poſſibility of ap- 
plying the preſent motion, if ſucceſsful, as a precedent here- 
aſter, that the Houle ſhould generally proceed on the ſentence 
of a court martial, he would propoſe, that the ſpecific motives 
on which the court martial had ſound the unfortunate perſon 
who was the ſubject of. diſcuſſion, guilty, ſhould be re- 
corded on the journals of the Houſe, Such a proceeding, 
would, in his op nion, c mpletely guard againſt the poſſibility 
of any infer:nce which might be untairly drawn, that the 1e- 
ſolution of the Houſe of Commons had been founded merely 
on the ſentence of the court martial. The Chancellor ot the 


. Exchequer concluded by obſerving, that he truſted the Houſe 


wauſd agree to the motion, amended in that ſpecific manner, 

as it embraced an object of great and general conſequence. 
General M Lea, laid a few-words in explanation, importing 
that ne did nut mean to compare the character of the noble 
lord alluded to, to that of the object ot the preſent diſcuſ- 
ſion; but only in illuſtration of his principle, that the . 
O 
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of a court martial Was not a fit grouud of expulſion from 
that Hoſe, | | 

Sir Charles Mirgan conſidered himfelf, in the preſent in- 
ſtance, as: acting 'n a civil and not in a military capacity 2 
any judgment, therefore, he might entertain in the latter 
view of the ſubject, did not preclude him from regarding it 
2s a new queſtion now. He therefor: was in favcur of further 
delay. | 

General Tarleten condemned the conduct of Mr. Caws 
thorney as a military man, but as a member of parliament; 
doubted the propriety of the Houſe proceeding to exp any 
one of its members, from the ev:dence of a y court whatever, 
He inclined to think they could not regularly pri:ceed to ſuch 
2 meaſure, without heating evidence of the guilt ot the party: 
at the bar of the Houſe. He {aid tnis nt trom aay idea * 
icreening the unforunate perion, nor of ſaying any thing 
againſt she court martial, but on a COntrary p inciple; he 
was anxious for the regularity of the proceedings of the 
Houſe, and afraid of the precedent which was about to bg 
eitabliſhed, 

Mr. Francis faid, that differing eatirely from the ſentiments 
expreiled by. his honourable friend who (poke laſt (General 
Ttarleton) he thought himſelf bound to grve the reaton of his 
opinion, though he had not originally intended to have ſpoken 
at all on the ſubject. It appeared to him that the toule, in 
the function and duty which they were to exerciſe that night, 
did not aſſume, and could not hol, any appellate juriſdiction 
whatever from the ſentence of a court martlal, It had no 
authority to reviſe the proceedings, or to confirm or reverſe 
the ſentence. The ſole purpoſe tor which, as he conceived, 
the proceedings were ordered io be laid on the table was, that 
the members might have the opportunity aud the means of 
judging, for the ſatisfaction of their own conſciences, aud for 
the direction of their &wn conduct on another point, whether 
the ſentence of the court martial, as is appeared ou the face of 
the proceedings, and without admitting even into their thoughts 
any extrajudicial evidence or argument, was or was not war- 
ranted? be next queſtion for the Houſe would be, Whether 
the facts, ſuppoſing them to be truly found and juſtly qualified, 
would permit the Houte to contiaue the high truſt ot a mem- 
ber of parlament in the perſon who was the object of ſuck a 
verdict? 4 

Mr. C:urtenay ſaid, nothing that he had heard in defence of 
the unfortunate gentleman had altered his opinion with reſpect 
te the necelbty and propriety of the preſent motion. The 

queſtion 
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queſtion, in his mind, was extremely important. He had bim. 
ſelf ſerved early in life in the militia, who, undoubtedly, were 
the proteQors of our liberties, The conduct of the oflice; 
ſhovld be diſtinguiſhed by great circumſpeQion, to encourage 
the peaſantry and Jower ranks to ſerve, He always conceived, 
inttead of extracting from the privates their pittance, that of- 
cers were at conſiderable expence from their liherality in the 
ſervice, Wite reſpect to courts martial, nothing could be 
me re juſt, nor a fairer tribunal for the perſon put on his trial. 
The court martial which fat on the honourable gentleman 
was compoſed of men of great rank and character; he had read 
the detail of the proceedings, and was convinced of the pro- 
priety of the verdict. It the honourable generaPs idea was ac- 
ceded to of hearing the whole evidence detailed by the feveral 
witneſſes at the bar, it would in fact, not be trying the unfor- 
tunate member, but be merely a trial of the court martial, 
With reſpect to the want ef precedent, he was happy to find 
th-t the journals ef the Houle did not furniſh one; and as the 
principle on which the motion was grounded could not be ob- 
jetted to, there did not appear to him any neceliity for one; 
but as the militia was only eſtabliſhed in 1756, it was ridicu- 
Ius to ſearch for precedents as far back as 1610. The right 
houourable gentleman who oppoſed the amendment had, by 
his clear and perſpicvous ſtatement, made it unneceſlary for 
him to trouble the Houſe any length of time, he ſhould there- 
fore vote agai ſt the 2mendment. 

Mr. Boauverie ſaid, it wes not his intention to have troubled 
the Hor ſe, had not the gentleman who had ſpoken held opini- 
ons contiary to thoſe which he maintained. He did not tiſe 
either to july or paliate the unfortunate gentleman, but if the 
precedent was cit.bliſhed, he faw danger, as the crown could 
withho'd or grant a court martial, according to its pleaſure, 

The Solicit r General (aid, the queſtion was compriſed in the 
following conſideration: Whether the Houle were not bound 
to take notice of a ſentence, as far as it related to an individual 
belonging to their own body, end in whoſe caſe their honour 
was implicated ? He had peruſed the evidence laid before the 
court 114141. 1 for the purpoſe of aſcertaining whether the crime 
of which the unfortunate gentleman was acculed, referied alone 
to military law? He had found, that ſome of the charges were 
merely nalitary, while others accuſed him of fraud and em- 
bezzlement, which rendered him $:capabie ef acting in a pub- 
lic capacity. — 
Sine al Smith ſaid a few words in reply, in the courſe of 
which he diclaimed all motives for the part he had taken 15 
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the buſineſs, excepting thoſe of public duty, and a wiſh to ſup- 
port the cauſe of juſtice, and the honour of tha Houſe of Com- 
mons. He declared he highly approved, and ſhould adopt, the 
amendment ſuggeſted by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, of 
inferting on the journals, the ſpecial reaſons of their pro- 
ceedings, that it might not appear as reſulting of courſe and 
ſolely from the ſentence of a court martial only. 
Ide queſtion was then put, when there appeared, 


Ayes, (For the amendment) - 12 
Mees, (Againſt ity = — 108 
Majority 96 
The original motion was with leave of the Houſe withdrawn, 
and the following moved inſtead of it. “ And it appearing 
to the Houſe, that John Fenton Cawthorne, Eſq. a mem- 
ber of this Houſe has been found guilty by a court martial of 
divers charges, in reſpect. of ſome of which, he is found 
« -Uilty of having acted iraudulently, and in a ſcandalous and 
infamous manner, unbecoming the character of an officer 
and a gentieman.”? 
Reſolved, © That the ſaid John Fenton Cawthorne, Eſq. be 
« expelied this Houſe.” 


SARDINIAN SUBSIDY. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that conſidering the 
latenefs of the hour, and the thinne(s of the Houſe, he would 
not bring for wald his mution reſpecting the ſun to be advanced 
to his Sardinian Majeſty, if gentlemen on the other fide of the 
Houſe intended at that time io diſcuſs the meaſure, 

General Tarlcton replied, that he believed it was not then in 
idea to debate the q teſtion, and that the motion might be op- 
poſed when the report of the committee, in which the motion 
would be made, was received, 


COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY. 4 


The Houſe on the motion of the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer, having reſolved itie}f into a committee of the whote 
Hvule, it was moved aud agreed to, Thaea ſum of 200,007). 
* be granted to his majeſty, to enable him to make good his 
- engagements with his Sardinian Majeſty.“ | 


NAVY BILLS. 


The Houſe having reſolved itſelf into a committee of Ways 

and means, | | | 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that the navy bills 
were uſually funded at five per cent. They might be divided 
into 


/ 
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into two tlafies, thoſe Which wete immediately. due, and the 
lateſt which had eight mnths to run. On the firſt 105], 

| would be given for every 100), and on the latter 104]. for 
'L every 100l, With ſo fuel addition of diſcount the Jenn 


mlght be Hated ow the hrft-glafs at four, and un the fatter three; | 

] Which if aver.ved would #tve a bonus of three and a half. ped 
He then nioved a felolution conformable: to theſe ſtatements, che 
x which being agreed to, the report was brougttt up, and order- iro! 
| | ed to be received, dov 
| It was agreed to, That the Houſe fa reſolve irſelf next the 
\ « Wednetday into a committee io conſidet further of ways and the 
. « means to raiſe a lupply to be granted to his majeſty.“ apr 


QUAKEFRS” BELIEF BILL, 

Serjeart Adair moved the order of the day for the ſecond 

reading of the Bill for the Relief of Quakers againſt arreſts for 
] tythes, which was read accordingly; and on the queſtion for 
x the ſecond reading being put; 
5 Sir Richard Hill role, to return his thanks to his honour- 
able and learned friend for this Bill, which did honour to his 
heart 4nd. underſtanding. © The Quakers, he faid, deſerved 
indulgence, for they had always ſhewr themſelves loyal ſub- 
jects and friends to good order. The only objection he had 
to the Bill was, that it did not go far enough, and he hoped 
his honoutable and learned friend would mend! it in that pet 
when in the committee. 

The Bill was then read a ſecond — and n to be 
committed next day. 


DUTIES ON SUGARS. 


Tha committee of tlie whole houſe to conſider of the, 710th: 
chapter of the thirty-Fhfth of George III. relative to the allow- 
ance of drawbacks and payments ot the bounties on ſugars, "oo 
was reſolved, that the chairman do move for leave to bring in 
a Bill to alk; an act made in the laſt ſeſſion, of parliament, for 
regulating allowances on drawbacks and payments of Aude“ 

on ſugars. Aas to. e Tok Von 
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% a5 le n tb INDO eee tt ers 
Mr. Roſe ſtated to the houſe, that it had been thought ex- 
pedient that dairies, and rooms uſed for keeping and dryi 
chceſe, the windows of which were not glazed; but had © 
iron bars or wooden lattices, ſhould not be liable to the wit 
dow tax. The houſe then reſolved. itſelf into a committee of 
the whole houſe, in which Mr. Roſe propoſed a reſolution to 
the above effect, which, aſter a ſhort converſation, was 
agreed 6... en „14 "\ qv! ' 170 * 
| S SARDINIAN SUBSIDY. FIVE 


10-3 U 
Mr. Hobart brought up the report of the committee of 
ſupply, upon the reſolution for granting a ſubſidy of 200,006), 
to his Sardinian majeſty, Upon the motion for agreeing with 
the report, 4 af 5978 
Me. Box ſaid, that this ſubſidy having been granted — 
aſter year, he ſhould not trouble the Houle with any obſet va- 
tions upon it, if there was not ſomething in the circumſtances 
of the preſent moment which called for peculiar conſideration. 
The propoſition Jo grank the King of Sardinia a ſubſidy, did 
not ſtand upon the ſame-ground that it formerly did, becauſe it 
was then made upon the principle that he was to co-operate 
with the other allies againſt the French, That, however, 
was not the caſe, becauſe it was well known that the King of 
Sardinia had manifeſted an inclination to make peace, and had 
made propoſals to that effecme. | 
He would not then enter into the conſideration, whether it 
would be for the adv of this country, that the king of 
dardinia ſhould make a ſeparate peace or nat, though in his 
own opinion, it would; but that was not the ſubje of diſcul- 
ſion. It was's matter of ſerious conſideration, however for that 
bouſe, when they were called upon to. vote a ſublidy to that 


prince, whether they ſhould not be ſatisfied of the principle 


upon which they were proceeding, and the advantages they 
expected to Qerive from it. If it was our object to induce 
him to continue the war with France, it certainly was neceſſary 
for us to know whether he conceived hom elf bound, to 
make peace without our conſent, , If be was not bound, chen 
it became a queſtion how far miniſters had been conſenting, to 
his attempt to procure a ſeparate peace for himſelf, If his co- 


operation in the war was conſidered as effential to the intereſts 
of this country, miniſters ſhould ſtate to the houſe What ſecur 
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rity they had that he would be able to continue his afliftance 
to us. Before the ſubſidy was granted, it was not tao much 
to aſk, whether government had grounds to convince them 
that he would not be compelled to make a ſeparate peace? 
The houſe were the more bound to be ſatisfied upon this point 
from the unfortunate experience they had of rubſdiary treaties 
with other powers. He ſhould only add, that if this ſubſidy 
had been the cauſe of the king of Sardine carrying on the 
war, it was both a burden to this country, and a misfortune 
to that monarch, | | 
The Chaucellor of the Exchequer replied, that, if the hou: 
had been induced to grant this ſubſidy to his Sardinian majeſty 
for ſeveral years, as far as new circumſtances called upon them 
to continue it, they were bound to continue it, both in point 
of honour and in point of prudence, with alacrity ; he had no 
difficulty in declaring, that the whole conduct of his Sardinian 
majeſty, from the firſt moment in which the ſubſidy was 
granted, to the preſent, had afforded one uniform example of 
Honour and fidelity, and an example worth the imitation of the 
other powers. He could not, with propriety, and the regard 
that was due to the general ſervice, enter fo fully into a detail 
of the proceedings of his Sardinian majeſty, as the nature of 
circumſtances required for his vindication; but he denied that 
his Sardinian majeſty had ever manifeſted any deſire for a ſepa- 
rate peace, It was true, that, at a time when he was threat- 
ened with impending danger, he opened an intercourſe with the 
enemy, ſtating upon what terms he was willing to agree to an 
armiſtice. The terms were, that he would enter into an ar- 
miſtice with his friend and ally, the emperor; but, upon no 
ether condition. He immediately figdified this io the empe- 
Tor," who refuſed his conſent, and there the negotiation ended. 
During this intercourſe, however, which did not proceed far, 
the enemy acquainted him that they would make a ſeparate 
peace with him, provided he would cede all the places they had 
conquered in his dominions to them, and unite his arms with 
theirs againſt the other allies. The king of Sardinia immedi- 
ately,” with a magnanimity that could never be too bighly 
praiſed,” but ſuch"as became his rank, and might have been 
expected from his character, refuſed to accept any propoſition 
upon terms ſo impolitic and unjuſt. So far it was evident that 
bis Sardinian majeſty entertained no idea of a ſeparate peace, 
nor ever proceeded further in any intercourſe with the cuemy, 
than the prefſing neceffity of his ſituation compelled an 260 
the negociation which he did enter into, only ended in ſhew- 
e eee would conclude a ſeparate armiſtice, nor a 
4-7 5 ſeparate 
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ſeparate peace. He now put it to the houſe upon the ſtatemenc 
theſe facts, whether they had more or leſs motives than for- 
merly for fulfilling theit engagements? In regard to any re- 
cent events, upen which ſome ohjections might perhaps be 
made, he had not yet received any authentic information, but 
as the vote only extended to the enabling his majeſty to grant 
the ſubſidy, there might be full opportunity for gaining infor- 
mation yet upon it. So. much for the ſatisfaction. of thofe 
entlemen who thought it the intereſt of this country to retain 
the king of Sardinia as our ally. With regard to the honour» 
able gentleman, who ſeemed to entertain a doubt, whether or 
not it would be more advantageous for this country to do ſo, 
notwithſtanding the experience of paſt events, and the repeats 
ed confirmations we had received of the actiyity and vigour and 
the exertions of the Sardinian forces, he muſt (ay, that this was 
the only way in which we could poſſibly put the king of Satdi · 
nia into ſuch a fituation as might en. him to make ſuch 
terms with the enemy for a. ſeparate peace, as this coun 
and the reſt of the allies might admit to be comparatively 
111 generally good. Upon that principle, therefore, he 
thought the honourable gentleman ought to have been the laſt 
man in the houſe to object to a motion, in which the future 
honour and power of this country was ſo much involved. .. -.. 
Mr. Fox ſaid, that by declaring that he thought a ſeparate 
peace with Sardinia would be advantageous for this country, 
de ſpoke with regard to the opportunity that his Sardinian ma- 
jeſty would thereby have of mediating between the other 
powers. He certainly did not mean to with for a ſeparate 
peace with Sardinia, excluſive of the intereſts of Great Bri- 
tin and Auftria ; ſo. far, however, as they were conſidered, 
e eatlier ſuch a peace were concluded, the better it would. 
be, he thought, for all. 7 
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Mr. Francis in reply to the right honourable gentleman, op- 
polite, ſaid that the queſtion before the Houſe, de fade, 
whether this country ought to continue the ſubſidy to Sar= 
digia ? It was not necelfary to conſider how Sardinia had ated. 
four months ago, but what her ſituation and probable mode of 
ation would be at this time. If the information was authen- 
tic of the recent ſucceſſes of the French in Lombardy, upon 
thoſe ſucceſſes would the probable mode of action of his Sar - 
dinian Majeſty be founded, and fo fat were their opinions of: 
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the propriety of continuing the ſubſidy to be drawn; if the 
&termination of his Sardiman majeſty were founded, as it hag 
been ſtated,” upon the preſſure of the enemy, it was reaſonabig 
fo conclnde that he would . the emergency of his ſitua- 
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tion, more than his magnanimity. He might, therefore; be 


induced to * to a ſeparate peace, for two reaſdns, and that 
e 


without th con ſideration or regard for the intereſts of his 


allies ; firſt from the threats of the impending danger, and 


ſedondly by the temptations and intereſt which mi eb de 17 
out to him. As to conſiding in the magninimity 
of--Sardinia, he — ſuch confidence, and begged the hurts 
to look back to hiſtory for the character of the — of Savoy. 
It was fair to reaſon from ſuch evidence, and he there found 
Sardinia had changed from fide to fide as often as her inclina- 
tion or her intereſt prevailed, If it were true that the Auſ- 
trians had experienced ſuch a defeat as would Sardinia 
at the merey of the enemy, he would then whether it 
would be wiſe in this country to grant fo great 1 gr a ſubfidy to his 
Sardinian majeſty, as would not to it if he entered 
into an alliance-with the enemy, abs againſt it? 

The Secretary at War, faid? 5 the hi 
for antiquity in 7 per, bub totally diſap e of 745 re- 
fetence to the ' fotmet conduct of rhe lou of Savoy, as an 
argument for drawing 4 conclüfion prejudiciat to the preſent 
King, becauſe if was acting a fact e experience. In regard to 
what had fallen from his honourable ad concerning the re- 
pork of the enemy's ſucceſſes in Italy, his right hondurable 

iend had before 10 that no authentic information had been 
vet Ama, and even admitting it were true, there was a 

lity of i its not affecting their conduct in paſſing the vote 
of* in 4 becauſe the vote did not extend to the imme- 
diate granting of the money at all events, but merely to enable 
his aur to do + 46, Sy yt 2 . circumſtances, 185 
were called upon, by ey e of honour 
to erſiſt in Me A. Sor 1 LM * 
neral Smith ſpoke in favour of the motion. 

Mr. es thought the ſubſidy ſhould be voted, but that 
it would not be proper to advance ſt until they knew the King 
of Sardinia's firuation'; it might happen that He might be com- 
pelled not only to make peace, but ro affifſk the French; he 


therefore recommendedit to the Houſe to tefer the ſecond 


reading of the reſolutian, at leaſt till bettet Information fn ſhould 
arrive, > ads 

Fhe queſtion for the ſecond HERE: then and 
agreed o wichout a diviſion. "oh A 


N 


7. St Lice bin, 
The Kaleiter General brought up a Bill for continiag/che 


Alien Bill for a time to be limited, which was read a firſt time. 


On the queſton being put for the ſecond reading, 


Mr, 
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Mr. Sheridan aſked, whether this was the ſame as the for- 
mer Bill? He would now take the liberty to ſay he . 4 | 
the fame uſe would not be made of iras had latel 
objected to the former Bill when it was brought forward, 2 
cauſe he fareſaw to what purpoſes it might be applied; — 
many events proved that his conjectures were right, particu- 
larly a late one; he alluded to the caſe of Mr. Alexander 


Lameth, who had been cruelly created by a wanton exerciſe 76 
power. 
7755 Sabicitor: General faid, that this Bill was merely a copy 


of the former Bill. | 
It was then read a firſt time, and ordered to be read a Sane] | 


time next day, As was alſo the Bill for regulating the mode 
of providing for the families of perſons drawn by lot, —_ 
ſus ferving as ſubſtitutes in the militia in Caſey! 


VETERINARY COLLEGE,” 


Me, an preſented a petition on behalf of the TOY 
entlemen, and other ſubſcribers to the Veterinary College, 
ing the great importance to the public, e 0 . to he 
cavalry, Le dat but that from the enlarged. ſcale on _ which the 
place had been hitherto carried on, a pecuniary aid was 
requiſite to carry it into effect, &c. and praying ſuch relief 
as to 2 wiſdom and public ſpirit of the Houle ſhould Teem 

meet, 

General Tarleton applauded the inſtitution, and faid, that 
while ſumis were voted on ſuch problematical public advantages 
as finding out the longitude, an eſtabliſhment of ſuch certain 
bepefit as the Veterinary College claimed the POR: 


of. the Houſe too ſtrongly to be refi ſted. 
Mr. Francis wiſhed to be informed, before he voted away 


the public money on the Veterinary College, What was Rod 


ing of the, word Veterinary Was. 


Smmner ſaid, he was 1 able to te 60 What the et | 
logy of the word was, 7 e had looked into Ene pe: 82 
tionaries for the purpoſe, ſhe general acceptation of of its | 
however, was a 00 for fartiety, an eſtabliſhment Which, a 
ſome hape or other, exiſted in every country, 

Mr, Follife ſuggeſted, upon authorit hoe Pliny, that bY ax 
word was derived from the Latin verb 8 carry, which b 
various corruptions fell into veterinary 

Alderman Newnham declared' his opinion was in favour” of ; 
the petition, and wy by frould not gk the granting a con- 
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on ſuch ſlender foundation as that before the Houſe in the pre- 


* 


ſent caſe. 


Mr. Sheridan aid, he always felt as great reluctance as the 


honourable gentleman in voting away money; in the preſent 
inſtanee, however, he felt none. Experience muſt have ſhewn 
every man, that ſome ſuch inſtitution was neceſſary; who was 
it that had not ſeen how ſhamefully that noble animal the 
hotſe was tortured by common farriers ? Every man of huma- 


nity, he (aid, muſt feel ſorrow on reflecting on the various 


abuſes and different ſpecies of ill treatment part of the brute 
creation ſuffered from the ignorant, the cruel, and the careleſs. 
The etymology of the word he conceived to be of little ſig- 


nification, when the general acceptation of it was fo well 


xnown by the Houſe. He hoped, therefore, the petition 
would be received. 1 Pas er We” 
Mr. Francis ſaid, that. if the word was derived from the 
verb vebo, as an honourable, anden had ſuggeſted, it was 
in ſome caſes a miſnomer, and inapplicable to draft horſes, 
Sir V. Dolben ſaid, it applied allo to bullocks, which were 
uſed merely for draft. ns vided. 2; , 11 | 
"The Secretary at War (aid, that to ſatisfy the Houſe, the 
petition did not reſt on ſuch flight; authority as was ſuggeſt- 
ed by General Smith, he would inſorm him, that it had paſſed 
under a board of general officers, who ſtrongly recommended 
The petition was referred to the committee of ſupply. 
eee 
Sir William Scott moved the order of the day for the ſecond 
reading of the Bill for the further ſupport and maintenance of 
curates of the church of England. 


The Speaker role, in order to ſtate the grounds on which the 
Bill ſtobod over when it was Jaft diſcuſſed. An objection had 
then been made upon a conception that it partook of the na- 


tute of a money Bill, and as ſuch could not originate in the 


Lords, without a breach of the privileges of the Commons. 
He reminded” the Houle that he gave it as his opinion that it 


did not come under that deſcription, He had fince given it 


great attention, had carefully examined the journals, and he 
was confirmed in his former opinion, that the Lords had 4 
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of money, not a public tax or toll, but as private deciſion of 
right. In divorce Bills, for inſtance, ordering one party» 
pay an annuity to the other. The preſent Bill did not al 
to levy new taxes," tolls, or impoſts, ur to diſpoſe of 2 
money, but merely enacted a new diſtribution of ſums already 
applied by parliament to particular private purpoſes, _ viz. the 
benefit of the (clergy; The act of the 12th Queen Anne, 
which this followed, certainly originated in the Commons 3 
but that of the firſt of Geo. I. which was much more objec- 
tionable than the preſent, originated in the lords; and though 
it underwent long diſcuſfion in the Commons on the principle 
of it, not a word of objection was made on the ſcore of breach 
of privilege. He concluded with aſſuring the Houſe of hi 
conviction that this Bill, having originated in the other He 
was no encroachment on a. privilege, which the Commo 
always had preſerved with particular care, and which 
ought ever to maintain with unabating firmneſs, that gf the 
controul of the public purſe, - | M 
Mr. Martin declared he was ſatisſied with the explanation 
from the chair, as he highly approved the principle of the 
Bill, which had for its object the relief of men Ho were en- 
titled to every attention. The difference between them and 
rectors, in point of emolument, was great and diſproportiog- 
ate; he truſted therefore, that no further objection would be 
made to a juſt proviſion for curates being enactee. 
Ceneral Smith after à variety of obſervations expreſſed a 
wiſh, that no perſon poſſeſſing a beneſice of 100l. a year, 
ſhould receive any benefit from this proviſions n. 
Mr. Huſſey objected to the Speaker's leaving the chair; 
he bowed to the Speaker's authority, he could not, how- 
ever, but declare that none of the caſes cited appeared to him 
to juſtify the preſent inſtance. | In adultery, the money was - 
gtanted on ſpecial circumſtances ; whereas by this Billa 
general power was given to one deſcriptioh' of men to tax 
another, Hle thought it dangerous to ſuffer any encroach⸗ 
ment on their privileges, becauſe the ſuffering one to paſs: / 
would open the door to many more. © 
The Speaker 'propoted that the AR” of the 1ſt of Geo I. 
from which the preſent Bill derived ſhould be read. It was 
read scene e e n 
Mr. Jeddrelt made ſome obſervations upon the laſt clauſe - 
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empowering biſhops atbitrarily to nominate and licenſe curates, _ 
without the conſent of tectors. This, by conhdered as a great 
hardſhip 3 it would he ſaid make the euräte entirely in 

pendent of the rector, and dependent on the biſhop or ordi- 
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nominating and licenſing him: it would create an in- 
—— not merely inco inconvenient, but dangerous to the liber- 
epi of rhe Bill, It was, in ſact, departing ſrom the prin- 
he Bill, namely, that of emcliorating the circum. 
225 of the inferior clergy. He hoped, therefore, that an 
— ſo deſirable might be obtained by Jels exceptionablc 


Abe Fpeater informed the-boncurable mombet, -that if he 
meant his odjections to operate againſt the whole of the Bill, 
he was formal in then preſſing them; but if he metely ob 


jected ene, particular clauſes, he ought to reſerve himſelf 


he committee. 

Mr. Jaddrell ſaid, he did not wiſh to. oppoſe the oro 
principle of the Bill; he was aware that many of his 
tions might be-cured in the committee. But the laſt clauſe 


which-gave fuch arbitrary power eps, he wihed be 


entirely expunged, 
The Chancellor af the Exchequer ſaid, that the w? ea 
was cntirely — — ou e principle of the Bill; and 
hence, with ſubmiſſion to the honourable gentleman, he be 
to ſpare himſelf for the committee. ry 
Me. Zodarel! perſiſted in his former aſſertions. Upon which 
I Tbe Speater remarked to him, that as his objections did 
not go to the whole of the Bill, he was rather irregular. + 


eee enen puts IGG r 
. 
Huſſey objeRted, on the and that the Bill "was com- 


Mx. 
Pfetely in its nature a tax Bill. it went to take property from 
one —— of perſons, and to transfer it to — : ſot 
pace: no precedents, he contended, were adduced; aud hence, 

be would oppoſe the Bill in all its ſtages. 

The The Chonelhy of the Exchequer contended againſt the ho: 
novrable gentleman, that the Bill was merely for the diftribu- 
tion of an exiſting fund of a private and particular nature. 
che Houſe of Lords were permitted to bring in a Bill for the 
appropriation.of firſt fruits and tenchs, it certainly was no 
ors unproper for the pes gown to itim with the 

-'Fhis was aQually che caſe 3: for, n Quesn 
Anne, the. firſt. fruits and tithes, which" beſore were part of 
the public revenue, were iated to the clergy. There · 
fore the fund became of the nature of private DR: 

Mr. Frans wiſhed to kn, if the Houſe was diſpoſi {as 
it were) of the property of one deſcription of men, and ott- 
ing it to another ? 

. Os > BOTS, - The 


* 
ay a" * 4 * 
> 4 hy : — 
= 


* 


MI WoorAIUs PANEAMrWTAR VT N PGR TS. wes 

The Chancelli of the Exchehder (aid, that the moment this 
fund had been trutisferred by the crown to the elergy, it be- 
cine of the nature of private property: but as it came from 
the lairy to ſupport the clergy, parliament were juſtified in 


gulating it. | ; | ap * 
* Hebie, Broune agreed” with the Chantellor of the 
Exchequer; but in the committee he ſaid he would ende 
vour to preſs points which appeared to Him to be of ſome fin- 
ö tance. ' N | ' ded 4 F 5 33 2 
er, Ruſſell declared he approved of the prineipſe 
of increaſing the ſtipend of the curate; but Was againſt giving 
an arbitrary power to biſhops, . _ 

MI. Serjeant Adair ſaid, he preſumed the noble lotd's ob- 
gion was to the laſt clauſe, Which was unconnected wit 
the principle of the Bill, + therefore he could not fairly object 
to going into the committee, where a remedy might be-applied.” 
* William Scatt ſaid, the noble lord ought to point out t 

dauſes he objected to; and argued on the general converiienc 
and advantage of ſuch a meaſure, err ps Fer 
Cenerul Smith, though he diſapproved of ſome provifionFin 
the Bill, w iſhed it to go into a committee; 165 
Mr. Foddrell «dduced the precedent of a Hill for the bettet 
payment of church and poor rates, hieb, in 1678, had been 
rejected, becauſe it originated in the lords. 8 
"Te Speaker (obſerved, that a. regulation pecling hoog 


rates, in any way, was of a public nature and to all intents 


and purpoſes a money Bill; and hence that Bill was different 
from the preſent one. . Ho aſſured the Houſe he-had- conſulted 
the. beſt law authorities in this country; and had collected all 


the information which the journals of the Houſe could- ſup- | 


ply him with on the queſtion, before he ſuggeſted bis 
Uments, | 11 rien | 
The Houſe then reſolved-icſelf ĩato a committee, Mr; Hoa 
bart in the chair. | * 40163, KELIS 468 
Me. Joddrell wiſhed to introduce an amendment for pro- 
portioning the ſtipend of the curate to the income of the 
rector, which after conſiderable debate was negatived. | 

Mr. Wilberforce ſubmitted another amendment, for extend» 
ing the ſtipend of the curate beyond 991; 2 year (de Ratey i 


the clauſe); to one+ſixth' of the excefs of the income above 


450l per annum, when it exceeded that ſum: On this the 
Houſe disided“ :: % e 207 ot ae 
Auen, (forthe Amendent ) 0 
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The other proviſions were agreed to, after-a converfation 


of, fajch length, till the Houſe, ptoceede d to the laſt, namely, 
the clauſe for extending the power of biſhops. to nominate and 
cence curates, &c, enn 
Serjeant Adair ſaid, he wiſhed on that clauſe to preſs his 
. at large; and ſuggeſted the convenience of doing ſo on 
he report. IT Ty | 
General Smith then moved, that the chairman report pro- 


greſs ; which, after ſome converſation acrols the table, w 
| as 
reed to, &c. and the committee ordered to fit again on 


hurſday the th inſtant, 


Ne 


QUAKERS, 


* 


n e 
"On Mr. Serſeant Ada 


ir's motion for the commitment of. 
cy Rl for the Relief, &c, of the people called Quakers, being 
read, | K. 3 

Sir Wm. Dolben ſuggeſted the idea of defesring the com- 
mittee for a more full attendance of the Houſe, 

Mr. Serjeant Adair, after expreſſing a wiſh that the Bill 
might be diſpatched. through the Houle, leſt it ſhould'be loſt 
from the lateneſs of the ſeſſion, agreed to deſer the committes 
till Monday next, 'which was accordingly osdered. 


SLAVE CARRYING BILL, * 


ch 


* 


Mr. Barnard moved, that the Houſe reſolve itfelf into # 
eommittee on the Bill for regulating the conveyance of newſ- 
S.. itn W% 34 Go In EG OM $I: 614i @ 104 © 
Mr. Dent and Genera! Smith expreſſed themſelves unfriendly 
to the principle of the Bill. Roe hs 
- After a few words, the committee was deferred to that day, 
week, —Adjourned. N 
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e * © HOUSE OF LORDS Un 
el,  Wepnesbar, May 4. n 
Heard counſel on a cauſe wherein the right honourable Lord 
Viſcount Dudley and Ward was appellant, and Anna Maria 
Ward and others were reſpondents. After which their lord- 


ſhips ordered the decree to be affirmed, and that it be referred 


to the maſter, to_whom the cauſe was originally referred, to 
tax the colts of all the parties in this appeal in the fame man- 
ner as if the cauſe was determined by the decree, &c, 
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On the motion of the Lord Chancellor, read ſorne of the 
Bills upon the table, and adjourned,” ' . 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS... . 
WenpxesDaAY, May 4. 0 51 

The Speaker counted the members preſent at four o'clock, 

and there being vw 4 29, an adjournment took place of courſe. 
Mr. Alderman L»yſhingt;n moved, that the r of the 

committee appointed to conſider the Turnpike Bill be received. 


on Monday. * 
The Mafter of the Rolls aſked whether a Bill was to be 
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brought in upon the repor; this ſeſſion ? | 
Mr. Aderman Luſbington replied in the affirmative.— Or- 


dered. "InP 


1 


HOUSE Or COMMONS. 

| TrvrsbaYy, May's. e 
Ceneral Smith moved for a new writ to be iſſued for a mem - 
der of parliament to repreſent the city of Lincoln, in the 7431 
of John Fenton Cawthorne, Eſq. expelled. 48 
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GENERAL” INCLOSURE., CIOS 3 
Sir Jun Sinclair ſaid, from the recomm+ndation of various 
gentlemen who were friends to the Bin, he was induced to 
poſtpone it till another ſeſſon, as the moſt likely means of 
rendering it ſucceſs ful. 15 8 
The order lor its commitment was therefore diſcharged. 43 
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WINE DUTY BILL, ' 
Houſe reſolving itſelf into a committee on 


5 


Previouſly to the 
the above Bill, : 
Mr. Grey faid, he felt incumbent on him to mention to the 

Houſe, ſome particulars which had come to his knowledge, 
reſpecting the condyct of revenue officers, in the mode of col- 
Ring the additional duties ufo wine. He conceived there 
was no authority whatever, of ſufficient power, legally to en- 
force the payments of duties about to be Jevied by an act of 
parliament, until ſuch act had paſſed into law, yet he was in 
formed, and from good auth rity, that upon the artival et 
Leich of the (hip Peggy belouging to Mr. Murray, laden 
with Spaniſh wines, the additional duty upon one ton of Port 
had been demanded and paid; he bad alſo received a letter 
em Mr. Coats of Briſtol, mentioning chat a ſmilar circum- 
"0 3A 2 ſtance 
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ance had happened . there, where twenty eight gallons of 
$anes a n- Nose to him, had been 8 i the ſame 
anner, If ſuch circumſtances had occurred, they certainly 
eſerved the ſerious attention of the Houſe, as no man could 
deny that they were -urjultifrable in the higheſt degree. He 
thought it perfectly right that Bills, in ſome inſtances, ſhould 
bave a rętioſpective view, it was nevertheleſs highly danger. 
ous. to the principles of the conſtitution, and the liberty of the 
| ec, for that tetroſpection to operate previous to the Bill 
ein paſſed; it Was, in fact introducing a precedent which 
might be made uſe of as an argument to juſtiſy a miniſter in 
342>ing the country, by his mere perſonal authority, it was a 
rievance that called out for animadverſion, and he could nat 
888 it to the Houſe. He ſaid, he had obſerved with 
deep concern the latitude if which miniſters had indulged 
themſelves of late in diſpenſing with the laws of the countty, 
and it certainly was the Incumbent duty of the Houſe of 
Commons to watch their conduct with a jealous eye, and not 
ſuffer its privileges gr authority to be uſurped by the mere 
act of a miniſter, or their conſtituents to be taxed by a power 
Jeſs thay an act of parliament. | ONS 
ks Mr. Reſe ſaid, it was his duty to reply to what had been 
ſtated by the honourable gentſeman. He did not mean to 
_ queſtion the truth of what he had aſſerted; in fact he knew not 
whether, any ſuch proceedings had taken place; if they had, 
be could aſſure the honourable” gentleman they were not in 
. £onſ-quence of any order iſſued from the Treaſury, It was 
not unlikely that the officers of revenue had acted as had been 
_ Rated, It was undoubtedly intended, if the Bill ſhould paſs, 
that the duty ſhould be levied that way. 
Mr. Grey (aid, he would take the honourable gentleman's 
word that no directions were iſſued; it was nevertheleſs ne- 
. ceſſary not to allow the duty to be actually levied and received 
before the Bill had paſſed. He perceived by the geſture of 
the right honourable gentleman oppoſite (The Chancellor « 
the Exchequer) that he treated this ſubje& lightly, be woul 
not however ſuffer any precedent of this kind to be filent!y 
eſtabliſhed, becauſe he knew how precedents were quoted. 
+ The Chancelhy of the Exchequer faid, he did not mean to 
treat the ſubject Jigttly ; he only made uſe of geſture, becauſe 
the honourable gentleman had brought forth an accuſation 
_ againſt, governmqu in a high and ſtrong tone, without ad- 
; \ A pt evidence whateyer that government had been to 
Diane. 8 | 


Au. Grey replied, that he could hot be too vigilanty and if 
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the, honourable gentleman felt ſo ſore upon every queſtion. 
that affected him, the beſt remedy would be, for the houſe to 
come to a vote at once of total indemnification. . | 
General Smith ſaid, if the Chancellor of the Exchequer had 
attended to the candid manner in Which the honourable gen» 
teman had, mentioned the buſineſs, he would not have an- 
ſwered him with ſo much acrimony. | 
Mr. Sheridan expreſſed his ſurpriſe, that the chancellor of 
the excheguer ſhould take umbrage at his honourable friend's 
high and lofty. tones; it was a mode of ſpeech the right ho- 
nourable.. gentleman often. made uſe of himſelf, and he was 
perfectly competent to anſwer his honourable friend in the ſame 
way; he, however, ſuppoſed the chancellor of the exchequer 
had a patent for monopoly of high and Jofty tones, and con- 
ceived that any perſon , who ſhould preſume to make uſe of 
them beſides himſelf, was gu lty of an infringement of his 
excluſive right. Mr. Sheridan reprobated the procedure of 
which his honourable friend had complained. He iaid, he had 
no doubt of the facts: he had received information from Nor- 
wich of a ſimilar circumſtance. It was evident it could not be 
done without the order and connivance of miniſters. It was 
not the firſt time complaints had been made: if the revenue 1 
ofſicers had been reprimanded, they would not have given cauſe i 
for a ſecond complaint; their not receiving any intimation ö 
from. their ſuperiors to deſiſt, was impliedly urging them to a & | 
repetition of their unjuſtihable conduct, the blame of the tran- N 1 
{ation therefore attached to miniſters and to no other perſons. 20 
Mr. Sheridan adverted to a charge that had been brought 41 
againſt him, of wiſhing to extend the exciſe laws; he believ- | 
ed he was one of the laſt men-againſt whom ſuch a charge 
could with truth be alledg=-d. He had ſtated it as his opinion, 
that the Bill in queſtion ſhould have contained a clauſe, by 4 
which the ſtock of private gentlemen, legiſlators as well as 7 
others, ſhould be taken and made liable to the tax; and he ſtill 1 
petſiſted in that opinion; be thought it peculiatly hard, that "BJ 
the man of property, and the member of parliament, whoſe 21 
fortune enabled him to lay in a large ſtock, ſhould have it in 1 
his power to drink wine at a rate infinitely cheaper than 408 


« wiipgt 


the reſt of the community, Who only purebaſed à ſuf- 
ficient quantity. of temporary conſumption. As to the dif- 
ficulty which was urged againſt-taking the ſtock of private in- 
dividuals, he conceived none exiſted, It government thought 4 
fit to call on every houſekeeper to ſign acertificate whether his [7 
maid ſervant had worn powder or not, he ſaw no reaſon why 
be. ſhould not in the. ſame manner be called upon to certity 


what 
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what his ſtock of wine was, that the new- duty might take 
place upon it, as it would afford a greater addition tothe reve. 
nue, and produce a preater equality in the tax. , Notwith. 
ſtanding be ſincetely wiſh-d to ſee the exciſeman entering the 
cellars of the leg iſſators themſelves, as well as every dealer, for 
the purpoſe of obliging them to pay the additiona! duty upon 
their ſtock in hand, he held his enmity to every extenſion of 
the exciſe laws.” With reſpect to taxing the article of wine 
to that exent as almoſt to: amount to a prohibition from uſing 
it, he had a ſtrong objection. Such a ſyſtem would defeat its 
own end, as few, comparatively ſpeaking, would drink wine 
at the advanced price; When the Bill went into the com- 
mittee, be intimated, that he ſhould propoſe two.amendments, 
one ſor taking the ſtock of private pei ſons, and the other for in- 
ſerting in the blank for the commencement of the operation of 
the tax, the 17th of July. 


Mr. Buxt-n roſe to expreſs his diſapprobation of the entry of 
any exciſe officer into a private houſe, 

Mr. Sheridan repeated, that it was ſolely his wiſh that a te- 
turn of the quantity of ſtore wines ſhould be made in the 
manner of the returns of the aſſeſſed taxes. 

The houſe then went into a committe on the Bill, when, 
upon the queliion being put, that the tax ſhould commence 
on the 19th day of April, 1796. a ; 

Mr. Sheridan cppoſed it, conceiving that it would bear hard 
on the traders who had laid in a ſtock, under the preſumption 
of. ſelling it at a certain price, To elucidate this argument, 
he put the cafe that a duty of hve ſhillings a bottle had been 
laid on; in that cale it amounted, he laid, to a prohibition ; and 
the tracers who had laid in a ſtock, would be deprived of an 
opportunity of diſpoſing of it. As far as the preſent extended, 
frum being ſuddenly impoſed, and bearing a retroſpe&, it had 
the , fame 4 ffi ct, and proceeded on the ſame principle, He 
contended that a realonable notice ſhould be given, that the 
trade might diſpoſe of their ſtock in hand, or continue in buſi- 
ne{s at theur own option, He therefore moved, in amendment, 
that the blank be flled with a proſpective date, to make the 
Bill coa:mence. in July: ee W 2h 

The Charcelior of the Exchequer ſaid it was ſomewhat incon- 
ſiſtent in the nonourable geutieman tnat he thould propoſe this 
regulation, when he originally brought forward a ] lan to tax 
the piivate ſtock on hard; if his preſent ideas were to be 
adopted, the effect would be to transfer the ſtock in the tra- 

der's ceilar, to the cellar of the individual, and unlefs it were 
taxed in that ſtate, the Billwould de incttectual and unproduc- 
TI tive 


al. 
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tre ſor a lang period. As a regulation of finance, it was 
zſurd ta think that government would ever proceed on a. 
principle analogous to a prohibition, as it would defeat its own. 
object. Admitting, which was by no means certain, that a 
tax of five ſhillings a bottle would be a prohibition, it 
was an effect dependent wholly on the degrees of the 
tax, and would have no application to the quantum at 
preſent impoled.—— Was it to be contended, that no 
ux ſhould be impoſed without including in its regulations the 
means of rendering it completely abortive? Far from falling 
hard on the merchant or trader each would ſuffer no injury. 
by the preſent Bill, becauſe, it was propoſed, that they ſhould - 
pay the duty by inſtallments, and they would have an oppor- 
tunity of laying the tax on the conſumer as ke ſold it, and as 
de would not be liable to. be called upon to advance the ſum it 
would make no difference to him. Suppoſing he had not a 
ſock by him he muſt import it under LAT the ſame ciĩt- 
cumſtauces. For theſe reaſons, he ſhould oppoſe the amend- 
ment, and vote for the original period of its commencement; 
Mr. Sheridan faid, that he ſtill retained his opinion of the 
rropriety of applying the tax to the ſtock in private cellars, 
aud meant to propoſe a clauſe to that effect, by admitting the 
trader to diſpoſe of all his ſtock for the price in the expectation 
of which he was induced to lay it in; an option would be 
ziven, to which he had a right, of continuigg in the trade 
under the new. regulation or not. r 0 
The queſtion on the amendment was then put an negatived. 
alter which the original date (27th of April,] was agreed to 
and inſerted.” . tha Lat 
Tue other clauſes of the Bill then paſſed the committee, and 


tue report was ordered to be received to-morrow, 


N REAL SUCCESSION: TAX. oy 
The Chancellor of the - Exchequer" moved that the real Tuc- 
ceſſion ta Bill ſhould be recommitted, 4149 


Mr. Raſb/eigh faid, that this tax was liable to the ſame ob- 
jections which he had urged againſt the perſonal ſucceſſion tax 
Bill, Ir paid no regard to the different values of the lives of 
perſons on whom ſucceſſion devolved. Conſiderable difficul;y * 
appeared to him likely to ariſe in levying the tax upon mines 


and fiſheries, upon the whole theretore; he ſaid; he was de- 


cidedly againſt it. He concluded with propoſing as an amend- 


ment that, inſtead of the Bill being now recommitted, that it 


be recommitted this day three monts. | 
Mr, Fox roſe to oppoſe this ſtage of the Bill; and declared 


bat he did ſo upon two-graund-3 firſt, the novelty of the 


principle, 


= oe 
* 


1 


R W 4 
"ET" | 


2 
on: > 4 
2 3 þ * 
8 * A 
e 240 Ze: TI 3 S# et * 
— —— <a 


" —— — — ng ow — . Coe — — [pin — 


SEW | 4 
4 Py A 


OE: 
— — 
* 


3 PURSE NTT 
—, 1 x 4 FS £4 4 a. - _ 3 
: — % - - - ——_ d 
— —— {96 nt 4 ery inp 8 ws 
— —— — 


eb ogg, 


r 
9 


8 6＋ͤ — — — 
* po — 


—ů— k ——— 2 


- 


- wy — —— — 
>» o wut — 4 > = —, 


zs WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, [Conmenr, 
pfincipſe, as a tax upon capital; and ſecondly the iniquity of 
the application, It was afyſtem which if acted upon in the 
extent to which the principle might be carried and he ad- 
mitted the preſent inſtance to he only a flight degree) would 
enable the ſtate to ſeize upon the whole property of the coun 
try. Of all the ſhapes in uch deſpotiſm had ever exiſted, 
that, in his opinion, was the higheſt, which rendered the 
ſovereign heir to the whole capital of the countty. This he 
admitted the preſent Bill did to a very limited degree; but if 
the principle was once adopted, the progreſs was eaſy, and it 
was impoſſible ' to calculate how far it might be extended. 
From brothers and relations in à collateral line, it might in 
time reach to children, and from four or five per cent; the tax 
might be increaſed to ten or twelve. This was his principal 
objection to the Bill. He' bad another, however, grounded 
upon the particular hardſhip which would in certain cafes at- 
tend its operations. In caſes of marriage ſentlement, children 
were molt frequently the objects for whom proviſion was made, 
but ſometimes collareral relations had an intereſt in the ſettle- 
ment. A caſe of that kind had come under his own'expeti- 
eee. In cafe of the death of his nephew, Lord Holland, he 
was to ſucceed to the eſtates of his elder brother, by an article 
in the marriage ſeitlements. As it happened, he had not given 
any conſide rat on for the contingent benefit of this ſettlement. 
He might, however, have paid his brother ſome conſideration 
for it, and in this caſe, were the tax to attach upon this pro- 
perty, the contract would be violated, becauſe he would not 
rèreive the value of it in the ſame circumſtances in which it 
food when he concluded the bargain. On theſe grounds he 
ſeconded che amendment. r 
The Cha ncellur of the Exchegner ſaid, he flattered himſeſſ that 
he ſhould have no great difficulty in obviating the objections 
which! bad been ſtated againſt the Bill. The principle had 
been already recognized in the perſonal ſucceſſion tax, and alſo 
inthe duty formerly exiſting; upon Jegacies; | The Bill only 
altered the degree and regulated the mode of Jevying it, It 
had been urged that it would ſwallow up the whole landed 
capital of the c ouutry; he contended that it had no ſuch ten- 
dency, and that it- would have no ſuch operation. I his, like 
many other queſtions, was only -a-queſtion of degree, and the 
obje&ion, which, in reality Was very limited in its force, was 
Gated as poſſeſiing unbounded weigh. It had been tated alſo 
that the tax might be paid ſeveral times over. This cou'd 
not be done by the ſame perſons; nor was it likely that it 
could be done by the fame eſtate, When the chances of +a 
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ſucceſſion were fairly calculated. In no caſe, however, was 
it a tax upon the capital; nor would it ever diminiſh: the real 
value of the eſtate, becauſe the tax was of ſuch a nature that it 
could eaſily be paid by the oceupier in the courſe of the four 
fir(t yea is after his ſuc ceſſion to iti. As to its affecting con- 
tracts formerly made, it could have no ſuch tendency; and in 
the caſe particularly mentioned by the right honourable gen- 
deman, in which he was perſonally concerned, the tax would 
not attach at all. He hoped therefore that the Houſe would 
agree to the Bill going into a committee. 11 40 
Mr. Grey ſaid, he had formerly ſtated this to be in WA r 
tax upon land, and that too of the worſt ſpecies; he inſiſted 
that the Bill propoſed a partial and bad mode of levying a land 
tx. The honourable gentleman had ſaid, that it was not a tax 
upon the landed capital, but upon the landed income. Why, 
then, did he not lay it directly upon thoſe in exiſtence, and not 
upon * ſyſtem of taxation which had been adopted 
on falſe principles, and had contributed more than any other 
caute whatever to inereaſe the national debt? Mr. Grey con- 
tended, that it was to all intents and, purpoſes, a tax upon the 
AK and that, it could not, in moſt inftances, be paid 
by annual inſtalments, as, bad been repreſented: In this opis; 
nion he was confirmed by the circumftance of the general want 
of money among, landed proprietors, for men of landed pro- 
perty rarely left ready money; on the contrary they were often; 
incumbered,/and in addition to theſe. incumbrances came this 
tax, which would reduce the heir to the neceſſity of making 
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new mortgages to diſcharge. it. He would wiſh to know. 
whether, an heir of intail would be permitted to borrow ; and, 
if he was not, would not the effect of this tax involve him in 
embarrallments which he would be unable to acquit ? He ob- 
jected, chiefly, however, to the principle of the Bill, which he 
denied to have been ſanctioned by the duties on legacies. A 
tax upon the capital of any country, could not fail to hurt its 
proſperity, and the diſcoverty of the ſtate of propery to which 
the levying of the tax would neceſſarily lead, would in ſome; 
cales be found to be impoſſible, and in evety gaſe would prove 
a ſource of vexation, and from the neceſſity of the interferrence 
of the revenue officers might become an initrument of influence. 
to a miniſter, over the landed gentlemen. 12 
The Attorney General admitted the importance of the mea 
ure propoſed by the Bill, and the difficulties attending itz but. 
de ow ned, he did not ſee that the objections urged again t 
principle, applied to the principle as it was in the Bill reduce 
0 N He repeated what had been ſaid by his honourable _ 
o. IV. 1796. 3B | friend, 
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friend, that it was not a tax upon capital. It was Indeed a tax 
upon the produce of land, but it could not be called a land tax 
in the proper acceptation of the word. "The diſcovery of the 
ſtate of a man's affairs was not of the dangerous tendency, 
not could be uſed to the improper purpoſes alluded to it; way 
no greater diſcovery, nor ſo much, as was made by the public 
1 of every county. e b d e 

Mr. Jetyll ſaid, there certainly was ſome inconſiſtency in 
the arguments of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and thofe 
of his learned friend, for the one ſaid that this was nv tax upon 
land, the other confeſſed that in ſome meaſure it had that effect. 
This tax would operate as a tax upon land, and if the extraor- 
dinary expences of a ruinous war rendered it neceſſary to reſort 
to new kinds of taxes, he would like to know whether the land- 
ed gentlemen would have conſented to a direct increaſe of the 
land tax. With regard to the diſcovery that would take place, 
it would evidently be attended with every circumſtance of 
publicity. It was like ſending commiſffioners of barikrupt 
to ſolvent perſons, and taking an account of all they were wo 
and all they owed. | Monſtrous expences required monſtrous 
ex pedients to ſupport them, and ſuch was the nature of the 
reſources to which the country was driven. » 

' Sir William Pulteney ſaid, he thought this tax exceptionable, 
It was a direct tax upon capital, in a degree, indeed, not very 
ſevere, but ſuch as would readily be increaſed, when it was 
thought convenient or neceffary. In Holland, he believed, 

perſonal ſucceſſion only was taxed, ' but at any rate it by no 
means followed that it ſhould be adopted in this country, be · 
caufe it had prevailed in Holland, where the fources of revenue 
were exhauſted, and the ftate felt the utmoſt difficulty in fup- 
porting the public expences. He thought this a worſe mea; 


ſure that it was not general, and that it was to be paid in the 


four firſt years. It was levying in this time what might be 
put upon ten or twelve years, and, left a man ſhould die, making 
the moſt of him immediately. It had been Juſtly (aid, that in 
the firit years of a ſucceſſion, the greateſt 'expence prevaſſed, 
and that it was not very probable that the heir would, from his 
ſaving, be able to diſcharge the tax. It would be very hard on 
thoſe who ſucceeded to ſmall eſtates to pay the tax, much more 
than on great eſtates. Tr was the advantage of the taxes in 
this country that they were optional, or ſuppoſed to be ſo, and 
therefore ſat more lightly. Here however the hardſhip would 
de more felt, becaufe it was a tax that the 15 ſubject to it 
Was politively obliged to pay. Upon the Whole he profeſſes 
n k e 2 P | | 18 Binsen D 0 himſelf 
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himſelf adverſe to the Bill, and therefore concurred in the 
amendment. | Lane ph 
The Solicitor General defended the Bill upon the ſame 
ground as the attorney general. He contended, that in Hol- 
land the principle was not confined merely to per ona) property. 
He went into a variety of legal arguments, ſhewing the ope- 
ration of this Bill, and replying to the objections that had been 
made againſt it. A dies orgy 
Sir N. Pulteney explained. | th 
Mr. Baftard ſaid, that if there were no other way than by 
adopting this Bill to avert a national bankruptcy, he might vote 
for it; but not otherwiſe, He had heard gentlemen ſay, that 
the ſtate of this country was ſuch that they were under the 
neceſſity of voting for whatever taxes were propoſed. So 
long however as a million continued to be annually appro- 
priated to the reduclion of the national debt, we could not be 
ſaid to be in a ſituation where we muſt vote for every tax that 
ſhould be propoſed ; it, therefore gave him the leſs reluctance 
in oppoſing the tax now propoſed, as the twin Bill of this would 
anſwer for as much as was ſtated to be expected. If land was 
to be taxed, he would aſk what part of land? he remembered, 
that, within theſe ten years, within the walls of that Houſe, 
2 pledge was given to the public to bring the lands, woods, 
foreſts, &c. of the crown to public uſe; and yet, after that 
pledge of the Houſe of Commons, theſe very lands and foreſts 
were the only ones that were exempted from the operation of 
this Bill. He faid, he could not but lament that gentlemen 
had not ſtated the proviſions of this Bill, becauſe he was per- 
ſuaded they would then ſee that nothing could be done that 
would carry the purpoſes of the Bill into effect in 1 inſtan- 
ces, except the putting the lands that were the objects of the 
Bill up to ſale. It had been faid that this was a tax of de ſpot- 
iſm; it was fo in a great meaſure. It was a tax alſo from the 
principle of democracy. . 4 ages 
The Solicitor General had ſaid that a tax on the ſame prin- 
ciple as this had been adopted by the French government, It 
was true that they did adopt a meaſure of this kind in the de- 
mocracy of France, but what was the conſequence ? They pur- 
ſued it until they had got all the land into their own hands — 
Ide moſt manifeſt injuſtice he was perſuaded would follow 
this Bill in the caſe of leaſeheld eſtates. If this Bill mould 
paſs the management of the land tax muſt be put into other. 
hands, for any thoſe who had its preſent management woul; 
give it up. as any man in that Houſe ready to ſay he would 


put an arbitrary fine upon any man? This muſt be the cauſe © 
. 3B 2 under 
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under the Bill, for how. was a perſon accurately to eſtimate the 
value of the intereſt which each perſon had in an eſtate which 
was the object of taxation ? This would create ill blood and 
endleſs animoſity all over the country. Mr. Baſtard ſaid, he 
had heard that a man might be beat into a phyſician, but he 
did not know how to make a commiſſioner in every caſe under 
this act a lawyer, and yet a lawyer he muſt be, and a good one 
too, or he would never underſtand how to act under this Bill, 
for every man muſt be aſſeſſed according to his title. The 
difference between real and perſonal eſtate, as this Bill was to 
operate, was very great. This Bill would put down all fa- 
mily eſtates, in which conſideration the conſtitution of the 
country was materially connected; ſor the conſtitution. of the 
country and the landed 
were deſtroyed, the other would fall at the ſame time, Mens 
ſpirit would be broken by the Bill; for mens ſpirits were 
broken by the extreme preſſure of neceſſity. This was the 
refult of bad taxes. Men, formerly of j PAY me in the 
country, would be brought within the vortex of the metropolis, 
adopt its vices, apply to, and become the tools of government 
for a livelihood; a practice much too prevalent at preſent, and 
which our anceſtors regarded as the wages of corruption, and 
the grave of their independence. 

Lord Sheffield ſaid, he thought the Bill odious and prepoſter- 


. ous. A more partial tax, he inſiſted, could not be imagined, 


It had been ſaid, that the funds ſhould not be touched, but in 
preference to the preſent tax, he would recommend a ſtamp on 
the transfer of ſtock.  - 8 | 


Mr. Morris Robinſon inveighed againſt the principle and 


the proviſions of the Bill, 

General Smith contended that the many ſtrong appellations 
given at different times to the convention of France, applied 
to the preſent meaſure. As the right honourable gentleman 
had thought its conduct worthy of imitation, he ſhould not be 
ſurpriſed to ſee the lawyers on the other {ide of the Houſe re- 
commend the odoption of mandats. 


Mr. Alderman Newnhan reprobated the preſent Bill, which, | 
with" the tax on collateral ſucceſſions, he faid, be had no 


doubt would be found fo odious, that ſome future adminiſtra- 
tion would he obliged to ſubmit to their repeal, e 
Mr. Hate defended the Bill, contending, that 


it could noi came undet the denomination of an act to enſorce 

an additional land tax. To the latter he had the ſtrongeſt ob- 

jection, as he was perſuaded, it would be dangerous in the 

extreme, ſince it muſt lead to that equality which. were wan , 
3} | l mu 


, 
3 f Lag, 


intereſt went hand in hand; if the one 
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much reaſon to dread. The Houſe was called on in juſtice to 
paſs the preſent Bell, as it had the other; and for wade reaſous 
he would vote for the re-commitment. 

The Houſe divided on the re-commitment, 


"Ayes, A 9 65 1 x 
355 jority, 


The committee then went through the 7 — the Bill, 
and made many amendments in it. The queſtion being put 
that the chairman ſhoulda leave the chair. 

General Smith ſaid, that the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
had been very ill adviſed to bring this meaſure forward, for he 
would now di ſtreſs every family in the kingdom for the paltry 
conſideration to the revenue of 100,000], a year. 

The chairman then quitted the chair. The houſe being 
reſumed, the report was received immediately, and the further 
conſideration” of it was ordered to ſtand for Monday the niath 
inſtant, and in the meaa time, the Bill, wuh the amendments, 
vas ordered to be printed. —Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 


FDA, May6. 


Received fifteen Bills from the Commons, and read hoſe 
on the table, 

The Earl of Guiliford deferred his intended motion to 2 
future day, of which he ſaid, he ſhould give previous notice. 
—Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


-»Faipay, May-6. Tn 
MESSAGE FROM THE LORDS, 


Two maſters in Chancery brought down a meſſage from the 
Lords, ſignifying that their Jordſhips had agrees to the new. 
loan bill, without any amendment. | tat, 


PUBLIC PAPERS, 


Mr. Dundas moved, that the India accounts, No. n 2. 
and 14, preſented to the Houſe, be withdrawn, they being 
found erroneons, and that others be ſubſtituted 1 in their nen 
Agreed tao 

"Mir. Dundas * preſented to the Houle, certain papers 

V8 


: 


__ E 
e 
4 — 


— 


3 82 
———— 2 8 


2 

- 

-- 
, as 


SS 


F * 
= e 2 * 
** 22 
>. 3 


rr 


| 
— - > - . Ss + * N 
| = — 7 g © 1 — _ * 


A 2 — 
a * 
2 "La 
my 
* * 
- * 8 
- 


0 SISTERS, 88 


CLOS ESD.» 


— 


% I, — * ho a 
—_— —- — 


—— 


n 
— — 


— 
_— 


——— 


—— 
—— 


. 


374 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Counoxt. 


relative.to the Weſt Indies, copies of which, ſufficient for the 
uſe of the members, were ordered to be printed. * 
. HAY AND STRAW, 


The Bill for regulating the ſale of hay and ſtraw, within 
eertain limits therem mentioned, was read a third time; but, 
upon the motion of Mr, Maintwariug, a clauſe by way of 
rider was propoſed, which went through a committee, and 
was orderedto ſtand part of the Bill, 

Speech; COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY, "REM 

The Chance lor of the Exchequer in this committee of ſupply, 
moved that 146,000]. and upwards, be rn to his majelty, 
for che in-houſe penſioners at Cheliea College. The reſclu- 
tion was then put and agreed io. He then moved for 6000]. 
for another ſervice, which ſum was alſo granted, and the re- 
port was oidered to be brought up next day. | 
<4 9 " WAYS AND MEANS. | | 


* The Chancellor of the Exchequer, in the committee of ways 

2nd means, moved, that towards making good the ſu bly 
ranted to his e the ſum of 3, 500, oool. be taken — 

bh conſolidated fund for that purpoſe. Report to-morrow, 


| WET DOCKS, a 


The ſecond reading of the Wet Docks Bill ſtanding as the 
order of the day, : 


Mr. Manning moved, that the order be diſcharged, and that 
the Bill be read a ſecond time on Friday the thirteenth inftant, 


Agreed to. 


Mr. Lechmere ſaid, as he perceived that gentlemen were 
wiſhing with great anxiety for the motion which his honour- 
able friend Mr. Grey was to make, he ſhould once more de- 
fer the motion which he had intended to bring forward re- 
ſpecting corn and flour. At the fame time, he could not but 
take that opportunity of declaring, that the object of his on 
notion was as conſiderable and important to the public as any 
5 could come before the houſe; in order, however, to com- 
Ply with the high expeCtation of gentlemen for-the diſcuſſion 
of another ſubject, he ſhould for the preſent poſtpone his mo- 
tion. rin? 

The committee on the high price of corn was then deferred 


CORN. 


untl Wedneſday. the eleventh inſtam. 
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| , THE LONGITUDE. 72 
Tbe Bill for rewarding and encouraging perſons making 
uſeful 350% in che longitude, went through a committee 


of the whole Houſe, and the report was ordered to be brought 
up on Monday the ninth inſtant. | 


AMPEACHMENT OF THE. CONDUCT OF MINISTERS. 


Mr. Grey ſaid, that to thofe who reflected upon the unex- 
ampled power which the preſent miniſters poſſeſſed, and the 
little diſpoſition the Houſe diſcovered to inquire into any part 
of their: conduct; and that on the contrary; the Houſe mani-' 
teſted a diſpoſition of the moſt unlimited confidence, it might 
appear a vain endeavour to bring againſt them any charge of 
mal-adminiſtration, eſpecially fuch a charge as would forms 
the ground of articles of impeachment.— Aware as he was of 
theſe difficulties, and the little encouragement he had to ſub- 
mit to the Houſe any propoſitions conveying a cenſure upon 
the conduct of miniſters z nay, deſpairing of that concurrence 
which would give it effect, he felt it his duty not to allow the 
Houſe to ſeparate, with little probability too of again meeting, 
without drawing their attention to a few plain intelligible points 
of the higheſt importance. He would call upon them to exa- 
nine the public expences, he would demonſtrate to them that 
miniſters had groſsly miſapplied the money of their conſtitu- 
ents, and had been guilty of a flagrant violation of the laws of 
the land, to — they had laid before the Houſe, an 
account of the diſtributions of the various grants, which he 
would prove to be completely falſe; A- minute -attention to 
the public expenditure and accounts, was the moſt important 
duty which the Houſe could exerciſe. The power of the purſe 
was the beſt ſecurity for the liderties of the people, and the | | 
Houſe could not allow it to be encroached upon without be- 4 
traying their moſt ſacred truſt, and renouncing their moſt | 
valuable privilege. Theſe principles he believed would not 
de diſputed in argument, and ſurely the duty was rendered 
more important, and the neceſſity more urgent, by the mag- 
nitude of the expence which they had to ſuperintend and' to | 
controul; It would indeed be a melancholy confideration if, [ 
amidſt all the influence by which were overborne, the very 4 
magnitude of the public expence, crippled the exertions of the 15388 
conſtitutional guardians, and contributed to defeat and to di- 1 | 
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ꝓpoint all inquiry. tz . 
It the Houſe was aware of this, and was anxious to maintain 
the privileges they had received from 1 
would, by a proper application of them, conſirm the we | 
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875 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY: REPORTS. [Cons 
mitted right, and deliver it entire to their poſterity, He had 
beard gentlemen, on various occaſions, particularly on the 
fabje& of the game laws, exprereſs a determined reſolutipn to 


preſerve that ſyſtem tor which their, anceſtors. had fought and 


bled, and he hoped that the preſent inſtance would be felt no 
leſs important, and the principle no leſs neceſfary. The 
charges that he meant, on this occaſion, to bring againft his 
Majeſty miniſters. would reduce themſelves to one plain, fimple, 
intelligent propoſition, namely, that they uſurped a. power to 
beat down and contravene law, by. diſregarding grants of the 
legiſlature, and applying the money fo. voted , otherwiſe. than 
was directed and deſigned, by the vote. He called therefore 
folemnly on the Houſe to declare whether. in the plenitude of 
migiſterial authority, they meant to include this diſpenſing 
power, which held at nought the injunctions of law, and either 
diſobeyed, or acted in oppolition to them, as opinion or deſign 
might ſuggeſt? Such was the matter of charge that he felt 
bimſelt bound to produce, in its nature fo clear and ſignificant, 
that every .maa mult underſtand it, and fee} himſelf com- 
pelled to admit the concluſion he meant to draw. 5 
If they found the money of their conſtituents miſapplied, 
would they ſuffer it to paſs unnoticed? If they ſaw the law. 
open gets ner would they inſiſt upon no ſatis faction? If they 
found the principles of the conſtitution outraged, would they 
expreſs no indignation and demand no atonement? The in- 
ſtances upon which he was particularly to dwell, were ſelected 
from a great many others which he might have taken up; but. 
hethad confined; himſelf to theſe on account of their plainneſs 
and ſimplicity. They were ſuch as all might underſtand, and 
the inferences from them were ſuch as all who underſtood. 
muſt acknowledge. He had not brought forward the inca- 
pacity miniſters had evinced, the failures they had incurred, 
nor the multiplied diſaſters, which, in the courſe of a ruinaus 
war, had purſued them. He would not comment upon their 
grols miſmanagement of the public money where the applica- 
tion was within their diſcretion ; but he would confine, himlelf 
to_three diſtin charges *—Firſt, that miniſters had violate 
the expreſs ſtipulations of an act of parliament called the Ap- 
propriation AQ, by. applying grants to other ſervices than 
thoſe for which they were deſigned and voted. Second, That 
they had preſented falſe accounts to the Houſe, in order o 
conceal that infraction of the law. And, laſtly, their having 
violated another act brought: in fince the right honourable 
gentleman had à ſeat in parliament,. for regulating the office 
of Paywaſter General of the Forces. He requeſted Be. 


= 0 
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Houſe to attend, that there was an act paſſed every ſeffion! 
after the grants for the uſe of the year were made, by 
which certain ſums 'were appropriated to certain ſervices, 
and which - miniſters were prohibited to divert to any other 
purpoſe.” © With this ſolemn act of parliament,” the Houſe 
ſurely could not allow miniſters to'diſpenſe. The grants for 
the army, the vrdhance, the yon the pay of general and 
ſtaff officers, were ſubject to the diſtribution expreſsly pro- 
vided in the act. By a paper upon the table, he would ſnew- 
that in feality the a had in che inſtances enumerated been 
diſregarded, and that the ſums were not applied to the purpoſe 
for whith they were voted, and in the manner parliament 
directed. of an account laid before the Houſe on the twenty 
feſt of "April, it appeared that the money iſſued for the"cloath<. 
ing of the army, was not applied to that purpoſe, and that 
there was due to ſeveral colonels or commanding officers of 
his Majeſty's forces, the ſum of 644, 1061. 75. 6d. for net off 
reckonings and cloathing for the years of 1794. and 1795, and 
tht ſum of 1x46,9001: 128. 4d. to general and ſtaff officers; 
for 1793, 1794, and 1795, and the fum of 34,3191. 13. 3d. 
to governors and lieutenant governors! for the years 1794 and 
1795, though theſe ſums were ſtrictly appropriated'by act of 
parliament. It Aſo appeared from the account alluded to, 
that the ſum of 3r,056L "3d. due to the general and ftaff of- 
ficers of his Majeſty's forces, for the year 1794, was paid out 


of the grants made for the = 273 ere, he ſaid, was 
the A&of Appropriation j let the Houſe read it, and ther | 
alſo were the accounts, which miniſters themſelves had laid 
on the table; let them read them, and then compare one wien 
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Much as miniſters were accuſtomed to explanation and ex- 
cuſe, he could not but conceive that it would be difficult to 
anſwer” the imputation ariſing from thoſe facts, which could 
not be diſputed: Which were before them upon record, and 
upon their table. Under theſe circumſtances, the houſe 
would not, he thougbt, be ſoon ſatisfied, or put up with vagus 
explanation and trivial excuſe, It was à direct and glaring 
breach of law, proved by documents produced by thoſe Againſt 
whom the charge was made. No ſpecies of convenience co 
ſurely be admitted as an adequate excuſe, nothing leſs than an 
imperious neceflity would amount to ſuch a defence ; nor un- 
cer the preſent circumſtances, would that amount to a juſtifi- _ 
cation; even ſuppofing they were influenced by that 'over- _ 
ruling authority, they were in duty bound to come as carly-as.. 
it was in their power to the houſe; and Nate the recellity by © 

Vor. IV. 1796, 30 g wien 
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which they had been impelled, and had aſked for a bill of in- 


© gdemnity., Such in common fair dealing, if any neceſſity 


really exiſted, was the conduct that the houſe had a right to 
expect, and the conſtitution, by fuch a leportment, would no: 
have ſuffered the violation it had experienced. On the con- 
trarys how, in fact, had minifters acted on the occaſion ? 'They 
had endeavoured to conceal the infraction. of law by deceiving 
the houſe ; and by a falle account, calculated to impoſe, they 
had, increaſed, inſtead of diminiſhing, the enormity of the 
original offence, ihe wilful infraction of a poſitive bw. It 
might be ſaid in defence, that all former adminiſtrations had 
followed the practice, and that they were juſtified by uniform 
ptecedent. That the pernicious practice of extending the 
public expence bęyound the ſums voted upon eſtimate, had 
ſometimes prevailed, was ttue, but nothing without the te- 
prehenfion of parliament. In the year 1711, in Queen 
Anne's. time, by a teſoluſion of the Houſe of Commans, a 
practice of the preſent nature was gan as an invaſion 
the rights of the Houſe and expreſsly condemned by the 
ouſe, nor could the act of appropriation be at all reconciled 
with the authority of a practice that it was expreſsly intended 
to prevent. 1 | 
It was ſaid, however, that extraordinaries were unavoid- 
able, but if the propoſition was admitted, it was to be qualified 
by the degree in Mhich they were really neceſſary, When 
a-fair account of paſt expences was ſtated, and a colerable eſti- 
mate formed of future ſervices, the neceſſity of extraordinaries 
would in a great meaſure be ſuperſeded, He would aſk, 
whether the miniſter, to whom the Houſe was ſo unbounded]y 
liberal in granting ſupplies, with a vote of credit to the ex- 
tent of 2,500,000], might not have made ſuch an eſtimate of 
the demands of the public ſervice, as would have left little to 
be anſwered by extraordinary expences ? "The ſum required 
ſor extraordinaries was not only in itſelf neceſſarily limited by 


the degree in which good management and prudent foreſight 


would require it, but alſo by the precedents of former times. 
In the reign of Queen Anne, When the army was conducted 
by a perſon not much diſtinguiſhed for œcõ˖οο] m, and with a 


continental war wide and expenſive, the extraordinaries ſcarce 
exceeded the ſum of 200,006]. might he not chen aſk if the 
Ta of extravagant charges on the head of extraordinarics 


not extended of late without the conſent of parliament ? 


A perſen Of high credit (Mr. Hatſeſl) coolly refleBing upon 
the ſubject in his cloſet, ſays, in his book ot 


t precedents, that 
during the American war nothing could exceed the negligence 
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of the Houſe in not limiting the ſums charged under the head 
of extraordinaries. Yet, however, reſpectable this authori 

might be, he could produce ſtill higher, that of the report of 
the committees of the Houſe appointed to inveſtigate the pub- 
lic accounts. In 1782 the committee titel the ſums for ex- 
traordinaries as extravagant beyond neceſſity, and comparing 
the different circumſtances of both periods, * there was nothin 
in the preſent that could require a higher ſum for extraordinar 
ſervices, But the practice of chargiug extravagant ſums on 
this head was arraigned by the honourable gentleman bimfelf 
at the end of the American war with the utmoſt ſeverity ; yet 
now his adherents were fain to defend him upon thoſe prece- 
dents which he had ſo vehemently reprobated, the extravagance 
of which had been ſo far ſurpaſſed during his adminiſtration. 
A defence like this, however, would little avail the Houſe: 
a miniſter who was uſhered into the conduct of public affairs 


z5 the hope of the nation, as the reformer of abuſes, as the 


declared foe of the ſyſtem to which he ſucceeded ! It was faid 
that money muſt ſometimes be taken from the eftimated ſer- 
vices, to be applied to urgent ſervices, , This juſtification, 
however, only amounted to this, that when money was to be 
diverted, it was necellary to come forward and apply, to the 
arrears ſo incurred, the extraordinaries of the next year. But, 
in the preſent inſtance, the original deviation from the rule 
had not been atoned for even in this matner; as it appeared 
from the account on the table, that great ſums were ſtiſſ due 
to general and ſtaff-officers and governors of garriſons, for the 
year 1794. Upon the principle of the juſtification pleaded, 
theſe ſums ſhould have been defrayed by the extraordinaries of 
of next year. It was to be ſeen, likewiſe, whether the ſame 
thing had not occurred in the year 17957 By papers upon 


the table it appeared, that, up to the 21ſt of April, 1796, for 


the quarter preceding, eight millions of the grants of the cur- 
tent year had been expended; and ſtill theſe arrears. remained 
due up to the preſent period. a es,” I 

It was in its, own nature impoſſible to ſet up a juſtification 
to an act of parliament, made on purpoſe to-reftrain miniſters 
in this very inſtance other than that of an imperious public ne- 
ceſſity; in that caſe, if it had occurred, miniſters were bound 
to come to the houſe, and lay the whole matter before them ; 
and if they would allow the neceſhty ſet up, they would. 
follow it with an act of indemnity, From theſe fundamental 
propoſitions, he concluded that the defence ſet up, ſuppoſing 
it true, neither juſtified nor excuſed in the 81 inſtance, 
where no diſcloſure of thoſe citeumſtances had been made to 
| 302 the 
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the houſe, from which, on the contrary, the fact itſelf had 

been carefully concealed, and falſe ſtatements preſented : and, 
ſuch. as they were, every argument now advanced in favour 
the preſent miniſter was as forcible in 1782, when the prac. 
tice was ſo ſtrongly condemned by him. The defence of 
miniſters for the miſapplication of the ſums appropriated by 
acts of parliament was not valid, therefore upon their own 
principles; for which reaſon he would, on this head, ſubmit 
to the houſe the following reſolutions : | 


. Reſolved, I „ That at all times, and under all circumſtances, it is the indif. 
penſible duty of the Houſe of Commons vigilantly to ſuperintend the expenditure 
of the public money, and ſtrictiy to inquire into the application of the grafts 
made by parliament to the ſervice for which they have been voted. 25 

Reſolved II. That by an act paſſed in every ſeſſion of parliament, the parti. 
cular ſums rey for each particular ſervice are ſpecified, and the money that 
ſhall be paid into the exchequer is appropriated to their diſcharge ; and that it is 

ſtrictly directed, that ſuch aids and ſupplies ſhall not be applied to any uſe, intent, 
or purpoſe whatever, other than the uſes and purpoſes mentioned in the ſaid act. 

Reſolved III. “ That it appears from an account preſented to this Houſe on the 
21ſt of Aptil, 1796, that the ſum of 644, 1061. 75. 9d. was then due to the ſere+ 
colonels or commanding officers of his majeſty's forces, for net off-reckonings and 
cloathing for the years 1794 and 1795, although by acts paſſed in 1794 and 1795, 
money was granted to diſcharge the ſame; and although the ſaid acts direct that 
the money ſo granted thall be applied in diſcharge of the ſame, and not otherwiſe. 

Reſolved IV. “ That it appears from an account preſented to this Houſe on 
the 21ſt of April, 1796, that the ſum of 146,900l. 128. 4d. is now due to the 
general and ſtafi-officers of his majeſty s forces for the years 2793, 1794, and 1795, 
although by acts paſſed in the faid years, money was granted for payment of the 
ſaid ſum ; and although the ſaid acts direct that the ſaid money ſo granted ſhall be 
applied in diſcharge of the ſaid ſum, and not otherwiſe. 

Reſolved V..* That it appears from an account preſented to this Houſe on the 
twenty-firſt of April, 1796, that the ſum of 34,3131. 138 zd. is now due to the 
ſeveral governors, lieutenant governors, and other officers of his majeſty's forces and 
garriſons in Great Britain and parts beyond the ſeas for the years 1794 and 2795, 
although, by acts paſſed in the faid years, money was granted for diſchargiog the 
faid fury and although the ſaid acts direct that the money ſo granted ſhall be 
applied in diſcharging the faid ſum 3 and not otherwiſe. 

Reſolved VI. © That it appears from an account preſented to this Houſe the 

twenty-firſt day of April 1796, that the ſum of 31,0561. Os. 3d. due to the gene- 
ral and ſtaff- officers of his majefty's forces tor the year 1794 was paid out of grants 
for the ſervice of the year 1796, although by an act paſſed iu 1794, money was 
granted for diſcharging the ſaid ſum; and although the ſaid money fo granted ſhall 
he applied in diſcharging the ſame and not otherwiſe,” | 7% 
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The next part of the reſolutions regarded the application of 
ſums granted for the ſervice of the year 1796 to the arrears of 
ſervices in 1794 and 1795. A reſolution. was paſſed in the 

ar 1784, which he wiſhed to be read at the end of his ſpeech, 
but at preſent he ſhould ſtate the ſubitance of it:“ leſt a diſ- 
ſolution of parliament, which was. expected, ſhould take 
before the act of appropriation was paſſed, the Houſe reſolved, 
that any miniſter miſapplying the funds at that time granted 
ſhould be guilty of a high miſdemeanor.” This reſolution was 
conſiſtent with the true principles of the conſtitution. The 
application of the grants of 1796 to retroſpeQive ſervices was 
an evident violation of the ſpirit of the Houſe in voting the ſup- 
plies, and fell under the reſolution of the Houſe of Commons, 
which he had already referred to, and the original fault of 
which they had been guilty, minifters had followed up with a 
ſtill farther violation of the law. He would therefore upon 
this point move this reſolution ; 11 0 | 
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the twenty-firſt of April 1796, that the ſum of 172, 100l. due far off-reckonings, 
to the 24th of December, 1794, and which remained due on the twenty-firſt of 
January, 2796, was diſcharged out of the vote of credit granted for the the expreſs 
purpoſe of defraying expences that may occur in 1796. By an act paſſed in 1794, 
money was granted for diſcharging the ſaid ſum. ; and although the ſaid act direts 
that the money ſo granted ſhall be applied in diſcharge of the ſame and not other. 
wiſe,” a 


There had alſo been other acts beſides thoſe mentioned 
equally violated. In 1782, in compliance with many petitions 
for reform, a deſign of reform was taken up, he hoped not 
merely to amuſe the country, bat a ſerious plan of reform, 
eſpecially in the public offices; for this purpoſe an act was 
paſſed for regulating the office of paymaſter general of the 
forces, which being inefficient, from ſome defect in its con- 
ſtruction, was repealed, and a new one for the ſame purpoſe, 
and on the ſame principle, was paſſæd under the adminiftration 
of the right honourable gentleman himſelf, This act was in- 
tended both to remedy the evils ariſing from balances remain- 
ing in the hands of the paymaſter general, and to ſecure the 
regular payment of the army, and this too had been openly vi- 
olated. In the. firſt account of the application of the vote of 
credit of 1796, to which he requeſted the particular attention 
of the Houſe, the ſum of 430, oool. had been iſſued to the pay= 
maſter-general, of which a balance of 83,3001... was ſtill in his 
hands, The Houſe had been informed, on a former 8 
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Reſolved VII. *. That it appears from an account produced to this Houſe on 
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that this money, though ſtated in the account, was in reality 
ſent to the bank, where the balance remained. Being ſuſpi- 
cious of the information which miniſters might think fit ſome- 
times to give in that Houſe, he had made inquiries of a perſon 
well qualified to tell him, and he had diſcovered that in reality, 
the fum alluded to had been put into the hands of the paymaſter 
general himſelf, and with him the balance was lodged. The 
proviſions of the Bill were explicit, that all ſums ined for the 
payment of the army, ſhould be ſent to the bank, and there 
paid by drafts-from the paymaſter general, diſtinctly ſpecifying 
the fervice in which it was incurred. This proviſion had not 
deen complied with, for the money had been firſt iſſued into 
the hands of the paymaſter general himſelf, and with him the 
balance remained. Such was the fact. And as the concluſions 
were too obvious to require argument, there he would leave 
it for the determination of the Houſe. With regard to the ac- 
cumulation of balance in the hands of the paymaſter general, 


ak a Aa _O2a&4 we 


2 the act provided that the ſums appropriated for the cloathing 
3 of the army, ſhould be iſſued periodically, it was, however, 
4 proved by the account on the table, that from midſummer . 
4 1794, to December 1795, no money was iſſued for this ſer- a 
vice, aud part of the arrears were diſcharged from the ſupplies 1 
„ of the current year. What ever might be thought of the mi- j 
1 niſter's defence, as to his violation ot the account of the appro- k 
„ priation act, here he would be forced to recur to a new ground { 
1 of exculpation. Since it was paſſed, public affairs had been p 
* conducted by no other miniſter; there was no example to x 
'x plead, no precedent to ſandion. Miniſters had, in open de- y 
'l ance of the act, withheld the money from the ſervice to 4 
which it was deſtined, and endeavoured to diſcharge the ar- t 
rears by the ſupphes of the current year, without attempting 1 
to account for the application of the ſum originally diverted. f 
He would propoſe the following reſolutions : | | U 
Refolved VIII. © That it appears to this houſe, that by an act paſſed in tlie b 
23d year of his majeſty's reign, for the better regulation of the office of paymaſter- l 
general of his majeRy's forces, it is enacted that no money for the ſervice of the 
army ſhall be iſſued from his majeſty's exthequer to the paymaſter general of his p 
majeſty's forces or ſhall be placed or directed to be placed in his majefty's hands or 
poſleſlion; but the ſame ſhall be iſſued and directed to be paid to the governor and 5 
company of th: bank of England, to be placed to his account, » th 
Keſolved IX. © That it appears to this houſe, from an account produced on the pi 
aad of Arril, 1796, that in open contempt and defiance to the (aid act, the ſum th 
of 430, 0 Cl. has been iſſued directly to the paymaſter general of his majeſty's © 


| ; forces 
G 


„ 4 + 


Mrs! WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 48x 
forces in 'exchequer bills un the vote of credit for 17963 and that à balance of 
34,0051. was remaining uniſſued in his hands on the faid 22d of April 1796. ; 

Reſolved X. 4 That it further appears to this houſe, that, by the faid act, the 
pay maſtor general of h's majcſty's forces is directed and required to form his me- 
morials 4nd requiſitions to the treaſury, and to iſſue his drafts upon the governor 
and company upon the bank of England, upon the 24th of June and 24th of 
December in every year, in equal payments, to ſuch perſon or perſons as have 4 
regular aſſignment from the ſeveral cologels, lieutepant-colonels, commandants, 
majots, and cap tains commandant, and captains, for the monies appropriated 
for the clothing of the non-commilſſioned othcers and private men of his majefty's 
regular forces. 

Reſolved XI. e That it appears to this Houſe, that the ſums of maney ap; to- 
pziated for the clothing of his majeRy's regular forces, and which, according to 
the ptoxiſions of the ſaid act, voght to have been ifiued on the 24th of Decembes, 
1794, the 24th of June, and 24th:December, 2795, had been directed to othes 
purpoſes, aud Hill remained due yu the alt of January, 1796, ia open coatempt 
and defiance of the ſaid act. it 


Wich regard to the "diſpoſition paper, which was the laſt 
topick'on which he would touch, the practice of laying before 
the Houſe ſuch a document had originated in the extravagant 
reign of Charles II. and had been adopted and eſtabliſned at 
the revolution, when our liberties were fixed, arid was intend- 
ed as a real account for the information of parliament how the 
ſupplies were employed. This paper he now atraigned as 
completely falſe. It might be ſaid by the miniſter, that his 
predeceſſors had not been very careful to render this paper an 
exact account: of the application of the public. money. This 
was at all times a bad defence; but what was the houſe ta 
think of the preſent miniſter, reforting as a juſtificatiaa to 
precedents which he had been the foremoſt to condemn, and 
abuſes which he pledged himſelf to remedy? The paper tated. 
that the ſums voted for the army, cloathing, ſtaff, &c. had 
been iſſued and applied, when none had been iſſued on this 
account, and when that branch of the ſervice was ſtill in arreat. 
The Houſe indeed might be told that this paper was merely 
a form; that it only contained an account of the ſums iſſued 
from the exchequer ; and that under this form the pay maſtet 
general received from the treaſury the ſums required; but were. 
they tamely to acquieſce in ſuch a defence? would they endure 
that the miniſter thould apply the public money as he thought 
proper, in defiance of ſolemn enactments of the legiſlature, or 
that he ſhould aboliſh the regulations which the wiſdom of the 
conſtitution had deemed neceſlary to maintain the vigour of its 
principles, and ſecure the purity of its adminiſtration ? —" 
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of thus inſulting the underſtanding of the Houſe,» inſtead of 
impoſing upon them a falſe and fraudulent account, the mini- 
ſter ſhould have made atonement to the ſpirit of the conſtitu- 
tion, had neceſſity driven him from the ſtrict line of conduct 
which it preſcribed, and by a bill of indemnity ſatisſied the de- 
mands of its violated laws. He word therefore: move EN: 
refolutions— 


Reſolved XII. That it appears, that an account is annually 888 ts this 
Houſe, ſhewing how the money granted for the ſervice of the preceding year bu 
been diſpoſed of, diſtinguiſhed under the ſeveral heads, and the parts remaining 
unſatighied, with the deficiency thereupon. ; 

Reſolved XIII. 44 That ſuch account was intended. to = what i in, its «ie it 
profeſles to be, a real account, ſhewing how the maney given for the {ervice of the 
year had actually been diſdoſed of, in order that the Houſe of Commons might 
be informed of the ſtate of the public expenditure, and ſatisfy themſelves as to the 
1 e men which it had eren 
them. 

Reſclved XIV. © That an account of the above Ares has * 
ta chis Houſe in each of the years 1794, 1796, and 1796, in which the money 
granted for the ſervices of each year is ſtated to have been applied to the ſetvices 
ſor which it was voted by parliament, although it bow appears, from! accounts 
fiace'preſented to this Houſe, that the ſum of 1644,1561 granted for offerec on- 
int for the years 1794 and 1795; the ſum 146, 90001. granted for he pay of the 
eneral and ſtaff officers of his majeſty's forces for 1793, 17944 1795 the fam of 
37,3131." granted for the pay of the ſeveral governors, lieutenant! gorernor, and 
other officers of his majeſty's forces in Great Britain and parts bey on fee, fer 
the years 1794 and 179 5, and fewer ſtated — have 2 
ſervices, Rill | remain unſaticfied. 

Reloived X V. 4 That, in the inftances above mentioned, his we mY 
herz have been guilty of preſenting falſe accounts, calculated to miſtead the judg- 


| ment of this Hovſe, of a flagrant violation of various afts of parliament, r of . | 


| groſs miſapplication of the public money." gg 


Here then he would at prefent leave the r ol the 
ſobject.. He had laid before the Houſe an important caſe for 
their deciſion, They were now- to determine Whether they 
would enforce the act of appropriation of the public revenue to 
its proper ſervice, and preſerve the ſpirit of their laus in the. 


ſtrictne ſs of their application, or allow the di power 
of a miniſter to ſuperſede the authority pt the —— the 
conſtitution. . 1% 015 GOLGTICO KT a 728 _— 
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derable degree of ſatisfaction at the meaſure which the honours 
able gentleman had then brought forward, and on Which he 
had grounded ſpecific charges againſt bis majeſty's miniſters, 
He was happy in being afforded an opportunity of- diſcuſſing 
regularly and- preciſely, certain topics which had been looſely 
thrown out at other times, when buſineſs of great impor- 
tance preſſed upon the attention of the Houſe. - However 
ſtrong the points which the honourable gentleman had urged, 
however ſtrong the caſe which he had put, he {till hoped that 

he ſhould prove to the ſatisfaction of the Houſe, to the ſatis- 

faction of the honourable gentleman himſelf, and to that of his 
perſonal friends, among whom he ſhould be happy to reckon 
the honourable gentleman, that conceding to him as much as 

he ſhould afterwards ſtate of the principle, conceding alſo moſt 

of the facts, ſtill he ſhould be able to prove, that it would be 

impoſſible for him, or for the Houſe, to draw that concluſion 
which he had then drawn, and which he had propoſed to the 
Houſe to draw, by his preſent reſolution ; and what might 

ſeem, perhaps, a little fingular, he contended that even though 

the principle ſhould be conſidered, prima facie, juſt, yet the 
Houſe could not, with common juſtice, or with common fair- 
neſs, vote the reſolution propoſed. If the reſolution ſtated 
an indiſputable truth, the queſtion then would be, whether it 
were expedient to record the truth. The reſolution ſtated 

that at all times, and under all circumſtances, it was the indiſ- 
penſible duty of the Houſe of Commons. vigilantly to ſuper- 
intend the expenditure of the public money, and ſtrictly to 

inquire into the application of the grants made by parliament 

to the ſervice for which they had been voted. That it was 
the duty of the Houſe of Commons vigilantly to ſuperintend 
the expenditure of the 1 he did not preſume to 
deny; but that it was the duty of parliament ſtrictly to enforce 
the application of it to the letter of the act, required the com- 

— of a retroſpective authority, which the Houſe had not 
the means of enforcing ; and this he propoſed to ſnew under 

the examination of the ſeveral heads of the honourable gentle- 

man's arguments, in the manner he arranged them. 

With reſpe& to the act of appropriation, on which the 
hon. gentleman had dwelt, he agreed that it contained a ſtrong 
clauſe, which paſſed every year, and which enjoined, © that 
no money granted by parliament ſhould be applied to any other 
purpoſe than-that for which it had been He agieed 
that the a& of appropriation did apply, in binding and ſpecific 
terms, to the regulation of the payment of navy and army 


& fund; of the army, under various and diſtinct 
Fro © 1 Ys heads, 
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ed on ancient practice? Or, thirdly, whether it were clandeſe 
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much for guards and garriſons, ſo much for plantations, 
Chelſea, &c. &c.“ He admitted alſo, that his majeſty's 
miniſters, in the management and payment of army ſervices, 
did not attend to the minute ſub · diviſions prrticulatly menti- 
oned in the act of appropriation, they only generally took care, 
that no more ſhould be. iſſued for the army out of the ſupplies 
in the courſe of the year, than the total amount of the ſum for 
which general credit had been given. That this was a devia- 
tion f om the ſtrict letter of that law he admitted ; it was a 
deviation in the particular ſubdiviſions of the army ſervices, 
Gentlemen ſhould however,  recolleX a fact, for which he 
contended, viz, that the act had been preciſely in the ſame 
form, in the laſt and preſent year, and in every year ſince he 
came into office, in which it had paſted in the reigu of George 
I. and in which it had continued down to the preſent day. 
They ſhould recollect, that ſomething of the fame; nature, 
though not exactly the ſame, exiſted in the reign of King 
Wikam; and that fo early as the reign olf, Queen Anne, it 
was deviated. from in as. ſtrong a degree, affecting the princi- 
ple, as during the preſent war. This had been mentioned by 
a very reſpectable authority, the author of the precedents of 
parliament, and by him in a great meaſure juſtified, becauſe 
the nation was then engaged in a war of great extent, wit! 
ſervices in all parts of the globe; and that it was impoſſible 
to foreſee what might be the amount of all the various ex- 
.. The queſtion then, which the Houſe had to conſider at pre- 
ſent, was, whether it followed, from the particular-breach of 
the act, which he had admitted. in certain inſtances; whether, 
in deviating, from its expreſs proviſions to that extent, the pre- 
feat miniſters deſerved the imputation of criminality, which the 
honourable gentleman had ſtated 5 and whether, their conduct 
called for and juſtified the cenſure of the Houſe ? Undoubtedly, 
every deviation frum an act of parliament , was, prima faces 
criminal-; it did not, however, follow that there was no ex- 
cuſe, pailjation, or juſtification of that deviation from the law. 
It was an eaſy taſk to make a charge of the preſent nature, 
It was only neceſſary for a gentleman to point the attention of 
the Houſe to the letter of the law, and when the deviation. 
from it ſhould be admitted, he would immediately have re- 
cqurſe to condemnation; but ſurely the honourable gentleman 
would allow the perſons charged to aſk, whether the deyiauon 
were wanton, or aroſe from, neceſſity. Secondly, if the den 
viation were new and unprecedented, or whether it were found- 
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tine, or done with” an intent to deceiye the Hauſe; of 
whether it was wrong under its notice, and fanctioned by irs 
decifions ? PO „ande n mim 
He would, he ſaid, firſt confider the neceſſity of the caſe : 
he found it had been admitted, that ſome'extravrdinaries cou'd 
not be avoided in time of war ; the honourable gentleman had 
faid, that'the queſtion was only as to the degree, but if there 
was ever a time when extraordinaries were allowable to a large 
extent, it would be in fo extenſive a war as the preſ*nt. With 
reſpe& to the comparative extent of the extraordinaries of the 
preſent war with thoſe of former wars, he ſhould come to ſtate 
that afterwards, he did not find it neceſſary to mention it on 
the queſtion of prii ciple. If it were allowed that extraordina- 
ries were ever neceſſary, he would not wiſh for any <ther jury 
than the gentlemen of the oppoſition to judge him; nay, if the 
honourable pentleman who made the motion were called as a 
juryman, he thould not challenge him. If extraordinary ſer- 
vices were unavoidably- neceffary to be incutred in the courſe 
of a war, and that from their mature they could not be proyided 
for, nor foreſeen in their amount nor in their time, they maſk, 
when they were performed, be paid for; how then was the 
money to be paid, but by with- holding fome of the payments 
of the ſervices regularly eſtimated and vored for, which, accor- 
ding to the ſtrict act of appropriation,” ought to be applied to 
the particular ſervices only for which they were voted ? I hat 
was ſimply the whole of the ſubject, as far as it related to the 
principle; and from the times of King William and Queen 
Anne, a full century, there had not been a year of war in which 
extraordinary expences had not been incurred, which had not 
deen previouſly provided for by parliament 3 nay more, for 
near half a century paſt, there had not been one year of peace 
in which extraordmaries had not been paid, and by that means 
the act of appropriation violated. With reſpect therefore to 
principle and neceſſity, he had not much further to urge: ifit were 
poſſible to have only as ſmall extraordinaries as thoſe of former 
times; if it were poſſible to have no extraordinaries all in time 
of peace; ſtill it was impoſſible that a cafe could be put, in 
time of war, when the public ſervice could be wiſely or pru- 
dently conducted conſiſtently with the ſtrict letter of the act of 
appropriation. mn T OP Oe TL AO" 
If gentlemen would for a moment © conſider the uncertain 
events and operations of war, the different views of policy art- 
ling from circumſtances daily changing in the courſe of a year; 
if they would conſider that it might be fometimes neceſſary to 
maintain perhaps à large army on the Continent, which, ves. 
| tore 


* — ll 


— — — — 
1 be a net I ies — 
1 - ” 
— _ - _ — 
ks — —_ _ : . 
* 


—ä— — 


rr ——U— —ᷣ[— net * 
m ry A 1 . 


„ — 
— _— — 


— = —— q 
ww re WER > 9 ES 4 — — — — 


2 — aero ͤ—— 


„„ 
— 


—— 


— — 


— <— 


2s WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Commons, 
Fore the end of the year, it might be adviſeable to ſend to the 
immediate defence of our plantations ; and if gentlemen would 
alſo confider that the ſame army in different ſituations was 
placed under ſeparateand diftinct heads of ſervice, apportioned 
und limited in the appropriation act, «ſo much for guards and 
: 8 and ſo much for plantations; under ſuch cireum- 
ſtances, and with a Comprehenſive and juſt view of the ſubject, 
gentlemen muſt confeſs that it would but ill accord with the 
public ſervice to fetter the operations of the year by binding 
them down to the ſtrict letter of the act, paſſed at a time when 
without the ſpirit of phrophecy, it would be impoſſible to judge 
preciſely of the proper limitations. Suppoſe then a war breaks 
out in the plantations, and parſtament not fitting at the time, a 
larger force would be required there than in the guards or gar- 
riſons at home, and government would be obliged to ſend ad- 
ditional ſupplies, and conſequently incur a greater charge for 
extraordinaries. In that cafe he truſted he ſhould not pay too 
— a compliment to the honourable gentleman's candour, if 
he aſſerted that the honourable gentleman himſelf would admit 
the neceſſity of having troops fent there and all extraordinaries 
paid. It was hardly poſſible for any thing uſeful and-expedient 
to be done, though ſhort of neceſſity, without a deviation {rom 
the rigid letter of the law, and yet the honourable gentleman 
had bound miniſters down expreisly to that letter, merely for 
the purpole of bringing a charge of condemnation againſt them, 
although tne public welfare depended ſolely upon that devia- 
Thus then he had already ſtated the practice; he had ſaid, 
that in years of peace univerſally for half the preſent century, 
extraordinaries were incurred. He was willing to allow that 
the practice exiſted formerly in ſums far ſhort, but, however, 
in ſums not fo ſmall as the honourable gentleman ſtated, for 
inſtead of 200,000). which he had ſtated to be the utmoſt extent, 
- he would fino, that in the courſe of the war in the reign of 
Queen Anne, between 300,000]. and 400,000, were incur- 
red in the article of extraordinaries for the army even taking 
| It, however, at the honourable gentleman's ſtatement, it was 
ſuſſi ient to give him the benefit of pleading precedent in juſ- 
tiſicat ion. „ 1 1 A e447 Þ et 
In the war of 1740 and 1741, which terminated in the 
peace of Aix-la-Chapelle, extraordinaries had been alſo incur- 
red to a great amount. In the German war they had conſi- 
derably increaſed ; and in the American war, ſo recent in the 
recollection of this country, that line of ſer vice had incteaſed 
to a much larger extent than it had W 
131 L 2 
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although the ſum of 300,000). or 400,0001,, may not, in a 
comparative ſcale with the amount of che extraordinaties in the 
preſent war, appear large, yet, if gentlemen would take ingo 
the account the comparative value of money in thoſe tim 

when conſidered with its preſent value, the Houſe, would per- 
ceive that there was ſomething. more to be deduced than mere 
precedent, and that the preſent extraordinaries might be juſtified 
alſo by the comparative amount of thoſe in the reign of Queen 
Anne. During the adminiſtration of a man whom the hon. 
gentleman u certainly not object againſt, a man of public 
ir and pure patrio.iſm, during the adminiſtration, of Mr. 


Pelham, when the finances of the war were directed by a per- 


ſon who had been trained for other great, eminent, and impor- 
tant ſtations, who filled with honour, dignity, and reſpect the 
chair of Speaker of the | H:uſe of Commons; it would be 
found that during his adminiſtration the expences were paid in 
a way different from that which was expteſsly menticned in the 
act of appropriation, and the miniſters of that day were 
equally juitified by the neceſſity of the public ſervice, He 
did not, however, wiſh to reſt upon the ſilent acquieſcence of 
parliament in the practice of neglecting the letter of the act ſo 
often mentioned: there occurred a marked and particular in- 
ſtance in which he had the recorded judgment of parliament on 
that ſubjet.. The members ot the adm niſtration of thet day 
had a vote of cenſure propoled againſt them tor the payment of 
an extraordinary (ervice, and the vote was propoſed in tetms 
not very different from the reſolutions prupoſed by the honour- 
able gentleman on the preſent day. On the 19th of March, 
1763, during the adminiſtration of Lord Wilmington, notice 
was taken in the account of extraordinaries, of à ſum to the 
amunt of .40,000l. for the purpoſe. of putting the Auſtrian 
troops in motion, under the command of the Due d' Henberg. 
In the motion propoſed to the Houſe, it was ſtated as & a dan- 
gerous miſapplication of the public money, and deſtructive of 
the rights of parliament,” the merits of the motion were not 
then decided on, for the previous queſtion was moved and 
carried on a diviſion. z but the papers were produced to prave 
the importance of the ſervices performed; aud on the loth of 
April, 1744, the motion was again urged, when an amend- 
ment was offered for leaving out the words „ that the expen- 
diture of that ſum was a dangerous milapplicatiou of the pyb- 
lic money,” and ſubſtituting the words that it was aeceflary 
for the common cauſe. 1 he. Houſe divided! upon the original 
queſtion, when the Ayes were 145, and the Nees 250 and the 
'o — — oppolite (Mtr. f — 
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teller for the Ayes. 80 it happened that this practice, which 
the Houſe was now called upon to brand as criminal, had been 
knownevery year, had been. brought forward every year, had 
been avowed and-recogrized every year; the accounts of the 
extraordinaries of the army were preſented, and every gen- 
tleman who voted for them, knew that the act of appropriation 
of the year before muſt have been departed from in the pay- 
ment of them. Would gentlemen pretend to fay, or could 
they have imagined, that the extraordinary ſervice could wait 
for payment until the ſubſequent ſeſhon ? Extraordinaries, 


which conſiſted of Bills of exchange drawn from abroad, - 


payable at a certain time, at the expiration of which they 
muſt - poſitively be diſcharged. If, therefore, for 50 or 60 
years paſt there were extraordinaries incurred, and incurred 
certainly contrary to the letter of the various acts of appro- 
priation which had paſled in that time ; if the Houſe of Com: 


mons had been ſo far a party to thoſe tranſactions, as to ſanc- 


tion them, by their votes, to make good the payment of theſe 
extraordinaries, from the acceſſion of George I. to that day, 
would the honourable gentleman himſelf, if every other 


member in the Houſe was to withdraw, and he was fivgly to 


decide upon the merits of the queſtion, would he deal out juſ- 
tice to the miniſters of the preſent day, by condemning them 
for doing that which parliament had conſtantly and repeatedly 
done? Would he cenſure miniſters,” and not parliament ? 
Would he, inſtead of placing the charge upon the Houſe, lay 
it on thoſe, who thinking, from the practice of parhament, 
that they were juſtified in their af, merely carried meaſures 
into execution which were repeatedly recognized by the legiſ- 
lature ? It might be pretended, that formerly parliament gave 


only a kind of negative aſſent; but when the honourable gen- 


tleman conſide red the report of 1782, made by the com- 


mittee, which ftated the practice of extraordinaries as a grie- 


Vance to the Houſe, from the time of that report, he had a 
right to ftate, that the Houſe had not then tacitly and indirect- 
ly, but directly and expreſsly, by every vote of extraordGinaries 
from that time, recognized the principle of that head of public 
expenditure. | | 1961 

It had alſo been the practice of individuals connected with 
the honourable gentleman (certainly there was an exception 
in reipect to the honourable gentleman himſelt, Who had not 


found it neceflary as yet to ſtate to the Houſe, what he ſhould | 


think it neceſſaty to propoſe in laying on the public burdens, 
and in regulating the expenditure of the different ſervices. ) 
A right honourable gentleman near bim (Mr. Fox), who had 
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once been in office, and now made one of that formidable op- 
poſition ranged over againſt him, knew ſomething of the 
practice of extraordinaries ; he did not mean to ſtate that the 
right honourable gentleman had a ſituation which made him 
particularly reſponſible in the queſtion of finance; but as in 
the preſent motion the honourable gentleman thought ſit · to 
ſhift the charge off his ſhoulders as Chancellor of the Exche-' 
quer, and to place it conjointly on him and his colleagues in 
office, ſo the practice of extraordinaries, on the ſame princi- 
ple, would form a charge againſt that right honourable gentle- 
man whilſt in adminiſtration, though he was not Chancellor 
of the Exchequer. In che general words of the preſent 
motion, he ſaid there was an excets of candour for which the 
honourable gentleman was entitled to his ſincere thanks, as it 
gave him a right to bring the right honourable gentleman, not 
as his judge, but as a witneſs to bear teſtimony on his behalf, 
to prove that in the year 1782, and a great part of the year 
1783, when the two perſons were paymaſters- general who 
brought in the act relating to the pay-office, there were extra- 
ordinaries to the amount of many milhons voted and paid. 
Thus had he a living witneſs of the practice in the perſon of 
his opponents. He had one witneſs, however, more ſingular 
than all the reſt, not a living, ſpeaking authority, but a dumb, 
2 dead one the authority he meant was the act of appropriation 
u(cif z upon tne letter of which the hon. gentleman ſought for his 
condemnation: - Part of that act was, to make good (ſeveral 
millions of extraordinaries. Phe act of appropriation con- 


tained, he ſaid, in the body of it, a ſum to make good defici- 


encies ariſing from the payment of extraordinaries, and there - 
fore that act of parliament which recorded in itfelf the annual 
breach of its On proviſtons, afforded alſo à vindication of 
that practice which was that night ſtated as à crime in his 
majeſty's miniſters, | 2243-169 een e ne 

He had not, however, quite done with acts of parliamennt 
on that queſtion : he would recite in his vindication the Pay- 
Office act, which was brought in by Mr. Burke after the re- 
port of the committee in 1782; and which act was afterwards 
anended by Colonel Barre. The report had ſtated” that the 
practice! of incurring: atmy extraordinaries ought to be put an 


end to; and the act of parliament ſtated the preciſe time, and 


the form, in which the paymaſter-· general was to keep an ace 
count of the extraordinary expences not provided for by par- 


laments: Thus had he ſtated the ſecond act of parliament, 
which proved on the face of it, that there had been extraordĩi- 


uuries. tow then did the queſtion ſtand? He had proved it 
28 to 
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* WOODFALUS PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. fog en., 
to be the practice for above a century of miniſters, living and 


dead; and recognized by the act on which. the charge was 
founded, There was one circumſtance more, he muſt be 


allowed to refer once more to an authority, the ſame. work 


which he had mentioned before, he meant that on. the prece- 
dents of parliament, which had certainly ſtated, in very ſtrong 
terms, the objection to the amount and principle of extraordi- 
naries, In a page of the third yalume of it was ſtated, that 
in the year 1782, the army eſtimates not having been voted 
before Chriſtmas, it was found that the whole credit was ex- 
haufted, and that it would not be poſſible to pay the ſubſiſtence 
of the army for the month of December for that year. It 
was upon mature deliberation and conſultation, judged neceſ- 
ſary that a ſum ſhould be voted upon the army account, in 
order to give the paymaſter of the army a credit, to entitle 
the miniſter, during the receſs, to reſerve it on account of ex- 
traordinaries, and to increaſe the credit of the army. beyond 
what was given for the regular ſervices, as ſtated in the act of 
appropriation, and that was not done ſo much to make good 
the expence which had been incurred as to enable the Exche- 
quer to make advances when neceſſity required.it. He wiſhed, 
he ſaid, that the Houſe Would conſider that uniformly received 
practice, eſtabliſhed hy, and ariſing from a ſeries of tranſ- 
actions. That they would conſider that the material part of 
the act of appropriation , was to provide. for the extent of the 
credit given generally for the army, tather than for the parti- 
cular fab. divitions of the army ſervice in its ſeparate heads. 
Although be admitted that the ſucceſsful and undeniable de- 
fence was the neceſſity of the caſe, yet there were different 
ways in which the practice of extraordinaries had been recog- 
nized, During the firſt ſeven years after bis adminiſtration 
commenced, there was no ſubject in that Houſe which brought 
on more hoſtile debate than the finances ; they were diſc 
on the ſide of thoſe who firſt attacked his opinions, with great 
vigilance and perſeverance. In the years. 1786. and 1791 
particularly, debates aroſe on the peace income and peace ex- 
penditure, and fo far was parliament from ſhutting its eyes to 
the extraordinaries of the army, that in each of the committees 
of thoſe times, there was to be found an eſtimate of ther 
probable amount; they were calculated by one committee to 
ount to 260,000, and by another, to 280, oool. arifing out 
1 the ,extraordinaries, and not prowded. for. by parliament: 
Hor, had one word, ainſt the principle of thaſe extraordina- 
ries been 9 any one of the debates to which he 


alluded. Indeed, the commits of 1782 did not, propole 19 
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aboliſh the principle of extraordinaries, but it regoggized it, 
by p opoling to [nit r Frm it could. It recommended; 


in the, report, that the Houſe ſhould endeayour with as much 


accuracy as poſſible to have an eſtimate of probable extraor- 
dinarles, and to regulate the drafts of governors abroad, and: 
particularly the bills of exchange, which, as he ſtatetl before,, 
formed a great article af extraardinaries ; it, ſtill, however, 
would be'impoffible 6 Ts for every particular caſe, | Mi- 


nilkers b capable of checking theſe drafts and bills by 
2 general regulation; and he Soul undertake to ſay, that 


during the preſent war, every. practicable general regulation 
bad been eſtabliſhed to ſubmit bills of exchange to as many. 
checks 23&polible. od 3 1757) 4 
Mr. Grenville had formerly given inſtructions to the go- 
rernors and commanders abroad to confine them under as ſtrict 
examination as poſſible, but no eſtimate was given in by him 
of probable extraordinaties. The preſent adminiſtration, 
however, went ſurther, they not_only adopted the beneficial. 
regulations of Mr. Grenville, but at much as poſſible com- 
pliedwith'the ſubſtance of the other meaſure recommended by. 
Colonel Barre: he had himſelf in the large votes of credit, 
ſtated the amount of 1 0 extraordinaries. He confeſled, 
that in making ſuch eſtimates, every gentleman was liable to 
be miſtaken in his calculations and expectations; nay, he was 
ſotry to find in a recent inſtance, that he had met in that reſpe& 
with'a conſiderable diſappointment ; from the nature of the 
thing, however, that muſt happen when men endeavoured to 
make praviſion beforr hand for the extraordinat ies to be 
incurred.” He had heard it ſtated, as one of the articles o 
charge agrinff him, that he bad thought proper conſtantly ta 
propoſe à vote of credit to a greater amount than had been 
hitherto Foted by patliament ; what was that but a compliance 
with the regulations propoſed by Cologel Barre, to endeavours 
as there was foreſeen a necellity for extraordinaries to a large 
amount, to effimate this probable amount. He found it ne- 
cellary'ro make olle obſervation reſpecting the bills of ex- 
change'Which be had before mentioned.” Gentlerhen mul 1 
Ay Bog attended and guided entirely by the local regu 
1 the Various places they were draw at, and, there- 
fore, that he was not able to eſtimate them with. precifion, 
Coalthiirly He charge of oer propaſing fall etimarcs, a 
mounted only to the charge of having failed where no man i 
his hes Eculd pretend to. be accurate. One principle cau 
of accuracy Koe on the high price of proviſions ; whic 
proveUtwo'thidgs'; Yr 41 e expences were neceflar 
2 7 0 30 he extent; an 
Vox. IV. 1796. 3E I ſecondly, 
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ſecondly, chat it was impoſſible to foreſee the evil, ſo as to give 
a correct eſtimate to che public, Ihe only thing then that 
remained, was to diminiſh the extraordinarics as tar as could 
be done, by a moderate probable computation, and keey no- 
thing wilfully back from the public. As a proof that he had 
done ſo, he appealed to the votes of credit which he had puſhed 
to an extent-unexampled in any other atminiftration. He had 
endeavoured to provide for ſuch parts of the expenditure as had 
been foreſeen. The only way in which he could have pre- 
vented the probability ot deficiency, would be, if the Houle 
had thought proper to grant a vote of credit ſo much beyond 
the amount of probable extraordinaries, as to take care that 
the proyiſion muſt be beyond the ſervices, and not to leave 
it poſſible for the ſervice to exceed the proviſion. But wha: 
would be the wiſdom and policy of ſuch a meaſure ? If he had 
gone to the outſide of a probable eſtimate, there would be pro- 
vided a dead fund, manifeſtly to the injury of the public; and 
even though that ſhould be done, after all the eftimates had 
been voted, and that the accounts were alſo kept to the day, 
all the eſtimates could not be paid. While he appealed to the 
practice of his predeceſſors, as 2 juſtification for incurring ex- 
traordinaries, he declared, he did not mean to deny that they had 
greatly exceeded their eſtimate; he allowed, that partly from 
a fluctuation in the prices of various articles, partly from th: 
impoſſibility. ef foreſeeing many-expences which he afterwards 
found ĩt neceſſary to incur, and partly, he was ready to allow, 
from the errors of his calculation, there were left above the 
eſtimate large and heavy extraordinaries, and he not only felt 
it himſelf. as a diſappointment; but it might alſo be ſtated: a5 
matter of diſappointment to the Houſe and to the public. 
He next came to the compatiſon of the amount of extraor- 
dinaries unprovided for by parliament, as incurred in the pre- 
ſent war and in the American wur. The honourable gentlc- 
man had declared them to be greater than thoſe of any other 
war that was ever known. Two teaſons, the extent of the 
war abroad, and the dearneſs of proviſions at home, he had 
given, Why they ſhould be ſo. Cerrainly the vote of credit 
muſt be dedutted from the cxtraordinaries in the płeſent war, 
becauſe they were ſoreſeen and proyided for; that formed a 
great deduction, Te taxes were alſo funded befote- hand for 
the loan of exchequer bills. I here was another ſum to be 
deducted: in the ealculation of the peace eſtabliſument by the 
committee; he had already mentioneti that 280, oool. was the 
ſum named as the probable extraordinaries ; that ſum, he con- 
tended, was: foreſeen: alſo by parliament, aud he had d ri phe > 
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deduct ſo much yearly during the war. If, therefore, ſubje 
to all thoſe deductions, the extraordinaries were calculated 
fairly, they would amount to the ſum of 4,600,0001. only 
during the preſent war z and as all the extraordinaries of Ss 
American war were wholly incurred without the previous 
conſent of parliament, they might be ſtated to amount to 
loo, Ol. excluſive of the votes of eredit, for there were 
ſome votes of ccedit, though he did not reckon their amount. 
There was therefore a balance in favour of the preſent war, 
and againſt the American war, of 44500,000t incurred in 
extraordinaries. This was a ſtatement which he had a right 
to make, when he was charged with incurring an enormous 
{um in extraordinar ĩes beyond the example of all former wars, 
without the conſent of parliament. Having taken leave of 
the extraordinaries of the army, he would make a few ſhote 
compariſons, in the other ſervices. In the - courſe of the 
preſent conteſt, it had been his practice to anticipate as much 
as poſſible all the ſetvices to their ſull amoumt. During the 
years of the Ametican war, there were in navy and ordnance 
Bills, Ta, oo, ol. incurred without the authority of pan 
llament; and not only incurred without the previous conſent 
of parliament, but not made good at the end of each year; * 
whereas the practice had been, in the preſent war, to antiet-: 
pate as much of the expences as poſſible, or to make them 
good at the end of the year, and not to leave them as à total 
delicieney at the end of the war. be total amount of the 
deficiency of the navy and army, and of the unptovided of 
me ordnance, amounted in the three years of the preſent war 
o 16 or 17, oo, oool. and in the American wary the defi- 
diencies of, theſe three: fervices amounted to the enormous 
um of. 23,900,000 and yet he heard it ſtated, that he had 
gone beyond all former times in the extraordinaries. He had, 
be ſaid ſhewu that he had endeavoured to prevent extraor- 
dinaries from being incurrod, and had provided for thoſe which 
had been poſſible to eſtimate; he had alſo ſtated, that the higii 
price of proviſions was one cauſe, among others, of his not 
being able to foreſee all the extraordinaries ; he did not there- 
fore ſind t necaſſary to ſay more upon that part of the ſub- 
jecd. He truſted that he had fully proved to the complete 
ntigſaction of the Houſe, that the extraordinaties could not 
dave been defrayed by any other means than thoſe to which it 
had been found neceſſary to have recourſe. He viewed the 
amy money in the light of à current fund; und it chüld 
not be controvetted, that the deman is. of the ourrent y 
were to he provided lor in tian as the ſam for ex 
1% be 3E 2 dinaries 
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dinaries came into the Exchequer, and therefore he conceived, 
hat no deviation from the principle could be implied in any 
inſtance which the honourable gentleman had mentioned, 
further than the conſtant practice warranted; 7 
Nie next came to confider the Act for the regulation of the 
-pay-officers, 'the violation of which had been fo vehement!y 
urged: the ſpirit of that Act related to the iſſuing of Bills by 
the Paymaſter-General, and which the honourable gentleman 
contended ſhould be iſſued by the Bank of England; when the 
honourable gentleman talked of the information which he de- 
clared he had received from a perſon in office, he either could 
not have underſtood the nature of that information, or if he 
had, he did not reafon on it in a uſt and coneluſive manner. 
Tbe fact was, that the warrant was ſtrictly conformable to 
the letter and ſpirit of the act of parliament. The Bank was 
to keep open a caſn aceount under the direction of the Paymaſtet 
General, and it was generally underſtood, that the Bank 
would never chatge themſelves with any thing but caſh. In 
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cConſequence of that idea; when the ex bills were iſ- 
_ ſued by warrant, and came into the Bank, they ſent one of their 
-officers to acquaint the Paymaſter, that they could not, ac- 
Cording to their ſyſtem,” receive them as caſh. The Bi!) 
were, therefore, diſpoſed of by the Paymaſter-General, not ſor 
the pur poſes of profit, but merely as a matter of neceſſit). 
Some time after, his right honourable friend near bim 
[Mr. Steele) propoſed to the Bank an arrangement, by which 
_ "the Bank were to take the Bills as eaſh: to that arrangement 
the Bank had acceded. Such was the exact ſtate of the tranſ- 
Action, on which fo much cenſure had been laviſhed, and be 
ſhould leave it to the candour of the Houſe to decide, with 
What juſtice any blame could attach to a meaſure completely 
unforeſeen and unavoidable. There had been in no point of 
view the {lighteſt deviation from the meaning of the act, and 
1 4 uf 7 of the Paymaſter was entitled to conſiderable 
pra e enen e ENTS 1G 9. bt rag 
le next came to another charge contained in the refolutions 
of the honoutable gentleman, ' which went to criminate his 
Misjeſty's miniſters for deviating from the letter of the act; 
but if he were to be condemn! by the letter of the act, he 
was perfectly warranted in ſaying, that it could not, in the leaſt, 
apply to him. There was not one word to be found in it, 
which directed that the payments ſhould be made on a parti- 
cular day, therefore — deviation: from the ſtrict letter could 
not be inferred (Mr. Grey here by u geſture expreſſed his diſ- 
= eee The honourable gentleman; Eontinued the Chancellor 
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of the-Exchequer, ſeems to be ſhocked at the argument I have 
juſt uſed; and appears to think that the equity of the act ſhauld 
be alone conſidered. Thus when he finds he can no 
maintain his propoſitions on the letter of the act, which he 
now confiders as a ground no longer te nable, he has recourte 
to the equity of it ; and yet the honourable-gentleman denies 
me the uſe of the ſpirit or the letter, juſt as it ſuits his own 
occaſion.” A cry of bear ! hear] The Chancellor of the 
Exchequer declared, that he only made uſe of this mode of 
reaſoning to ſhew the fallacy of the honourable gentleman's 
arguments; he did not however mean to preſs it, or take any 
advantage of the weakneſs of them, he ſhould+therefore direct 
his obſervations to an occurrence of a more material nature. 
The act of-partiament certainly direRed-the Paymaſter-Ge- 
neral to form his memorials in the names of the pet ſons who 
were intereſted in them, and — 3 of the 
day of pa t being omitted, as ſpeciſied by the act, he 
ſhould 2 8 the Paymaſter had no knowledge of 
the perſons intereſted; it was conſequently evident, that the 
memorials could not have been made out exactly againſt the 


poſitive citcumſtances, at leaſt excuſeable with reſpect to the 
ſpirit of the act. | Nt: rte A 
The honourable 
to another objection, that when the memorials were preſented 
for payment, tle Treaſury had not, according to the direction 
ol the ſtatute, comphed- with the demands of the parties in- 
tereſted. To that, he truſted,” he could give an anſwer, 
which even to the -honourable gentleman himſelf would ap- 
pear ſatisfactory. He grounded it on the plea of neceſſity: 
for at the time when the memorials were preſented for payment, 
there was no money in the Treaſury Perhaps however the 
honourable gentleman would not be ſatisfied with that anſwer, 
which might impteis conviction on the moſt ſtubbotn mind,; 
and aſk, why the Ireaſury had not provided the proper ſums of 
money to anſwer demands which they knew were to be made 
on them? He ſhould! anſwer that queſtion, by pleading the 
ſſatements which he had formerly made on the ſame. ſubject, 
and he ſhould take the liberty of adverting to them once 
more: The exttaordinaries were, it could not be denied, of 
ſuch à natufe, that it could n6t- be foreſeen to what ſum they 
might exactly amount ; if they conſequentſy exceeded any ſum 
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liſnment 4hoſe ſums. which were; necefiary,. for, defraying 
them. Ile declared he | felt. bimſelf juſtiſied in ſtating 
theſe. iconfiderations even in 4 ſtronger manner, as the 
extraordinaties were not only untfoteſeen, but the preciſe time 
of their payment could not be aſcertained 3 it was abſolutely 
neceſſary, however, that they ſhould he diſcharged preciſely on 
the day when the bills of exchange drawn for that purpoſe be- 
came due. Haw then was it poſſibſe to make that punctual pro- 
viſion, the want of which had been ſo much cenſured, for ſums 
which could. not be pte viouſlyaſcertamed, and at a time which 
could not be exattly foreſeen, without taking from the eſtab- 
liſhment, or the money voted on eſtimate, thoſe ſums which 
it became indiſponſibly requſite to apply to that purpoſe ? Tbe 
ſubſiſtence monej had been regularly iſſued on the 24th of each 
month z the half pay had been attended to, as well as all ar- 
ticles of a compaſſionste ſort, and every claim which related to 
arrears in general. Whether the deficiency which took place 
in the eſtabliſſunent, occaſioned by the neceſhty of providing 
for extraordinaries, ſhould bave fallen on the half- pay, Chelſea, 
or the ſtaff, was the queſtion, which appeared peculiarly enti- 
tled to conſideration . It ſeemed but fair and guſt. that if any 
claſs of men were/gampelled to ſuffer any temporary inconve- 
nieuce, from the unavoidable exceſhb of exttraordinarics, and 
which of courſe diminiſhed the ſums voted on eſtimate tor, the 
Years it ſhould be that £lais which were from. their peculiar 
lituation beſt able to ſupport it. Nor could there be any doubt 
in coalideting the ſituation of the officer on half- pay, Chelſen 
hoſpital, and the ſtaff - officers, Which ought to be paid, and 
from which payment ought in ſuch a caſe to be withheld, It 
could not be ſuppoſed, that officers on the ſtaf were in the 
ſame want of thoſe ſums which were abſolutely neceſſary to the 
maintenance of the other claſſes. When therefore the money 
voted ot the ſet vice of the ſtaff Was withheld, it was done 
upon the faireſt and moſt equitable principles, and cauld net 
be productive of any eſſential diſtte s. 
The honourable, gentlewan had, however, contended, 
that an equal diviſion was not made for all the branches of 
ſervice, and had aſked, Why Were they bot all paid alike? 
Was it not ſufficient to ſay, that it was impoſbble to provide 
for extraordinaries which could not be foreſeen, and the 
amount oſ which it was impoſſihle to aſcertaint He would 
80 farther, and ſtate, that it was impaſſible to aſcettain or 
met tho public expences, hy ways and ungans, huwawer large, 
it haing aut of the power and judgment of the en 
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n exact opinion of what their amount might be. Ir could 
not be juſtly ſaſd; what the ſtate of wwe konſtidsted fund Would | 
be, what ſums the bank of England might agree to advance 
for the/exigencits of the public, or what che Wan would pro- 
quce. If, therefore, all the important points could not de 
known to the Houſe, as well as the exact time at Hh they 
were to operate, was it any reproach to the treaſury," that they 
were not able to foreſee ĩimpoſſibilities, or afcertait Ways and 
means which, in their nature, were anaſcertdinable ? It mould 
alſo be conſidered, that the extraordinaries were indiſpenſible 
branches of the public ſervice, which could not be carried on 
without the moſt rigid punctuality in the payment of them. 
In the courſe of his ſpeech, the honourable gentleman had 
touched on one head, though he had not thought proper to 
gtound any charge on it. He ſhould therefore ſay a few words 
on the ſubject of that head, hich related to the application of 
the vote of credit to paſt ſervices, and which the honourable 
gentleman conſidered as a'proceeding for which his majeſty”s* 
miniſters expoſed themſelves to blame.” In direct oppoſition: 
to the honourable gentleman, he would maintain, that the 
application of the vote of eredit to paſt ſervices, was not only”. 
proper but juſt and neceſſary. Did the honourable gentleman 
mean to ſay, that the army mon- y was not to be uſed for ex 
traordinaries, and did he propoſe to eſtabliſh it as a true pro- 
poſition, that the exchequer bills were to be diſpoſed” of, and 
paid at a great loſs, for the purpoſe of coming within the act of 
parliament? If that was his meaning, by ſuch a ſyſtem,” the 
publick would ſuffer in a moſt material way, for government 
could not, according to that ſtatement, diſpoſe of money then 
in their hands, for the payment of extraordinaries, while, to 
the vaſt prejudice of the public intereſt, they would be obliged 
to part with exchequer bills at a conſiderable loſs, and that to 
anſwer the very purpoſe for which they had already in their” 
poſſeſſion ſufficient ſums of money. Did the honourable gen- 
tleman call that meaſure economy? and was that conduct a 
part of his plan for the public retrenchment? tan: od 
He next came to the charge of falſetwod' in the diſpoſition 
paper of the public —— which the honourable gemlema 
had fo ſtrongly urged. There had never been, he muintatmed 
tom the acceiſion to the preſent moment, any diſpoſition paper 
laid on the table of the Houſe, Which was not equally able 
to the fame charge as that brought for ward by the honourable - 
gentleman” againſt the preſerſeiſpolition- piper; of den 
parliament,” In all that period the fame kind of paper hadibeet 
laid before the Houſe” of Commons, without any variation. 
21 8 Gentlemen 
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Gentlemen would, therefore, judge with what juſtice, with 
what conſiſtency the . honourable gentleman. could make 2 
charge againſt. miniſters. of wiſhing to deceive parliament ; a 
charge which was.merely grounded on the production of a paper 
which had, from the acceflion to the preſent moment, been fur. 
niſhed preciſely in the ſame manner and form. The paper had 
been ſigned during the preſent reign, by Mr. Speer, the cletk 
of. the. revenue, a gentleman of great reſpeQability, and was 
laid on the table of the Haule, as a matter of courſe; and fo 
little did he conceive it to be an object of any conſequence, that 
be had not at any time mentioned a word on the. ſubject matter 
of it to the geutleman whoſe office it was to ſigu it. If, there - 
tore, the honourable. gentleman conſidered the a8 guilty 


ol falſehood, he truſted that the honourable gentleman's can- 


dour would acquit him (the Chancellor of the Exchequer) of 
any ſhare in that weighty, charge. But the paper, unfortu- 
nately . for. the honourable gentleman, happened to . farm a 
principal foundation of his charges. It ed to involve 
a ſubject of great and mien concern; it had, no doubt, been 
read by ſome of the molt attentive members in the Houſe ; it 
was equally true, however, that it bad been read by ſame of 
the moſt inattentive ; and he was perſuaded he could prove, 
that the honourable, gentleman had not, with all that attention 
for, Which he Was diſtinguiſhed in financial conſideratious, 
ad it himſelf. The honourable gentleman had ſet out with 
claring that the ſtatements contained in the paper were fal - 
ac 72 and calculated to miſlead the judgment of parliament ; 
but it ſo happened that there was not one word reſpeRing any 
parucular ſtatement to be found in any part of it. That ſuch 
Was the caſe he would undertake to prove, even to the ſatisfac - 
ion of the honourable gentleman himſelf, who would therefore 
obliged to abandon one of his chief, but ill - choſen grounds 
of attacx. The title of the diſpoſition. paper was in itſelf a re- 
futation of what had been urged on the {trength of it. It was 
an account of the ſums of money expended tor the public ſer- 
vices in the year 4795, to March: 1796, and as diſpoſed un- 
ger che ſeveral! heads. It was liable to be taken in two ſenſes: 
e lürſt Was, with regard to the items reipeRively applied, and 
2. the, honourable gentleman took it. But there was alle 
auother, interpretation to which, it was ſubject, and the ho- 
nourable gentleman would find that it contained a diſt iuct ſtate- 
ment of the various heads of ſervice which uſually ccutred in 
public accounts, ſuch as navy, orduance, land forces, &. &. 
It was, unqueſlionably true, that it too wotice of every atm ef 
expcace and drew a total of the Whole under the, cdu of 
Nn. oss 6 s Us Mexygt ba! bnsin 21083 
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the ſums paid. The honourable gentleman had not however, 
with his uſual acuteneſs, obſerved that he had only mentioned 
the items in terms, for, unhappily for that very mate- 
rial part of his charge on which he ſo much relied, inſtead of 
any ſums being ſtated or annexed to the items, there were only 
to be found oppoſite to them perfect blanks. Such then was 
the ground on which the honourable gentleman had thought 
proper to bring part of his charge, and ſuch was the hiſtory of 
that paper, which had aftorded ſuch ill- founded comments z 
which had then been made out and laid on the table as a matter 
of courſe, and reſpecting which the unvaried regulation had 
been followed for near a century. But if even the honourable 
gentleman had been as ſuccetsful as his wiſhes led him to 
think he would have been, in eſtabliſhng the falſehood of the 
paper, it certainly would not have followed that he (Mr. Pitt) 
was implicated in guilt, 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer coneluded by obſerving, | 


that though he might not have much to expect from the can- 
dour of the honourable gentleman, he had every reliance on 
the candour and convichon of the Houle. Fn 
Mr. Fox ſaid, he knew not what character the miniſter 
would allow him for candour, but he was under the neee 
of ſpeaking upon the queſtion before the-Houſe, and he ſhould 
ſpeak as he felt, as was his cuſtom. He had liſtened as atten- 
tively as he could to a very able ſpeech delivered by the right 
honourable gentleman. What ſtruck him firſt, upon reviewing 
that ſpeech was, that the miniſter had made great exertions 
where there was the leaſt occaſion for exertion, in poſht of 
real argument. Where his honourable friend (Mr. Grey) had 
dwelt the leaſt, and touched on points as being merely inci- 
dental, there the miniſter had been the moſt elaborate in his 
anſwer. Where his honourable friend had been the moſt for- 
eible, there the miniſter had been the leaſt explicit. The truth 
of this matter was, the right honourable gentleman had faid 
much on points which required but little, and very little on 
thoſe which required a good deal. The right honourable gen- 
tleman, however, had been very methodica], and he ſhould en- 
deavour to follow him in the order he had adopted. I he part 
on which the right honourable gentleman was the moſt ſuc- 
ceſsful, was, that which went ſimply to ſtate, that the whole 
which had heen done by adminiſtration, againſt the letter of 
the law, was the reſult of neceſſity. On this he had juſtified 
the whole of his extraordinaries, on the extent of which his ho- 
nourable friend had ſpoken ſo ably this day. Now, if any 
Vox. IV. 1196. 3 F gentleman 


ſums. granted, and then gave ſeparately the ſums głanted and 


, 
p 
\ 
* 1 
4 
4 
* 24 
Re” ; ” 
1 
4 - ; 
#1 
T3 * 
1 
'F b 
; 
= xe 
: - 
: 
i — 
, 1 
- 5 
1 
A 
4 © 7 
4 1 j 
"= 
3 
1 
l , 
1 5 
= 
2 
U 
14 44 
6 } 
4 
4 0 
438 
: ' 
1 
4 
* 


e — —j ͥ ↄ— ṹ — ——ͤ— — — 
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gentleman had heard the ſpeech of the miniſter that night, with- 
out hearing that of his honourable friend, that was to fay, 
whoever had heard the defence, without hearing the accuſation, 
would have thought that the accuſation was merely the incur. 
ring of any extraordinaries at all, not that they had been in- 
curred improvidently, or that they had been withheld impro- 
perly from the Houſe, or that when incurred or provided for, 
the money voted for them had not been appliedto their diſcharge, 


On army extraordinaries he would firſt ſay, in a general way, 


that, to a certain degree, they were evils unavoidable. He 
ſaid this without diffidence, becauſe extraordinaries had been 
recognized. by the Houſe of Commons, preciſely under the 
deſcription which he was then giving of them. The miniſter 
himſelf had in his ſpeech of that day admitted extraordinaries to 
bean evil, but had contended that they were neceſſary. This was 
the anſwer which he gave to that part of the charge, although 
by what he had faid, he had admitted them to be, to a certain 


degree, contrary to the principles of our conſtitution. He 


muſt therefore contend, that theſe practices, which partook of 
an unconſtitutional nature, ought to be avoided as much as poſ- 
ſible in our executive government in its future arrangements, 
The right honourable gentleman maintained, that if the ex- 
pences of the year exceeded what the executive government 
had foreſeen, and that in matters which required immediate 
payment, we muſt pay that ſervice which has that neceſſary 
demand upon us; and when that neceſſity demands it, we 
muſt fo far obey the act of appropriation. Undoubtedly this 
would always appear'to be true, if it was to argued generally, 
as tlie miniſter was pleaſed to argue it now: and this fort of 
argument would be applicable to any other law, as well as 
the appropriation act, inevitable neceſſity being an anſwer 
to every thing. This, certainly, taken in its full extent, 
would apply to any act of parliament, as well as the appropti- 
ation act. It would, in ſhort, apply to every thing as a gene- 
ral rule, and only be ſubject to ſome particular exceptions, 
as moſt general rules are. | 
The right honourable gentleman had alluded to the caſe 
which was Cebated in the year 1743 or 1744, where the 
Houſe of Commons had inquired into the diſpoſition of 40,000!. 
and how far that was, or was not, a deviation from the 
duty of the executive government to make the appro- 
priation which they did of that money; whether there was 
ground for cenſuring adininilt:ation? and that upon that 


queſtion the Houſe of Commons had determined, that this 


conduct of executive government was deſerving of PR 
ae) e 
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ſtead of cenſure. No doubt of the regularity of that determi- 
nation of the Houſe of Commons, nay, he would go farther, 
and ſay, that had he been a member of that Houſe at that time, 
he believed he ſhould have voted in the majority upon that 
occaſion, What principle did the agitation of that queſtion 
inculcate? It ſhewed to us this, that 145 members of the 
Houſe of Commons of that day, thought that the ſlighteſt devi- 
ation from the letter of the appropriation a& ' deſerved to be 
cenſured; and here he could not help obſerving, that the mi- 
niſter ſeemed to think that he was ſpeaking ad hominem to him, 
when he told him that perſon for whoſe. memory he had, as he 
ought to have, great eſteem and gratitude (his father), voted 
in the majority. To which he could only anſwer, that he 
believed the right honouravle gentleman would find on exami- 
nation, that another perſon equally entitled to the eſteem and 
gratitude of that right honourable gentleman (the late eatl of 
Chatham), voted in the minority in the ſame diviſion, and 
therefore thought that it was proper to cenſure miniſters-for 
applying this money, even on that occaſion, contrary to the 
proviſions of the appropriation act. But what was the accuſa- 
tion here? not that the payment of a particular Bill drawn 
ſhould not be made, when that became neceſſary for the ſer- 
vice; that his honourable friend was incapable of mak 
ing, or if he did, Mr. Fox ſaid, he was ſure he would reſiſt 
it; but that the extraordinaries had for à long time been ſtu- 
diouſly concealed from the Hauſe, when the miniſters ought 
to have ſtated them, becauſe they knew them. It had been 
ſtated, that by a book, which he admired as much as an 

one did, and alſo by the report of a committee of that Hou 

in 1782, the extraordinaries of the American war were cen- 
lured. They certainly were ſo. The right honourable gen. 


tirman had ſtated that the extraordinaries were very great ia 


t1at war, and that adminiſtration could not now be blamed 
tor theſe extraordinaries, any more than they were at that time, 
Upon this, he muſt obſerve; that the cate was widely diffe- 
rent between the condition of that adminiſtration and the pre- 
lent, However deſirable it might be to put an end to extra- 
ordinaries at that moment, it was abſolutely impoilible. Wag 
the caſe the ſame with the right honourable gentleman? Ia. 
dignant as he profeſſed to be at the amount of theſe extraordi- 
naries, and violent as he was at the adminiſtration which had 
carried them to ſuch an extent; coming into power upon 
tele principles, and preſiding in the government of country 


during m ſe ven years of peace, one would have naturally ex- 


pedled that in this particular at leaſt, there would have beer 
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ſome radical reform; inſtead of which the preſent miniſter lavs 
before parliament accounts of extraordinary expences Which 
far exceed any that were ever incurred by his predeceſſors. 
The right honourable gentleman had talked of our extraordi- 
naries being no more than 4,000,000). in three years. The 
fact was, they exceeded that amount in this very year; and 
upon this part of the ſubject the right honourable gentleman 
had made for himſelf deductions which he did not allow in his 
calculations to lord North. Mr. Fox ſtated the ſums, to illuſ- 
trate his obſervation. | 

He next proceeded to obſerve that the miniſter had that day 
defended himſelf by referring to the American war, the prac- 
tice of which they had all reprobated, and the right honour- 

able gentleman moſt of any; this was a little ä but 
however, ſo it was, and the Houſe would do well to abſerve 
it. The right honourable gentleman” had taken up conſide- 
Table time upon this, and he was forry he had imitated him in 
that reſpect, for the point was too clear to require much ar- 
gument. The great matter to be explained was, how did it 
Happen that when the Houſe had voted ſums for extraordina- 
ries, that theſe ſums were not applied to the purpoſes for 
which the Houſe thought they were intended? That the 
ſervices were not paid tor as provided? He wiſhed to know 
why they were delayed after they were provided for? He 
wiſhed to know in particular why the payment of the clothing 
of the army had been ſo long delayed, and that contrary to 
the expreſs direction of the act of parliament paſſed for that 
-antipols? Why! the honourable gentleman would ſay, be- 
cauſe money allowed for that purpoſe was applyed neceſſarily 
to other ſervices. Surely, however, that complaint ſhould 
not have exiſted an hour after the vote of the next, which in- 
cluded all theſe allowances, and made up all theſe deficiencies: 
How did the miniſter anſwer this? By acknowledging a ſyſ- 
tem which tended to bring our finances into a ſtate of greater 
_ confuſion than any man in this country ever thought of before. 
The ſyſtem of the right honourable gentleman was, that new 
votes for old demands ſhould, at the diſcretion of the execu- 
tive government, be applied to the diſcharge of ſtill newer de- 

mands, ſo that to the uncertainty of the application of mone 
voted by parliament, there was to be no end. How was it 
poſſible to come to any clearneſs in practice upon fuch a fy(- 
tem? What excuſe could there be made for ſuch confuſion ? 
Why not apply money in general to the purpoſe for which it 
was ſpecifically voted? | The extraordinaries were generally 
yvoted early in the ſeſſion. At leaſt he was entitled to _ 
ny 
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why we did not pay off arrears of former years, for which 
ſums had been ſpecifically voted? 

To put this point in another way, the avnifier ſhould heres 
after candidly declare, that although he called on parliament to 
vote a ſum of money for a particularly deſcribed purpoſe, that 
he nevertheleſs meant to apply it to another. He heart: 
(wiſhed that there might come a ſyſtem by which they ſhould 
underſtand directly what it was they were doing. That, if 
neceffary, the Houſe might vote ſo much occaſionally for the 
deficiency of ſupply of each preceding year under that head 
ſpecifically. Although this would appear extraordinary, he 
could not help thinking it would be @ conſiderable improve- 
ment in the mode of tranſacting the buſineſs of the public. 
They would then annually ſez how much the preceding year 
was deficient; and clearneſs was eflential in the tranſacting of 
buſineſs. T hat, therefore, inſtead of voting any extraordi- 
naries, there ſhould be voted ſums to ſatisfy all demands for 
ſervices, the payments of which had not been fulfilled on ac- 
eount (to make uſe of a favourite expreſſion of the miniſter) 
of the diverſion of former ſervices, It would be better to do 
fo at once, for that in ſubſtance, although not in letter, they 
had been a long time doing. That would not be a more ſub- 
ſtantial diſobedience to the law than the preſent practice, and 
it would be accompanied by the advantage of being more 
intelligible to the public. 

On what principle was it, that inſtead of ſettling our 
arrears, they leſt thoſe arrears ſtanding on account of the 
neceſſity of ſettling new demands? Let them ſee to what 
this practice would lead. The miniſter ſaid that new demands 
were often more urgent than arrears. Granted. The vote 
of credit was exhauſted, Theſe new demands might be ſtated 
to the Houſe, and then they ſhould provide for them as they 
occurred, inſtead of poſt poniug the payment of arrears, inflead 
of diſtreſing thoſe who acculed t bete of that ſhameful and 
ſcandalous mode of conduct. Theſe arrears fell heavy on the 
perſons to whom they were due firſt; afterwards on the exocu- 
tive government, and finally heavy on the maſs of the people, 
who muſt bear the whole ot their load eventually. If ſome regu- 
lation be not adopted upon this, where were they to end ? 
The miniſter ſaid, that theſe were extraordinary ſervices for 
which it was necellary to appropriate money in preference to 
other ſervices of laſt year. If the fact were fo, he muſt ab- 
lerve, that, unleſs ſome regulation be made of this, new ſer- 
vices yours n u ery ſo that the ns of Com- 
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mons, or the people, could never know that the money was 
applied to the purpoſes for which the law. required. it to be 
applicd.  Belides the perpetual confuſion which ſuch arrange- 
ments mult produce in our accounts, how is parliament to 
know where this ſyſtem may end? We may go on perpetu- 
ally contracting debt, and perpetually voting extraordinaries 
for paſt deficiencies, but which are applied to new demands, 
leaving always the arrears unpaid. | 
Having faid ſo much upon the violation of the appropriation 
act, he came next to the conſideration of the paymaſters' act; 
he contended it had alſo been moſt poſitively and unneceſſarily 
broken. If the Bank would not receive the exchequer bills, 
which it was admitted they had a right to reject, Why did not 
government iſſue money in another way for the purpoſe for 
which theſe bills were iſſued? They afterwards, it ſeems, 
came to ſome arrangement with the Bank; but ſuppoſing that 
this arrangement; had never taken place, tay what ſituation 
would they have been reduced? Had the Bank, or had it not 
a right to refuſe theſe Bills? They certainly had. They did 
refuſe them for ſome time, the . conſequence of which was a 
breach of the act of parliament, And if this arrangement 
had never taken place, they would have been preciſely in the 
ſituation of doing for a longer time, what they actually did 
for a ſhort time, and then the inconyvenience to the public 
would have been prodigious. 7 
He then came to the diſpoſition paper, on which the right 
honourable gentleman admitted there was much explanation to 
be made. He was right in admitting that, there certainly was 
much to be explained. He had ſiſtened, however, very atten- 
tively to what the miniſter called an explanation of that ſub- 
ject, and he muſt confeſs that he did not hear any thing that 
appeared to him to excuſe or paliate the miniſter's conduct 
upon the ſubject; of what was in itſelf a breach of a poſitive 
law without a juſt cauſe for it. It was ſaid, that it had been 
the conſtant practice of the Houſe to violate the appropriation 
act. That a committee had reported its diſapprobation of the 
breach of that act, but that as parliament had never done any 
thing againſt the mode of appropriating. money to the di- 


charge of the extraordinaries from time te time, they ſeemed 


by that ſilence to admit there was no poſſibility of preventing 
the abuſe. He would not then queſtion. the validity of that 
reaſoning. He owned, however, it appeared to him to be at 


Jeaſt doubtſul. It ſeemed to him to be a little haſty, to ſaß 
parliament has made no lau againſt this, practice, with 
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regard to extraordinaries, and that therefore they did not diſ- 
approve of the practice. But when parliament had declared, 
as decidedly they had done, that it was contrary to the prin- 
ciples of the conftitution, they muſt be ſuppoſed at leaſt to 
think that the exiſting laws were ſufficient, if properly in- 
forced, to remedy the evil. But, ſaid the right honourable 
gentleman, parliament, by making no proviſion to prevent 
theſe extraordinaries enccoaching on the appropriation act, 
ſhewed they connived at it. He would grant the minifter the 
whole force of this argument. If parliament were of this ſenti- 
ment, the more force there muſt be in the acts which they had 
really paſſed, and which were declaratory of their ſentiments 
on this ſubject, becauſe thole who connive at ſome abuſes” 
muſt ſurely be well convinced of others before they prohibit 
them. Thus by relying on what they had not done, the right 
honourable gentleman had given double weight to what they 
had done in the way of prohibition, What had they faid on 
me cloathing ot the army? When parliament deſpaired, if 
te miniſter pleaſed, of adopting any genera} regulation 
222in{t extraordinaries, they declared certain things mult be 
done, and ordered a ſtrict and liberal obſervance with regard 
to the cloathing of the army. For this purpoſe they directed 
the paymaſter to make certain memorials at certain times; 
that he ſhould draw ſuch and fuch Bills, and that payments 
ſhoula be made on certain ſtated times. The miniſter ſtated 
pon this point (to ſhew he could ſtate ſomething on that ſub- 
ect) that this was not a charge on the treaſury, not on him in 
ais official ſituation. To this he would obſerve that his hon. 
friend (Mr. Grey) did not complain of him particularly, but 
of miniſters generally, upon this ſubject, and therefore there 
was nothing in the diftin@tion of the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer, upon that point, Here, however, he muſt complain 
againſt the miniſters who every day acted contrary to law, 
and that not a law made at a time when the ſubject of it was 
not well underſtood. The miniſter ſaid, that this was an act 
with which it was impoſſible to comply ; that it required a 
memorial to be preſented when that is impoſſible. Be it fo. 
That it required the payment of money when it was not in 
te poſſeſſion of executive government. Be it ſo. But it was 
an act of parliament framed when the right honourable gen- 
ue man was himſelf a member of that Houſe, and active in the 
pating of the act, (although that was not material.) But 
this was not an old act of parliament, formed when the buſi- 
nels of the executive government was not underſtood, as it is 
dy his majeſty's miniſters. It was a modern act of parlia- 
ment 
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ment to prevent thoſe, very abuſes which he contended; not to 
be within the ſpirit of the appropriation a&t. When: the mi. 
niſter conſidered the ſupply of the year, ought he not to take 
care he had conſidered the law of the country?  Ought he not 
to obſerve the poſitive injunctions of an act of parliament 
which he himſelf took a ſhare in framing? Or was this all? 
What were they to ſay of an act of parliament that was made 
fo as to be impoſſiblz to be obeyed, or its proviſions complied 
with ? Did the miniſter lay that the proviſions of this act were 
difñ cult in times of war! That it was an act of parliament, 
in which it was impoſſible to proceed at all times? Did the 
miniſter come to the Houſe, and complain of an act of his 
own making? Did he complain that it was wholly impracti- 
cable in time of war? That it was the time for which it was 
principally made? What reaſon had the miniſter to complain 
of this inſtead of complying with it? In the years 1794 and 
1795, he did not comply with it. He ſeemed to leave the 
act as a monument of the ine fficacy of parliament ; a monu- 
ment of the motives of a man which are only that of intend- 
ing to gain a little popularity; for which he ſeems to favour 
a popular act, but with which, after it is paſſed, he does not 
mean to comply, nor does comply when afterwards he comes 
into office, I he character of men in that Houſe had from 
many events been queſtioned and ſuſpected from time to time 
for the laſt forty years; and he was ſorry to ſay that many 
things were done, that had a very unfavourable effect on many 
characters in the courſe of that time, He would not ſay, 
although he felt much, what might be thought upon that ſub- 
ject in conſequence of what had happened within the laſt 
two years. Theſe things ſhould be recolleced by that Houle. 
They concerned. the members of it nearly. The more el- 
pecially when certain doclrines which he had lately heard were 
to be maintained by the miniſter of executive government. 
Much had been thrown out (he was not now enquiring 
whether right or wrong) againſt the conduct of Sir Nobert 
Walpole, and it was faid in his time that man profeſſed what 
he did not mean to practice. That charge, he feared, was much 
more juſt now than, it was then, Men had ſome time ago 
ſa reprobated the conduct of others, that they had gone ſo fat 
as to ſay it was impoſſible to make part of an adminiſtration 
with them. What did they do now? Only ſay to the peo- 
ple we will bring in acts of parliament to, amuſe the public in 
which things that are theoretically right are maintained ; but 
when. the authors of them have gained a little popularity, they 
diſobey the proviſions of ſuch acts, and make ſpeeches on the 
—_ by impraQicability 
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might be in that Houſe, this however, he knew, that it was 
impoſſible for that Houſe to have the confidence of the public, 
if they did not take care that miniſters obeyed acts of parſia- 
ment, inſtead of talking of the impraQticability of them, when 
called upon to obey them. The miniſter, to do him juſtice, 
had faid a great deal of explanation was due to this ſubject. 
The misfortune was, that he did not give that explanation. 
By the explanation which he gave, the act of parliament, to 
which he had at laſt alluded, would be null and void ; be- 

cauſe it never could be told when the right honourable gen- 

tleman would be able to calculate exactly what would be the 
expence of the year, and till that time he had aſſumed a diſ- 
penſing power with regard to the proviſions of the law. He 
agreed with the miniſter, that to over calculate the expence 
of the year would be diſadvantageous to the public. He agreed 
tbo that the very beſt ſyſtem was to make the eſtimate as great 
and the extraordinaries as little as poffible. Upon that point 
he had often complained before, and he complained then, that the 
miniſters had not done his utmoſt. An evident inſtance in the 
caſe of the barracks preſented itſelf; the miniſter himſelf had ſaid 
that it would have been more regular to have en to the 
Houſe of Commons an account of them in the firſt inſtance; 

and yet theſe miniſters who pleaded guilty in the inſtance © 

barracks, told the Houſe that in every other inſtance they had 
done better than their predeceſſors. 8 NES 3-2 

Having ſaid this, he muſt obſerve upon the general out- line 
of the ſubject before the Houſe, that in his opinion a vote of 
credit was better than extraordinaries ; firſt, becauſe you pro- 
vide in the former for the intereſt of the debt you incur ; ſe- 
condly, you do not, by a vote of credit, diſobey a poſitive act 


mer in complying with ſuch vote. He muſt agai 
| ed 


re to know, whether extraordinaries might not be vot 
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immediately after they were incurred when parliament were 1 
ſitting ? What advantages were thete to be expected in a 1 
financial point of view, to ſay nothing of the principle, if ex- ww 

traordinaries incurred this day were to be voted immediate} 
by the Houſe ? | How ſtood the caſe, when compared with the 
oathing of the army, which was required by law? He wiſh- 
ed to know why he did not provide for them at once, if neceſ- 
ſary, by a vote of credit. The miniſter ſaid his votes of credit 
bore a greater proportion to the expence than in former 0 
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and yet he would defray expences of this year out of mone 
voted in the laſt. He Would aſk why the vote of credit ough 
hot 10 be ihereaſed, rather than that the ſervice, of Jaſt year- 
u eee mould 
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hould be unpaid? The right honaurable, gentleman had 
ted a number of ſuppolitions. He ſaid, he could not know 
the extent of the eſtimates, of the ſervice altogether, or the time 
they would each of them occur. Certainly, He ſaid allo, he 
could not eſtimate when our ſupplies will come in: the moſt 
cextain in that reſpect were, the land and malt; another was 
caſe of the excheguęt bills; and moſt of all, was the period 
when the loan was to be paid. Granted. But, what occa- 
ſion had they to ſuppoſe when they were talking of facts? One 
loan came in ſo early laſt year, that it was argued that a pol- 
ſible. inconvenience might ariſe ſrom the circumſtance; that 
the loan might come in before they hag uſe for it; and that it 
would be ive dead.upon aur hands, while they were paying 
the intereſt frſt. At this very period miniſters were proceed- 
ing in direct diſobedignce to the act of parliament, and they 


22 ſcangalouſiy in arrear to the army. Then, he would 


ay again, be bad no occaſion to have recourſe to ſuppoſition 
while he was furniſhed with facts upon the ſubject. 

With reſpect to this year, 9,000,000l. had already been ex- 
pended.in the army, He would leaye the Houle to judge what 
they were likely. to do next year. As to the queſtion, What 
was the blame of the executive goyernment? he would ſay 
there was much indeed in under all the circumſtances. in the 
difobedince of the law, in their proceeding without informing 
the Houſe of what they were doing, and what was the ſitua- 
tion of the country, Of allowing the Houle to take ſteps to 
prevent future diſobedience, which, after all the notice which 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer had from the year 1783 and, 
1.784, and the part he himſelf took in the proceedings of that 
time, appeared to him to be intolerable, to be highly criminal; 
but all this, great as it was, ſtill appeared to be comparatively 
little, when placed by the fide of the diſobedience of the pay- 
rhaſter's act: without coming to the Houſe for an indemuity, 
year after year, miniſters diſobeyed the act, and that on prin- 
ciples which made the whole of the act a mere piece of waſte 
paper, except when they came to calcylate the extent of out ex- 
pences : Had he any difficulty in faying that this was a great 
miſdemeanor in adminiſtration, and that which called for the 
public judgment? Moſt certainly he had not. It ſeemed, 
however, that the right honourable gentleman thought of ſe- 
curing himſelf by precedent, The right honourable gentleman 
nad heard of the caſe of the Earl of Macclesfield, who, in many 
relpects was à worthy character. How ftood the cafe upon 
the trial of that nobleman ? What was ſaid by the wiſeſt men 
of that day upon that oc caſion ? that precedent of fimilar pe 
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duct in others ought hot to prevent the pronounelation of judg- 
ment upon guilt. He would therefore ay, that although £0 
cedent might be pleaded to prevent'a'tizorous fudgment, yet 
it was no juſtification oſ the breach of the law, n the pay⸗ 
maſtet's act, therefore, he would ſay no excuſe could be offer - 
ed, for there was ho precedent for its breach. It was an act 
of parliament tecently made on a full conſideration of the ſub+ 
jet. * Anat which all men were bound to obey, and the mi- 
niſter more than any other, on accoutt of the ſhare he took in 
ont ny f 3 
© The nittiftet'bxd,” However, wilfully, wittiigly, wantonly, 
and vtinecefatily diſobtyed it;' and he” could Hot help ſaying 
that adminiſtration, by ſuch conduct, had made the 442 

ol waſte paper; he defied any man to ſne what the aft was 
good for, if the kuiniſker's deferite Was fall." The miniſter ad 


it was ittapplicable to à time of peace. THis Thould Have 
Rated to the Houſe long ago, if that Was really the feeling 
which the miniſter bad upon the ſubſect. He would again te- 
peat, and he was forry to be obliged to repeat, that miniſter 
had knowingly, wittingly, wilfully, and atcofding to their ow 
ſtatement, unnecefſatily, ſer this act ade, and made it a ſhe#t 
mr Penn Anion og 
 Heartily agtteing with his hotiourable Friend; in all the facts 
he Rated, Mr. Fox (aid, he ould moſt eotfally vote for the 
JJ we rogers re ens one 
Mr. Steele aid, he was not inchined to follow the right 
honourable gentleman who fat down "through his variety of 
argument; be roſe merely to fay 4 few 'words reſpeting the 
pay-offiee, in which he was fo intereſted and connected. His 
right honburable friend, (Mr. Pitt) had indeed ſaved him _ 
the trouble of explanation tb any length, and hence he ſhot 
confine himſelf to à point or two. Tue fight bonourable 
gentleman had contended that the r 10 was rendefed 
nugatory and waſte paper; this, he could declare from His 
own experience, was not the caſe; mahy and beneficial con- 
lequences were owing to it, fo many and ſo notorious, that 
it was neecheſs for him to dwell upon tem. 1 
Wich regard to his not complying with the proviſions of the 
at reſpectig the cloathing of the military, it was impothb) 
The payments were to be made balf- yearly to the coſoge of 
the reginients for the *off-reckenifigs ; and hence it Was im- 
poſlible to comply Uirealy with the Act. The tight bonourable 
gentleman ſaid, when miniſters could not put the proviſions of 
the act in practice, that it behoved them to come and aſk its 
repeal, Whether or not . were highly culpable for not 
38 2 taving 
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having done fo, he left the Houſe to judge. But if they could | 
not do as the act directed, he was aware that parliament would B 
not come to a reſolution to condemn them for violating a law g 
which it was out of their power to obſerve. 

With regard to the off · reckonings, a variety of papers were fe 
requiſite for officers abroad, which could not be at hand when ti 
the payments were obliged to be made. As to the exchequer * 
bills, it was true that the bank had refuſed receiving them, 
and hence 83, oool. were obliged to be iſſued in December, p 
179 and put into the hands of the caſhier of the pay-office, a 

here were however arrangements made to prevent any ſuch 
inconvenience Mines © ils: Steele concluded with moving g 
the previous queſtion, 15 b 

r. Fox explained. | | | 
Mr. Sheridan obſerved, the right honourable gentleman t 
ſeemed to infinuate that he had aſſum ed great merit for the \ 
r 


motion which he brought forward in April, 1784, he hoped 
from his manner,” that it was not his intention to oppoſe the 
ſentiments which it contained, and therefore defired that it 
ſhould be read from the Journals by the clerk. The motion 
was to the following effect: That it is the opinion of the 
« committee, that if any perſon in his majeſty's treaſury ſhall 
<« miſapply any of the public money, contrary to the act of ap- 
& propriation, or to ſiniſter purpoſes during a diſſolution of par- 
c liament, the ſaid perſon or perſons ſhall be adjudged guilty of 
& a high crime and miſdemeanor.” This was the reſolution 
to which the right honourable gentleman, had adverted in his 
ſpeech, which contained doctrines which he hoped he did not 
now diſavow, he recollected he had the honour of his ſupport 
at the time it was propoſed, on the ground of its containing 
8 which be could not controvert; he hoped now 
that ĩt was not his intention to retract his former ſupport of 
that motion, if be did, he conceived that it would be much 
more alarming than any thing contained in his ſpeech. 
be Houſe then divided, and Mr. Grey's reſolutions were 
negatived by the previous queſtion. 1 
Oe, (For the previous queſtion) 209 
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Sir Philip Stephens, brought up the report of the Longitude - 
Bill, which being agreed to, the Bill was ordered to be en- 
oled. 

: Mr. Boſe brought in a Bill to enforce the act of laſt ſeflions, 
for raiſing a certain number of perſons from the ſeveral coun- 
ties of England, for the ſervice of his majelty's. navy, which 
was read a firſt time. 

Mr. Hobart brought up the report of the committee of up- 
ly, and ways and means, which were read and agreed te 
and Bills ordered to be brought in in pufſuance of the latter. A 

The, Bills for more effectually preventing the landing of ky 
goods, wares, or merchandiſes, without the preſence of a pro- | 
per officer, &c. was read a third time and paſſed. 

The Lottery Bill, Bill for appropriating. a certain ſum ſor 
the reduction of the national debt, and the Bill for exempting 
windows of dairies from the window light duty, paſſed com- 
mittees. 

The Bill for arg the navy debt was Fae a ſecond time. 

_ Adjourned, 


we 
' HOUSE OF LORDS. | 
Monpar, May 9. 


The Bills on the table were read in their r differen ler 
Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. | | £4 

Monpay, May. 9. Fa = 

| The Leadenhall- ſtreet, and Gravel- mne Eaſt-India ware- : 

houſes Bills were reported. Ordered to be engroſſe. = 

The Bedford Road, Bickner's Naturalization, and Leon 

and Radford loelolure Bills, were read a third time od 

paſſed. | | j 

Lord Sheffield preſented a petition 40 the inhabitants of 4% 
Lewes, in favour of the dog tax, with an exception for the 

purpoſe of exempting cottagers from the be ont * the tax. | 


Ordered to lie on the table. 
SUPPLY. 


The Houſe reſolved into à committee of ſupply, Mr. Ho- | 1 
bart in the char. | 
The Chancellor of the. Exchequer moves as.» reſolution, 
That a ſum not Nee Wr be derer we E 
he navy debt. E 10 
The 
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7 Serretary at War moved «© That a ſum not exceeding 
1, 300, 0b. be granted for the army extraordinaries for the 
ear 1796. | | ; 
my I ſum of 438,035). be granted for the payment of 
42 troops raiſed, or to be raiſed, for the year 1796. 
Mr. Sheridan {aid he ſhould object, in the molt poſitive terms, 
to this country's continuing to employ a ſet of men, who, it 
was apparent, were men that could not in any manner, or in 
any place, be depended on, and who it was impoſſible, without 
betraying the intereſts of this country, to ſend either on an ex. 
pedition to the Weſt Indies, or any other place white troops 
might be neceſſary. He did not perfefly underſtand what 
might. be the deftiny of the troops that were to be the objeQ of 
this expence, not how many regiments of them at preſent exiſt. 
ed, neither did he know where they were at preſent, they were 
points of no great conſequence; this he knew, that the employ- 
ment of emigrants againſt their countrymen, had been attend- 
ed with fatal conſequetices to this country, and had been pro- 
ductive only of that expence and diſgrace which he was well aſ- 
ſured the continuance of ſuch ah ablurd ſyſtem would but tend 
to increaſe and aggravite. n | 
General Tarleton wiſhed to know what regiments had been 
raiſed, and the prefent ſtate of them. He only knew of a 
corps. of French gentlemen, who ſerved at'a very moderate 
pay; be did not think there were, at this time, any regiments 
of emigrants. r 
The Secretary at War ſaid, the Houſe: ſhould take into con- 
ſideration the fate of thoſe unfortunate men, who had been 
forced to leave their country, many of them had been long 
in ſervice, and were men of conſiderable rank; they were how 
employed upon the ſame terms on which the emigrants ſerved 
in the regiments of La Chatres, Monteny, and Caſtres ; they 
were ſtationed at Jerſey and Guernſey, and they performed 
ſuch duty as might be required of them. Humanity dictated to 
us to provide for men in their ſituation, and it was providing 
for them in a way the leaſt likely to wound their feelings; it 
was beſides beneficial to the ſervice of the country to employ 
them in a military capacity, . "Vera, 
Mr. Grey declared, that he had no objection to extend the 
relief to any ſet of men whoſe ſituation appealed to Ke bene- 
volegce of the Houſe. The emigrants certaimy had that claim, 
and he ſhould be glad to ſce every relief gramed to them they 
might be in want of, but he did not Fe the neceſſity of pro- 
vids for them'ss an army, after the experience We before 
kad of the little dependence there was to be placed on their 
; exertions, 


- 


* — 
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exertians, particularly in the Quiberon affair. He thought 
it the duty of eyery member of that Houle to giye it a decided 
negatiye. 6 f 8 ” bh 
| The Secretary at War ſaid, he could not conceive upon what 
grounds gentlemen ſhould ſuppoſe that the French corps to bo 
employed would betray the cauſe in which they are engaged, or 
act contrary to their profeſſions. The failure of 2 
expedition was reſorted to, but it was not to he inferred that 
the failure of that expedition was owing either to the miſma- 
nagement at home, or want of courage and energy in the 
French emigrants abroad : it was owing to one of thoſe un- 
ſoreſeen circumſtances that are likely to happen in every civil 
war, and it did not follow becauſe there. were ſome treacherous 
men who were employed in that expedition, that we ſhould 
therefore ceaſe to employ an emigrant, whoſe deteſtation of his 
countrymens conduct, would operate to prevent his following 
their example. x | * 
General Tarleton ſaid, it was matter of extreme ſurpriſe to 
him, that the honourable gentleman ſhould withhold the in- 
formation reſpecting the Quiberon expedition from the Houſe, 
which would enable it to judge with accuracy, upon what 
was, or was not, the real cauſe of its failure. The honour- 
able gentleman, when firſt applied to for that purpoſe, did not 
himſelf make any ſolid objection to the production of whatever 
might be neceſſary for the information of the Houſe, but an 
appeal to the higher power, had furniſhed the honourable gen- 
tleman with plenty of reaſons why ſuch information ſhould not 
be granted. If the papers which had been moved for reſpect- 
ing the buſineſs had been brought forward, the honourable 
gentleman, he had little doubt, would find there was that 
in them, which would be more than ſufficient to ſubje& hi 
not only to the cenſure, but the puniſhment of the Houſe of 
Commons, | ; 


4 


The Chancellor . Exchequer ra to object to any diſ- 


quiſition on the ſubject at this time. He could convince the 
Houſe, by the moſt unanſwerable arguments, of the impro- 
priety and impolicy of producing the papers alluded to. If 


any gentleman thought proper to make a motion on that ſub- 


ject, he had no doubt of carrying conviction to the minds o 


the Houſe in general of the impolicy of acceding to ſuch a a 
ad not the ſmalleſt objection ta go into a dif- 


requeſt. He | 
cuſſion of the buſineſs, if the papers already produced were 
thought to contain ſufficient grounds to arraign the conduct 
of miniſters, and would appoint a day for ſuck diſcuſſion, 


Mr, Sheridan laid in_reply to what bad, fallen, from the 


- honourable 
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honourable Secretary at War, concerning the failure of the 
Quiberon. expedition, being claſſed among the unforeſeen 


calamities of civil war, that if miniiters would employ men 


who are unworthy of truſt and confidence, and who have 
proved themſelves ſo on every occaſion where they have been 


truſted,” what can be expected but defeat, diſgrace, and ruin. 
He had always thought the Quiberon buſineſs, and ſhould ever 


think it, one of the moſt miſmanaged, moſt inhumanly miſ- 
managed expeditions, that ever diſgraced the annals of this or 
any other country. OT i. 4 ku . 
Ide reſolution was agreed to. 
The next reſolution propoſed was for granting the ſum of 
290,0001. towards the expence of building barracks. _ 
Mr. Grey faid, he would not repeat the arguments againſt 

the eſtabliſhment of them, but as he conceived it to be a dan- 
gerous innovation on the conſtitution, he would give it his 
negative. >a SY 

Me. Harriſon wiſhed to know if the money was to be ex- 

nded in erecting any new barracks, | 

he Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, no new ones would 
built unlefs they were wanted. Another reſolution was 
for granting 15001." for the aſſiſtance of the Veterinary 
College. | | | 
A motion was made, that there be laid before the Houſe an 
account of the general franks up to the 6th of April, 1796 ; 
which being preſented by the proper perſon from the poſt- 
office, the ſame was ordered to lie on the table, 


| $UCCESSION TO REAL ESTATES, 


On the queſtion heing put, that the report of the committee 
n the Bill for taxing the collateral ſucceſſion to real eſtates be 
ow Yeconfidered, * | ; | | 
Mr. Crewe moved, that in place of the word “ now,” the 
words, i this day three months be ſubſtituted. | 

© Lord Gurge Cavendiſh teconded the motion. He ſaid that 
this tax appeared liable to two principal objections. Ihe inſe- 
curity which it would give to landed property, and the produc- 
tion of deeds, which, from the power veſted in the commiſ- 
fioners of rhe revenue it would occaſion. , It would tend to de- 
preciate landed property. It tended to equalize all property, 
and would operate as a confiſcation of all the great landed 
eſtitesin the country, for the uſe of the government. Con- 
ſidering this as its effect, he was called upon to reſiſt it, if the 
leyelling principle was carried into action, he cared but little 


whether it was introduced by the high hand of power, or 
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came from the quarter which ſome moſt apprehended... As 
the Bill had been but lately printed, and had only been one 
day in the hands of gentlemen, and as the | principle of the 
meaſure was ſo new and important, he thought time ſhould be 
given to conſider it maturely, and that ſome delay ſhould take 
lace... 10. A+ clk 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer expreſſed his ſurprize that 
the noble lord ſhould have adopted ſuch a mode of reaſoning 
upon the principle of the Bill; he did not fee, how it could 
poſſibly have the effect of giving inſecurity, to all landed pro- 
perty, or canfiſcating all conſiderable property, ſince it was 
any that the tax itſelf did not bear any proportion to the 
property taxed, ſo as to juſtify ſuch 34, concluſion. I 
was a tax that never could diminiſh the capital in any materi: 
degree. It never could be paid with reluctance, becauſe the 
perſons by whom it would be paid, would ſtand in that degre 
of relationſhip to the deviſe, or inteſtate, which would induce 
them to conſider their acquiſition of the property, either by 
deviſe or deſcent, as a remote, or N eyent, and they 
would, of courſe, feel little or no hardſhip in paying the 
out of that property which, perhaps, they did, not think they 
had a right to, at leaſt did not expect to enjoy, How was jt 
poſſible for this tax to ſwallow vp the capital? .In how man 
years Could it, produce ſuch an effect? There muſt be a quick 
ſucteſſion of collateral deſcents to produce any thing like it, 
and it was not probable that collateral deſcent would. occur 
ſucceſſively, , without the intervention of lineal deſcents. 15 
had been fie, that this tax would have an operation of a diſ- 
agreeable nature to the public, by compelling them to the pro- 
ducxion of their title deeds, and a conſequent expolition of 
their tenures, and the incumbrances that their eſtimates might 
be ſubjected to; this, was not a fair argument, and neither 
juſtifiable upon the principles of the Bill, nor as matter of 
fact. The tat was, the Bill in no inſtance went to co 
the diſeloſure of any ſuch circumſtances, The noble lord wh 
ſeconded the motion had faid, it was neceſſary that at leaſt the 
Houſe mould have more time to conſider of a ſubject fo im- 
portant. The noble lord could not be ignorant of the Bill's 
having been committed, reparted, printed, and in the hands of 
every "member ſeveral weeks ſince; and furely that 
ſuſicient” time to have taken its merits or demerits igto con- 
ſideration, 0 ak bee d N. anne 
Lord G. Cabendiſb roſt to ex plan. 
Mr. Alderman Newnban (aid it was a Bill that mult tend to 
the injury of the cduntry; it would-prevent men from ac- 
Vol. IV. 1796. 3H quiring 
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quiring landed property, as they, would be conſcious that they 
could not tranſmit it to a collateral relation, without its value 
being diminiſhed by ſuch a tax. It was a ſyſtem that would 
deprive the country of its wealth and inhabitants, as men would 
of courſe purchaſe land in other countries where no ſuch te- 
ſtraint in the diſpoſition of it exiſted. The alderman (aid 
it was mean inthe Houſe of Commens to take the burthen of 
of themſelves, and lay it on poſterity, He was convinced it 
would be a tax hateful to the public. That and the wine Bill 
he was, perſuaded would be conſidered as two of the moſt un- 
popular Bills of the preſent parliament. | 
Mr. Harriſon wiſhed to be informed in the caſe of entails, 
ſuppoſe a man left different eſtates to his ſons, and the firſt dy- 
ing, and the ſecond ſucceeding to his brother, would he inherit 
in that caſe directly as from his father; or, would he be liable 
to the tax collaterally, as inheriting from a brother? He 
thought that the Bill would conſiderably injure the ſale of 
lands; for who would riſk a purchaſe when he might be lia- 
ble to a ſurcharge in conſequence of the tax? He truſted if 
the Bill paſſed that Houſe, they would pay more attention to 
it in the lords. | IQ; 
Mr. M. Robinſon ſaid, that the right honourable gentleman 
began now to trample on the public, in whoſe good opinion he 
had riſen to his preſent pitch of power. The tax would ulti- 
mately draw the whole of the landed property of the kingdom 
into the hands of government, and hence, fink the whole 
capital. s | | 
Mr. Buller objeRed to the principle of the Bill, and thought 
that ſo important a meaſure ſhould not have been leſt to ſo late 
a period of the ſeſſion and of the Parliament, when it could 
not obtain the conſideration it required. 
De Solicitor General ſaid, that the principle of the meaſure 
had at leaſt been long before the Houſe. It was ſaid on a for- 
mer occaſion, why, for the paltry ſam of 100, oool. introduce 
the precedent of a tax of this nature; If this was really a tax 
on capital, ſurely that ſum, bore little proportion to the 
"landed capital of the country. In fact, it was a tax on in- 
come, to be paid by inflalments during the firſt four years ot 
poſſeſſion. 7 2 
Mr. Fex ſaid, that all the objections to this meaſure te- 
mained in full force. It was in fact what he had ſtated it, 4 
tax upon capital, as it was levied in proportion to that capital. 
It it were really a tax upon income, Why not tairly Jay it upon 
income It was ſaid that it was to be paid by inſtalments 
during the firſt four years, but if the ſame was paid by 10 
"> $5 ES ina! 
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man that enjoyed four and the mar that enjoyed forty years, it 
could not with propriety be faid to be a tax upon income. A 
tax on the capital operates, he obſerved, as the greateſt diſ- 
advantage to every country; and if any one circumſtance, 
more than another, had tended to raiſe this country to its 
preſent pitch of riches, it has been from the free tenures of 
property. It has been faid that the tenures of property have 
been at the diſpoſal of the proprietors, The facility of ſelling 
land is the greateſt of all other ſpurs to induftry and the accu- 
mulation of r from the bleſſing of our conſti- 
tution, was fo unſhackled, that it had the happiſt conſe- 
quences, The preſent tax would fo affect the diſpoſal of pro- 
perty, that a perſon, at his death, could not bequeath, with - 
out leaving his fortune ſubject to a great deſalcation. In all 
caſes where the payment of the tax depended upon the terms or 
ſucceſſion, production of deeds was inevitable. Whether a 
brother ſucceeded as heir to his brother or to his father, in a 
variety of poſſible caſes, he would be liable or not liable to the 
tax; of courſe a minute exam mation of ſettlements would be 
neceſſary, if the tax was meant to be effectively levied. 
With regard to the levying 100,090. by the tax, it was not 
the extent of the ſum, but the precedent that was thought to 
be dangerous: it might be extended to direct ſucceſſion; and 
he ſaw no difference in the principle. It was ſaid, there was 
leſs right to expect in the caſes ſubject to the tax; but there 
were many inſtances where the expectation was greater in col- 
lateral than in direct defcent, as in the caſe of entails, where 
the heir had a greater certainty of the poſſeſſion than a ſon, 
whoſe father might diſpoſe of what part of his eſtate he 
pleaſed. Upon the whole, there was no principle of a tax 
more deſtructive than that which tended to deſtroy forcibly 
the power of exchange and tranſmiſſion, and thereby leſſen 
the defire of acquiſition. And, as this Bill encroached upon 
this principle, he hoped, notwithſtanding the reſult of former 
diviſions, that the Houfe would conſider ſeriouſly the conſe- 
quences that might follow fo new and unprecedented a ſyſtem 
of taxation; | | 
" The Secretary at Nur ſaid, he conſidered this tax in a dif- 
ferent poiat of view from the right honourable gentieman who 
ſpoke laſt, It appeared to him a tax rated according to the 
amount of the perſon's property, and by no means oppreſſive 
in its nature, The main objection which was ſtated to this 
tax, was, that it was a tax upon capital; but it was not ſo 
clear as they repretented it, that all taxes upon capital were 
bad; on the contrary, it was the opinion of many writers of 
ITY great 
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reat emigence upon this ſubject, that a tax upon capital was 
the beſt mode of taxation, provided it could be laid on equally, 
One of the great objeclions to a tax upon capital was, that it 
operated unequally, becauſe a man's expences were not in pro- 
portion to his capital; but that objection did not attach upon 
this tax, . becauſe it operated in the faireſt manner, and at the 
time when there could be the leaſt object ion to pay it, viz. at 
the moment when he came to the -olfeſlion of the eſtate, and 
before he could have formed any eſtabliſhment, Geatlemen 
contended, that it was impolitic to burden the transfer of pro- 
perty in a commercial country like this; it certainly was to be 
avoided/as much as poſſible z but property muſt be taxed, and 
the queſtion was, whether this was not as unobjectionable a 
mode as any that could be deviſed t Another objection to this 
tax was, that in a courſe of years, it would ſwallow up the 
whole capital; it certainly would. Every tax muſt, in a great 
number of years, have that effect. He had not had an, oppor- 
tunity of giving this Bill the conſideration he ſhould, have 
done, but this was the opinion he had formed upon it, which 
opinion was not in the leaſt altered by any thing he had heard 
from the gentlemen on the other ſide. | | 

Genes l Smith ſpoke againſt the Bill, as a paltry expedient 

for railing a trifling ſum, which could haye been much bettet 
ſupplied by different means, Ee: arena; | 

Sir William Pulteney objected to the Bill, as containing a 

principle, which, if adopted, would eſtabliſh a fatal-precedent 
on the hnancial ſyſtem of the country. Ihe firſt Bill went en- 
tirely to tax the capital, as landed property was valued at 
twenty- eight years purchaſe, and the preſent Bill was only ſub- 
ſtituted on account of the objectionable nature of the former, 
but although it was more mild, it did not vary in its principle. 

roperty in the funds might be liable to ſuch a tax for aught he 
knew, for if a ſhilling duty was laid upon every 100l. inveſted 
in the funds, there would be no difference in principle. Ihe 
right honourable gentleman deiended the tax upon the princi- 
ple of taking money from thoſe who were able to pay it, which 
was neither more nor leis than the principle of an high waymau. 
The Bill acted againſt the conſtitution, which impoſed taxes 
on articles, that it might be optional to every one, whether he 
would uſe the article fo taxed ; but this Bill declares that if the 
| * has money, goverament will have 2 ſhare in it. 

It had been contended, that it was not a tax upon capital, 
but upon income, he nevertheleſs aſſerted that it was, in fact, a 
tax upon capital, levied in a moſt inſidious mode. It attached 
at firſt only upon collateral beirs, but in a ſhort time Ae 
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be extended to lineal heirs, and from a ſmall tax to a greater 
amount, till it ſwallowed up the whole capital of the kingdom. 
Some writers had contended for their property of taxing the 
capital of a country, a ſyſtem which was certainly hable to very 
great objections; was there however ay writer upon the ſub- 
ject of finance, who had ever propoſed, firſt, to tax every article 
of conſumption, and then to tax the capital. He had alſo a 
very weighty objection to the Bill, on conſtitutional grounds. 
'The taxes in this country, generally ſpeaking, fell equally upon 
all, but in this inſtance, a tax was impoſed upon a particular 
claſs of individuals, which, if it was carried through, he was 
convinced, would excite fuch a ferment in the country, as to 
render it neceſſary to be repealed. The conſequences to be 
apprehended were preciſely ſimilar to thoſe that would follow 
from a tax being impoſed upon London, for inſtance, and not 
upon the reſt of the country; whereas, were it univerſal in its 
operation, it would be patiently borne. To this partial mode 
of taxation, our loſing America was to be attributed, he cau- 
tioned the miniſter therefore againſt trying fimilar expedients, 
leſt conſequences ſtill more ſerious ſhould reſult from them. 
The apology ſet up was, that the ſum was ſmall ;. but did not 
ſtamps, which at firſt only yielded a trifle, at this time pro- 
duce an annual revenue of a million ſterling. The beſt time 
to check innovations, was undoubtedly, when they were firſt 
propoſed ; once allowed fairly tocommence, there was no cal- 
culating to what lengths they might be carried. On thefe 
grounds, Sir William ſaid, he hoped the miniſter would relin- 
quith the preſent tax, and find out a more eligible ſource of 
revenue. 

Mr. Baſtard declared he ſhould have thought the right hon- 
ourable gentleman (Mr. Windham) the laſt man who would 
have held out in the defence of family eſtates, and when he ſaid 
he did not know the principle of the Bill, he would tell him, it 
originated in the . aſſembly of France, where the tree 
grew, and the fruit was now brought over to the Britiſh par- 
liament, to ſee how it would pleaſe Britiſh palates. Heattack- 
ed the Bill upon the ground of its being partial and oppreſſive, 


and tending to excite diſputes between landlord and tenant, in 


one word, to embroil the peace of the community. By the 
proviſions of the Bill, the commiſſioner of the tax, an office 
which, from the odious nature of the employment, in the pre- 
ſeat inſtance, few he imagined would be inclined to accept, 
was authoriſed to interfere between the landlord and the tenant, 
and to ſettle the differences which might fubſiſt between them, 
according to the dictates of his caprice. He had himſelf loſt 
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an overcharge once upon the aſſeſſed taxes, rather than expe. 
rience the great trouble and inconvenience of recovery, and 
ſuch would be the cafe with perſons implicated in this Bill.— 
Why, he aſked, if the Bill were only a tax on income, were 
not penſions and places by reverſion ſubjected to the tax, and 
made equally liable with land? He begged that the Houſe, 
before they ſanctioned the Bill, would confider the weight of 
taxes to which land was already ſubjected. It reminded him of 
the fable of the boy, who ripped up the fowl that laid the 
golden eggs, in order to grow rich at once; and who, by this 
raſh expedient, entirely loſt the treaſure. - Ihe preſent Bill, 
if it was paſſed, he was afraid, would rip up the fowl to which 
it was indebted for its wealth, and deſtroy the means of its fu- 
ture ſupport. | | | 
Mr. AZ. Montague ſaid, he thought there was great incon- 
fiſtency in the arguments of thoſe gentlemen who oppoſed the 
Bill—It had been faid that it was the principle of a robber to 
ſay, * You have money, therefore, | will take it from you ;” 
he begged leave, however, to aſk the Houſe, if money was not 
to be taken from thoſe who had it, from whom was it to be 
taken? But this was not robbing a-man' of his property; it 
was only taking apart to preſerve the whole from the effects of 
J: cobinical principles. | 
Sir Adam Ferguſon ſaid, that whoever had been the framers 
of the Bill, they certainly had been entirely ignorant of the 
law of Scotland, ſinee its proviſions, as they at preſent ſtood, 
would be found to be utterly impracticable in that part of the 
kingdom. Sir Adam went into a detailed diſcuſſion of the 
different clauſes in the Bill, in ſupport of his opinion. In the 
-cafe which had been put of the liability of a ſecond fon to pay 
the tax in caſe of the death of his elder brother, he had no dif- 
'Ficulty in ſaying, that by the law of Scotland the ſecond ſon 
was clearly able to the tax, which was not intended, as he 
underſtood, by the framers of the Bill. One clauſe, viz. that 
for exempting mortgaged eſtates from the tax was certainly a 
proper exception; no mention however was made of eſtates 
| Fre bered with perſonal debts, which by tine law of Scotland, 
- were underſtood to conſtitute as fair a claim upon the eſtate as 
a mortgage. He ſtated theſe and other obſervations, with a 
view of ſhewing the neceſſity of making ſome alterations in the 
Bill, ut they wiſhed it to prove effective. He however objec- 
ted to the tax altogether, as one that would be particutarly 
unpopular in Scotland, where a ſtrong partiality for family 
eſtates prevailed, à partiality which it was wile to encour- 
"age, bur which the preſent Bill tended in no * 
G3 eprey 
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degree to diminiſh and to mortify thoſe who entertained it. 
Sir Adam went regularly through the Bill, clauſe by clauſe, 
and concluded with en that he ſhould give his vote 
againſt it. | ; vey , RET Rar 

The Attorney General declared that he had not heard any 
arguments that ſatisfied his mind either for rejection or poſt- 
poning the Bill. He expected the landed men would oppoſe 
it; as to the objections of the worthy baronet behind him, 
however, he thought they had no foundation in the contents 
of the Bill, and the language might be amended. The argu- 
ments of the other worthy baronet did not appear to him to 
be either fair or candid; if there could be any diſtinction, this 
was a tax upon income, fince if a man came to the ſucceſſion 
of an eſtate fee ſimple, the ratio of the tax was taken in the 
proportion of his life eſtates, and provided he died before the 
expiration of the firſt four years, the money was not payable. 
When it was objected that the ſpirit of this Bill was againſt 
the ſpirit of the conſtitution, in not preſerving an equality, he 
was ſurpriſed that the legacy tax, which, paſted in 1789 upon 
the ſame principle, and was afterwards increafed in 1791, and 
again increaſed, had been forgotten, He concluded with ob- 
ſerving, that the Bill was not, in his opinion, liable to more 
objections than many other of the taxes for the laſt half cen- 
tury, Nothing had been advanced againſt. the Bill that in- 
duced him to vote for the poſtponement of it for the time pro- 
poſed, at the ſame time he ſhould be glad that the ohjections 
which had been ſtated, ſhould have a free diſcuſſion, 

Sir A. Ferguſon explained. 

Mr. Sheridan ſaid, he could not give a ſilent vote on the 
queſtion, He would not follow the learned baronet (Sir 
Adam Ferguſon) through the long detail of the difference 
between the Engliſh and Scotch laws. What had fallen from 
gentlemen on both ſides of, the Houſe, many of whom could 
not poſſibly be aCtuated by party mgtives, would, he truſted, 
induce the right honourable gentleman to grant the delay, 
which he perceived in a certain degree was wrung from him, 
in conſequence of the arguments which he had heard that night. 
The Attorney General had made ſome obſervations on the taxes 
impoſed for the laſt fifty years, and aſſerted, that in his mind, the 
preſent tax was leſs exceptionable than any he had remembered 
for that period. The preſent however, Mr. Sheridan faid, he 
was convinced, was the moſt execrable meaſure of finance that 
ever came before parliament, and if he excepted the Legacy 
Bill, it was merely becauſe it had been ſanctioned by an act of 
che legillature, He had no ſciuple to fay, that both oh po 
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ſpect to the Scotch and Engliſh laws, the preſent Bill was 
utterly impracticable, and if time were allowed, any gentle. 
man who examined it with a keen eye would ſee that it 
abounded with the gtoſſeſt errors and inconſiſtencies. He 
profeſſed himſelf adverſe to any tax that ſhifted the burden to 
poſterity; as he thought that thoſe who ſubmitted to meaſures 
which cauſed taxation, ſhould feel the burden, becauſe its preſ- 
ſure might operate to prevent them from ſupporting the pre- 
ſent irrational ſyſtem of warfare. He had uſed this language 
on a former occaſion, and he would uſe it again, though'ir 
were perverted as heretofore without doors by thoſe who made 
him ſay, that he wiſhed that the people were heavily burdened 
with -taxes. "The preſent meaſure was defended on the 
grounds, chat it was a tax to ſupport a war that prevented the 
introduction of jacobin principles, and to prevent the poor 
from robbing the tich. Was the meaſure defenſible on thoſe 
grounds, that his Majeſty*s miniſters wipe bar in rob- 
ding the rich in preference to the poor? Such an argument 
reminded him of the ſhepherd in the farce, who [aid he had a 
mode of curing the ſheep of the rot, but when aſked how, he 
replied, by cutting their throats. AR 
Mr, Y, Smith oppoſed the principle of the Bill, and the 
clauſe particularly Which related to quarries and mines, as 
theſe belonged, in many inſtances, to the proprietor of the ſoil, 
and would be liable to a double tax. | 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer re minded the Houſe that 
the only queſtion now was, whether the Bill ſhould be poſt- 
med —— months, which was equal to rejecting the Bill. 
Mut he ſhould be againſt poſtponing it; in the conſideration 
of the.report.howeyer, there would be an opportunity of diſ- 
cuſſing many of the points which had been preſſed in the courle 
of the debate. 1 | 9 
Mr. Martin took notice of its having been ſaid it was ſur- 
prizing that the Bill ſhould be ſo unpopulat out of doors, and 
lo little oppoſition given to it in that Houſe, He had ſeen too 
many things oſ that kind to make it at all ſurpriſing to him in 
this inſtance. It would always be ſo until the people had a 
better ;cepreſentation in parliament. He diſapproved of the 
Din. ; 

The queſtion was then put, the gallery cleared, a diviſion 
took place, when there were. n 
des (forthe nn 
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_ The Houſe then proceeded to take the report into con · 


eration, 

General Machod gave notice that he ſhould bring forward 
a ſubject of great; importance, on which. he hoped d far a full 

. and great attention. The ſubject was upon bar- 
racks. The Aeuften was appointed ſor 2 iday, by the An 
of che Chancellor of the Exchequer. 

rn Houſe then proceeded in the report da the Landed 
Eftate Bill; in the courſe of which, 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer gave notice, that he ſhould 
have. meaſure, to propoſe on the third reading of the Bill, by 
way of obviating mY objections with regard to the operation 
it might have, as it ſtood, upon property in mines. 

1 — $6.6: were - all read, agreed to, the Bill 
ordered to he engroſſed, and to be read a third time on Thurſ- 
day, if then engroſſed, and to be printed. 

General Smith moved, that leave be given to bring i ina Bill 
80 reg ilate the Hark purſe of the milla en — 

ned, / » | 


"AUSTRIAN LOAN, 


. —— 17 of the 
budget, the right honourable —— r. A. Bie) has 
thrown out a hint of the — — another loan tu the Em- 
peror z and that he reſerved to —_— a-ditcretionary 2 1 
affording pecuniary aſſiſtance to his Imperial M „if the 
— exiſting circumſtances ſhould — — — 
expedient. and neceſſary. He now therefore: world take the 
liberty of putting the queſtion to the Chancellor of he Ex- 
c and — him whether he perſevered in the in ; 
tention of granting fuck aſſiſtance ? If the right honourable 


gentleman had ſuch a meaſure in contemplation, he (Mr. Grey) 


muſt beg of him to name a day for bringing it forward, as 


in that caſe he ſhould think it hs duty to-move a call for the 


Houſe. | 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer, Bid, in anſwer to the queſs 
tion of the honourable gentieman, it was not his intention, 
in the courſe at the prefeat ſeſfion of parliament, to make ay 
propoſition of that kind. 


© * $LAYE CARRYING BILL. | * 
dir William Delben mor ed the order of the day on 4 
Bill for regulating the mode of carrying negroes from Africa 
w the Weſt Indies, &c. which being read, 
General T arletan pteſented a petition brow Liverpool, pray- 
Vor. IV. 1796. 31 ing 
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ing that the Bill may not paſs into a law,—Referred to the 
committee on the Bill. triad 20 
Sir William Dolben then obſerved, that it was too late to 
go into the committee of the whole Houſe on this Bill that 
night, and therefore he fhould move that the Houfe fhould go 
into that committee on Wedneſday next, — | 
Mr. William Smith deſired the Houſe to conſider, whethet 
or not they were likely to have a full attendance on that day, 
for that the ſubject was of very great importance, and deferved 
the ſerious attention of the Houſe ; at all events, care ſhould 
- taken that the Bill ſaould not be loſt by the lateneſs of th: 

eſſton. * | FA | 
The Bill was then ordered to be committed to a committee 
of the whole Houſe on Wedneſday nexkt. / 
Mr. Sheridan ſaid, that he Jearnt he was miſunderſtood with 
regard to the motion which he intended to make on the 
apers now before the Houſe, relative to the conduct of the 
oſt Iadta and Quiberon expedition. He did not wiſh at all 
events to delay his motion upon that ſubject to Wedneſday 
ſennight. He underſtood that all tte papers laid before the 
Houſe, upon that ſubject, would be printed by Thurſday, and 
therefore he ſhould make his motion on Friday net. 
After a few words from Mr. Dundas, Mr. Sheridan's mo- 
tion was underſtood to ſtand for next Friday. , © 
Mr. Sheridan obſerved, that his honourable friend (Mr. 
Grey) had aſked the Chancellor of the Exchequer a queſtion, 
whether he intended that an Auſtrian loan ſhould take place? 
To which the riight honourable gentleman anſwered, Not 
in the preſent ſeſſion. his anfwer was a little ambiguous. 
He ſuppoſed the right honaurable gentteman did not mean to 
propoſe another Auſtrian loan. Were they to underſtand, 
that no money would be advanced to the Emperor from che 
executive.gavernment of this count. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid in reply, “ The queſtion, 
as it is now put to me, is one which I cannot anfwer, One 
queſtion is, whether I ſhall propoſe a loan to the Emperor in anc- 
ther feflion ? To that I ſay, that whether a further loan be pro- 
poſed to the Emperor in another ſeſſion or nat, it muſt be regu- 
lated by the circumſtances that ſhall then exiſt. I have no diffi- 
culty, however, in ſaying, that if at any other period it ſhall bc 
neceflary for the expreſs purpoſe of conſidering the propriety ot 

a loan to the Emperor, to call on parliament, I may do ſo; 
do not mean to ſayiÞ may not call on patliament for that pur- 
poſe, it it appears io me to be according to the general iuteteſts 


of the common cauſe. to do o. On the contrary, 4 1 * 
; 1 
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tharit may be neceſſiry and propet. I beg therefore it may 


be underſtood, that I do no not give up an Auſtrian n this 


year. © T'only fay I ſhall not propoſe it this ſeſſion.“ | 
Mr. Grey in obſervation upon this reply of the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer ſaid, The right honourable gentleman no- 
ſays he does not mean to debar himſelf from calling on par- 
liament in a future ſeſſion, if neceflary, Tor the purpoſe” of 
granting 2 loan to the Emperor; before he comes to pledge 
the Houſe however to any thing upon that ſubject, we habe 
4 right” to enquire; Whether he has it in contemplation «© 4d. 
fance to the Emperor, under any pretence whatever of ſerving 
the common caule, any ſum of money without the conſeut or 
pirtiarttent ? Am I to underſtand this from him, that he has it 
not in contemplation to propoſe to advance money to the Em- 
peror during the receſs 2? Becauſe if he has it in contemplation to 
advance money to the Emperor at this moment, under the plea 
of public hecetſity, and to propole the ratification of that ach in 
a future ſeſſion of parliament, or perhaps to a new parliament, 1 
ſhould'endeavour to recorda determination of tais Houſe, at leaſt 
I ſhould propoſe it to the houſe before we ſeparate, that, to ad- 
vance * money to the Emperor without the Count of parlia- 
ment 1s 2 high crime and miſdemeanour, tor this, in ſuch à caſe, 
appears to me to be our duty,” | 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer roſe again and ſaid, © If his 
Majeſty's miniſters ſhould ſee circumſtances which ſhould in- 
duce them to advance money to the Emperor, or any other of his 
Majeſty's allies, for fulfilling the purpoſe of the alliance, what 
they ſhould advance is a queſtion to which L cannot be called 
upon to give an anfwer, His Majelty's miniſters muſt ex- 
erciſe their diſctetion upon that ſubject. In the exerciſe of 
that diſcretion they will be reſponſible to parliament, © If any 


ſuch neceſſity ſhould ariſe, that will be a fit ſubject for the 


conſideration of, parliament, and then the queition. will be 
« Whether part{ain*nt ſhall be fatished with the exerciſe of 
that diſcretion ?** Tcrefore I couccive I cannot give a better 
anſwer at this time. wal 5 f | 


.. Grey once more addreſſæd the chair: odd | cannot ſuffer | 


a matter af fo much importance to pals in this manner. It is 
the duty of this houſe to exerciſe its own rights end functions 
and not to trauſmit the exerciſe of chem to others. I do not aſk 
whether, ii ſomne pollible event; 'a caſe migat not ariſe bn 
which the king's miniſters mizht not exerciſe their diſcretion, 
but Whether they think it potñole that ſuch a cale ariſes our ot 
the' preſent matter;' of whether tney have it in'contemplation? 
The right honourable paar i Ihewes us hat he could to 
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in this way three years ago. He ſhould ſhew us now whether 
he has any thing of this kind in contemplation, If he has, be 
ought to propoſe it to the houſe, Should he omit to propole it, 
and ſhould afterwards proceed upon any contemplation that he 
may have now, I ſay ſuch conducwill be a high crime and 
miſdemeanour, and for which he will, I hope be very ſeriouſly 
reſponſible hereafter, He talks lightly of theſe things, but the 
day may come when they will be ſerious matters to him, 1 
am willing to move this reſolution now if necellary, 5 That to 
apoly money 1 the receſs, for a loan to the emperor, with- 
out the conſent of parliament, is a high crime and miſde- 
mjeanour.” $# | os f | | 
The Chancellor 1 the Exchequer (:id, & The honourable gen- 
tle man will conſider whether he will make any, propoſition to 
the houſe or not; it is for him to judge for his own guidance, 
o his queſtion I ſhall not make any other anſwer.” | 
Mr. Grey. Then my queſtion, I underſtand, is anſwer- 


Mr. M. Robinſon was proceeding, when the ſpeaker obſer- 
ved there was no queſtion before the houſe. | 

Ar. Sheriflan contended that the converſation was certainly 
regular. Nothing could be more clear than that a queſtion 
ſach as that put by 'his honourable fricnd was regular. He 
concurred entirely with his honourable friend, that if the mi- 
niſter advanced to the emperor any money which he now had 
in contemplation to advance during the receſs, without the 
conſent of parliametit, he would be guilty of a high crime and 
miſdemeanor, 

Mr. Secretary Dundas called to order; he apprehended that 
the whole of the converſation was out of order, there. being 
another proceeding before the Houſe. | 

The Speaker ſaid, a queſtion was about to be put; but he 
had not put it. | 

Mr. Sheridan then faid, that, if the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer had it in contemplation to furniſh the. Emperor with 
money inthe receſs, he ſhould fay fo, in order that the Houle 
might give him authority for ſo doing. What objection could 
he have? Was it not ſafer for himſelf, than afterwards- to. 
come to the Houſe for an indemnity ? e had no objection to 
move, that, if the miniſter had it at preſent in contemplation 
to ſend: money to the Emperor, and ſhould ſend it during the 
receſe, without the conſent of parliament, he would be guilty. 
of a high miſdemeanour, | 1.4 6111500 9100104 

Tnis produced a cry of move] move / from the treaſury 
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bench; aud the buſineſs was put an end to by the Speaker's 
calling for e other arters of the day. 7 
Tyne Hill tor rhe relief of the poor curates was paſſet. 

The Bill tor relieving the families of perſons drawo by for, 
toſerve'in the militia, paſſed the committee, and the report 
was ordered to be received to-morrow. 0 bing 
Ide Quakers Bill went into à committee; Mr. Jodrell 
gave notice that, on the third reading, he ſhould oppoſe the 
clauſe which makes the affi mation of Quakers evidete in 
criminal cafes. The other o ders of the day being diſpoſed 
ot, the Hduſe adjour ne.. 9D 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
T Tuespar, May 10. 

+ INN cs. if 

The Earl of Mira reminded their dordſhips of achat he had 
faid in the Debate on the motion of the noble marquis a few 
days ſinoe, (on Monday May 2) when a noble baron. not 
then preſent, (lord Auckland) went into a variety of ſtate- 
ments founded on a comparative view of certain puhlie cir- 
cumſtances in the reſpectiv e periods of 158 3-4, and 1795-6; 
The Earl ſaid it ſtruck him at the time that many points in the 
noble baron's ſtatements were either erroneous in their ant, 
or falſe in the deductions drawn from them. He had taken 
pains ſince to examine them, and was confirmed in the opi- 
nion he had formed at the moment; meaning therefore to 
trouble their lordſhips with ſome obſervations on thoſe ſtate- 
ments helamented the abſence of the noble baron that day, 
and fit more the cauſe of it, underſtanding as he had done, 
that it was occalioned by a domeſtic misfortuue. He had nor 
he ſaid, been ſodeficient in politeneſs, as not to write to the 
noble baron and apprize him of his intention, in conſequence! 
of which he receivet an anfwer ſtating the reaſon of its not 
being poſſible for him to be preſent; holding in his hand, 
however; a "printed copy of the noble baron's ſpeech, which 
he underſtood to have the noble baron's authority; he would 
proceed to make his obſervations. The earl then adverted 
in a general manner to ſome of lord Auckland's leading ſtate 
ments, which he ſaid he would not diſcuſs in detail, as the 
noble baron was not prefent to explain on what grounds he 
reſted the arguments that he relied on, but hat he couſ: dered 
as more material, he mult call their lordſhips attention to, was 
the comparative view between certain public circumſtanc es in 
tue ceſpective periods of 1783-4 and 1795-06, and here he 2 

| | prem 
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premiſe that there could be no fair compariſon drawn between 
the ſtate of the finances and reſources of the country: in 1783, 
and the year 1795, the fituation and circumſtances of affai:s 
were ſo widely different, and had undergone ſo many changes, 
that the noble baron might juſt as well have choſen the year 
1683 as 1783, or 1583, or 1483. But did any man imagine 
that the Peace eſtabliſhment at the concluſion of the war would 
be brought within io ſinall a compaſs as fifteen. millions? Moſt 
certainly it could not be expected. To return however to the 
printed ſpeech, I he earl then went at ſome length into an 
examination of the various articles of finance and reſoutces, 
as they were ſtated by lord Auckland to ſtand at preſent, aud 
referred to ſo many arithmetioal calculations, and matters of 
complicated account, that the ableſt reporter could not poſſi- 
bly follow him without danger of repeated error and momenta- 
ry miſrepreſentation, it muſt ſuffice for the reporter of this page 
to inform the reader that the Earl dwelt much upon the manner 
in which lord Auckland had cloſed his comparative account by 
what, he termed a ſtriking and important ſtatement © | / 
Amount of revenue (including the land and malt) Scl 2 
«« the computed exprnditure on a peace e ſtabliſtunent of fiſteen 
4 millions „ 1783 Ca, 
Ditto above the computed expenditure on a ſimilar peace 
4 eſtabſiſhme t, with the addition of increaſed charges for the w- 
debt incurred by the prefent war 4 1795 L400 o 
Ik we compare the exceſs of 1796 (l. 3,400,000) with the deficiency of 1783 
(L 2,000,600), the difference of revenue in favour of the latter period will be 
I. 5, 400, oc. ; 
The Earl profeſſed that he did not clearly comprehend: what 
the noble baron meant by © Zelaw the computed expenditure ” 
and & abade the computed expenditure,” After reaſoning for 
ſome time upon the different ſtatements of lord Auckland, eatl 
Moira made many forcible obſervations on the great importance 
of parliament's conſtantly recurring to an examination into the 
ſtate of the finances, and the effect that varying circumſtances 
had with regard to the reſources of the country. On that ground 
he was perſuaded, that it would he highly ſatisfactory to their 
lordfhips, and to the public out of doors, to be inſormed on 
this important ſubject, and that miniſters ſhould. avail them- 
ſelves of every opportunity to ſatisfy the nation, that they were 
raided by A 8 ceconomy in the expenditure of the pub- 
; monyy. "The cat] before he ſat down referred: ta the former 
part of his argument reſpecting lord Auckland's ſpeech and ſaid 
he ſhould be glad to hear if any of the noble lords in office could 
take upon themſelves to explain thoſe parts of the noble baron's 
ſtatements 


4 
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ſtatements reſpecting which he had troubled their lordſhips 


Lord Grenville ſaid, he was at all times happy to pay atten- 
tion to what came from the noble earl, for whoſe character 
and talents no man entertained a more fincere reſpect; the 
fubject certainly deſerved the moſt ſerious attention of their 
jord{hips, and he could have no objection to the frequent diſ- 
cuſſion of it, becauſe he was convinced, that on the whole, he 
could congratulate that Houſe and the country, on the pro- 
ſperity of our finance, and the proſpect of that proſperity. He 
for one had no ſcruple to declare, that he agreed completely 
in the ſtatements, calculations and comparifons of his noble 
friend who was abſent, the cauſe of which abſence he regretted 
in common with the noble earl. With regard to the particu- 


lar ſtatements, the correctneſs of which the noble earl had 


queſtioned, he was enabled from a communication that he had 
been favoured with by his noble friend, to ſhew the Houſe, 
that they were founded on indifputable data, . and that his 
noble friend's inferences and reaſoning upon them were war- 
rantable and juſt, His lordſhip there from a written ſtate- 
ment, drawn up, as we conceived, by Lord Auckland, went 
through an examination of all the points in queſtion, proving 
by fair calculations and immediate references to the various 
accounts upon the table, that his argument and that of his 
noble friend was ſupported by the papers before their lordſhips. 
After having with great perſpicuity gone through all the ſtate. 
ments that the Earl of Moira had adverted to, he faid, our 
taxes were productive, even beyond the molt ſanguine expec- 
tation; and, under this impreſſion, he was anxious at all times 
to enter into the detail of the ſeveral branches of the public 
revenue. Their lordſhips well knew, that a committee was 
appointed in 1791, to examine the public accounts on the 
moſt authentic documents, and ſtate their opinion accord 
ingly. That committee was compoſed of men of the firſt 
character. The Houſe was long in poſſeſſion of their report; 
and the Houſe would recollect, that when the committee had 
ſtated,” that according to the beſt exerciſe of their judgment, 
experience, and knowledge of the reſources of this country, 
the amount of the permanent taxes, independent of the land 
and malt, would be annually thirteen millions and a Half, it 
was inſiſted on by ſome noble lords, that the ſtatement was, too 
fanguine, ' What was the reſult ? What was at that time a 
mere matter of calculation, had fince been confirmed by facts. 
That committee had undoubtedly calculated for contingency, 
they eouid not, however, at the time, foreſee that this — 
oa 5 W 


I 


433 WQODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REFORTS: / [Loxm, 


would be involved in a war different from "ay ather war in 
which this country was ever engaged, the leading feature of 
which was neceſſarily immenſe expence: yet, with all theſe 
unforeſeen events, they had not calculated the income of the 
country teo highly; in the courſe of the laſt three years, the 
the total amount of the permanent taxes exclulive,. as be had 
already obſerved af the land and malt, roſe to the immenſe ſum 
of forty-two millions, or very near it. In ſhort, on an ayerage 
of the three laſt years, it amounted to thirteen millions ſeven 
hundred and ſixty-ſour thouſand a year; he flattered himſe f 
therefore, that it would maintain that amount under all the 
peculiar circumſtances af the war, He conceived himſelf en- 
titled to congratulate their lord{hips and the country on ano- 
ther circumſtance and that was, that the old taxes appeared to 
have found their level, or, at leaſt, to have come up. to their 
» eſtimates; this was fo aſtoniſhing, that it ſcarcely was to be 
believed, if it could not be proved by undeniable documents; 
his lordſhip referred to a variety of official ſtatements of the 
different branches of the public revenue, comprehending the 
cuſtoms, ſtamps, incidents, and exciſe, in order to ſhew that 
under all the peculiar circumſtances of the preſent war, the 
taxes were productive, and that in almoſt every inſtance, they 
had exceeded the eſtimates ; be therefore held himſelf warrant- 
ed from the proſpect of affairs, to believe with ſame degree of 
confidence, there was little apprchenhon of any deficiency. 

| The Earl of Moira ſaid, that however anxious he might be 
from his wiſhes to accede to the opinion cf the noble ſecretary, 
he was ſorry to find, that on the preſent occaſion, he ſhould 
be obliged to differ with him in the moſt material parts of his 
ſpeech. The noble carl lamented, that when the queſt ions of 
finance were agitated in that Houle, that the arguments weie 
not confined to the documents on the table at the time; every 
argument and cyery aſſertion that could be proved and com- 
pared by ſuch documents, he ſhould ever conſider as exttane- 
ous and entirely foreign to the queſtion, in ſhort as an unecel- 
ſary waſte of the time of the Houſe, If be could not, there- 
fore, ſucceed by prevailing an gentlemen to conſine themſelves 
to this mode, be would not trauſerels it hiniſelf. He would 
take accounts merely as he found them in the papers on their 
lordſhips table; if the facts were not cot ted in thele papers, 
miniſters, and not he, were to blame: — they had brought 
them down themſelves, and of courſe they muſt be the beſt 
judges whether they were correct or not; but he would for 
the moment ſuppoſe them to be petſeclly correc... By the ac- 
counts on the table, it was ſtated that the annual amavnt of 
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the permanent taxes, including the land and malt, which he 
eſtimated at two millions and a half, amounted to eighteen 

millions and à half. This was preciſely the ſum in round 
numbers, as ſtated in the papers at that time before the Houſe. 
The annual expenditure of the peace eaſtabliſhment as ſtated 
by the committee in 1791 in their report, was fifteen millions 

and a half: to this was to be added, two millions and a half, 
the intereſt of the different ſums of money borrowed in the 
coitrſe of the preſent war up to the 5th of April 1795. This, 
added to the former ſum, would raiſe it to eighteen millions; 

{ that the whole excefs was only half a million but their lord- 

ſhips ſhould obſerve, that in this account there was no provi- 
hon made for the annual million to be ſet apart for the extinc- 
tion of the national debt, and two hundred thouſand pounds 
above that ſum. Another item was to be added to this; vis. 

the ſum of eight hundred thouſand pounds for the ſeven mil- 
lions which the miniſter borrowed in his ſupplementary budget. 
Adding all theſe ſums together, therefore the aggregate would 
not exceed this fum, and leſs it could not be; 2 what was 
the income to meet it? Eighteen millions and a half: Se 
that in the very firſt inſtance, on the face of theſe papers, 
there was a defalcation of one million five hundred thouſand 

pounds; To make up this defiziency would require additional 

taxes, 95 
The noble Secretary, it was true, had ſaid, that in additio 

to the permanent taxes, together with the land and malt, mini · 

ſters hat not taken the five hundred thouſand pounds from the 

Eaſt India company, nor the lottery, which was eſtimated at 
three hundred thouſand pounds. He thought the miniſter 
ated prudently in keeping theſe two articles diſtin, becauſe 
theſe reſources, in his opinion were precarious : As to the firſt, 
he was not certain that the Eaſt India company had paid a 
ſhilling yet or would be able to pay any this year; and as to 
the ſecond, it went to barter the morals of the people for re- 
venue. Another point, to which he wiſhed to draw the atten» 
tion of their lordſhips. The noble (ſecretary had ſtated, in 
a kind of triumphant air, that the old taxes had maintained 
and come up to their eſtimates; he wiſhed to ſee this verified 
from authentic documents; were it a fact however, up to the 
preſent time, he would not venture to flatter himſelf that it 
would continue fo ; becauſe when new taxes were impoſed, 
they would neceſſarily prove a draw-back on old taxes; a man 
of a moderate income wouid ſuit his expenditure to that in- 
come; a ſucceffion of new taxes would teach him cxconomy ; 
and articles of luxury would unavoidably give way to articles 

Vol. IV. 1796. 3K of 
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of convenience. It was not his intention to follow the noble 
ſecretary through the detail of the production of the different 
branches of the revenue, as he did not wiſh to divert the at- 
tention of their lordſhips from the prominent points which he 
had ſtated; he was convinced, however, and could prove it 
from unanſwerable arguments, and undeniable facts, that there 
was a daily defalcation in the different branches of the revenue, 
particularly in the cuſtoms. He hoped what he had ſtated was 
plain, he ſhould nevertheleſs be ready to yield to correction; 
he had only one object in view in agitating this queſtion, which 
was, to ſatisfy the minds of thoſe on the ſubject, of ſuch mo- 
mentous concern to every man, that did not wiſh to ſhut their 
eyes to the ſituation of the country ; at the ſame time he diſ- 
claimed either entertaining himfelf, or wiſhing to induce others 
to entertain deſpondent ideas of the reſources of the country ; 
he was perſuaded our reſources were great, but large in their 
extent, and ſolid and ſubſtantial in their means as they were, if 
improvidently applied, and if their application were not con- 
ſtantly watched over, they might be fruiileſly waſted and the 
country ruined. | | 

Lord Grenville roſe once more to aſſert that the old taxes had 
maintained their ſeveral eſtimated amounts to an aſtoniſhing 
degree; and that he was perſuaded, from every circumſtance, 
that they would continue to maintain it. | 
Lord Hawkeſbury reminded the Houſe that no blame was 
imputable to their lordſhips for not having the ſubject fully be- 
fore them. They had waited fix weeks for the motion, and 
when it was brought, the noble marquis thought proper to for- 
bear going into the queſtion of finance, With regard to what 
his noble friend, the ſecretary of ſtate had ſaid, it was difficult 
to explain the meaning of another in reafoning and arguments 
founded on calculation, but his noble friend bad done it as well 
as any one could do. His noble friend had ſtatedeverycircum- 
ſtance with candeur and correctneſs ; the permanent taxes were 
productive beyond the moſt ſanguine hopes. The committee 
of 1791 was compoſed of gentlemen who had ſome character 
to maintain, and they certainly gave a proof of it; their 
eſtimates were founded on good ſenſe and experience, and time 
had proved, that in their eſtimates of the reſources of this coun- 
try, they were not too ſanguine; as to the production of the per- 
manent taxes, the laſt three years, amounted to a conſiderable 
ſum bey ond the ſtatement of that Committee. To prove that 
there were no grounds for the deſpondent picture of our reſour- 
ces, that ſome perſons ſeemed to take a melancholy pleaſure 
in holding out, his lordſhip went ſomewhat at large W 
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ſubject, and ſtated the reaſons on which he had formed the 
favourable opinion, he was ſatisfied, he was warranted, in enter- 
taining. He ſhewed the ſtate of the commerce of the country, 
and the ſtate of our navigation, each of which ſerved to hold 
out the moſt flattering proſpect of increaſing proſperity. His 
lordſhip concluded with declaring that he did not fee any 
end that could be ferved by frequent attempts to de- 
preciate the reſources of the country, as it furniſhed the 
enemy with a temporary triumph and could anſwer no good 
e at home. 

The Earl of Miira repeated his declaration, that in bringin 
farward any obſervations on this ſubject, he had rot the => 
diſtant idea of attaching any deſpondency to our ſituation; he 
was well convinced of the ſolidity of our reſources, he wiſhed, 
however to ſee thoſe reſources managed with cxzconomy—By 
economy, he did not mean that paltry kind of ſaving, which 
might paſs with narrow minds for œconomy, that money 
which was expended the moſt profitably in the adminiſtration 
of the public affairs, was the moſt axconomically diſpoſed of; 
he only wiſhed that minifters, when they talked on © the 
matter, would do it in ſomething of a ſober tone, ſuited to 
the gravity of the ſubject. With regard to what he had ſaid 
that day, he felt himſelf in a manner pledged to make fome 
reply to the ſpeech of the noble baron, in a late debate, and 
he held the printed ſpeech of the noble baron io be authentic, 
a5 it was avowed by him; nor indeed could any conſideration 
of the reſources of the country be inopportune ; ſo far from 


furniſhing the enemies of the country with a temporary 


triumph, it would prove that we were not afraid of looking 
our ſituation in the face. 

The Earl of Coventry expreſſed his aſtoniſhment that noble 
lords ſhould occupy ſo much of the time of the Houſe in diſ- 
cuſſing a ſubject, at preſent utterly beyond the reach of the 
moſt comprehenſive mind to form an opinion upon. The 
time for debating the extent of the future peace eſtabliſhment 
was not yet arrived. Flagrante bello it was impoſſible to gueſs 


what would be fit to be the peace eftablifhment of this coun- 


try; it muſt depend on a variety of contingent and relative 
circumſtances ; could any man at preſent ſay what number of 
troops France would conſent to maintain on the Continent, at 
the end of the war, and without knowing it, could any man 
ſay, what internal force it would be prudent for this country 
to keep up? Their lordſhips had been called down to hear 
another ſubject diſcuſſed, Why then ſhould they unneſſarily 


waſte their time ? Sufficient to the day was the evil _— 
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and he hoped the country would be found equal to meet the 
evil of the day. He thanked God we had hitherto proved 
equal to the difficulty of the conteſt, and he truſted that we 
ſhould continue to be found equal to ſupport the continuance 
of the war, till a fit moment ſhould arrive for our obtaining x 
ſaſe and honourable peace. 

Lord Grenville obſerved to their lordſhips, that we had been 
for ſome time engaged in an expenſive war: ny hitherto we had 
provided for all the expences of the war. In the preſent year 
we had voted certain ſums to defray the expence— We had, he 
truſted, voted ſufficiently. He thought then it would be time 
enough to attempt to depreciate our reſources, when any of 
the ſervices failed for want of a proper ſupply. 

The Marquis of Lanſdnwn ſaid, he could not have believed 
the printed ſpeech produced by the noble earl to have been 
authentic, had not the noble earl declared, that the noble baron 
avowed it, becauſe he knew the noble earl's habits of urbanity 
anò politeneſs too well, to have imagined that he would not 


have done him juſtice, and ſtated fairly what he ſaid. From 


the diſtinguiſhing candour of the noble lord, he was inclined 
to believe that what he had ſaid, had eſcaped his recollection, 
becauſc he appealed to noble lords, if he had not in the firſt 
inſtance referred to the reports of the commiſſioners of ac- 
counts, as the firſt ground of his argument, and expreſsly 
ſtated the appropriation act, and its violation as another. He 
had given notice of his motion ſix weeks ago, and the object 
of it had been ſtated in every newſpaper. He was, therefore, 


ſurprized to hear the noble lord, (Lord Hawkeſbury) complain 


that they had waited ſix weeks (or the motion, when the fat 
notoriouſly was, that he had waited for the papers, which go- 


verument had kept back, and ſome of them were nat delivered 


till the very morning of the day, on which the motion was to 
be made. He repeated it that he had particularly called the 
attention of the Houſe to the reports of the commiſſioners of 
accounts, which contained matters well worth their lordſhips 
moſt ſerious conſideration. Thoſe reports and the papers on 
the table, preſented ſubjects ſo multifarious, that it was im- 
poſſible to go into all of them. He had, therefore, choſen to 
take up the great leading and conſtitutional principles for con- 
ſideration, in oppoktion to the mere figures and matters of 
arithmetic, important as the latter undoubtedly were. Their 
lordſhips all knew, that ſuch was the intricacy of accounts, 
even among individuals, that it was rare to find fix men who 
agreed in them, Lawyers and judges were ſo ſenſible of this, 
that they never attempted to ſettle them themſelves, or _ 
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ſend them to a jury; they always left them to merchants. If 
this was the caſe in reſpect to accounts between man and man, 


trader and trader, what muſt it be in regard to the accounts . 


of a great nation; indeed he was perſuaded that it would be 
extremely difficult, if not impoſſible to come to any iſſue on 
ſuch a ſubject in that Houſe. Knowing how eaſy it was to 
puzzle their lordſhips with figures, he had called the attention 
of the Houſe to the more important point, the violation of the 
conſtitution and the laws of the land, of which miniſters had 


been guilty, The noble lord who ſpoke lately (Lord Hawkeſ- 


bury) ſhove on figures, he was made up of figures, figures, 


figures! He lived upon figures, dreamt of little elſe, and could 


ſpeak of nothing but two millions, three hundred pounds, 
ffteen ſhillings and fourpence halfpenny, or two millions, two 
hundred and fifty five pounds, ten ſhillings and threepence 
three farthings; when the noble lord, therefore, found an 

argument againſt him, he always reſorted to his favourite 
maze and led their lordſhips through a labyrinth of millions, 
thouſands, hundreds, pounds, ſhillings, pence, halfpence, and 
farthings. He for his own part had choſen to call the conſider- 
ation of the Houſe to ſomething of ſtill higher importance, 
to principles and not to pence, to the conſtitution and not to 
arithmetic, becauſe the principles of the conſtitution were not 
only more important but more intelligible. The ſubjects in 
the papers on their lordſhips table comprehended great mat- 
ters and great principles, he had, as he before- mentioned, 
ſelected from them the moit intereſting, the conſtitution and 
the law; he had endeavoured io call their attention to the gra- 
dual undermining of the one,, and the open violation of the 
other; his object was to preſerve the conſtitution and the laws 
entire, and he was perſuaded when Engliſhmen reſumed their 
native character, ſhook off the torpor that for the moment fo 
ſtrangely benumbed their faculties, and once more felt as Eng- 
liſhmen, they would feel and acknowledge that their beſt fecu- 
rity reſted on confining miniſters within the bounds of the 
conſtitution.  'T he appropriation act he in common with ever 

other reflecting man, conſidered as the moſt ſacred of all 
others, and therefore it ought to be held the moſt inviolate. 
He did not by any means wiſh or intend to diſparage the mat- 
ter of finance, or the alluſion to the peace eſtabliſhment made 
that day, both certainly were of great and ferious importance, 
but comparatively of little when ſet in oppolition to principles, 
when contraſted with the conttitution and the laws. To go 
into a queſtion of finance before they conſidered how, the 
country ſtood with regard to its conſtitution and the laws, 


would 
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would be like a man of twenty thouſand a year, waſting a 
third part of his income, 6 or 7000ol. per annum, in a laviſh 
manner, and in the midſt of his diſſipation and extravagance, 
ſetting down coollyto calculate how much he ſhould have to live 
on twenty years hence. As anoble friend of his (the Earl of 
Coventry) had obſerved, the peace eſtabliſhment could not be 
talked of at preſent with any poſſibility of accuracy, becauſe it 
was impoſhble to ſay what troops France would keep up when 
peace would take place, or what would be then their relative 
ſituation at home or abroad. The noble lord (Hawkeſbury) 
had ftated that, by attempting to depreciate the revenues of this 
country, it would hold out a certain degree of conſolation to 
the enemy: he did not ſee how it could have that effect. If 
it ſhould appear that our finances were not in that flouriſhing 
ſtate, notwithſtanding the lofty tones of miniſters, it would 
not be the enemy, but the people of this country, that would 
feel the fatal effects. He was certain for one, that by ſwelling 
our finances beyond their due bounds, we ſhould render our- 
ſelves no great ſervice with foreign nations, we ſhould in ſo 
doing raiſe their envy, and induce them to believe that we 
were arriving at an univerſal monopoly of commerce. 
n the debate the other day, he had expreſsly ſet aſide all the 
finance part of the argument, becauſe he would not puzzle 
their lordſhips. He had then aſſigned the reaſons for endea- 
vouring to call their attention to the moſt important conſider- 
ations, and had reſerved the other to a noble earl's manage- 
ment, well knowing his ability, his induſtry, and the infinite 
pains, he had taken with the ſubject. He had certainly looſely 
mentioned the payment of a ſum of 40, oool. to the Dey of 
Algiers, but 40,000). in ſuch an enormous ſcale of expence, 
as the preſent ruinous war had occaſioned, was as 30, oool. 
gained in proportion to the expenditure of millions. He hoped 
the ſubject of finance would be fully gone into by his noble 
friend, and he ſhould be prepared to give his opinion upon it, 
whenever the day of debate came. 
Lord Hawkeſhury ſaid, he was not a little aſtoniſhed at the 
manner in which the noble marquis had choſen to expreſs 
himſelf. He owned he did not expect to hear either his noble 
friend {Lord Grenville) or himſelf complained of for uſing a 
few figures, in a converſation immediately turning upon 
figures and expreſsly brought on not by them. In ſpite, how- 
ever, of the ridicule of the noble marquis, though a mere 
man of figures, he ſhould be ready to meet the ſubject of 
fmance fully; whenever it ſhould be brought forward, and 
he flattered himſelf he ſhould be able to ſatisfy their — 
2 4 ; at 
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that there was great reaſon for gratification and comfort, but 
no ground for deſpondency in any reſpect whatſoever. 

he Earl of Lauderdale ſaid, the noble lord (Hawkeſbury) 
ſhould not have reaſon to complain of being taken by ſurprize; 
he would indulge his lordſhip with a full opportunity of reply- 
ing to every remark z for which purpoſe he ſhould bring for- 
ward a motion on the ſubject of the papers on the table. He 
wiſhed to bring it forward on an early day: but as the whole 
expenditure of the preſent year could not be preciſely known, 
till the committee of — was cloſed in the other Houſe 
he ſhould be obliged to defer it till then. It was at length 
agreed that the Houſe ſhould be ſummoned on Lord Lauder- 
dale's notice on Tue{day the 17th inſtant. 


MOTION FOR A CHANGE OF SYSTEM, IN REGARD TO EX+- 
TERNAL POLITICS, 


The Earl of Guildford ſaid, no apology was neceſſary from 
him for calling the attention of the Houle to the motion of 
which he had given notice; the public embarraſſment in con- 
ſequence of the war, and the manner in which, miniſters had 
conducted it, were ſo notorious, that there could be but one 
opinion about the conſequences that embarrafiimeat led to, and 
thus it became a critical time at which it was the duty of every 
public man, whether a miniſter, or merely a member of par- 
lament, to come forward with his opinion and advice; and 
the neceflity of attending to the conduct of miniſters, 
never was more manifeſt than it was at preſent. One wiſh 
only could prevail, viz. a wiſh for peace upon the beſt terms 
that could be obtained from a due conſideration of the relative 
ſucceſſes of the two countries; their relative force, and the 


relative probabilities that might be ſtated from the preſent ap - 


pearances. In the addreſs he meant to move, he ſaid, he 
would ftate the meaſures he thought molt likely to extricate 
the country from the lamentable ſituation in which the miſ- 
conduct of miniſters had involved us; all the difficulties, diſ- 
alters, and dangers that had happened to us, were to be aſeri- 
bed to the miſerable ſyſtem of meaſures purſued by miniſters, 
and ſtill further to the more miſerable way in which that ſyſtem 
had been carried into execution; all this ſyſtem then muſt be 
completely done away, and a new one adopted, before any 


good could be expected; indeed there could be but little hopes 
of ſucceſs or proſperity, until the Houſe and the miniſters were 


perſuaded that they ought to undo all that they had done, and 


retreat every ſtep they had advanced in this ruinous and abſurd. 
conteſt, While it was allowed on all hands that the country 
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could not Jong exiſt without peace, they muſt all Jament how 
little chance there was of obtaining a ſafe and honourable 
peace, while the ſame men were allowed to purſue the fame 
ſyſtem, Having attempted unſucceſsfully laſt ſeſſion to con- 
vince the Houſe of this, he lamented the neceſſity of tiring 
their lordſhips with ſtale hacknied topicks, bur he would wel 
on them as ſhortly as poſſible; the topicks neceſſarily were 
the conduct of the war, the incurring it when it could have 
been avoided by the treatment of Monſieur Chauvelin, the 
neglect of the oppportunity of making = when we 
had retaken the greateſt part of Auſtrian Flanders and had 
Valenciennes in our hands, and might have made honourable 
terms on the grounds of the ſucceſs of our arms. He would 
ſtate” his propoſition to be this, a total abandonment of the 
former conduct and ſyſtem of miniſters, and the neceſſity for 
that and the other Houſe of parliament to lay before the king 
a full and fair ſtatement of the real ſituation into which the; 
had brought the country, by their general conduct for the lf 
three years, from no part of which, it was yet poſlible to 
know what was the object of the war. With regard to the 
commencement of the war, he had uniformly held the fame 
opinion, and whatever had been the conduct of France, there 
was nothing on our part that looked like a with to avoid go- 
ing into it; he referred to the recal of Lord Gower, and the 
diimiſſion of Chauvelin. It had been faid that the war was ne- 
ceſſar y for the ſafety of the conſtitution of the country; in 
what particular however was the conſtitution better by the 
war? It was clear that the averſion of minifters to peace had 
prolonged the war, and had coſt the country, as had been 
ſtated in another place, fifty millions of money, and fifty 
thouſand lives. The original pretences for going to war were 
not, however, found ſufficient for both thefe purpoſes, and va- 
rious other reaſons were affigned for the origin of the war, and 
very different grounds had fince been had recourſe to; the ex- 
iſtence of a-repnblic in France was ſaid to be inconſiſtent with 
mne ſafety of the Britiſh conſtitution, and on this idea mini- 
ers, ſtrongly ſupported by a majority; put themſelves at the 
head of a grand confederacy againſt France. When Holland 
was protected, and the Netherlands reſtored, 9 every 
proper aid was gained that Britain interfered for. But wild 
thoughts, joined to their own warm imaginations, had led 
them -to-think that they miſt not make peace until they had 
arrived at the gates of Patis; the defeats,” diſgraces, and diſ- 
may that followed thoſe projets were ſuffcientiy known, and 
this proud confederacy fell to pieces; whether we * 
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ped by our allies, or they deceived by us, was ſtill a queſtion. 
His lordſhip pointed out the abſurdity of the declarations of our 
allies upon various.occaſions. He reprobated in ſtrong terms 
the conduct of this country by encouraging the royaliſts to car- 

on the war in La Vendee ; had that ever been proper, mi- 
niſters by their negligence loſt the opportunity when it might 
have been ſucceſsful. | He adverted to the effect which that af- 
fair had apon our Weſt India expedition, and ſaid, though they 
were deaf to foreign (ufferings, od certainly would feel for 
the diſtreſſes that befel Admiral Chriſtiaa's fleet, and aſked what 
atonement miniſters could fg 4 the incalculable evils which 
their blunders and incapacity had brought upon the country. 
After the ſurtender of Valenciennes, he thought miniſters highly 


blameable for, loſing. the moment of victory to terminate the 


war, but their not making peace when it was in their hands, 
ſhewed that they mult have had other views than thoſe often- 
ſibly held forth. If the change in the French government 
was an objection to making peace, it was one which might 
laſt for ever. He took a curiory review. of the war as affect 


ing the internal ſtate of the country, and the encroachments 


upon the conſtitution which it had given riſe to; among others 
he ſtated the great dread of military force that had been introduced 
into the ſy ſtem of government; that vigour beyond the law that 
had been mentioned in another place as neceſſary to be reſorted 
to; the ſuſpenſiqn of the Habeas Corpus Act; the ule that had 
been made of the Alien Bill; and thoſe latter Bills founded 
upon ſome low diſgraceful proceedings, which amounted tg 
a prohibition againſt meetings of almoſt any deſcription ; 
thoſe and many other initances he ſaid he could mention as 
the effects of the war upon the conſtitution ; adding that if the 


conſtitution, . weakened and encroached upon as it was, was 


the ſort of conſtitution that miniſters wiſhed for, he mult ſay, 
that he ſhould never feel it matter of exultation. The effect 
on the finances was equally deplorable, 100 millions were 
added to our debt; 24 millions had been ſtated in another 
place by the finance miniſter as the loweſt probable peace ex- 
penditure, though by wiſer and more intelligent men, it was 
thought that it would be much more, and it ought to be re- 
collected, that this was the prediction of one who had hitherto 
been uniformly falſe in his predictions, while thoſe of his abler 
opponents had been uuitormly correct and true. If this was 


the caſe now, who could anticipate, the expence of another 
campaign. Another, and a very ſerious contideration, he ſaid, 
— drawback. on trade occaſioned by the war. The 
King's meſſage, which ſtated, that chere was no objection 30 
Vor. IV. 1796. 3 L 
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negotiate had afforded univerſal” ſatisfaction, but the ſubſe- 
quent conduct of miniſters in not following up the ſpirit of 
that meſſage, and letting three months elapſe before they at- 
tempted to negotiate, was in his opinion diſgraceful” to the 
country, and pregnant with miſchievous conſequences With 
regard to the mode of treating with M. Barthelemy; a more 
awkward attempt was furely never exhibited to the eyes of 
mankind. Whoever the author of the propoſition washe 
thought him entitled to the thanks of the country, but the ne- 
gociation had been conducted in fuch a manner as almoſt to 
Mmduace him to lament that the propoſition had ever been made. 
+ The notification * was inſidious, and the declaration of Mr. 
Wickham, that he was not empowered to treat, but only au · 
thoriſed to receive an anſwer whether France was diſpoſed to 
treat or not was highly unwiſe, and ſhewed that it had been 
the latent motive and meaning ot miniſters all along to deccive 
parliament, and hold out a deluſion to Europe. The anſwer 
made was undoubtedly arrogant and ambitidus, but could 
any one believe that the miniſters of this country were ſincere 
when they made the propoſitton? Let any man read it, and 
then gravely ſay, that he believed they made it with a real and 
b5na fide intent to obtain a peace] from his ſoul he muſt (ay, 
that he drew the ſame concluſions as were drawn by the 
French; that in our offers we were not ſincere. He agreed 
that the municipal form of any government ought not to be 
pleaded in bar of any negotiation; it was however eaſy to 
fee that the arrogance of France was the effect of ſuccets, 
and the extravagant feelings that naturally aroſe from it; het 
ambition certainly though an overweening, was not a badly 
concerted ambition; while our arrogance was the paſſion of 
an angry child, and our ambition an ambition to keep the 
valuable poſſeſſion of Corſica. He admitted that the-reſources 
of the counti y were ſolid and conſolatory, but great as they 
were, they might be puſhed too far. He reminded their lord- 
Ships of the caſe, that in the reign of our greut deliverer King 
Wiliam ; "that prince was obliged to loſe the advantaze-of 2 
wole campaign during a moſt ſucceſsful part of the war, for want 
of ſpec ĩe to pay the army with in Flanders. He warned mivil- 
ters therefore from incurring alike inconvenience,'which under 
the cireumſtances of the preſent war, would be a matter . 
ſerious moment, in conſequence of carrying things to an extte- 
"rity by an unlimited export of money. After an animated 
and fevere invective againit miniſters'un the grounds of their 
aſſumed imbecility and miſconduct, the Earl declared he faw 
no remedy for the calamities in which they had inyolved the 
A ng: . i SA SEE a1 Fj cauntry, 
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country, but to tread: back again every ſtep they had taken, 
and to undo all that they had done; he ſhould therefore move 
an addreſs to be laid before the throne to that effect, having 
on a former occaſion moved for an enquiry, in vain. His 
lordihip faid the motion was long, and with the permiſũion or 
the Houle, he would wave reading it, and hand it to the noble 
and learned lord on the woolfack. | | ERA 
No objection being made, it was read by the Lord Chan- 
cellor,, and was, ſimilar in ſubſtance to that moved by Mr. Fox 
on the ſame-day in the Houſe of Commons, which the reader 
will ind ia the following pages. 
Lend Syancy objected. to theſe reſolutions as the moſt ex- 
traordinar y, he had every reaſon, to believe that were ever 
offered to that or any other Houſe of Parliament, en 
He declared he never heard ſo unparliamentary a proceeding 
as to bring tot ward on the ſudden fo ſong a motion, or rather 
a pamphlet, for it coutiſted of thirtecu pages, and ſeemed 
more like -a pamphlet intended for peruſal without doors, 
than a motion, and call on their lordſhips to ſwallow the whole 
at one gulp, and vote a volume that condemned every ſtep they 
had taken, and every reſolution on the war that they had voted 
for the laſt three years. Phe reſolutions were of ſuch length, 
that the noble earl had excuſed ai mſelf from the fatigue of read- 
ing them, and had therefore handed them up to be read by the 
noble and learned lord on the woolſack. He had given ſuch 
attention to them as he was able ; but he really found him- 
{elf unable to ſay to what points they went; as far as he could 
collect from having heard the motion once read, there. were 
ſeveral matters ſtated on which he ſhould be diſpoſed to diſfer 
compleatly from the noble ear}, others he could not hear, in 
fact it was impoſlible for him to comprehend or underitagd 
the whole 'of a motion ſo dittuſe, fo complex, and ſo full 
of variety of different matters. He believed this was the ſirſt 
time their lord{hips, without any previous inquiry, and with 
no proof either of evidence or argument, were ever called on 
to addreſs the throne z and, above all, it was incumbent. upon 


the noble mover to have propoſed the adjournment of the de- 


bate at leaſt for a day, that their lordſhips might have an op- 
portunity of acquiring {ſame knowledge of the contents of the 
motion. For theſe reaſons he ſhould vote againſt it, 4 
The Duke of Bedford ſaid he underſtood motion of equal 
length had been propoſed, if there had not, he ſhould not 


- tturdily. rejcct a good purpaſe becauſe it might want precedent. 


He admitted that it was difficult for noble lords to uaderſtagd 


the Whole of fo long and complex a motion at once, and he 
p 3L 2 agreed 
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agreed with the noble viſcount on that head, though the nature 


of the motion had been ſtated by his noble friend when he firſt 
ave notice, and the topics touched upon were ſuch as had 


often diſcuſſed, and needed little new inveſtigation. If 


however noble lords imagined the delay neceſſary to make up 
their minds on the ſubject, he thought it fair to give them 
time to conſider it, and would therefore move to Nn de 
coniideration of the motion till Monday. * 
The Zeorl of Carliſie and Lord Mulgrave both roſe together. 
but the latter gave way. The carl ſaid he never hed witneſſed 
ſo irregular a proceeding ſince he had. ſat in parliament, 
The firſt. irregularity was for a noble lord to introduce a mo- 
tion and not ſtate it himſelf, but on the contrary to hand it at 
once to the noble lord on the woolſack, and then, which was 
a greater irregularity, for the noble duke to move to adjourn 
the debate to a future day, againſt which day he preſumed a 
motion neither recognized nor received by the Houſe was to 
be n for that he took it ſor granted was the purpoſe of 
the delay. Ane ($15 
Ide Kart of Carnarvon ſaid; that what might be properly 
conſidered as the motion, was in fact a very: ſhort motion. 
The paper handed up contained a ftring of articles of impeach- 
ment - againſt -niiniſters. The argument of it he could not 
anſwer becauſe it contained none, but was mere aflertion with- 
out reaſon, and without proof. It would be better to move 
for the removal of miniſters at once, but though he diſapproved 
* parts of the conduct of the war, he could not go that 
lengt n. 50 ec 

Lord Mulgrave agreed with the noble earl, that nothing 
could be more irregular than the mode of proceeding; though 
there certainly was no occaſion to adjourn che debate. He 
declared himſelf willing to enter upon it then, and if it would 
be decent for him, not being in a reſponſible fituation to de- 
fend the conduct of miniſters, he ſaw enough of the motion to 
be able to do it at that time, as well as he ſhould be able to it 
on Monday. He ſaid, on the firſt bluſn of the motion he 
could oppoſe a variety of arguments to the different aſſertions 
it contained, but he would reſerve himſelf for the debate. 
There had undoubtedly been much irregularity of proceeding, 
but he had not heard his noble friend aſk to have the motion 


read. | | | | 

i, Toe Earl of Guildfard ſaid he ſhould be extremely ſorry to 
be guilty of any irregularity, at which their lordſhips might 
del wat y take offence; he begged leave to remind them how- 
Ever, that before he had given the motion out of n 
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had appealed to them, whether it were with their lordſhips“ 
conti nt, that he might wave reading the reſolutions, - With 
regard to adjourning the debate, it was a matter of perfect in- 
difference to him: He left it entirely to the Houſe to diſpoſe 
of the motion and debate as they thought proper,” 

There being a general exclamation of go on, go on * 
The Duke of Bedford roſe and ſaid, he had merely moved to 
adjourn on what the noble viſcount (Lord Sydney) had ſaid, 
and from a motive of candour; he was nevertheleis ready to 
withdraw it, if the Houſe would permit. The motion of ad- 
journment was then, by general conſent, withdrawn. Q 

Lord Hawkeſbury objected to the adjournment, he ſaid, he 
really did not know whether the motion was adjourned or not: 
the few points that ſeemed to demand any notice from him, he 
was then as ready to diſcuſs as he could be at any future time; 
[The Duke of Bedford informed his lordſhip that the motion 
of adjournment was withdrawn.] The motion of the noble 
earl was ſo extraordinary a one that he knew not where to to 
begin to reply, the motion being ſo loaded with different mat- 
ter. It ſet out with the commencement of the war, a point 
that had been often diſcuſſed, and reſpecting which the Houſe 
declared again and again that its commencement was unavoid- 
able in conſequence of the wanton and unprovoked aggreſſion 
of the French His lordſhip in a ſummary way recapitulated 
the arguments ſo often urged on this head; and in like man- 
ner touched upon all the topicks referred to in the reſolutions, 
diſpoſing of them point by point. With regard to the alledged 
diſpofition of the French to make peace after the ſurrender of 
Valenciennes, there having been ever the ſmalleſt intimation 
of ſuch a diſpoſition on the part of France, was a circumſtante, 
of which he had not the lighteſt knowledge ; and he appealed 
to his noble friend (Lord Grenville) who was officially more 
likely to be acquainted with the circumſtance, whether ſuch 
a notice had ever been received: the Cabinet denied it com- 
pletely. — 

The next object of curious remark was with reſpect to what 
kind of treaties had been made with powers, who coneluded 
peace with the French nation, and the nature of t1ete treatics. 
The King of Spain, for inſtance, had m ade peace, and fer t 
an ambaſſador to Paris. How had they received him? He 
had addreſſed the di: ectory in a (et figurative ſpeech, to which 
they returned an anſwer; they choſe however ſtudiouſſy ts ad- 
here to their ſyſtem of diſcrimination between the people and 
their ſovereign in every reſpect whatſoever; forgetting who ſent 
the ambaſſador they were aedrefing, they never allude to his 

| royal 


445 _» WODDFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORFS. -  [Loxry, 


royal maſter, and the word roi, (king) is never once mention. 
ed in the ſpeech. After dwelling for ſome time on this, lord 
Hawkeſbury at length came to Mr. Wickham's note com. 
municated through M. Barthelemy, to the executive direc. 
tory, upon which ſuch unjuſtifiable reprobation had been pe(. 
fed. His lordſhip contended, that the only poſfible way of 
. negotiating under ſuch circumſtances, was to authoriſe” Mr. 
Wickham to proceed no further than merely to put the queſ- 
tion, „Are ycu diſpoſed to treat for peace? And he believed 
the queſtion for precedent might be negatively put, where wis 
there a treaty which was not ſo begun? It coutained the only 
three propoſitions, which ſimple and fair meaning could put ty 
a powerful enemy. 

T de firſt propoſition naturally was, „“ Are you willing to 
treat for peace upon fair and honourable conditions, and on 
what terms?“ | n b 10 

The ſecond propoſition, . Will you conſent to a congrel3 
for the negociation of the pacihcatory terms? 

The third propoſition, Is thereany other mode you like 
better?“ — Wire 
Having pointed out the neceſſity of ſuch preliminary queſ- 
tions, his lordſhip ſaid, he knew Mr, Barthelemy well when 
he was here, and knew him to be a man extreme!y well fitted 
for the buſineſs of negotiation. He would have proved far too 
deep and arttul, too well verſed in the ſcience of diplomatique 
fineſſe for Mr. Wickham, highly as he thought of that gen- 
tleman; M. Barthelemy would have wormed out of Vir, Wick- 
ham all his purpoſe, without at all committing himſelf, and it 
would have been made a handle againſt negotiatng. The 
auſwer of the French Directory clearly evinced that they 
had no real deſire of peace, and juſtified the note of his ma- 

-jeſty's miniſters in conſequence, As there was no probabi - 
Hep of obtaining peace, the only way left was by a vigorous 
roſecution of the war, which could not be carried on, if the 
Houſe was to reſcind and reprobate their on proceedings, 
during the war. He ſhould therefore give the queſtion his 
decided negative, | 
The Duke of Grafton, although rarely in the habit of trou- 
þling their lordſhips with his opinions, admitted there were 
occaſions fo paramount as to demand that diſcharge of what 
he owed to their lordſhips, to his country, and to himſelf. He 
had, therefore, come forward on the preſent motion, in which 
Mer perfectly coincided with the noble earl. His grace repro- 
bated the principle and conduct of the war, and ardently de- 


lired that peace, which it was to be feared would never be 
: concluded 
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concluded with the preſent miniſters, they having manifeſtly 
wiſhed the utter deſtrudtion of the republic; and, of courſe, 
whenever peace 'was-concluded, it would be impoſſible to con- 
rince tue publie, that men leſs obnoxious would not have been 
able to Have made peace upon more favourable conditions. 
As to the argument of a noble viſcount, that we muſt unſay 
all that we had been ſaying, and undo what had been done, 
he remembered, that at the cloſe of the American war, his 
majeſty's attorney and folicitor general had come down to the 
other houſe, for the expreſs purpoſe of doing away obnoxious 
acts of the legiſlature. No man was then aſhamed to tread 
tack the path of error. The duke in ftrong and pathetic terms 
d-preeatedtheconſequences of the ſtrices by which he aſſerted 
the conſtitution of the monarchy was in danger, and though 
it had ſtboil on the firmeſt pillars that ever were ereted, it it 
once felf, he greatly feared that venerable edifice would never 
rear its head again. He alſo deploredth a military government 
that threatened annihilation to the liberties of the people. 

He lamented the arbitrary controul that minifters had 
obtained by the prevention of remonſtrances to the throne, 
and exclatmed in the language of the Roman hiſtorian: 
O rara temporis Talis! ubi entire gu velit, et quod ſentire 
_ " dicere licctat? | | " 

The Lord Preſident juſtified the conduct of his majeſty's 
miniſters ia commencing the war, and reminded the Houfe of 
the extraordinary.decree of the French convention of the xgth 
of November, in which they expreſsly declared, it was their 
intention to force other countries to adopt their principles and 
fraternize and affiliate with them, a decree that fo juſtly gave 
offence to all Europe. He alſo inftanced other proofs of pro- 
vocation and aggreſſion on the part of France. In anſwer to 
the aſſertion of the noble duke, that the French would not 
treat with the preſent miniſters of this country, he referred to 
the treaty of Ryſwick and to other negociations, in which 


thoſe who had conducted the war negotiated and made the 


Peace, en „ 
Earl! Fitatuilliam teſiſted the motion before the Houſe, but 


contended that it was matter of charge againſt miniſters the 
being diſpoſed at all to treat with the pre ſent government of 


France. He declared he ſaw no difference between the pre- 


ſent governmeat and the former; they acted on the ſame prin- 
ciples, their objects are diſtinclly the ſame ; they are ſtill a 
nation of diſorganizers z and if we were ever weak, like the 
king of Sardinia, we ſhould be ſure to be attacked by —_— 


EDS Iu Dre 


— 


443 - WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REroRTS. Lone: 


that moment. He aſked the noble ſecretary of ſtate if his majeſ- 
*s miniſters were prepared for the variety of important inca- 
ſures which muſt meet them in caſe of peace? Were they prepa- 
red to admit Frenchmen into this country and to ſuffer Engliſh- 
men to emigrate to France? Were they fortified againſt the 
influence of French anarchy, and the danger of the introduc- 
tion of their pernicious principles? There were alſo other 
conſiderations- would peace now fave Genoa ? and prevent 
the plunder of Italy? Bellum internecinem, and nothing ſhort 
of it, he had conſidered to be the policy of Europe with regard 
to the republic of France, which he ever deemed as the diſturbers 
of every regular governmentand the cnemies of mankind ; on 
that ground only had he given miniſters his ſupport, and on 
that ground only would he continue it. nt 
Lord Grenville began an able, animated, and perſpicuous 
ſpeech, with declaring that he regarded the motion of the noble 
earl in the light of a pamphlet, intended not to confine its ope- 
rations to that Houſe: it was meant for the public. And al- 
though the points on which it dwelt had been repeated!) 
diſcuſſed in that Houſe, and conſequent deciſions come to, 
he never would decline the conteſt upon any of the 
grounds he had formerly occupied ; as often as thoſe topicks 
were brought forward, ſo often would he meet them, and 
would to the laſt perſiſt in the aſſertion, that the war was 
not declared by this country, but commenced neceſlarily in 
conſequence of the unjuſt aggreſſion of France, Who in fact 
are the parties that prectude negociation at the preſent moment: 
Are they not the executive government of France, whoſe policy 
it was to remain at war, or they would never inſiſt, as a pre- 
lminary to negociation, that France ſhould keep all her con- 
queſts, and receive back all ſhe has loſt to Great-Britain. 

In the progreſs of the rupture between the two countries, he 
could lay his hand upon his heart, and as a man of honour and 
a gentleman declare, that' if he ever doubted, whether any 

blame teſpecting the commencement of the war was imputable 
to miniſters, it was upon the propriety of the forbearance of 
this 8 If Louis XIV. bad reigned and purſued the 
fame meaſures, he ſhould have faid peace was impoſſible. 
Being therefore at war with France, it became a matter of 
policy not to have her whole force employed againſt us; we 
eee with our allies that they might attack them 
on the land fide, while we carried on the war by ſea, 1h, 
however, we had no allies, ſuch was his confidence in the 
valour and reſources of his country, that he truſted wo ſhould 
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It had been hinted that at the time when the Netherlands 
and Holland were ſafe, we might have concluded peace; it 
was not at the ſame time recollected, that that period was in 
the tyranny of Robeſpierre, and that France was little diſpoſed 
to maintain the accuſtomed relations of peace and amity, 
at a time whey it was her declared ſyſtem, that to deſtroy the 
Britiſl conſtitution. would prepare her triumph over every 
nation in Europe, and the diſſemination of her principles 
throughout the world. | , n ; 

His lordſhip noticed the contradictory grounds on which his 
majeſty's miniſters were that day attacked. A noble car! 
(Faa william) had brought an accuſation againſt them for do- 
ing ſo little. That noble earl was inclined to think our only 
fatety was in a $e/lum internecinem; he however begged leave 
to diſavow having ever entertained ſuch a doctrine. He for 
one was of opinion, that the deſtruction of the republic would 
be the happieſt event for either that country or this; but, not- 
withſtanding, it was not an inſurmountable impediment- to 
peace, ſhould the republic be eſtabliſhed, : The ſyſtem of de- 
mocratic intrigue muſt be expected to run its courſe, it had 
done ſo, and the leſſon, he truſted, would not be loſt; we 
ſhould. dread, the miſchieſs of communication 
The noble carl-ſpeaks' rather indefinitely, however, hen 
talks of the government of France; he unaecountably conſt 
ders that government from the dethronement of the monarch 
io the preſent time as one government; Does he reflect that 
they nevet had a conſtitution until the preſent, of a fortnight's 
duration. That they had no ſooner conſtituted a republic, 
than they ſuperſeded the conſtitution by a revolutionary go- 
vernment ? In the adminiſtration of which faction rapidly ſue- 
ceeded faction, and this is the cauſe of the extreme difficulty to 
regoſe confidence in the preſent. The noble earl had talked 
of the danget of i and egreſs did he think miniſteti 
knew ſo little of their duty or wanted power to forbid 
toreiguer, ho carried on dangerous intrigues in this count 


out of the kingdom? . The beſt antidote to Frenchmen com- 


ing here, in his mind, would be allowing Engliſhmen to go 
over into France; the ſhocking view of the anarchy and diſi 


organization thete would abſolve us from all contagion of 


their” manners. While they were talking of peace, it be- 
came them to reflect upon the relative duties to thoſe allies; 
who had ſo ſteadily: adhered to the confederacy; . it would ill 
become the dignity. of his majeſty, and the generous character 
of the country, to fall into the trap of ſeparate negutiation, by 
Vox. IV. 1796. 3M whi 
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which policy the French have laboured to break and difunite 
for ever the intereſts of the powers of Europe. 

With regard to the ſteps taken in conſequence of his majeſty's 
meſſage, the objections made on that head were the moſt ſlight, 
inſignificant, and were it not from reſpect io the noble ear], he 
ſhould ſay contemptible, that were ever ſtarted. Mr, Wick- 
ham was not authorized to negotiate: Had there ever been an 
inſtance of a perſon thus authoriſed in the firſt inftance ? Were 
there lordſhips ignorant of the hiſtory of their own country ? 
He did not mean that of remote, but of recent periods. "He 
knew, as it was in the year 1763, that the uſual mode of 

beginning negotiation was through the miniſter of ſome 

foreign and neutral power inclined to mediate and interpoſe, 

During the ſeven years war this mode was adopted both 

by England and France. 

Another circumſtance, his lordſhip obſerved, of a more 
extraordinary nature than even theſe to which he had allu- 
ded, was the declaration, that the preſent miniſters could 
not make peace as well as other men. Gracious God ! 
he exclaimed, was it neceſſary that you ſhould be a traitor 


to your country in order to conciliate-the good will of your 


enemy ? that you ſhould have favoured her defigns, and not 
vigorouſly have oppoſed her arms, that you may be welcome 
to her in the hour of peace? If this were fo, he truſted no 
one Engliſhman could be found in the country, who could 
negotiate for peace with the French republic. As to the 
parallel attempted to be drawn from America, of unſaying 
former expreſſions, and ing meaſures, it had been preſſed 
farther than it would go. ith reſpect to the anſwer of M. 
Barthelemy to Mr. Wickham's note, that anſwer his lordſhip 
remembered, was not only concluded in thoſe haughty and ar- 
rogant terms that characteriaed the country from whence it 
proceeded, but it plainly diſcovered: that the preſent orators of 
the republic retained the unreaſonable and- ambitious preten- 
ſions of their predeceſlors ; conceiving the motion therefore to be 
exactly calculated to inſpirit the enemy, without being likely 


to produce any beneficial effects whatever, he ſhould give bis 


vote decidedly againſt it. 

Earl Fitzwilliam and Lord Grenville explained. 

The £arl of Mansfield ſpoke alfo in explanation. With 
reſpe& to the charge that had been made upon miniſters of 
their having intended nothing ſhort of the re-eſtabliſhment of 
the old French government, he diſavowed the truth of that aſ- 
ſertion; touching that point however, his lordſhip declared 


that in his opinion, the reſtoration of the ancient monarchy of 


Frances, 
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France, would not only have been a meaſure perfectly juſti- 
fable for this country, to have attempted, but a meaſure moſt 
calculated to promote the ineſs of France and to preſerve 
the peace and tranquillity of Europe. His lordſhip concluded 
with complimenting this country on the humanity with which 
they had treated the unfortunate emigrants who had ſought its 
protection; and alluded in high terms of encomium to the 
circumſtance of government having afforded an aſylum to the 
princes of the Houſe of Bourbon, and allowed them Holyrood 
Houſe for their reſidence. _ | | 

Lord Mulgrave with great neatneſs and preciſion of argu- 
ment, recapitulated and diſcuſſed all the circumſtances that 
had been ſtated in proof of the impoſſibility of making, 
peace conſiſtently with the intereits of this country, or our 
faith towards our allies.” His lordſhip faid, however defirous 
of peace he felt in common with other noble lords, he con- 
{idered peace as impoſſible while the Auſtrian Netherlands re- 
mained in the power of France, and when they were maſters 
of the coaſt from the Bay of Biſcay to Hamburgh, and of the 
navigation of the Rhine. | 

The Marquis of Lanſdæun in alluſion to the open manner 
in which the motion had been ſpoken to, began a ſpeech of 
conſiderable length by ſaying, that . next to a warm friend give 
him an open enemy. He could not however but be ſur- 
priſed that any perſon ſhould object to the motion in point of 
order. In the courſe of fix and thirty years that he had had 
the honour to fit in that Houſe, he had witneſſed a variety of 
motions open to the ſame objections. Indeed ſoon after he 
had taken his ſeat, a noble duke, now no more, remarkable for 
his great ability as well as property, and diſtinguiſhed for his 
ſtrict adherence to the orders of the Houſe, had made a very 
long motion (which he had himſelf the honour to ſecond, and 
had never had occaſion to regret the circumſtance) againſt the 
German war, condemning in the moſt pointed terms, the very 
lyſtem purſued by an adminiſtration of which he himſelf was a 
member, and repeatedly ſanctioned by parliament. No one 
objected to the propriety of his conduct; but all admired its 
integrity and manlineſs. 

It would indeed be the heighth of abſurdity that the Houſe 
ſhould be bound one year by the acts, much leſs by the reſo- 
lutions, of a former one, particularly in time of wat, where 
politions were perpetually changing, and where every year 


preſented anew ſtate of things. This was notoriouſly the caſe - 


with the preſent war, though the object of it ſtill continued an 


unaccountable myſtery, It was clear indeed what could not 
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be the object of its continuance ; certainly no intereſt pecu- 
liarly Britiſh, ſince we were actually in poſſeſſion of er 
iy in the Eaſt or Weſt, that Britiſh avidity could defire, 
t. nies perhaps alone excepted; for he conſidered 
Gaudaloupe and St. Lucie as already in our bands ; withour 
going into a particular diſcuſſion of what regarded the con- 
ueſt of that iſland, it could never be ſuppoſed, that the whole 


of Europe, would ſee us with indifference, poſſeſſed of the 


monopoly of the ſugar trade Eaſt and Weſt ; fo that not a lady 
in any country in Europe was to drink a diſh of tea or coffee 
without the permiſſion of the Britiſh miniſter. In fact there. 
e, the queſtion was not, what we ſhould acquire, but what 
we ſhould, if left to ourſelyes, in point of good policy, defire to 
give up. He was far from denying the expreſſion imputed to 
im by the prefident of the council at the time it was uſed; 
namely, that no indemnity was to be put in compariſon with peace, 
and if the money we had ſpent, ſince that 9 was given, 
was put into one ſcale, and all our conqueſts, including even 
the lovely Cape itſelf, with all its advantages, into the other, 
no ſober minded man would heſitate a moment in deciding 
which was the heavieſt. Puttin Britiſh intereſts out of the 
ueſtion, what was there upon the continent to induce us to 
perſevere ? The noble ſecretary of ſtate had ſpoken much of 
the good faith of our allies, and of the punctual diſcharge of all 
the engagements we had made. It was a language that coſt 
us at different times, many and many millions, for which wg 
had experienced little or no return ; he was however far from 
ſaying, that national honour could be maintained too high ; 
but what ſecurity had we of reciprocity from our allies, or 
rather from our ally, for in fact we had only one? Was it in 
the power, if it was the inclination, of the Houſe of Auſtria to 
make us a due return ? Was it poſſible to continue the war to 
mutual advantage in the preſent poſture of affairs ? It was a 
principle laid down by the King of Pruffia, and pretty univer- 
{ally adopted and practiſed 3 25 all Germany, that alli- 
ances cannot be confidered as binding beyond a certain point, 
where they tended eſſentially to injure the proſperity of the fate. 


Auſtria had already loſt Lombardy, the richeſt country in 


Europe, and the Low Countries, 'and ſhe was in evident dan- 
ger of loſing the Milaneſe, a country in the next degree the 
richeſt in this part of the globe; and for what? for the loan 
which ſhe had obtained from this country; if it was to be con- 


ſidered, as miniſters have always aſſerted, as nothing but a loan 
RO: her, as it does, nearly {even per cent. beſides other de- 


uctions, againſt which the had to ſet a compliance with our 
councils, 
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councils, in different movements of her army, contrary to the 
inclinations and intereſts of her generals ; it could ſcarce be 
conſidered as a compenſation. The reſtoration of the Low 
Countries could not be conſidered as ſuch ; indeed to ſay that 
the Netherlands would be reftored to the Emperor, was an 
abſurdity ; they were gone for ever; even if they ſhonld not 
be united to France but be erected into an independent ſtate, 
what benefit in that caſe, could the emperor derive from thence? 
The court of Vienna might indeed ſend money there, bur 
never could expect to derive adyantage from them, under 
any government to which the people of that country would 
now ſubmit; on the contrary, they would probably draw re- 
ſources from the Auſtrian dominions. In this ſituation, could 
the emperor anſwer to his ſubjects the continuance of the war, 
merely to ſatisfy the perverſeneſs and obſtinacy of Crreat-Bri- 
tain, if any reaſonable indemnity ſhould be propoſed ? and 
every one knew what it was in the power of France, eſpecially 
if aided by Pruſſia, to agree to. To what did all this lead, but 
to a partitioning ſyſtem, which had already too much prevailed, 
and which if ever applied to Germany muſt end in deftroyin 
the liberties of Europe. A military conſideration of the queſ- 
tion if gone into, would only ferve to ſhew, that perſeverance 
in the preſent war was more likely to turn out to the difadvan- 
age, than to the advantage of both Britain and Auſtria, if peace 
on reaſonable terms could be obtained. 

Another of the ſuppoſed motives for continuing the war had 
proved itſelf as ill founded, as either of thoſe which had been 
mentioned; that is, the inability of France to ſupport her cre- 
dit. The aſſignats of which ſo much had been heard, were 
dead and buried; yet the republic had ſurvived contrary to all 
that had been foretold. Beſides, ſuppoſing them driven to till 
further diſtreſs, what other would be the conſequence than that 
of driving them to compleat the bankruptcy, towards which 
they had already gone half way, added to which they had ſtill 
in reſource an agrarian ſyſtem, a ſyſtem which had been hither- 
to attributed to them without any foundation, Afterwards 
what would be the relative ſituation of the two countries? 
The price of labour in the one, free from any impoſition, 
and in the other loaded with ſuch a maſs of taxes, as muſt 
ruin comparatively both trade and manufacture. | 

Another motive, had been to prevent the ſpreading of the 
new principles. Examine the ftate of Europe and the con- 
trary would be found to be the effect. With reſpect to the 
new principles, if there were a power that hovered over 


Europe for the purpoſe of diſſeminating them, it * 
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ſet by the ears two great rival nations ; and have contrived 
that thoſe principles would. be imbibed in the univerſities 
and places appointed for the inſtruction of the riſing gene- 
ration. If, however, by new principles were to be under- 
ſtood the inveſtigation of the meaſures of government, the 
right of free diſcuſſion, the ſetting bounds to arbitrary power, 
ſecuring the liberty of the preſs, examination into the expendi- 
ture of public monies, they would make their way, and even 
now their progreſs was rapid. The noiſy part could do no 
harm and was quickly ſubſiding; but the real and ſubſtantial 
part of them was daily gaining ground in every country in 
Europe, Pruflia perhaps only excepted. Aſk any one, the 
marquis ſaid, who had recently returned from the continent 
whether in Germany thoſe principles were unknown or unculti- 
vated ; in fact they were no where more the objects of atten- 
tion, if general report ſpoke true, than in the electorate of 
Hanover. | 

While they had been the ſubject of noiſy and oftentimes 
empty declamation in England and in France, and the occa- 
ſion, it muſt be allowed, of dreadful ſcenes of horror, owing 
it was to be hoped to peculiar circumſtances in the latter, they 
had been making a flow and ſilent, but certain progreſs in 
the north of Europe, where they had become a matter of 
ſcience, and a neceſlary part of education. 

After examining the policy of putting an end to the war, the 
practicability of obtaining peace came next to be conſidered as 
well as the ſincerity of the preſent miniſters in the ſleps which 
they had taken to attain it. The Secretary of State had poſi- 


tively affirmed that hitherto we had no alternative before us, 


to prove which it was not neceſſary to do more than to recall 
to their memories a ſingle name, that of Robeſpierre. He did 
not pretend to be well informed of the diſpoſitions of the enc- 
my; he cultivated no communications which tended to any 
intormation of the kind, as the miniſtry muſt very well know, 
who had the command of the poſt, and other opportunities of 
diſcovering it was otherwiſe, But from what he had formerly 
known, as well as from the general obſeryation, he ſhould 
have been led very ſtrongly to ſuſpect, that there muſt have 
been, both before the time of Robeſpierre, and ſince his death, 
openings, not probably in the way of official queſizon and an- 


ſwer as ſtated by the public rene but in ways which 


might have led more certainly to ſo deſirable an event, it they 
bad been met with a correſponding inclination upon our part. 
The noble ſecretary affirmed that ſuch inclination on our part 
was incontrovertibly manifeſted by the note addrefled to Mr, 
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Wickham, to Monfieur Barthelemi, at Baſie, and further aſ- 
ſerted, that no negociation had ever been commenced except 
in ſome ſuch manner and quoted for examples two negocia- 
tions which had commenced in the courſe of the ſeven years 
war, during the adminiſtration of Lord Chatham. 

The anſwer to this was very ſhort ; which was, that both of 
them had failed, he was in a ſituation to ſpeak very correctly 
as to the negociation which had afterwards ſucceeded, and 
had ended in the peace of 1763, as well as to that which pre- 
ceded the peace of 1782, as he was intimately acquainted both 
with the one and the other; and as both were now become 
matters of hiſtory, he had no ſcruple in ſhewing, that ſo far 
from reſembling the communication made by Mr. Wickham, 
they had been as eſſentially different as it was well poflible for 
them to be. | 

As to the peace of 1763, the firſt circumſtance, which, 
however, was no trifling one, was that the miniſter wno had 
conducted the war, and was one of the principal advocates in 
{upport of it, had retired ; the next point of difference was, 
that the miniſter who ſuccecded him, adopted in that Houſe 
and probably elſewhere, a language evidently tending to con- 
ciliation, and condemning in very pointed terms, the general 
policy of the war and mode of conducting it. In the third 
place an opportunity was taken to releaſe Comte D*Eftaing, 
who, as every one remembers, was then a priſoner under very 
peculiar circumſtances, and who was permitted to return to 
France accompanied with ſuch marks of attention and regard 
as could not be miſunderſtood. Laſt of all the negociation 
was put into the hands of a mediating court, which was, at leaſt 
up the time, more remarkable than any in Europe, for the 
judicious choice of its miniſters ; and the one refident here, 
who was more intimately connected and acquainted than per- 
haps any foreigner was before or had been ſince; was entruſt- 
ed with the principal conduct of the negociation, which, as 
might reaſonably be expected, ended in peace. He was ſtill 
more enabled to ſpeak reſpecting the peace of 1782, as the 
overture was made directly to himſelf (in conſequence of ſome 
very general converſation with a French admiral, who like- 
wiſe had been a priſoner in England, and returned in the uſual 
courſe of exchange according to the terms of the cartel) by the 
Comte de Vergennes, then miniſter of France, whoſe name he 
was always bound to mention with honour and reſpect, as well 
a5 the gentleman employed by him, Monſieur de Rayneval, 
the confidential ſecretary of the department, who having been 
£nown to be upon ſuch intimate terms of friendſhip with the 

72 minilter, 
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miniſter, as to be preſent at every converſation he had with 
the foreign miniſters in his department, therefore carried with 
him the moſt unequivocal marks of intimate confidence ; and 
he muſt do juſtice both to the one and the other, that it was 
impoſſible from the firſt moment, to the laſt of the negociation, 
to proceed with more honour, fairneſs, and manlineſs, than 
they did. M. Rayneval certainly did not, at ſetting out, tell 
the terms to which he finally agreed, but he communicated 
enough of the ſituation and diſpoſition of his court in regard to 


the general affairs of Europe, to put their ſincerity out of all 


queſtion, and ſtated himſelf, as both empowered and ready, to 
enter into the diſcuſſion of every circumſtance that was de- 
ding. It was painful to him to give any decided opinion as 
to the ſincerity of miniſters in their late communication; there 
could be no greater reproach in public or in private life than 
that of inſincerity, and he did not wonder at miniſters feeling 
ſore at being ſuſpected of fo baſe a quality. At the fame time 
every man owed it the cauſe of truth, and of his country, to 
declare the impreſſion it made upon them; and he muſt ſay, 
that, putting himſelf in the place of the French, he would 
have formed the ſame judgment they appeared to have done; 
which once admitted, ſuffcientiy accounted for their anſwer, 
which manifeſtly appeared for a variety of reaſons a political 
one, very ably calculated to ſecure the obedience and affections 
of the Low Countries, till their fate could be finally deter- 
mined ; and therefore not to be regarded as declaratory of their 
real diſpoſition. | 
That there did indeed occur to him one way of proving in- 


_ diſputably the ſincerity or inſincerity of miniſters, if they would 


be as open in regard to the negociation which had palled 
through their hands, as he had juſt been with regard to thoſe 
in which he had been concerned; and they were now on all 
ſides equally become matters of hiſtory; miniſters had, as all 
their lordſhips knew, been concerned and ſucceeded in a ne- 
gociation where the parties were ftill if poſſible more hoſtile 
than even France and England at this time, and more difficult, 
xecauſe in one inſtance the French government had been 
changed; in the other, the parties between whom ſuch violent 


perſonality had ſubſiſted, were ſtill identically the ſame, Their 


lordſhips- muſt readily perceive that he alluded to the coalition 
which had lately taken place between a noble duke and his 


friends and the miniſtry; the union being now. compleat, there 


could be no harm in diſcovering; the forms, (for nothing more 
was defired) which were made uſe of to bring about tech, an 


happy event. What fort of a negociation, he did not mean 


* R 
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to aſk unfair or impertinent queſtions, was carried on when 
a noble ſecretary of ſtate joined miniſtry and lent his ſupport 
to their proſecution of the preſent war? Would the noble 
ſecretary of ſtate declare whether the negociation was com- 
menced by four or five formal, dry, and haughty propoſitions 
from the miniſter, would the noble duke upon his part declare 
whether he refuſed to receive them except at the Whig-club, 
where he would be found to be one, if not the centre column of 
the revolution, ſurrounded by its beſt friends, and did he conſult 
his allies upon the nature of the propoſitions, and upon the anſwer 
he ſhould make for the good of the common cauſe ? In ſhort 
did the noble duke at the head of the Whig-club, ſay © pro- 
pot your terms to my allies, and I may liſten to them. Alone, 

cannot hear of overtures.” If this was the manner in which 
things paſſed, he ſhould not have the ſmalleſt doubt about ac- 
knowledging the ſincerity of miniſters , in the overture made 
by Mr. W. if on the other hand, ſome unctious perſon had been 
found to open a communication and had been inſtructed to 
urge the reſpect which each party entertained at bottom for the 
other; to entreat them to forget all haſty expreſſions, to ſa · 
crifice forms and punctilio to the public good, with which 
places and emoluments could never be ſuſpected to interfere ; 
and the coalition had been accompliſhed in conſequence of 
ſome ſuch negociation, he was ſorry to be obliged to decide 
on the ſide of the infincerity of the ſtep which had been taken 
at Baſle, Upon the whole he did not pretend to enter into a 
diſcuffion of every part of the motion by the noble earl ; great 
injuſtice had been done to it in that relpeR, that of regarding 
it as a motion for the removal of his majelty's miniſters, ſince 
it was expreſsly confined to a change of meaſures and that a 
change of miniſters was not ſo much as mentioned in any part 
of it, It was, however, the marquis declared, ſufficient for 
him, that it went to the great point of peace; as to any other 
parts of it, any noble lord who diſapproved them was at liberty 
to move for their omiſſion, to which for his part he ſhould make 
no objeQtion ; but that he always had fince the commence- 
ment of the war, and always ſhould remajn till the concluſion 
of it, an adyocate to the utmoſt extent of his power for any 
propoſition, coming from any quarter, much more trom ſo re- 
72 as that of the noble earl, conducive to the great end 
0! Peace, 

Lord Mulgrave with great neatneſs and preciſion of argu- 
ment recapitulated and diſcuſſed all the circumſtances that had 
deen ſtated in proof of the impoffibility of making peace con- 
btently with the intereſts of this country, or our faith to- 
Vox, IV. 1796. 3N | wards 
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wards our allies, His lordſhip faid, however defirous of 
peace, he felt in common with other noble lords, he conſider. 
ed peace as impoſſible while the Auſtrian Netherlands remain. 
ed in the power of France, and when the French were ma- 
ſters of the coaſt from the Bay of Biſcay to Hamburgh, and ef 
the navigation of the Rhine. T 

The Earl of Lauderdale obſerved, that it had been repeat- 
edly declared by miniſters that the preſent war was undertaken 
in order to effectuate two objects; namely, to ſupport out 
allies and to preſerve the conſtitution. With what ſuccels, he 


would aſk, had their endeavours for ſuch. purpoſes been at- 


tended ? In reſpect to our allies, had they been benefited by 
the interference of this country? In ta&t, what had we done 
for them? Had Holland any reaſon to thank us for the pro- 
tection we afforded her? Had we been able to preſerve the 
excluſive navigation of the Scheldt? Had Auſtria cauſe to exult 
in the connection? Let their lordſhips look to the ſituation of 
the king of Sardinia. Was that monarch in a better ſtate than 
that in which we found him at the commencement of our ruin- 
ous hoſtilities with the French republic? At that period, it 
was true, he had ſuſtained the Joſs of Savoy; but he had been 
deprived of no other portion of his dominions ; different, in- 
deed, was his preſent condition Such had been the benefits, 
ſuch the bleſſings, which miniſters had continued to- beſtow 
upon dur Allies! | 

With reſpect to the other object for which the war had been 
undertaken, how ſtood that queſtion ? It had been faid, that 
the war had checked the promulgation of principles dangerous 
to the conſtitution and ere. the operations of thoſe who 
were hoſtile to it. Notwithſtanding this aſſertion, however, 
ſince its commencement, innovations had moſt undoubtedly 
been made upon the conſtitution, and ſuch innovations as be- 
fore that period, no man in his ſenſes could have dreamed ol. 

On the ſubject of the late meſſage from- Mr. Wickham, 
and M. Barthelemi's anſwer, his lordſhip obſerved that the 
meſſage in queſtion had been of a nature too equivocal and 
diſreſpectful not to create ſtrong ſuſpicions in the minds of 
every one who regarded the tranſaction, of the ſincerity of mi- 
niſters on the occaſion, It had been ſaid, by a noble lord in 
adminiſtration, that the republic ſtill evinced an enmity to 
kings and monarchical governments, by the omiſſion they had 
made in their addreſs to the ambaſlador of Spain, to mention 
his maſter ;_ if, however, miniſters were deſirous of drawing 
a concluſion of that fort, in how much greater a degree would 
it apply to themſelves, inaſmuch as in the ptr) woes of 
159 * 
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ciation, they had ſtudiouſly avoided to recognize the republic, + 


or even to mention its name? For his part, he believed mi- 
niſters never to have been ſerious in a deſire to negociate. 
But if they were ſincere, the ignorance and imbecility they had 
diſplayed in their manner of conducting the buſineſs, rendered 
them ſo obviouſly unfit for the ſituations they held, ſo grofsly 
incapable of doing the duties of their office, that he would 
venture to ſelect, from the corner of the firſt ſtreet he came to, 
men who would conſtitute as able a cabinet, as was formed 
by thoſe, at preſent, at the head of affairs. 

Lord Lauderdale adverted to the conduct of miniſters to- 
wards Admiral Cornwallis, He expreſſed his forrow and in- 
dignation at the treatment which that 2 admiral had re- 
cently experienced from the firſt Lord of the Admiralty, in 
haviag been brought to a court martial on a charge of his not 
having obeyed certain orders contained in a letter front the 
noble lord in queſtion. - That court martial he regarded as 
capriciouſly and unneceſſarily held, and tHe acquittal of the 
admiral as a diſgrace to the board of admiralty. The circum- 
ſtance of the admiral's flag being at preſent ſtruck, he conſt. 
dered a diſgrace to the country and a diſcouragement to the gal- 
lant officers of the Britiſh navy; he hoped however, ſoon to 
ſee it hoiſted again, with all the honours due to that brave and 
experienced officer. | 

His lordſhip then returned to the ſubje& more immediately 
before the houſe. With reſpect to the diſpoſition of miniſters 
to negociate with the French republic, he repeated his diſbelief 
of their ſincerity, and ridiculed, in pointed terms, the idea of 
their having quietly abandoned their old ground of objection 
to negociate on the ſcore of the rapid ſucceſſion of rulers in 
that country and the inſtability of its government, and having 
expreſſed a defire to treat with a goverament of the duration of 
five months ! The French had been accuſed of acting in a dic- 
tatorial and a tyrannous manner towards neutral and indepen- 
dant ftates; if, (which however he would by no means admit 
to be the caſe) that accuſation were founded in fact, our corre- 
ſpondence with Tuſcany and other neutral nations had been 
ſuch as might have been expected to have proceeded from the 
French republic. 

Tyne preſident of the council had concluded his ſpeech, with 
an eulogium on the humanity that the country had diſplayed in 
aftording an aſylum to the emigrants of the former government 
of France, and, he might have added, of the French republic, 
and his lordſhip had particularly alluded to the prefent refi- 
dence o ſome of the princes of the houſe of Bourbon. In his 
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mind, however, little compliment could be paid to the country 
on its humanity in that inſtance ; the reſidence of thoſe princes 
having been generally conſidered as preferable only to a gaol, 
Here Ris lordſhip noticed the caſes of the unfortunate M. La- 
meth and M. La Fayette. He reprobated the diſgraceful 
apathy with. which miniſters had regarded all application te 
meliorate thoſe martyrs to the cauſe of genuine freedom and 
well regulated government ; and expreſſed ſome degree of in- 
dignation, at the inhoſpitable treatment which the former of 
thoſe gentlemen had recently experienced in being peremptorily 
ordered to quit the kingdom, which he had viſited not merely 
to ſcreen perſecution, but tc reſtore to health a frame ſhattered 
by a long and unjuſtifiable confinement in the loathſome dun- 
geons of a priſon. | | 
Ihe motion which had been made by his noble friend, his 
lordſhip obſerved, had been objected to on the ground of its 
too great length; for the leugth of the motion, however mi- 
niſters might thank themſelves. The motion was a long and 
a black catalogue of their errors and abſurdities, and the mat- 
ters to which it pointed were too important in their nature to 
be abridged, and too numerous to be compriſed in a few words. 
For the reaſons therefore which he had ſubmitted to their lord- 
ſhips, he ſhould certainly give it his vote. 

The Lord Chancellor obſerved, that the motion muſt have 
been drawn up with the idea and expectation that no'grave aſ- 
ſembly could poflibly entertain it. It had been juſtly re- 
marked by a noble lord who ſpoke early in the debate, that it 
amounted in fact to an addreſs tor the diſmiſſion of his majeſty's 
miniſters. The motion ſtated thoſe miniſters to be incapable 
and incorrigibly obſtinate ; it, however, nevertheleſs recom- 
mended it to his majeſty to direct ſuch obſtinate and incorrigible 
men to adopt a line of conduct different from that which they 
had hitherto purſued, in order ſpeedily to obtain a peace ho- 
nourable to the country, (and of courſe therefore ſuch as 
every man defired) but which it conſidered as being at a 
great diſtance ! A more palpable, a more paradoxical abſurdity 
than this could not be. If miniſters were thoſe incorrigibly 
obſtinate men, that they were deſcribed to be, the motion was 
obviouſly ridiculous; no recommendation of an alteration of 
meaſures could poſſibly be liſtened to by men of ſuch diſpo- 
ſitions. It would, therefore, have anſwered the object of the 
party perhaps more effectually, and certainly have been more 
conſiſtent with common ſenſe, to have petitioned his majeſty 
to change ſuch incapable and-incorrrigibly obſtinate miniſters. 

With regard to the war in which the country was engaged, 
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in ſpite of the obſtinacy and incapacity of his majefty's mi- 
niſters, it had not been quite ſo unſucceſsful as to the main 
objects of advantage to us, as it had been ſtated. If our 
operations elſewhere had not entirely anſwered the hopes and 
wiſhes of the nation, at ſea we had reaped benefits that amply 
compenſated for any other deficiencies of ſuceeſs. We had 
taken from the French all their poſſeſſions of a colonial na- 
ture that it was in our power to attack; their navy had been 
effectually crippled by us; and it was agreed on by all 
parties that the reſources of the country were far from being 
exhauſted; in proof of the truth of that fact indeed, money 
had been borrowed by thoſe incapable and obſtinate miniſters 
on terms lower and more advantageous than at any former 
period. His lordſhip made ſome remarks upon what fell from 
the Marquis of Lanſdown reſpecting ourallies, which he ſeemed 
to conſider as indicatory ef leſs regard to fidelity in engage- 
ments with them, than was juſtifiable or even politick, 

The obſtinacy of miniſters in managing matters ſo well, 
was ſuch that his ſurpriſe at the defire manifeſted ' by a 
noble Marquis of a change of men was not very grea's One 
circumitance however, he confelled did create in his mind no 
{mall degree of aſtoniſhment ; he was he owned conſiderably 
Grpriſed to find a charge made againſt miniſters o&taxing the 
rich, and that too, on the curious ground, that taxing the rich 
was deluſive and a mere evaſion, for that it was in fact, XPS 
the poor, who in the end paid every tax that was impoled. 
With reſpect to the noble marquis's obſervations on the ſubject 
of taxation, he would not go into a diſcuſſion of them that 
night, He could not however but remark, that the theorem 
which the noble marquis had lain down in the courſe of his 
ſpeech that evening, was a theorem to which it was impoſ- 
fible for him to ſubſcribe. The ſubject of political economy. 
bis lordſhip ſaid, was one to which he had paid ſome: degree of 
attention, and on which he had peruſed the works of a variety 
of writers. Of thoſe writers there were mea of the moit 
aſtute knowledge and confeſſed authority, who. fo far from 
agreeing with the noble marquis in his prepoſition: that it was 
bad policy to impoſe taxes which appeared immediately to fall 
upon the rich, but were ultimately paid by the people, that 
they held quite a different doctrine. The idea in fact, was 
merely a theory of the French econom/tes ;-plaulible indeed, 
dut unfound, and unſupported by the opinions of thoſe writers 
on finance, who were generally regarded as the higheſt ad- 
thority on the ſubject, and to whole ſentiments he nad been 
accuſtomed. to pay the greateſt deference and reſpect. 
7, The 
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The noble marquis, his lordſhip obſerved, had in a fanciful 
manner ſaid, that if a demon or evil ſpirit had lain a plan to 
extend the influence of French principles, it would have been 
exciting other nations to engage in hoſtilities with that country, 
Had the noble marquis, however, been the miniſter of that 
ſpirit, had he been in the confidence of that demon and ac. 
.cuſtomed to ſuggeſt its operations and obey its will, he would 
probably have confidered ſeditious clubs and correſponding 
ſocieties to be a better means of effecting the end in view. 

His lordſhip concluded with obſerving, that miniſters had 
from time to time ſtated to the Houſe their conduct and mea. 
ſures, and had repeatedly had the honour to receive the judg- 
ment of the Houſe in favour of that conduct and of thoſe mea. 
ſures. The motion however went to condemn that very con- 
duct and thoſe very meaſures to the propriety of which the 
Houſe had fo often aſſented. Were their lordſhips therefore 
to adopt it, they would a& in a moſt curious manner, they 

would in effect, reſcind their own reſolutions and pats a vote 
of cenſure on themſelves. 

Te Marguis of Lanſdown in reply to the remarks which 
the Lord Chancellor had made upon what had fallen from him, 
Laid that he did not riſe with an intention to follow the noble 
lord on th woolſack through his long, ingenious, and very 
entertaining fpeech. It was natural for a man, who endea- 
voured to notice the different obſervations of a variety of per- 
fons, to obtain at laſt no very diftin& conception of his own 
ideas : thus it was, that the noble and learned lord had made a 
free tranſlation of the remarks of thoſe, who had offered their 
ſentiments to the Houle in the courſe of the evening, and in 
ſome inſtances, had attributed to one perſon, that which had 
been uttered by another. 

With reſpec to the alluſion that had been made by a noble 
earl, to a late court martial, he had liſtened to the handſomd 
terms in which that noble earl had mentioned the admiral who 
had been the object of it, with infinite pleaſure; he bad how- 
ever felt alſo, a conſiderable ſhare of pain. He regretted that 
any alluſion had been made to that event, becauſe, indepen- 
dent of the averſion that he had ever entertained to any inter- 
ference between official authority, and the cafe of an indi- 
vidual, he had hoped, that on the ſubject of the late trial, a 
perfect ſilence would have been prefered, as in that caſe, ad- 
miniſtration would have had time to pauſe, and their lord- 
ſhips and the country might have ſeen the flag of that brave 
admiral again flying. The marquis took occaſion to beſtow 
on the character af Admiral Cornwallis, the warmeſt eulo- 
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giums. The ſkill and courage of the admiral, his lordſhip 
obſerved, had been repeatedly proved and long ſince eſta- 
bliſhed, and he was confeſledly regarded by every country in 
Europe, as one of the ableſt ſeamen in the known world. A 
man of his tried talents and great nautical knowledge, was a 
property which his country could not too highly eſtimate, and 
he truſted that, ere long, the advantage of his ſervices would 
be felt and enjoyed by the nation, to which he did ſo much 
honour, 

On the ſubject of fidelity to allies, his lordſhip repeated it, 
that though, undoubtedly, a certain degree of honour was to 
be obſerved, in reſpect to our connection with them, a coun- 
try nevertheleſs was juſtified in occaſionally looking to her 
own ſituation, and was not bound to facrifice itſelf to engage- 
ments with any allies whatever. His lordſhip ended with de- 
claring that he ſhould reſpect and honour thoſe miniſters, 
whoever they might happen to be, who ſeriouſly fought the 
means of negociation and reſtored to their country the bleſ- 
lings of peace. 

arl Spencer roſe in order to exculpate himſelf and the board 
of admiralty from the cenſure with which their conduct had 
been treated. The noble earl he was perſuaded was not 
aware of the dangerous extent to which his obſervation might 
de carried, when he ſaid that the acquittal of admiral Corn= 
wallis was a diſgrace to the board of admiralty; were ev 
acquittal in that predicament, it would neceſſarily become the 
intereſt of the admiralty never to proſecute, but in caſes where 
their influence would command a verdict unfavourable to the 
obje& whoſe conduct was under examination. In the proſe- 
cution of Admiral Cornwallis, his lordſhip declared, that he 
was actuated ſolely by conſiderations of public duty; every 
private feeling was repugnant to any meaſure which might 
poſſibly affect the character of an officer whoſe merit he was 
ready to acknowledge. | 

In anſwer to the charge which had been made on the 
of ignorance of the motions of the enemy, and ſupineneſs ſince 
the firſt of June 1794, he obſerved that, reſpecting the de- 
ſtination of the Dutch flecet, newſpaper authority was not to 
be relied on, for though the public prints might be ignorant of 
their deſtination, it did not neceſſarily follow that the admiral- 
ty were fo likewiſe ; and as to the apparent ſupineneſs of the 
board, naval victories had been more rare ſince he had come 
into office, not becauſe naval affairs were worſe conducted, 
but becauſe, previous to that period the French had been fo 
completely erippled, that they had hitherto been in a great de- 
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gree either incapable of contending with our fleet, or deſirous 
of avoiding it. ph. 

Lord Grenville in reply to ſome remarks of Lord Lauderdale, 
ſaid, a conſtruction had been put by a noble earl, on what had 
fallen from a noble friend of his (Lord Hawkeſbury) who had 
ſpoken#early the debate, which was by no means warranted by 
the obſervations of his noble friend, Had his noble friend, in 
his mention of the correſpondence of M. Barthelemi and Mr. 
Wickham, made the remark which the noble earl had attri. 
buted to him, or in any degree detracted from the merit of 
Mr, Wickham, however unpleaſant it would have been to 
have differed from his noble friend, he ſhould certainly 
have felt himſelf under the neceſſity of ſo doing, in that in- 
ſtance. With reſpect to Mr. Wickham, be deſired to bear 
teſtimony to the great talents and acutenels of that gentleman, 
It had been his good fortune to have recommended him to the 
more immediate notice of government, and he, conceived that 
he had. thereby done his country a valuable piece of ſervice, A 
more zealous, attentive, and able ſervant, his majeſty had not 
in his employ, nor could the country boaſt m However 
high in character M. Barthelemi might ſtand, as a ſubtle and 
an Experienced negociator, his lordſhip declared, that he would 
not ſcruple to affirm, that Mr. Wickham was not in any way 
his inferior. T'o the merits.of that gentleman indeed, he felt 
it impoſlible to do juſtice, but he allo felt it neceſſary to ap- 
priſe the Houſe of the very little ground that exiſted, to war- 
rant the concluſion of the noble earl. OE Or = ITITP 

His lordſhip touched upon ſome other points that had been 
made the ſubjects of remark, and with reſpect to the diſcuſſion 
of political matters in diſputing ſocieties, obſerved, that ſchools 
of debate might, indeed, be uſed to very laudable and benefi- 
cial purpoſes, but that they were alſo capable of being pervert- 
ed to purpoles of the moſt dangerous nature, and reprehenſible 
tendency. 

The Duke of Bedford roſe amidft a very general call for the 

ueſtion, and in a ipeech of conſiderable length, blamed mini- 
ders for not having been ſufficiently explicit and open; he 
thought it was not evident, from the negotiation. at Baſle, 
that miniſters wiſhed for peace, nor that the French direc- 
tory wiſhed for a continuation of hoſtilities, With reſpect to 
our rupture with France, he never had approved of the con- 
duct of government on the occaſion ; the republic, he was 
ready to acknowledge had began hoſtilities, but inſtead of try- 
ing to avert war, miniſters had courted it by the haughty con- 


duct they had obſerved, - Miniſters had talked af. Varipus 
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periods in a very high tone, of the impoſſibility and the diſ- 
grace of treating with regicides; they had however either do- 
ceived that Houſe, or they had actually propoſed treating with 
thoſe very regicides. | 
His grace alluded in —_ — to the unhappy affair at 
Quiberon; he declared it to be his opinion, that with reſpect 
to the emigrants, this poetry ſhould not have interfered at all 
about them; but having fo done, they were bound to protect 
and aſſiſt, not harraſs and deltroy them. Was it therefore, 
he would aſk, a circumſtance for which thoſe unfortunate peo- 
ple had much reaſon to thank miniſters in having ſacrificed 
them at Quiberon, in an expedition of the moſt obvious iflue ? 
The duke concluded with obſerving, that if the French 
republic, fighting againſt a combination of deſpots, became ſo 
elated by the ſucceſs of her arms, that hurried on by an over- 
weening ambition, ſhe ſhouid dare to diate to other countries 
and attempt to interfere in their affairs in order to diminiſh 
their independence, it would not be by the feeble ſupport of 
their lordihipsꝰ votes in that Houſe in favour of every meaſure 
of miniſters, that the conſtitution and the liberties of theic 
country would be preſerved. Should thoſe proud republicans, 
intoxicated by their victories, endeavour not to enſlave the peo= 
ple of this country, for to ſlavery he was perſuaded they never 
would ſubmit, but-even to dictate to them and controul their 
actions, he hoped and truſted, that there exiſted not a man in 
the country who would not with eagernels and avidity, at the 
riſk not merely of his property, but at the hazard of his life, 
oppoſe the progreſs of their arms and cruſh their tyranny = 
preſumption. For himſelf, were the evil to come to that paſs 
org than ſubmit to their power, he would die ia the laſt 
itch, x | 
Lord Hawkeſbury (aid a few words in a low voice, when the 
queſtion was put. bs 
Contents —— 7 
Proxies | — 3—10 
Non- content. — 5.4 | 
Proxtes — 33-110 ' 
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Whitby Harbour, National Debt, Lottery, and Lime Bills, 
were read a third time and paſled. | 

The Houſe, in a committee, went through the Bill for 
granting coſts in perſecutions for miſdemeanors. The report 
was received, and the Bill read a third time and paſſed. 


WINE DUTY BILL, 


The order of the day for the third reading of the Wine 
Duty Bill being read, | 
| r. Sheridan ſaid, he had not altered his opinion as to the 
principle of the Bill; he was averſe to taking the ſtock in 
hand, but as to what he had advanced reſpecting the taking 
the ſtock of private perſons, upon mature deliberation, he had 
adopted a different opinion, he thought it would be attended 
with great difficulty, by making ſervants a ſort of ſpies upon 

their maſters. He propoſed that all wine imported to the end 
of July ſhould be conſidered as ſtock, and the additional duty 
paid by inſtalments. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer agreed to the propoſition, 
and hoped the honourable gentlema: was prepared with a rider; 
but if he were not, he would take the trouble off his hands, 
and defer the third reading till to-morrow. 

Mr. Sheridan allowed that he was taken by ſurpriſe, in find- 
ing his reſolution adopted, as nothing was more unuſual, and 
he ſaid he was not prepared. 

Mr. Grey mentioned what he had before ſtated, concerning 
the collection of the additional duties by the exciſe officers, 
without an order from the treaſury, with the additional in- 
ſtance of duties upon ſome wine belonging to Mr. Hayward, 
of Fenchurch-ſtreet, hoping it would be inquired into. 

Mr. Francis wiſhed the tax to be laid on bottles; he argue! 
that it Would operate better for the revenue, as well as the 
public, who would have better meaſure. © 

Ordered to be read a third time next day. 


QUAKERS' BILL, 


The order of the day being read for the Houſe to reſolve it- 
ſelf in a committee, "FD 
r. Francis objected to the Bill on account of the Quakers, 
who were willing to obey the laws from which the Bills went 
to relieve them, being prevented from ſo doing by the penalties 
impoſed by their internal regulations, which with reſpect t9 
the paying of tythes, conſiſted of excommunication. 
Mt. Serjeant Adair replied, and a converſation between ſe- 
veral members took place, which was interrupted by 
The Speaker, who obſerved that as there was notice of a mo- 


tion before the Houſe, it ſhould precede any other EIS. _ 
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thought the Bill was to have gone through the committee with- 
out any further obſervations. | 

In conſequence of the Speaker's intimation, the conſidera- 
tion of the Bill was poſtponed till next day. 


MOTION FOR A CHANGE OF SYSTEM, 


Mr. Fox addteſſed the Houſe to the following effect.“ It 
having fallen to my lot, Mr. Speaker, both at the commence- 
ment, and in the courſe of the war, to trouble the Houſe with 
ſeveral motions which have not been honoured with their con- 
currence, and having laſt ſeſſion propoſed an inquiry into the 
{ate of the nation, to which the Houſe of Commons did not 
think proper to aſſent, it may be thought by ſome, perhaps, to 
be rather preſumptuous in me, again to call their attention to 
the lame ſubject; and I confeſs that if there had not ſome 
events happened during the laſt year, rather ſingular in their 
nature, I (hould have acquieſced in the former deciſions of the 
Houſe, after having entered my ſolemn proteſt againſt the plans 
that were adopted, and avowed my ſtrong and complete diſap- 
probation of che whole ſyſtem of meaſures that has been purſued. 
There certainly, however, haye happened, during the laſt year, 
ſomeevents, which muſt, in no inconſiderable degree, have tend- 
ed to alter the ſentiments of thoſe with whom I had the misfor- 
tune to ditfer, as well as to ſtrengthen and confirm the former 
opinions of thoſe with whom I have the hon ur to agree. The 
event of greateſt importance, and to which I particularly allude, 
is the negotiation at Baſl:, and the communications which 
miniſters have mad? of it to the ambaſſadors of foreign courts 
reſident here. As I ſhall have occaſion to comment upon this 
tranſaction more fully afterwards, I ſhall only ſay at preſent, that 
notwithſtanding all the applaules that have been beſtowed upon. 
it, the reſult cannot fail to draw the attention of every think- 
jag man to the preſent poſture of public affairs; it muſt call 
the attention of every man who is not determined to aCt blind- 
ly (a deſcription of people of which I hope there are none in 
this Houſe) to the the ſituation of the country, and that line 
of conduct which government ought to follow. Whether 
miniſters have acted wiſely or not, (no matter which for our 
preſent purpoſe) we have learned this fact, that we have no 
immediate proſpect of peace. It ſignifies not whether it may 
have ariſen from the unreaſonable demands of the enemy, or 
the miſmanagement of his majefſty's miniſters, but of this we 
are aſcertained, that we have no proſpect of peace (an event 
much to be lamented, but more eſpecially in the prefent cir- 
cumſtances of the country); and that it is not in the power of 
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thoſe who are entruſted with the adminiſtration” of public 
affairs to obtain terms from the enemy, which they can dare 
to offer to the nation, Whatever may be our opinions upon 
the cauſes which have led to this fituation, we muſt all be 
agreed upon the effect; and none I preſume, will diſpute that 
our ſituation is worſe than when, whether by conqueſt or 
. conceſſion, we had a proſpect of a near-approaching peace. 
« Having ſtated this point, upon which there can be no 
difference of opinion, I {hill go into a detail of thoſe circum- 
ſtances, which, in my mind, have reduced us to the ſituation 
in which we are now placed. I know the language which 
has been held by the executive government on former occaſions 
of a fim.lar nature, and the language which may be uſed by 
the executive government on the preſent, (becauſe it is its 
intereſt to uſe it,) viz. that it is not our buſineſs to inquire 
into the cauſes of the evil, but to diſcover and apply the beſt 
mode of remedy. This has always been their artful addreſs 
both to the parliament and to the people; but in my mind it 
is a moſt finiſter and ineffectual mode of reaſoning ; fo long 
as experience is the beſt guide to man in all his affairs, fo long 
hall I continue of opinion that the true mode of getting out of 
any difficulty in which we are involved, is by reviewing the 
Cauſes, the errors, or the accidents by which we were involved 
in it, and from theſe forming our plans for our deliverance. 
The corollary of this propoſition is, that we ought to retrace 
the ſteps we have taken in the preſent war, to examine the 
foundations of our conduct, and to ſee whether much of its 
atality, is not to be aſcribed to our own ſyſtem. If the houſe 
will make this cxamination with impartiality, not with minds 
warped by prejudice, they will not fail to diſcharge a moſt im- 
portant duty to their country, and they will be warranted by 
the experience of all paſt times in purſuing this courſe, 
I ſhall, therefore, rather look retroſpectively than proſpectively, 
and in my retroſpeClive view I ſhall not go farther back than 
the American war. Moſt members in the Houle will re- 
collect the calamities and misfortunes which beſel us in that 
Conteſt, and alſo the terms of peace which in the end we were 
conſtrained to make; terms which I ſhall not argue at preſent, 
whether, it was or was not for the advantage of the country to 
accept, in the circumſtances in which it was then placed, 
Many will alſo recolle& the diſcuſſions which took place in 
the courſe of the war, and the conſtant argument which on all 
., occaſions was prefled from the miniſterial fide of the Houſe, 
that we ought not to look 3 but proſpeQively ; 
I 


that when the Houſe was on fire, the queſtion was, not how = 
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fire was kindled, but how it could be fooneſt and moſt effec- 
tually extinguiſhed. The argument which we oppoſed. to 
that was one founded upon ſolid principles, and one which 
the Houſe liſtened to at laſt ; that a conſideration of paſt er- 
rors would lead to future ainendment; and that a N. of 

. 


meaſures might lead to a change of circumſtances; and 


peal to fact, if the truth of this argument was not confirmed 
by experience. As dong as we declined going into a retro- 
ſpective inquiry, the war laſted, and misfortune followed mis- 
fortune; from the moment that the Houſe adopted a reſoiution 
to inquire into its paſt errors, meaſures were put into a train 


by which peace was happily obtained, and the national pro- 


ſperity reſtored. 

Before we go into particular inquiries, let us examine 
whether erroneous maxims of policy have been adopted, and 
whether the principles which have been ated upon are not 
fundamentally wrong. An argument bas been uſed by an an- 
cient orator, the greateſt orator that perhaps the world ever 
ſaw, which, in my opinion, is not inapplicable to the preſent 
ſituation of this country, Demoſthenes uſes this brilliant, 
and in my opinion, no leſs ſolid than brilliant argument, in 
the introduction to one his nobleſt orations. When ſpeaking 
of the conduct and fate of the Athenians, he compared their ca- 
lamities with the miſmanagement of their rulers, and contended 
that this miſmanagement, ſo far from being a cauſe of deſpair, 
was a ground of hope; if, ſaid he, they had fallen into theie 
misfortunes, by the courſe of natural and irremediable caules, 
then indeed there would be reaſon for deſpair; if, on the con- 
trary, they are the fruits of foily and miſconduct, it may be 
poſſible, by wiſdom and prudence, to repair the evil. In the 
ſame manner I would argue on the preſent occaſion. Had 
we not fallen into our preſent ſituation from plans ill- formed 
and worſe executed? If every miniſter had been wiſe, and 
every general brave, then, indeed, our ſtate would have been 
truly deplorable.— But it our policy has been erroneous, and 
our meaſures ill- conducted, we may ſtill entertain ſme hope, 
becauſe our errors may be corrected, and the loffes from our 
miſconduct retrieved. I have often had occaſion to urge this 
argument, and I know it has been ſaid in reply, that the ar- 
gument is good when carried to an extreme; but that the na- 
tural imperfection common to every man renders it inconclu- 
five in any other caſe. When, however, the miſconduct was 
of ſuch a nature, as to be capable of being remedied, when 
the miſmanagement was ſuch as ought to be avoided, it ſhew- 


ed that the argument was true in a degree, as well as true in 
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the extreme. Thus I ſtate as a motive againſt deſpair; and 1 
contend, that upon the face of the thing, when we compare 
the ſituation to which we are now reduced, with that which 


we held four years ago, there is ground for preſumption, 


that the change in a great meaſure has been owing to errors in 
the conduct of thoſe who have had the management of public 
affairs. In a ſurvey of the paſt, the period to which we are 
naturally apt to recur, is the period of the commencement of 
the war. If we could conſider in one debate, every particu- 
Jar of the external and internal fituation of the country, and 
more eſpecially the means which have been employed for the 
preſervation of its conſtitution, we might go farther back: 
but this would involve a detail too extenſive for the diſcuffion 
of a ſingle night, a field too large for the capacity of any indi- 
vidual ſpeaker. 

4 ſhall confine myſelf then to the examination of the 
war from its origin to the preſent day, and I ſhall begin with 
the opening of the budget in 1792, when a molt brilliant diſ- 
play cf the ſituation of the e was given by the miniſter, 
without alluding to any prior or ſubſequent ſtatement. I take 
that day becauſe it was a day on which his ſtatement was more 
to his own ſatisfaction, and more to the ſatisfaction of the 
Houſe than at any other period, In the year 1792, then three 
years after che French revolution, the miniſter came forward 
with his boaſted and triumphant deſcription of the ſtate of the 
country, of the proſperity of our commerce, of the improve- 
ment of our manufactures, of the vaſtneſs of our revenue, and 
the proſpect of permanent peace. He then admitted that 
fifteen years peace was perhaps rather too much to expect, but 
he ſaid that we had as rational hopes of the continuance of 
tranquillity as ever had exiſted in the hiſtory of modern times. 
Then full two years and a balf (I wiſh to ſpeak within com- 


paſs) after the firſt revolution in France, after the National 


Aſſembly had compelled the King to come to Paris, which 
was faid to be his gaol, after the National Aſſembly had anni- 
hilated the titles, and deſtroyed the feudal tenures of the nobi- 
lity ; aſter the National A __ had confiſcated the lands 
belonging to the church, baniſhed part of the clergy, and com- 
lled thoſe who remained to take an oati contrary, in many 
inſtances, to the dictates of their conſcience : then, I ſay, 
this proſpect of fifteen years peace was held out to the coun- 
try. It was after that the King of France had been made, as 
was ſaid at the time, to ſtand in a ſplendid pillory, and even 
two years after the flight of that unfortunate monarch, that 


this expectation of Jaſting tranquility was raiſed, So that I am 
AGES | entitled 
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entitled to conclude, that in the opinion of the King's mini- 
tters, the annihilation of the titles of the nobility, and the 
degradation of the order, the exile of the clergy, and the con- 
fiſcation of the lands of the church; that the invaſion of the 
royal prerogative, and the inſults offered to the ſovereign, de- 
{cribed as they then were by their friends, by pillory and im- 
priſonment, (terms which I now repeat, not with any view of 
courting the argument, or the favour, of thoſe who employed 
them, but merely to ſhew the lights in which theſe events 
were conſidered at the time) not only ſo little interfered with 
the ſyſtem of neutrality which they had adopted, but were 
ſo little connected with the intereſts of the country, as not to 
damp the proſpect of peace, or even to render the duration of 
tranquillity for fifteen years very uncertain, I fo far agree, 
therefore, with the opinion of miniſters, that inſtead of the 
country being in danger from the French revolution, there 
were no circumſtances attending it, which rendered the conti- 
nuance of peace more uncertain than it was before it happened. 
It may be ſaid, that if we attend to dates, we thall find that at 
that time France was profeſſing pacific views abroad. I have 
ſo often ſeen theſe profeſſions made by the moſt ambitious 
powers, in the very moment when they were thirlting molt 
for aggrandizement, that I have little faith to repoſe in them, 
ſo little, indeed, that I cannor believe that the pacific views of 
miniſters were founded upon theſe profeſſions which were made 
by the French ; but at that very time France was either en- 
gaged in actual hoſtilities with Auſtria, or on the point of 
commencing hoſtilities. War was either begun, or there was 
a moral certainty that it would take place. 
Without ſtopping to diſcuſs a point (on which, however, 
I have no difficulty in my own mind) whether Auſtria or 
France was the aggreſſor, it was ſufficient that miniſters knew at 
the time, that an aggreſſion had been made on the part of one 
of thoſe powers. And notwithſtanding the defeats which at- 
tended the French arms at the outſet, it was the general opi- 
nion that the Aultrian territory was defenceleſs, and that it 
would ſoon be over-run by the enemy's army. Even then a 
hfteen years peace was talked of, I muſt here ſtate a fact, 
which certainly is not officially confirmed, but which reſts upon 
the general belief of Europe, that before hoſtilities commenced 
between Auſtria and France, an inſinuation, or rather a com- 
munication, was made by England to the latter power, that if 
they made any aggreſhon upon the territories of Holland, 
which at that time was our ally, we ſhould be obliged to break 
the neutrality that we had obſerved, and interfere in the con- 
teſt. This m:Mſ:ge has been differently interpreted. Some 
have 
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have put upon it the interpretation, which I think, upon the 
whole, is the fair one, that it was our policy to take all pry. 
dent means of avoiding any part in the war. Others, I know, 
have put upon it a more invidious conſtruction, and inſinuated 
that our meaning was neither more nor leſs than this, ſpeaking 
to the French, Do what you will with the Auftrian Nether. 
lands, provided you do not touch our ally, that is the limit 
which we fix for our neutrality.” 1 ſtate this to ſhew that at 
that time miniſters did not foreſee any probable event which 
might occation a rupture between this 2 and France. 
That this alſo was the general opinion of the Houſe in ſpring, 
1792, I need not ſpend time in convincing them. I ſhall, 
however, barely mention a circumſtance of a financial nature, 
which happened near the cloſe of the ſeſhon, and which proyes 
the fact beyond diſpute. I mean the meaſure of funding 
the 4 per cents. TIT 
At that time the three per cents. conſols had riſen to 95, 
96, and even 97, and it was the opinion of the right honour- 
able gentleman, I will not ſay with what judgment, that they 
would rife to par; with this conviction, with a view of a 
probable ſaving, he had loſt the opportunity of a certain ſaving 
of 240, oool. a thing of ſuch magnitude as to prove to the Houle 
that at that time the right honourable gentleman had no ex- 
tion that the peace was likely to be diſturbed, fince it in- 
duced him to forcgo the great good that was in his power, in 
the hope of the ſmall and trifling addition that might have ac- 
crued on the event of the three per cents. riſing to par, I 
mention this as a fact ſubſidiary to the declaration which the 
miniſter made at the commencement of that ſeſſion, and which 
proved that, to the end of it, he continued to entertain the 
ſame confidence of peace. Thus ended the ſeffion 1792. In 
the courle of the ſummer vacation of that year, events hap- 
pened in France of a very remarkable nature: the 10th of 
Auguſt put an end to the monarchy of the country, and ſub- 
ſtituted a republic in its ſtead. I do not mean to detain the 
Houſe by any comments on that diſgraceful event, That it 
was an act of monſtrous injuſtice all men are agreed; but I 
am now ſpeaking as an Engliſh legiſlator, and in that cha- 
racer I muſt ſay that it was an event with which Engiand had 
nothing to do, The words monarchy and republic are words 
well calculated to aſſemble men under ſtandards ; to inflame 
their zeal, to arouſe their paſſions, and to deluge countries 
with blood. They have done ſo in all ages, and in all coun» 
tries; but in the preſent diſcuſſion we certainly have nothing 


to do with the event, It belonged to France, and to 
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only. What happened on the roth of Auguſt made not the 
lighteſt difference in the relation between France and Eng- 
land. All the great events that could be ſuppoſed to have in- 
fluence by example upon the conſtitution of England had hap- 
pened before this event, The nobility had been deſtroyed, the 
clergy eraſed, equality eſtabliſhed, and thoſe which we call Ja- 
cobin principles were in full force prior to this event: unleſs 
then it is meant to ſay that there is ſomething ſo ſacred in 
the very name of king, as even to contain a charm, when the 
authority is extinct, ſufficient to counterbalance all the effects 
of this Jacobiniſm, it cannot be ſaid that the roth of Auguſt 
made ſuch an alteration as to ſtrike terror to England. I ap- 
peal to thoſe who are the moſt attached to monarchy, if they 
think that ſuch a monarchy could have ſufficient influence over 
the J acobin principles, as to take from them all their virulence, 
and neutralize their poiſon ? I contend, that if the principles 
eſtabliſned before the revolution of the 10th of Auguſt were 
calculated to give our miniſters confidence in the continu- 
ance of tranquility, the change of that day could not deſtroy 
ſuch confidence. The deſtruction of the monarchy of France! 
Can gentlemen forbear to look back to what has been the con- 
duct of the monarchy ? It is not in my nature to treat with ſe- 
verity the memory of the unfortunate, but, as an EnFliſhman, 
can I forget not merely the prejudices of my country, but its 
hiſtory ? No man who thinks that the former wars of this 
country again{t France were juſt and neceffary, can refuſe to 
{ay that they were provoked by the reſtleſs ambition and the in- 
ſidious intrigues of the Houſe of Bourbon. I cannot forget 
that our public debt and our national burdens have all been in- 
curred by the inceſſant ſyſtem of the monarchy of France. 
Can it then be faid, that the overthrow of that monarchy 
— either a cauſe of alarm or a ſymptom of danger to Great 

ritain'? | | 

« Before however, I quit this part of the ſubject and leſt 1 
ſhould be thought by ſome to approve more of the conduct of 
miniſters than I really do, I find it neceſſary to fay a few words 
in explanation, I approve of their ſentiments expreſſed in 
1792, in as far as they thought that the French revolution 
did not afford a ſufficient cauſe for this country involving itſelf 
in a war, and T approve of their conduct, in as far as it went 
upon a determination to abide by an invariable line of neutrality 
if univerſal. tranquility could not be preſerved.” I differ; how- 
ever, with them upon the means of preſerving this neutrality. 
I think there was a time before the war broke out with Auſteia, 
which preſented an opportunity for this country toexerciſe the 

Vor. IV. 1796, 3 P great 
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great and dignihed office of a mediator, which would not only 
have been highly honourable to itſelf, and beneficial to Europe, 
but an office which it was in ſome meaſure called upon to un. 
dertake by the events of the preceding year. The event to 
which I particularly refer was the treaty of Pilnitz, by which 
Ruſſia and Pruſſia avowed their intention of interfering in the 
internal affairs of France, if they ſhould be ſupported by the 
other powers of Furope, which certainly was to all intents and 
purpoſes an aggreſſion againſt France. The circumſtances 
of the tranſaction, ſtill more ſtrongly than the tranſaction it- 
ſclf, pointed out the propriety of this mediation on the part 
of Great Britain, This treaty, I really believe, was never 
intended to be acted upon; a circumſtance which certainly 
does not leſſen the aggreſſion, much leſs the inſult which it 
carried to France. The Emperor at that time was impor- 
tuned by the COS 3 and clergy to interfere in the 
domeſtic affairs in France. e muſt be juſt in our criticiſm 
upon meaſures, and to be fo, it is fit that we ſhould put the 
queſtion home to ourſelves. If any two nations ſhould form a 
treaty in which they declared their intention to meddle with 
the internal concerns of Great Britain, ſhould we not confidcr 
it as an unjuſtifiable Outrage and an aggreſſion ? Why then 
ſhould We refuſe to the French the fame ſpirit of indepen- 
dence, the ſame quickneſs of ſenſibility, the ſame dignity of 
character as we claimed for ourſelves ? The principle of this 
treaty of Pilnitz, had undergone much diſcuſſion; but the hiſ- 
tory of the circumſtances with which it was accompanied 
have not been canvaſſed. It was thoſe circumſtances that in- 
duced him to believe that Great Britain might have mediated 
with honour and ſucceſs. I conſider the treaty of Pilnitz, as 
an act of aggreſſion, but in my opinion it was a menace, which 
the parties themſelves did not intend to carry into effect. 
This did not diminiſh the inſult, nor make the indignity the 
leſs ; but this fact, which was well underſtood by ſtateſmen, 
opened the door for negotiation from which Great Britain 
might have profited, and have gained immortal honour, 2+ 
well as immeaſurable advantage, by preſerving the peace e 
Europe. The fact was, that the principal courts were ſo 
ſituated at the time, that no one or two of them could act but 
by general conſent. Auſtria could not act without the con- 
ſent of Ruſſia, nor either of them without that of Pruſſia, and 
Pruſſia did not wiſh to hazard the fate of ſuch an enterprize. 
When thoſe powers were in this ſtate cf uncertainty, that 
was the very moment for England to become a mediator 3 
aud if this country had at that time propoſed fair terms of ac- 
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made no difference in our relative ſituation, 
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commodation to the parties, the matter might have been 
compromiſed, and the peace of Europe preſerved, at leaſt for 
ſome time, for God knows the period of peace js at all times 
uncertain... If Englahd had then come forward as a mediator, 
the queſtions to be agitated would have related ſolely to Lor- 
raine and Alſace, and is there any man that believes, laying 
aſide the internal affairs of France altogether, that under the 
impartial mediation of this country, all the difficulties reſpect- 
ing the tenures of the nobility, and the right of the chapters 
in thoſe two provinces, might not have been eaſily ſettled to 
the ſatisfaction of the diſputants? I cannot conceive that mi- 
niſtets, by directing their ſchemes, and adopting the meaſures 
v hich they have purſued, could be influenced by the depraved 
and truly impolitic idea, of feeling ſatisfaction at beholding the 
growing ſeeds of diſtord, under the idea that this country 
would flouriſh, whilſt the other powers of Europe were ex- 
hauſting themſeives in cont-ntion and war. Neutrality I ad- 
mit to be better than to have a part in the conteſt ; but to a 
nation like Great Britain, whoſe proſperity depended upon 
her commerce, the general tranquility of Europe is a far 
greater bleſſing (and thus it fortunately happens that the 
intereſts of humanity and the intereſts of ſtates are inſe- 
parably united) than any partial neutrality which it could 
preſerve, 1 hope, therefore, that it was upon no ſuch conq 
trated views, that miniſters declined the omce of mediators 
at the period to which I alludz. One would think, however, 
that after refuſing ſuch interference, they. would. have been 
the laſt men in the world to intermeddle with the internal go- 
vernment of another country. 
„Having proved that the event of the yoth of Auguſt 
j cruſt it is not 
nzceflary for me to refer to the horrible ſcenes that were dit- 
cloſed in France, in the month of September; | merely men- 
tion them that it may not be ſaid that I wiſhed to p:.1s them 
over in ſilence, or without exprefling thoſe feelings which in 
common with all mankind I experienced, on hearing of atro- 
cities which have excited the indignation of Europe, and 
which have been accompanied with the groanings of humanity. 
However monſtrous they have been, they ſeem notwith- 
ſtanding to have no relation to the preſent queſtion; they have 
no {mall reſemblance, at the ſame time, to the maflacres in 
Paris in former periods; maſſacres in which Great Britain 
was much more nearly affected, than by the events of the 
month of September, 1792, in which ſhe nevertheleſs. did not 
iaterfere 3 a conduct, the propriety of which it fell to the pro- 
vince of the hiſtorian to diſcuſs ; and to hiſtorians alone muſt 
the 
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the maſſacte of September 1792 be alſo left; for though in- 
dividual members had thought them a fit topic with which to 
inflame the rage of mankind, miniſters had never contended 
that they were a legitimate cauſe of war, | 

Wi'oe come next to that important event the ſucceſsful inva- 
fien of the French upon the Auſtrian Netherlands, under Ge. 
neral Dumourier. How far it would have been-wiſe in this 
country to have permitted France to remain in poſſeſſion of 
this key to Holland, I am not going to argue. But what hap- 
pened in Odober was apprehended in April; and if it is once 
admitted as a principle, that it would have been impoſſible in 
this country to have allowed to France the quiet poſſeſſion of 
this territory, would it not have been wiſe in this country 
to have prevented the invaſion, by a mediation between the 
two powers ? Perhaps, it may be faid, that they truſted that 
the great military power of Auſtria would be able, if not to 
reſiſt the invaſion in the firſt inſtance, at leaſt to compel them 
to retire, If this was the policy with which they acted, it 
certainly was a policy more than ordinarily ſhallow, It would 
have been perhaps in this, as in every inſtance of a ſimilar 
nature more wile, to adopt a reſolution at the outſet, and to 
at upon it with uniformity, firmneſs, and conſiſtency. Sup— 
poſing France to be ſucceſsful, did you expect to ſtrike in at 
the end of the war, and ſpeak to France as you did in the caſe 
cf Ruſſia and the Porte, when you vauntingly ſaid"to Ruflia, 
you ſhall not kee Ockzakow as an indemnity for the expences 
of the war ? What was the conſequence, however, when you 
came forward in this arrogant and imperious tone ? You was 
not ſeconded by the country; you were condemned, as aſ- 
ſuming haughty and unwarrantable pretenſions, by every im- 
partial man in Europe; and in the end you were obliged to 
ſ-nd a miniſter to Peterſburgh to recant, retract, and to ſhrink 
f.om every thing that you had ſaid. Had you purſued the 
ſame ccuduct in reſpect to France, you would have been re- 
duced to the ſame dilemma. "The more the aggrandiſement 
of France was to be dreaded, the {ſtronger motives we had to 
have exerciſed the office of a mediator before the war com- 
menced. Shortly afterwards Lord Gower was recalled from 
Paris, a circumſtance which I always lamented, becauſe every 
means of conciliation and of explanation was thereby taken 
from us; in cafe of any miſunderſtanding that might ariſe, 
we were leſt to the chance of having it inflamed and exag- 
gerated, and conſequently we were daily expoſed to the dan- 
gers of a quarrel, Monſieur Chauvelin was permitted to con- 


tinue in this country indeed, but in a dubious character, and 
not 
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not treated in a way to favour conciliation, and this brinzs me 
to the immediate cauſes of the war. 

« 'Theſe have penerally been reduced to three : firſt, the 
way in which certain individuals belonging to the Corteſpond- 
ing Society in this country were received by the government 
of France. Secondly, the decree of the 19th of November. 
And, thirdly, the claims which were ſet up agaiuſt the mono- 
poly held by the Dutch of the navigation of the Scheldt, 
The firſt appears to me to be ſo infignificant as not to be worthy 
of a ſerious anſwer. In order to give it ſhape, in order to 
give it form, in order to make it fit for being put down on 
paper, you muit begin with aſſuming that there was a govern- 
ment in France to whom you might complain, and from 
whom you might demang redreſs. But was there ever any 
complaint made, or any diflatisfation ſtated, Roſpecting the 
decree of the 19th of November, did you ever complain of it, 
did you ever demand that it ſhould be either revoked or ex- 
plained? This is a circumſtance fo intimately connected 
with the exiſtence of government, that I know not how to ſe- 
parate them. You refuſed to recognize the government of 
France, and from that moment all the means of conciliation 
and explanation were at an end. Things were then brought 
to the ultima ratio regum, for the moment that you cut off all 
means of explanation, by recalling Lord Gower, you virtually 
made a deelaration of war. But though you arrozantly and 
unwiſely refuſed to recognize the government of France, you 
allowed M. Chauvelin to remain here, and from the papers 
which paſſed between him and the king's miniſters at the time, 
tie French ſeem to have ſhewa a ſtrong diſpoſition to exp'ain 
that decree, Why then, it will be aſked, did they not explain 
it? Becauſe they did not know what explanation would be 
latisfactory. But it is admitted by all the writers on the laws 
of nations that I have read, that an inſult, an outrage, or even 
an aggreflion, is not ſullicient or legitimate cauſe of war, till 
an explanation, or redreſs, is demanded and refuſed, and that 
the party who refuſes an opportunity of explanation to the 
other, is the aggreſlor. This opportunity, however, was 
denied to the Freuch, and upon theſe principles England was 
the aggreſſor. Upon the opening of the Scheldt, it was not 
neceſlary to petition Frauce for peace. Is there any man 
who does not believe, that if a negotiation had then been 
opened, that matters might not hee been arranged to the 
mutual ſatisfaction of the parties? 'i his was even admitted 
by the Houſe; for what was the favourite argument at the 
time? England is the laſt power in Europe u on whom they 
would 
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would make war ; but after devouring the reſt of Europe, 
they will ſwallow you up at laſt. Upon this part of the ar- 
ment I am a good deal relieved by ſubſequent events, And 
ere I am ſorry to allude to the opinions of a gentleman 
(Mr. Burke,) who is no longer a member of this Houſe, 
but from the part he took in the politics of the country at the 
time, and the effect which his eloquence has produced, I find 
it impoſſible to ſpeak of the hiſtory of the times, without ſay. 
ing ſomething on the doctrines and ſentiments of that able 
and reſpectable man. In a moſt able performance, he has 
charmed all the world with the brilliancy of his genius, de- 
lighted the country with the charms of his eloquence, and in 
as far as that cauſe went to produce this effect, plunged" the 
country into all the calamities conſequent upon the war. [ 
admire the genius of the man, and 1 admit the conſiſtency, 
integrity, and uſefulneſs of his long public life ; I cannot how- 
ever but lament that his talents when, in my opinion, they 
were direfted moſt to the intereſt of his country, produced 
very little effect, and that when he eſpouſed ſentiments differ- 
ent from thoſe which I held to be juſt, at that time, that then 
his exertions ſhould have been crowned with a ſucceſs that J 
deplore. Never, certainly, was there a nation more dazzled 
than the people of this country were by the brilliancy of this 
performance of Mr, Burke. It has unfortunately proved to 
be the brilliancy of that fatal conſtellation, which has been 
painted by the poet (Milton) as leading mankind by its livid 
ſplendours to deſolation, peſtilence, and death. 
Terrific ſpl-ndour, whoſe red hot breath . 
Holds out deſtruction, fire and death. 

This able man had no bounds in his oppoſition to my pro- 
poſition for recognizing the government of France, It was 
repreſented as a propoſition to petition France for peace, by 
throwing ourſelves at her feet, to ſurrender our beloved ſo- 
vereign's head to the block; in fine, entirely, to give up the 
conſtitution. And why? Becauſe it was to treat with regi- 
cides, though the unfortunate event (for ſuch I ſhall always 
call it) of the death of that unhappy prince, had not as yet 
taken place. When the queſtion comes to be reconfidered, 
I 'am confident that the country will not be of this opinion. 
At preſent I have even miniſters themſelves as accellaries to 
that ſact, after it has actually happened. By this petition or 
meſſage to the directory, have they not acknowledged the 
power of thoſe very men who pride themſelves upon the part 
that they took in promoting that unfortunate event, and who 


now celebrate it by an anniverſary feſtival? For what do I 
RY mention 
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mention this, but to ſhew that I did not wiſh to ſurrender the 
conftitution, which has been handed down to us from our 
anceſtors, cemented with their blood, and that it was no part 
of my deſign to bring the head of our beloved ſovereign to 
the block. But to return to the opening of the Scheldt. 

« am not one of thoſe who conceive the navigation of the 
Scheldt to be of no importance to Holland; in its preſent cir- 
cumſtances, I think it was of very little importance. It may 
be aſked, however, are you to judge what is and what is not 
for the intereſt of Holland? Are not the Dutch much better 
judges of what is for their intereſt than you are? Far, far 
better certainly is my anſwer. But did the Dutch themſelves, 
at the time, think it an object worth diſputing about, or did 
not we drag them involuntarily into the conteſt ? A variety of 
other arguments were uſed at the time. I do not with to re- 
call the language of any particular gentleman to the memory 
of the Houſe, but the argument being alledged againſt a pro- 
poſition which I had the honour to make on the ſecond day of 
the ſeſſion, I have more particular reaſon to remember it. I 
was told, that we ought not to recognize the French republic, 
for fear of diſguſting our allies. Let us inquire, then, who 
were our allies at the time? The Sates General were one. 
Then it was ſaid, that even thoſe who were diſaffected to the 
intereſt of the Stadtholder, were ſo ariftocratic in their ſenti- 
ments, that they would ſpurn with indignation at Freneh prin- 
ciples, and that the invaſion would heal all the internal divi- 
ſions which ſubſiſted in that republic. Notwithſtanding theſe 
promiſing aſſertions, however, I have heard, and I know it is 
commonly believed, that Holland was not conquered by the 
arms of France, but by the deſertion of the Dutch themſelves. 
Our other allies were Auſtria and Pruſſia, Whether the king 
of Pruſſia has ated to this country with fidelity and honour, cc 
not, whether he has performed his engagements, or whether 
he has violated the faith of the treaty, we have never been in- 
formed by miniſters: but this I will aſk, whether after grant- 
ing him an enormous ſubſidy, a ſubſidy moſt extravagant, when 
compared with the amount of the ſervices which he has per- 
formed z whether, had you recognized the French republic, 
he would have deferted you one day ſooner, or. ſwallowed up 
more of the trealure of the country than he has done? With 
teſpect to Auſtria, is there any man who ſeriouſly. believes, 
that though we had recognized the French republic, that we 
might not have availed ourſelves as much as we can do at this 
moment, of the ſervice of that power? Even, though Auſtria 


bad been diſguſted, all that ſhe would have done, would wake 
| a 
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been to make a ſeparate peace, which would probably have 
bern the means of reſtoring general tranquility, becauſe that 
would have happened befote we engaged in the war. But if 
this danger would have attended the recognition of the French 
republic before, may not the fame effect be produced by the late 

negotiation at Baſle, in which Auſtria did not join? It was 
argued that a recognition implied an approbation of every 
thing that bad paſſed. But this I denied when the objection 
was taken, and {till perſiſt in denying. | ' 

« On the queſtion of—Who was the aggreſſor ?—l repeat, 
that by the law of nations, as it is explained by the beſt of 
writers upon the ſubject, - we were the 5 becauſe 
we refuſed to give to France an opportunity of removing the 
grievances of which we complained, 

We come next to the period at which we began to take 
an active part in the conteſt. When our armies firſt appeared 
on the field, the enemy retired from the territories which they 
had occupied; they were driven out of Auſtria, Holland was 
ſafe. They were completely driven out of the Netherlands, 
and you were in poſſeſſion of almoſt all French Flanders. At 
this period when our arms had been crowned with ſuch re- 
markable ſucceſs, Monſ. Le Brun, miniſter of foreign affairs 
ſent a perſon of the name of Maret, with propoſals for peace, 
on the part of the French, which were not liſtened to by his 
majeſty's miniſters. Why then, 1 aſk, did-you not make 
peace at this proſperous, juncture ? when the enemy were 
de ſeated in every battle, when they were driven from all the 
frontiers of our allies which they had occupied, when we bad 
made a conſiderable impreiſion upon French Flanders; when, 
excepting Savoy, they had not one foot of land belonging to 
our allies, and when, they might have been willing to purchaſe 
terms of peace by a conſiderable ſacrifice of territory? Why 
did we not make peace in theſe circumſtances? Why, be- 
cauſe the ſyſtem of neutrality on which miniſters had ſet out 
was deſerted; becauſe you no longer confined your views to 
the ſecurity of your allies; but infatuated with ſucceſs, you 

egan to ſeek for indemnity, The declining to negociate at 
this. period, I ſet down as a marked cauſe of our-ſucceeding 
calamities. I. cannot help. remarking, chat there has been 2 
good deal of inconſiſtency in the mode of arguing adopted by 
thoſe who have been averſe to negociation. , When the French 
were ſucceſsful, I was aſked,—W hat! would you humble the 
country ſo tar as to beg peace from the enemy, in the moment 
of het victories? And when the allies. were ſucceſsſul in their 
turn, I was told that ws. muſt trcat at a dme when pur armics 
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were every where triumphant, and when nothing but defeat and 
diſgrace marked the progreſs of the enemy ; it was even at one- 
time thought adviſeable to puſh our ſucceſs ſo far as to march to 
Paris, Upon the project of effecting a counter revolution in 
France, having ſaid fo much upon it on former occaſions, I ſhall 
not enlarge upon it now. The great defect in the management 
of the war, however, has, in my opinion, been the want of de- 
terminate object for which you were contending. You have 
neither carried on war for the purpoſe of reſtoring monarchy 
in France, nor for your own advantage. While the emperor, 
in Alſace, was taking towns in the name of the king of Hun- 
gary, you were taking Valenciennes for the emperor, pro- 
claiming the conſtitution of 1791 at Toulon, in the name of 
Louis XVII. and taking poſſe of Martinique, and ſum- 
moning Dunkirk, for the king of Great Britain. What has 
been the conſequence of this want of object? You have con- 
verted France into an armed nation, and given her governors 
the power of marſhalling all the ſtrength of the kingdom againſt 
you. The royaliſts in France alſo, fo little underſtood your 
intentions that they did not join you ; and the reaſon was obs 
vious; they did not know whether you were at war” for the 
rpoſe of re-eſtabliſhing the ancient monarchy of France, or 
for the purpoſe of aggrandizing yourſelves by cobbing France 
of her territories, |; f 
go much had been ſaid in reſpect to the unfortunate Monſ. 
La Fayette, that I do not think it neceſſary for me to enter 
into a defence of the conduct of that brave man. It is within 
the knowledge of almoſt every one, that that exalted charactet 
lacrificed every intereſt of a private nature for the general 
good of his country; and this fact I am ſure was evident to the 
whole world, that he was a friend to the conſtitution of 1789, 
and a friend to the French monarch. He emigrated after the 
10th of Auguſt, becauſe he found his endeavours to eſtabliſh 
the form of government of which he approved, that of a mo- 
narchy, limited by juſt reſtrictions, vain and fruitleſs. What 
was then done with reſpect to him? Under pretence of his 
having been before in the ſervice of the enemy, he was ſeized, 
upon neutral ground, by certain robbers in the ſervice of the 
king of Pruſſia, and thrown into the dungeon of a loathſome 
priſon, in which ſituation this diſtinguiſhed man, who had un- 
doubtedly every reaſon to have ex the commendations at 
leaſt of the party to whom he went over, was kept, year after 
year, without any intereſt being made in his behalf by thoſe 
who were bound fo to do byevery principle of honour and hu- 
manity, It is true the miniſters of this country have not, in 
Vol. IV. 1796. 3Q direct 
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direct terms, of approved ſuch conduct towards this brave but 
unfortunate. officer; but ſurely it might have been thought, if 
they had been deſirous to conciliate this body of men, whoſc 
conſtitution they announced at Toulon, that they would at 
leaſt have made a point of procuring the enlargement of this 
moſt eſtimable:charatter, It might have been thought that in 
return for a ſubſidy of 3,000,000). the King of Pruſſia could 
not heſitate at the enlargement of one priſoner, But when a 
motion was made by my right honourable friend, (General 
Fitzpatrick) it was ſaid that it was impoſſible for this govern- 
ment to interfere. + About this time Pruſſia makes a ſeparate 
peace, and this oppreſſed man is hurried to one of the Auſtrian 
priſons, and there infamouſly, and in violation of every human 
ws detained by the Emperor, under the {ſhameful pretext 
that he is not his priſoner, but the priſoner of the alliance. 
The wife of this unfortunate gentleman, who bad. been long 
detained in priſon in France, is ſet at liberty, and deſirous of 
giving her huſband an additional proof of her affection, repairs 
to Vienna, and; requeſts leave of the Emperor to viſit her di(- 
| treſſed huſband. - "The emperor condeſcends to grant her re- 
| queſt, but in what manner does he grant it? When the 
wretched lady arrived at Olmutz, the officer who had the 
care of Monf. La Fayette told her, with openneſs and candour, 
that if ſhe reſolved to go down to the dungeon to her huſband, 


$3 ſhe mult reſolve to ſubmit to ſhare in all the horrors of his cap- 
9 tivity. A burſt of indignation and ſorrow broke from every 
part of the Houſe, ] This, however, had no terror to the con- 
3 ſtancy of her affectionate heart, ſhe plunged into his dungeon, 
4 and there ſhe now-lies with him, the living and yet buried 
: victims of , this inhuman power. Nay, this is not all, (he ap- 


plied for leave to have a female attendant, inſtead of a male, 

about her perſon z this, ſhe ſaid, even the implacable Robeſ- 

pierre had not denied het but even this requeſt was cruelly 

refuſed to her! This is the way you treat the man who was 

4 the friend of the French monarch, whoſe cauſe you pretend 

| to have taken up arms for; it is thus you entitle yourſelves to 

depend upon the aſſiſtance of the royaliſts. Beſides, (as if it 

were not enough that our miniſters had not interfeted for the 

dleliverance of this g:ntlemany and for fear it ſhould. be un- 

_ - derſtood that they did not participate in the meaſure) M. 

i Alexander Lameth, who was alſo impriſoned-by the King of 

: Pruſſia, agaiuſt the poſitive rights of nations, though he was 
allowed on account of ill heaith,/a little more indulgence than 

La Fayette, yet that relaxation could not prevent him from 


contracung a diſorder which was likely to baffle the aid of 
. mY medicine 
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medicine; and when, by the advice of his phyſician and friends, 


he came to England for the benefit of the Bath waters, he is 


in the country but a few days, and duriag that time confined 
to his bed, when he receives the peremptory injunctions of 
the miniſter to quit it without delay; he is not permitted a 
moment's tim e after the orders are given, leſt he ſhould con- 
taminate the air of Great Britain, he too who was the friend 
and ſupporter of the French monarch, and who ſtrove to re- 
ſtore him to his throne, he who had emigrated from France 
as a'royaliſt ; this is the man you thus ignominiouſly and 
ſhamefully ſend out of the kingdom, in a neutral veſſel too, to 
tie danger of his being carried into Calais, and conducted to 
the guillotine. What could be A e . to the cha- 
rater of the country than ſuch conduct? Any perſon who 
had ſeen M. Lameth with the broken and decayed conſtitu- 
tion, would not have conceived that he was in a ſtate to be 
dangerous to the government; and thus this gentleman, who 
had juſtly rendered himſelf dear to all who loved rational 
liberty, and to whom the emigrant nobility of France owed 
ſuch obligations, was driven from England. By this act it 
appeared that none but the perſons who adhere to the ancient 
unlimited monarchy of France—none but'thoſe who were the 
idolators of the feudal ſlavery of that unhappy kingdom, were 
to be permitted to remain in England, and that at the very 
moment when, by our meſſage to the preſent government of 
France, we profeſs the deſire of treating for the eſtabliſhment 
of peace, we have given this proof of our regard for the moft 
moderate of the advocates for liberty in France. It certainly 
was not calculated to inſpire them with confidence in the ſin- 


cerity of theſe profeſſions ; and I cannot help pointing out to 


the indignation of mankind the treatment which M. La Fa- 
yette, M. Lameth, and their companions have ſuffered from 
theſe governments which call themſelves regular and religious, 
and for the preſervation of which, the preſent war was under- 
taken. | | | | 1 
« With reſpect to the treatment of General Dumourier, 
thougiz I do not mean to place him exactly in the ſame point 
of view as the two gentlemen I have juſt mentioned, yet the 
behaviour of the allies towards him has not been leſs impolitic ; 
to afford an aſylum and offer our protection to theſe men, who 
diſguſted by the party with whom they- ſerved, withdrew their 
athitance, was ſurely the only effectual way to encourage 
others to follow an example ſo hurtful to their enemies; Itis 
faid that the legitimate object of Great Britain in this war 
was, to obtain from France a juſt and honourable peace; that 
a 3 Q _ this 
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this was the object of the confederation of the allies. Why, 
then, was not that abject attempted, when that confederation 
exiſted in its full power? Why were two of the powers, 
Pruſſia and Spain, ſuffered to melt away, and withdraw their 
aid, without making any overtures for ſuch a peace? You 
may ſay it was not your fault, that you could not foreſee their 
ſeceſſion ; let me however obſerve, when ſtateſmen take upon 
themſelves to form alliances -with other powers, they ſhould 
know ſomething of the characters of the princes with whom 
they make ſuch alliances, and how far it is probable they will 
keep to the engagements they enter into. With regard to the 
King of Pruſſia, there was every reaſon to ſuppoſe, long before 
| the event took place, that he would make peace with France; 
| that it was his intereſt ſo to do; and as to Spain, it was ap- 
| parent to the moſt ſhort · ſighted ſtateſman, that her miniſters 
could not protract the concluſion of a peace with the viQorious 
republic without endangering the exiſtence of the Spaniſh mo- 
narchy itſelf. It was therefore an incumbent duty on miniſters 
to have foreſeen the probable conſequences of their alliances ; 
if they had poſſeſſed any of that neceſſary foreſight, they would 
during the Jaſt ſeſſion of parliament have exerted their endea- 
vours to have procured a peace, while the confederacy was act- 
ing in concert, and would not have waited till the confederacy 
was diſſolved. 
. * It is alledged that the form of government was not ſuch 
as a peace upon any ſure foundation could be made with, I, 
however, am one of thoſe who think that the government, as 
to external relations, was of no conſequence to the eontracting 
parties. If an abſolute government is, as it is thought to be, 
the beſt to contract with, ſurely no one will deny but France 
was an abſolute government during the tyranny of Robeſpierre, 
as well as during the reigns of the prior and ſucceeding factions. 
Ihe acts of theſe factions had never been thwarted with reſpect 
to external relations; but you ſay you muſt wait till there is a 
regular conſtitution eſtabliſhed. Is that the time to regain 
your loſſes by negotiation, when they have ſettled themſelves 
in a permanent government, aſcertained the limits and boun- 
daries of their conqueſts, made the whole ſubject to their gene- 
ral laws, and given what was your territory every inherent 
quality of their own departments? We were told ſeveral 
© years ago, that the French were reduced to that extremity, 
that they could not poſſibly ſind reſources tg enable them te 
continue the conteſt much Jonger ; and only Jaſt ſeſſion it had 
been aflert*d, with a degree of confidence, that they were hot 
upon the verge of deſtruction, but in the actual gulf 41 
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they were in the laſt agony. A twelvemonth had elapſed ſince 
they had been in that agoiy, and really it is the firſt time I ever 
heard of any ſet of people falling from ſuch a precipice, and 
continuing ſo long in agony. I certainly muſt admit, that laſt 
year, while France was labouring under this agony, the empe- 
ror, with the aſſiſtance of this country, was enabled to retake 
part of the conqueit which had been made of his dominions, 
and this was looked upon as an accompliſhment of the predic- 
tion, that-the French were reduced to the laſt extremity; that 
they were not in a Capacity ever to recover themſelves ; and 
were actually ſuffering the laſt agony. It would naturally 
have been expected, that death would have been the conſequence 
of this agony, but was that the caſe? Far from it. The events 
of the laſt three weeks, have been of a nature ſufficient to prove, 
that their agonizing ſtruggles may in the end deſtroy-their 
enemies, and draw them into that gulf of ruin, in which they 
had flattered: themſelves the French had been irrevocably 
buried. The ſtate of the French finances has been another 
argument of their inability to continue the war. God forbid 
that the finances of this country ſhould ever be ſo involved: 
but the French have paſſed over the worſt conſequences, re- 
ſulting from the ſtate of their finances; France has been in that 
ſituation, wherein it has been neceſlary to call forth all the 
property of the country, in order to maintain the public quarrel. 
Without recurring to the mode of argument which was made 
uſe of the preceeding day, with reſpect to the new. mode of 
taxing capital, I hope if ever we ſhould be in the ſituation of 
the French, that we ſhould not heſitate to ſpend the whole 
tapital of the country, rather than have a conſtitution impoſed 
upon us by a foreign enemy ; I had rather all ſhould be taken 
away by the calamities of, the preſent war, than, to make uſe of 
the language of an honourable gentleman oppoſite to me, 
commerce ſhould periſh ; that. we ſhould be forced to ſubmit 
to one, two, three, or four requiſitions of all the adults in the 
kingdom; all this, though ſorry I ſhould be to fee it, I would 
rather ſubmit to than that my country ſhould ever experience 
the miſeries of abſolute ſervitude. You have reduced France 
to the ſituation of bankruptcy ;- but that bankruptcy is paſt, 
the inconveniencies of it are over, and now they have the 
whole reſources of the country to bring forth againſt you. It 
is now twelve months ſince we conceived them in ſuch a ſtate 
of bankruptcy, as to be - incapable of reſiſtance. It was the 
boaſt of Auſtria, that ſhe had recovered her loſſes; but we 
(ce the campaign open this year with ſuch gigantie efforts, 
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as to leave no room to hope, that we can ever be able to 
reſiſt them. | 59760 258 

At the commencement of the preſent ſeſſion his majeſty, 
in his ſpeech from the throne, intimated a diſpoſition to negou- 
ate, and had more fully maniſeſted that diſpoſition in his meſlage 
of the $th of December. Why then did not his miniſters take 
immediate ſteps to open à negotiation ? Why did they not at 
that time (the winter) which was peculiarly favourable for 
ſuch a mealure, as the campaign was not, and could not well 
be opened for ſome months? Inſtead of this, we find the fk 
ſtep taken was on the 8th of March, three months after the 
expreſſion of the earneſt delire for peace contained in the king's 
meſlage ; and in four months after the ſame ſentiments had 
been avowed in his ſpeech from the throne. This delay has 
not been occaſioned by a wiſh to conſult with our allies, and 
obtain their concurrence, for it does not appear that they ſanc- 
tioned or diſapproved it. An alluſion was indeed made to 
them in Mr. Wickham's letter, but to juſtify the delay, the 
application ſhould have been made in the name of them all, 
and ſome ſpecific terms ſhould have been offered. This was 
not the caſe. Mr. Wickham's letter was ſuch, as might have 
been agreed upon in a quarter of an hour, inſtead of three 
months. But this letter, after all, ſaid nothing more than was 
contained in the king's ſpeech, and it cannot be produced as a 
new. proof of the deſire of miniſters - for peace. It has been 
ſaid in this Houſe, and his majeſty's miniſters have particu- 
larly ſupported the opinion, that the contagion of French prin- 

2 is highly dangerous to. this country; thoſe principles 
and their ſupporters in France, have been treated with every 
mark of inſult and contempt, with every expreſſion of diſgrace 


and deteſtation. The firſt thing minifters ſhould have done, 


was to remove the-unfavourable impreſſion, the huſtile diſpo- 
ſition which their language and conduct muſt have created; 
and the. firſt thing towards accompliſhing this, was a ſull and 
unequivocal recognition of the French republic. Towards 
the concluſion of the American war, ſome gentlemen in this 
Houſe thought an acknowledgement of the independence of 
America ſhould be made as the price of peace. I always 
thought otherwiſe, and that it ought to be made free]y and 
gratuitouſly, Whether 1 was right or not, the preſent is a 
queſtion materially diflerent. We have no claim on France, 
like that which we had on America, and therefore the leis 


would have been the ſacrifice in recognizing the republic.— 


39. tar from doing this, Mr, Wickhaum's note does not even 
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d hint at the terms that vould be acceptable. This reſervedneſs 

may in ſome caſes be prudent and wiſe. In the preſent caſe T 
; ſee neither prudence nor wiſdom. Inſtead of either recogni- | 
N tion or offers, you tell the directory your miniſter is not em- 
a powered even to negotiate, To argue this point fairly, I muſt q 
put myſelf in the ſituation of the enemy, and here I mult aſk, N 
what can I think of ſuch a communication from miniſters; who \ ; 
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for ſeveral years have traduced the principles and government 
in France, and reviled all the ruling men in that country; 
from miniſters who delayed it three months? I cuuld not be- 
lieve the fincerity of their offers. 

« It is not regular to mention what has paſſed in former de- 
bates z if however, I may be permitted to allude to rhe argu- 
ments advanced a few evenings' ago, upon the ſubject of the 1 
king of Sardinia's ſubſidy, we ſhall find, from his own mouth, 2 0 
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a full illuſtration of the miniſter's motives, in making the pre- 
tended offers of peace through Mr. Wickham. On that oc- 
caſion, it was ſaid, that it was by no means certain, the over- 
tures of his Sardinian majeſty were made with the view of 
obtaining peace. It was moſt probable that they were made 
in conſequence of the preſſure of circumſtances, and that all 
his object was to know, what wete the conditions on which 
the French would conſent to a pacification, as he had no real 
intention of putting an end to the war. I cannot conceive 
more happy expreſſions to explain the views of his majeſty's 
miniſters, in making overtures. through Mr. Wickham. They 
were no doubt actuated by the ſame motives that guided his 
Sardinian majeſty, and the French might well ſuppoſe that 
their pretended offers were produced by the preſſure of circum- 
ſtances, and made with the view rather of continuing than con- 
cluding the war. The pretence {et up by the French, that 
they could not give up any territories which had been conſoli- 
dated with the republic, is, indeed, unjuft, but it is a matter 
that doubles my indignation. againſt thoſe miniſters who have 
brought us into this lamentable ſituation, who have deferred 
any propoſition for peace till a period when the difficulties are 
ſuch, that there is no proſpect of obtaining it on ſafe and ho- 
nourable terms. I ſee a great triumph on the other ſide of the 
Houſe, and I do not obader at it. Their object was to delay 
overtures of peace till they could not be accepted, and they 
have ſucceeded, This may be a manceuvre in war, but it is 
not an act of which a miniſter, ſincerely deſirous of peace, can (Fg 
boaſt, That it was ſuch a manceuvre, I am convinced, by the | 
eagerneſs and exultation with which the cotreſpondence has 
been publiſhed. Is there no better means of making the go- '| 
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vernment of France, believe the ſincerity of your wiſhes for 
ce? Why is it not conſidered how other peaces have been 
made? Why not make your diſpoſition for peace known by 
various, other channels than an open negotiation ? And above 
all, why not recognize the republic, and renounce any deſign 
againſt it on account of the principles on which it was 
founded? _ ; 
When that great man, the late lord Chatham was con- 
ſulted reſpecting the beſt mode of terminating the unfortunate 
diſpute with America, did he ſend to know what were the 
terms demanded by the Americans? No: his opinion was, 
that nothing would effect a compleat conciliation, but a com- 


| pleat change in his majefty's councils—-( A laugh on the treaſury 


bench, )—Gentlemen may laugh, but I do not underſtand how 
the calamities of the people, brought on by the preſent councils 
of his majeſty, can be a ſubject of merriment. To remove 
theſe calamities, a total change, not only in the councils of his 
majeſty, but in his counſellors, is abſolutely neceſſary ; to ſup- 
pole, after their recent conduct, that they have abandoned theſe 
principles of action which have brought on us ſo many mil- 
fortunes, is abſurd. They have not in any way manifeſtcd 
ſuch. a change, Ihe adminiſtration which conducted the 
American war, was found unfit to ſettle the peace, and yet 
lord North, of whom as a private man I never can ſpeak but 
with reſpect and eſteem, had a moſt conciliating diſpoſition, 
and never was conſidered to be perſonally anxious to eltabliſh 
our dominion over America, neither did he ſpeak with ſo much 
acrimony of our enemies as has lately been the caſe. He 
might have treated with more advantage than our preſent mi- 
niſters, and yet it was found neceſſary that he ſhould reſign. 
The change of feeling towards the French muſt have been very 
ſudden 1a the miniſter, for at the very time he was making 

acific profeſſions, he was ſending an expedition to the coaſt of 
eee which if it had ſucceeded, would have compelled him to 
declare Louis XVIII. king, and deny the authority of the exe- 
cutive directory. Had the iſland of Noirmoutier been taken in 
the name of Louis XVIII. in whoſe name it was ſummoned 
by a Britiſh officer, how could miniſters have recognized the 
republic? It appears their converſion is very ſudden, and ſud- 
den converſions are very ſuſpicious. It is but too maniteit 
that they never were deſirous of negotiating a peace with the 
French republic. They might, indeed, draw up a paper that 
might ſerve as a declaration in a-court of law, but could not 
ſatisfy a more hberal judgment of che ſincetity of the it wiſhes 


for. peace. I do not Wiſh to viſit the fins of the father uponthe 
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ſon, I do not wiſh that the deſcendants of the Houſe of Bour- 
bon ſhould be treated in the manner in which they treated the 
unfortunate Houſe of Stuart; bat if your pacific offers were 
fiacere, you ſhould have diſowned Louis XVIII. as king of 
France. You ſhould have recalled lord Macartney, who was 
ſent as ambaſſador to him, and avowed that you made war on 
France as 4 republic, and conſequently had recognized it, It 
would haye been a moral act of juſtice in you to have declared 
this to Louis XVIII. and it would have been an act of pru- 
dence to yourſelves, with a view of convincing the director 
of the ſincerity of the change in your ſentiments ; it would 
have ſatisfed the unfortunate emigrants reſpeRing their fate, 
and it would have ſatisfied the French government of your ac- 
tual ſolicitude for peac?. 

« And here I will beg pardon of the Houſe, for enterin 
into a ſhort digreſſion on the double dealing that has been aſe 
towards the unfortunate emigrants from France, and in paſſing 
will obſet ve that it is a moſt conſoling circumſtance to me, that 
not one of them owes the ſmalleſt atom of his misfortunes to 
any thing I ever did or ſaid. It was natural that thoſe unhappy 
men when they heard that the eſtates of Engliſhmen were in- 
ſecure, unleſs the eftates of the emigrants were reſtored; when 
they heard that we couid not make peace with the republicans, 
without laying the head of our fovereign on the block ; when 
they heard that Great-Britain was fighting for her very exiſt- 
ence ; it was natural for them to ſay, we may ſafely riſk our- 
ſelves in the ſame bark that carries C 
our fortunes along with that of the Britiſh empire. With 
theſe opinions, which they had imbibed from ſpeeches delivered 
in this Houſe, the royaliſts had been drawn from all parts of 
France, fully perſuaded they would be cordially received here. 
But how had they been treated ? They had been duped with 
ambiguous declarations, made purpoſely to deceive them jnto 
an ided that they were to fight for the reſtoration of French 
monarchy, and the emigrants ; when, in fact, they were only 
to fight for the fluctuating views of miniſters, who never re- 
garded'their perſonal welfare, or the cauſe they wiſhed to ſup- 
port, as an object of real importance. In this manner e of 
the emigrants had been ſeduced to their ruin, andit would be but 
an act of juſtice to tell them we are not now fighting for the te- 
{toration of the French monarchy, we are not now fighting to 
replace you in your property, our only object now is, to regain 
the territories we have loſt; we fight only about the condi- 
tions of peace. {The queſtion now is, whether miniſters have 


Teally changed their ſeutiments reſpecting the origin and ob- 
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jets of the war, If they have, they ſhould prove it by ſome 
unequivocal act or declaration. If they have not, as I ſuſpecd, 
then this Houſe ſhould entreat his majeſty to change his coun. 
cils. I know it will be ſaid, What! you have been ſpeaking 
| three hours, and all for the purpoſe of procuring a change of 
miniſters, becauſe ſuch a change might be advantageous to 
yourſelf.” To this 1 only can anſwer, that as to my having 
views of perſonal ambition, however deſirable a thing power 


may be; however deſirable from the motive of employing it to 


the belt end, the intereſts of humanity, it is nevertheleſs quite 
out of the queſtion. The maxims that have been adopted, and 
acted upon, in the courſe of the preſent war, and the prin- 
ciples which are now countenanced, make it altogether im- 
poſſible for me, and I can ſpeak I am ſure for others, to 
aſpire to any ſituation of reſponſibility. Thoſe maxims and 
principles muſt all be retracted and reverſed, the two late 
ads, which I continue to think ſubverſive of the conſtitu- 
tion, repealed, and the precedent declared to be pernicious ; 
and there muſt be a full and perfect conviction in his ma- 
jeſty's mind, and in that of the people, that all theſe mea- 
Tui have been wrong, before men who love and venerate 
the conſtitution can think of any public ſituation: As all 
his is not likely to happen, it is idle to talk about a change 
of counſellors. We muſt try to accompliſh that then which 
is is more probable, to change the councils, if not the coun- 
ſellors, and to bring them to fee the errors of their paſt con- 
duct. No miniſter who commenced and carried on a war ever 


made an advantageous, peace; but if the preſent miniſters ex- 


pect to prove an exception to this rule, they ſhould ſhew that 
they are ſeriouſly convinced of their paſt errors: they ſhould 
renounce the principles on which they have acted, before they 
can hope to put an end, with honour and ſafety, to a war which 
they have conducted with ſo much rancour. It has been ſaid, 
Let us perſevere a little longer, and we ſhall ſucceed ; mandats 
are as much depreciated now, as aſſignats were formerly ; 
France cannot therefore continue the conteſt. In anſwer to 
this I will only ſay, look at the effects of the war upon ourſelves 
and conſider well how long we ſhall be enabled to carry it on. 
Between fifty and fixty thouſand men have already been ſent to 
the Weſt-Indies; the mortality has been great among them, 
and the advantages very little ; if we have taken Martinique, 
St. Vincent's and Grenada are laid waſte, "The Dutch poſ- 
ſeſions, it is ſuppoſed, will form our chief indemnification at the 
peace. I will ſay little of the fairneſs of taking theſe from a 
* | nation, 
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nation, to preſerve which, we went to war. I am told, mi- 
niters do not wiſh the ſtadtholder to be reſtored ; but I will 
only remark, that the extent of our colonies are a great incum- 
brance to us in time of war; they exbauſt our ſtrength, and 
if our maritime force ſhall ever be equally oppoſed at fea, their 
poſſeſſion will be very precarious, We have completely failed 
in all the objects for which the war was begun. Holland is 
loſt, the king of France exiled, and the aggrandizement and 
power of the republic is more alarming than ever, Of our al- 
lies, the king of Pruſſia has ſuſtained the leaſt injury; the king 
of Spain has been forced to make peace; and the K of Sar- 
dinia, wbo, we are told, is the very pattern of fidelity, proves 
alſo to be an example of misfortune. I he empreſs of Ruſſia 
bas indeed ſuffered nothing. It is impoſiible not to ſee, that 
her only object in the alliance was to plunder Poland, in which 
ſhe has been coll.terally ſupported by England. This is a 
mortal blow to another profeſſed object of the war, the balance 
of power. Will any man believe that the avowed object, tae 
deſtruction of jacobiniſm in Poland, was the real cauſe of di- 
viding that — country ? And will any man contend 
that England and France united, might not have prevented 
that tranſaclion, and by that means preſerved. the balance 
of power, in Europe? But Poland was abandoned to its fate, 
ſuffered to be ſacrificed, annihilated, deſtroyed, in ſupporting 
thoſe vicious principles which guide miniſters, and have invol- 
ved us in the preſent war. Theſe principles muſt now be 
deſerted. If the country is to be faved, we muſt retrace our 
ſteps; that is the only cure. All other remedies are mere 
paliiatives, which muſt rather prove miſchievous than uſeful, 
| ſhall therefore recommend a complete change of ſyſtem, to 
which purpoſe I ſhall move, 


« That an addreſs be gafſented to his majeſty, maſt kumbly to offer to his 
yal conſideration, that judgment which his faithful commons have formed, and 
deem it their duty to declare, concerning the conduct of his miniſters in the 
cmmencement and during the progreſs of the preſent unfortunate war. As long 
«> it was poflible for us to doubt from what ſource the national diſtreiles had ariſen, 
we have in times of dilliculty and pe. il, thought ourſelves bound to ſtrengthen his 
majeſty's government for the protection of his ſubjecte, by our coafi/ence and 
1apport, Bat our duties, as his majeſty's counſellors, and as the repreſentatives 
his peo; le, will no longer permit us to diſſemble our deliberate and determined 
opinion that the ditreſs, difficulty, and peril, to which this country is now ſub- 
Je ded, have ar ſen from the miſconduct of the king's miniſters, and are likely to 
{bit and increaſe as Jong as the ſame principles which have hitherto guided theſe 
n. niſters, ſhall continue to prevail in the councils of Great Britain, 
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te ]t is painful for us to remind his majeſty of the ſituation of his dominions at 
the beginning of the war, and of the high degree of proſperity to which the ſkill 
and induſtry of his ſubjects had, under the ſafeguard of a free conſtitution, raiſed 
the Britiſkempire, ſince it can only fill his mind with the melancholy recollection 
of proſſ erity abuſed, and of opportunities & ſecuring permanent advantages 
wantonly rejected. Nor ſhall we preſume to wound his majeſty's benevolence by 
dwelling on the tortunate circumſtances which might have ariſen ſrom the mediz. 
tion of Great Britain between the powers then at war, which might have enſured 
the permanence of our proſperity, while it preſerved all Europe from the calamities 
which it has fince endured. A mediation which this kingdom was ſo well fitted 
to carry on with vigour and dignity, by its power, its character, and the nature of 
itis government, happily removed at an equal diſtance from the contending d- 
tremes of licentiouſneſs and tyranny. 

From this neutral and impartial ſyſtem of policy his majeſty's miniſters were 
induced to depart by certain meaſures of the French government, of which they 
complained as injurious and hoſtile to this country. With what juſtice thoſe com. 
plaints we e made, we are not now called upon to determine, ſince it cannot be 
pretended that the meaſures of France were of ſuch a nature as to preclude the 
poſſibility of adjuſtment by negociation; and it is impoſſible to deny, that the 
power which ſhuts up the channel of accomodation muſt be the real aggreſſor in 
war. To reject negociation is to determine on hoſtilities; and, whatever may 
have been the nature of the points in queſtion between us and France, we cannot 
but pronounce the refuſal of ſuch an authoriſed communication with that country 
as might have amicably terminated the diſpute, to be the true and immediate cauſe 
of the rupture which followed, + 

Nor can we ſorbear to remark, that the pretences under which his majeſty's 
miniſters then haughtily refuſed ſuch authoriſed communication have been ſuffi- 
« ently expoſed by their own conduct, in fince ſubmitting to a ſ milar intercourſe with 
the ſame government, 

© The miſguided policy which thus rendered the war inevitable appears to have 
actuated miniſters in their determination to continue it at all hazards. At the 
ſame time we cannot but obſerve, that the obſtinacy with which they have adhered 
to their deſperate ſyſtem ĩs not more remarkable than their verſatility in the pretexts 
upon which they have juſtified it. At one period the ſtrength, at another the 
weakneſs, of the enemy have been urged as motives for continuing the war; the 
ſucceſſes, as well as the defeats of the allies have contributed only to prolong the 
conteſt ; and hope and deſpair have equally ſerved to involve us ſtill deeper in the 
horrors of war, and to entail upon us an endleſs train of calamities. After the 
original profeſſed objects had been obtained by the expulſion of the French armics 
from the territories of Holland and the Auſtrian Netherlands, we find his majeſty's 

minifters, influenced either by arrogance, or infatuated by ambition and vain hope 


of conqueſts, which, if realized, could never compenſate to the nation for the 
| Yood and treafure by which ity muſt be obtained, rejeAting, unbeatd, the over 
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tutes made by the executive council of France, at a period when the ci cumſtan ces 
were ſo eminently favourable to his majeſty and his allies, that there is every rea- 
ſon to ſuppoſe that a negociation, commenced at ſuch.a. juncture, muſt have ter- 
minated in an honourable and advantageous peace : to the proſpects ariſing from 
ſuch an opportunity they preferred a blind and obſtinate perſeverance in a war 
which could ſcarce have any remaining object Lut the unjuſtifiable purpoſe of im- 
poſing upon France a government diſapproved of by the inhabitants of that country. 
And ſuch was the inſatuation of theſe miniſters, that, far from being able to 
frame a wide and comprehenſive ſyſtem of poli: y, they. even rejected the few ad- 
vantages that belonged to their own unfortunate ſcheme. The general ex ſtence 
of a defign to interpoſe in the internal government of France was too manifeſt not 
to rouſe into active hoſtility the national zeal of that people: but their particolar 
yr jects were too equivocal to attract the confidence, ar procure the co-ope- 
ration of thoſe Frenchmen who were diſſaieQed to the government of their country. 
The nature of theſe plans was too cle ir not to provoke formidable enemies, but 
their extent was too ambignovs to conciliate uſeful friends. 
© We beg leave farther to repreſent ta your majeſty, that at ſubſequent periods 
your miniſters have ſuffered the mot favourable opportunities to eſcape of obt in- 
ing an honourable and advantageous pacifi:ation. They did not avail theme 
ſelves, as it was their duty to have done, of the unbroken ſtrength of the general 
confederacy wich had been formed againſt France, for the purpoſe of giving etfect 
to ovettures for negociation, They ſaw the ſeceſſion of ſeveral powerful ſtates 
trom that confederacy, they ſuſtered it to ditioive without an effort for the attainment 
of general pacificatiun, They laaded their country with the odium of having en- 
gaged it in a combination charged with the moſt queſtionable and unjuſtifiable 
views, Without availing themielves of that combination, for procuring favourable 
conditions of peace, That from this fatal negleR, the progri/is of hoſtilities hag 
only ſerved to eſtabliſh the evils which miglt certainly have been avoided by negaci- 
ation, but which ate now confirmed by the events of thewar. We havefelt that the 
unj uſtiſiable and impracticable efforts to ctablith royalty in France, by force, have 
oaly proved fatal to its unfortunate ſupporters. We have ſcen with regret the ſubju- 
zation of Holland, and the aggrangizement of the French republic, and : Wave 
to lament the alteration in the ſtate of Europe, not only from the ſucceſſes of the 
French, but from the formidable acquifitions of ſome of the allied powers on; the 
ſide of Poland, acquiſitions alarming from their magnitude, but & |! more o from 
tie manner in which they have been made, thus fatally learning that the war has 
tended alone to eſlahliſi the very evils, for the prevention of which it was avoweily 
undertaken. | 
© That we now therefore approach his majeſty to aſſure him, that his faithful 
commons heard, with. the ſincereſt fatisfaction, his majeſty's mot gracious i- 
ſage, of the Sch of December, wherein his majeſty acquaint them, that the cxiſis 
which was dependiog, at the commencement of the preient leluon, had led to ſugb - 
an order of things, as would induce his mayetty to meet any 4:{pohtion to neil 
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ation on the part of the enemy, with an earneſt deſire to give it the fulleſt and 
ſpeedieſt effect, and to conclude a general treaty of peace, whenever it could bs 
effected on juſt and equitable terms, for himſelf and his allies. 

That from this gracious communication, they were led to hope for a ſpecdy 
determination to this moſt diſaſtrous conteſt, but that with ſurpriſe and ſorrow they 
have now reaſon to appachend that three months were ſuftered to elapſe before any 
ſteps were taken towards a negociation, or any ane made by his majefty'; 
fervants. 

44 With equal ſurpriſe and concern they have obſerved, when a fair and e en 
econduQt was fo pecutarly incumbent on his majeſty's miniſters, conſidering the 
prejudices and ſuſpicions which their previous conduct muſt have excited in the 

minds of the French; that inſtead of adopting then open and manlp man. 
ner which became the wiſdom, the character, and the dignity of the Britiſh 
nation, they adopted a mode calculated rather to excite ſuſpicion, than to inſpire 
confidence in the enemy. Every expreſſion which might be conſtrued into an gc- 
knowledgement of the French republic, or even an alluſion to its forms, were 
ſtudiouſly avoided ; and the mĩniſtet, through whom this overture was made, waz, 
in a moſt unprecedented manner, inſtructed to declare, that he had no authority 
to enter into any negociation or diſcuſſion relative to the objects of the propoſed 
treaty, 

That it is with pain we reſlect that the alacrity of his majeſty's miniſters in 
apparently breaking off this incipient negociation, as we'l as the ſtrange and unuſual 
manner in which it was announced to the miniſters of the various powers of Europe» 
affords a very untavourable comment on their reluctance in entering upon it, and is 
calculated to make the moi injurious impreſſion reſpecting their fincerity on the 
people of France. On a review of many inſtances of groſs and flagrant miſconduct, 
proceeding from the ſame pernicious principles, and directed with incorrigible 
obftinacy to the ſame miſchievous ends, we deem ourſelves bound in duty to his 
majeſty, and to our conſtituents, to declare, that we fee no rational hope of re- 
dee ming the affairs of the kingdom but by the adoption of a' ſyſtem radically 
and fundamencally different from that which has produced our preſent calamities. 
Untif his majeſty's miniſters ſhall, from a real convidtion of paſt errors, appear in- 
clined to regulate their conduct upon ſuch a ſyitem, we can neither give any credit 
to the ſincerity of their profeſſions of a wiſh for peace, nor repoſe any confidence 
in their capacity for conducting a negociation to a proſperous iſſue. Odious as they 
are to an enemy, who mutt ſtill believe them ſtrictly to cheriſh thoſe unprincip ed 
and chimerical projets which they have been compelled in public to diſavow, 
contemptible i in the eyes of all Europe from the diſplay of infincerity and incapa- 
city which has marked their conduct, our only ho, ez reſt on his majeſty” s royal 
wiſdom and unqueſtioned affection for his people, that he will be graciouſly pleaſed 
to adopt maxims of policy morc ſuited to toe circumſtances of the times than thoſe 
by which his miniſters appear to have been governed, and to direct his ſervants to 
take meaſures, which, by differing eſſentially as well in their tendency, as in the 
principle upon which they are tounded, from thoſe which have hitherto marked 

their 


* 
May 10, WOODFALL'S. PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 49g 


their conduct, may give this country ſome reaſonable hope, at no very diſtant pe- 
riod, of the eſtabliſhment of peace ſuitable to the intereſts of -Great Britain, and 
likely to preſerve the tranquillity of Europe.” * "Ia 1 15 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, & It is far from being 
my intention, ſir, unneceſſarily to detain the attention of the 
Houſe, by expatiating at any great length on the various 
topics introduced into the very long and elaborate ſp 
which you have now heard pronounced. The right honour- 
able gentleman who delivered it, thought proper to lay conſi- 
derable ſtreſs on the authority of a celebrated orator of anti- 
quity, who, from a retroſpect of paſt errors, eſtabliſhed it as 
2 maxim, that we ſhbuld rectify our conduct for the future; 
and that if their were errois of incapacity only that nad occa- 
ſioned our misfortunes, and not an abſence of zeal, ſtrength, 
and reſources to maintain our cauſe, and ſecure our defence; 
inſtead of ſuch a diſappointment being a cauſe of de {pairs it 
ſhould, on the contaary, invigorate our exertions, and teani- 
mate our hopes. But in a queſtion ſo momentous and inte- 
reſting to the country, as undoubtedly the preſent queſtion 
muſt be; if it can be deemed expedient to run out into a long 
retroſpecti ve view of paſt calamities, ſurely it muſt be far more 
ſo to point out the mode by which their fatal effects may be 
averted, and by proving the origin of the evils complained of, 
to judge of the nature and efficacy of the remedies to be ap- 
plied. Whatever therefore our preſent ſituation may be, it 
certainly.cannot, be wiſe to fix our attention ſolely on hat is 
paſt, but rather to look to what ſtill can and remains to be 
done. This was more naturally the ſubjet that ſhould be 
propoſed to the diſcuſſion of any deliberative aſſembly. 
Whatever might have been the origin of the conteſt in which. 
we are engaged, when all the circumſtances — it were 
duly conſidered, it had the effect of uniting all candid and im- 
partial men, in acknowledging the . undiſputed juſtice of our 
cauſe, and the unjuſt and wanton aggreſſion on the part of 
the enemy. Such having been, and till I preſume to ſay, 
being the more general opinion, prudence then mult tell us o 
diſmiſs all retroſpective views of the ſubject, and to direct the 
whole of our attention to what our actual ſituation requires we. 
ſhould do. The right honourable gentleman muſt have con- 
lumed much time in preparing the retroſpect he bas juſt taken. 
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of our paſt diſaſters; and he has conſumed much of his time 


in detailing it to the Houſe; but inſtead of laviſhing away 
what was A precious on evIls*which, according to him, Ip” 
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ing him, as a friend to his country, and an enlightened mem- 
ber of this Houſe, to attend to what new circumſtances, and 
to trace out the line of conduct which in the preſent Rate of 
things, it would be prudent to purſue. In the cloſe: of his 
Tpeech the right honourable gentleman alluded to his former 
profeffions reſpecting the profecution of the war. According 
to theſe profeſſions, he, and every gentleman who thought 
with him, declared, that ſhould the enemy reject overtures of 
peace, or appear reluctant to enter into negotiation, when 
propoſed, then he, and every man in the eountry would unite 
in adviſing the adoption of the moſt vigorous meaſures; and 
that not only ſuch conduct on the part of the enemy would 
unite every engliſnman in the cauſe, but that while it united 
England, it muſt divide France, who would be indignant 
againſt whatever government or governors ſhould dare to 
treject, what was the fincere wiſh of the majority of its inha- 
bitants. Inſtead therefore of expatiating on the exhauſted 
Rate of the financial reſources of the country, and running 
into an” hiſtorical detail of all our paſt calamities, a ſubject 
which almoſt engtoſſed the right honourable gettleman's 
ſpeech; I muſt beg leave to remind him of thoſe his former pro- 
feſſions, and invite him to make good the pledge he ſo often gave 
to this Houle, and to the country, and not to enflame the arro- 
panee and unjuſt pretenſions of the enemy, by an exaggerated 
ſtatement of our paſt misfortunes, or of our preſent inability 
to retrieve them by a ſpirited and vigorous proſecution of the 
war. His feelings as an Engliſhman, and his duty as a mem- 
ber of parliament, muſt aſſuredly induce the right honourable 
gꝑentleman to exert his abilities in ſuggeſting the moſt effectual 
means of inſuring our ſucceſs in the conteſt, eſpecially fince 
de heard the late arrogant and ambitious profeſſious of the 
enemy. All retroſpective views I therefore. for the preſent 
hoſt regard as uſeleſs, and think it far more wiſe and urgent 
to provide for the ſucceſs of future exections ; not that 1 de- 
uline entering into the retroſpect to which I 14 challengeq, 
+ which-I am ready to do with the indulgence of the Houſe, but 
| becauſe I feel it of more ſerious importance to call your atten- 
tion, not to the retroſpect alone, but rather to the actual ſtate 
of things, which the right honourable gentleman has entirely 
omitted. And, firſt, let me obſerve, that, while I endeavour 
to follow the Tight honourable gentleman through his very 
long detail of facts and events, I ſhall follow him as they beat 
vn a particularconcluſion which he wiſhes to draw from them, 
dut which the country does not call for, and which it will not 
- aatmit. What is the concluſion to which he wiſhes to lead 


us? 
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us? Does it not go to record a confeſſion and retractation of 
our paſt errors? an avowal that, inſtead of a juſt and neceſ- 
ſary war, to which we were compelled by an unprovoked 

reſſion, we are embarked in a conteſt in which we wantonly 
and unjuſtly engaged, while our defence is evidently ſuch as 
our deareſt intereſts call for, and which a regard to juſtice, 
and to every moral principle, legitimates and ſanQtifies ? Can 
then this Houſe adopt a motion, which directly contradicts its 
"recorded opinions, and which tends to force on it new coun- 
cils; or, in other words, to oblige it to reſcind all the reſo- 
jutions it has come to ſince the commencement of the war? 
The right honourable - gentleman has, in rich and glowing 
colouring, depicted our exhauſted refources ; the want of 
vigour in our meaſures, and the inattention of miniſters to 
ſeize on the more favourable opportunities for making peace. 
He alſo aſſumes, that the ſole cauſe of the war, was the reſto- 
ration of monarchy in France; and that this cauſe afterwards 
ſhifted into various other complexions. All theſe charges, 
however, as well as the unjuſtneſs of the war, he eſtabliſhes 
only by preſumption. The right honourable gentleman then 
goes back to 1792, when he ſays the firſt opportunity was 
offered of our procuring peace to Europe, but of which 
miniſters did not avail themſelves. He alſo refers to a ſpeech 
made by me on the opening of the budget of that year, which 
he deſeribes as having been uttered in a tone of great ſatisfac- 
tion, triumph, and exultation. It is true, i that I then 
felt much ſatisfaction in exhibiting to the country the high de- 
7 of proſperity to which it had then reached: not leſs ſatis - 
action, I am ſure, than the honourable gentleman ſeems to 
feel in giving the melancholy picture that his motion has now 
drawn of its preſent reduced fituation ; and I felt the more 
vivid ſatisfaction in viewing that proſperity, as it enabled us 
to prepare for, and enter into a conteſt of a nature her 
unprecedented. Now when that proſperity is over, the hon. 
gentleman dwells on it rather rapturouſly, though it ſeemed 
little to affect him at the time it was —_ But, not only 
are minifters accuſed of having neglected the opportunities of 
making peace, but when they have attempted overtures of that 
nature, they are charged with infincerity, or with holding, forth 
ſomething in the ſhape and make of theſe overtures that 
create ſuſpicions of their ſincerity in the enemy, or provoke 
their diſguſt. What can countenance fuch an accuſation, I 
am ſadly at a loſs to diſcover. For at the periods alluded to, 
every motive of public duty, every conſideration of perſonal 
eaſe, muſt have induced me to exett the deft of my endea- 
Vox. IV. 1796. 38 vours 
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vours to promote a peace, by which alone I cculd be enabled 
to effect the favourite objects I had in view, of redeeming the 
7 debt and the 4 per cents. as alluded to by the honoura- 
le gentleman. No ſtronger proofs could be given of the 
ſincerity of government to promote and enſure peace, than 
was then given by his majelty's miniſters; and if they were 
diſappointed, the fault is not with them; but their conduct 
muſt be underſtood and juſtined by the imperious neceſſity, 
which in 1793 compelled them to refiſt an unprovoked ag. 
greſſion. As to the accuſations urged againſt us of not offer- 
ing our mediation, or even refuſing it when ſolicited, they are 
equally of little weight. Are miniſters to be blamed, for 
what it would be hazardous in them to attempt, and would it 
not be hazardous to propoſe a mediation where both parties 
were not ready to agree? Our erecting ourſclves into arbiters, 
would only expoſe us to difficulties and diſputes, if we were 
determined as we ought to be, to enforce that mediation 
on the parties who refuſed to admit it. What is the great 
uſe which the honourable gentleman ſeems to be ſo eager to 
derive from that peace, if ſo procured ? Is it fit that we ſhould 
go to war in order to prevent the partition of Poland? In 
eneral policy I am ready to confeſs that this partition is un- 
juſt; but it does not go, as is ſaid, to overturn the balance of 
power in Europe, for which the right honourable gentleman, 
as it fuits his argument, expreſſes greater or leſs ſolicitude; 
that country being nearly divided —_ between three great 
powers, it can only contribute to the undue aggrandizement 
of either. When attempts had been made to prevent the par- 
tition of Turkey, they were diſapproved of; although theſe 
attempts had for their objeCt to prevent the partition of Poland, 
Which is now ſo much inveighed againſt. As to the latter 
tranſactions that have occurred between this country and 
France, they are too recent in the memory of the Houſe, to 
require that I ſhould call their attention to them. The re- 
ſolutions to which we have come on this ſubject, are too ſacred 
and too ſolemn, the opinion too ſettled and too deeply formed, 
to be lightly reverſed. We cannot, ſurely, forget the firſt 
cauſe of complaint, allowed to be well founded, and the famous 
decree of the 19th of November, which was an inſult and an 
outrage on all civilized nations. Seditious men, delegated 
from this country, with treaſon in their mouths, and rebellion 


in their hearts, were received, welcomed, and carefled by the 


legiſlature of France, and what was the explanation received 
from M. Chauvelin on theſe ſubjects of complaint? Did it 
amount to any more than that the French would not inter- 
meddle with the form' of government in other countries, unleſs 
it appeared that the majority of the people required it to be 
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changed? And after all their declarations, that they did not 
intend any addition to their conqueſts, did they not perſiſt in 
keeping Belgium, till they forced upon it their new-fangled 
conſtitution, and their boaſted liberty? Their explanations: 
regarding the Scheldt, and their intentions upon Holland, were 
equally unſatisfactory; their ultimatum was, that they. 
would give no further ſatisfaQion ;, and their refuſing a fair ex- 
planation made them the aggreſſors in reality, if not in form. 
Still, however, the channel of negotiation was not cut off by 
this country: as long as the King of France retained a ſhadow 
of power, M. Chauvelin continued to be received in an official 
capacity; and even aſter the cruel cataſtrophe of that unfor · 
tuhate monarch, his majeſty's minifter at the Hague did not 
refuſe to communicate with General Dumourier, when he ex- 
preſſed a wiſh to hold a conference with him relative to ſome. 
propoſals of peace. When all theſe opportunities had been 
offered and neglected, they declared war, and left us no choice, 
in form or in ſubſtance, but reduced us to the neceſſity of 
repelling an unjuſt aggreſſion. In every point of view, they. 
therefore were evidently the aggreſſors, even according to the. 
night honourable gentleman's own principles, and we certaiuly” 
took every precaution that it was either fit or poſſible to do to 
avoid it. 
« cannot help wiſhing to recal the attention of the Houſe. 
to the general concluſion of what I have Rated, for upon that 
reſts all I have to ſay on the firſt part of the right honourable. 
gentleman's e eh If the Houſe had been hurried 
paſſion into the war, if it had been hurried by the falſe opinion 
of others, or by any unjuſt pretenſions of its own, would it, 
he wiſhed to know, go to the enemy to atone for its miſcon- 
duct, and accede to ſuch conditions as the enemy might offer ? 
Could it happen that a war not ordinarily juſt and neceſſary, 
when applied to every moral principle, ſhould in form be ſo 
untrue, that, after three years ſtanding, it ſhould be found all 
illuſion? If the Houſe cannot acknowledge theſe things, 
much leſs can I believe, admitting all the depreciated ſtate- 
ments of our reſources to be true, and founded to ſuch an 
extent as to make us ſubmit almoſt to any humiliation, that 
laſt of all we ſhould ſubmit to the pride and ambition 12 
an enemy, whoſe hypocriſy, injuſtice, tyranny, and oppreſ- 
hon we have ſo repeatedly wit neſſed, reprobated, and de- 
piored ; and yet that was what the nght honourable gentle- 
man propoſed. He propoſed that we ſhould bow down before 
the enemy, with the cord about our necks, when we have 
now felt the ſelf reproach of doing wrong, to renounce and 
11 abjurs 
392 
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abjure our recorded profeſſions, and reeeive a ſentence of con- 
demnation, as ſevere as undeſerved. <Q 42992 08 

The right honourable gentleman's next accuſation again 
miniſters is, that they have been guilty of a radical error, in 
not acknowledging the French republic. It is ſaid this has 
been the bar to all treaty : this has prevented every overture 
in ſubſequent ſituations. I admit that it has ſo happened chat, 
we have never aeknowledged the republic, and admit allo, 
that no application nor overture for peace, on the part of this 
country has been made till lately. I admit, that after the ſiege 
of Valenciennes, I did ſay it was not then adviſeable to make 
conditions, and I admit alſo, that when we ſtruggled under 
diſadvantages, I was equally averſe ; whence the right hon. 
ourable gentieman infers that if you will not treat for peace 
when you are ſucceſsful, nor treat for it when you are untor- 
tunate, there muſt be ſome ſecret cauſe, which induces us to 
believe you are not diſpoſed to treat at all.“ Is it reaſonable, 
aſk, when a juſt hope is entertained of increaſing our advanta- 
ges, to riſk the opportunity which thoſe advantages would ſe- 
cure of making better terms; or, is it reaſonable when we 
experience great and deplorable misfortunes to entertain a juſt 
apprehenſion of obtaining a permanent and honourable peace, 
on fair and permanent conditions? Theſe are the principles 
on which ] have acted, and they were raiſed upon the fair 
grounds of human action. If ſucceſs enough were gained 
to force the enemy to relinquiſh a part of their poſſeſſions, and 
we might not yet hope to be wholly relieved from ſimilar 
dangers, except by a repetition of ſimilar efforts and ſimilar 
ſucceſs, was it inconſiſtent for a lover of his country to puſh 
thoſe efforts further upon the reaſonable expectation of ſecur- 
ing a more permanent and honourable peace ? And, on the 
other hand, when we experienced the ſad reverſe of fortune, 
whea the ſpirit of our allies was broken, our troops diſcomfited, 
our territories wreſted from us, and all our hopes diſconcerted 
and overthrown, did it argue a want of reaſon or a want of 
prudence not to yield to the temporary preſſure ? The ſame 
ſituations to a well tempered mind would always dictate the 
ſame mode of conduct. ; 
In carrying on the war, we have met with misfortunes, 
God knows, ſevere and bitter; excluſive of poſitive acquiſi- 
tions however, have we gained nothing by the change which 
has taken place in France? If we had made peace, as the 
right honourable gentleman ſays we ought to have done, in 
1793, we ſhould have made it before France had loft her trade ; 


before ſhe had exhauſted her capital; before her foreign poſ- 
ſeſſions 


Ms 10. WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 303 


ſeſſions were captured, and her navy deſtroyed. This is m 
anſwer to every part of the right hgnourable genileman's 
ſpeech relative to making peace at thoſe early periods. But a 
diſcuflion is once more introduced as to tte object of the war. 
Miniſters have repeatedly and. diſtinctly, ſtated the object, but 
it is a cuſtom on the other ſide of the Houſe, to take unguarded 
and warm expreſſions of individuals in favour of the war, 


declarations of miniſters. Thus, many things which fell 


from that great man (Mr. Burke) have ſince been ſtated as 


the ſolemn declaration of government ; though it is known 


that, to a certain extent, there is a difference between the 
miniſter and that gentleman upon this ſubject. But then 


it is to be taken as clear, that miniſters are not only anx- 


ious for the reſtoration of monarchy in France, but the old 
monarchy with all its abuſes. That miniſters wiſhed to treat 
with a government in which jacobin principles ſhould not 
prevail, that they wiſhed for a government from which they 
could hope for ſecurity, and that they thought a monarch 
the moſt likely form of government to afford to them th 
advantages, is molt undoubtedly true; but that miniſters 
ever had an idea of continuing the war for the purpoſe of re- 
eſtabliſhing the old government of France, with all its abuſes, 
I foemnly deny. It, for the reaſons I have before ſtated, it 
would not- have been prudent to have made a peace in the 
early ſtage of our conteit, ſurely it would not have been ad- 
viſeable when the enemy were inflated. with ſucceſs. The 
fate of the campaign of 1794 turned againſt us upon, as nar- 
row a point as I believe ever occurred. We were unfortunate 
but the blame did not reſt here that campaign led to the con- 
queſt of Holland, and to the conſternation which immediately 
extended itſelf among the people of Germany and England, — 
What. however, were the conduct of miniſters at that period? 
If they had given way to the alarm, they would have been 
cenſurable indeed; inſtead of doing fo, they immediately ſent 
out expeditions to capture the Dutch ſettlements, which we 
may now either reftore to the ſtadtholder, if he was reſtored, 
or elſe we may retain them ourſelves. If, inſtead of that line 
of conduct, his majeſty's miniſters had then acknowledged the 
French republic, does the right honourable 1 docs 
the Houſe ſuppoſe, that the terms we ſhguid then have ob- 
tained would have been better than thoſe we can now expect ? 
Then, it was aſked, why did not adminiſtration negotiate for 
peace before the confederacy was weakened by the defection 
of Spain and Pruſſia 3 becaule, of courſe, better terms migat 


have been obtained when the allies were all united, a 
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could be expected after they became divided? It undoubt- 
edly would have been a moft advantageous thing, if we 
could have prevailed upon the kings of Spain and Pruſſia to 
have continued the war until the enemy were brought to 


terms, but that not having been the caſe, we at leaſt had the 


advantage of the aſſiſtance of thoſe powers, while they remained 


in the confederacy. Before any blame can attach upon miniſ- 
ters upon this ground, it will be neceffary to ſnew, that, prior 
to the deſection of Pruſſia and Spain, terms were propoſed to 
us, which we rejected. Whether theſe two powers have 
gained much from the peace they have made, is not a 
queſtion very difficult to be anſwered, Whether Spain was 
really in that ſtate that ſhe could not have maintained ano- 
ther campaign, without running the riſk of utter deftruc- 
tion, is a point upon which I do not chooſe to give an 
opinion; but with reſpect to Pruſſia, ſhe certainly enjoys the 
— of peace, but ſhe has all the preparation and expence 
OI War. | 

The right honourable gentleman again adverts to the 
form of government, which, he ſays it was the intention of 
miniſters to eſtabliſh in France, and alludes particularly to the 
affair at Toulon; and from that ſubje& the honourable gen- 
tleman makes a rapid tranfition to the caſe of M. de la Fay- 
ette. With reſpect to what might he the treatment of that 
unfortunate gentleman, the cabinet of Great Britain had no 
ſhare in it, nor did miniſters think themſelves warranted in 
interfering with the allies upon the ſubject. With regard to 
Mr. Lameth, the right honourable gentleman certainly did 
miniſters juſtice, when he ſaid they could feel no antipathy to 
that perſon; and they certainly did feel great reluctance in 
ordering him to quit the kingdom : but as to the motive which 
induced them to take that ſtep, they did not conceive it to be 
a proper ſubject of diſcuflion—the act of parliament had veſted 
diſcretion in the executive government, and they muſt be left 
to the exerciſe of it, * 

« 'The right honourable gentleman has alſo alluded to the 
ſituation of the emigrants, and afferted, that if government 
were of opinion that there was no proſpect of making an attack 
with ſucceſs upon France, it was the heighth of cruelty to 
have employed them; this however was not the caſe, there 
were at different times well grounded expectations of ſucceſs 
againſt that country, and ſurely it cannot be conſidered as 
cruelty to have furniſhed the emigrants with the means of at- 
tempting to regain their properties and their honours. 

The right h f 


e gentleman has alſo thought proper, 
in 
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in his ſpeech, to dwell at conſiderable length on the ſtate of 


the enemy's. finances. He is willing to admit that their 


finances are, as he ſays T have ſtated them to be, in the very 
ulph of bankruptcy, in their laſt agonies. But then the right 
E gentleman, proceeds to aſk me, whether, notwith- 
fanding this financial bankruptcy, they have not proſecuted 
their military operations with increaſed vigour and ſucceſs? 
whether, notwithſtanding theſe their laſt agonies, they may 
not make ſuch dreadful ſtruggles as may bring their adverſaries 
to the grave? I wall not now detain the Houſe by contraſt- 
ing the finances of this country with thoſe of the enemy; I 
will not now dwell. on the impoſſibility of a nation carrying 
on a vigorous war, in which it is annually expending one 
third of its capital; but I will tell the right honourable gen- 
tleman that the derangement of the French armies at the lacter 
end of the laſt campaign, the exhauſted ſtate of their maga- 
zines and ſtores, and their ultimate retreat before the allied 
troops, furniſhes a convincing proof that the rapid decline of 
their finances begins to affect in the greateſt degree their 
military operations. How far their recent ſucceſſes, on the 
fide,pf Italy, deſerves credit to the extent ſtated by the right 
honGurable gentleman, I ſhall not take upon me to — I have 
had no intelligence on the ſubject, and thereſore ſhall offer no 
opinion to the Houſe, 

„The next topic which I have to conſider, is the argu- 
ment drawn from the queſtion of our fincerity in the meſ- 
{age delivered to the French miniſter at Baſle, on the 8th of 
March; and a great variety of obſervations have been ſug» 
geſted and me upon that point. - One inference drawn by 
the right honourable gentleman, ariſes from the circumſtance 
of this meſſage having been communicated four months after 
his Majeſty's ſpeech, aud three months after the declaration 
made to parliament that his majeſty was ready to meet and 
give effect to any diſpoſition maniteſted on the part of the 
enemy for the concluſion of a general peace. In the firſt 
place it muſt be remembered, that neither the ſpeech from 
the throne nor the declaration expreſſed any intention in the 
Britiſh government, to be the firlt in 22: e propoſals for 
opening a negotiation. - Tne fair conſtruction went no farther 
than to invite the enemy to make the firſt advances, if they 
were ſo diſpoſed, and to ſhew that no obſtacle would be oppoſed 
on our part to the capacity of the government they had choſen 
to negotiate terms with this country. Gentlemen, . there- 


fore, have no right to feel in any degree diſappointed at the 


delay of the communication, ſince, iu being the firſt to make 
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any overtures of peace, his majeſty's miniſters went beyond 
any pledge they had given, or any expectation that ought to 
be entertained. 
It has further been objected, that thoſe propoſals muſt be 
inſincere, becauſe it did not appear that on this occaſion we 
had ated in concert with our alles. A ſuthcient anſwer to 
this may be given by the peculiar circumſtances of affairs, the 
lateneſs of the ſeaſon, and thoſe communications being cut 
off, by which we and our allies were before enabled to main- 
tain a ready intercourſe, Had this cergnony heen complied 
with, the delay which it would have occaſioned mutt unavoid- 
ably have been greater than that of which gentlemen think 
themſelves warranted to complain. They are, however, as 
much miſtaken in their facts, as they are in their inferences, tor 
this ſtep was not taken without previous communication with 
our allies, and we acted in concert with them, though they 
were not formally made parties to the propoſal ; a ceremony 
which in my opinion would be wholly ſuperfluous. 
Another proof, it ſhould ſeem, of our inſincerity is, that 
in the meſſage alluded to we did not recognize the republic, 
It is truly generous in the right honourable gentleman, gene- 
rous towards them at leaſt, to find out an objeQion for the 
French which they themſelves did not diſcover. We had the 
anſwer of the directory to our note, and they took not the leaſt 
notice of the republic not having been recognized, If that had 
been a neceflary and indiſpenſible form, without which they 
conſidered themſelves inſulted, their natural conduct would 
have bcen to give no anſwer at all, On this point of recogni- 
tion, however the right honourable gentleman is always ex- 
tremely tender, and has it very much at heart. He holds up 
the example of America to us, as if it was an inſtance that had 
any application to the preſent queſtion. The right honourable 
alſo boldly contends, that if we had paid the French govern» 
ment this mark of reſpect and confidence, it would have in- 
duced them in return to propoſe more moderate terms, I am, 
however, very far from expecting any ſuch effect; for, in fact, 
the government of France never ſeemed to think of it; I do 
not conſider the omiſſion as an act of hoſtility, and they muſt 
be aware, that the propoſal to treat in itſelf implied a recogni - 
tiou, without which it was impoſſible that a treaty ſhould be 
concluded, | : 
To ſhew the conſiſtency of the arguments on this ſubject, 
I ſhall take the liberty of recalling the attention of the Houſe 
ro thoſe antecedent periods, when the gentleman on the op- 
polite {ide of the Houle, in enforcing the French government, 
| e 
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held up to oyr imitation the wiſe and temperate conduct of the 
court of Denmark, which maintained a beneficial neutrality 
with France, and with which the latter ſhewed itſelf capable 
of maintaing the neceſſary relations of amity and peace. It 
is indeed true that. France has in a great meaſure reſpected the 
neutrality of Denmark, and obſerved with it the relations of 
peace, at leaſt, if not of amity. What, however, deſtroys 
the right honourable gentleman's argument at once is, that 
this wiſe, peaceable, ncutra!, and amicable court of Denmark 
had not recognized the French republic till the preſent year. So 
that, in fact, Denmark did not conſider the F rench govern- 
ment as one that it ought to acknowledge, till the form which 
it aſſumed; rendered it in ſome degree equally admiffable in the 
eyes of the other powers of Europe. 

Another argument of inſincetity is, that we did not pro- 
poſe terms to the enemy, while we called upon them for theirs. 
This I conceive to be that which we had no right to do; the 
application did not come from the enemy, it was made on our 
part, and it would have been ridiculous to propoſe any parti- 
cular terms to them till we were previoully informed whether 
they were willing to treat at all. It has alſo been alledged, 
that we muſt have been inſincere, becauſe when we employed 
the miniſter at Baſle to make this application, we did not at 
the ſame time give him the power to negocite. It was ex- 
traordinary indeed that an obſervation of this kind ſhould be 
urged by any perſon who profeſted the {lighteſt acquaintance 
with diplomatic proceedings. I would aſk the right honoura- 
ble gentleman whether it was ever known that the perſon em- 
ployed to ſound the diſpoſition of a belligerent party, was alſo 
conſidered as the proper miniſter for diſcuſſing all the relative 
intereſts, and concluding a treaty ? The Houſe muſt remem- 
ber on former occaſions, when the right honourable gentleman 
was ſo warm in the recommendation of a peace with France, 
whatever might be, its goverment, that apprehenſive of an ad- 
lcrence'to that etiquette, which might prevent us from being 
tte firſt to make overtures, he adviſed us to make recourſe to 
expedients, and ſound the diſpoſition of the enemy, through the 
medium of neutral powers. As ſoon as France adopted a form 
of government, from which an expectation of ſtability was to 
be drawn, his majeſty's miniſters readily waved all etiquette, 
and would not let ſuch forms ſtand in the way of the permanent ” 


— 
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—_— Se. 


P — 


4 object of the peace and tranquility of Europe, and they made 
£ cirect propoſals to the enemy. Had they, however, adopted 
| the expedient propoſed to them, aud employed a neutral power 
! to make their communications, Vs it to be expected that we 
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ſhould appoint that neutra power our minifter plenipotentiar 
to manage our intereſts, as well as thoſe of our allies? The 
Yer through whom the communications were made at 

aſle, is one perfectly qualified from his tale fits, his zeal, and 
his integrity, to conduct any negociation; but whatever may 
be his charaQter, it would be the height of imprudence, or 
rather folly, to entruſt the management of a ncgociation of 
ſuch uncommon moment to the diſcretion of an individual, and 
at ſuch a diſtance, 

«The motives which induced his majeſty's miniſters not to 
employ the ſame miniſter who had made the advances, as the 
negotiator of a peace, are not conhned to what I have hitherto 
ſtated ; it was alſo neceſſary in order to ſhew our allies that 
we did not go beyond the line of that arrangement which was 
concerted with them, and that, true to our engagements, we 
had no ſeparate object, and would not proceed a ſtep without 
their concurrence, We wiſhed -to avoid any thing which 
could excite the ſlighteſt ſuſpicion, that we were diſpoſed to 
a ſeparate negotiation, which was what France would wiſh, 
and what was her uniform aim during the preſent conteſt. 
This was a policy which in ſome inſtances was too ſuccefs- 
ful with ſome of our allies, and which enabled her to enforce 
on them ſucceſſively more harſh and unequal conditions. It 
was with a a view to the ſame open dealing that it was thought 
proper to publiſh to the different courts of Europe the meſſage 
and the anſwer, that the world might judge of the moderation 
of the allizs and the arrogance of the enemy, 

« There was one ground of ſincerity which I believe the 
right honourable gentleman did not ſtate; but which the di- 
rectory reſted. upon principally, in their anſwer, This was 
the propoſal for holding a general congreſs. How this could 
ſupport the charge of inſincerity, I am at a loſs to conceive. 
The Britiſh government pointed out the mode of pacification. 
This the enemy thought proper to decline and to reproach, 
but did not attempt to ſubſtirute any other mode by which the 
object was likely to be obtained. So far from projecting any 
thing wh.ch could even juſtly be an object of ſuſpicion, mi- 
niſters had preferred that of a congreſs, which was the only 
mode in which wars wer? concluded in all cafes wherein allies 
w-re concerned, ever ſinge the peace of Munſter, the two 

Jaſt tres only excepted, 

i bis charge of infincerity was repreſented by the right 
honoutable gentleman as the probable cauſe of the exor- 
bitazit terms demanded by the enemy: They are high in 


their demande, ſays the right honoutable gentleman, * becauſe 
they 
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they know you are not in earneſt; whereas, were they con- 
ſident in your ſincerity, they would be moderate and candid.” 
In my humble apprehenſion, the extravagance of their terms 
leads to an oppoſite concluſion, and proves that the plea of 
inſincerity is with them only a pretence. If they really thought 
his majeſty's miniſters inſincere, their policy would have been 
to make juſt and moderate demands, which, if rejected, would 
exhibit in the face of day, and of the world, that want of 
candour, and that appetite for war, which the right honour- 
able gentleman joins in ſo unjuſtly attributing to us. But 
having, in fact, no diſpoſition tor peace, and led away by falſe 
and aſpiring notions of aggrandizement, the government cf 
France offered us ſuch terms as they knew could not poſſibly 
be complied with. Did they know the ſpirit, temper, and 
character of this country, when they preſumed to make ſuch 
arrogant propofals? Theſe propoſals I will leave to the filent 
ſenſe impreſſed by them in the breaſt of every Engliſhman. 
I am, thank God! addreſſing myſelf to Britons, who are ac- 
quainted with the preſumption of the enemy, and who, con- 
ſcious of their reſources, impelled by their native ſpirit, and 
valuing the national character, will prefer the chances and 
alternatives of war to ſuch unjuſt, unequal, and humiliating 
conditions. 1 

The plea of the French directory, that their conſtitution 
did not permit them to accept of any terms, which ſhould di- 
miniſh the extent of country annexed by conqueſt to the ter- 
ritories of the republic, the right honourable gentleman him- 
ſelf very fairly condemns ; becauſe, if perſevered in, it muſt be - 
an eternal obſtacle to the concluſion of any peace. That the 
intereſts of foreign nations ſhould yield to thoſe laws, which 
another country ſhould think proper to preſcribe to itſelf is a 
fallacy, a maker in politics, that never before Was heard of. 
Whether then military ſucceſſes are likely to enable them to 
preſerve a conſtitution ſo framed, I will not now inquire, but 
of this I am certain, that the fortune of war muſt be tried before 
the nations of Europe will ſubmit to ſuch pretences. 

On a fair examinetion, however, will it appear, that the 
tight honourable gentleman is right ia obſerving, that this 
aegation could be no more than a pretext? If fo, is it not 
lingular that the right honourable gentleman, who ſeems ſo 
ſhocked at this pretext of the law, of the French conſtitutton, 
luould direct none of his cenſure againſt the legiſlators, or go- 
vernment of that nation, but vent all his indignation on the 
Britiſh miniſters, for defercing their propoſals for peace till the 
enemy had formed ſuch a conſtitution as rendered peace im- 

1 practicable ? 
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practicable? I will not now recount all thoſe arguments which 
on former occaſions, I have fo frequently ſubmitted to the 
Houſe, nor the motives which induced me to decline all pro. 
poſals for peace, till ſome form of government was eſtabliſhed, 
which had a chance of being ſtable and permanent. Surely, 
however, it is too great a taſk impoſed upon me to be able to 
forcfee, amongſt the innumerable and varrying conſtitutional 
projects of the French, the preciſe ſyſtem on which they would 
fix at laſt. Much leſs could I foreſee that they would have 
adopted a conſtitution which even the right honourable gen- 
tleman himſelf would be induced to condemn, But, having 
ſo condemned it, he ſhould in juſtice have transferred his cen- 
ſures to thoſe by whom it was framed ; inſtead of which, all 
the thunder of the right honourable gentleman's eloquence is 
ſpent at home, upon the innocent, while the guilty at a dil- 
tance are not diſturbed even by the report, 

« However the ſpirit of this country may be rouſed, and its 
indignation excited, by the exorbitan condition s propoſed to 
it by the enemy, yet even theſe extravagant pretenſions ſhou! 
not induce us to act under the influence of paſſion. I could 
eaſily have anticipated that unanimity of ſentiment with which 
ſuch degrading propufals have been rejected by every man in 
this country, but our reſentment, or our ſcorn, muſt nat for 
a moment ſuffer us to loſe fight of our moderation and our 
temper. \Ve have long been in the habit of waiting for the 
return of reaſon in our deluded enemy, and whenever they 
ſhall deſcend from thoſe aſpiring and inadmiſſible projects 
which they ſeem to have formed, and are proceeding to act 
upon, we ſhall till be ready to treat with them upon fair and 
honourable terms. We are particularly intereſted in urging 
them to the acceptance of ſuch a conſtitution as may be beſt 
ſuited to their character and ſituation, but we muſt take care 
that their conſtitution ſha!l not operate injuriouſly to ourſelves. 
We do not ſhut the door againſt negotiation whenever it can 
be fairly entered upon, but the enemy, ſo far from meeting us, 
ſay plainly, they cannot liſten to any terms, but ſuch as in ho- 
nour we cannot accept, 

„ The terms of peace which the right honourable gentle- 
man pointed at, and which, after all, he conſiders as very Ci!- 
advantageous, are that the French may retain their conqueſts 
in Europe, and. that we ſhould keep our acquiſitions in the co- 
lonies. What however is the propoſal of the directory? No 
leſs than this: that every thing ſhould be reſtored to them, 
and they in return are to give up nothing. It is alſo urged 
by the honourable gentleman, that we were to blame in ſo 
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abruptly breaking off the negociatian, and communicating 
the reſult to the world, together with the obſervations made 
upon it, To t1is I will anſwer, that the terms propoſed by 
the enemy cut (hort all further treaty ; and as to the commu- 
nicatiom of the reſult, it will have, at leaſt, the important 
conſequence of dividing the opinions of France, and uniting 
thoſe of England.“ 

Mr. AA. Rabinſon ſaid, that to much contained in the mo- 
tion of a 717ht honourable member, (Mr. Fox) he could un- 
doubtedly iubſcribe, agreeing with him in every thing that re- 
lated to the miſconduct of the war on the part of goverameat, 
but having acquieſced in the juſtice of its commencement, an 
opinion he tound on reflection no reaſon to.depart from, and 
deriving from the ſpirit manifeſted in the late communications of 
the French directory with this country little hope of its being 


determined under its preſent circumſtances, in a manner con- 


ſiſtent with the honour and ſecurity of the Britiſh nation; he 
held himſelt obliged to vote with the miniſter on the queſtion 
of that night. Io render the enemy, however, inexcuſable, 
he aſlerted this country had a right to exact from the miniſter 
the withdrawing the embaſly he had ſent to the head of the 
houſe of Bourbon, a meaſure which could be conſtrued no 
otherwiſe than as implying inſincerity in his proceedings with 
the republic of France ; and though by no means indifferent 
to the diftreſi-s of a family once eminently illuſtrious and un- 
fortunate in proportion to the great reverſe of circumſtances 
they had recentiy experienced, Mr. Robinſon ſaid, he was 
unable to conc*ive the propriety of employing a noble lord 
whoſe talents were rendered uſeleſs to his country by the 
mockery of this appointment, in expeditions wild and extra- 
vagant as that of his preſent negociation and the embaſſy 
which had preceded it to China. He hoped the miniſter 
would neglect no means of procuring a peace to this country, 
but ſuch a peace as might be eſteemed honourable and ſatis- 
factory, and conſequently productive of permanent effect; to 
terms of inſufficiency and degradation, he truſted any man who 
aſſerted his right to the name of Engliſhman would be found 
«capable of giving his aſſent. He had been induced to trouble 
the Houſe at that late hour of the night, he had intruded 
himſelf upon it that by the explanation of the vote he intended 
to give, that he might be enabled to aſcertain that conſiſtency of 
character which ought to be the reſult of the conduct of every 
conſtituent member of that aſſembly. 

Mr. Vox ſaid, that though he felt it ſomewhat unreaſonable 
to treſpaſs once more upon the patience of the Houle, by claim- 
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ing the uſual privilege of reply; yet, at this period of the ſet. 
ſion and of the parliament, he was ſo anxious to have his (en. 
timents fairly underſtood, that he would avail himſelf of an 


indulgence which he would not otherwiſe have required, and 


make a few obſervations upon the ſpeech of the right honour. 
able gentleman. At the beginning of his ſpeech the right ho- 
nourable gentleman ſeemed to dwell, - with ſome degree of 
triumph, upon an imputed inconſiſtency which he affected to 
diſcover in his arguments on a former occaſion, when Turkey 
was endangered by the Empreſs of Ruſſia, and the recent di- 
memberment of Poland. Was the infamous partition of Po- 
land in any reſpect to be compared with the circumſtances of 
Turkey at the moment alluded to? The Turks, after un. 
provoked aggreſſion, were humbled by the power of the Em- 
preſs, and he had at the time reprobated the idea of the arro- 
gant interference of this country to prevent her {rom obtaining 
that indemnification to which ſhe was entitled. He had faid, 
that if theconcurrence of France, in a ſituation to act with effect, 
could have been obtained, he would have adviſed our interpo- 
ſition to prevent that horrible injuſtice, that infamous partition 
of Poland; a meaſure which would have been juſtified by a 
due regard to the balance of Europe. The right honourable 
gentleman however teemed to conſider the balance of power as 
veiy little affectec, becauſe the diviſion which touk piace 
among the three different fates concerned in the tranſaction 
was ſo equal as to preſerve that relation of ſtrength which they 
mutually held to one another. This argument, upon its own 
principle, could only be good if the diviſion had been ſo exact as 
to preſerve the proportion, not in any three, but in all the flates 
of Europe, by aſſigning a correſpondent ſhare to each. But 
when a miniſter went ſo far as to overlook the injuſtice of a 
few great nations ſwallowing up the poſſe ions and deftroying 
the independence of the little ſurrounding ſtates, and ſanc- 
tioning that robbery which kings might find it to ſo caſy to 
practice, merely becauſe the plunder was equally divided 
amongſt the guilty, there was an end at once to the bajance 
of Europe. But what was the injuſtice and the infamy of this 
partition, how dangerous to the balance of Europe, when 
the population of Poland was equal to that of this country, 
and its natural wealth and reſources great and important | 
It was, indeed, a terrible principle that was advanced by the 
right honourable gentleman, that no matter for this injuſtice, 
the balance of power remains the ſame, as thoſe ſtates who 
have divided the plunder, have maintained in this acceſſion 
the proportion of {irength they held to one another. Wi 
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With regard to what had been called his ſpecial pleading on 
the ſubject of the communications between the French govern- 
ment and certain ſocieties in this country, he would ſtill afk 
how it was poſſible for us, without acknowledging the French 

public then eſtabliſhed, to found any proceedings upon thoſe 
communications, or to conceive any offence without referring 
it to the government, and ſtating it as a ground of diſſatisfac- 
tion ? It was certainly true that he did confider the miniſter in 
1792, as ſincere in his wilh for the continuance of peace, on 
which the honourable gentleman had faid that this confeſſion 
ſupported the preſumption that miniſters had not gone to war 
precipitately. What he meant to ſhew, however, was, that 
the general effects of the revolution in France were not the 
cauſe of the war, for at the time when miniſters expreſſed 
pacific intentions aud hopes, many of the events ſince repro- 
bated and inſiſted upon had taken place, and he wiſhed to 
confine the real cauſes to the three points which he had men- 
tioned, The honourable gentleman faid that at the beginning 
of the war the ſucceſs was ſuch as to juſtify the hopes they 
entertained. This was preciſely what he had intended to il- 
luſtrate, that, whether good or bad ſucceſs occurred, the ar- 
gument for the continuance of the war derived equal ſup- 
port with miniſters from either event. In the end of 179, it 
was faid, that any propoſals for negotiation would have been 
humiliating, and would have produced an offer of terms, 
which it would have been diſgraceful] to accept. Did 
the honourable gentleman recollect the language he held, and 
even announced from the throne, with regard to the events of 
1793, when he ſaid that the campaign had been as brilliant as 
could have been expected, and equal to the ſucceſles of the 
moſt glorious campaigns of the war of 1763. The ſupport 
of monarchy in France was juſtihed ſubſtantively, and as a 
means of promoting the ſecurity of this country. On the 
firtt point he preſumed to differ, and he conſidered the ſupport 
held out by this country to monarchy in France as one of the 
cauſes of that union which had prevailed among the French. 
With regatd to ſecurity, it was a vague, indefinite object, nor 
was it eaſy to know to what it related. He underſtood that 
at the commencement of the war, not the eſtabliſhment of 
monarchy, nothing but atonement and ſatisfaction were the 
topics inſiſted upon, and it could only be from the exiſting 
government that this ſatisfaction could be obtained, and a 
government recognized. With regard to MI. de Fayette he 
was ſorry that when the honourable gen leman found himſelf 
obliged fo guca to intettere in continental affairs, that on an 
cation like this he pollziied io little influence z what, how- 

ever, 
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ever, could he ſay for the treatment experienced by M. 
Alexander Lameth in this country ? "The honourable gentle. 
man faid that whatever might have been the conduct of mini- 
fters, that Houſe was not the place where he was to give an 
explanation. He had execrated the Bill (the Alien Bill) under 
which miniſters had ated, on its firſt introduction, and had 
foretold the abuſes that would be committed, which he ww 
found to be realized. It was then ſaid that the Bill inferred a 
reſponſibility on miniſters for their conduct under it; if ſo, 
miniſters had incurred reſponſibility, and this was the proper 
place to enquire into the ſubject. He aſked them, for what 
reaſon Mr. Alexander Lameth was ſent away? That yentle. 
man had been a conſtitutionaliſt, many of whom were em- 
ployed by us, and thoſe alone were treated with harſhneſs who 
would not draw their ſwords againſt their hereditary enemy, 
If there was any man deſerving particular reſpect and atten- 
tion, it was the man who had been the zealous allertor of 
limited monarchy, thrown unjuſtly into a Pruſſian dungeon, 
and his health greatly impaired; and yet he was marked out to 
Europe as the ſevereſt victim of our perſecutions, and as an 
example to thoſe who ſhould refuſe to fight againſt their coun- 
try. It was ſaid that the effect of the motion was humiliating, 
but for whom ? Not for the country, which he wiſhed to ſepa- 
rate from miniſters as much as poſſible, but tor miniſters alone. 
But it was ſaid, that it was the operation of parliament too 
ſanctioned by repeated votes. Did the honourable gentleman 
recollect in 1782, when the American war drew near a con- 
eluſion, that it had been ſanctioned by repeated votes, and ſup- 
ported by great majorities, In the courſe of reading that 
moraing, he found in the works of his deceaſed friend, Mr. 
Gibbon, an obſervation that during that war the ſenſe of the 
pes ple without doors, which had originally been favourable to 
it, began to turn, yet the Houſe of Commons followed the 
change of public opinion, haud paſſibus æquis, a remark hil- 
torical with regard to the paſt, which might have been pro- 
phetic with regard to the preſent. By ſubmitting his preſent 
propoſitions, he wiihed to give the people of this country an 
opportunity of reſcuing their character from any ſhare in the 
guilt v-hich miniſters had incurred. 

The honourable gentleman ſaid too, that from the late be- 
ginning of the campaign of 1795, and from the ſucceſs of the 
Allies at the concluſion of the campaign, the derangement and 
rapid decline of their firances might be conjectured ; if the 
honour ble gentleman, however, reaſoned trom cauſe to effect, 
night not ne then 1calon from effect to cauſe, and from the 
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aſtoniſhing vigour and ſucceſs with which the French had 


commenced the preſent campaign, conclude that their finances 
either had not been deranged in the degree alledged, or were 
now re-eſtabliſhed ? It was ſaid that no authentic accounts 
were received of theſe ſucceſſes; he nevertherleſs believed 
little doubt could be entertained of their truth. It was little 
doubtful that the French had an army of 70,000 men in Italy, 
and he was perſuaded that when the German accounts, on 
which the honourable gentleman relied ſo much, arrived, the 
army of the French would be ſtated as much larger. It was 
urged that formerly it had been contended by oppoſition, that 
the making of propoſals not accepted, would divide the French, 
and unite the people of this country. But ſurely it was un- 
derſtood, when this obſervation was made, that propoſals were 
to be made in ſuch a way as to have a fair chance of ſucceſs. 
As to what the e gentleman ſaid of Mr. Wickham's 
propoſals, he had made the beſt defence of the conduct of 
the French; was it to be expected that any attention would 
be paid to a man who had no authority from the allies with 
whom we were connected, nor had any authority to make ſpe- 
cific propoſals, or would the honourable gentleman have cauſed 
the correſpondence with Mr. Wickham, which was of a pri- 
vate nature, to be publiſhed, or would he have publiſhed any 
private communications that might have been made, had he 
been ſerious in his deſire of pacification ? With regard to the 
making of terms, he would deny, perhaps, that it was as well 
not, but certainly ſome attention ſhould have been paid to the 
prejudices of the French. If the honourable gentleman re- 
probated the conduct of France, in not coming forward with 
propoſals, why did he not avoid the conduct which he conſi- 
dered preſumptuous in them? There might be reaſons of 
policy which determined the French to adhere in appearance to 
the principle of annexation of the conquered provinces, as 
there the war was to be carried on, and it might be prudent to 
conſult their inclinations, This he thought probable, he ſtated 
it, however, only from conjecture. He certainty conſidered 
the recognition of the French Republic as of the laſt impor- 
tance, and much more neceſſary as a preliminary than the 
conditional recognition of America, during laſt war. Though 
the French, e by almoſt all Europe, and tri- 
umphant in their military career, might not condeſcend to 
complain, they would ſtill feel the refuſal, and reſent the indig- 
nity. If the French had talked of the Britiſh nation, with - 
out any notice of his majeſty, or the government, would not 
the honourable gentleman _ dwelt on this proof of their 
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inſincerity in their deſire of peace? Since the French had 
beſtowed upon the yariqus republics of Genoa, Venice, 
Berne, &c. their titles of magnific Doge, they had been upon 
better terms with theſe ſtates. The French therefore felt 
from his conduct, that the miniſter diſcovered no ſerious in- 
clination for peace, Much as he diſliked the ſyſtem of annex- 
ation which the French profeſſed, ſtill he thought that a fair 
chance had not been given to any propoſals for negotiation, 
He wiſhed the Houſe to come to ſome reſolution which would 
bring into action a different ſyſtem of meaſures. Of the 
finances he had ſaid little. He reprobated the practice of com- 
paring the ſtate of our finances with the adverſity of the 
2 and thereby deriving arguments for perſeverance. He 
was ſenſible that our reſources were great ; and he was hap 
to conſider them in that light, but the efforts which the French 
had made, ſhould convince us that their reſources were not 
exhauſted, | 
The Houſe then divided on the motion, 


Ayes, = - — 42 
Meer, — - 216 
Mapority 174 

Adjourned, | 


The following is a Correft Li of the Members who voted for 
r. Fox's motion, on Tueſday, May 10. for a compleat change 
of that ſyſtem which has of late been adepted by his Majeſty's 


niſters, 


William Lee Antonie, Eſq. Great Marlow, 
Sir John Aubrey, Bart. Clitheroe, 
Hon. Edward Bouverie, Northampton. 
Joſeph Randyll Burch, Eſq. Thetford, 
George Byng, Eſq. | Middleſex county; 
William Colhoun, Eſq. | Bedford. | 
John Courtenay, Eſq. Tamworth. 
John Crewe, Eſq. Cheire county. 
Right Hon. R. Fitzpatrick, Taviſtock, 
Sir Henry Fletcher, Bart. Cumberland county. 
Hon. Edward Foley, Worceſterſhire county. 
Right Hon. Charles James Fox, . Weſtminſter. 
Philip Francis, Eſq. . ; | a Blechingly. 
Charles Grey, Eſq. Northumberland county, 
James Hare, Eſq, Knareſborough. 
John Harriſon, Eſq. , Great Grimſby, 


2 EC G.oucefter, 
denry Howard, Eſq, d William 
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Wänam Huſſey, Eſq, New Sarum. | 
Joſeph Jekyll, Eſq, Calne. 

]ervoiſe Clerke Jervoiſe, Eſq, Yarmouth, 

Thomas Kemp, Eſq. Lewes. ”_ 
Edmund Lechmere, jun. Eſq, Worceſter. 

Samuel Long, Eſq» Icheſſer. 

General Macleod, Inverneſsſhire, 
Patrick Miller, jun. Dumfries. 

Sir William M. Milner, Yotk. 

Dudley North, Efq. Great Grimſby, 
William Plumer, Eſq, Hertfordſhire county. 
Hon. John Rawdon, Appleby. ; 
Right Hon. Lord John Ruſſel, Taviſtock. 

Right Hon, Lord Williata Ruſſel, « Surrgy county. 

Hon. S. Andrew St. John, Lealeanne county. 
Richard Brinſley Sheridan, Eſq, Stafford. 

William Smith, Eſq» Camelford. 

Right Hon. Lord Robert Spencer, Warcham. 

Charles Sturt, Eſq. Bridport. 

Michael Angelo Taylor, Eſq. Poole, 

Rig:t Hon. Lord John Townſhend, Knareſborough. 
Robert Vyner, junior, Eſq. Lincolnfhire county. 
Charles Callis Weſtern, Eſq, Maldon, 

John Wharton, Eſq. Beverly. 

Rejer Wilbraham, Eſq. Bodmyn, 

Henry Penruddock Wyndham, Eſq. Wiltſhire county. 

| TnL Links, 
Ceneral Tarleton, Liverpool, 
Samuel Whitbread, junior, Eſq« Bedford. 
WERE WITT 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
WeEDNnesDaY, May 11, 
The Bill to prevent the unlawful combination of journey- 
men paper manufacturers was read a third time and palled. 
Chriſtie's divorce, Falck's naturalization, and Aliens Bills, 
were read a third time and paſſed. | 
| MESH LA K-41 4 7 
COMMITTEE ON THE CORN TRADE. | 
The Houſe reſolved itſelf into. a Committee of the whole 
Houſe to conſider of the high price of corn. 12163 
| Mr, Lechmere roſe to make bis promiſed motion for the re. 
= lief of the induſtrious poor. He contended that the high price 
cc proviſions was in ri of conſolidating a number of 
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ſmall farms into one, aſſiſted by the practice that prevailed 
among jobbers, foreſtallers, and regraters. After recapitulat- 
ing many of his former obſervations on the ſame ſubject, he 
moved, That it be an inſtruction to the chairman of the 
committee, to move the Houſe for leave to bring in a Bill to 
c enforce the bringing of corn to public markets, and to pre- 
e vent the exhibiting of adulterated flour to ſale. 

Mr. Francis ſeconded the motion, and ſaid that he was eager 
and deſirous to take this and every opportunity to ſupport the 
views and declare his entire concurrence in the principles and 
objects profeſſed by his honourable friend, though he was very 
much afraid that the Rate of public buſineſs, and the lateneſs 
of the ſeaſon, would make it impoſſible for his honourable friend 
to ſucceed in his intentions in the courſe of the preſent ſeſſion. 
Mr. Francis bore witneſs to his zeal, though it had been per- 
petually defeatcd by accidents and impediments, which had put 
it out of his power to bring forward his motion at an earlier 
day. No man,” faid Mr. Francis, “ could have taken more 
pains to collect information on the ſuhject, nor do I believe that 
any member of this Houſe is better acquainted with it than he 
is, I cannot pretend to the fame knowledge, but I have 
25 much zeal, eſpecially in the cauſe of the poor ; and he may 
be aſſured. that although he may be defeated now, he will al- 
ways find me ready to ſupport his benevolent views in another 
ſeſſion, if ] ſhould happen to have a ſeat in another parliament, 
T here are two advantages, however, which I have mentioned 
on other occaſions, more than once, and which might be effect- 
ed without any legiſlative interference of the Houſe. 1 mean, 
by the influence and example of individuals ; if, when they re- 
turn into their ſeveral countres, they would give encouragement 
to the meaſure, and promote it, as I have done to the utmoſt 
of my power, at their own expence; I mean by providing 
every labouring man in every pariſh with the means of grind- 
ing his own corn. I have had a great number of models made 
of the hand- mills uſed in India, and diſtributed them as far as [ 
had an opportunity. They are very ſimple in their conſtruc- 
tion, and might be eaſily improved by perſons who have more 
{kill in theſe matters than I have. What I wiſh is, that gentle- 
men who are deſirous of ferving the induſtrious poor, would give 
theſe hand- mills to fuch as are willing to make uſe of them. — 
Many of us have ſubſcribed ten or twenty pounds in our pariſhes 
for the relief of the poor. The expence of providing hand- 
mills would not be ſo conſiderable, and I am convinced it would 
be much more effectual. Not only the whole profit of the mil- 
ler, lawful and unlawful, would be ſaved to poor people, yy 
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we all know is a very conſiderable object, eſpecially to 
thoſe who have nothing to ſpare, but all of us would have 
the great advantage of knowing with certainty, the mate- 
rials of which our bread was made. I, for one, will aſſu- 
redly g 
and wilo all I can to recommend the meaſure among my 
neighbours. 

The next thing to be done is to provide a pariſh oven to bake 
generally for the poor; or if that be attended with difficulty, 
at leaſt to oblige bakers to bake loaves at a fixed price, as they 
do pies and paſtry. Theſe two meaſures, fully carried into 
execution, I am perfectly ſure, would give a relief to the induſ- 
trious poor, far beyond what any gentleman who has not at- 
tended to the ſubject, would at firſt tight think poſſible. There 


are other improvements which might be eaſily made by excit- 


ing the ſkill of ingenious perfons, and rewarding them for their 
trouble, "Theſe 7 ſhall ſuggeſt ſhortly in the words of a friend 
of mine, who, I believe, is as great a maſter of the ſubject as 
any man in the kingdom. 

« The moſt effectual way of ſerving the public will be to 


give a handſome bounty to the man, who, in a given time, 


« brings forth to public view the beſt wheat mill, acting on the 
« cheapeſt and ſimpleſt conſtruction, to be worked by man or 
ce boy with the leaſt labour, and to be made with ſtones of at 
< leaſt two feet diameter, (thoſe made of iron do not anſwer 
« for wheat, and are much too tedious in their operation.) 
« To give a ſmall bounty for the three following improve- 
« ments : Firſt, to him who ſhall diſcover the beſt method 
« of preſerving yeaſt the longeſt, not leſs than fix months, 
*ſo as to remain perfectly ſweet and proper for baking. 
« Secondly, to him who ſhall diſcorer the beſt ſubſtitute 
« for yeaſt, the ſame being adjudged to be perfectly whole- 
« ſome, and effeQual to its purpoſe. Thirdly, to him who 
« diſcovers, ſimplifies, and makes perfectly intelligible to the 
© meaneſt capacity, the true French method of making 
©* bread with leaven. By theſe means, if you chooſe to make 
© 2 motion to the purpoſe, you will have the bleflings of 
the country and poor; fince, if your bounties have effect, 
* which I am fure they will, the millers trade will be in 
n great meaſure knocked up, and the bread be good and 
« wholeſome, and at two-thirds of its price, while the far- 
* mer's honeſt profit will be the ſame,” 

Mr. Francis concluded with ſaying, that, if meaſures of this 
kind were heartily adopted and ſteadily purſued, the certain 
conſequence would be, not only that the poor would be bettet 
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for myſelf, as ſoon as I can get into the country, 
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ſed, and at a cheaper rate, but that all ranks of people would be 
provided with nouriſhment in this eſſential article, inhnitely 
more wholeſome and palatable than they ate at prefent.— 
Whether in or out of parliament, he was determined to pro- 
mote theſe uſcful and truly hamane objects to the ut of lis 
ability. | 

Mr. Martin faid, he thought the Houſe indebted to the ho- 


nourable gentleman for his indefatigable exertions in behalf of 


the poor. He was afraid the period of the ſeſſion was too far 
advanced to make the preſent motion likely to ſucceed. He 
hoped, however, that many beneficial regulations would be 
adopted in the enſuing ſeſſion; at the ſame time, he begged 
not ts be underſtood as pledged to ſupport any ſpecific pro- 
"ay | 

Mr. Buxton declared he did not conſider the Bill a fufficient 
remedy for the grievance. of which the honourable gentle. 
man complained. One part of the honourable member's 
propoſition was ſuperfluous, as it was impoſſible to fell corn 
at all, except by ſample. The ſeſſion however was ſo far 
advanced, and the buſineſs was of ſo much importance, he 
would move, That the chairman do now leave the 
a . 


The Honfe divided, 

Heer, 4 - - 34 
Noes, — - — - 10 

Mijority 9 

LIST OF THE MINORITY IN FAVOUR OF MR. LECHMERE'S 
MOTION, | 
Mr. Francis Mr. J. > of Stanley 
Mr. Lygon General Smith 
Mr. Foley General Tarleton 
Mr. Jekyll Sir Richard Hill 
Lord Willlam Ruſſel Sir William Dolen, 
Mr. Lechmere, Teller, 
WINE TAXs 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer brought up a clauſe, that all 
wines paying duty, and imported into Great-Britain, after 
the 17th day of April Jaſt, up to the firſt day of Auguſt, 
ſhould pay the ſame by inſtalments, which he moved ſhould 
be added to the Bill as a rider; which was agreed to, The 


report was ordered to be received the next day. 
$ D0G 
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DOG TAX. 


On the queſtion being put for the commitment of the Bill 
for impoſing a duty on dogs. 

Lord Sheffield ſtated, that the number of dogs were rather a 
diſadvantage than a uſe to the lower orders, he therefore wiſhed 
all the dogs, which were of no actual advantage, to be kitted, 
and the tax to extend to unaſſeſſed as well as aſſeſſed houſes ; 
and moved, That it be an inſtruction to the committee to 
«© receive a clauſe to that effect.“ | 

The Speaker informed his lordſhip, that ſuch a clauſe would 
militate againſt the principle of the reſolution of the committee 
of ways and means, on which the Bill was brought in and the 
committee could not regularly admit it: his lordſhip muſt 
therefore make a ſeparate motion on (ome other occaſion for 
the admiſſion of the clauſe 

The Chancelbr of the Exchequer faid, the committee of ways 
and means being cloſed, he conceived the clauſe could not be 
received at all; the Speaker confirmed this. 

Mr. Dent ſpoke againſt the principle of the Bill, as it ap- 
plied to purpoſes contrary to his intention; he did not oppoſe 
going into the committee, but hoped ſome uſeful amendments 
would be made in order to make it operate as a beneficial cegu- 
lation, 

Sir R. Sutton argued for the Bill. 

The Houſe then reſolved itſelf into a committee, 

Mr. Lechemere ſaid he wiſhed to call the attention of the 
committee to ladies lap-dogs. He knew a lady who had fix- 
teen lap-dogs, and who allowed them a roaſted ſhoulder of veal 
a-day for dinner, while many poor perſons were ſtarving. 
Was it not therefore right to tax lap-dogs very high? He 
knew a lady who kept one favourite dog, when well, on Savo 
biſcuits, ſoaked in burgundy ; and when ailing (by the advice 
of a doctor) on minced chicken and ſweetbreads. He then 
r that every gentleman who kept a pack of kennelled 

ounds, ſhould pay twenty guineas tax for them; and if un- 
kennelled, thirty guineas. Being informed that he was irre- 
gular in propoſing this clauſe, he withdrew it. 

It was then reſolved, and agreed to by the committee, that 
the tax ſhould take place on the 5th of July 1796. 

Mc. Buxton propoſed a clauſe (which was agreed to,) that 

entlemen "_ ept hounds might compound with the revenue 
aying 20l. 
he Houſe being reſumed, the report was ordered for next 
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SLAVE CARRYING BILL. 
The Houſe being reſolved into a committee on the ſlaye. 
carrying Bill, | 
Mr. Wilberforce ſaid he abandoned his idea of limiting the 
number of ſhips, but merely meant to limit the number of 


flaves in proportion to the tonnage, | 

General Tarleton and Sir Willie Young ſpoke againſt the 
Bill; and Sir Milliam Dolben and Mr. V. Smith for it. After 
a converſation between ſeveral members, Clone! Stanley moved 
that the chairman report progreſs, upon which the-members 
being counted, and only thirty-ſix preſent, the committee was 
of courſe adjourned, | | 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
THruRsDaY, May 12, 


Chriſtie's divorce Bill, the Bill for granting coſts in mi. 
demeanours, the Bill for the encouragement of the manu- 
ſacturing of ſail-cloth, the Bill for allowing drawbacks on 
ſugar, and the Bill for granting allowances to fubalterns in 
the militia and their families, were read a third time and 


paſſed. 
QUAKERS, 


The Houſe reſolved on the re- commitment of the Bill for 
the relief of the people called Quakers. 
Mr. Serjeant Adair, ſtated to the committee, that in conſe- 
uence of the objections urged on a former day againſt the 
Bill, it was found convenient to make alterations in ſome of 
the clauſes which had been agreed to in the former com- 
mittee, and alſo in the other proviſions of the Bill. If gentle- 
men ſtill thought that alterations ſhould be made, it might 
be done in the other ſtages, as he wiſhed to preſs the Bill 
forward, fearing it ſhould be loſt by delay from the lateneſs of 
the ſeſſion. | 
Several reſolutions were then made and agreed to. The 
Houſe being refumed, the report was ordered for the next 


The Mater of the Rolls ſaid, he thought that ſomething 
ought to be done in relief of the people called quakers : he did 
not however wiſh that privilege to be extended to them which 
his majeſty's other ſubjects did not enjoy. This he was aware 
the Bill did ; he, in conſequence, hoped that the report would 
be well conſidered. | be : 

| 5 r. 


n 
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Mr. Serjeant Adair, and Mr. V. Smith contended that the 
Bill extended no ſuch privileges to quakers. 


SARDINIAN SUBSIDY. 


Mr. Jekyll ſtated, that he could not acquit himſelf of having 
regularly performed his duty to his conſtituents at a time when 
the Houſe was almoſt at the cloſe of its parliamentary exiſt- 
ence, if he did not preſs an anſwer upon one very material 
and important queſtion before that interval expired. The 
Houſe muſt have heard of a variety of reports of the ſucceſſes 
of the French armies in Italy, reports which were ſo connected 
in their general ſtatements as to be tantamount to confirma- 
tion, By theſe reports it was pretty generally underſtood, 
that the French armies had almoſt puſhed their ſucceſſes to the 
capital of Sardinia, that the king of Sardinia was ſuing for 
peace, and placing two of his ſtrongeſt fortreſſes in their 
hands, which were conſidered to be the key of his dominions, 


as a ſecurity for his engagement. In conſequence of 


theſe reports he begged leave to aſk the right honourable 
geatleman oppoſite, whether he intended to remit the 200,000]. 
lately voted by parliament to his majeſty to fulfil his engage- 
ments with the king of Sardinia in the form of a ſubſidy? He 
delired to be underſtood, that he did not ſtate this queſtion in- 
vidiouſly, but for general ſatisfaction. He pitied the misfor- 
tunes of the king of Sardinia, and lamented that he ſhould 
have incurred them by that deſperate and dangerous alliance in 
which he had embarked. He feared that he was now trem- 
bling in his capital for his dominions, and therefore feorned to 
triumph over his diſtreſſes, but he thought it would be idle to 
call that a ſubſidy, of which co-operation was not the fruit. 
if the money voted by parliament was to be granted as an 
eleemoſynary gift, let the Houſe of Commons know ſo? and 
let the people who have been drained out of ſuch immenſe ſums 
ior foreign prince”, whe have, one by one, deſerted them, be 
told in what manner this alſo was to be applied, - 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer replied, that as to the exact 
lituation of the king of Sardinia, he did not know officially 
what it might be, but he believed by the fortune of war, he 
might be reduced to a very critical ſituation. The honourable 
and learned gentleman, however, could not ſuppoſe that what- 
ever might be the final ſtate of events, this ſubſidy would be 
continued. I hat it would ceaſe immediately after the ſeceſſion 
of that ſovereign, was, he conceived, ſuch a ſelf-evident pro- 
polition as to need no comment, 


Vor. IV. 1796, 3X Mr, 
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Mr. Jekyll then aſked, whether the ſubſidy would be kept 
back until theſe reports were authenticated ? | 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer made no reply, but moved 
the order of the day. | 


SUCCESSION TO REAL ESTATES, 


On the motion for the third reading of the Bill for granting 
2 duty on the collateral ſucceſſion of real eſtates, 

Mr. Francis ſaid —** Mr. Speaker, I ſhould, indeed, be ſorry 
that this pernicious Bill ſhould finiſh its progreſs through the 
Houſe, without my having had an opportunity of expreſſing my 
opinion of it more explicitly and diſtinctly, than by a filent 
vote. I do not mean to enter into any obſervations on the 
particular proviſions of the Bill. The objections to it in de- 
tail on the ſcore of injuſtice, hardſhip, and impracticability, 1 
believe are endleſs. I hope they are inſurmountable. Let the 
Bill paſs as it is, with all its vices and all its abſurdities. The 
more it is loaded with them the better. For that, I fear, is 


the only chance we have, of ever ſeeing it repealed. My ob- 


jections are on principle, and fundamental. They are the 
reſult of the moſt careful attention and conſideration, which! 
am capable of giving to any ſubjet. I do not believe that it 
is poſſible for any human ability to anſwer them fairly. I look 
upon the Bill not merely as an act of taxation, but as a politi- 
cal meaſure, immediately increaſing the influence of the crown, 
and full of danger in its obvious conſequences to the conſti- 
tution and fredom of the country, It appears in a form which 
never was aſſumed, and acts on principles which never were 
avowed in this Houſe before. The eſſential qualities of the 
Bill are theſe. Firſt, that it does not operate immediately, 
nor with all its force, but applies to caſes and ſituations, which 
do not inſtantly exiſt, and which therefore individuals may 
hope, are remote from themſelves, and may never reach them. 
Of courſe, it annihilates that juſt and rational check, which 
the conſtitution relies on, in favour of the ſubject, namely, 
that the repreſentative will not impoſe exorbitant taxes, wich- 
out clear neceſſity, on his conſtituents, as long as he ſharcs 
immediately and alike with thoſe who are to pay. By far the 
greater part of the members of this Houſe are already in pol- 
teſſion of all that they have expected. But the moſt dreadful 
of all conſiderations is, that the tax is to operate, not nate, 
but hereafter. What guard, then, have we left againſt the 
moſt proſligate extravagance and waſte of the public fortune, 
if no part of the burden, whatever it may be, is to be _ 
by ourſelves? Suppoſe, ſor a moment, that by any Pity 
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bility the expences of an actual war could not be provided by 
taxes, of which the burden ſhould not be felt till ewenty years 
hence—How few would. care or conſider what the expence 
would amount to? Too many of us, I fear would fay, * The 
caſe will nat happen in our time,” But not only the entailed 
expence would be diſregarded, but the war itſelf, and all its 
pernicious conſequences, would be thought of with uncon- 
cern, as long as the money, by which it was ſupported, was 
not taken dicectly out of our pockets. So that all the checks 
derived from ſelf-intereſt againſt profuſion on one fide, and 
profligate meaſures on the other, would be utterly removed, 
But ſecondly, this tax, whenever it does act, will not operate 
collectively, and at once on the whole community, but in- 
dividually and ſucceſſively upon one man after another. Here 
another guard againſt unjuſt taxes is taken away. When all 
men fee together, they will probably reſiſt together. But 
when every individual may poſſibly hope that the burden may 
never fall upon himſelf, or remotely affect his poſterity, he 
ſhriuks, of courſe, from united oppoſition, and looks to no- 
thing but perſonal exemption, or perſonal compenſation. At 
laſt, however, the eſfects of this tax appear to have made a 
more general impreſſion. Some perſons, I ay it without the 
(mallett ſatisfaction, though 1 have lamented their abſence, 
have at laſt come forward to oppoſe it. In the laſt three years, 
no queſtions have occurred in which the honour, the ſafety, 
or the exiſtence of their country was not concerned. This 
tax touches property in great maſſes, and this tax muſt be re- 
liſted, Sir, it happened to me lately to recommend it to ſome 
of our great enlightened miniſters to look into hiſtory for in- 
tiruction, I ſaid it would enable them to judge, from the 
former policy and practice of the Houſe of Savoy, of what the 
conduct of the Court of Turin might probable be in the pre- 
ſent juncture. They heard me, as uſual, with indifference 
and ſcorn. The event has now taken place, even beyond my 
apprehenſion, Why do I allude to this circumſtance at pre- 
tent? To engage, if it be poſſible, the great landed proprie- 
tors of this country to look ſeriouſly at their own ſituation be- 
fore it be too late. Hiſtory in effect is prophecy; and in a 
general view and judgment of human conduct, even better 
than particular intelligence, I wiſh theſe great proprietors of 
maſſes of land to look into the hiſtory of Spain and France, and 
ſee what happened there to perſons of their own level, and 
once as rich as themſelves. The grandees of Spain thought 
themſelves ſecure in their titles, and rank and fortune, and re- 
tuſed to make common cauſe with the people, when the laws 
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and liberty of their country were attacked and deſtroyed by 
Charles V. and Philip II. You know the conſequence. The 
moſt inſiznificant and degraded order of nobility in Europe, 
are the grandees of Spain. In France the ſame event hap- 
pened. The great lords were drawn from their eſtates and 
their caſtles, to attend on the moparch. By degrees they be- 
came ſlaves at Verſailles, and for the moſt part had nothing ta 
ſubſiſt on but the bounty of the court, les graces de la Cour. 
They, whoſe eſtates were left to them, if they happened to 
give offence to a miniſter or to a miſtreſs, when there was no 
room in the Baſtile, were ſent back to their eſtates ; they were 
exiles dans leurs terres. And baniſhment in fact it was, be- 
cauſe their houſes were in ruins, and their lands in deſolation. 
Let our great proprietors look to theſe examples. The ruin 
which they ſuffer to be brought on other orders of the com- 
munity will not ſtop there: Their turn aſſuredly will come. 
At preſent, I know, they are happy and ſecure. They think 
they are in no danger; that they have nothing to apprehend 
for themſelves ; and that all that they are doing is only to de- 
ſtroy the liberty of their fellow ſubjects.” 

Mr. Grey ſaid, he did not riſe to enter into any detail, but 
ſimply to ſtate one objection, He underſtood this tax to be a 
tax upon collateral ſucceſſion only, with a proviſion in favour 
of the ſecond fon enjoying an eſtate by entail from his 
father. Under that proviſion, he ſuſpected this great incon- 
venience would ariſe, that, when a perſon defunct without 
iſſue had bequeathed his eſtates to his brother, entailing them 
upon his brother's ſon, the tax would operate upon the ſon 
collaterally, as deriving his inheritance from his uncle, and fo 
operate ad infinitum on direct ſucceſſion. 

The motion for the third reading of the Bill was then put; 
and the Houſe divided, 

Ayes 48 —Noes 46— Majority 2. | 

Mr. Sheridan then moved, that it be read a third time on 

this day three months ; when the Houſe again divided, 
Noes 54— Ayes 53—Majority 1. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer then moved, that the third 

reading be poltponed till the next day, 
Ayes 54—Noes 54. 

The numbers being equal, the Speaker gave a caſting voice 

for the motion. | 


SLAVE CARRYING BILL. 
The Houſe renewed the committee on the Slave Carrying 


Bill, when Mr, Wilberforce's clauſe for regulating the a 
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ber of ſlaves in proportion to the tonnage, was objected to by 
General Tarleton, an a diviſion being preſſed upon it by 
General Smith, the Houſe was counted out. Adjourued. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
FRIDAr, May 13. 

Several Bills were paſſed, but when that for voting the 
uſual ſum to the commiſſioners of the longitude was read, pro 
forma— 

The Biſhop of Roc heſter roſe, to expreſs his conviction that 
there was nothing untair or improper in the difpoſition of te 
ſum voted, although he wiſhed that the particular appropriation 
of it had been laid before the public. He obſerved that this 
board was inftituted in the reign of Queen Anne, and from 
that period to the preſent had received the ſum of 38,000l. of 
which 34,0001. had been given in the preſent reign. It was 
to be obſerved alſo, that this by no means interfered with the 
fums given as rewards to ingenious men, for their d:{coveries 
in this ſcientifie object; and that they were at no great ex- 
pence was pretty obvious, for they merely publiſhed a valu«ble 
work or two, Logaritbmic Tables, the Nautical Almanack, &c. 
but theſe, from their general requeſt among our naval gentie- 
men, mult have paid their expences, eſpecially as the Nautical 
Tables uſually came to a ſecond edition. He therefore could 
with, without objecting to the preſent vote, that before the 
annual grants were repeated, ſome ſtaten ent might be had of 
the manner in which the laſt had been expended, 


FINANCES, 


The order cf the day having been moved and read, 

The Earl Lauderdale in ſubſtance addtreſſed the Houſe to 
the following effect: Much as I am accuſtomed to addreſs 
your lordſhips, it is with truth I affure you, that in rifing to 
call your attention to the ſubject I am about to diſcuſs, I feel 
a degree of awe and anxiety which I have experienced upon 
no former occaſion, It proceeds in a great meaſure from a 
ſenſe of the importance of the ſubject ; for, whatever difference 
of opinion may ſubſiſt between the noble lords in office and 
me in other reſpects, I am convinced, that neither they nor 
any man, who has given the moſt tranſient attention to the 
papers before you, will differ from me in thinking, that a 
more important ſubject of diſcuſſion never was tubmitted to 
your lordſhips' conſideration. When we reflect on the man- 
ner in which the modern ſyſtem of European politics has im- 
plicated the finance of every country with the nature and ex- 
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iſtence of its government, the review of the comparative ſtate of 
the public income and expenditure forms, perhaps every 
where, the moſt important object that can occupy the atten. 
tion of the politician: but in this country, and in the critical 
fituation in which we are involved by his majeſty's miniſters, 
without fear of contradiction I think Loa affirm, that a more 
Intereſting ſubject of inveſtigation never was preſented to this 
Houſe, nor to any other public aſſembly. 

It is without affectation too I aſſure your lordſhips, that 
the feeling of anxiety, generated by a conſideration of the 
nature of the ſubject, is in no ſmall degree augmented by a 
ſenſe of my own inability to excute the taſk. Unaccyſtomed 
till of late to attend to the minute details ot finance, and com- 
pelled by a ſenſe of duty to advance opinions in direct oppoſi- 
tion to thoſe who profeſs to have ſpent their lives in the ſtudy 
of this intricate ſcience, and who have eſtabliſhed their repu- 
tation upon the idea of their poſſeſſing a fund of minute 2nd 


technical knowledge on this topic; I ſhould be confident in- 


deed if I did not feel ſome apprehenſion in ſubmitting my opi- 
nions their to criticiſm, and to your lordſhips' conſideration. 
There is one ground of apprehenſion, however, incident to thoſe 
who addreſs a public aſſembly, which I cannot at preſent feel: 
I mean the apprehenſion that ariſes from obſerving the anxious 
attention of a crowded audience ; for when I contemplate the 
empty benches in your lordſhips' Houſe *, and compare this 
circumſtance with the importance of the ſubje& on which you 
are this day ſummoned, I cannot help remarking, that a more 
diſgraceful neglect of public duty never was exhibited upon 
any occaſion, I fear it unfortunately proves, that there are 
many in this Houſe who can have paid no attention to the very 
ſerious and intereſting matter which is contained in the papers 
on your lordſhips* table; and demonſtrates with too great a 
certainty, that there are thoſe amongſt us whoſe habits have 
deprived them of all anxiety for the fate of their country ; for 


it is with ſhame I reflect, that at the moment when you are 


here honouring me with your attention to calculations which 
ſo nearly concern every individual among us, ſo large a por- 
tion of the hereditary guardizns of the people's welfare are 
employing their faculties of calculation to eſtimate the exact 
minute when, uninformed themſelves and uninſtructed by the 
information of others, they may quit the frivolous purſuits of 
luxurious indolence to compliment the miniſter with a vote— 
with one of thoſe confidential votes, a uniform ſueceſſion of 


At this time only twenty-four peers were in the Houſe, 


which 


Mar 13-] WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. $27 


which is perhaps the cauſe of the fatal calamities this county 
has now to lament. 

Much indeed have we heard of plots and conſpiracies, of the 
dangers attending- the form and frame of our conſtitution, 
from pamphlets, public meetings, and correſponding ſocieties : 
but it is ſuch conduct on the part of your lordſhips that I con- 
ſider as alone pregnant with real danger to the ſtate, and as 
tending to undermine in the minds of the people of England 
all reſpect for the houſes of parliament, all veneration for the 
ancient forms of our conſtitution. | 

It was my wiſh not to have introduced any topic extraneous 
from the immediate object of our debate: but I could not 
conſiſtently with my duty be a witneſs to the ſtate in which I 
ſee your lordſhips* houſe on this occaſion, without remarking 
upon the apathy, perhaps the profligacy, of which this atten- 
dance exhibits but too evident a proof. 

Before I proceed to call yous attentions to papers which 
were moved for by my noble friend ||, a recollection of the 
mode in which his conduct was commented upon in this houſe, 
and of the authentic manner in which theſe comments have 
been ſince handed to the public, makes it neceſſary to ſtate to 
your lordſhips the futility of the inſinuation, that the noble 
marquis did not in his motion agitate the ſubject you were led 
to expeR, and to explain to you the reaſons why it falls to my 
lot to diſcuſs before you the expences of the preſent war, and 
the debts and revenues of this kingdom. 

It muſt be in the recollection of your lordſhips, that the 
firſt and principal object held out to 3 the noble marquis, 
when he originally mentioned this ſubject in your houſe, was 
the departure from that {yitem of arrangement and economy ſo 
ſtrongly enforced in the reports of the coinmiſſioners of ac= 
counts, When he arraigned the meaſure, it was natural for 
him to wiſh to preſent to your lordſhips? view, and the public 
conſideration, the conſequences that enſued from it. It was 
in this point of view that my noble friend moved for the 
pers on your table, that you might ſee the fatal effects of the 
departure from thoſe regulations, and of the contempt of thoſe 
ialutary reſtraints which the forms of parliament and the law 
cf the land have placed on the public expenditure. But, when 
ne faw the extent of the materials on the table of the houſe, he 
judged, and judged well, that to compriſe the whole of the 
ubject in the diſcuſſion of one day would have been incon- 
tent with that deſire he had of exhibiting to the public, in 


» The Marquis of Lanſdown. 


the 
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the cleareſt and moſt diſtinct point of view, topics ſo materially 
intereſting to the welfare, perhaps to the exiſtence, of the 
ſtate, The diviſion my noble friend adopted was that which 
naturally preſented itſelf: to diſcuſs, in the firſt inſtance, the 
cauſes of our calamities; and, in the ſecond, to exhibit the 
effects they have produced. As the more important con- 
ſideration, he called your attention to the firſt of theſe ſubjects; 
J regret, for the ſake of the public, that the partiality of my 
noble friend has placed the ſecond in my hands. This ar- 
rangement however of the buſineſs was the courſe that pru- 
dence would have dictated to any man; and it muſt have 
more forcibly ſuggeſted itſelf to the noble marquis, who could 
not but recollect the pains and the attention which he, as wel! 
as the late Marquis of Rockingham, beſtowed, at the cloſe of 
the American war, on the means of preventing ſuch abuſes 
in future; who muſt have ſeen with aſtoniſhment, the total 
deviation from that ſolemn pledge which he, in conjunction 
with the preſent firſt lord of the Treaſury, gave to the public 
in the ſpeech which they put into the mouth of their ſovereign 
in the year 1782“. ; 

The topics my noble friend upon that day diſcuſſed before 
your lordſhips, though flippantly undervalued in the com- 
mencement of the ſpeech given to the public by the noble 
baron , were of the moſt grave and important nature. The 
negleA of the meaſure recommended by the commiſſioners of 
accounts; the total contempt of the Appropriation Act; the 
new inſtitution of barracks ; of a Secretary of State's Office ; 
a Tranſport Board, and the additional appointments in every 
department ; the unparalleled amount of extraordinaries in 
the army and navy, are ſubjects of ſuch a nature, that to 
leſſen their conſequence in the public eſtimation, was an at- 


* I muſt recommend to you an immediate attention to the great objects of the 
public receipts and expenditure, and above all, to the ſtate of the public debt. Not- 
withſtanding the great increaſe of it during the war, it is to be hoped ſuch regula- 
tions may be {till eſtabliſhed, ſuch ſavings made, and future loans ſo conducted, 
as to promote the means of its gradual redemptian by a fixed courſe of payment. 
J muſt, with particular earneſtneſs, diſtinguiſh for your ſerious conſideration, 
that part of the debt which con" ſts of navy, ordnance, and victnalling bills: the 
enormous diſcount upon ſome of theſe bills ſhews this mode of payment to be 2 
moſt ruinous expedient. 

« I have ordered the ſeveral eftimates, made up as correctly as the preſent prac - 
tice. admits, to be laid before you. I hope that ſuch further cotections as may be 
neceſſary, will be made before the next year. It is my defire that you ſhould be 
appriſed of every expence before it is incurred, as far as the nature of each 1ervice 
can poflibly admit. Matters of account can never be made too public. Xing 
Spe:ck, December 5th, 1982, 
+ Lerd Auckland. 


tempt 
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tempt as bold as it will be inefficacious. But the noble lord, 
not chooſing to meet my noble friend upon ſuch an inveſti- 
gation, quarrels with certain expreſſions and opinions, which 


he feels it “ a ſacred duty incumbent on him to reſiſt, as far 
as God has given him faculties.” Theſe opinions, however, 


I muſt obſerve, with all due reſpect for the faculties beſtowe 


on him, it will be difficult for him to controvert. My noble. 
friend ſtated, & that our trade was reduced to a dependance on 


the very warfare which is fundamentally deſtroying it ; and 


that our reſources were ſo exhauſted, as to force us to the, 


wretched expedient of reviving taxes which were a few years 
ſince repealed :”—propolitions, which the noble baron did 
wiſely to diſmiſs with epithets, rather than to contravert by 
argument, : 

t would indeed be difficult to overthrow opinions which 
muſt pervade the minds of the people, when they reflect that 


equal to the total value of both the imports and exports of 
this country in the year 1787; and when they recollect, that 
ſince the commencement of the preſent war, taxes have been 
laid on commodities on which the duties had been lowered, 


» WAR EXPENCE 1795 


Total Navy, Army, and Ordnance, C. 31,867,438. 
The war expence 1795 was ſtated by Lord Grenville as not exceeding twente - fx 
« twenty-ſeven} millionz—By Lord Auckland, looſely, at a much ſmaller ſum. 


Vor. IV. 1796. 3 * to 


the war expenditure of laſt year * amounts to a ſum almoſt 


NAvY. g 
Eſtimate - 4 * £6,055,523 
Navy debt incurred 1795, about - * 7,5 02,000 
Received for the ſervice of the navy from the yote of credit 171,373 
Total Nayy 2 13,726,896 | 
ARMY. N 
Eſtimate - - * 4. 8,610, 90 
bedut Landgrave's debt - - 63,350 
8,541, 340 
Extraordinaries 1795 - * 59577731 
Received from vote of credit — - 2 200, oo 
g — — — 
Total Army £. 15,799,271 
: OnnNANCE. | 
Estimate - - £* 1 436,804 3 
Exceeding ſea ſervice 1795 . 102,421 
Ditto land ſervice 179 — 6 762,046 
Received from vote of credit 2 - 40,000 
— — 
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to the extent of one million nine hundred and fifty-two thouſand 
pounds *. Yet in the ſpeech given to the public, with little 
more than a few exclamations of diſguſt at the opinions cf 
my noble friend, is all that maſs of important matter, de- 
tatled to you upon a former occaſion, paſſed over without 
animadverſion. I confeſs it excites my curioſity, to ſee whe- 
ther the noble lord will this day as flippantly condemn, and 
as ſuperficially inveſtigate, the leſs important conſiderations 
which it falls to my lot to ſubmit to you. 

My lords, it is only when compared with the fubject my 
noble friend brought before you, that, in ſpeaking on the 
detail of our finances, I can think of uſing the term Vi in- 
portant. For thoſe who have conſidered how fatal to the in- 
terior policy of every government derangement in finance has 
proved; who recollect the conſpicuous ſhare which it had in 
producing the fall of the Roman empire ; and who have ſeen 
its recent efects in the origin and progreſs of the French te- 
volution, muſt ſympathize with me in ſaying, that there is no 
ſubject I can conſider more intereſting, except the cauſes that 
have fatally produced the gloomy proſpect which the unpleaſant 
duty of this day will oblige me to diſplay. 

We in this houſe are accuſtomed to hear noble lords in office 
dilate upon a ſubject, which, on my conſcience I believe, there 
is no one in this country but themſelves who would think of 
introducing : I mean the advantages this nation has acquired in 
the preſent war, and the ſucceſſes that have attended cur arms. 
But, 1 believe, even amongſt them, there is not one who will 
be diſpoſed to compare our ſucceſſes with thoſe of the French 
in the war ending with the peace in 1783; yet the derange- 
ment of their finances (created in the moment of their greateſt 
proſperity, exhibiting a deficit ſmaller than what I am afraid 
truth will compel me to ſtate to your lordſhips as exiſting in 
this country) levelled a prouder nobility than that I have the 
honour to addreſs, and a clergy in power and opulence far 
ſurpaſſing thoſe I ſee before me. When we look back to thoſe 


* Taxes that have been laid on various articles during the war, on which the 
duties had been lowered for the ſake of revenue during the laſt peace. 


1794 Additional duty on Spirits — {+ 243,009 
1795 Ditto taken for - 2 59,000 
— Upon Tea-71. 10 per cent. - 180, 
— On Wine - - oo 000 
2796 Tobacco - 170,000 
— Wine - - 6co,0c0- 
—— — 

(1952, coo 

— 
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times, we derive alſo, from a recollection of the ſituation of 
this country, leſſons that ought to be uſeful at the preſent 
moment. Was it the ſuccce's of the French arms that re- 
duced us almoſt to ſue for peace to the enemy? No, my lords; 
there is. no man who does not remember, that, to the credit 
and honour of our navy, at no period of our hiſtory were its 
ſucceſſes more brilliant and glorious. The fatal and careleſs 
profuſion in our expenditure, which diſtinguiſhed that period, 
was in reality the ſole cauſe of the humiliating ſituation of that 
day. Amongſt the many who then loudly cenſured the ex- 
travagance and profuſe expenditure, there was none who 
with more relentleſs and unforgiving rancour condemned the 
conduct of thoſe who had occaſioned it, than the preſent mĩ- 
niſter, From his affected purity, from the ſolemn pledges he 
had given in the report from the committce of the Houſe of 
Commons on finance, of which he was a member, and in the 
ſpeech made by his majeſty in the year 1782, when he was a 
miniſter, we had reaſon to expect Lacking more of caution 
and economy in the conduct of our expediture. Unfortunately 
however for this country, the evils then complained of, and 
principally cenſured, have in this war been carried under his 
auſpices to an extent unparralleled in the annals of that æra. 
The money voted by parliament on eſtimate in the laſt three 
years of the war with France, Spain, Holland, and America; 
but that expenditure, by means of votes of credit and extra- 
ordinaries, fo much cenſured as the cauſe of our difficulties, 
has been carried to a far greater and more alarming exceſs. 
In three years ending 1780, the total eſtimated expence of the 
army, navy, and ordnance amounted to the ſum of 8 
ſeven millions one hundred and ſixty thouſand pounds. In 
the three years including 1795, the expence voted by eſtimate 
amounted to thirty-five millions five hundred and fourteen 
thouſand pounds“. But the exceſs is proportionably much 


greater 
Money voted on Ffiimate in the years] Money on Eſtimate in 1793 4-5. 
1778-y-$0, | 

1778. 1793 
Army - £: 3-432,096 | Army - C. 3,630, 694 
Navy . 4,001 395 Navy - 3-396,915 
Urdnance - . 382 816 Ordnance - 729453 
1 — — 
7.816, 807 7,757,961 

1779. | 1794» 
. < 4,013,189 | Army — 55627,755 
Navy - 4,539.069 |Nayy - 555255531 
Ordnance - 395,439 | Orunance - 761,736 
$,997,097 11,354,522 
15 Army 
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greater in the money expended without an eſtimate being pre- 
viouſly ſubmitted to parliament; for we have the mortifica- 
tion to ſee, that the total amount of une ſtimated expence in 
the three years ending 1780, was nineteen millions one hun- 
dred and ſeventy-four thouſand pounds; whereas in the three 
years ending 1795, it has ariſen to the enormous ſum of thirty. 
one millions three hundred and eighty-fix thouſand pounds, 
making an exceſs of upwards of twelve millions in this latter 
iod, expended in the manner which was ſtated as fo alarm. 
ing, and which is conſidered by the beſt informed men who 


& 


Army - 4,384, 69 3 Army — 8,410, 390 
Navy * 5503,84 Navy - 6,315,523 
Ordnance — 458,136 Ordnance — 1,176,804 
\ 
10,346,11 3 15,902,717 
Total 1778 - 7,316,807] Total 1793 - 74757,062 
— 77 - $,997,697|— 1794 - 11,854,822 
— 170 . 10, 346,113] —— 1795 - 1 5,902,717 
{+ 27,160,617 | © 35,514,bor 
Money without — in 1773-9-80.\Money without Eſtimate in 17934. 5. 
1778. N 1793. 
Army — 2,200, 2230 Army — 6.1, 647, 616 
Navy — 2,172,033 Navy — 3273.375 
Ordnance — 521,936 Ordnance — 701,281 
4.894, 192 5,622,272 
1779. 1794+ 

Army — 3,26. 137 [Army — 5,603,968 
Navy — 35182, 271 Navy — 3.590 232 
Ordnance — $01,466 Ordnance — 1,291,348 
6,799,874 10,485,548 

| | 1720, 1795. | 
Army — 3,418, 806 Army — 9,257,739 
Navy _ 3-514,750|Navy an 7,008,940 
Ordnance — 547,182 [Ordnance = 1,012,240 
7,4*0,738 15 278,910 
Total 1778 — 4.894, 192 Total 1793 — 5,622,272 
— 1779 — 799,874— 1794 = 7485,48 
— 1780 — 7,450,738 |m— 1795 — 15,278,910 
19.174, 804 C. 31,386,739 
— — — — 
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have treated upon the ſubject, as ſo deſtructive of all parlia- 
mentary controul and cee lee principles“ 33 
The conſequences have been ſuch as we might naturally ex- 
pect. In proportion as the neglect of forms and the relaxation 
from the regular parliamentary mode of providing for the pub- 
lic expenditure have increaſed, the enormous expence of the 
war, in which we have been involved, has augmented : the 
expences of the American war up to the year 1781 amounted 
to the ſum of fifty- three millions; but we have now to regret, 
that in the proſecution of the preſent we have already created 
an addition to our funded debt of ninety-three millions, and 
loaded the people of this country, oppreſſed with taxation, with 
the additional ſum of four millions five hundred thouſaand 
pounds annually. | | 


® PxtraQts from the report of the Commit:ee of the Houſe of Commons 1782, 
of which Mr, Pitt was a member : * 
« Your committee cannot help obſerving, that the enormous amount of ex- 
traordinaries in the forego.ng account, incuritd without the conſent of parliament, 
is an abuſe of the moſt alarming nature, enabling miniſters to deceive the nation, 
by keeping back the great expence of the war, and concealing thereby the extent 
of its engagements. It has been ſtated by parliament, when the object was in- 
confiderable to what it was at preſent, as a dangerous invaſion of the rights, 
and little differing from levying money without the conſent of parliament. |; The 
debt is not only incurred, but paid alſo, by the fole authority of the miniſter, and 
that too out of money appropriated to cther ſervices} leaving no option to the Houſe 
when the account comes before them... 
Extract from Hatſel's Precedents of Proceedings in the Houſe of Commons, 
Title Supply. | pF Ns | 
« There was a degree of negl'gence or extravagancce, or both, in thoſe who had 
the conduct of the war department, which rendered all the votes of the Houſe of 
Commons, or bills for appropriating the ſupplies, ridiculous and nugatory, The 
ſums demanded upon the head of Extraordinaries of the army incurred and not 
rovided for, during this period, fell not very much ſhort of the whole ſum voted 
y parliament upon eſtimate for that ſervice z-nay, in the year 1782 they appear 
to have actual y exceeded them. This was ſuch a ſhameful proſtitution of the 
money of the public, that, though perhaps the diſtance, and magnitude, and na- 
ture of the American war might be pleaded as ſome alleviation and excuſe for the 
generals abroad who commanded, or for the miniſters at home, who ought to have 
controuled theſe commanders, nothing can juſtify the Houſe of Commons whe 
permitted this practice to continue uninterrupted through ſeveral ſeſſions 3 and whoſe 
more immediate duty it was to have examined into the contradꝭs and other ſervices 
pretended to have been performed, and to have pointed out and puniſhed thoſe frauds 
and abuſes which were atterwards with no great difficulty detected by the com- 
miſſioners of pubic accounts.“ 
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1793 287,000l, 
1794 911,0901, 
1795 * 1,644,o0c0l, 
1795 938, oool. 
1796 740,000, 
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Under theſe circumſtances it was with aſtoniſhment I heard 
detailed to your lordſhips, with ſurpriſe I have ſeen handed to 
an oppreſſed people, a conſoling ſtatement of certain public 
circumſtances in the years 1795-6, when compared with the 
years 1783-4 On the fairneſs of the ſelection of the year 
1783 for ſuch a compariſon I ſhall have much to ſay to 
your lordſhips : at preſent I ſhall only remark, that whether 
fait or unfair, it was admirably ſuited to the convenience of 
the noble lord who made the ſtatement. Had he ſelected any 
of the years during the laſt war, we ſhould have been able to 
have quoted his own authority for the flouriſhing ſituation of 
the finance at that time, (notwithſtanding the calamitous ſtate 
to which we know our revenue was ſoon reduced.) and to have 
contraſted it with the opinions he holds on the ſtate of the 
finance at preſent. In the year 1789 the noble lord taught 
us to believe, that the riſe in the exciſe and cuſtoms, evin- 
<« cing the extent of home conſumption, implied an increaſing 
« produce and a quick circulation; and that every known 
« criterion as well as every external appearance concurred in 
« proving the quantity of money within the country to be un- 


<< uſually great.“ + In the year 1783, however, the noble 


lord paſſed a tranſient moment with us in oppoſition z and the 
impreſſion under which his notes of that day were formed, 
whilſt it renders them eonvenient for his preſent purpoſe, will 
perhaps account for the ſort of ſtatement he has produced, For 
though the noble lord declares © that it was not his wiſh, even 
<« if he had power to accompliſh it, to lead you or the public 
into opinions of the ſituation of the country more favourable 
« than the truth would juſtify; I muſt aſſert that a ſtatement 
more {trained in its items, more calculated to deccive by its re - 
ſult, never was exhibited upon any occaſion. 

He begins by calling your lordſhips attention to a compari» 
ſon of the price of three per cent. conſols at thcſe two periods. 
Perhaps it may occur to you, that as he ſelcCted the 2d of May 
2796, he might have looked at the price of ſtocks on the 2d of 
May 1783, before he proceeded to ſtate the price of 3 per 
cents. January 1784. Perhaps you may with me think, that 
in the beginning of this comparative ſtatement he might have 
at leaſt ſuggeſted, that in May 1783 the price of 3 per cents. 
actually was 68. But I am ſure you will agree with me in 
thinking, that in contraſting the price of India ſtock at theſe 
two periode, he exhibits to us conſiſtency, and diſplays a con- 
tinuaticn of the {ame diſpoſition to fairneſs, in totally neglecling 
to ſtats, that in May 1783 the price of India ftock was 1383 


+ S:e Lord Aulkland's letter to Lord Carliſſe. 
and 
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and that the Eaſt-India company, authoriſed by parliament, 
and enabled by the ſums of money called in from the proprie- 
tors, bave ſince that period increaſed their dividend two and 
one-quarter per cent, So that, if the increaſe ariſing from the 
additional dividend was taken from the preſent price of the 
ſtock, it would leave it on the 2d of May 1796 ſomewhere 
about 168; and inſtead of exhibiting an account of India 
ſtock 1784, at 121, and in May 1796 at 209, he muſt have 
ſuggeſted that the price of India ſtock was 138, and that, in- 
dependent of the augmentation of dividend, it could not be 
fairly ſtated in May 1796 at more than 168. 

The noble lord next proceeds to ſtate to you the increaſe 
of exports and imports that has of late years taken place. I 
know it is a favourite doctrine to build concluſions on the ſtate 
of our commerce and revenue upon this ground ; but I much 
doubt the ſolidity of them. Without commenting on the 
known and avowed inaccuracy with which theſe accounts, 
more particularly that of our exports, are formed, there is much 
in the preſent circumſtances of the country, and in the reduced 
trade of our enemy, that leads me- to think it a temporary and 
not a permanent augmentation; and there is no perſon who 
has conſidered with accuracy the public accounts before you, 
who can think that it proves any thing with regard to the pro- 
bable ſtate of the revenue. The total value of the exports and 
imports in 1795 exceeds the total value of the exports and 
imports in 1791 by ſeven millions ; but inſtead of finding that 
there has ariſen from this any increeſe of revenue, the taxes 
exiſting in 1791 have fallen ſhort in 1795 to the extent of up- 
wards of eight hundred thouſand pounds. 

With regard to the cotton wool, the importation of which 
has , much increaſed, one would have imagined that, in this 
inſtance at leaſt, the fact might have ſatisfied the noble lord: 
but inſtead of five millions of pounds, which he ſtates to be the 
annual importation for five years, I think I can ſay from ſome 
authority, that the importation in 1783 was ſeven millions 
eight hundred thouſand pounds; and that the average importa- 
tion of the five preceding years exceeded conſiderably ſeven 
millions of pounds. 

On the noble lord's ſtatement of the exports of Britiſh mer- 
chandize to India, I have only to ſay, that if I recolle right, 
the exports of merchandize 1795-6 were compured at one 
million one hundred thouſand, inſtead of two millions two hun- 
dred thouſand pounds. I muſt alſo on the ſubject of the Eaſt 
India reyenues quote the right honourable gentleman at the 
head of the board of controu), in oppoſition to the noble __ 

* 


p " LA. ® 
7 SG , 2 7 my 3 % 1 . En 
3 — "In 4 1 
; 8 . - LE % #6 math * Pe — ** — 4 - — mY a 2 
* « —_ * — Br — — 1 by 5 — * = 8 2 » 
. - _—_— ——— . _ * ” — * 
2 — — + * 1 * — * 
SY" - to. 1 
ry — — * * * 231 - - 
-_ „ = 7 8 — » —_— = & 
— 4 — 3 * — 4 — * r — Tm 
7 : — . D _ = = 


. 


> ” - A. On 
& © 2 + 


— = —_— 
AGE: i= or 


——— — * 4 - * 4 — 
SF. 3 3 wy G 
4 2 = A, _—_ i : "— —y a - 0 . 
4 4 nd . - * 1 * - = a „ 5 I 
— A — — ——U—äͤ— — = 


Co im ns > So # 
— — — — 2 — — —— * 


1 


— 4 4 * 2 
* * 2 * W , S.. #4 . — * Fe . 4 = 
2 _— CR 2 8 * 13 My 3 1 — EE. + GETS S | 
_— —_— — g * — pb . - : W 4 N 
rer — Pos L - * a — 2 
= - = * . — — = 
— — 
—— — = 
22 * 


i * 
2 


— — 
— — 
— ES 


— — 
2 83 3 
- * — » 


_ 
— 2 W 
—— — 
— 


Mine 
— — —— "the 


* 
* L 
. 2 * 
. = L 
* = 4 * 7 " 1 —_—— — 2 
% 0 * , Lac 4 1 4 A 
nnn — 
— TIT : tht — 
- as * *_ 43 


r-{ WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, LLaa ss. 


By him the net produce of India revenue was eſtimated in the 
year 1795 at one million four hundred thouſand pounds; 
though the noble lore, with a ſyſtematic perſeverance in that 
fairneſs with which his comparative ſtatement is formed, eſti. 
mates it at two millions {ix hundred thouſand pounds. With. 
out entering, however, into minute details of the affairs of the 
Eaſt India company, to which I certainly have paid no great 
attention, let me only ſuggeſt to the noble lord, and to the 
public, that the improvement made in the ſtock, per compu- 
tation, amounts ſince the year 1783, as appears by the papers 
before parliament, to the ſum of two millions ſeven hundred 
and fixty-five thouſand pounds: the receipt of the company 
from the proprietors during that period is nearly five millions! 
a circumſtance which gives no very favourable impreſſion of 
the great improvement in the affairs of the Eaſt India company 
fince the year 1783. 

The next ſubject to which the noble lord has adverted, is a 
compariſon of the amount of the permanent taxes on a three 
years average to the fifth of January 1784, with what he calls 
the amount of the ſame taxes after making all allowances for the 
intermedate changes and arrangements of the revenue on a three 
years average to the 5th of January 1785. The former he 
ates to be nine miilions eight hundred and ſeventy fix thou- 
ſand pounds; the latter, twelve millions three hundred and 
eighty-one thouſand 3 I ſhould have conceived that, 
if in other reſpects this ſpecies of compariſon had been unex- 
ceptionable, it might have occurred to the noble lord that the 
public could fee no great cauſe of triumph in the revenue of 
the country producing ſomething more in the three firſt years 
of this war, with all the improvements in our manufactures, 
than it did in a period of three years when we were reduced by 
ſix years war, the moſt general in which this country was 
ever engaged, and beſore the tide of commercial tranſactions 
could have reſumed its wonted channels. 


t Stock per computation 1766—Balance in favour of the company 6,7 34,2641. 


Ditto 1783—Dirto — 2908, 4811. 
Increaſed balance in favour of the company — 2,765, 783zl. 
— —— — 

Received by the company in 1788 on an increaſed capital of 
Soo, ooo. at 195 per cent. 1,245,000, 
Ditto—1789 on ditto , ,o ol. at 170 per cent. — 1,700,000), 
Ditto—1 793 on ditto 1,0%, Col. at 200 per cent. — 2, co, cool. 
4,940,000) 


From that take 2,765,783]. the increaſed balance as above — 2,765,830. 
—— 


2,174,217ʃ. 
But 
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But it requires little examination indeed to diſcover, that 
this article in the noble lord's comparative view of circum- 
ſtances, is framed in the ſpirit which animated him in forming 
for your lordſhips* information thoſe on which J have already 
had occaſion to comment. 

The exiſting taxes before the American war, on an average 
of nine years to Michaelmas 1582 *, produced eight millions 
one hundred and forty-four thouſand pounds. In the year 
ending Michaelmas 1782, the produce of the ſame taxes was 
ſeven millions eight hundred ana ninety-ſeven thouſand pouuds; 
and in one year ending Michaelmas 1783, they produced only 
ſx millions nine hundred and thirty-three thouſand pounds, 
Thus, in the commencement of the three years with ſuch im- 
partiality ſelected for this compariſon, we find that the produce 
of the old taxes had decreaſed two hundred and forty- ſix thou- 
ſand pounds below their produce on an average of the nine an- 
tecedent years. And towards the concluſion of theſe favourite 
three years the produce of the ſame taxes fel] ſhort one million 
two hundred and ten thouſand pounds. In one reſpect I think 
it was inconſiſtent with the noble lord's circumſpection and 
prudence to call your attention to the produce of the taxes at 
this particular period. For when the public recollect, that 
this great diminution of upwards of one million in the produce 
of the revenue happened immediately on the concluſion of the 
laſt peace, perhaps they may anticipate with ſome degree of 
dread what will be the probable ſituation of our revenue, 
when the prejudices of our miniſters can be ſo far ſubdued as 
to engage them to reſtore peace to this exhauſted country, 
Before I quit this article, I muſt alfo obſerve to your lordſhips, 
that the noble lord ought, for your fatisfattion and that of the 
public, to have given ſome explanation in what manner theſe 
allowances were made for intermediate charges and arrange- 
ments in the revenue, which he had in his contemplation 
when he ſtates the preduce of the taxes exiſting in 1784 to 
amount in three years ending January 1985 to upwards of 
twelve millions. I am diſpoſed to preſs this the more, becauſe 
[ believe that if proper allowances are made for the exciſe on 
wines in 1786, and the conſolidating the cuſtoms in 1787, 
for the increaſe on home and Britiſh ſpirits, in carrying into 
effect the treaty with France, farming the poſt-horle tax, ex- 
ciſe on tobacco, diminution on the charges of management at 
the bank and ſouth ſea houſe, together with the effects of the 
ſnuggling act, the commutation and manifeſt act, it will be 


o Sec Dr. Price's Poſtſct ipt to his State of the Public Debt 1783. 
Vox, IV. 1796. 32 ; di 


_ 


1 en 432 
7 - — 
7 
——_—_ 5 _ 
: a 
- — 


* 
4 
# G 
„ 
LU £ 
1 


- 
* 
OP 
* . 
= 


. 


2 
> 


3 


— 7 
A = 
« - 


533. WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, [Lonn:, 


difficult, or rather impoſſible, to defend the ſtatement he has 
made, 

The next conſoling circumſtance which we are called to 
contemplate is the navy debt in December 1783, and on the 
ſecond of May 1796. The firſt is ſtated by the noble lord to 
be fifteen millions five hundred thouſand pounds; the laſt, 
two millions three hundred thouſand pounds. How this ſum 
is obtained, or can be fairly ſtated as the exiſting navy debt, 
confeſs myſelf at a loſs to diſcover. The ſum left unprovided 
for on December 31ſt, 1795, is equal to the exiſting navy debt 
in December 1792, which I think I recolle& was ſomewhere 
about two millions ſeven hundred thouſand pounds. The 
bills regiſtered on the courſe of the navy, between the 31ſt ot 
December 1795 and the 31ſt of March 1796, as appears from 
the papers on your lordſ{hips* table, amount to the ſum of two 
millions eight hundred thouſand pounds $. But if the noble 
lord, inſtead of ſelecting the ſecond of May 1796, had mad: 
the compariſon between the navy debt outſtanding December 
1783 and December 1795, it would have preſented to your 
Jordthips eye, and that of the public, a very different account, 
You would have ſeen that, if at the former period it was fifteen 
millions five hundred thouſand pounds, it amounted at the lat- 
ter to thirteen millions eight hundred thouſand pounds; and 
if he had choſen by anticipation to have given your lordſhips 2 
view of what may be the probable ſtate of the navy debt in 
December 1796, if it increaſes in the ſame proportion in which 
it appears to have increaſed by the papers before you during 
the firſt three months of the preſent year *, it will then, toge- 
ther with what was left unprovided for at the end of laſt year, 
amount to the ſum of thirteen millions nine hundred thouſand 
pounds. Indeed the noble lord muſt himſelf know, that in 
ſelecting the ſecond of May 1796, he has choſen almoſt 5 

| Jay 
Navy debt left unprovided 3 iſt of December 1793 — 2.745921 
Navy Bills regiſtered betore the 31ſt of March 1796 — 2,822,389. 


— — ä 


Total 3,568, 38 


. „Navy office, 22d April, 1796. 
An account of Navy, Vittualling, and Tranſport Bills regiſtered fince 31. 
December, 1795. 


Navy Bills — 1,017,230l. 128. 8d. 
Victualling Bills — — 1,049, 30 5l. 119. 6d. 
Tranſpert Bills — — 757% 63l. 105. 4. 


. "FS Total 2,822,3Sgl. 14s. 6d. 
Examined R. P. 

A. S. Hammond, Wm. Rule, Geo, Marſh, Gee, Rogers, W. Palmer, W. 
Bellingham. 
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day of the year the moſt favourable for this ſtrange compara- 
tive account of the navy debt which he has exhibited. 

In the compariſon the noble lord has made of the bank advan- 
ces to the public, atraid leſt in any one inſtance the year 178 
ſhould have the advantage, however inconſiderable, of the 
year 1796, he has provided himſelf with a private account of 
the amount of advances May 2d 1796; for if he had confined 
himſelf to the various documents before parliament on this 
ſubject, he would have been obliged to have ſtated to you that 
the advances made by the bank amounted on the 12th of 
September 1795 to the ſum of eleven' millions eight hundred 
thouſand pounds; on the gth of December 1795 to the ſum of 
twelve millions two hundred thouſand pounds; and on the 3iſt 
of December to the ſum of eleven millions fix hundred thou- 
ſand pounds: in every inſtance exceeding the amount of the 
advance in 1783. In ſtating the advances of the bank in the 
year 1783, the noble lord has not explained whether he included 
the navy bills at that time in poſſeſſion of the bank. If he 
did, your lordihips will eaſily ſee that, to make the compa- 
riſon with any degree of fairneſs, there muſt be a further ſum 
added to the balances in 1795 equal to the amount of the va- 
lue of navy bills at that time in the poſſeſſion of the bank. 

zy Lords, the next article in this account exceeds every 
thing on which I have hitherto had occaſion to remark : it is 
to me as unintelligible as it is impoſſible for me to comprehend 
how any man can preſume to come forward with ſuch a ſtate- 
ment to your lordihips or the public. The unfunded debt is 
repreſented as amounting in January 1794 to twenty-ſeven 
millions—May 2d 1790 it is ſtated as nothing. What then 
has become of the balance of eleven millions due to the bank, 
which the noble lord has antecedently ſtated to you ? Has he 


totally forgotten, or can he expect that you will forget, that 


after all his ftrained ingenuity in frittering down. the exiſting 
navy debt, he has confeſſed that the ſum due May 2d 1796, is 
two millions three hundred thouſand pounds? But let me once 
more entreat your lord{hips attention to a plain ſtatement of 
what would have been the ſhape of this account, if the noble 
lord had ſelected for his compariſon the ſame month in 1796 he 
had choſen in 1784. In January 1796 the articles of navy 
debt, bank advances, arrears due to the army, and the defi- 
ciency of the conſolidated fund, as appears from the accounts 
on your table, alone amount to twenty-ſeven millions five 

3LZ 2 hundred 
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hundred thouſand pounds ;* exceeding by five huudred thou. 
ſand pounds the total of the out-ſtanding unfunded debt in 
January 1784; which your lordſhips will permit me to re. 
mind you was after the conclulion of a fix years war of notori- 
ous and reprobated extravagance, 

The ſinking fund is the next obje to which your attention 
is called. In 1783 you are told there was no ſinking fund; in 
1796 you are informed it amounted to two millions five hund- 
red thouſand pounds. If at either period a finking fund is 
talked of io hold out any idea of ſurplus, it can only tend to 
deceive. In 1783 there was a thing called a ſinking fund, and 
in 1796 there is a thing called a finking fund; but in reality, 
inſtead of poſſeſſing any ſurplus in the former year, there was a 
loan of twelve millio:s; in the latter, two loans amounting to 
twenty-five millions five hundred thouſand pound. And al- 
low me in paſſing to remark to your lordſhips, that notwith- 
ſtanding the vaunting ſtatement which has been made to the 

ublic of the low rate of intereſt at which money was this year 
eee as far as I can judge from a curſory view of the 
budget in 1783, the public was loaded with a ſmaller perman- 
ent intereſt for the twelve mi.lians borrowed by Lord John 
Cavenduh, than for the firſt loan negotiated this year—though 
in this latter prriod taxes were alſo impoſed for the purpoſe of 
cu, a ſinking fund, of one ſhilling and ſixpence for every 

undred pounds borrowed, 

I now come to the concluding and undoubtedly the moſt 
important article in this compariſon. The noble lord ſtates 
ce the amount of revenue (including the land and malt) de 
<& the computed expenditure on a peace eſtabliſhment of fifteen 
© millions in 1783 at two millions. And the amount of te- 
* venue (including the land and malt) above the computed 
& expenditure on a ſimilar peace eſtabliſhment, with the ad- 
* dition of increaſed charges for the debt incurred by the pre- 
4 ſent war, 1795, three millions four hundred thouſand pounds.“ 
This ſtatement derives its importance not ſo much from the 
compariſon it exhibits, as from the fact it advances, that it we 
were fortunate enough now to experience the bleſſings of 
peace, there would be an actual ſurplus of three millions four 


* Bank Advance, December 1795 — 12,275,386. 
Navy Debt, December 1795 = 1 3,000,000", 
Arrears due to the Army, Jai.uary 1, 1796 — 1,06 5, 570l. 
Deficiency of the conſolid ated fund = 1,200,000 


Total 927,549,962l- 
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hundred thouſand pounds. Before however I proceed to g- 
hibit the fallacy which this holds forth, I muſt detain your 
lord{hips by remarking on the form of the propolition end on 
the nature of the premiſes. I am diſpoſed to cenfure the form 
of the propoſition, becauſe it holds out to you, for the fir't tne 
ſince the ſinking fund has been eſtab iſhed, that its produce is 
to be deemed a fu: plus diſpoſable like any other ſurplus at the 
will of parliament ; inſtead of conſidering it, as it hitherto has 
been, and, | truſt, for the welfare and the credit of this coun- 
try, ever will be treated, as forming as much a part of our ne- 
ceſſary expenditure as the navy, army, or ordnance, With 
the premiſes upon which this propotition proceeds I cannot 
agree; for I can conceive nothing more calculated to delude, 
than to ſtate to this country that there exiſts a pollibility of 
our peace expenditure amounting to ſo {mall a ſum as fifteen 
millions. I he noble lord mult know that the committee of 
the Houſe of Commons, in the year 1786, reported that the 
peace eſtabliſhment, including the ſinking fund, would be 
fifteen millions four hundred and ſeventy-eight thouſand 
pounds; and the committee ſaw no proſpect of the affairs of 
the country being in ſuch a ſituation as to get upon this peace 
eſtabliſhment till the year 1791, that is, the eighth year after 
the conclufion of the late war. But when the year 1791 arri- 
ved, the noble lord knows that ano her committee of the Houſe 
of Commons declared they did not conceive a poſſibility of 
forming a peace eſtabliſhment that ſhould coit leſs than about 
ſixteen millions annually; and that inſtead of foretelling the 
period, as the former committee had done, when the country 
could confine its expenditure within ſo narrow bounds, they 
did not even pretend to foreſee the time when our expences 
could be ſo far diminiſhed. When the noble lord ſtates fifteen 
millions to you as your probable peace eſtabliſhment, he knows 
allo, or he ought to know, that the average annual amount.of 
our expence from the year 1780 to the year 1791, as ſtated in 
the report of the Houſe of Commons, was fixteen millions 
eight hundred and fixtecn thouland nine hundred and eighty- 
five pounds; and that in reality I might ſtate it at a much 
larger ſum without fear of contradiction, * Yet in the face of 

all 
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all theſe ſacts, without any wiſh, as he ſtates, * to lead you into 
opinions more favourable than the truth will juſtify, the noble 
lord holds out the proſp ect of your entering on an immediate 
peace eſtabliſhment of fifteen millions, at a time too when he 


muſt ſee with certainty that the increaſed half-pay of the army 


and navy, the expences incident to barracks, the various new 
profuſe arrangements in all the Cepartments, the eſtabliſhment 
of a third Secretary of State, inſtituted for the purpoſe of ac- 
commodating one noble lord, and telegraphs erected with a per- 
manent eſt..bliſhment for the amuſement of another noble lord, 
muſt occaſion an additional expenditure of at leaſt five hundred 
thoufand pounds annually. 


Brovght forward * 10,994,301 © 61 
Ditto, 5th Jan. ) Intereſt 9,276,661 5 114 plan ” 
1787, to 5th Civil Lift, &c. 595,088 © 4x 
of Jan. 1788 J Million 1,400 000 © © 
i — 11,266,749 6 4 
Ditto, 5th Jan. ) Inteceſt 9,276,221 16 2 
1788, to 5th Civil Liſt, &c, 1,001,759 © 2 
Jan. 1789 Million 1,cco0,000 o o 
— — 11,277,980 16 51 
Ditto, 5th Jan. ) Intereſt 9,283,108 0 34 e 8 
1789, to 5th pCivil Liſt, &c. 1,009,573 11 8 
Jan. 1790 illion, 1,000,000 © © 
_ — 11,292,687, 11 114 
Ditto, 5th Jan. J Intereſt, . 9,289,625 7 24 
1790, to xth Civil Litt, &c. 1,007, 385 16 64 
Jan. 1791 Million 1,c00,000 © © 
: 15 11,297,011 3 8 
Intereſt or Tontine and Long Annuities — — 42,862 © © 
$5,171,675 18 11 
Iu — 223,455 2 11 
1757 — 145,786 8 4 
pc 1 = 4% 6/5 
4 1789 — 186,714 14 23 
1790 — 176,768 13 7 
— — 9 4,44 5 8 
F 36 6 $7,085,820 4 7 
I — 70 1 
Navy, army, ordnance, 2 1787 N25 % e * * 71 
and miſcellaneous $40 LING 8 los 
ſervices from iſt an. 7 993999759 13 2 
to 31ſt Dec. $709. = ECT 13-1 
| | 1790 $5,340,383 3 9 


- 26,233,178 14 5; 


83,323,998 19 0; 
Deficiency of grants in 
1785 made good in — 1786 — 127,138 3 21 
Ditto voted into ſinking fund 1786 — 1,285,0t4 18 3* 
Ditto, ditto — 1787 — 1,435,292 15 4F 
Ditto, conſolidated fund 1788 — $578,732 14 7 
| — 3.426, 328 17 6 
Ditto, mint 1786 and 1787 — — 17,000 12 6 
———— 
C. 86, 767, 328 3 0 
Average expenditure for five years 17,353,46;l, : 
See printed Speech, page 18. Having 
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Having ſtated to your lordſhips my objection to the premi- 
ſes, on which is founded the ailertion, that there will exiſt in 
the event of an immediate peace a ſurplus of three millions 
four hundred thouſand pounds; I muſt now beg to call your 
attention to the explanation given of the concluſion which has 
been drawn. I lament indeed, when a noble lord“ on a former 
day ſtated to this Houſe the grounds he had for not agreeing 
in thinking that there could poſſibly exift ſuch a ſurplus, that 
the unfortunate abſence of the noble .baron + deprived me of 
an opportunity of hearing his explanation. I have however 
to rejoice that I heard the explanation of the ſecretary of 
ſtate t, authorized by him to deliver it, as well as that of 
another noble lord, whoſe character for knowledge on theſe 
points made it more particularly intereſting 5. 

To the noble ſecretary of ſtate I will recapitulate the ex- 
planation he then gave on the ſubject of the ſurplus ſtated by the 
noble lord :;—Inſtead of eſtimating the future produce of the 
taxes by the actual receipt of this year, he choſe to take an 
average of the three years ending the 5th of January, 1796 : 
to this, which amounts to thirteen millions five hundred and 
forty-two thouſand three hundred and three pounds *, he added 
one hundred and twenty-eight thouſand pounds, the produce 
of the old tax on bills and receipts included in the papers on 
your table during all the three years, in the receipt of thenew 
duties; and twenty-three thouſand three hundred and thirty- 
three pounds, the third of ſeventy thouſand pounds, the amount 
of the old paper duty, included in the ſtatement before you in 
the new taxes of laſt year; and forty thouſand, the third of 
one hundred and twenty thouſand pounds paid laſt year as 
bounties to ſeamen, which, though undoubtedly received at 
the Cuſtom- Houſe, does not appear in the groſs receipt on 
your table. This, together with thirty-two thouſand pounds, 


*Lord Moira, + Lord Auckland. Þ Lord Grenville. & Lord Hawkeſbury, 


* Receipt of permanent taxes for three years, to January 1796. 
1794 13,813,290 
1795 13,674,992 ; 
1796 13,138,727 

To tliis add duties on bills and receipts included in new tax*s during all 
theſe three years — — —— 128,000 

A third of old paper duties, and of bountics paid to ſeamen out of the 
cuſtoms during the laſt year — —ͤ— 63,00 
Share of a 53d week — — — 32,000 
i.and and malt, as eſtimated by the committee — 2,553,000 
E*\mated produce of a lottery — — 2 $9,000 
dem expected from the Eat-India Company = — $00,000 


L£+17,072,000 
the 


Average of three years . 13,542,303 . 
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the ſhare of the fifty-third week, he ſtated as amounting to 
thirteen millions ſeven hundred and fixty-four or five thouſand 

unds : to this the noble lord added two millions five hun- 
dred and fifty-eight thouſand pounds, the produce of the land 
and malt tax, as eſtimated by the committee of the Houſe of 
Commons; he alſo took into his account two hundred and 
fifty thouſand, the eſtimated produce of an annual lottery, and 
five hundred thoutand, annually expected from the aſt-India 
Company: which makes in all the ſum of ſeventeen millions 
and ſeventy-two thouſand pounds; preſenting to your lord- 
ſhips an exceſs of upwards of two millions above the ſuppoſed 
peace eſtabliſhment, and forming, with the intereſt of nine- 
teen millons, the ſum already purchaſed by the finking fund, 
together with the new ſinking fund eſtabliſhed during the war, 
the boaſted ſurplus of three millions four hundred thouſand 
pounds. Now, my lords, I muſt beg your indulgence in 
offering a few obſervations on the propriety of the noble lord's 
adopting an average of the three laſt years, for the purpoſe of 
computing the probable receipt of the enſuing year. Averages, 


in forming all calculations, ought alone to be reſorted to when, 


from caſual fluctuations, the revenue to be aſcertained is ſome- 
times diminiſhing and ſometimes increaſing ; but when ſrom 
a permanent cauſe you ſee an uniform and gradual diminution, 
no inference from an average produce of paſt years can lead to 
a juſt conclufton concerning the receipt of the future. Yet 
the papers on your table not only prove that the revenue has 
fallen off from year to year, but even from quarter to quarter; 
as the total amount of the revenue for the laſt year, made up 
to the 5th of January, exceeds by nearly a hundred thouſand 
_— the produce of the year ending the 5th of April. 

ejecting therefore this appeal to averages, I mult ſubmit 
to your Jordſhips, that when we perceive this gradual and con- 
ſtant diminution, the more accurate mode of eſtimating the 
produce of a future year would be to ſuppoſe, that as the ſame 
caule exiſts, a diminution may probably take place in the next 
year proportionable to that which took place in the laſt. Cal- 
culated on this principle, the total receipt of the old taxes will 
only amount to twelve millions fix hundred and twenty-three 
thouſand five hundred and eighty-three pounds ; to which if 
you add the ſhare of the 53d week, the various ſums ariſing 
trom old duties included in the new taxes in the ſtatement now 
on the table, and tie bounties paid to ſeamen out of the cuſ- 
toms, the probable produce of the revenue, including the land 
and malt, as eſtimated by the committee, will be fifteen mil- 


lions five hundred and thuty-one thouſand fave hundred — 
f eighty- 


RS ues a; ¶ ie Sie 


eighty- three pounds * ; and this, my lords, is the total of 
whit I think I can fairly ſtate to the public, independent of 
the new taxes, as applicable to the future peace expenditure; 
For I cannot lay aſide all regard to the morals of the lower 
claſs of people in this metroplis ſo much, as to Hok forward 
to a permanent annual lottery ; and I cannot forget what paſt 
experience has taught me, ſo far as to build with any d' gree 
of certainty on the receipt of that ive hundred thouſand pounds 
from the Eaſt India Company, which has never been received 
but once, and which the miniſter at the head of the board of 
controul annually tells you it would be imprudent in the 
higheſt degree to demand. 

In offerirfty to your lordſhips my conjeRures concerning 
our future expences, I muſt remind you that I have read 
ſtated my reafons for thinking it abſurd to ſprak of fifteen 
millions as our probable expenditure if the bleflings of peace 
were reſtored to us, and the grounds on which I conceive that 
the loweſt eſtimate I can with juſtice make of our laſt peace 
eſtabliſhment is not what the committees fancied it would be, 
but what it actually proved to be on an average of five years, 
fixteen millions eight hundred and ſixteen thouſand pounds+. 
In eſtimating however our future expenditure, we muſt add 
the ſum of two hundred thouſand pounds annually voted for the 
ſinking fund, and a ſum of at leaſt five hundred thouſand 
pounds additional peace eſtabliſhment, which the increaſed 
half-pay of the army, and all the various new eſtabliſhments 1 


Total receipt of the taxes, if the d'\minution in conſequence 
of the war is as great during the preſent year as it was during 


the laſt — — — — £-12,624 534 
To which may be added a ſhare of the 53d week — 32,000 
Included in the new taxes what was formerly produced by taxes 

on bills and receipts — — — — 128,009 
Old duties on paper, included in the new taxes — — 70, o 
Bounties paid to ſeamen out of the cuſtoms — — 122,904 
Land and malt as eſtimated by the committee — — _ 2,553 000 


Total probable receipt of revenue, excluſive of the taxes la'd on 
during the war = — — — 15,537,884 


+ Total expence incurred in 5 years under the heads of Intereſt, Charges of 
the National Debt—Intereſt of Exchequer Bills—Civil Lit—Charges on the 
Aggregate and Conſolidated Funds—N avy— Army—Orenance— Militia—-Miſ- 
— Services—A ppropriated Duties and Annual Payment to the Sink 

und. 


For the year 1786, L. 16,720, 543 


1787, a. 16,620,783 r 
1788, — 16, 800, 96 ] Average C. 16,876,985. 
1789, = I 7,039,204 a 
1790, — 15,912,597 

Vor. IV. 1796. 4 A bave 
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have enumerated, muſt render abſolutely neceflary. Your 
lordſhips will then perceive, upon the ſuppoſition that the new 
taxes produce a ſufficiency to defray the expence for which 
they were impoſed, the annual peace expenditure being ſeventeen 
millions five hundred thouſand pounds, and the annual receipt 
only fifteen millions five hundred thouſand pounds, there will 
be a deficiency of two millions. But I am convinced that 
many of your lordſhips muſt have examined the papers on 
your table too carefully not to diſcover, that there is in reality 
a large deficiency in the produce of the new taxes. When 
laid on, they were eſtimated to produce two, millions eight 
hundred and forty-two thouſand pounds ; and on a curſory 
examination you may imagine, from the papers before you, 
that they have actually produced rather more than that ſum. 
I am certain however, that with a view to aſcertain the fair 
annual produce of the new taxes, you il] agree with me in 
thinking that we muſt take from the ſum ſtated in the account, 
three hundred and fifty thouſand pounds, the duties received 
on the ſtock of wine in the hands of the trader; a hundred 
and twenty-eight thouſand pounds, the produce of the old 
taxes on bills and receipts, now included in the new duties; 
and ſeventy thouſand pounds, the produce of the old paper duties, 
which are in the ſame ſituation, Your lordſhips will then ſce 
t1at there is a dehciency in the new taxes exceeding five hun- 
dred thouſand pounds ; which added to the two millions makes 
in all a probable deficiency of two millions five hundred thou- 
ſand pounds. This muſt be provided for, could we ſuppofe 
that we have already borrowed a ſufficiency, if peace ſhould 
be reſtored in the courſe of a few months, to diſcharge the 
neceſlary expence in winding up the concerns of the war; 
but I am afraid there is no reaſon to indulge ſuch a hope. I 
am convinced that your lordſhips muſt on the contrary think 
that I mention a ſum far inferior to what will in reality be re- 
quired, when I ſtate the probability of ten millions more being 
found neceflary : I am ſure there is no man who examines the 
papers on your table, and ſees that you have ſpent in the firſt 
quarter of this year for the ſervice of the army the ſum of 
eight millions two hundred thouſand pounds, and that you have 
contracted navy debt to the extent of two millions eight hun- 
dred thouſand pounds, who will heſitate in pronouncing that 
a much larger ſum than ten millions will be required. This 
however, if borrowed at the ſame intereſt with the loans of 
this year, will create a further deficiency of upwards of {ix 
hundred thouſand pounds: making in all a deficiency to the 
alarming extent of *three millions one hundred and nineteen 


thouſand pounds. Large as this ſum may appear, I ps 
5 co 
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could even ſtop here ; but when I know that the expence of 
the war laſt year exceeded the ſum of thirty-one millions, and 
that it is impoſſible, in a country where every ſpecies of pro- 
perty is fo largely taxed, that _— can be expended without 
contributing to the revenue, I muſt call your attention to the 
probable effect on the revenue of withdrawing the war expen- 
diture. I know this idea has been attempted to be ridiculed; 
but till ſome of your lordſhips will deign to ſhew the poſſibi- 
lity of the ſmalleſt expenditure taking place in this country 
without augmenting the revenue, I muſt continue to believe 
that a very large ſum, even of the preſent diminiſhed receipr, 
ariſes from the expences occaſioned by the war, and that a 
formidable diminution muſt take place when it is withdrawn. 
Is this all theory and ſpeculation ? Or are there not practical 
proofs of the truth of what I aſſert? I can hardly ſuppoſe the 
noble lord ſelected the year 1783, to compare againſt the year 
1796, rather than the year 1781-2, or any of the antecedent 
years of warfare, without examination. He I doubt not had 
diſcovered that the taxes fell, on withdrawing the expenditure 
of the American war, far above a million annually ; yet the 
war expenditure never then much exceeded twenty millions ; 
at preſent it conſiderably exceeds thirty millions: the perma- 
nent taxes were then little more than ten millions ; at preſent 
they are much above fiſteen, Should the revenue now diminiſh 
in proportion to the excels of the expenditure and the exceſs 
of the permanent taxes, as there is but too much reaſon ta 
apprehend it will, this would create a further deficiency of 
upwards of two millions five hundred thouſand pounds. But 
if it only amounted to the ſum of fifteen hundred thouſand 
pounds; that, together with the ſumsT have already ſtated, will 
create a deficiency of no leſs than four millions fix hundred 
thouſand pounds: an alarming proſpect of the ſituation of the 
country, but ſuch as I cannot help denke is authoriſed by 
reaſon and ſupported by proof, and ſuch as I am not afraid to 
ſubmit to your lordſhips and to, the public. If unfortunatel 
the preſent calamitcus conteſt be protracted for another year, 
it muſt make a melancholy addition to this ſtatement : we 
ſhall then be under the neceſſity of providing fot a ſum equal 
to the war expenditure of the preceding year, which mult oc- 
caſion a farther addition to the hürthens cf the people of this 
country of nearly two millions. 

Though I have felt it my duty, my lords, to make this 
ſtatement to your lordſhips, which I am afraid neither you nor 
the public can reaſonably pronounce exaggerated; yet, in the 
reſolutions I ſhall have the honour to ſubmit to this houſe, I 
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do not mean to propoſe to you any thing that can be deemed 
of an hypothetical or ſpeculative nature, however juſt I may 
conſider che grounds for fuch ſpeculation. Moſt of the reſo- 
lutions any recite facts upon which there can be no difference 
of opinion. The noble lords and I cannot differ about the 
amount of the debt contracted during the preſent war. Con- 
cerning the extent of the ſum voted excluſive of the civil liſt, 
or the amount of the permanent taxes which the preſent war 
has rendered it neceſſary to levy, there can be no diſpute, —l 
am perſuaded that all muſt agree in ſuppoſing a loan of ten 
millions will be neceſſary, over and above what is already pro- 
vided for winding up the enormous expences of the war. I 
believe your n on an examination of the accounts 
upon your table, will find reaſon to apprehend that a much 
larger ſum will be neceflary. - Your lordſhips and the public 
know, that you are in the annual habit of paſſing a bill for two 
hundred thouſand pounds to the finking fund, for which there 
is no proviſion z and I ſcarcely expect, after the details which 
have been ſubmitted to you, that there is any pexſon who will 
diſpute the neceſſity we ſhall be under of an increaſed peace 
expenditure to the extent of five hundred thouſand. The 
average annual expenditure of five years, as ſtated in 
the reſolutions, cannot be contradicted : it is taken from the 
report of the committee of the Houſe of Commons in 1791. 
But if theſe facts are clear and indiſputable, the inferences 
drawn in the reſolutions are ſuch as I am convinced your 
lordſhips cannot with propriety reject; for in calculating the 
probable amount of the revenue you will perceive that I have 
eſtimated the produce of the taxes in the moſt favourable mode 
that could poſſibly be adopted; that I have even gone the 
length of ſuppoſing, notwithſtanding the immenſe diminution 
in our productive capital which the expences of the war muſt 
have created, that the taxes may produce upon the return of 
peace a ſum equal to their average produce for four years to 
1793; and that I admit that the new taxes of this year will 
produce the ſum at which they have been eſtimated. Yet 
even in this moſt favourable mode of conſidering the ſubject, 
the concluſion is {till inevitable, that there will be a defi- 
ciency of one million nine hundred and forty-three thouſand 
five hundred and ſeventy pounds “. 


quarter's 


I have 
* RECEIPT. EXPENDITURE. 
Produce of the taxes ending Eſtabliſhment dur ng the 
5 April 1796, deducting laſt peace on an average 
the oc aſional payment of five years ending 5 
for wine, and adding a January 1791 16, 816,980. 
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I have ſtated in the reſolutions the expected produce from 
the lottery, and the five hundred thouſand pounds which it is 
ſuppoſed we ſhali receive from the Eaſt-India company: but 
as I cannot myſelf build my concluſions either upon ſuch miſ- 
chievous or fanciful ſources of revenue, I leave it for thoſe of 
your lordſhips who have fo far loſt all regard for the morals of 
the people 2s to think of a permanent lottery, or who, in de- 
ance of paſt experience, are ſtill ſo ſanguineas to fancy that five 
hundred thouſand pounds will be received from the Eaſt- India 
company, to draw the inference which the receipt of thoſe 
ſums would juſtify, Let me however remark, that even on 
the ſuppoſition that the taxes would produce a ſum equal ta 
the average of their produce during the laſt four years of peace; 
that the new taxes ſhould produce to the extent of the ſum for 
which they were given; that the Eaſt-India company ſhould 
pay the five hundred thouſand pounds that is expected; and 
that the lottery ſhould be adopted as a permanent ſource of re- 
venue; there will be a deficiency of upwards of one million, 


inſtead of a ſurplus of three millions four hundred thouſand 


pounds which has been talked of to the public. 

My lords, 1 am perfectly ſenſible, that in diſcuſſing the ſtate 
of our revenue before your lordihips I ſubject myſelf to much 
calumny. I know there are thoie who will affere that ſuch 
ſtatements can only ferve as an encouragement to our enemies, 
who will conſider it as likely to promote in them an inclina- 
tion to continue this unfortunate war, or to inſiſt upon unrea- 
ſonable conditions of peace. To prevent the calumnies of the 
malicious is impoſſible ; but I ſhould be forry indeed not to 
feel ſatisfied in my own mind that the fource of every inſinua- 
tion of this deſcription muſt be evident. Can we really ſup- 
poſe, if the ſituation of our revenue was even more deſperate 
than the circumſtances of the caſe have authoriſed me to tate 


to 
quarter's receipt on the Sum annually voted to the 
taxes collected only dur- ſinking fund aco, ocol⸗ 
ing three quarters 15. 603.28 5l. Intereſt on a loan of 
Improvement ſuppoſed to | o, oo, ol. 
take place on che retutn Addit.onal peace eftabliſh- 
of peace, if the old taxes ment — rod, oool. 


produce as much as they 

did on an average of four 

years antecedent to the 

war. — 757,480l. 
Eſtimated produce of the 

taxes of the preſent ſeſſion 1,678,0c0l. 
Lind and mait as eftimated 

dy the committee 2,58, cool. i; 


Intereſt payable on the money 
borrowed during the war 4 423,451» 


. 20,596,76 gl. 22,547,338. 
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to your lordſhips, that our enemies would from thence con- 
clude our exertions were likely to be diminiſhed in war? No, 
my lords, the French of all nations are the laſt who can think 
that derangement of finance can impede exertion againſt ex- 
ternal enemies: they muſt have benehtted little indeed by th: 
experience of their own fituation for the laſt three. years, if 
they can flatter themſelves that derangement or even the ruin 
of ſucceſſive ſyſtems of finance can check the exertions of 
2 country againſt its enemies, Whilſt I have therefore the 
happineſs to think that by ſuch inveſtigations I can do no in- 


Jury, I have the fatisfaQion to feel, that by laying open the 


ſituation of the finances of the country I have the proſpect of 
doing much good. For if in this age we have learnt that de- 
rangement of finance conſtitutes no impediment to the exer- 
tions a nation may diſplay againſt its enemies, we have had 
awful experience of the fatal effects attending it on the inte- 
rior government of a country. It is to the public, who are 
in poſſeſſion or tnis knowledge, I wiſh, through the ſtatement 
J have made, to appeal; for, from the miniſter I expect no- 
thing. He indeed has had the direction of the revenue at a 
time when he might have done more honour to himfelf, and 
entailed more important benefits on his country, than any man 
ever had an opportunity of doing. But who can reflect upon 
the management of the finances of this nation without re- 
gretting the infallible evidence of incapacity it exhibits—with- 
out feeling for the ill- placed pufillanimity that prevented ſome 
of thoſe taxes which the war has rendered neceſſary from being 
brought forward at the commencement of the laſt peace—a 
meaſure that would have inſured to the country all the benefits 
it muſt have derived from adopting thoſe improved plans for 
liquidating the national debt ſubmitted to the government by 
the late Dr. Price. But the timidity that prevented the im- 
poſition of taxes for the beneſicial purpoſes of extinguiſhing 
the debt, has totally vaniſhed when the miſchievous expences 
of warfare are to be provided for. Annual additions have been 
made to that ſinking fund which it was thought formerly im- 
practicable to augment; leaving us but too juſt reaſon to con 
clude, that however the public may look forward to it as af- 
fording the only probable proſpect of future relief to the people 
of this country, from the oppreſſive taxes to which they are 
ſubjected, the government of the country regard it as an engine 
by which they may with the greater facility augment our debt, 
and conſequently increaſe our burthens. That it has this 


cticct is certain. No man can look at the price of our funds, 


at 
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at the ſums of money which have been borrowed, and the in- b | 
tereſt which has been paid for it, without being convinced of 1 


the operation of the ſinking fund in this point ot view. In wile, 
in cautious hands, who could be encouraged to involve the 
country in none but expences of abſolute neceſſity, and thoſe 
conducted with frugality, this might be conſidered as one of 
the moſt advantageous circumſtances of this financial ſyſtem z 
but it affords a melancholy object of contemplation to perceive, 
that the favourite point of view in which our miniſters regard 
it, is the facility it gives the carrying on with unprecedented 
profuſion a conteſt, which, as it derived its origin from their 
pre;udices, owes its continuation to their pride and obſtinacy. 
in the hands of a raſh and unthinking artiſt, the perfection of 
the machinery only enables him to do the greater degree of 
miſchief ; and it is that your lordſhips and that the public may 
be convinced of the extent of the miſchief already done, that [ 
recommend to your molt ſerious conſideration the following 


R ESOLUTIONS, 

1. That it appears to this Houſe, that the amount of the funded debt incurred 
during the preſent war is 93, 846, ocol. 

II. That it ap ears to this Houſe, that the ſum voted for the ſervice of the 
preſent year (exclufive of the civil liſt and inteteſt of the national debt) amounts 
to 33,262,3621. 

III. That it appears to thiz Houſe that the amount of permanent taxes impoſed 
Curing the preſent war 's 4 423,351. 

IV. That it appears to this Houſe, that a ſum of ten millions muſt, on the con- 
clufion of the war, be raifed, for the diſcharge of arrears and other incumbrances, 
'hc intereſt of which, including the provifion to be made by the 324 of Geo. III. 
c. 55, will amount to 6co, oool. 

V. That it appears to this Houſe, that the ſum of 200,00c1. is annually voted 
dy parliament to be added to the fund for the reduction of the national bt. 

VI. That the probable increaſe of the peace eilabliſiment, at the concluſion of 
the preſent war, will amount to go, Ol. 


— 
po — 


VII. That the annual peace expenditur?, calculated on an average of five years, 


* 


*nJing 5th January 1791, and including the ſum annually applied to the reduction 


—_—_ 


| the national debt, amounted to the ſum of 16,816,9341, 
VIII. That it appears to this Houſe, that the abovementioned ſums of 
r6,916,9%41.-—-500,000l,-200 001, bco,cocl. and 4 423,5 11. making to- 


z*her the ſum of 22,540, 3351. muſt be provided for, as the loweſt future peace 
*rpenditure which can be eſtimated, even ſuppoſing the war to conclude with the 
j:eſent year. 
IX, That it appears to this Houſe, that the total produce of the taxes for the 
-* yeac 
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- year ending the th of April 1796, deduRting an occaſtonal payment for the ſtock 
of wine on hand, amounted to 15.603, 28 5 J. dnn 
X. That it appeais to this Houſe, that the eſtimated produce the bew ture 
impoſed in the preſent ſeſſion is 15, 603,28 öl. TIT H AL „mr, 
XI. That it appears to this Houſe, that the land and malt taxes are calculates 
dy a committee of the Houſe of Commons to produce the ſum of 2, 5 58, bol. 
8 XII. That it appears to this Houſe, that, calculating the amount of the taz: 
exiſting previous to the war to produce the ſame on the return of peace, as they dd 
on an average of four years immediately preceeding the war, an improvement in 
the preſent revenue may be expected to the amount of 757, 480l. N | 
XXII. That it appears to this Houfe, that the abovementioned ſums of 
15.603,28 5l.—1 678, oc0l.—2, ;58,00cl.—and 757.4801 making together the 
fim ef 20, 596,76 5l. afford the only reſources at preſent. exiſting, which can he 
Katet as applicable to the future peace expenditure, and that the ſum of 
1,942, 5701. (being the difference between the future peace ex endituie, eſtimated 
2s above at 22, 540, 335, and the future peace income, F as above at 
20, 596,76 fl.) will remain to be provided for. x Bag * 3 
XIV. That it appears to this Houſe, that the ſum of 500,000). is annua'ly due 
from the Eaſt - India company to the public, provided that a certain ſurplus profit 
atiſes to the ſaid company, after diſcharging the whole of their regular payments; 


bot that no payment on the above account bas been received by the public, 
fnce the firſt of April 1794. | 
XV. That it appears to this Houſe, that a lottery may be eſtimated ao produce 
_ a ſum of about 250,0col. 


Lord Auckland ſaid, that he felt himſelf called upon to give 
the beſt anſwer in his power, to the long and argumentauve 
88 which the noble car] had ſo particularly directed to him. 

n the opening cf that ſpeech, the noble earl had made a deep 
and juſt remark, which could not be too ſtrongly impreficd 
on the attention of the noble earl himſelf and cf their lord- 
_ ſhips,” He had obſerved, that the finance of every country 

is implicated with, the government of the country, and had 
delt, with great force of expreflion, on the fatal effects ot 
a derangement. of finance, in the origin and progreſs of the 
French revolution, I he noble carl had then procceded 40 an 
aſſertion, and to an attempt to prove, that there exiſts between 
the revenue and expenditure of Great Britain, a deficit larger 
than the French deficit in 1789. The noble carl at the ſame 
time lamenied, and certainly with much reaſon, his misfortune 
in being compelled to repreſent, the circumſtances of his 
.: count: y in ſo deplorable a predicament. It was in the ſame Bl 
- Jpirit, and with the ſame ,g059 principles, and with the ſame WM « 
u concean for the public intgreſts, chat the noble mata : at 
"ET TS en n 
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who firſt introduced theſe diſcuſſions, had exclaimed that, © it 
was impoſſible for the mind of man to conceive a more fright- 
ful picture of the ſituation of a country.” Lord Auckland 
(aid, that in thus reminding the two noble lords of their ex- 
preſſions, he ſaw with complacency the advantages of his own 
poſition, in the preſent conteſt with them. Their undertaking 
Jed them, in deſpite of their wiſhes, to decry, and to debaſe the 
efficiency and means, and proſperity of the Britiſh empire : 
on his part, the conviction of his mind impelled him to declare 
loudly to his countrymen, to Europe, and to all mankind, that 
our revenues are ſolidly good, that our manufactutes are 
thriving, that our commerce is increaſed heyond all example: 
in a word, that we poſſeſs actual proſperity, and great reſources, 
He was aware, that, in maintaining ſuch doctrines, he ſhould 
find in the mind of every Engliſhman a diſpoſition to meet 
him more than half way, But that conſideration would give 
him caution rather than confidence ; he felt ſolicitous not ta 
eret a viſionary fabric on the diſpoſition of his hearers. 
The noble earl reminded him that he had in like manner been 
ſanguine amidſt the misfortunes of the American war; and 
that, in a publication of 1779 he had * that the veſſel of 
the ſtate would ride ſafe through the ſtorm. He acknow- 


ledged the fact and reverted to it with ſatisfaction. He had 


been guided in 1779 by the ſame principle which guided him 
at preſent ; an anxious with to repel every attempt (whatever 
might be its motive) to lower the credit of our finances, and 
the ſpirit and courage of the people. He thought at that 
period, as in the preſent day, that ſo long as we can feel and 
appreciate our own ſtrength, we have nothing eſſential to fear 
from the malignity, and mad exertions of our enemies. 

In the debate of the ſecond of the month, he had had the 
honour to ſubmit ſeveral ſtatements to their lordſhips. The 
noble earl had now thought proper to controvert all thoſe 
ſlatements, and in return had produced a detailed ſyſtem of 
our revenues and reſources, under the ruined circumſtances in 
which the noble ear] unhappily ſuppoſed them to he involved. 
It was not from any diſreſpeCt that he muſt decline examining 
the noble earl's poſitions. The mere attempt would lead him 
into a length of 2 to which he could not expect to 
engage their lordſhips attention; and it was unneceſlary, 
His ſtatements, and thoſe of the noble earl were utterly oppo- 
ſite and contradictory to each other; if the one ſyſtem could 
be ſupported, the other muſt give way. He ſhould think it 
ſufficient therefore to maintain his own poſitions againſt the 
attacks which had been made upon them; he would ſhew 

Vox. IV. 1796. 4B that 
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that the objections adduced are trivial, or ill founded, or in- 
applicable, It would then reſt in their lordſhips candour and 
judgment to impute, to whomſoever it might be imputable, 
the charge of attempting to miſlead the public by **flippant 
levities, or inſidious ſubtleties, or by quirks and 1 7 of 
finance.” 
Lord Auckland now proceeded to a review of the ſtatement 
which he had delivered to the Houſe in the former debate; 
the noble earl, he ſaid, had begun by objecting to the periods 
ſelected for the comparative price of the three per cent. conſols, 
and had gravely aſked him, why he had not taken the 24 ct 
May, 1783, inſtead of January 1784. The anſwer was moſt 
obvious: he was comparing our ſituation in the actual period 
of war, with the ſituation of the country at the end of 1783, 
when the general pacification had recently taken place; with 
that view he had Iooked to the price of ſtocks in the opening 
of 1784, and had given the reſult fairly and accurately, The 
noble earl had applied a ſimilar objection to the periods taken 
for contraſting the price of India ſtock ; but feeling that the 
period which he prefers, would have made no material diffe- 
ence, he has recourſe to another argument, and lays a gteat 
ſtreſs on the increaſed dividend of two and a half per cent. 
which had taken place ſince in 1784. In anſwer to thi: 
Lord Auckland deſired him to repeat what he had ſtated in the 
firſt debate, that © if the encreaſed dividend had not reſted on 
the ſolid ground of great and increaſing proſperity, it would 
only have contributed after a certain interval to deprels the 
ſtock inſtead of raifing it.“ Sp 

The noble earl had next objected to the comparative ſtate- 
ments of imports and exports, and was pleaſed to ſay that 
there was much in the preſent circumſtances of the country, 
and the reduced trade of our enemy, which led him to con- 
ſider the augmentation of our trade as temporary and not per- 
manent.” But ſurely ſuch vague and ſpeulative phraſes were 
no anſwers to the poſitive facts adduced to ſhew the increaſed 
proſperity of our commerce. The noble earl, however, had 
added that the increaſe of the imports aud exports, had not 
occaſioned a proportionable increate of revenue. Lord Auck- 
land faid that he felt aſhamed to dwell on ſuch objections 
che noble earl was too well informed not to know, that the 
nett produce of our revenue is no criterion of the extent of 
our foreign trade. But Why would the noble earl in diſcuſſ- 
ing this point, ſuffer to 'pals unobſerved the important facts, 
that in 1783 the value of Britiſh manufactures exported was 
105,409,000). 3. and that in 1795 it had riſen to 155426 f 
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Muſt not his filence reſpecting thoſe facts be conſidered by 
their lordſhips as an admiflion. of them, and of the obviaus in- 
ferences which had been drawn from them ? 5 
The noble earl had next proceeded to the cotton wool, and 
was of opinion that the importation of that article in 1783, 
ſhould have been ſtated at 5,800,000 lbs. inſtead of 5,000,090 
bs. Be it ſo,!---It is then admitted by the noble earl that 
this latter period, this epoch of deſolation and of ruin, the? 
portation of raw cotton for the uſe of our manufactures is fot 
times as great as it was in the firſt year of the laſt peace. 
The noble earl would be found equally unſucceſsful in his 
remarks on the exports of Britiſh merchandize to India; the 
noble earl had heard that thoſe exports for 1795-6 had been 
computed at 1,100,0001.- inſtead of *2;205b06l, In fact, 
the exports by the Eaſt-India company, for 1795 had” been 
about 1, 300, oool. as the inſpector general's accounts would 
ſhew : but in that amount the bullion had not been included ; 
nor the value of goods exported in private trade; which latter 
object alone might be eftimated at 5 or GO οõjꝓukt,t l. 
And here Lord Auckland ſaid, he would take occaſion to 
correct a miſtake, in his ſtatement of the net revenues of the 
different ſettlements of the E:{t India company, above the 
charges in 1795: he .ought to have ſtated them at about 
2,000,000!. inttead” of 2,600,0001. His firſt account had 
deen taken frem the parliamentary papers; but a correQed 
eftimate had fince been laid before the Houſe of Commons, 
It was evident, that the ſum thus reduced, was ampiy ſufficient 
ſor the general purpoſe of his comparative view, 4 5 
The noble earl had not ohjected to the comparative ſtate- 
ments of the Eaſt India company's ſales. But here alſo a cor- 
rection was neceflary., The office which furniſhed the ac- 
count for 1795, had inadvertently omitted the private trade, 
and the amount inſtead of being 6,191,894]. ought to have 
been ſtated at 7,718,265). Lord Auckland faid that he ad- 
verted to this miſtake with 'pleaſure, becauſe it had operated 
againſt the line of argument which he withed to maintain. 
The next object in the ſtatements of the 2d of May, which 
the noble earl's undertaking ſhould have Ted him to contravert, 
was the great comparative increaſe of Britiſh ſhipping. But 
his lordſhip had thought proper to palſy jt iu filence, though 
certainly it was a diſtinguiſhed feature in the picture of national 
proſperity, and might be conſidered as an unequivocal proof of 
the ſucceſsful energy of our countrymen, amidit the calamitous 
circumftances of the times. . Wo? 
The noble earl had next proceeded to the ſubject of finanee, 
and had queſtioned ſtrongly the accuracy of the aſſertion, 
4B 2 tat 
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that the net produce of the permanent taxes, on a three years 
d bs the 5th of January 1796, had been above two mil- 
lions ſterling, more than the net produce of the ſame taxes, on 
a three years average to the gth of January 1784. Lord 
Auckland ſaid that it would be faſtidious and fatiguing to go 
into a detailed explanation of all the official accounts on which 
his aſſertion had been founded ; but as a general proof of the 
tement in queſtion the following explanation might ſuffice. 

It was in their lordſhips recollection, as an undiſputed fact, that 
the annual amount of permanent taxes on a three years average 
to the 5th of January 1784 was 9,876,0001. Let it next be 
obſerved that the total annual amount of the ſame permanent 
taxes on a three years average to the 5th of Jan. 1796, accord. 
ing to the papers before parliament, had bcen 13,729,000]. 
Add one-lixth of a 53d week * - 22, 00ol. 


"XY 


J , Total 2 3,761,c001* 
Dedu®t for the taxes impoſed from 1584 to 1992, and ſor 82 
other charges and improvements made in the revenue 5 
- during that period : | - 1, 4070 l 


1 — r 


W 


' Remains. 12,561,000), 


If the noble lord ſhould not be ſatisſied with the deduction, 
let him carry it to half a million ſterling more: the reſult will 
Fill be amply ſufficient to juſtify the aFertian which he con- 
troverts. | | | 
The attention of their lordſhips had next been called to the 
navy debt; and the noble earl had aſked with great earneſtneſs, 
why the ſtatements of the ad of May, had given the navy debt 
as it ſtood on that day, when the amount, outſtanding, and 
unprovided, was only 2,300,000]. and not as it ſtood in De- 
cember laſt, when the amount was near 11, ooo, oool. The 
noble earl ſhould have recollected, that it was the expreſs pur- 
- Poſe of the comparative view to exhibit our actual ſituation, and 
among other confolatory objects to ſhew that our reſources 
had been ſuch as to enable us, in this advanced period of the 
war, to provide for aboye eight millions of navy debt, and to 
educe it as low as it had been in time of peace. 
A ſimilar reaſoning would furniſh a compleat anfwer to all 
that the noble ear] had brought forwards on the ſubject of bank 
. advances; their amount had been ſtated on the 2d of May, at 
fix millions and net at eleven, obviouſly becauſe proviſion had 
lately berh made by the energy of parliament for funding five 
millions of what was due under that head. Iz 10 
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In the next object of the noble earl's attack, he has fallen 
into à ſtrange error. He wonders how any man can pte- 
*« ſume to come forward with ſuch a ſtatement to parliament 
« and to the public. Ihe unfunded debt (he ſays) is repre- 
te fented as amounting in January 1794 to twenty {even mil- 
« lions-— May 2d 1796, it is tated as nothing.” Ihe won- 


der is, how any perſon poſſeſſing the noble earl's acuteneſs and 


attention, can fo totally have miſtaken the plain and obvious 
purport of the paſlage in queſtion. It would now be a ſufſfi- 
cient reply to refer to that paſſage, in which, after ſtating the 
outſtanding debt in 1784, the following expreſſions were uſed. 
« No ſum is placed in oppoſition to this amount of twenty 
& ſeven millions ſterling. Eſtimating the debts actually out- 
« flanding and throwing into the oppolite ſcale the whole 
« ſupplies for which taxes are already found, it might be tated 
& that certainly there is no outitanding balance of debt unpro- 
&« vided for at this day; ſuch and fo efficient have been the 
« meaſures adopted and purſued for: procuring an accumu- 
« lation of unfunded debt: 1 2 

Qn the ſubject of the ſinking fund, little or nothing had 
been ſaid that ſeemed to call for a reply. The noble earl did 
not deny that 1783, the firſt year of peace, there had been no 
2pplicable ſinking fund. On the contrary, it wes notorious 


that both in that, and the whole of the two following years 


there was a great deſiciency of revenue below the peace ex- 
penditure. he noble earl had proceeded to doubt, whether 
there could be ſaid to be any applicable ſinking fund in the 
preſent year, becauſe large loans had been made for the pur- 
poſes of the war; But ſurely it muſt be evident to their lord- 


hips, that if the permanent revenues produce a ſum beyond 


the ordinary peace eltabliſhment, equal to two millions five 


- hundred thouſand pounds, and if that ſum is made irrecover- 


ably applicable to the gradual diſcharge ot the debt; the ſtate- 
ments given on that point upon the 2d of May, are conſiſtent 
both witk candour and with truth, This would beſt appear 
from the next article of the comparative ſtatements, which 

alone remained to be diſcuſſed. Baar 
It had been aſſerted in that article that “ the amount of tre- 
venue heli the computed expenditure on a peace eftabliſh+ 
* ment of fifteen millions in 1783, was 2,000,000.” *-And 
that «© the amount of the revenue abe the computed expen- 
© diture, on a ſimilar peace eſtabliſhment, with the addition 
© of increaſed charges for the debt incurred by the preſent war, 
was 3, 400, oool.“ The noble earl's firſt objection to theſe 
ulertions is that “ they hold out the produce of the ſinking 
fund 
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fund as diſpoſable, like any other ſurplus at the will of parlia- 
ment.“ It would be a ſtrange doctrine, to ſay, that the 
produce of the ſinking fund is not diſpoſable by parliament. 
But the noble earl will have the candour to refer to the ſtate- 
ments in queſtion ; which after being delivered in parliament, 
were printed and publiſhed under the perſuaſion that their a-- 
curacy would bear the teſt of the ſevereſt diſcuſſion. He wil! 
find in the thirty-fourth page of thoſe ſtatements, that © the an- 
% nual million, ſet apart in 1786, is to be inviolably applied 
c to the reduction of the debt, till the accumulation, with 
«other acceſſions and expiring annuities ſhall amount to 
& 4,000,000), a year, from which peroid there will revert 
c annually to the diſpoſal of parliament, taxes equal to what- 
cc ever part of the national debt may be repurchaſed by the ap- 
ce plication of four millions a year:“ and that & the other branch 
« of the ſinking fund was eſtabliſhed in 1792 in conſequence 
« of which, an addition of one per cent, of the capital is now 
& provided, for the gradual] diſcharge of every new debt creat. 
« ed.” "There is nothing ſurely in this deſeription of the ſink- 
ing funds which tends to affect their permanency, 

The noble earl's next objection to this article of the ſtate- 
ments, is, that it imphics a poſſibility of our peace expendi- 
ture, amounting to fo ſmall a ſum as "fifteen millions. Here 
alſo if the noble earl will refer to the ſpeech in queſtion, he 
will find it expreſsly obſerved, that the future peace eſtabliſn- 
ment may eventually exceed the ſuppoſed amount, but on the 
other hand that the return of peace is likely to give an increaſe 
of revenue; and at any rate, that the computation of a ſur- 
plus revenue of 3,400,000]. will give near 1,000,000]. a year, 
applicable to increaſed expences and contingencies, and exclu- 
ſive of 2,500,000l. of the two accumulating finking funds. 
In order to preclude this reply, the noble earl ſtates the nati- 
onal expenditure during five years of the late peace, as having 
exceeded ſeventeen millions a year. But the moſt curſory 
peruſal of his own details will ſhew to him, that he has in- 
cluded large ſums to the amount of ſeveral millions ſterling, 
which do not come within any deſcription of a regular pcace 
eſtabliſhment, 

The noble earl feeling the weakneſs of theſe objections, has 
recourſe to another mode of attack, and calls in queſtion the 
date on which the ſuppoſed ſurplus of 3,400,000. is founded. 
The noble carl profeſles to think that the revenue ought to be 
eſtimated, not by an average of years, but by the produce of 
the pretent year, a third year of war. The mere ſtatement 


of luch a propotition is a ſufficient refutation of it; and yet 
| it 
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it would not be difficuit to obtain the reſult in queſtion, with- 
in a ſnall ſum, by purſuing a mode evidently ſo defective : 
In the preſent iuſtance, however, the following mode had 
been adopted. 

The taxes impoſed to anſwer the charge created by the war 
not being brought forward, becauſe accounts of their pro- 
duce cannot yet be obtained, it was preſumed that that pro- 
duce would be equal to the amount at which it had been eſti- 
mated, which was 4, 500, oool. Of that ſum about 7 50,0001. 
is made applicable to redeeming the principal, and forms what 
may called the ſecond ſinking fund. The annual profit of the 
lottery, and an annual payment on the participation, eſta- 
bliſhed by law, and accruing from the Eaſt India Company, 
were alſo included. Subject to theſe explanations, the ſtate- 
mem in queſtion had been formed as follows : 


ett produce of permanent taxes to Jan. 5, 1794 — — 13,941, oool. 


1795 —— 13, Soa, oocl. 
1796 — — 13,475. cool. 
41,198, cool. 


It ſhould here be remarked that in ſtating the laſt year's 
account, an addition had been made beyond the amount, which 
appeared in the accounts Jaid before parliament of about 


zoo, oool. for bounties paid in the laſt year to ſeamen ; for the 


53d week; for the produce of repealed taxes; and for ſome 
maller particulars. 


The average of the ſum above tated will be about — 13,730,000, 
The land and malt _ _ 2,5 58, o0ol. 
Annual profit by a lotte — — I 252,000l, 
7:4 India payment — — r 1 Soo, oool. 
\-:umulated profit of the firſt ſinking fund — — Bog, oool. 
Amouat of the ſecond finking ſund — — — 7 50,000l, 

——— 


Total 18, 583,000l. 


DeduQting from the above total 15,200,000]. as a ſuppoſed 


peace expenditure, there will remain a lum, higher even than 
tnat which had been given inthe {ſtatement of the 2d of May; 
of which ſum as has already been explained, about 2,500,000). 


are conſidered as applicable to the diſcharge of the debt, and 


the remainder to ſuch additions of expence. as the circum- 


itances of this empire, and of nations, may make expedient 


on the returnof peace. 
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Their lordſhips will at the ſame time be pleaſed to remark, 
as a collateral proof that there had been no wiſh to inflate and 


ſwell the account, that it might with fairneſs of reaſon have 


been taken on a peace average, in which caſe it would hayc 
been 450,000]. higher; For example: 


Nett produce of the revenue to the 5th Jan, 1791 — 14,72, o00l. 
' 1792 — — 14,132,009}, 

1793 — 14,284,020. 

Total 42,438,000], 


The average of which wil! be 14, 162, ocol. 


There was every probable ground of hope that on the retury 
of peace, our revenue might revert to the height which it bad 
attained, previous to the war. | Lord Auckland here concluded 
his reply by recalling to their lordſhips attention the poſi- 
tion with which he had ſet out.] He had undertaken to mait- 
tain the accuracy, or at leaſt the general fairneſs and veracity 
of his own ſtatements. He conceived that he had fully ac- 
compliſhed that taſk, and conſequently that it was unneceſſary 
for him to diſcuſs the ſpeculative eſtimates brought forward 
by the noble earl. In conſiderations of ſuch extent and im- 
portance, fo various in their nature, and ſo liable to be varied 
by unforeſeen circumſtances and events, it would be pres» 
ſumptuous to offer predictions ; but ſurely every exiſting 
account of our revenue and reſources ; the flouriſhing ſtate of 
our agriculture, manufactures, and commerge ; and every 
apparent evidence of internal opulence and proſperity, gave a 
conſolatory and cheerful picture of the ſituation and proj 
of the Britiſh empire, amidſt the ſtorms which are ſhaking 
ſo many other nations to their centre, 

Earl Meira ſaid, the able detail which the noble lord (Lau- 
derdale) had entered into would render it unneceſſary for him 
to trouble their lordſhips long. He ſhould therefore confine 
what he had to ſay to a few ſentences, as he could only re- 
peat what he had been able to ſtate the other day in anſwer to 
the noble baron's argument, viz. that all their lordſhips mult 
meaſure the revenues and expenditure as he did by facts and 
experience, and not by ſpeculation. He joined in the preſent 
debate reluctantly, but he joined in it in conſequence of what 
had juſt fallen from the noble baron, becauſe he conceived 
the noble baron had made uſe of ſuch expreflions as would act 
in a very dangerous manner, exprettions which had un- 
— been too often uſed, and too invidiouſly _— 
| ul 
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but which, he apprehended muſt be ſoon exploded, as it might 
be fatal to continue the illuion. He rded” that as the 
moſt matily and the ſafeſt policy which Jooked diſtinctiy at 
objects, and decided diſpaſſionately and un ant = org upon 
them. He wiſhed their lordſhips and the noble baron, there- 
fore to look diſtinctly at the ſituation of this'countty, to look 
diſtinctly at her difficulties, and ta ſeek for remedy "and for 
reſources, leſt they ſhould be found too late, hen they might 
not be able to apply them. He wiſhed to advert to one 3 
however, ſole! becauſe if he attempted to introduce new 
matter it — 1 miſlead him from the argument, ard leave n 
end to diſputation. He wiſhed the vr ene (he beg ge 
his pardon, he ref to ſay the noble n, thqugh pe chaps 
he 10 ke b * 5 ben lie called him noble Seetary ry) be 
wiſhel the noble Brian to adheres to that point of the gu- 
ment which ſtated the produce of the taxes as they really were 
and not as they had been, and from that let him judge how far 
they Would anſwer compared with public” expenditure; 
This” he ddubted very mich, and thoaght it fohy to look at 
peace "eftabliſhmierits of former years as an eſtimate of the 
future.” He deſtred the noble baron and theit —_— to re- 
member that of all years to eſtimate upon the 1791, was 
the moſt improper,” becauſe” the revenue had affered a dimis 
ruti6r in the 3 pt of the permanent taxes this year as taken 
in compariſon to tar the athgurit" of 3,500,009]; and taken 
during e Whole of the war to à ſum above 1 boo, oool. The 
noble dorf er erer, hd*conſolel bine kd” thei lords 
hi ps, by remafking that im eaſe the permanent «taxes ſhould 
1. de ſufficient, 15 eat were the exertions of the 
and. inerten ur reſources, that we we Vet able to 
furnith other impoſts. In anſwerto this he would remind the 
Houſe “ Yor call fpi irits from the vaſty deep, but will 
they come when © ou do' 2 them ?”* He feared the taxes 
0 nearly exhau They might lay freſh burdens on the 
people, but he was apprehenfive” at 4 the diſtreſs which choſe 
additional impoſts would ereate, would" finally” deſtroy” the 
ſources of their produce. Suech has been the effeck already to 
ſome degree in their cuftonis,” which had evidently” failed. If 
the receipts of the cuſtbins I 1 24 0 were compared with 
1786,” and fo upwards from that vehr to 179, they —.—— 
found” to have ſuffered a very des Wees {Ini the” _ 
compariſon to the amount of 306,000! and iti" the hi 
850,0001.” Such was- the q 1 and Bearing of "the lap 
now, and What” they ey might be hereafter as too mefanch 
to conjecture. In IN med 3 tue Band 
Vol. IV. 1796. 
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fund, he found he had deviated from the touchſtone on the 
table, alluding to the papers there; and yet he made that the 
1 his argument for the proſperity of the country. 
eckoning the permanent taxes at 15,000,000), on the ſquare 
calculation, the land and malt 2,500,009l which would make 
27,500,000. and the lottery and the 500, oo0l. to be paid 
from the ſurplus of the Eaſt India Company's profits, and 
the ſurpluſage of the conſolidated fund, would make ninetecn 
millions, and yet he did not think the revenue would be para- 
mount, not even competent to the expenditure. The noble 
baron computed the ordinaries of the peace eſtabliſhment at 
1 000, oool. It 'hM been argued upon reaſonable grounds, 
thay it would be imprafticable to bring the ordinary expences 
within the ſum of 1 5, oo. . e were in ge- 
neral . in their nature as to admit of an eaſy and 
almgRt'exadt caleulation, except in fome inſtances of the ord- 
nance, victualhimg, and ual ſervice, when | ealculatin 
upon thok three articles alone from 1786 to 1791, the exce 
had been found to amount to 800,000l. He did not in- 
clude. the expence of the armament in this amount, becauſe 
ſpecial taxes were provided for it. He deſited to have it te- 
membered, that he argued upon facts, and that he argued upon 
nothing proſpeFively.. From theſe facts, eſtabliſhed by the 
papers on the table, it appeared that in the years between 1786 
and 1791, the ordiuary expences amounted to fifteen millions 
and a balf, without the expences now of late incurred by build- 
ing barracks, io which were to be added two millions and a 
half of funded deby, making upon the whole a ſum, of eightcen 
millions and a half. What was to be ſet againſt this, and 
bow was this balanced? On the other ſide there was the 
uſual revenue of 15,000,000). with half a million increale of 
taxes to be put againſt it, to which was to be added, the mil- 
lion of _ the, ſinking fund, making a proviſion of ſeventeen 
millions and a halt. Still there remained, however, a million 
to be Providers tor which there was only the 500,000]. of the 
Eaſt India Company. He recollected the ſurptus of the lot- 
tery, but deſired their lord(hips to recollect alſo what further 
ſums remained to be provided fog. 7,500,000]. had been 
borrowed to provide for. the funding of 4+500,0008. of na.) 
bills, and. 500000). of exchequer, bills, and there remained 
. $00,000). to be provided for, and there ; ere 390,0001., more 
tor which no proviſion was het made. Was this ſtatement 
more to be relied upon than that of the noble baron ? if it was, 
then it was evident that the expendes amounted to more than 
Ide revenae. The noble baron relied upon , 
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of the funds, and the fortitude and patience of the people, to 
ſatisfy, additional demands; he adi the noble baron, how- 
ver, if ſuch, were really his reliance, to ſhew himſelt more 
firic in future in the ſtatement and the explanation of the pub- 
lic accounts; ſince upon the firſt bluſh he found them looſe 
and inconſiderate. He did. not ſuppoſe the noble baron ha. 
attempted to delude the public, but ſuſpected he had entered 
into calculations too. precipitately, and thereby had' deceived 
himſelf, It was to ſet him right therefore, and to explain, the 
true account for the benefit of the public that he (Earl Moira) 
found it a duty incumbent upon him to riſe, and enter, though 
reluctantly, into the examination, At the ſame time, he did 
not mean to preſent a gloomy picture of our reſources. He 
by no ni-ans deſpaired of them; he knew they were ſolid agd 
ſubſtantial, but all depended on economy and prudent manage- 
ment of them; the people of England, he was convinced had 
the firmneſs and the ſpirit to fuflain their diſtreſſes and their 
burthens, but even the reſources of the country, and the mo- 
deration and: magnanimity of the people might, be preſſed too 


ar. | THT" F 
Lord Hawk/bury roſe to controvert the principles of the 
noble lord, in his reference to the cuſtoms, conceiving that 
his mode of calculation was fallacigus. The way in which he 
propoſed to controvert theſe principles, was by looking at the 
taxes, and taking the average of the permanent revenue. In- 
deed he knew no ſafer way than taking averages, He would 
therefore ſtate the average of three years, the Fears 1792. 
1793 and 1794. He objected to 4 laſt year into the 
compariſon, on account of many extraordinary circumſtances, 
which did not operate to the annual production of the per- 
manent revenue. _ Firſt the diftilleries, although they were 
nat then reſtrained by act of parliament, from Working, had 
in a great meaſure ceaſed to do ſo on account of the high price 
of grain, Secondly, the malt breweries were.checked by the 
fame cauſe, and thirdly, the immenſe diſtreſs of the commu- 
nity occaſioned by the exceſſive high price of proviſions in 
general, had a bad effect on the revenues, though at the ſame 
time he beſtowed his commendation on the people, for the 
temper and the ſpirit with which they ſtruggled. through theſe 
unforeſeen, inevitable difficulties. - Lheſe were the reaſons, 
he abſerved, Why the revenues. of la 8 .ought, not to be 
compared with thoſe of 1791. To theſe the, drawbacks upon 


” 


ſugars in a conſiderable ſum might be attributed, and of all 
the new taxes in 1794 7 * 795 few, except the tax upon 
aties, 41 

4 C2 He 


wine, were ſubject to pay 
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He next came to the intereſt of the debt, and the one per 


cent. capital. The amount of the taxes and the eſtimate, in 
the firſt year of the war, were nearly equal. In the ſecond 
year of the war, the produce of the taxes exceeded the eſti- 
mate, though ſome did not begin till March, till April and 
July, and what the produce of the taxes of the preſent year 
might be, could not be yet preciſely told, though he had every 
reaſon to believe they would be both competent and productive. 
With regard to the eſtimate of the peace eſtabliſhment in 
1791, he remarked that it was not the declaration of a com- 
mittee in the uſual way, but of a committee ſitting in judg- 
ment upon the report of one that had preceded it. What the 
ace eſtabliſhment after the preſent war would be, it was 
idle to prognoſticate, becauſe it depended on the ſecurity and 
dermanency of the treaty ;, but whatever it might be, the 
Fakin fund would continue to be paid, together with the 
intereſt of 3,500,000], at 4 per cent. amounting to 140,000]. 
more. | 
Tue ſtrength and nerve of our reſources, his lordſhip de- 
clared, he could ſpeak of with great ſatisfaction, as the com- 
merce and proſperous ſtate of the country were moſt flattering, 
One per cent. was paid leſs for intereſt laſt year than during 
former wats. All public, works continued and increaſed their 
vigour. Another proof of proſperity was, that in x792, the 
1 before the war, no more than nine and twenty navigation 
ills were paſſed, and laſt year there were forty- ſeven, and but 
one hundred and nine encloſure bills were paſſed in 1792, and 
laſt year there were 217. The ſums ſubſcribed for the former 
in time of peace, amounted to one million two hundred thou- 
ſand pounds, and in the three years of war to 43,600,000], 


Our commerce, contrary to experience, had ſo much increaſed . 


that it was indeed greater than ever was known, although we 
were deprived of the commerce with France and with Mar- 
ſzilles, which alone formerly amounted to 1,000,000). al- 
though our commerce with Flanders was impeded, which 
formerly amounted to 800,000l. and although our commerce 
was deſtroyed with Holland, which amounted to 1, 600, oool. 
Hut our trade with Germany inereaſed, and laſt year amounted 
to ſix millions. KN 
Miniſters inſtead of being blamed deſeryed credit and com- 
mendation for expoſing to view the whole of our burdens as 
they did, and for Proving the capital of one per cent. The 
had moreover anticipated a proviſion for funding 4,000,000. 
more of navy debt and had adopted ſuch meaſures, that the 
27,000,000]. of the unfunded debt for peace was now pa” 
__ 
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ed for. This appeared to him to be the real ſtate of our 
finances. If he deceived their lordſhips, he was deceived 
himſelf. He mentioned the high price of corn and the diffi- 
culties the people had encountered on account of the dearneſs 
of proviſions, and declared too much praiſe could not be be- 
ſtowed on their firmneſs, their temper and their patience. 
Aſter repeating that the conviction of our national proſperity 
ave him the higheſt ſatisfaction, he concluded with moving 
te revious queſtion, on the firſt reſolution. Ne 
The Marquis of Lanſdrwn begged leave to trouble their 
lordſhips with his opinion upon à few of the principal points of 
the debate, though he ſcarcely thought it neceſſaty to offer 
any ſtatement after the complete and maſterly manner in 
which he bad heard the ſubjecl argued by his noble friend ( Lord 
Lauderdale) who had ſtated his poſitions in a manner unan- 
ſwerably clear. His principles, had not been controverted, 
and the reaſon was obvious, the reſult was fo plain, that their 
lordſhips had only to attend to them minutely to decide upon 
them. The noble lord, however, who ſpoke laſt, undertook 
to controvert theſe principles, and alledged that the mode of 
calculation of his noble friend was diſguiſed, Forghat noble 
lord's experience he had great reſpect, but he owned, he did 
not admire his argument, He did not agree with that noble 
lord upon the propriety of averages of expences in years in 
time of peace, or averages of taxes in time of peace. "There 
might be grounds of compariſon in peace which looked on in 


r | 


the time of war were calculated to miſlead. He would repeat 


what had been already ſaid, that it was impoſſible to form an 
idea of the neceflary peace eftabliſhment at preſent. As a 
noble friend of his (the Earl of Coventry) had juſtly remarked 
e ſufficient to the day, was the evil thercoi,”” The peace eſtab- 
liſhment at the end of the war muſt depend on a variety of 
circumſtances unforeſzen, at preſent. The nation was en- 
cumbered with 100,000,000]. additional debt, and no calcula- 
tion could be made of what its probable revenues m'ght afford in 
the next peace, when commerce would flow back to genera] 
channels, and a great part of its capital be withdrawn, There. 
fore, he deciined that mode of compariſon, and thought the 
reaſoning of his noble friend more proper. It appeared a fan. 
ciful inference, that becauſe 15, ooo, oool, was the amount o 
our expenditure before the war, it ſhould be ſo after. It wa: 
caſy to ſuppoſe that every man who uſed ſuch arguments be. 
came a bigot to them, inaſmuch, as they all gperated in hi. 
favour, Fo, it was eaſy alſo to ſuppoſe that arguments ſo ſpe 
cious and ſo flattering ſhould prevail on people to incline t 
| thei 
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them. Happily for miniſters men had not loſt their memo. 
ries. Many there were too credulous, too impotent and in- 
dolent to queſtion, or to. recollect, or to refer to what was 
paſt, but giving up their judgments /ine die to any pleaſing, 
but deluſive tale, would cry, it may be ſo, and be content. 
Some circutaſtances there were, however, in the preſent caſe, 


_ that rerdered it morally impoſſible that the future peace eſtab. 


liſhment ſhould not amount to more than r 5,000,000. The 
circumſtances he alluded to were the increaſe of pay to half. 
pay officers, the a!lowances to ſubalterns in the militia and 
their families, the immenſe additional expence of barracks, 
and above all, the high price of proviſions, It was intoxi. 
cating to be ſure to hear of millions and millions, of the en. 
ergy and ſpirit with which the peopl- granted theſe exorbitant 
ſupplies as ſoon as called on, to hear of the immenſity of our 
machinery, andthe thouſand other brilliant things brought forth 
to dazzle and deceive. He formerly moved for a particular 
account of the imports and exports, wanting to get at them 
correctly, which, if it had been produced, he ten d to inveſ 
tigale article by article, and communicate the reſult of that in- 
veſtigation;to their lordſhips; that excellent ſervant of the pub- 
lic, the in r general of the cuſtoms (Mr. Irving) however, 
declared, that it was impoſſible to make up ſuch a paper as he 
wanted. Elſe would he have ſhewn that 6, ooo, oool. out of 
the 16, ooo, oool. were to be put to the war accompt; he 
would have alſo ſhewn that war extended commerce; hilt by 
the demand for warlike ſtores, next by the conqueſts which 
we made, and thirdly by the poſſeſſion of neutral commerce, 

The inſpector e had however dropped an expreſſion, that 
Great Britain is at preſent in the poſſeſſion of the commerce 
of the whole world. The fact was fo, we were by accidental 

coincidence of circumſtance in poſſeſſion of all the commerce 

of Europe, and our attempting to ſtarve the enemy, by inter- 

cepting proviſions, had thrown all the neutral commerce of 
Europe into our hands, If it be leflened with France and 

Holland, it finds its way to Germany, where it has extended 

from the ſum of three millions to fix ; becauſe, clearly includ- 


ing our trade with Holland and France. What concluſion 


then was to be drawn in fayour of the peace eſtabliſhment 
from the ſtate of commerce, when France, Holland, 
and Flanders would each reſume its ſhare, which we only 
held for the moment. A great part of our commerce was 
occaſioned by the war, Commerce, however, would always 
find its level, and when peace came, it would ſpread equal 4 
over Europe. At preſent as he noble lord e - 
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bury) had ſtated, we did not poſſeſs the commerce we for- 
merly carried on with France, Flanders and Holland ; but in 
all probability we held the fame circuitouſly, for report ſaid, 
we clothed the French armies at this time, as we indifputa- 
bly formerly clothed the American army during the war with 
America. He had no pleaſure in drawing a gloomy picture, 
and if he exhibited one at preſent, he begged to have it under- 
ſtood he did not draw it to gratify a proud malignant ſpirit, 
but to awake a pious reformation. - 

Wich regard to the anſwer that had been given to what he had 
termed the wretched expedient that had been reſorted to, of la ing 
on taxes that had been taken off, it was ſomewhat ſurpriſing ; 
he had been deſired to retra the expreſſion and withdraw it. 
Could it be denied cither in fact or in affertion, that ſuch taxes 
as thoſe on the paper he held in his hand had been withdrawn 
and ſince reimpoſed? He called therefore upon thoſe, who 
called upon him to retract his expreſſion, to withdraw theirs. 
At the ſame time, that he ſaid this, he by no means deſpaired 
of the reſources of the country, though two taxes had been 
abandoned this ſeſſions, and one of great conſideration with- 
drawn the preceding day, viz. the landed property bill, which 
was ſome proof that the miniſter was almoſt at the end of his 
taxes. ere were means in our power to make the country 
revive. He was glad to hear of the general ſyſtem to open 
trade and ſet commerce free by conſtructing wet-docks, 
and putting an end to that pernicious practice the bonding 
ſfyltem. He cared not from whom or from what party the 
luggeſtion of ſuch regulations came, but it was a wiſe project, 
and ſhould have his ſupport; he hoped it would be carried 
into effect; it might aniwer the great end it aimed at, that of 
making this country, what it ought to be, the depot of the 
commerce of the ſouth of Europe, and {6 verſe verſa. The 
great ports of Amſterdam and Antwerp having loſt their trade 
and being blocked up, we ought to ſeize on that of both, and 
derive all the commercial advantages that the opportunities-of 
the war afforded. So well convinced was he of the policy of 
this conduct, that if he could excite the country to make ſuch 
an attempt with expedition and efficacy, he ſhould feel more 
proud, than if he had made the mott popular and brilliant 
ſpeech, that human ingenuity could deviſe, or the moſt ſplen- 
did powers of eloquence ornament and impreſs on the enrap- 
tured minds of an admiring auditory. ina, 

Much ſtreſs had been laid on a comparative ſtatement of the 
price of funds in 1783 and in 1796, by a noble baron, but 
the whole appeared to him tobe a deluſion, The three per cents, 

it 
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it was true were at 54 in 1783, and at 66 in 1796, and what 
was the reaſon ? Thi ſinking fund! That ſerved to keep up 
the price. The ſinking fund was an excellent ſyſtem, there 
was no magic in it, it was no ſecret, Who began it? 
That great man Sir Robert Walpole ; but he was not allowed 
to carry it through. Party ran too high for it. In 1782, 
when it was put upon an improyed footing no man had an 
idea of the effect it would produce. He foreſaw it, and 
| took a part in eſtabliſhing the new ſinking fund; it was men- 
; tioned forcibly in the ſpeech from the throne, when he was at 
| the head of adminiſtration. This fund would be every thing 
| that policy or wiſdom could ſuggeſt or deſire, if faffered to 
remain quiet, and not broke in upon; but the beſt things 
might be abuſed, and even that fund might be converted into a 
dangerous inftrument to cauſe an increaſe of ſtock-jobbing 
and loans to the ultimate ruin of the country, He had al- 
ready mentioned ſymptoms of an approach to the end of our 
reſources, and when all further means of taxation were ex- 
hauſted, he feared the miniſter would ſeize upon the ſinking 
fund and appropriate it to his uſe, VL pe Ty Sond 
He admitted the argument about the public works to a cer- 
tain degree, and faid that, with regard to canals and enclo- 
ſures being carried on to a greater extent during the war than 
in former times, it was true, but he feared there was a great 
deal of jobbing and a great deal of paper in them, and he 
ſpoke not altogether without knowledge of the ſubje, as 
he bad ſome property that way,' and fo, no doubt, had other 
noble lords The only queſtion to oc on was, whe- 
ther this proſperity-was permanent? He thought not, and 
reminded their jordſhips of the inſolvent bank of Ayr, in Scot- 
land, the proſperity and uſe to the country of which was at 
one time the univerſal theme of boaſting, and praiſe : quoting 
the words of Lord Bacon at the ſame time, that money, like 
manure, ſhould be ſpread to benefit the land; if it lie heaped 
up like a dunghill it would turn to harm inſtead of good. 
For theſe reaſons, the marquis ſaid, he had recommended 
peace again and again, and a ſtrict adherence to ceconomy, 
and the-old faſhioned excellent ſyſtem of complying with the 
conſtitutional laws of appropriation, and the regulation of all 
extraordinaries. He'thought it his duty to take this unpopu- 
lar taſk upon him, and if their lordſhips conſented to theſe 
propoſitions, he would leave other people to calculate and 
enjoy the honour of their calculations without interruption. 
He thought it is duty to ſupport every good meaſure, pb 
* do dna can od 
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arraign and expoſe all bad ones, He thought it is his duty to 
thank his noble friend for the very able and correct details 
which he had given, and for which the public would here- 
after thank him ; he concluded with declaring that he ſhould 
give his hearty aſſent to the motion. 

Lord Grenville ſaid that without attempting to follow noble 
lords in detail upon the different points of their arguments, he 
would fay a few words upon ſome of the matters that had been 
ſtated. As to the peace eſtabliſhment, he never had faid that 
it could not exceed fifteen millions, becauſe it was an impoſſi- 
bility to ſtate any thing like what would be the peace eſtab- 
lichmentz it muſt depend on the fituation of the country, and 
the ſituation of our dependencies, on the relative ſtate of the 
neighbouring nations, the forces oy kept up, and other points 
that no ſpeculatioa could reach, For his own part he was not 
for reducing the peace eſtabliſhment to the loweſt that it could 


be, although he hoped it would not much exceed what it had 


been ſtated at. As to the revenue of the country, it certainly 
could not be calculated fairly from years of war only. He te- 
capitulated what he had ſtated on a preceding day, that taking 
for argument's ſake fifteen millions, as the ſcale of a peace 
eſtabliſhment, his noble friend's (Lord Auckland's) ſtatements 
were correct, He next proceeded to diſcuſs the different cal- 
culations and inferences of the Earl of Lauderdale, and faid, 
he wiſhed the noble lord had taken his average from years of 
peace and war, The ſhortneſs of the taxes laſt year could be 
eafily accounted for; the ſtoppage of the diſtillery was one 
great deficiency which was not to be aſcribed as matter of 
blame to miniſters ; the produce of the taxes laſt year ought 
not however to be reckoned upon as an eſtimate, when ſo many 
cauſes could be aſſigned for their being leſs productive than 
tormerly. He contended nevertheleſs that all the taxes laid on 
for defray ing the expence ot the war, had hitherto exceeded 
what they were eſtimated at. Some noble Lords had aſſerted 
that the increaſe of the exports had arriſen from the war, and 
would ceaſe with the war; but no reaſon had been adduced to 
ſubſtantiate that argument, The nex point was that in the 
carrying of cargoes of corn, the neutral powers had increaſed, 
which ought to have been drawn to ourſelves ; ic ought how- 
ever to be recollected, that it waz upon our naval ſuperiority 
that the carrying trade depended, and therefore it was in our 
power to ule it as circumſtances might require. The ſpeech 
of the noble marquis, he ſaid, called for ſome obſervation, Ia 
regard to the high price of the funds, he would gladly concur 
with the noble marquis, as the high price was entirely owing 

. 1796. 4D 0 


_— 


- — Year 


370 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, Lor oe 


to the ſinking fund. With a ſpirit of prophecy it had been 


* 


predicted, when the Bill for that fund was in agitation, that it 
would prove eminently uſeful in time of war. Experience has 
ſhewn that it did ſo. The high price of the funds was an 
evident proof of the proſperity of the country, as well as the low 
rate at which. money could be borrowed ever fince the plan of 
adding a million annually to the ſinking fund had been adoprey, 


He agreed alſo with the noble marquis, that the fund- was an 


excellent project, but knew not upon what ground he could 
condemn the uſe it had been put to, as it had not been diſtur- 
bed, and he ſincereſy hoped never would be touched by any 
miniſter fo as to divert it from its purpoſe, He bighly appro- 
ved of what the noble marquis had ſaid of the means of im- 
proving our commerce, and hoped it would be duly attended to. 
Wich regard to our having engroſſed the commerce of neutral 
nations the noble marquis was miſtaken. The northern na- 
tions of Europe, and America, (the great maritime ſtates tobe 
taken into the queſtion,) enjoyed infinitely a larger ſhare of 
commerce than ever. From theſe circumſtances, and every 


view of the country, that he could take, he was convinced of 


the flouriſhing ſtate of our commerce and our finances, and 
that we were perfectly equal to any exertions that might be 
neceſſary to carry on with vigour the conteſt in which we are 
engaged. Upon the whole he conſidered the {tate of the coun- 
try to be better at preſent in every reſpect than the noble lord 
wiſhed to repreſent it; in a comparative view far ſuperior to 
that of the enemy, and adequate to every exertion that the 
urgency of the times might require. 

Ihe Earl of Lauderdale ſaid, he did not wiſh to treſpaſs 
much on the indulgence of the Houſe ; but the noble Jord's 
ſo-ech conveyed nothing but general aſſertions, unſupported by 
1 oi even by arguments, and from what he had faid about 
tai:ing the average from times of peace, it would appear that 
the 1e lord had not read the reſolutions which he had the 
hon us t move; there was only another point in the noble 
(0:4 fpeech, which g need anſwer, and that was reſpecting 
e unkino fund; he acknowledged the plan to be good, but 
tre 1s wight be made of it, o as to ſuit the objects of 
n and the additional 200,000), might be made an 
„er bands for borrowing, and thereby enable them 
Wen He animadverted on what had fallen from lord 
MHavescib + two or three points, and commented upon the 
facts allprttd by Cord Avckland, in the two lords ſeveral 


Kate pf the rcytnuc and xpenditure, and amount of 
faxes if the Uferent years that had been mentioned; dilfering 
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in the concluſions they had drawn from their own data. He 
contended that the expenditure of the years of the war, from 
the papers upon the table, were much greater than miniſters 
allowed in the army, navy, and extraordinary eſtimates, vnd 
he particularly charged the arrears and extraordinaries of the 
ordnance as a novelty, becauſe the noble duke (the duke of 
Richmond) who had lately preſided there, left his office with- 
out any arrears or extraordinaries to be brought againſt it. 
He alſo noticed the conduct of the Eaſt-India compuny in re- 
ſpe& to the 500,000]. annually, which they were bound to 
pay, and after a variety of ſevere ſarcaſins ſaid, he did not re- 
colle& any thing more in the noble lord's ſpeech that called 
for a reply. | . 

Lord Hie tebury ſpoke in explanation of his ſtatements, 
and charged the noble earl with error in his calculations 

The Bart of Lauderdale, in reply, explained how he made 
out the account that he ſtad ſtated. N 

Lord Grenville roſe to ſpeak to a particular point, that had 
eſcaped him before. EN | 

The Earl of Lauderdale again replied. 

Lord Grenville roſe up once more to explain. 

The Earl ef Lauderdale would not admit that he was in 
the ſmalleſt error, and ſtated from what items he made up the 
account. | | 8 

The queſtion was at length put upon the firſt reſolution by 
the lord Chancellor, by miſtake, lord Lauderdale reminding 
him that the previous queſtion was moved, which being put, 
was carried without a diviſion. 2 

Adjourned. | 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Pripay, May 13. : 
Conſolidated funds, miſdemeanour coſts, dog tax, Foley's 


eſtate, dairy windows exemption, landſmen, hat duty Bill, 
ſtock transfer, Linton and Kadford incloſure Bills, were read 
a third time and paſſed, __ 


WET DOCKS, 


Sir W. Dung roſe, and moved the following reſolution : 
that the Houſe, in conſideration of the admitted neceſſity of 


farther accommodation for "ſhipping in the port of London, 


will early next ſeſſion adopt fome meaſure for this purpoſe, 


Mr, Sheridan ſaid, that as the report of the committee had 


only 
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only been nominally read, and could not be known to the 
Houſe, it was precipitate for the Houſe to pledge itſelf. This 
being confirmed by the Speaker, Sir W. Young altered the 


reſolution to this, That the Houſe would take the report into 


conſideration. . 
| * ©. REAL SUCCESSION BILL, 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved the Order of the 
day, for the third reading of the Bill for granting to his majeſty 
2 tax on the real fucceſſion of landed e The order be- 
ing read, he moved, ** That the Bill be read a third time that 
day three months; which was agreed to. 

Mr. Sheridan ſaid, the right honourable gentleman had 
adhered to his word in poſtponing the third reading of the Bill 
to that day three months, which was in fact abandoning it al- 
together, He hoped he had re- conſidered his determination 
of the preceding night, and would extend it to the other Bill, 
which, he acknowledged, was founded on the fame principle of 
that he had juft relinquiſhed, Perhaps the right honourable 
8 might conſider it too great a condeſcenſion to aban- 
on tuo great revenue fortreſſes in one night. He was ready 
to give him credit for what he had done, if it did not proceed 
from a conviction that he would not be able to carry it through 
the Houſe, or if he did, he muſt ſubmit to a repeal early in the 
next ſeſſion. In his mind, the former, Bill was much more 
objectionable than the preſent, but he was unable to attend the 
diſcuſſion on that Bill? in conſequence of indiſpoſition. He 
was, however, ſurpriſed, from what he read of the tranſaction, 
to find the commercial city of London ſo palſied and dead to 
its own intereſt as to ſuffer the Bill to paſs with ſcarcely any 
reſiſtance, There was an old proverb, that certainly did not 
appear juſtified by the ſtrange apathy of the commercial peo- 
ple on the occaſion, it was a trite, but coarſe remark, that the 
landed intereſt ſo far differed from me monied and commercial, 
that the latter, whenever it was touched, briſtled and grunted 
like a hog, while the former ſubmitted to be ſhorn with as 
much patience as a ſheep. Here, however, the caſe was al- 
tered, and the grunting of the commercial was outdone by 
the ſucceſsful clamours of the landed intereſt. Nothing could 
be worſe than to raiſe diſtinctions: and diſturbances between 
the two.iotereſts. On this occaſion he conceived. that there 
ought to be no cauſe given, for 8 though much in his 
mind occurred from. a view of the tranſaction, as the landed 
gentlemen, while they pertinaciquſly watched their own. 
intercſts, diſregarded thole of the perſons concerned inthe 
40 e 
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The preceding night the right honourable gentleman had 
profeſſed that borh Bills were founded on preciſely the fame 


principle; now he could abandon one and not the other, was 


certainly a matter of ſurpriſe and aſtoniſhment. The preſent 
Bill, he underſtood, was withdrawn, on the grounds that the 
landed intereſt was fo heavily burdened that it could not con- 
reniently bear 751 additional preſſure. If this propoſition were 
true, how, he a 

laſt, would the honourable gentleman provide three millions 
for the peace eſtabliſhment? As the fact ſtood at preſent, the 
revenue of the country was not more than nineteen million, 
and the peace eſtabliſhment he confidently afferted would nor 
be leſs than 23,000,000]. which muſt be provided for by the 
annual income, and he wiſhed that aſſertion to be recorded. 
The world, he conceived, mult conſider the country inſane to 
paſs ſuch a Bill as the former; as the matter ſtood, if a man 
died with 500,000. landed property, it muſt not be touched, 


while the commercial legatee muſt have all his affairs canſacked. 


An inſurmountable objection aroſe in conſequence, becauſe 
though it would take ſeven years to inveſtigate the accounts 
of the deceaſed, ſtill government would by its agents aſſeis 
the property; in ſuch ſituation, what man would become an 
executor, ſince he would be liable to the deficiency. Under 
ſuch circumſtances, neitherſthe Attorney nor Solicitor General 
would adviſe any man to become an ex2cutor. Ihis Bill made 
every heir in the country to a commercial property, not only 
a ward of chancery, but a ward of the treaſury, Commer- 


cial capital ſhould be treated with infinite deliccay, as it was 


in the power of the perſons who inveſtigated the effects, to 
ruin the credit of any houſe, by making a low return, which 
muſt be publiſhed to the world, and thus exhibit the parties, in 
the light of perſons not poſſeſſing the property which they 
really did poſſeſs. Such ſurely was a moſt injudicious tax 
for a commercial country to adopt, it induced men to retire 
from: buſineſs at an early period, not to involve their heirs in 
the proviſions of the Bill, and thus it operated againſt com- 
mercialenterpriſe, and was in fact a penalty on induſtry, and 
gave a legal bounty on indolence, Another glaring oppreſſion 
in the Bill was, if a young man had only a fourteenth ſhare in 
a houſe, and he ſhould die, the whole property muſt be laid 
open to public inveſtigation and expoſed to public comment. 
He underſtood that the taxes to ariſe from both Bills were 
eſtimated at 2,500,000). if it were faid it would be difficult to 


lupply the deficiency by the aid of new taxes in the preſent 


adyanced period of the ſeſſion, why might not the Sardinian 


ſubſidy: 


ed, if the preſent campaign were to be the 
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ſubſidy be applied to that purpoſe, if it were not already paid, 
before it were ſanctioned by parliament, as had been the cafe 
with reſpect to the Emperor and the King of Pruſſia. Mr, 
Sheridan concluded by moving, © That leave be given to 
bring in a Bill to indemnity the commiſſioners of the ſtamps 
to poſtpone for a time limited, to carry into effect the provi. 
ſions of the ſaid act, if ſo required by the lords of the treaſury.” 

Mr. AH. A. Taylor ſeconded the motion. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, it was a queſtion of 
doubt with him whether he was juſtified in treſpaſſing on the 
patience of the Houſe, on a ſubject already ſo amply diſcuſſed, 
He coula not in wſtice, however, avoid, thanking the honour. 
able gentlemamfor the uncommon ſolicitude ſhewn by him for 
his reputation, in regard to his relinquiſhing a meaſure which 
he ſuppoſed was occaſioned by his anxiety to obtain popularity. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, he was ſenſible of his 
own ſituation, and would riſk the iſſue on the ſcore of popu- 
lary, in putting his ſupport of the meaſure in competition with 
the oppoſition given to it by the honourable gentleman. He 
would, however, beg leave to decline entering into any diſ- 
cuſſion of the Bill, as he could not really think him ſerious in 
the motion which he propoſed to the Houſe. Though the 
honourable gentleman had been indifpoſed when the Bill was 
argued, he had loſt nothing by his abſence, as his ſpecch 
evinced that he was complete maſter of the arguments uſed 
on that occaſion. Had the hon. gentleman been able to attend 
at that time, he would have heard his right hon. friend, the 

Attorney General, demonſtrate to the Houſe, that the ſitua- 

tion of an executor would be rendered more ſafe and eaſy by 
the Bill, though the hon. gentleman had now confidently aſ- 

ſerted that his right hon. friend would, as a lawyer of integri- 

ty, adviſe» his clients, in'conſequence of this Bill, not take 

upon them the office of executor. He could not help re- 

marking the ſuperior ingenuity of the hon. gentleman's argu- 

ments on this ocgaſion (his arguments on all occaſions were in- 

ious) he endeavoured to ſhew that there would be occaſion 

for. additional taxes to the amount of three millions ; and on 

the ſtrength of that preſumption deſired to begin a reinforce- 
ment of the: revenue, by taking away one hundred thouſand 
pounds. Whether it was or was not, true, that three millions 
additional taxes would be required, was not for him now to 

argue; but he was glad the hon. gentleman had deſired it 
ſhould be recorded, and would probably hereafter remind him 

af it. 

' + Anvther argument, equally ingenious and paradoxical, was, 

that the tax was ſevere on the commercial inicreſt, —_ 

os þ 
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they did not reſiſt it, and to increaſe the paradox, the hon. 
gentleman repeated an old remark, that if a briſtle was plucked 
from them they felt it. It ſo happened that this Bill was long 
going through the Houſe, and went though more ſtages than 
other Bills, having been committed and re-committed, and 
yet little or no reſiſtance was made to it, a ſtrong proof, par- 
ticularly when reinforced by the hon. gentleman's argument of 
their? feeling on having a briſtle plucked,” that they did not 
conceive it to be oppreſſive at all. 


Mr. Maurice Robinſon ſpoke in favour of Mr. Sheridan's 
motion. 

General Tarleton obſerved, that as the two Bills were ac- 
knowledged to be founded on the ſame principle, it was incon- 
ſiſtent in the extreme, as one had been abandoned, not to ſub- 
mit to the preſent motion. | 

Mr. Sheridan explained. The honourable gentleman miſ- 
took him, he ſaid, when he ſuppoſed that he was of opinion 
that three millions ought to be raiſed to make good the peace 
eſtabliſhment. There were ways of working up the revenucs, 
which would, he inſiſted, on the return of peace, exhibit a 


deficiency to that amount. The motion was negatived with- 
out a diviſion. 


BARRACKS. 


General M* Lead ſaid, if he ſhould have the honour of a ſeat 
in the next parliament, he would bring in a motion reſpecting 

the removal of ſoldiers from Barracks in places where an elec- 
tion for a member of parliament was held. At preſent the 
exiſting laws adverted only to fortreſſes, under which deſig- 
nation the newly-erected barracks did not come, though the 
were fortreſſes to all intents and purpoſes. He would for the 
preſent only move, “ that the barracks lately erected were 
not within the exception of the eighth of George III.” 

The Secretary at War ſaid, the jealouſy manifcited by the 
honourable general, with reſpect to barracks on a former oc- 
caſion, ſeemed negatively vaniſhed, as he had inſiſted that 
they were to all intents and purpoſes forts and fortreſſes. To 
bring in a reſolution to repeal an act was informal, and in caſe 
of an election, he would iflue ſuch directions as he was juſtified 
to iſſue under the exiſting law. | 

Mr. Gr:y ſaid, no doubt could ariſe but that the jealouſy 
of his honourable friend was well founded; though the bar- 
racks in his mind came under the deſcription of fortrefles from 
their ſtrength and ſolidity, he was nevertheleſs aware that the 
Secretary at War might imagine that they were exempted 

. | in 
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in the Bill; he was however of opinion that he would render 
himſelf liable to a ſevere penalty if he did not iſſue his orders 
to remove troops from them in caſe of an election, if they 
were within the limits preſcribed in the Bill. He therefore 
wiſhed the General would withdraw his motion, 

General Macle:d paid the higheſt reſpect to the opinion of 
the honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt, and would readily 
conſent to withdraw his motion ; as the barracks however 
were incloſed with high walls, he thought they might be con- 
ſidered by the Secretary at War as fortreſſes, 

Mr. Sheridan thought it neceſlary to aſk the Secretary at 
War, whether he conſidered barracks as coming within the 
exceptions, cr whether he ſhould think it his * to ſend 
away the ſoldiers from the barracks of any town during au 
election. | 
* The Secretary at N ur hoped the houſe was not under ſuch 
a deluſion as to conſider that this was a new queſtion. He 
would certainly do what the letter and ſpirit of that act pie- 
ſcribed, and as the practice had been time out of mind. 

The motion was withdrawn. 


INDIA BUDGET, 


Mr. Dundas gave notice, that he would, on Wedneſday 
next, bring forward his India Budget, 


QUAKER®, 


Mr. Serj-ant Adair moved the order of the day for the con- 
ſideration of the report on the Quakers Bill, After the re- 
port was taken into conſideration, very long conver(ations 
took place on varions amendments and clauſes that were 
offered ; at laſt the report was gone through. 

Sir William Scott offered a clauſe to be added to the report. 
He obſerved that this Bill was of great importance, as it in- 
volved property of a ſingular nature, He meant the pro- 


pay of the church in tythes, much of which was in the 


ands of laymen as well as churchmen; it become therefore 
neceſſary to be cautious that no law ſhould be made per- 
petual at once that might tend to affect that property. It 
became ſtill the more neceſſary to take care of this ſpeci2s on 
account of the popular prejudice againſt it. He was a friend 
to the preſent Bill, but thought it ſhould be made only a mea- 
ſure of experiment, in order that the effec of it might be tried 
before it ſhould be declared perpetual, He therefore pro- 
poſed a clauſe, providing, that this Bill ſhall continue for five 
years, and from thence until the end of the then next ſeihon 
of parliament, 


Mr. 


\ 
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Mr. Serjeant Alair had not the leaſt objection to this clauſe, 
becauſe it appealed to the beſt teſt for wiſdom, experience. 
The clauſe was therefore read, agreed to, and made part of the 
Bill, which was then ordered to be engroſſed, and to be read a 
third time to-morrow, if then engrofled. 

Sir William Dolben moved the order of the day on the Slave 
carrying Bill, which was, that the Houſe ſhould reſolve itſelf 
into a committee upon it. The order being read, he moved, 
That the Speaker n n 

Mr. Wilberforce ſupported the motion. 

General Tarleton oppoſed the motion. 


The Houfe divided, and there not being a ſufficient number 


of members to conſtitute a Houſe, an adjournment took place 
of neceſſity, | | 
HOUSE OF LORDS, 7 
SATURDAY, May 14. | 
The Royal Aſſent was given by commiſſion to fixty-four 
public and private bills: the commiſſioners were - the Lord 


Chancellor, the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and the Earl of 
Weſtmoreland. | | | 

The Earl of Lauderdale moved, that the Lords be ſummoned 
for Monday: when he ſhould lay before theic lordſhips a pro- 
poſition on the Alien Bill. Ordered. —Adgjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 


SATURDAY, May 14. 


The Houſe was ſummoned to attend in the-Houſe of Lords, 
where the Royal Aſſent was given by commiſſion to fixty-four 
public and private Acts, | | 


SLAVE TRADE. | 2 

Mr. Fiber ſexes ſaid, that, as the ſeſſiom of parliament would 
probably be, cloſed before the Slave-carrying Bill could paſs 
into a law, he would not at preſent preſs any thing further on 
the ſubject; but next ſeſhon he would bring forward ſome 
meaſure on this head. . | | 


INDIA AFFAIRS. 

General Smith ſaid, as the India Budget had been fixed for 
ſeveral days and poſtponed whether the miniſter of India Af. 
fairs, or any other of his Majeſty's miniſters attended in theic 
places on' Wedneſtay the eighteenth or not, he would intros 
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uced ſome diſcuſſion with regard to the officers in India, the 
500,0001 ſurplus to be paid to the public, cc. 

Mr. Long moved that an addreſs be preſented te his majeſty, 
praying that he would confer ſome. dignity in the church on 
the Reverend Thomas Cauſton, Chaplain to the Houſe, Mr. 
Long likewiſe moved a variety of addreſſes relative to payment 
of the expences of the Houle. | 

A — * from the Lords informed the Houfe that the 
Lords had agreed to a variety of Bills. FOE 


AK ERS RELIEF BILL, 


| The Quakers Relief Bill was read a third time, and two 

clauſes brought up by Mr. Burton were added by way of Rider. 

Mr. R. Smith brought up a clauſe to add to the Bill by 
way of Rider, to empower any juſtice of peace for the county 
of Nottingham to diſcharge two women who had been con- 
fined in priſon nine years for not complying with the Mar- 
riage Act, though they belonged to a certain claſs of Quakers, 

and had the ſame. (cruples in which Quakers were indulged, 

' The Speaker ſaid, that he was ſorry to ſtart any objection in 
point of form to ſuch a propoſal, but as the propoled clauſe 
was not connected with the title, nor conſonant to the clauſes 
of the Bill, he thought it could not be introduced without 
dangeroully infringing the rules of the Houſe, 

Mr. Serjeant Adair ſupported the clauſe on its merits. 

Sir William Scott, the Maſter of the Rolls, and Richard Sutton 
oppoſed it as à violation of the orders of the Houſe, and alſo 
contended it was not right to ſuffer people to ſet up religious 
ſcruples whether real or pretended, as a pretext for diſobedience 
to the laws of the country, As a point of humanity, they 
ſaid, however, in a regular way, they would not object to any 
relief the Houſe would think proper -to grant. "They further 
obſerved, that theſe people were not allowed to be Quakers, 
and that they could not come within the proviſions of the act. 

Mr. R. Smith then deſired to withdraw the elauſe, but gave 
notice that he would early next ſeſſion move for leave to bring 
in a Bill for that purpoſe. | 

Tbe Quakers' Bill was then paſſed, and the Houſe adjourne" 
till Wedneſday the eighteenth inſtant. | 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
 Monvay, May 16. 
QUAKERS” BILL, 


| The order of the day being read for the ſecond reading of 


the Quakers Bill mY 
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The Archbiſhop of Canterbury ſaid, that having underſtood it 
was intended to pals this Bill with/great haſte and precipita- 
tion, he thought it his duty to apprize their lordſhips, that it 
was a Bill of great importance; and implicated'much property, 
and had only been brought into the Houſe the other day. The 
ſort of precipitaney propoſed in paſſing it was nardly ever adopted 
in the caſe of a common Bill, and this was by no means a 
common one. He believed, that moſt of their lordſhips were 
unacquainted with its contents. The neceſſity for ſuch a Bilt 
was ſaid to be grounded on a matter of conſciende, and the 
proviſions of it were intended to ſatisfy the religious ſeruples ot 
the people called Quakers,” He was willing to“ give the 
Quakers full credit” for the ſinderity of thelr : ſeruples, but 
thete wanted more conſideration chan could poſſibly bo given 
to the ſubject haſtily, before ſo material an innovation on the 
eſtabliſhment of our religlous ſyſtem of la out to be acce ſed 
to. It was alledged, that from a principle of conſcieheeg a 
particular religious claſs of men, felt themſelves hound to reſiſt 
the payment of tithes; and by this Bill, the clergyman was to 
be reſtrained from ſuing for his tythes, as he might do at pre- 

and was only allowed to ſue for them in a pecuſiar manner; 
and if he reſorted to the common proceſs of the law, he would 
incur all the coſts of the ſuit upon himſelf,” This was giving 
evident advantage to a body of men, who already, upon their 
own ſtatement, felt themſelves inclined, from aà principle of 
conſcience as they ſtate; to litigate the ſubject of tithes with 
the clergy, many of whom could ill afford, from their narrow 
revenue, to maintain continual fuits for the obtainment of 
their legal rights. Further time ought in juſtice to the clergy 
to be given before a Bill fo immediately afociog their 3 
and their income was paſſed into a lac. He thought it ir- 
cumbent upon him, and required of one who held the ſituatian, 
which he, — unworthily, had the honor to fill, to ſtep 
forwards on their behalf. and propoſe the poſtponement of the 
Bill; tnerefore, for the reaſons he had ſtated, he ſhould move, 
that the Bill be read a ſecond time this day three months. 

The Duke of Nerfolt admitted, that the Bill had been but 
a ſhort time before their lordſhips, but the propoſition it held 
forth in favour of a very quiet and loyal deſ-ription of .his 
majeſty's ſubjects, that he could not but hope, that notwith» 
ſtanding the arguments of the right rey, prelate, their lorduhips 
would paſs it, and the more eſpecially as it had received the 
molt attentive ccſideration of the civilians and crown !awyers, 
whoſe duty it was to guard and take care of the rights ot the 
church, 

Tc 
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: The Biſhop of Rocheſter ſaid, he roſe to ſecond the right re- 


verend metropolitan, with whom he entirely concurred, Ex. 
clufive of the general objections their lordſhips had heard 
ſtated, the Bill had ſeveral inaccuracies in it. With regard 
to the pretended matter of conſcience, he could not conceive 
how the mind was conſtructed that could entertain ſuch 
ſcruples as to refuſe the property of another to its right owner; 
he ſhould: not inquire of what compoſition ſuch conſciences 
were made, though it was certainly a conſcience very favourable 
to the intereſts of the poſſeſſor. If the bill went no further 
than to give a more eaſy and ſummary mode in the collec- 
tion of tithes, he ſhould feel no objection againſt it; but he 
feared, though it might not be intended, it deprived the clergy 
of their remedy at law, which, in many caſes was abſolutely 
neceſſary. - The proceſs in the exchequer to compel the dit. 
covery, muſt frequently be reſorted to, and could not be ſup- 
plied by any other. His lordſhip ſtated the acts of Wil- 
liam III. and George I. by which a ſummary mode was 
already appointed to enable the clergy to collect tithes under 
ol. He therefore thought the Bill, at leaſt; ſhould have 
much ſerious conſideration, before it was agreed to, and upon 
that ground he would ſupport the motion of the right reverend 

and learned prelate. | | 8 N 
The Lord Chancellor ſaid, there was undoubtedly a large 
claſs of men, denominated Quakers, a ſober, temperate, in- 
offenſive and induſtrious people, who from a conſcientious 
principle, not perhaps founded in right | reaſon, oppoſed the 
payment of tithes. Their conduct was peaceable, their morals 
good; in other reſpects, they claimed great credit from the re» 
ularity and propriety of their deportment. The more theſe 
3 were in themſelves removed ſrom right reaſon, the 
harder they were to cure; and thereſore he conceived, that a 
lenient treatment reſulting from notions of liberal and harmleſs 
toleration was ſuch as the noble prelates themſelves muſt ap- 
prove and with to apply. If a mode was deviſed, which 
could recover the tithes, the object of diſpute, without in- 
juring the rights of the clergy, at the ſame time alſo as little 
as poſſible injuring: thoſe who, from a miſtaken principle acted 
ohſtinately, he truſted no perſon would oppoſe the meaſure. 
The preſent was of that nature; and he believed, the appre- 
henſions of the reverend prelates aroſe from a miſapprehenſion 
of the clauſes; if an action or ſuit was commenced for tithes, 
the clergyman would not be liable to the coſts, unleſs it fully 
appeared to the court, that he choſe the moſt expenſive mode 
of litigation, from vexatious motives. The Bill, in its 5 — 
| through 
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through the other Houſe, had received ample diſcuſſion; and 
he alſo knew that it was conducted in the faireſt manner poſ- 
ſible, by thoſe who brought it forwards. He had an oppor- 
tunity of ſeeing and reflecting upon it, before it came into par- 
liament, and the outline and principle of it-were ſuch as met 
his approbation. There was one other object in it, which was 
to admit / the affirmation of a Quaker ina criminal caſe, The 
ſanction and puniſhment were the fame as in reſpect to oaths 
falſely 'to-affirm, was equally liable to the penalty of perjury, 
as it was in the other caſe of falſe oaths. The public would 
clearly be gainers by the regulation: as the caſe now reſted, 
the Quaker was. excuſed from attending in a criminal court, 
and the-offender had frequently in very Hngitionnl and itrefra- 
gable caſes eſcaped on that account alone. Nor was there 
any ching novel in this: many rigid perſons If the Scotch 
church, would not fwear by laying their hands upon the book, 
and the court, in ſuch caſes, ordeted them to be ſworn, after 
the manner accordant to their conſciences and the cuſtoms of 
their chureh. After arguing ſtrenuouſly in defence of the 
principle of the Bill and fully juſtifying the clauſes, his lord- 
ſhip ſaid, he would not reſiſt the motion of the right reverend 
preſate; he had too much perſonal reſpect for him to object per- 
tinaciouſly to a motion which he was ſure his grace thought 
his ſituation demanded at his hands, he was pelfüaded, how - 
ever, that when his grace had looked at the Bill, examined it 
attentively, and weighed the probable operation of its clauſes, 
he would find it unexceptionable, — 6&2 15g 

The motion, to read the Bill a ſecond time that day two 
months, was then agreed to. 


MR. COWPER, 


Lord Grenville ſaid, he had a motion to ſubmit to their lord- 
ſhips, which he was perſuaded, would meet with unanimous 
aflent. It related co Mr. Cooper, the clerk at their lordſhipsꝰ 
table. Were he not preſent, he ſhould be tempted to (ay all 
that his friendſhip for him could dictate but not more than he 
merited. Indeed he could ſcarcely ſay more in his favour than 
every one of their lordſhips muſt know to be well founded, 
He therefore ſhould forbear to ſay that which he knew 
all felt, but would content binſelf with moving, © An Ad- 
dreſs to his Majeſty to confer ſome mark of his royal favour 
upon Henry Cowper, Eſq. the Aſſiſtant Clerk of the Houſe, 
for his meritorious ſervices,” &c. &c. which paſſed nem. con. 

Mr. Cnuper bowed to the Chancellor and Lord Grenville. 


—Adjourned, | | 
| LORDS, 
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* HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Tvzspay, May 17. 


The Earl of Lauderdale roſe to deſire the attention of the 
Houſe to a ſubject upon which he had before, had the honour 
of addreſſing their lordſhips, the collateral legacy Bill. When 
he before oppoſed the Bill, he did it as being coupled with the 
real eſtate ſucceſſion. Bill, fince abandoned by the miniſter, — 

Neither of the Bills ought to be in force ſeparately. - He meant 

to conclude with introducing a Bill to ſuſpend the operation 

of the collateral legacy Bill until the firſt of January next, that 
their lordſhips might have an opportunity of preventing that 

- injuſtice, which otherwiſe, muſt enſue, if the one ſort of pro- 

perty was to be excluſively taxed, and the land not ſo. In 

naming the firſt of January, he did not mean by that to (ay, 
that the Bill ought ever to obtain and be in force ;; he thought 
it the more objectionable of the two, as a tax on capital was 
more miſchievous than à tax on landed property, but aſter the 
repeated diſcuſſions, which they had heard upon the finances of 
the country, he was certain that miniſters muſt call parliament 
together in the interval, indeed long before. Chriſtmas— 
when the Bill might be repealed in toto. He concluded by 
moving, that the Bill for ſuſpending the collateral legacy Bill 
be read a fitſt time. FAG Ren 

The Lord Chancellor ſtated, that by the ſtanding orders, a 

Bill, after it had paſſed, could not, in the ſame ſeſſions, be either 
repealed or altered, in any degree or ſhape whatſoever, "The 
motion of the noble lord was certainly within this principle ; 
becauſe to ſuſpend the operation of a Bill was moſt certainly 
that ſort of alteration, or fo. far a repealing as to militate againſt 
this principle, He ſhould therefore move, that the Bill be re- 

jected, which was agreed to. : \ 

- The Earl of Lauderdale then entered his proteſt on the jour- 
nal of the Houſe. | 5617284 N 

Read the Bills on the table. Adjourned, _- 

The Earl of. Lauderdale then entered the following proteſt. 

"proven © 

1. Becauſe the Tax on collateral ſueceſſion to moveable property. is, in its ope · 
ration, a tax on capital inſtead of income; and conſequently may impreſs, at this 
critical perjzod other nations with the idea that all the regular and legitimate objects 

of taxation are exhauſted in this country. x 

2. Becauſe it is obviouſly unjuſt thus deeply to tax on ſuccęſſion, the one deno- 


mination of property, and wholly to exemi t the other, 
3. Becauſe 


„ 
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3. Becauſe greater inconvenience and injury may ariſe to individuals from a pub- 
lic expoſure of the circumſtance and amount of their perſonal property, eſpecially 
when the ſame is employed in commerce, than can poſſibly accrue from making 
a like ſtatement of the value of their eſtates, 4 

4+ Becauſe, if there be, as his Majeſty's miniſters have ſo frequently aſſerted, 
Jiſcontented ſpirits in the country, this partial impoſt will arm with a fact their 
declamations againſt the inequality of law, the hardſhips which preſs on ſome 
parts of the community, and the exemptions by which others are ſavoured. 
oh bt 4 6 LAUDERDALE. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Wepnespar, May 18. 


Their lordſhips confirmed the judgment of the court of fef- 
fons of Scotland, in the cauſe of Anſtruther v. Anſtruther. 


COMMISSION, 


The royal aſſent was given by commiſſion to nine public 
and ve private Bills. The commiſſioners were the Arch- 
biſhop of Canterbury, the Lord Chancellor, and Earl Spencer. 

he Earl of Macclesfield informed their lordſhips, that in 
conſequence of their humble addreſs to his majeſty, in favour 
of Mr. Cowper, aſſiſtant clerk to the Houſe, his majeſty was 
graciouſly pleaſed to return for anſwer, that he had given or- 
ders accordingly. 

Adjourned, 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
 Wepnesbay, May 18. 


Foley's eſtate Bill was read a third time, and paſſed, 

Lord Stopford at the Bar, acquainted the Houſe, that his ma- 
jeſty had received their addreſs reſpecting the proviſions to be 
made ſor the clerks of the Houſe ; and was graciouſly pleaſed 
to inform the Houſe that he had given the neceſſary directions 


as ſpecified by the ſame. 
| SLAVE TRADE. 


Sir William Dolben ſaid, that pe . on again 
ore the prorogation 


have a ſeat in that Houſe, but wi 
parliament to mention a few words, He begged to have it 


:emembered, that it was his anxious deſire, to have the flave= 
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carrying trade taken from out of the hands of private individu- 
ale, and placed' in thoſe of government. Such regulation he 
was perſuaded, would be of advantage to the unfortunate ne- 
groes, as the ſpirit of gain was ſuch at preſent, that the middle 
paſſage Bill was groſly violated, and hundreds of ſlaves above 
the amount ſpecified in the act of parliament, were often 
erowded together, without any notice being taken of the cir- 
cumſtance by government, 

The Speater reminded the honourable baronet, that there 
was no queſtion before the Houſe, 

Mr. Wilberforce roſe, and merely ſtated, that it was his de- 
ſire to have it underſtood, that however he might agree with 
his honourable friend in other particulars on the ſame ſubject, 
We what had now fallen from him, did not accord with his 

ea. 

Meſſages were received from the Lords ſignifying to the 
Houſe the paſſing of ſeveral public and private bills; and 
one deſiring the attendance of the Commons in the Houſe 
of Peers. | 

The Speaker having. in conſequence attended, at his return 
acquainted the Houſe, that the royal aſſent, by commiſſion, had 
been notified to the lottery Bill, to the Bill for granting 200,000), 
to the bank for the liquidation of the national debt, and to ſc- 
veral other public and private Bills. 


EAST INDIA COMPANY. 


General Smith complained, that as the Eaſt-India budget 
had been ſeveral times put off, he was juſtified in urging every 
thing he had formerly advanced, reſpedting the advantages 

romiſed by the firſt lord of the treaſury, and ſecretary of ſtate 
in that Houſe, as they had been alſo mentioned in another 
Houſe, to be derived from the annual payment of 500,000). by 
the Eaſt-India company, as a ſtipulation for the renewal of 
their charter, which he was ſorry to ſay had not been punctually 
performed. \ 

He was interrupted by the arrival of Mr. Secretary Dundas, 
who ſaid he expected a diſcuſſion to have come on to-day, 

concerning the Weſt-India expedition. 
I e Speaker ſaid, notice only had been given of a motion 
upon it, but no order of the day was moved. - 

General Smith reſumed his ſpeech, and faid, as he might not 
in the preſent ſeſſion be favoured with another occaſion, he felt 
it his duty to Nate to the Houſe his ſentiments on the ſubject. 
He then entered into a hiſtory of the reſolutions of the Houle, 
and the proceedings of the company reſpecting the . 
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He then entered into a hiſtory of the reſolutions of the Houſe, 
and the proceedings of the company reſpecting the 500,0001 
to be paid as participation money annually to government, 
If gentlemen looked at the papers on the table, they would ſee 

that a ſum of money would be owing by the company in July 
1796; and he was aware that the company was not able to 

make good the annual ſum of 500,000l. to government. 

There were no wars in India to preclude the proſperity of the 

company; and hence it was plain the grounds had been miſ- 

calculated on which the right honourable gentleman's hopes 

had been reſted. He aſked, was there an proſpect of payment. 
in future? Was there any transfer of ſtock made to ſecure 

the payments? The general then adyerted to the circumſtan4 

ces of the army in India, —he, gave the right honourable gen- 
tleman credit for his arrangements, which placed that reſpect- 

able body of men on a better footing : but whoever conſidered. 
the diſturbances that lately took place, would ſee that they 

were far from being perfectly ſatisfied. He read ſeveral letters 

from officers in India to maintain his arguments reſpeRing the 

company, and concluded by moving the order of the day. 

Mr. Secretary Dundas ſaid, that to anſwer completely the ob- 
jections of the honourable general, it would be neceſſary forhim 
to go over the whole ſtate of the company's affairs; hewoul 
however merely revert to the renewal of their charter. The data 
on which he made his arrangements were not then queſtioned 
by the Houſe, nor, as well as he recollected, by the honourable 
general himſelf, Experience ſince evinced to him that he had 
not aſſumed fallacious grounds; and, without goiag into a 
detailed explanation, he was warranted to aſſert, from the an- 
nual returns in the three paſt years, that there was enough of 
ſurplus for the dividends of 500,0001. to be annually made. 
good to government, after a ſufficiency for defraying all ex- 
pences, eſtabliſhments, and circumſtances whatever, It ap- 
peared, by the ſales of the loweſt years, that the ſurplus was 
never leſs than 500,000l. and every hour realized to him, that 
fate of the company's affairs which be anticipated in 1792.— 
He begged to remind the honourable general, that if the com- 
pany had not fince the year 1792 paid a farthing of the par- 
ticipation money, what he then ſaid would not be contradicted 
He never promiſed that the company's affairs would be fo 
flouriſhing as to do that in time of war. But though he did not 
promiſe ſo much, ſtill the payments made by the company in 
the three laſt years exceeded his hopes. In 1794 and 1795 
they paid the 500,000). and this year they paid 400,000.” If 
then, in the three laſt years, there had been ſo little deficiency 
in the India eſtimates, he had not a doubt but the pagticipation 

VoL. IV. 1796. 4 F | money 
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money was as ſecure to government, as the internal reſources 
and revenues of this country. In the year 1793, eſtimates had 
been prepared by the court of directors, and it appeared that 
the ſales amounted to upwards of 1 but the laſt ſales 
were upwards of fix millions. This growing ſtate of the 
company's affairs, was proved by papers on the table, and did 
not reſt on his or the honourable general's aſſertions. Ano- 
ther very material circumſtance was, the freight and demur- 
rage of ſhips, it appeared, coſt the company about a million 
and a half annually, which would entirely be at an end in time 
of peace, Notwithſtanding, however, the great expences of 
war, the company paid this year 400, oool. and, hence it 
might be inferred, that they would be able to pay the annual 
500,0001. in time of peace, together with making good all the 
deficiencies. This they unqueſtionably would be enabled to 
do by the ſavings at home; ſavings adequate to all expences 
and charges whatever. Mr. Dundas then adverted to the 
ſtatement of the honourable general, reſpecting the intemper- 
ance of the officers in India, and lamented that a matter of 
ſuch ſerious complexion had been mentioned in that houſe, on 
bare rumour. He did not mean to queſtion the private infor- 
mation which General Smith read to the Houſe ; but he put it 
to his own candour and diſcretion, whether it were not better 
to let ſuch reports ſubſide into oblivion. He had heard ſuch 
rumours himſelf, but they did not come to him in any official 
way; and hence he wiſhed to paſs them by in ſilence, though 
he heard them with pain. He was aware that the officers 
themſelves, on finding that the honourable general mention- 
ed their heat and intemperance in a Britiſh Houſe of Commons, 
would lament that the matter had been made ſo public. If 
they were guilty of the alledged miſconduct, the honourable 
general muſt know, that they were guilty of the capital crime, 
which the law termed rebellion ; and if regularly noticed in 
that Houſe, the charge muſt be attended with ſerious conſe- 
quences to them. He did not mean to ſay, that they had not 
laboured under hardſhips, at the ſame time however, much had 
been done to relieve them and put them on a better footing : 
much time of neceſſity elapſed before the proper arrangements 
for their relief could be made ; and after being made, the regula- 
tions could not be immediately tranſmitted to India, which were 
to do them all the juſtice and advantage that had been intended 
them. On that view of the caſe, he thought the honourable 
genera] would admit that he had urged the matter ſomewhat 
raſhly and unneceſſarily, He agreed with the honourable 
gener, that they were a reſpectable body of men; and con- 
cluded, by lamenting that he had mentioned their 3 
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which he himſelf ſcorned to take ſerious notice of, on ſo ſlight 
and fallacious a ground, as that of vague rumour. | 
General Smith explained. 
Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Tavrspay May 19. 


This day at three o'clock his majeſty came in the uſual 
ſtate to the Houſe of Peers; and the 3 being required 
to attend, the Speaker, with about one hundred members, at- 
tended at the bar: after the Speaker had addreſſed his Majeſty, 
he was pleaſed to deliver the following gracious ſpeech com 
the throne, 71 5 | 


« My Lords and Gentlemen, 


« The public buſineſs being now concluded, I think it ptoper to cloſe this 
ſeſſion, and at the ſame time to acquaint you with my intention of giving imme- 
diate directions for calling a new parliament. 


« The objedds which have engaged your attention during the preſent ſeſſion, 
have been of peculiar importance; and the meaſures which you have adopted, 
have manifeſted your continued regard to the ſafety and welfare of wy people. 


© The happieſt effects have been experienced from the proviſioas which you 
have made for repreſſing ſedition and civil tumult, and for refiraining the progreſs 
of principles ſubverſive of all eſtabliſhed government. 

4% The difficulties ariſing to my ſubjects, from the high price of corn, have 
formed a principal object of your deliberation ; and your affiduity in inveſtigating 
that ſubject, has ſtrongly proved your anxious deſire to omit nothing which could 
tend to the relief of my people, in a matter of ſuch general concern. I have the 
greateſt ſatisſaction in obſerving, that the preſſure of tho% difficulties is in a great 


degree removed. 


« Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, 


© I muſt, in a more particular manner, return you my thanks for the liberal 
ſupplies which you have granted, to meet. the exigencies of the war. While I 
regret the extent of thoſe demands, which the preſent circumſances neceſſarily 
occafion, it is a great conſolation to me to obſerve the increaſing reſources by 
which the country is enabled to ſupport them. Theſe reſources are particularly 
maulſeſted in the fate of the different branches of the revenue, in the continued 
and progeſſive extenſion of our navigation and commerce, in the ſteps which have 
been taken for maintaining and improving the public credit, and in the additional 


proviſion which has been made for the reduction ol the national debt. 
10 My 
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« My Lords and Gentlemen, 


« I ſhall ever reflect, with heartfelt ſatisfaction, on the uniform wiſdom, tem- 
per, and firmneſs, which have appeared in all your proceedings fince I firmet you 
in this place, Called to deliberate on the public affairs of your country in a period 
of domeſtic and foreign tranquility, you had the happineſs of contributing to raiſe 
this kingdom to a ſtate of unex ampled proſperity, You were ſuddenly compelled 
to relinquiſh the full advantages of this ſituation, in order to reſiſt the unprovoked 
aggreſſion of an enemy, whoſe hoſtility was directed againſt all civil ſociety, but 
more particularly againſt the happy union of order and liberty eſtabliſhed in theſe 
kingdoms. The nature of the ſyſtem introduced in France, afforded to that 
country, in the midiſt of its calamities, the means of exertion beyond the expe- 
rience of any former time. Under the preſſure of the new and unprecedented 
difficulties ariſing from ſuch a conteſt, you have ſhewn yourſelves worthy of all 
the bleſſings that you inherit. By your counſels and conduct, the Conſtitution 
has been preſerved inviolate againſt the deſigns of foreign and domeſtic enemies; 
the honour of the Britiſh name has been aſſerted; the rank and tation which we 
have hitherto held in Europe has been maintained ; and the decided ſuperiority of 
our naval power has been eſtabliſhed in every quarter of the world. 

« You have omitted no opportunity to prove your juſt anxiety for the te- eſab · 
Uſhment of general peace on ſecure and honourable terms: but you have, at the 
ſame time, rendered it manifeſt to the world, that, while our enemies ſhall per- 
ſiſt in diſpoſitions incompatible with that object, neither the reſources nor ſpirit of 


[Loa : 


Engliſhmen will be wanting to tne ſupport of a juſt cauſe, and to the defence af 


all their deareft intereſts, | 


« A due ſenſe of this conduct is deeply impreſſed on my heart. I truſt that 
all my ſubjects are animated with the ſame ſentiments, and that their loyalty and 
public ſpirit will enſure the continuance of that union and mutual confidence be- 
tween me and my parliament, which beſt promote the true dignity and glory of my 
crown, and the genuine happineſs of my people.“ 

The Lord Chancellor then ſtated, that it was his majeſty's pleaſure that parlis- 
ment be prorogued until the 5th of July next. 

His majeſty retired in the ſame ſtate, and the Commons withdrew to their own 


chamber. 
83 TrvrsDAY, May 19. 


| Mrs, Haſtings's Naturalization, and Johnſtoge's Eſtate 
Bills were reported, read a third time and paſſed, and ſent to 
other Houſe, where, with the other public and private Bills, 
it received the royal aſſent. | 

Account of corn imported was preſented—to lie on the table, 

Adjourned. * | 

END OF THE SIXTH SESSION OF THE SEVENTEENTH 
; PARLIAMENT OF GREAT BRITAIN. 

DISSOLUTION 
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DISSOLUTION OF PARLIAMENT. 


By the KING.—A PROCLAMATION, 
For diſſolving the preſent Parliament, and declaring the calling 


| of another, 
GEORGE R. 


\ \ 7 HEREAS we have thought fit, by and with the advice 
of our privy council, to diſſolve this preſent parliament, 
whieh now ſtands prorogued to Tueſday the 5th day of July next: 
we do, for that end, publiſh this our royal procamation ; and do 
hereby diſſolve the ſaid parliament accordingly : and the lords 
ſpiritual and temporal, and the knights, citizens, burgeſſes, and 
the commiſſioners for ſhires, and burghs, of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, are diſcharged from their meeting and attendance on Tueſ- 
day the 5th day of July next. And we being deſirous and reſoly- 
ed as ſoon as may be, to meet our people, and to have their ad- 
vice in parliament, do hereby make known, to all our loving ſub- 
jects, our royal will and pleaſure to call a new 1 and do 
hereby further declare, that, with the advice of our privy council, 
we have this day, given order to our chancellor of Great Britain, 
to iſſue our writs in due form, for calling a new parliament ; 
which writs are to bear teſt on Saturday, the twenty-firſt day of 
this inſtant May, and to be returaable on Tueſday the twelfth day 
of july. | 
Given at our court, at St. James, the 2oth of May 1796, in the 


36th year of our reign. 
GOD SAVE THE KING. 


By the KING.—A PROCLAMATION, 
In order to the electing and ſummoning the ſixteen Peers of 


Scotland. 
GEORGE R. | 


HEREAS we have, in our council, thought fit to declare 

our pleaſure for ſummoning and holding a parliament of 

Great Britain, on Tueſday the 12th day of July next enſuing, the 
date hereof : in order therefore to the electing and ſummoning the 
fixteen Peers of Scotland, who are to fit in the Houſe of Peers in 
the ſaid Parliament; we do, by the advice of our privy council, 
ilue forth this our royal proclamation, ſtrictly charging and com- 
manding all the Peers of Scotland to aſſemble and meet at Holy- 
rood Houſe, in Edinburgh, on Thuſday the zoth day of June next 
enſging, between the hours of twelve and two in the afternoon, 


to nominate and chuſe the ſixteen peers, to fit and vote in the 
Houſe 
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Houſe of Peers, in the ſaid enſuing parliament, by open el:Aion 
and plurality of voices of the peers that ſhall be then preſent, and 
of the proxies of ſuch as ſhall be abſent (ſuch proxies being peers, 
and producing a mandate in writing, duly figned before witneſſes, 
and both the conſtituent and proxy being qualified according to 
law.) And the Lord Clerk Regiſter, or ſuch two of the principal 
clerks of the Seſſion as ſhall be appointed by him to officiate in his 
name, are hereby reſpectively required to attend ſuch meeting, 
and to adminiſter the oaths required by law to be taken there by 
the ſaid election made, and to take their votes; and immediately 
after ſuch election made, and duly examined, to certify the names 
of the ſixteen Peers ſo elected, and ſigu and atteſt the ſame, in the 
reſence of the {aid peers the electors; and return ſuch certificate 
into the High Court of Chancery of Great Britain. And we do, 
by this our Proclamation, ſtrictly command and require the Pro- 
voſt of Edinburgh, and all other the magiſtrates of the ſaid city, to 
take ſpecial care to preſerve the cures thereof during the time of 
the ſaid election; and prevent all manner of riots, tumults, diſ- 
orders, and violence whatſoever. And we ſtrictly command, that 
this our royal Proclamation be duly publiſhed at the Market Croſs, 
at Edinburgh, and in all the county towns in Scotland, twenty- 
five days atlealt be fore the time hereby appointed for the meeting 
of the ſaid Peers to proceed to ſuch election. 
Witneſs ourſelf at Weſtminiſter, the zoth of May, 1796, in the 


36th year of our reign, 
| GOD SAVE THE KING. 


L 591 ] 


The following BILLS received the Royal Aſſent in the courſe 
of the Seſſion, commencing October 29, 1795, and 


ending May 19, 1796, and were all the PuBLic ACTS 
of that Period, 


23d November, N Act for continuing and granting to his majeſty certain 
duties upon malt, mum, cyder, and perry, for the ſervice 
of the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and ninety-ſix. 

An Act for granting an Act to his majeſty, by a land tax to be raiſed in Great 
Britain, for the ſervice of the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and ninety-lix . 

An Act to prohibit the exportation of corn, meal, flour, and potatoes, and to 
permit the importation of corn and other articles of proviſion, for a limited time, 
in any ſhips whatever, without payment of duty. 

An Act to continue an Act for permitting the importation of organzined thrown 


filk, flax, and flax feed into this kingdom, in ſhips or veſſels belonging to any 


kingdom or ſtate, in amity with his majeſty for a l;mited time. 
iſt December. An Act for prohibiting for a limited time, the making of 

ſtarch, hair-powder and blue, from wheat and other articles of food, and for 

lowering the duties on the importation of ſtarch, and of other articles made 

thereof. 

An Act to prohibit the exportation of candles, tallow, and ſoap, for a limited 

time. 

1$th December. An AQ for the ſafety and preſervation of his majeſty's 
perſon and government againſt treaſonable and ſeditious practices and 
attempts. 

An AR for the more effectually preventing ſeditious meetings and aſ- 
ſemblies. 

An Act to prevent obſtructions to the free paſſage of grain within the 
kingdom. 

* AR for the better relief of the poor within the ſeveral hundreds, towns, 
and diſtricts, in that part of Great Britain, called England, incorporated by divers 
Acts of parliament, for the purpoſe of the better maintenance and employment of 
the poor; and for enlarging the powers of the guardians of the poor, within the 
ſa'd ſeveral hundreds, towns, and diſtricts, as to the aſſeffments to be made pon 
the ſeveral pariſnes, hamlets and places, within their reſpecti ve hundteds, towns, 
and diſtricts, for the ſupport and maintenance of the poor. 

An Act for embanking, draining, and otherwiſe improveing, a certain ſtinted 
paſture, called Lancaſter Marſh, in the county Palatine of Loncaſter. 

An Act to continue the term of two Acts, paſſed in the twenty-ſecond year of 
the reign of King George the Second, and the thirteenth year of his preſent 
majeſty, for repairing and widening the road leading from the well, at the north 
weſt end of the town or village of Farnborough, in the county of Kent, to a place 
called Riverhill, in the pariſh of Seven Oak-, in the ſaid county. 

An Act forenlarging the term and powers of three Acts of the fixth and ſix- 
teenth years of his late majeſty, and the ſecond year of his preſent majeſty, for 
repairing the roads leading from Wedes Mul, in the county of Herttocd, to Barley 
and Royſton, in the ſaid county. 

24th December. An Act for granting to his majeity additional duties of exciſe 
on tobacco and ſnuff. 

An AR for granting to his majeſty further additional duties on the amount of 
the duties, under the management of the commillioaers tor the affairs of taxes, 
therein-mentioned. - . 

An Act for granting to his majeſty new duties on certain horſes, not charged 
with duty by any other Act or Acts of parliament, and on mules. 

An Act for granting to his majeſty ſeverai additioial duties on horſes kept for 
the purpoſe of riding, or drawing certain carriages therein-mentioned. | 

An Act for repealing the duties on licences to perf2ns uſing or exerciſing the 
vulineſs of an horſe dealer, and granting mo duties in lieu thereof. 
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An Act for the reduction of the drawbacks, and bounties now allowed on ths 
exportation of ſugar, 

An Act for determining the 2 allowances for waſte on ſalt, carried coaft - 
wiſe, and for reducing the reſpeQive terms of payment of the duties on ſalt. 

An AR to continue for a further limited time, an Act made in the laſt ſeſſion 
of parliament, intituled * An Act to prohibit for a limited time the making of 
low wines and ſpirits, from wheat, barley, malt, or any other fort of grain, or 
from any meal, flour or bran ; and for permitting home made ſpirits, depoſited in 
the warehouſes for exportation, to be taken out for home conſumption on paymert 
of duty; and to prohibit the diſtillation of low wines or ſpirits, from melaſſe: of 
the manufacture of this kingdom, or from ſugar or potatoes, 

An Act for puniſhing mutiny and deſertion, and for the better payment of the 
army and their quarters. 

An Act for allowing bounties for a limited time on the importation into Great 
Britain of any wheat, wheat flour, Indian corn, Indian meal, or rye, in Britiſh 
ſhips or other ſhips the property of perſons of any kingdom or ſtate, in amity with 
his majeſty, or on the delivery of the ſame, out of warchouſe, for home con- 
ſumption. | 

An Act to permit bakers to make and fell certain forts of bread. 

An Act to amend ſo much of an Act made in the ninth year of the reign of 
King George the Firſt, intituled © An Act for amending the laws relating to the 
ſettlement, employment, and reliet of the poor, as prevents the diſtributing oc- 
caſional relief to poor perſons in their own houſes, under certain circumſtanc.s 
and in certain caſes,” - 

March 7. An Act for enabling his Majeſty to raiſe the ſum of two millions 
five hundred pounds, for the uſes and purpoſes therein mentioned. 

An AQ for raiſing a certain ſum of money by loans or exchequer bills, for the 
ſervice of the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and ninety-fix, 

An AR for raiſing a further ſum of money by bills or exchequer bills for the 
ſervice of the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and ninety-fix. 

An AQ for the regulation of his Majeſty's marine forces while on ſhore, 

An AQ for indemnifying governors, lieutenant g- gernors, rnd perſons acting 
as ſuch in the Weil India Iſlands who have permitted the importation and expor- 
tation of goods and commodities in foreign bottoms. 

An Act for further continuing an Act made in the thirty-third year of the reign 
of his preſent majeſty, intituled, ** an Act for eſtabliſhing courts of judicaturt, 
in the ifland of Newfoundland, and the iſlands adjacent to it.“ 

An AQ ſor increafing the rates of ſubliſtence, to be paid to inn-keepers and 
ethers, on quartering ſoldiers, 

An Act to explain and enlarge the powers contained in the charter of the Lon» 
don Aſſurance of houſes and goods from fire, 

An Act to explain and enlarge the powers contained in the charter of the Royal 
Exchange aſſurance of houſes and goods from fire. 

An Act for rendering eflual an Act of the thirty-ſecond year of the reign of 
his preſent Majeſty, for the better relief and employment o“ the poor of the 
pariſhes of Montgomery and Pool, and the places united therewith, in the coun- 
ties of Montgomery and Salop. 

An AR to enable the truſtees for executing an Act paſſed in the thirty-fecond 
year of the reign of his preſent majeſty, for repairing, altering, and improving the 
pariſh church of Saint Bridget, otherwiſe Saint Br de, in the city of London, and 
for providing a workhouſe for the ſame, to raiſe a further ſum of money for com- 
pleting the purpoſes of the ſaid AR. x 

An A to enable the company of proprietors of the Thames and Severn canal 
navigation, to raiſe a certain ſum of money for diſcharging ſome arrears of 
intereſt, and other debts relating thereto, and to maintain and ſupport the ſaid 
navigation. 

An Act for extending the term of the tax on lands, and tolls on goods, wares, 
and merchandizes, granted by an Act paſſed in the thirty- fifth year oi the reign of 
his preſent majeſty, intituled © an An for improving the drainage of the N. duale 


and douth Levels, part of the Great Level of the fence, called Bedford Level, —— 
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he low lands adjoining or near to the ſaid levels, as alſo the lands adjoining, or 
near to the,river Quze, in the county of Norfolk, draining through the ſame to 
ſea, by the farbour of King's Lynn, in the ſaid county ; and for altering and im- 
roving the navigation. of the ſaid river Ouze, from or near a place called au 
rink, in the pariſh of Wiggenſh ll Saint Mary, in the ſaid county, to the ſaid 
harbour of King's Lynn; and for improving ind preſerving the navigation of the 
ſeveral rivers, communicating with the ſai i river Ouze 

An Att for making and repairing the roads from the bridge of Dee, Southward 
through the county of Kincardine, to or near to the town of Stonehaven, and 
ſrom hence by Invertervie, and by Lawrence Kirk, to the lower ard upper 
bridges, over the river Northeſk, and for making effectual the ſtatute labour in 
the ſaid county, and leveying converſation money, in lieu of labour in certain 
caſes, and otherwiſe regulating, making, and repairing high roads and bridges in 
the ſaid county of Kincardine, 

An Act for enlarging the term and powers of two As, paſſed in the twenty- 
ſeventh year of the reiga of his late majeſty, King George the Second, and in the 
lixteenth year of the reign of his preſent majeſty, for repairing the road from the 
city of Coventry to Warwick, and from coventry to Martyn's Gutter, and alſo 
ſeveral other roads therein mentioned, ſo far as the ſaid Acts relate to the ſaid 
road from Coventry to Warwick, and from Coventry to Martyn's Gutter. 

An A for continuing and enlarging the term and powers of two Acts, made in 
the twenty ſixth year of the reign ol his late majeſty, King George the Second, 
and the twelfth year of his preſent majeſty, in as far as reſpects the road from 
North Que=nsferry, in the county of Fife, to the town of Perth, and more et- 
fectually making, repairing, and keeping in repair the ſaid road, and the landing 
places at the Queensferry, 

An Act to continue the term and powers of an AQ, paſſed in the twelfth 
year of the reign of his preſent majeſty, King George the Third, for repairing, 
altzring, and keeping in repair the roads from Sheet Bridge to Portſmouth, and 
from Petersfield to the Alton turnpike road, near Hopley, iu the county of South- 
ampton. 

An Act for making and maintaining a convenient carriage road from Wear- 
mouth Bridge to Tyne-Bridge, with a branch [rom the ſaid road to the town of 
South Shields, all in the county of Durham. 

An A for continuing the term, and altering and enlarging the powers of thte 
ſcveral Acts, paſſed in the twenty-fifth and twenty · ninth years of the reign of his 
late majeſiy, King George the Second, and the ſeventeenth year of the reign cf 
his preſent majeſty, ſor repairing certain roads therein mentioned, ſo far as the 
fame Acts relate to the road from the town of Leeds, throuh Narwood, to the 
ſouth weil corner of the incloſures of Narrogate, in the Weſt Riding of the 
county of Vork. | 

An Act for more effeQtually repairing the road from Colne to Blackburn, in 
the county of Lancafter. | 

An AQ for amending and rendering more eſfectual two Acts, made in the 
twenty-ninth and thirty-third years of the reign of his preſent majeſty, for re- 
- pairing certain roads in the county of Pe:th, 

24tb Mich. An AR for defraying the charge of the pay and cloathing of the 
militia in that part of Great Britain called England, for one year, beginning the 
twenty-filth day of March, one thouſand ſeven hundred and ninety fix. 

An Act to continue ſeveral laws relating to the giving ſurther encouragement 
to the importation of naval ftores from the Britiſh colonies in Amer.caz to the 
eacouragement of the fill manuſactutes, and fer taking off ſeveral duties on 
merchandize exported, and reducing other duties; to the preventing the clandeſ- 
tine running of goods, and the danger of infection thereby; to the encouraging 
the growth of cotfee in his Majeſty's plantations in America; to the free im- 
portatioa of cochineal and indigo; te the granting a bounty cn certain ſpecies 
Britith and Iriſh linens exported, and taking off the duties on the importation of 


foreign raw linen yarns made of flax; ts the importing ſalt from Europe into the 


3 of Quebzc in America z to the encouraging the manufacture of leather, 


y lowering the duty payable upon the importation of oak, bark, when the price 
of 
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of ſuch bark ſhall exceed a certain rate; to the more effectual encouragement of 
the manufaQures of flax and cotton in Great Britain; to the allowing the im- 
gortation of rape ſeed and other ſeeds uſed for extracting oil, whenever the prices 
of midd!ing Britiſh rape ſeed ſhall be above a certain limit; to the allowing 
drawback of the duties on rum ſhipped as ſtores, to be conſumed on board mer. 
chant's ſhips in their voyages; to the clandeftine running of unaccuſtomed goods, 
and preventing frauds relating to the cuſtoms z to the further puniſhment of per. 
fons going armed or diſguiſed in defiance of the laws of cuſtoms or exciſe ; to 
the free importation of cerrain raw hides and ſkins from Ireland and the Britiſt 
plantations in America; and so the duties on ſpirits made in Scotland and im- 
por:ed into England, 

An Act to amend an Act, made in the ſecond year of. the reign of his preſer! 

majeſty intitaled an AR for the better preſervation of the game in that part of 
Great Britain called England. 
An AR to enlarge the powers of an Act, paſſed in the twenty- fifth year of the 
reign of his preſent majeſty, intituled, An Act for the better * cleanſing, 
repairing, lighting, and watching the highways, ſtreets, and lanes of and in th. 
Bill of Ramſgate, in the county of Kent, and for removing and preventing an. 
noyances therein, and for erecting a market houſe, and holding a public market 
ia the ſaid Bill. a 

An AQ for paving, lighting, cleanfing, and otherwiſe improving, the ftree:;, 
and other public places, within the town of Beccles, in the county of Suffolk. 

An Act to amend, and render more effeQual, an Act paſſed in the thirty-firf 
year of the reign of his preſent Majeſty intituled, An A for repairing, pavins, 
and cleanſing the highways, ſtreets, and lanes, within the town and borough o 

eal, in the county of Kent, and for removing and preventing encroachmen:s, 
obſtructions, nuiſances, and annoyances therein, 

An AQ for lighting and watching the ſtreets and other public paſſages and 
places within the town of Wakefield, in the county of York, and for more effec- 
tually cleaning the ſame, and removing and preventing obſtructions, nuifance-. 
and annoyances therein. 

An Act for paving, repairing, and cleanfing the highways, ſtreets, and lanes in 
the town o Folkſtone and liberty thereof, in the county of Kent, and for re- 
moving and preventing nuiſances and annoyances therein. 

An AQ for enabling the company of proprietots of the Warwick and Birming- 
ham canal navigation to finiſh and complete the ſame, and for amending the AR 
of parliament paſſi d in the thirty-third year of the reign of his preſent majeſty tor 
making the ſaid canal. '# 

An AQ to vary and alter the line of the canal authorized to be gade by an 
Act paſſt j in the thirty fourth year of the reign of his preſent Majeſty, intituled, 
% An Act for making a navigable canal from the river Kennett, at or near the 
town of Newbury, in the county of Berks to the river Avon, ator near the city 
of Bath, and allo certain navigable cuts therein deſcribed, and to amend the ſaid 

river, and alfo to make a certain navigable cut therein alſo deſcribed. 

An Act for making a navigable canal from the river Exe, near the town of 
Topſham, in the county of Devon, to the river Tone near the town of Taunton, 

in the county of Somerſet, and for cleanſing and making navigable a certain part 

of the ſaid river Tone, and for making certain cuts from the ſaid canal. 
An Act to vary and alter the line of a canal authorized to be made by an Act 
paſſed in the th rty-f urth year of the reign of his preſent majeſty, intituled, 
&« An Act tot making and maintaining a navigable canal with certain railways and 
' one rood:, from teveral collieries in the county of Somerſet to communicate with 
the intended Kennett and Avon canal in the pariſh of Brad'ord in the county of 
Wilts, and to alter and amend the ſaid Act.“ . 

An A for making a navigable canal from or near Gain's Croſs in the pariſh 
of Shili.ngfton Okeford, in the county of Dorſet, to communicate with the Ken- 
nett and Avon canal at or near Widbrook, in the county of Wilts, and alſo a 
certain navigable branch from the intended canal. | 

An ct to enlarge the term and powers of three a®s paſſed in the thirteenth 
year of King George the Firſt, the ſeventeenth year of King George the m_— 
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and the ſeventh year of his preſent majeſty, for repairing the road from Branford 
Bridge in the county of Middieſox, to that end of Maidenhead Bridge which lies 
in the county of Bucks, and for amending the road from Slough to a certain 
place in Eton, and from Langley Broom to Datchet Bridge in the county of Buck 
ingham,. 

2 Act ſor enlatging the term of an AR made in the fifteenth year of his pro- 
ſent majeſty for repairing the road from old Stratford, in the county of North- 
ampton to Dunchurch in the county of Warwick, 

An Act for amending and keeping in repair the road from the turnpike road in 
Little Yarmouth to the turnpike road at Blythburg, and alſo the road from 
Brampton to Haleſworth in the county of Suffulk. 

An Act for repairiog and amending the road leading from Croſsſield Bridge, 
within Stretford, in the county palatine of Lancaſter, tv Altriacham in the 
county palatine of Cheſter. 

An AR for continaing the term, and altering and enlarging the powers of an 
Act paſſed in the fixte-nth year of the reign of his preſent Majeſty, intitu ed, 
An AQ for repairing and widening he road from the market croſs in the town - 
ſhip of Clitheroe, to Salford Bridge, in the town of Blackburn in the county 
palatine of Lancaſter.” | 

An Act for enlarging the term and powers of two ſeveral Acts. paſſed in the 
twenty-lixth year of the reign of his late Majeſty King George the Second, and 
in the fourteenth year of the reign of his preſent Majeſty, for repairing and widen- 
ing the roads from Newfſhall's Smithy, upon Cranage Green, througk the town 
of Nether Knutsford, and by the *outh Guide Poſt in Mere, and Bucklow Hill, 
to the town of Altrineham, in the county palatine of Cheſter, and from the ſaid 
Guide Poſt to Warrington, in the county of Lancaſter, and from Bucklow Hill 
aforeſaid to Penny's Lane near Narthwich in the ſaid county of Chefter. 

26th April. An AR for repealing certain duties on legacies and ſhares of pet- 
ſonal eſtates, and fur granting other duties therean in certain caſes, 

An ct to indemnify ſuch perſons as have omitied to qualify themſelves for 
offices and employments, and to indemnify juſtices of the prace or others, who 
have omitted to regiſter or deliver in their qualifications, within the time lin ĩted by 
law, and for giving further time for thoſe purpoſes ; and to indemnify members 
and officers in cities, corporations, and borough towns, whoſe admiſſions have been 
amitted to be ſtam ped according to law, or having been ftamped have been loſt or 
miſlaid, and for allowing them time to provide admiſſions duly ſtamped; to give 
further time to ſuch perſons as have omitted to make and file aſſidavits of the 
execution of indentures of clerks to attornies and ſolicitors ; and for iniemaifying 
deputy lieutenants and officers of the militia, who have neglected to tranſ.nit de- 
{criptions of their qualifications to the clerks of the peace, within the time limited 
by law, and for allowing further time for that purpoſe. 

An Act to continue the laws now in force for regulating the trade between the 
ſubjects of his majeſty s dominions and the inhabi:ants of the territories belonging 
to the United 5tates of America. ſo far as relate; to the trade and commerce car- 
tied on between this kingdom and the inhabitants of the countries belonging to the 
ſaid United >tates. ' 

An A for indemnifying ail perſons who have been concerned in adviſing, or 
carrying into execution, an ortier for his majeſty in council, reipecting the expor- 
tation of rock ſalt, for preventing ſuits in copſeglegge of the ſame, far authorizing 
his majeſty to proh bit the expartion or carrying coaftwile, af rock ſalt, and for 
making further proviſions relative theretn, 

An Act for making the port of Leber in the Iſland of Tobago, a free 
port, under certain regulations and reſtrictions. 

An Act to amend an act made in the preſent ſeflion of parliament intituled, 
* an Act for allowing bouaties for a limited time, on the importation into Great- 
Britain of any wheat, wheat flour, Indian corn, Indian meal, or rye in Britub 

ſhips, or other ſhips the property of perſons of any kingdom or ſtate in amity with 
his majeſty, or en the delivery of the lame-out of warebouſe for bome canſump- 
Kon. - 


e Ad to amend an Act made in 9 year of the aeg of 272 
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ſent mojeſty intituled, © An AR for the more eſſectual preſervation of the pare 
in that part of Great-Britain called Scotland, and for repeating and amending 
ſeveral of the laws now in being relative thereto.” | 
An Act for the more effoctual execution of ſeveral acts of Parliament made for 
the trials of controverted elections, or returns of members to ſerve in parliament. 

An Act to enable his majeſty to grant to Joha, Earl of Weſtmortand, his heirs 
and aſſigns, in fee ſimple all the eſtate right, title, and ntereſt, r maining in his 
majeſty, in and upon the ways or walks of Sulehay, Fermes, and Shortwood, and 
Morehay in the foreſt of Rockingham, in the county of Northampton, upon a ful! 
and adequate conſideration to he paid for the ſame, 

An Act to enable his majeſty to grant to He ry, Ear! of Fxeter, his heirs and 
aſſigns, in fee fimple, all the eftate, right, title and intereſt, remaining in his ma- 
jeſty in and upon the haye of walk of Weſthay, in the foreſt of Rockingham, in 
= _ of Northampton, upon a full and adequate conſideration to be paid for 
tne fame, | a 

An Act to enable his majeſty to grant to George Finch Hatton, Efq. his heirs 
and afhigns, in fee ſimple, all the eftate, right, title, and inteteſt, remaining in his 
majeſty, in and upon the lawn of Benfield, and the bailiwick of Rockingham, in 
the foreſt of Rockingham, in the county of Northampton, upon a full and ade- 
quate compenſation to be paid for the ſame. 

An Act to regulate the making and vending of metal buttons and to prevent 
the purchaſers thereof from being deceived in the real quality of ſuch buttons. 

An Ad for further continuing and amending the ſcvcral Acts paſſed preventing 
the frauds and abuſes committed in the admeaſurement of coa s, within the city 
and liberty of Weſtminſter and that part of the Dutchy of Lancaſter adjoining 
thereto, and the ſeveral pariſhes of St. Giles's in the Fields, and St. Mary-le bone, 
and ſuch part of the pariſh of St. Andrew Holborn, as lies in the county of Mid- 
dleſex, a | 

An Act for enabling the commiſſioners for executing an Act paſſed in the 
thirty-firit year of the reign of his preſent majeſty, intituled “ An Act for widen- 
ing, improving, regulating, paving, cleanſing, a lighting the ſtreets, lanes, and 
other public paſiages and places, within the king's town of Maidftone, in Kent, 
for removing and preventing encroachments, obſtructions, nuifances, and annoy- 
ances therein, for better ſupplying the ſaid town with water, and for repairing the 
highways within the pariſh of Maidftone, to raiſe a further ſum of money tor com- 
pleting the purpoſes of the ſaid Act.“ 

un At for rebuilding the pariſh church of St. Paul, Covent-Garden, within 
the liberty of Weſtminſter, in the county of Middleſex, and the veſtry rooms be- 
longing thereto, for repairing and reinſtating the iron rails incloſing the ſcite of the 
ſaid church, and the gates leading thereto, and for making ſeveral regulations 
relating to the ſaid pariſh. 

An Act for making and maintaining a navigation from Morewellham Quay, 
in the pariſh of Taviſtock, in the county of Devon, to Jamerton Bridge, in the 
pariſh of North Tamerton, in the county of Cornwall, and alic a certain collateral 
cut frum Pawlſton Bridge, in the pariſh of Litton, in the faid county of Devon, 
to Richgrove Mill, in the pariſh of St. Stephen, near to the borough of Launceiton, 
in the faid county of Cornwall, : 

An Act for making and maintaining a navigable canal from the harbour ot 
Aberdeen, in the pariſh of Aberdeen, or St. Nicholas, into the river Don, at or 
near the South end of the bridge over the ſame (adjacent to the royal burgh of 
Inverarie) in the pariſh of Kintite, all within the county of Aberdeen, North 

Britain, Fn 

An AR to amend an Act of the thirtieth year of bis preſent majeſty for mak- 
ing and maintaining a navigable canal from Merthy in Tidvile, to and through a 
place called the Bank, near the town of Carditfe in the county of Glamorgan, and 
for extending the faid canal to a place called the Lower Layer, below the ſaid 
town. ; 
An Act to explain and amend an AQ paſſed in the thirty- third year of the reign 
of his preſer.t majeſly, intituled « An Act for making and maintaining a nava- 


gable canal from the tiver Siver at Shrewſbury, ip the county of Salop, gy 


tiver Merſey, at or near Netherpool, in the county of Cheſter, and alſo for making 


and maintaining certain collateral cuts from the ſaid intended canal, and for vary- 
ing and altering certain parts of the Whitchurch Line of the ſaid canal and colla- 
teral cuts; and for extending the ſame from Franckton common to Ferryman's 
bridge, in the parith of Whitchurch, n the ſaid county of Halop, and for making 
and maintaining ſeveral other branches and collateral cuts to communicate there 
with.” ; 

An AR to enable the company of proprietors of the Leominſter canal naviga- 
tion to finiſh and complete the ſame. 

An Act for laying an additional tax upon the lands within the North Level, 
part of the great Level of the Fens, called Bedford Level. and on Portſand, other- 
wiſe Great Hortſand, in the county of Lincoln, for the further ſupport and pre- 
ſervation of the principal banks and works of the ſaid North Level. 

An Act for dividing, allotting, incloting, draininz, and preſerving certain 
commons and waſte grounds, called the Hern Common, and Gore Commons, 
with the manor and pariſh of Ramſey, in the county of Hunting ion, and for 
repealing an Act made in the thirtieth year of the reign of his late majeſty king 
George the ſecond, intituled “ An Act for draining and preſerving certain fen 
lands and low grounds, in the ſeveral pariſhes of Ramſey, Bury, Wilton, Wardoys, 
Farciettee, Standground, and Water Newton, in the county of Huntingdon and of 
Doddington, in the Iſle of Ely, and county of Cambridge, and for making more 
ettectual provifian for thoſe purpoſes.” | 

An A for enlarging the t-rm an] powers of certain Ads of parliament made 
for repairing the ſeveral roads in the councies of Stafford, Worceſter, and Warwick, 
ſo far as relates to tite road leading from a place called Sheetway in the county of 
Stafford, through Wolverhampton to Worſley Green Gate, and other roads 
there in mentioned. 

An Att for continuing and enlarg eng the term and powers of an Act paſſed in 
the ſevenieenth year of huis preſent majeſty s reign for repairing and widening ſeve- 
ral roads leading to and from the towns of Bella and Volgelly, in the county of 
Nierioneth, and other roads therein mentioned, in the counties of Montgomery, 
Denbigh and *alop, and on repairing ſeveral ether roads in the counties of Merio- 
neth and Denbigh. 

An Act for alcering, widening, improving, and keeping in repair, the road lead- 
ing from Macclesficla, by Broknen Croſs to Congl: ton, all in the county palatine 
of Cheſter. ; | 

May 14. An AQ for raifing the ſum of ſeven millions five hundred thouſand 
pounds by way of anauities. 

An Act for further continuing for a limited time, an Act made in the twenty- 
ſeventh year of the reign ot his preſent majeſty, intituled © An Act to enable the 
lord high treaſurer or commiſſioners of the treaſury for the time being, to let to farm 
the duties granted by an Act made in the twenty fifth year of his preſent majeity's 
reign, on horſes let to hire for travelling poſt and by time, to ſuch perſons as 
ſhould be willing to contract for the ſame.” | 

An Act for charging the duty on mahoginy imported by weight. 

An AQ for rep. aling the ſtamp duties on licenſes to fell gloves and mittens by 
retail, 

2 Act for reducing the duty payable on black lead imported into this 
ingdom . 

An Act more effeQually to prevent the landing of goods, wares, and merchan- 
dize, w.thout the preſence of the proper officer ; to authoriſe offi ers of the cuttoms 
to convey wines laying on the quays to his majeſty's warehouſe, within a certain 
time alter the landing thereof; and to require the owners of ſhips, veſſels, or 
boats, licenſed by the admiralty, to give ſecurity to redeliver their licences, in 
_ w/ ſuch ſhips, veliels, or boats thall be loſt, broken up, or otherwiſe diſ- 
poled of. | N | 

An Act for allowing the importation of melaſſes from any country in Britiſh 
ſhips or veſſels, and in ſhips or veſſels belonging to any ſtate in amity with his ma- 

jeſty for a limited time. 
An AR jor the better regulation of mills, 
An 
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An Act to prevent abuſes and frands in the packing, weight, and ſale of butter, 
and to repeal certain acts relating thereto. 

An Act to indemnify all perlons who have ated in conſequence of orders in 
council, iſſued ſince the twenty-lecond day of November, one thouſand ſeven hun- 
dred and ninety-fave, for the admiſſion of certain articles of merchand'ze in neutral 
os and to authoriſe the ifſuing of orders in council for the like purpole, for « 

imited time. 

An A for further continuing for a limited time, an Att made in the thirt;- 
ſecond year of the re gn of his preſent majeſty, intituled © An Act for the mare 
effectual adminiſtration of the office of a juſtice of the peace, in ſuch parts of the 
counties of Middleſex and Surrey, as lie in and near the metropolis z and for the 
more effectual prevention of fclanies,” 

An Act forthe further ſupport and maintenance of curates within the church 
of England; and for making certain regulations reſpecting the appointment of 

ſuch curates, and the admiſſion of perſons to cures augmented by Queen Anne's 
bounty with reſſect to the avoidance of other benefices. 

An Act for the relief of perſons equitably and beneticial'y intitled to, or inter- 
eſted in the ſeveral ſtocks and annnities transferable at the Bank of England. 

An Act to explain and amend an Act, made in the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, 
and intitul d“ An Act for the encouragemeat of the mackrel ſiſhery. 

An Act for affecting the commiſſioners, clerks, and other officers, of the duty 
on ſalt for their ſalaries, and the profits of their reſpective officers, to the land tax, 
in the paziſh of St. Martin in the fields, within the city and liberty of Weſtminſter, 
notwithſtanding the ſaid office has been removed into Somerſet Place, within the 

Dutch Liberty, in the Strand, in the county of Middleſex. 

An Act to regulate the buying and felling of hay and firaw, and for repealing ſo 
much of two Acts, mrde in the ſecond year of the reign of King William and 

een Mary, and in the thirty-firſt year of the reign of King George the fecond, 
as relate to the buying and ſelliug of hay and ftraw, within the limits thezciu 
mentioned. 

An AR for regulating the trade or bufifcſs of pawn brokers. 

An Act for amending and reducing into one act of parliament, two ſeveral acts, 
paſſed in the thirty fourth and thirty-fifth years of the reipn of his preſent majeſty, 
tor the better ordering the militia of the city of London, and tor the ſurther regu- 
lating of the trained bands or militia of the ſaid city. 

An AR tor diſſolving a certain partnerſhip, ſociety, or undertaking, called the 
Million Bank, and for dividing the joint Rock and funds, belonging tbereto, amongſt 
the members the ef. a a 

An AQ to amend and render more effectual an Act made in the thirty fict 
year of his preſent majeſty, for repairing, enlarging, and preſerving the harbour 
of Swanſea, in the county of Glamorgan, ud tor making improvements in the 
heights at the mumbles. 

An AR tor the better relief and employment of the poor of the ſeveratpariſhes 
within the city of Lincoln, aud county of the ſame city, and of the pariſh ot St. 
Margaret, part whereof lies within the ſaid city, and the other part in the cloſe 
of Lincoln, in the county of Lincoln. 

An At for rebuilding the parifh church of St. Martin Cutwich, Threadneedle 
Atreet, within the city of London. 

An AG for author.ziny the company of proprietors of the Warwick and Braun- 
Non canal navigation, to vary the courie of a certain part of the ſaid canal, and for 
amending and altering the act, made in the thirty-fourth year of the reign ot his 
preſent majeſty for making the ſaid canal. 

An AQ to explan and amend an AR, paſſed in the thirty third year of the 
reign of his preſent majeſty, int. tuled “ An Act for making and maintaining a 
navigable canal from the river +evern, at Shrewſbury, in the county of alop, to 
the river Merſey, at or rear Netherpool, in the county of Cheſter, and atto for 
making and maintaining certain collateral cuts from the ſaid intended canal, 
and for varying and altering certain parts of the courſe of the aid canal ans 
- ollateral cuts between Kuabon and Cheſter, and for making and maintaining 
ſcveral other branches and collateral cuts to corammnicate therewith,” * 
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An AR to enable his majeſty, in right of his Dutchy of Lancafter, to make a 
erant of certain lands, for the purpoſe of carrying into execution an Act paſſed 
in the thirty ſecond year of the reign of his preſent majeſty, mtituled © An Act 
for making and maintaining a navagable canal, from Kirkby-Kendal in the 
county of Weſtmorland, to Weſt Houghton, in the county palatine of Lancaſter, 
ind alſo a naviguble branch from the faid intended canal at or near Berwick, 
to or near Warton Crogg, and alſo another navigable branch from at or near 
Gale Moſs, by Chorley, to or near Duxbury, in the ſaid county palatine of 
Lancaſter,” 

An Act for widening, deepening, enlarging, altering and improving the haven 
of the town and port of Great Grimſby, in the county of Lincoln. 

An Act for the more effeftual banking, draining, preſerving and improving, 
certain low lands and grounds, lying and being in the ſeveral pariſhes and town- 
hips of Everton, Scaftworth, Grinley on the Hill, Miſterton, and Walkering- 
ham, in the county of Nottingham. 

An Act for draining and improving, and for incloſing, dividing, and allotting 
certain tracts of common and waſte lands, called Marſhland Smeeth, and Marſh. 
land Fen, ly.ng within the county of Marſhland, in the county of Norfolk, and 
for tinting and regulating the ſtockings, feeding, ind depaſturing of the ſaid meeth 
and Fen, until the inclofure, diviſion, and allotment thereof, l 

An AR for dividing, alloting, incloſing, draining, embanking, and improving 
the open and common fields, ings, meadows, paſtures, and other commonable 
lands and waſte grounds, within the ſeveral townſhips of Morton, Waikerith, 
Eaſt Stockwith, Bliton, Wharton, Pilham, and Gilby, in the feveral parithes of 
Gainſburgh, Blighton, and Pilham, in the county of Lincoln. 

An AR for building a bridge over the river Jolin, at or near Northam, within 
the liberties of the town and county of the town of Southampton, and for 
making a road from the ſaid town to the faid bridge, and from thence to com- 
municate with the bridge leading ſrom the weſt end to Botley in the county of 
Southampton. 

An A for continuing the term and altering and enlarging the powers of an 
Act paſled in the twenty-eighth year of the reign of his prefent majeſty, intituled 
« An AQ for enlarging the term of an Act, made in the ſecond year of the 
reign of his preſent majeſty, for repairing and widening the roads from a cer- 
tain place near Bolton in the Moore, to Leigh, and from thence to the guide-poſt, 
near Golbeurne Dale, and to the South end of Newton bridge, and from the 
ſaid guide-poſt to Winwick, and fro Newton by Parr Stocks, to the guide- 
poſt in Parr, in the county palatine of Lancafter, and for making more effec- 
tual proviſion for repairing and widening the faid roads, except from the guide- 
poſt near Galbourne Dale to Winwick.“ 

An Act to enlarge the term and powers of an AR, paſſed in the fourteenth 
year of the reign of his prefent majeſty, intituled © An AR for repairing and 
widening the ſeveral roads near the towns of Kockerton, Kirklington, 
we l, Normanto, and Winkbo''rne, in the county of Nottingham, and far 
amending, widening, and k-eping in repair, the road branching out of 
of the ſaid roads, in the village of Kicklington to the Street Gate Road, 
the Newark and Southwell turnpike road at Great Bridge, all in the county of 
Nottingham, | 

May 28. An AQ for granting to his Majefty a certain ſum of money to be 
raiſed by a lottery. 

An AR for granting to his Majeſty the ſum of o hundred thouſand pounds 
to be ifTued and paid to the Governor and Company of the Bank of England to 
te by them placed to the account of the commiſſioners for the reduction of the 
national debt. 5 ; 

An Act to amend an Act, made in the laft ſeſſion of phllament intitale4, 
An Act to amend an Act made in the thirty-ſ-cond year of the reign of his 
preſent Majeſty intituled an Act fo rregulating the allowance of the drawback 
and payment of the bounty on the exportation of ſugar, and permitting the im- 
portation of ſugar and coffee into the Bahama and Bermuda iſlands in foreign 
ihips, and for reducing the bounty on refined ſugars exported In any other than 
Britich ſhips," 


An 
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An AQ for continuing the encouragement and reward of perſons making cer. 
tain diſcoveries for finding the longitude at ſea, or making other uſeful diſcoveries 
and improvements in navigation, and for making experiments relating therety, 

An Act to continue ſeveral laws therein mentioned, relating to the better en- 
couragement of the making of jail cloathing in Great Britain; to the encouraging 
the manufacture of Britiſh fail cloth, and ſecuring the duties on foreign fail cloth 
imported; to ſecuring the dutics upon foreign made fail cloth, and charging 
foreign made fails with a duty ; and to the allowing a bounty on the exportation 
of Britiſh made cordage. 6 

An Act further to continue an Act, made in the thirty-third year of the reign 
ef his preſent M ajeſty, intituled, ** An Act for eſtabliſhing regulations reſpectiag 
aliens arriving in this kingdom or reſident therein, in certain caſes, 

An AQ tor permitting the carrying coaſt wiſe of lime, limeſtone, dung, and 
other articles of manure, without taking out ſufferance, tranſire or let paſs, 

An Act to prevent unlawful combinations of workmen employed in the paper 
manufactory. 

An Act to authoriſe the ſail of fiſh at Billinſgate hy tetall. 

An Act for authorizing his Majeſty to order the regiftering, and the granting 
eertificates of regiſtry to certain ſhips and veſſels. the property of his Majefty's 
ſubjects, which had belonged to, or been in poſſeſſion of the enemy, and con- 
cerning which doubts have ariſen whether they are intitled to be regiſtered accord- 
ing to the exiſting laws in that behalf. | 

An Act for enabling the Eaſt India Company to perform an engagement entered 
into by them with William Sabatier, gentleman, reſpecting the importation of 
cotton from the Eaſt Indies. 

An Act for allowing the importation of arrow root from the Britiſh plantations 
and alſo of linſeed cakes, and rape cakes, from any foreign country in Britiſh 
bulir ſhips; owned, navigatcd, and regiſtered according to law, without pay ment 
of duty. | R 

An A to explain and amend an AQ paſſed in the thirty-third year of his 
preſent Majeſty's reign, intituled. An Act to provide for the families of perſons 
choſen by lot to ſerve ia the militia of thi- kingdom, and of ſubſtitutes ſerving 
therein, and to explain and amend an Act of parliament paſſed in the twenty - ſixth 
year of his preſent Majeſty, intituled, an Act for amending and reducing into 
one Act of parliament the laws relating to the militia in that part of Great Britain 
called England.“ | 

An Act to enforce the due execution of an Act paſſed in the laſt ſeſſion of par- 
Lament intituled, ** An Ad for raiſing a certain number oft men in the ſeveral 
counties in England, for the ſervice of his Majeſty's navy.” 

An Act to exempt dairies and rooms uſed ſolely for making, keeping and drying 
cheeſe and butter, trom the duties of windows and lights. 

An AQ for making allowances in certain caſes to ſubaltern officers in the time 
of ace. ; x 

An Act to enable the United Company of Merchants of England trading to the 
Eaft Indies to purchaſe certain houſes and ground contiguous to the Ealt India 
Houſe, and to widen the north end of Lime-itreet, 

An Act for further continuing the duty of one farthing per chaldron on coals, 
granted by an Act paſſed in the firſt year of the reign of Queen Anne, and revived 
and continued by two Acts, paſled in the eighth ycar of the reign of King George 
the Second, and in the ſixth year year of the reign of his preſent wajefty, for m- 
proving and repairing the piers and harbour of Whitby in the county of York. 

An Act to continue the term, and alter and enlarge the powers of an Act paſſed 
in the ſeventeenth. year of his preſent majeſty, intituled, “ An Act for repairing 
and widening the road from Hall Gate Cloſe, at the ſouth welt end of the town 
of Bedford to the town of Amptdill, and from the ſaid town of Ampthill to 
Wooburn Park, in the county of Bedfoxd ; and alfſ> the ro:d branching out of the 
ſome, in Kempſton field to the turnpike road leading from Hitchen to the ſaid 
town of Bedford, except ſo far as the ſame relates ts the road leading from the 
ſouth end of Ridgemont Town to the eatrance of Wooburn Park, at 4 place 


called the Red Lodges, and for making aus maintaining a road from the cz 
* 
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end of Ridgemont town aforeſaid, through Huſborn Crawley, to the north end 
of the town of Wooburn, and for diſcontinuing the ſaid part of the ſaid 
road leading from the ſouth cnd of Ridgemont to the Red Lodges aforeſaid, and 
alſo for diſcontinuing the highway from thence through the ſaid Park, to where 
it jou the road leading from Wooburn to Everſholt, all in the ſame county of 
Bed ord, 

May 19. An Act for granting to his Majeſty additional dutits on foreign wines, 
and Britiſh ſpirits, and on foreign wines ſold by auction. 5 

An Act for granting to his Majeſty a certain ſum of money out of the con, 
ſolidated fund, for the ſervice of the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and ninety- 
fax ; and for further appropriating the ſupplies granted in this ſeſſion of parliament, 

An AR for granting to his Majeſty certain duties on dogs. 

An Act for granting annuitics to ſatisfy certain navy victualling and tranſport 
Bills, a | 

An Act for the better collection of the duty on hats. 

An Act for enabling the United Company of Merchants of England trading 
to the Eaſt Indies, to purchaſe ground tor building warehouſes upon, and to make 
a new ſtreet from Petticoat-lane to White-ſtreet, inſtead of Gravel-lane in Petti- 
coat- lane. 

An Act for raiſing, maintaining, and keeping in repair, the road from the north 
end of the Bridge, commonly called Old Trent Bridge, to the weſt end of St. Mary's 
Church-yard, by way of Hollow Stone, in the pariſh of St. Mary in the town of 
Nottingham; and for erecting and maintaining ſuch and ſo many flood bridges 
upon the ſaid road as may be neceſſary to carry off the flood water, and for 
widening and improving the entrange into the town of Nottingham, by way of 
Hollow Stone, 


« 
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MESSAGE OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTORY or 
FRANCE. + = 


* 


REPUBLIQUE FRANCAISE. + 


Uſage du Directoire addreſſe au 
bei! des Ancient le 5 ioſe, 


et lu en Comite Secret. 


C1TOYENS LEGISLATEURS, 


Des ennemis de la France ont parle 
de paix, mais c'etoit pour relentir nos 
preparatifs, pendant qu eux - memẽs re- 
doublient d'efforts pour continuer la 
guerre : ils vouloĩent aflviblir le courage 
de nos defenſeurs, en les bergant, d'une 
pacification prochaine, quꝰ eux- me mes 
ne ceſſvient d' luder par des formes 
evaſives et des pre texts frivoles. Cette 
perfidie, de leur part, neſt pas nouvelle, 
et les bruits qu'ils ont affectẽ derepandre 
a ce ſujet, depuis le commencement 
des hoſtilites, n'ont jamais manque 
de'tre faifis et accredites par la faction 
de letranger, qu' ils entretiennent au 
millieu de nous. Mais ces manœuvres 
n'ont point garanti les meſures du Di- 
reQtoire Executiff, et tout en offrant la 
Paix aux Puiſſances Coaliſces, a des 
conditions auſſi moderees que peut le 
comporter la dignite Nationale, il n'a 
rien neglige pour aſſurer des nouveaux 
triomphes aux armes republicaines, 

Les Frangais doivent ſavoir qu'ils 
nauront la paix avec leurs ennemis 
que lorſqu'ils auront mis ceux-ci 
dans | *impoſſibilite de pourſuivre leurs 
projets deſaſtreux. Cette epoque n'eſt 
pas Eloignee, elle doit couronnet une 


campagne vigoureuſe, et nous avons 


lieu de croire que celle qui va s ouvrir 
ne le cedera point à celle de Pan 3. 
Deja la conſiſtance qu'acquiert chaque 
jour le gouvernement; Paccord deſeſ- 
perant pour les ennemis intérieurs, 
qui exiſte entre le corps legiſlatif et 
le direCtoicez la cir-ulation des denrees 
qui commence 3 fe retablir; em 
pteſſement des jeune citoyens à re- 
39 ndre leurs drape aux; \ aftivits genék- 


FRENCH REPUBLIC: :- 
Meſſage from the Directory, addreſſed 


te the Council Elders, dated 5 
Pluvioſe (Jan. 25,) and read in 4 
Seeret Committee, 


CITIZENS LEGISLATORS, 


Enemies of France have ſpoken of 
peace, but it was to relax our prepara - 
tions, while they themſelves redoubled 
their eflorts for continuing the war: 
they wiſhed to weaken the courage of 
our defenders, by lulling them with 
the hopes of approaching peace, which 
they themſelves have not ceaſed toelude, 
by evaſive forms and frivolous pretexts. 
This perfidy, on their part, is not new, 
and the reports they have affected to 
circulate on this ſubject, from the com- 
mencement of hoſtilities, have never 
failed to be ſeized on and believed by the 
foreign faction, which they maintain 
among us, But theſe manceavres have 
never influenced the meaſures of the 
Executive Directory, who, even in offer- 
ing peace to the Coaleſced Powers, on 
conditions as moderate as arc conſiſtent 
with the national dignity, have neglected 
nothing for aTuring new triu mphs ts 
the republican arms. 

The French ſhould know that they 
will not have peace with their enemies 
till they ſhall have rendered it impoſſi - 
ble for them to purſue their diſaſterous 
projects. This epoch is not far off; in 
muſt crown a vigorous campaign, and 
we have reaſon. to believe that which is 
about to be opened will yield in nothing 
to that of the 3d year. Already the 
confiſtency which the government daity 
acquires—the concord (to the deſpair of 
our internal enemies) which ſubſiſts 
between the Legiſlative Body and the 
Directory the circulation of proviſions 
which * to be re · eſtabliſhed . the 
anxiety of the yonng citizens to rejoin 


their Randt the general activity - 


4 


rale des contribuables i ſeconder la 
meſure ſalutaire et decifive de Pemprunt 


force; la certitude enfin de voir Woes” 


les factions pour ſuivies, ſoit que leur 
.royaliſme demeure d decouvert, ſoit 
qu elles en diffimulent Vatrierepenſce 
ſous les formes anarchiques; tout 
enfin nous annonce que fi nous ſommes 
forces par d'implacables ennemis a 
couvrir encore de nos ſoldats leurs 
plaines en anglantces, ce ſera pour 
venir bient8t, couverts de nouveaux 
Lmiers, - jouir du repos, | deformais 
inal:&rable, qu'aſfurent la conſtitution 
zaree' par tous les Francais, le retour de 
la morale et de la juſtice, l'amour du 
travail et de Peconomie. Ce qui tend, 
vous le favez, citoyens legiſſateurs, 
le ſervice i penible en ce moment, 
malgre les  feſſbtrces prodigieuſes qui 
exiſtent encore dans la republique, 
c'eſt-Vabſence des ſignes repreſentatifs 
&'tchange, enfouis par la cupidits, 
qui 0te Ja poſhibilite de faire les ap- 
provifionnemens - neceſfairies aux 
armtes; il faut donc un moyen d'y 
ſuppleer, et la directorie n'en apper- 
700 aucun que la levee en nature de 
objet, au moins, qui, dans ce mo- 
ment, eſt le plus urgent et le plus 
indiſpenſable; ce lui des chevaux, tant 
de trait que de remonte. 

La principale cauſe du peu de 
ſutces de la campaigne dermiere, fut 
le defaut preſqu'abſolu,de moyens de 
tranſports, et la ſuperiorite des ennemis 
en cabalerie. Le mal ne fait, qu'aug- 
menter 'chaque jour, et nous ſommes 
obliges de vous dire, citoyens légiſla- 
teurs, que sil n'eſt pris, a cet egard, 
une meſure auſſi prompte qu'efficace, 
nous devons nous attendre à des revers. 
Le directe re demande que vous auto- 
ide à faire Ja levee du trentieme 
ve, dans toute I'ctendue de la re- 
publique; experience aſſure le ſucces 


de cette meſure; tout autre ne peut 


donner que des reſultats douteux, 
atrdils, entraĩnant a des depenſes ex- 
ceſſives, et à la ſortie d'une quantite 
prodigieuſe de numetaire. 


Le directoire ne s'eſt | determine- 


A. taite au corps legiſlatif la propo- 
ſition,. d'une levée extraordinaire de 
chevaux, qu'apres Vayoir _ long-tems 
rgeditee et s etre bien penctre qu'il 
neexilte point, d'autres moyens @allurer 
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the contributors to ſecond the falutary 
and decifive meaſure of the forced loan; 
che certainty, in ſhort, of ſeeing all the 
— puniſhed, whether their ro al- 
iſm de vered, whether they diſſem - 
ble the Taft breath of it 5 forma 
of anarchy—every thing, in ſhort, an- 
nounces that, if we are forced by our 
implacable enemies to cover again theiy 
bloody plains with our ſoldiers, it wil! 
be to return ſpeedily, covered with new 
laurels, to enjoy thenceforward the un- 
alterable repoſe that is aſſured by the 
conſtitution, ſworn to by all Fxenchmen, 
and the return of morality and juflice, 
the love of labour and economy, 
Citizens Legiſlators, you are aware that 
what renders the ſervice fo painful in 
the preſent m ent, notwithſtanding 
the prodigious reſources which are &i\} 
to be found in the republic, is the ab- 
ſence of "the ere fins of 
exchange, ſwallowed up by that ava- 
rice,” which renders it impoſſible to pro- 
vide the neceffary "ſupplies for the 
armics, We muft deviſe ſome ſubſti- 


tute; and the Directory can perceive no 


other except that of raiſing in kind that 
article at leaſt which is at preſent moſt 
neceffary and indiſpenſible, viz. horſes 
both for draught and ſaddle. 


The principal cauſe of the little ſuc- 
ceſs of the laſt campaign was the al- 
moſt total want of means of convey- 
ance, and the ſuperiority of our enemy's 
cavalry, The evil muſt increaſe every 
day, and we are obliged to tell you, 
Citizen Legiſlators, that if there is not 
taken in this reſpect, a mcaſure prompt 
and efficacious, we muſt expect defeats, 
The Directory requeſts that you will 
authoriſe it to raiſe the thirtieth horſe 
in all the extent of the republic. Ex- 
pet ſence aſſures the ſucceſs of this mea- 
ſure; all others will only have doubtful 
confequences, Now, and bringing with 
thern exceſſive expences, and the ſend- 
ing out a prodigious quantity of 
ſpecie. | 

The Directoty has not formed the 
determination to make the Legiſlative 
Body the propoſition of an extraordinary 
Jevy of horſes till after the ſubſèct had 
been long conſidered, and that there 
were well convinced that there exiſted 
wo other means of eaſurig the ſerv cf 
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Cette: levde {erolr faite par les corps © This levy ſhall be made by the Ad- 
© dminiftratifs. - Le corps legiſlatif miniſtrative Bodies. The Lepiſlative 
peat Ratuer lui- mme ſur le mode Body may itſelf enact the mode of the 
d'exccution, au Fabandonnee au di- execution, or leave it tu the Direftorywho 
rectoire, qui ſuivra le plus Cconomique will follow the means moſt economical 
et. le moins / onereux poſſible aux” and the leaſt veratious to the citizens; 
citoyens 3 mais que Ique parti que vous whatever decifion you may make in this 
udoptiez à cet 'Egard les circonſtanices reſpect, circumſtances require that this 
„ que cette meſure ne foit point meaſure be not deferred,” — * 
Ciroyens legiſlateurs, le direc- Citizens Legiſlators, the Diree- 
toixe invite le conſeil a prendre I'- tory invites the Council to take the 
objet de la demande dans la plus object of its demand ints the moſt 
Laute et la plus prompte 'confide- ſerious and the moſt prompt 
a e + -*  deration. N 
RUE Ir, Preſident. ' RgvuerLt, Preſident. 


Note tranſmitted to M. Barthelemy, by Mr. Wickham, March 8, 1796. 
HE underſigned, his Britannic Majeſty's Miniſter Plenipotentiary to the 
Swiſs Cantons, is authorifed to convey to Monf. Barthelemy, the defire 
of his Court to be made acquainted, through him, with the drſpolitions of 
France in regard to the object of a general pacificatlon. He therefore re- 
queſts Monk, {Barthelemy to tranſmit to him in writing (and aftes having 
made the neceſſary inquiries) his anſwer to the following queſtions. _ 

I. Is there the diſpoſition in France to open a negotiation with his Majeſty 
and his Alkes-for the re-eſtabliſhment of a general peace, upon juſt and ſuit- 
able terms, by ſending, for that purpoſe, Miniſters, to a congreſs, at ſuch place 
1 may hereafter he agreed upon? | 

II. Would there be the diſpoſition to communicate to the underſigned the 
general grounds of a pacification, ſuch as France would be willing to propoſe; 
in order that his Majeſty and his Allies might thereupon. examine in con ; 
vert, roar: they are ſuch as might ſcrve-as the foundation of a negotiation 
lor ꝓcace7 ls | N 

II. Ur would there be a deſire to propoſe any other way whatever, for 
arriving at the ſame end, that of a general paciſication? | 

Ihe underſigned is aut horiſed to receive from Mouſ Barthelemy the anſwer 
to thele queſt.ons, and to tranſmit it to his Court; but he is not in 
22 authoriſed to enter with him into negotiation, or diſcuſſion upon thele 
ſub je cts. * 0 L 


Brno, March 8, 1796. (Signed) W. WICKHAM. 


Nate tratſmitted to Mr. Wickham, by Mr. Barthelemy, March 26, 1796. 
HE underſigned, Ambaſlador of the French Republic to the Helvetic 
1 Body, has tranſmitted to the Executive Directory the note which Mr. 
Wickham, his Britanick Majeſty's Miniſter Plenipotentiary to the Swiſs 
Cantoiis, was pleaſed to convey to him, dated the eighth of March. He 
has it in command to anſwer it by an expoſition of the ſentimenta and dif» 
poſitians of the Executive Directory. | 
Ihe Directory ardently deſires to procure fur the French Republic a juſt, 
honoutable, and folid peace. The ftep taken by Mr. Wickham would have 
afforded to the Directory a real ſatisfaction, if the declaration itſelf which that 
miniſter makes, of his not having any order, or any power to negotiate, did not 
ive room to doubt of the ſincerity of the pacific intentions of his court, In 
act, if it was true that Englaud be, an to know her real intereſts, that ſhe 
wiſhed to opey again for berlelf the ſources of abundance and proſperity; if 
ihe fought tor peace with good faith; would the propute a congrets; of which 
the. necrſſay reſul moſt be to render all negotiation endlrts? Or would 
the confine herſelf to the aſking in à vague manner that the French'govertie 
ment ſhould point out any other way, whatever, for attaining the ob 
3<0t, that of à geucral padfication ? — a tt 


P 


8 
„ 


. - - 58 — N * . — * _ = 1 
- e 4 — . 
e we 2 . PR, 7 "ONE « 4 b — # —_— * — 1 
Nee. TS OE I DE ee © 

- = gy 3 e * 5 
A * * * 
* 
© — 


* 4 - 
— — 4 2 


E me lr; 


6 STATE PAPERS. 


Is it that this ſtep has had ho other * than to obtain for. the Britiſh 
goverarpent the ſavourable impreſſion which always accompanies the fir(: 
overtures for peace? May it not have been accompanied with the hope that 
mn 1 "6b uu ne | 
However that may. be, the Ex*cutive Directory, whoſe policy has no other 
guides than openneſs and good faith, will follow in — a conduct 
which ſhall be wholly mable to them. Vielding ta the ardent deſire by 
which it is animated to procure peace for the French Republic and for all 
nations, it will not fear to declare itſelf openly. Cbarged by the conflitution 
with the execution ef the laws, it cannot make or liflen to any propoſal that would 
be contrary to them, The conſtitutional aft does nat permit it to conſent to any 
alienatian of that which, according to.the exiſting laws, conflitutes the territory of 
the Republic, {Charge par la conkitution de execution des loix, il ne peut 
faire ou cntendre aucune propoſition qui y ſerait contrairess Lacte conftti- 
tutionnel ne lui permet de confentir à aucune alienation de ce, qui, d'apres 
les lot exiſtantes, conſtitue le territoire de la republique. - © 
With reſpect to the countries occupied by the French armies, and whieh 
have not been united to France, they, +s well as other intereſis, political and 
commercial, may become the ſnbje of a ncgotiation, which will prient to 
the Directory the means of proviuz how much it deſires to attain Specdily to 
a happy pacification. | 143-9 
The DireQory is ready to receive, in this reſpect, avy overtures that ſhall 

be jull, xcaſonable, and compatible with the diguity of the Republic, 

Boſe, the 6th of Germipal, the 4 year of. French Re- 
f public (26th March, 1756.) ght $432 


— 4 


\ NO PE. roads | 4 
The Court of London has received from its miniſter ia Switzerland, the 
anſwer made to the queſtions which he had been charged to addreſs to Mou- 
ficur Batthelemy, in reſpect to the opening of a negotiation for the re · eſta - 
bliſhnient of general tranquillity, _ 71. | 
This Court has ſcen, with regret, how far the tone and ſpirit of that 
anſwer, the nature and extent of the demands Which it contains, and the 
manner of announcing them, are remote from any diſpofitions for- peace. 

The inadmiſſible pretenſion is there avowed of appropriating to France all 
that the laws aQualiy exiſting there may have compriſed under the deno- 
mination of French territory. To a demand ſuch as this is added an expreſs 
declaration, that no propglal contrary to it will be made, or even liſtened to 2 
aud this, under the preteuce of an internal regulation, tlie proviſions of which 
arc wholly foreign to all other nations. 

While theſe diſpoſitions ſhall be perfiſted in, nothing is left for the King 
but to proſec ute a war equally juſt and neceſſary. 1 1 

Whenever his enemies ſhall manifeſt more pacific ſentiments, his majeſty 
will at all times be eager to concur in them, by leading himſclf, in concert 
with his alles, to all ſuch meafures as ſhall be beſt calculated to re. eſtabliſh 

eral tranquillity on conditions juſt, honourable, and permanent : either 
* eſtabliſhment of a congreſs, which has been fo oſten, and ſo happity- 
the means of reſtoring pezce to Europe; or by a preliminary diſcuſſion of the 
privciples which may be propoſed, on either fide, as a ſoundati of a general. 
pacificavion; or, laitly, by au_impartial examination of any other way which 
ay be pointed out to him far arriving at the fame ſalutary end · VEL 
—Davaing Sear, April 10, 1796. ; L g . 
Copy of the Reſcript which the Emperor ſent to Baron de Hugel, in anſwer to 
the letter of congrat ulation of the Diet of Ratiſbon, on account of his Im- 


-rial Majelty's victorics. 'F | | 16" 
„ L have peruſed the contents of the letter of congratulation and of 
7 thanks which the General Dict has very humtly addrefſed/to us 
under-the date of the 27th ult. This folema expreſſion of the moſt win Pa 
| 0 . ; ' + tzyuce 
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titude for ch: extraordinary ſacrifices, and the generous efforts which we have 
made, for the energetic/ and 'rerſovering alſiſtance which we have fürpi 

and for our indefatigable ſolicitude for the ſafety and preſervation of the 
country and conſtitution of the German empire—tlie noble and patriotic ex- 
preſſion of the ſincere part which the Diet takes'in the brilliant and ever 
marable victories which we have obtained, under the protection of the ma 
high, by our unconquerable firmneſs, and the bravery of our armies, have ex- 
cited in us ths moſt agreeable ſentiments. We order yon, in conſequence, to 
teſtify, in our name, to the General Diet of the Empire, our fatis an as 
Supreme Chief of the Germanic Body. Ri h 

« The fate of Germany would have been decided by the loſs of the richeft, 
maſt populous, and moſt conſiderable provinces, if the enemy, full of F444 
dence in their project of ſchiſm, rending to favour the full execution of their 
plan of aggrandizement and conqueſt, had ſucceeded in ſtriking the laſt blow 
which they were preparing againſt the German Empire. | 

« We explained ourſelves in a very detailed manner on this ſu! j &, :e:ord. 
ing to the importance of the object, in the necree of commiſſion which we 
ſent to the Diet on the 19th of November, laſt year; we ** to it the very 
remarkable proclamation of the repreſentatiyt of the French people, Merlin of 
Thionville, to the inhabitants of the left bank of the Rh'ne, of which we 
have — received information, 

This prochkmation furniſhes à new and irrefragable g roof of the formal 
and decided project of the enemy to take all the le't bank of the Rhine as 
the boundaries of their conqueſts, and to lay as a baſis for the approaching 
yeace the diſmemberment o! that part of the Body Politic of Germany, The 
victories gained by my generals ſince the middle of Oꝗ ber, are ſo much the 
more important, inaſmuch as they have turned aſide the mortal blow directed 
againſt the Empire of Germany and the c:nſtitution, 

At the ſame time it reſults from the faithful expoſure of the actual Nate 
of the polirical relations contained in the decree of ratification, and princi- 
pally in the reply of the Committee of Public Szſety. to the firſt overtures 
of peace made by us, in our name, and in that of the Empire, that it is the 
decided expreſſion of patriotiſm, harmony, warlike valour, and perſeverance, 
that can alone bring the enemy tos juſt and permanent peace; and it is on 
with arms in our hands that we can accelerate the peace of the empire, which 
we ſo ardently deſire. £ ; Narr Fs | 

« However agreeable the ſolemn expreſſion of the gratitudeand congratu · 
lations that — expreſſed to us may be, we ſhall think it proper, ne- 
vertheleſs, to ſet very ſtn limits to the juſt confidence, which we have in 
the patriotiſm of the ſtates of the empire, it in the part which they take on one 
hand, in the gloriors victories gained. and on the other, in every thing 
that may aſſure the preſervation and proſperity of Germany, we do not re- 
cognize the conviction of the indiſpenſible nect ſſity and the renewal of the 
conſtitutional aflurance, of co operating with tae greateſt energy in this ſo 
important and decifive moment, by the general union and the moſt vigorous 
exerciſe of all the armed force of Germany, in the defence and ſupport of 
the country, and in the preſervation of its liberty and conſtitution; and this 
for the purpoſe of acceierating a peace, which ſha l not diſhonour the German 
name, and of putting an end to all the inevitable burdens and evils of a war 
to which the Empire was forced. | . 

No one can miſunderſtand the rect itude of our views in theſe ſentiments, 
which we manifeſt with confidence, in our quality of ſupreme head of the 
empire, and which you will communicate, without delay, to the counſe Tofs, 
—— and miniſters of the General Diet of the Empire. * Bin 

- Given at Vienna, Dec. 22, 195. : N 


- 


: 


Copy of the Anſwer which the Palatine Ambaſſador, Count de Tattenbach, . 
received on the twenty- ſeventh of January, to his complaint made go fhe 
Fmperor, againſt the difarming of the troops of the Palatinate. 

ac Emperor cannot decide in this cauſe, as the difarming of the 
1 troops was only in conſequence of the {candalous ſurrender of Man- 


: — - — I A = — — — 


> —_ N . ' * — _— 
4 p . 2 — + 8 — a Fu 


— + —_ 


u ůUa: T 
2 2 —B —— 


i 


STATE PAPERE. 


heim, apd the, inimical behaviour of the garriſon of that place to the tr 
of his E. „on whoſe arrival they had. drawn up the bridge, denied — 
the palla 1 ngh the town, &c. The termina ion of the iuqniry into this 
cauſe muſt be waited for ; and it depends entirely upon the Elector to ac- 
celerate obtaining the ſatisfaction. he demands, by a ſpecdy termination of the 
trial of thoſe perſons who cauſed the capitulation and furrender of the place,. 
Concerning the demands made by Count Wurmſer, which are alſo a part of 
the complaint, his Majeſty deſires the Elector to conſider that an army, 
forced by circumſtances to march to a en they never thought their 
preſence would be required, could not carry their magazines with them; and 
that therefore, they had no reaſon to complain of contributions which were 
of the utmoſt neceſſity, without which the army mult have periſhed, and 
which were but a ſmall compeuſation, compared with what would have been 
leſt if the country had fallen into the hands of a deſolating enemy; his ma- 
jeſty had however given orders, that every thing which either had been, or 
ſhould in ſuture be delivered tu the Imperial army, ſhould be paid ſor, and an 
agreement about the price made with the government of the palatinate, Con- 
cerning the contribution which Count Wurmſer demanded of the city of 
Manheim, his Imperial Majeſty muft confeſs, that he had given no orders to 
that purpoſe ; but as it is cuſtomary to give ſome marks of gratitude to troopy 
who take a fortreſs, eſpecially when this is accompanied with great loſs and 
danger, his Majeſty thinks the inhabitants of Manheim ſhould willingly im- 
pelled by gratitude to their deliverers, have given the 100,000 florins, 
which were raiſed to be diſtributed among them. The payment of the ſam 
of 200, oo florins more, which was made aiterwards, ſhould not be imme- 
diately inſiſted upon. His Majeſty had given orders to Field Marſhall Wurmſer 
not to interfere in the civil government, though his Majeſty had a right to 
keep the place till a peace ſhall be concluded, and to treat it in the ſame man- 
ner as any other conquered place. It would, however ,be expected, that his 
Electoral Highneſs would appoint ſuch perſons for the management of public 
affairs, as were not ſuſpected of acting contrary to the intentions of his lms 
perial Majeſty for the public welfare.” 
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SIXTH SESSION, SEVENTEENTH PARLIAMENT, OcT. 297 
1795, to Mar 19, 1796. 
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„% The Roman Numerals owe to the Volume, and the Figures to the 
age. 


AFINGDON, Earl of, on Treaſon Bill, i. 163. 259. On Meſſage rela- 
tive to Negotiation, ii. 395, On Seditious Meeting Bill, ii. 485. 

Abbot, Mr. on Seditious Meeting Bill, ii. 188. Gives notice of moving for 
Committee on expiring laws, iv. 47. Moves, iv. 78. 

Act: Publick, liſt of all thoſe that have paſſed in the ſeſſion, iv. 591. 

Adair, Mr Serjeant, on Breach of Privilege in publiſhing Pamphlet in- 
titled « Thoughts on Government, i. 427, 428, 445, ii. 29. 234. Ou Petition 
of Merchants and Bankers, i. 466. On Seditious Meeting Bill, it. 43. On 
Slave Trade, iii. 97. 296. 348. 349. 441- On Bill for anatomizing Burglarers, 
iii, 401. On Negroes, iv. 60. 69. On Expiring Laws Committee, iv. 79. 
On Mr. Manning's Petition relative to Stamps on Bill of Exchange, iv. 164. 
Preſents Petition from Quakers for relief with reſpeR to tythes, iv. 165. 
Notice upon it, 166. Introduces Bill, iv. 220. 235. 352. 363. 466. 520. 576, 
577. Curates Maintenance Bill, iv. 360, 361. : 

Addington, Mr. W. on the Sedition and Treaſon Bills, i. 5t3. On Slave 
Trade, in. 109, 347. | | 
Addreſs, of Houſe of Lords, on Outrage on the King and King's Speech, 
i. 5, 54. 99, 100. Preſented, i. 98. i 

Accounts, relative to Flour and Corn, A dix vol I. 61, 60, 110. Of net 
Produce of Cuſtoms in England and Scotland paid into Exchequer up to 
October 10, 1795, Appendix vol. i. 118, Net Produce of Stamp Duties, In- 
ciderts, Exciſe, &c. up to October 10, 1795, Appendix vol. i. 123 to 127. 
Extraordinary Expences of Army, Appendix vol. ii. 3 to 36. Of Pay, Cloath- 
ing and allowances of Volunteer Local Corps, &c. and other Army Accounts, 
Appendix vol, ii. 37 to 57. Army Extraordinaries up to December 24, 1795s, 
Appendix vol, iii. 87 tog8. Produce of Duties for Payment of Annuities &c, 
Appendix vol. iii. 21 to 86. Produce of duties for payment of annuities, 
&c, Appendix 87 to 98. Produce of Taxes up to April 5, 1746, Appendix 
vol. iii. 99. Value of Exports and imports in laſt ten years, 10T to 109. 
Extraordinary Expences of Army up to 24 December 1795, not provided for 


by Parliament, 110 to 114. 
| a Agree 
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Arreement between individual Members of both Houſes to reduce the price 
of M deut in their reſpective families during high price of Wheat, ii. 457. 

Albemarle, Earl ef. notice of Motion reſpecting Pamphlet entitled“ Thoughts 
on the Engliſh Government, ii. 91. Lays the Pamphlet on the Table, ii, 
126. Moves that is a breach of Privilege. ll. 127. 

Allardyce Mr, on Scotch Cavalry, ii. 2. - 

Amyatt, Mr. preſents Petition from Southampton, ii. 34. 

Aucaſter, Duke ef, preſents Petition from Lincoln, ii. 213. 

Anderſon, Mr. Alderman, on Seditious Meeting Bill, i. 235, 236, ii. 212, 
On Petition from Alderſgate Ward, 1i. 38. 106. Brings up two Bills relative 
to Charters of Royal Exchange and London Inſurance Offices, ii. 153. Moves 
for leave to bring in Bill to protect the Merchants, Bankers and Traders 
from depredatioas of their Clerks, &c. ii. 149. Preſents a Petition from 
Million Bank, iii. 16. Moves for kave to bring in Bill, iii, 74+ Moves ſor 
leave to bring in Bill for relief of Coalheavers, iv. 189. 

Anneſley, Mr. preſents Petition from Reading in favour of Treaſon and 
Seditious Meeting Bills, i. 402. 

Anſwer received by Palatine Embaſſador, on his complaint made to the 
Emperor, Appendix vol. iv. 7. 

b 2 My. on Seditious Meeting Bill, i. 325. ii. 113, 114. On Treaſon 

ill, 11. 90. | 

* to Addreſs on King's Speech, i. gg, 100. 

Arden, Lord, moves navy (Seamen and Marines) i. 125, Moves for In- 
ſtructions to Committee to introduee clauſe to enable officers of the marixc 
to enliſt men for that fervice from the marching regiments, &c. beyond Seas, 
iii. 8. On Caldon Canal Bill, iii. 511. 

Army e ii. 102. 

Army Extraordinaries, ii. 214. 

Army, 1 Appen dix vol. i. 123. vol. ii. 37. 

Attorney General, (Sir John Scott), on Seditious Mecting Bill, i. 286. ii. 112, 
On Breach of Privilege (Thoughts on Government) i. 428, 447. ii. 9. On 
Call of the Houſe, i. 462. On the two Bills, i 478. On Treaſon Bill, ii. 61. 
107. 416. On York Petition, ii. 227, On Hamburgh Bills, iii. 247. On 
Bill for Burglarers, iii. 403- On Collateral Succeſſion Bill, iii. 502, On real 
Eſtate Succeſſion Bill, iv. 369, 423. 

Auckland, Lord, on his Grant of Penſion, ii. 92. On Vote of Credit Bill, 
iii. 301, 303- On Game Laws, iii. 338. On Shadwell's Divorce Bill, iii, 
340. On Conduct of Adminiſtration (Marquis of Land{down's Motion) iv. 
396, On Finance, (Earl of Lauderdale's Motion) iv. 553+ 


Baker, My. on Treaſon Bill, ii. 89. 
Barracks, accounts of Expenditure upon, Appendix vol. ii. $2 to 95. 
Barnham, My. on Breach of Privilege, i. 436. On "Treaſon Bill. ii, 18, 89, 
On Slave Trade, iii. 110. 346, On Maroon War in Weſt ludies, iii, 484, 
485. On Slave Carrying Bill, iv. 226. : 
Baring, Sir Francis, on high price of Bread, i. 120. 376. 379. On his Ma- 
jeſty's Meſſage relative to fale of Dutch Prizes, ii. 236, On Loan, ii. 270. 
On Budget, ii. 283. On Bread ii. 552, On Hamburgh Bills, ui. 247. 
Barker, Mr. on Bill to regulate conveyance of Writs, ii. 545. 
Barthelemy, M. his Anſwer to Mr, Wickham's Notification, Appendix 
vol. iv. 5. a 
| Baſſet Sir Francis, on Seditious Meeting Bill, i. 302. 360. On Scarcity of 
Coro, i. 376. In Converſation on Petitions, i. 497, 498. Preſents Petition 
from 5 in favour of Bills, ii. 235, On Millers Toll Regulation Bill, 
iii. 476. | 
Baſtard, Mr. on real Eſtate Succeſſion Bill, iv. 271. 421, _ : 
Bankes, Mr. on report from Corn Committee, ii. 450. On Seditious Mect- 
bo ad : Bath 
, 
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Bath, petition from, upon Treaſon and Seditious Meeting Bill, i. 20. 

Bedford, Duke Fa on King's Speech, i. 59. 92, 93. On Treafon Bill, i. 
136. 142. 143, 165. 213, 214. 244, 245. 251. 259, lu Committee on the 
Bill, i. 217, 219, Preſents Hetwious from Plymouth Dock, Stonehouſe, 
Frome, Durham and Newcaſtle againſt the Bills, ii. 296. Petition from Bed- 
ford, ii. 384, 385 On Meſſage relative to Negotiation, ii. 395, 396. Preſents 
Petition from 17.000 perſons, Guardians of Conſtitutional Liberty, ü. 447. 
On Seditious Mecting Pill, ii. 465 On High Price ot Corn, i. $41, 542, 
543, 544. On Shadwell's Divorce Bill, iti. 342. On change of Syſtem (Lord 
Guildtord's Motion) iv. 443, 445, 465. 

Belgrave Lord, Preſcuts etition from reſpeRable Inhabitants of Cheſter, in 
favour of Freaſon and Seditious Meeting Bills, i. 408. Petition from Cheſter, 
ii, 47. On Army Eſtimates, ii. 139. 

Berkeley, Captain, on General incloſure Bill, iv. 188. On Longitude iv. 
268. Gn Game Laws, iv, 269. ; 

Bill for Safety of his Majeſty's Perſon, &c. i. 127, ; 

Blackburn, Mr. petition trom Merchants, &c. of Liverpool, ii. 47. 

Bouverie, Mr. on Sediticus Mecting Bill, i. 200, On Tr aſon Bill, ii. 410. 
On Slave Trade, iii. 347. On Newſpaper Conveyance Bill, iv, 219. On 
Motion for expulſion oi Colonel Cawthorne, iv, 350. 

Borringdon Lord, on Seditivus Meeting Bill, ii. 311. 

Brandling, My. on Seditious Meeting Bill, i. 223. On Breach of Privilege, 
(Thoughts on Goveroment) i. 434. On Call of the Houle, i. 462. On Army 
Extraordinaries, ii. 225. 

Breach of Privilege, i 421. | 

Bridport Admiral Lord, Anſwer to Thanks of the Houſe, i. 104. 

Briſtol City of Petition againſt Treaſon and Sedition Bills, i. 406, 407. 

Browne, Mr. Iſaac Hawkins, on Seditious Meeting Bill, i. 235. 289. On 
Treaſon Bill, ii. 89. 409. On Budget, ii. 282. Un Weſtminſter ole Bill, 
iü. 120. On Petition on Dr. John Hunter's Muſeum, ii. 226 On Game 
Laws, iii. 406. On Weſtmintter Police, iv. 206, On Quakers Relief Bill, 
iv. 235. Oa Curates Maintenance Bill, iv. 361. On real Succeſſion Bill, iv, 

72 
x * 6 (firſt)- ii. 237. Reſolutions of Appendix, vol. ii. = 

Bunbury Sir Cbaries, on ill tor Relef of the Poor, 1. 4 

Burdon, Mr. on Breach of Privilege, (Thoughts on Government) i. 425. 
Preſents Petition from Sunderland againſt the Bills, it. 213. On Army Ex- 
traordinaries, ii. 225 On Bill to enable Juices to regulate price of labour, 
il, 342 iii. 37. On Durham Petition, ii. 396. On Dog Tax, iii, 15. 

Burton, My, on Scarcity of Corn, i. 374. Oa Weuminſter Police Bill, 
1. 117. 

Burrell, Sir Peter, On Seditious Mee ing Bill, ii, 45. On Bread, ii, 553. 
On Corn Committee, ii. 437. 563. 

Buller, Mr. on real Succeſſion Bill, iv. 419. 

Buxton, M.. on King's Speech, i. 21. On editious Meeting Bill, i. 200. 
On Breach of Privilege, i. 423. ii. 28. On Bill to enable Juſtices to regulate 
Price of Labour, ii, 36. On Game Laws, ii . 70. 327. 335 405. 472. iv. 271. 
Scarcity ot Corn, iii. 72. 263. 265. On Slave | rade, . 86. 348. On cul- 
ture of Potatocs. iii. 229. On Dog Tax, iv. 9. 188. 233. On Pewter Pot 
Bill, iv. 157 On Bill to enforce bringing Corn to Market, iv. $18. | 

Byng, Mr. on Meeting of Frecholders of Middleſex at Hackney, i. 464. 
On Tolls and Turnpikes Regulation, iii. 295. 

Caernarvon, Earl of; in Committee on [reaſon Bill, i. 212. On Earl of 
Guildſord's Motion tor Change of Syſtem, iv. 444- 

Carliſle, Ear of, on Adjournment of Debate on Earl of Guildford's Motion, 
iv. 444+ 

— 97 Mr. on Seditious Meeting Bill, i. 225. On Petition from London 
Correſponding Society, i. 418, 419. On Newſpaper Conveyance Bill, iv. 


218, 21% 
Cavendiſh 


Canterbury, Arbp. H, on Quakers Relief Bill, iv. 579» 
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Cavendiſh, Lord Geerge, on bucecſſion to real Eſtates Bills, iv. 416, 

? Cawthorne, Colonel, on his Sentence and Proceedings of the Court Martial, 
v. 329. 

. eh Mr. Poole, on Horſe Tax, ii, 564. 

Clarence Duke of, on Slave Trade, in. 277. 

Chanse!lor, Lord, on King's Speech, i. 87, 88, 89. In Committee on Treaſon 
Bill, i. 205, 207, 211, 212, 217. On the Earl of Lauderdale's Motion for 
Papers, i. 241. On Order ii. 94, c7. On Libel ii, 120. On Lincoln Pe- 
tition, ii. 203. On Seditious Meeting Bill, ii. 347. 482, 83. 484. On 
Edinburgh Petition, ii. 444. Informs the Houſe that he has received a letter 
from Admiral Cornwallis, on receiyirg intimation o their Lordſhips Thinks, 
ii, 569. On Vote of Credit, iii. 322, On Shadwell's Divorce Bill, in, 342. 
On Marquis of Lanſdown's Speech on Papers, iii. 508. On Debtor and 
Creditor Bill, iv. 211. On Conduct of Adminiſtration iv. 372, 34 On 
Earl of Guildford's Motien iv. 460. On Quakers Relief Bill, iv. 580. 

Chancellor of the Exchequer, on King's Speech, i. 37. 51. On Me, ge from 
Lords on Outrage on the King, i. 53. On Anſwcr to Meſfage | 95. On 
Scarcity of Corn i. 95, 86. Moves Supply, 101. On h gh price of Bread, i. 
104. 115. 118, 120. Introduces Bull for preventing Sed«cious Meetings and 
Aſſemblies, i. 167. On Call of the Houſe, i. 201. 202. ii. 338, 239, On 
motion of Adjournment, i. 221. 224. On Bill, i. 224. 300. 297, 299. 360. 
ii. 40, 42. On Treaſon Bill, i. 268, 269. 453. 455. 460. ii. $7, 88, 89, go. 
424, 452. On Order, i. 299. Propoſes Buuntics on Importation of Corn, 

i. 373, 375» 370, 378. On Returns of Land Forces, i. 38. On Army Etſti- 
mates, i. 395, 396, 397, 400. ii. 14% On Petition from London Correſ- 
ponding Society, i. 420, On Breach of Privllege, i. 423, 426, 427. 43). 448. 
ii. 18. 108, 232, 234. On Petition of Bankers and Merchants, i. 469g On 
Publicans Petition, i. 485. On Weſtminſter Betition, ii. 36. Gives Notice 
of Budget, ii. 48. On Seditious Meeting Bill, ii. 111, 116, 117. 163. 348. 
£17, 51. On Army Eſtimates, ii. 147. On Army Extraordinaries, ii, 219, 
223, i 209. 415. On Loan, ii. 231, 223, 264, 270, 271, 291, 292, 520, 
539. inn. 148, 191. On his Majeſty's Mieſſage relative to Dutch Prizes, ii. 
236, Opens Pudget, ii. 237, 268, 270, 271, 272, 277, 284. On Bill to 
enable Juſtices to regulate the Price of Labour, ii. 340. iii. 22. On Poor 
Relief Bill, ii. 343. On his Majeſty's Meſlage relative to Negotiation, ii. 
274. 343- 355. On Diſtillery Bill, ti. 403, 404. On Drawbacks on Sugar, 
Tobacco Bill, &c. ii. 4* 7, 488, 568. On Horſe Tax, ii. 489, 554, 63. On 
Motion that Mr. Recves's Pamphlet be burnt, ii. 513, 514. On Bread, 
He 549, $52. Moves Congratulatory Addreſs to his Majeſty on Safe De- 
livery of the Princeſs of Wales of a Daughter, iii. 3. Alſo to her Majeſty and 
Prince and Princeſs, On Bill to prevent perſons concerned in Loans from 
having ſeats in the Hovſe, iii. 21. Reply to Mr. Grey's queſtion concerning 
preliminary Convention for General Peace, iii. 43. On Motion for Peace, iv. 
50. 400, 445. On Slave Trade, iii. o. 300. On State of the nation, iii. 
116. On Weſtminſter Police Bill, iii. 122. iv. 206, 267. On vote of Credit 
Bill, iii. 127. Moves that Dr. Holmes preach before the Houſe on the 
General Faſt, iii. 153. On Maroon War in Jamaica, iii. 1:6, On Hamburgh 
Bills, iii 157. 247. On Relief and Employment of the Poor, iii. 253. On 
Scarcity of Corn, iii 266. On Legacy Bill, in. [2733, 274, 275. On Wet Dock 
Bill, iti. 465, 470. On Game Laws, iti. 471, 472- iv. 274. On Collateral 
Succeſſion Bill, iii. 506 iv. 4. On Dog Tax, iv. 8. 150. 204, 231, 232, 235, 
236. 519. On printing articles of charge, &c. on Colonel Cawthorne's Court 
Martial, iv. 15. On Barracks, iv. 3%. 46. Notice of moving ſubſtitute for 
tax on Calicoes, iv. 47. On Negroes, iv. 63, On Motion for papers relative 
to Weſt India Expedition, iv. 82. 168. 18a, 183. 263, 264. On M. Som- 
bricul s Letter, iv. 85, 12%. On Budget, iv. 113. 133. 143, 145, 146. 153, 


155. On Hat Tax, iv. 167. 237. On real Eſtate Suceeſſion Bill, iv. 168. 


238. 367. 417. 424, 47. 572, 57/4. On Court of Conſcience Bill, iv. 191. 

On Newſpaper Conveyance Bill, iv. 219, 231. On Quakers Relici Bill, iv. 

223. On Slave carrying Bill, iv. 227, 2at. 47. On n — 
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On Navy Bills, iv, 280. 351. 413. On Lottery, iv. ao. On Motion for ex- 


pulſion of Colonel Cawthorne, iv. 346. Cn Sardinian Subſidy, iv. 351, 354. 
21, 2%. Curates maintainance Bill, iv. 360, 361. On Wine Duty, iv. 364, 
366, 67. 466. 5x8. Moves Grant to Chelſea College, iv. 374. On Motion 
for Impeachment of Miniſters, iv. 384. On Auſtrian Loan, iv. 425. On 
motion for change of Syſtem, iv. 495+ 
Chriſtie's Divorce Bill, iv. 157. 
Church, My. on conduct ol i recholders of Mideleſex at Hackney, i. 463. 
Conference on Outrage to the King, i. 7. 52. Oa high price of Corn, ii. 456, 
457. 453. : | g 
Coke, Zr. Preſents Petition from Yarmouth, i. 498. On Call of the Houſe, 
ii. 338 Moves for leave to bring in Bill to amend the Came AQ, iii. 69 x25. 
Cocks, Mr. on Game Laws, iii. 405. iv. 278. 
Cooper, Mr. motion in favuur of, iv. 581. 
Corn Committee at pointed, i. 124. 
C:xhead, Sir Thomas, on Bill to enable Juſtices to regulate price of labour, 
iu. 37. 
ca: Mr. on Seditious Meeting Bill, j. 223. On Army Eſtimates, i. 
401. On Petition from Lyndon Correſponding Society, i. 422. On Libel, 
ii. 21. On Army Extraordinaries, ii. 218. On Paiſley Petition, ii, 398. 
On Queensſerry Petition, ii. 398. On Tobacco Bill, &c. ii. 488. On 
Motion o have Mr. Re-ves's Pamphlet burnt, ii. 514. On Loan, ii. $37 On 
Slave Trade, iii. 86. On Dr. John Hunter's Muſeum, iii. 227. On anato- 
mizing Bury-arers, iii. 404. On Maroon War, iii. 488, 490. On Barracks, 
iv. 41. On P-wter Fot Bill, iv. 161. On Dog tar, iv. 201, 233. Ona 
Motion for expulſion ot Colgne: Cawthorne, iv. 349. 
Coventry. Earl 7 on Finance, iv. 435 5 
Creſpigny, Mr. Peti ion from Caſtie Baynard Ward, ii. 37. From Sudbury 
againtt the Rills, 1. 155. 
Curtit, Alderman, (rd Mayor) on vote of Navy, i. 127. On Seditious 
Meeting Bill, ii, 212. On the Loan ii. 538. On Corn, ii. 452. iv. 220. 
On Petition o Merchants relative to Wet Docks, iii. 9. Preſents Petition 


againſt Wet Dock BI from Fiſhmongers Company, ili. 344. 462. Moves 


for poſtponement, iii, 351. Preſents Petition from Brewers, iv. 78. On 
Petition of Mr, Manning, iv. 164. 

Curwen. Mr. on high price of Bread, i. 117, 820. On Seditious Meeting 
Bill, i. 187, 225, 227, 233, 305. 452. On the two Bills, i. 499. On Poor 
Relief Bil. ii. 214. On Bud er, i. 275. On Game Laws, i, 69, 75, 125, 
154, 318 334, 335, 426, 408 471, 472. iv. 269. 279. 328. On Dr. Hunter's 
Muſeum, ut. 223, 228 On High Price of Corn, ii. 452. iii. 262. On 
Legacy Bill, iii, 273- On State of the Nation, iii. 378. On General Iu- 
cloſure Bill, iv. 197. 


D. 


Dalleith, Favl of, Speech and motion for Addreſs on King's Speech, i. 7 94. 

Darnler, Lord, on King's Speech, i. 76. In Committee ou Treaſon Bill, 
i. 213. On Scditious Meeting Bill, ii. 449. 485. On High Price of Corn, 
ii. 

— Mr, moves for leave to bring in Bill for more expeditious convey- 
ance of Writs, i. 266. On Loan ii. 290. On Petitions, ii. 498. On Horſe 
Tax, ii. 489. On Motion to have Mr. Reeves's Pamphlet burnt, ii. 571. 
On Bill to regulate ' onveyance of Writs, ii. 545. On Dog Tax, iii. 15. 
253, 409, 515. iv. 6, 15, 101, 158, 1 6, 199. On slave Trade, iii. 94, 300, 
846, 347. 407, 08. 4 3, 515. On Maroon War, iii. 490. On Pewter Pot 
Bill. rv. 86, 156. Brings up Report of Committee on Clerks Fees, iv. 166. 

Derby, Earl of, on King's Speech, i. 69. On Lincoln Petition, ii. 294. 
On Liverpool Petition, ii. 295, 296. On Seditious Mecting Bill, ii. 304. On 
Mancheſter Petition, ll» 44% 447- Preſents Petition from Stockport, ui. 
370. On Game Laws, 337, 394. 

Dent, 
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Delben, Sir Willizm, on Call of the Houſe, i 46r. On Libel (Thenght® 
on Government) ii. 29, 513. On Seditious Meeting Bill, ii. 45 On oll ve 
carryiug Bill, iii. 13. iv. 362, 425, 426, $77, $32, 583. Slave Trade, iii. 
348. On Waſte Lands, in. 4;8. Ou Quakers Kelief Bill, iv, 3. 362. 
On Vetcrinery College, iv. 243. 

Douglas, Hon. Mr. on the Pamphlet called © Thoughts on the Engliſh 
Govervment,” and motion to have it burnt, ii. 508. On the Loan, ii, $39 
iii. 1:8. Moves for leave to bring in Bill to ameud Mr, Grenville's Election 
AQ, iii. 75. | 

Douglas, Lord, (Earl of Morton) on high Price of Corn, ii. 544. On, 
Collateral Succethon Bill, iv. 95, $6. 

Duxconmbe, Mr. Henry, on Seditious Meeting Bll, i. 224, 231. On Halifax 
Petition, ii. 161. Pretents Petition againſt the Bill from York, ii. 226. 
On Loan, ii. 38. On Culture of Potatoes, iii. 229. On General lactofure 
Bill, iv. 187. 

Dundas, Mr. Secretary, on meſſage ſrom the Lords on Outrage to the 
King, i. 53. Notice of motion for Thanks to Admiral Lord Bridport, i. 102. 
Moves Thanks, 102. Brings vp State Papers, m Committee of Supply ou 
Vote of Navy, 126. Moves Thanks to Vice Admiral Cornwallis, 1. 166. 
On Cal! of the Houſe, i. 200, Ou Seditious Meeting Bill, i. 221, 223, 247, 
345. i. 164. 204, 519. Petition from Merchant's of Glaſgow in favour of 
the Bills, i. 48, 104. Ou Army Eftimates, ii. 139, 145. Preſents Petition 
from Halifax, ii. 161. On Army Extraordinaries, ii. 215, 223. Pretents 
Glaſgow Petition in favour of Bills, ii. 229. On Thoughts on Government, 
i. 234. On Generals in India, ii. 339. O Bill to enable ſuſtices to regulate 
price of Labour, ii. 343. On his Majeſty's Meſſage relative to Negotiation, 
M. 377. Petition from Magiſtrates of Paiſley, it. 397. Petition from Perth, 
and Leith, and Queensferry, ii. 398%. On Edinburgh Petition, ii. 401. On 
Report Irom Corn Cormittec, i. 450. On Motion to burn one of the 
Pamphlets called, “ Thoughts on the ungliſn Government” by the hand? of 
the common hangman, ii. go, 4. Moves an Amendment, ii. 506. On 
Loan ii. 534, 537. On Slave trade, iii. 98, 417. On Negroes, iv. 50, 73, 
77. On Military Officers in India, iii. 114. On Weſtminſter Police Ball, 
11!. 124. On Maroon War in Weſt indices, iii. 483. On Motion for papers 
relative to Weſt India Expedition, iv. 82, 178. 182, 239, 264, 265. On 
Budget, iv. 148. Moves for Eaft India Papers, v. 167. On Slave carrying 
Bill, iv. 226, £27,428. On India Budget, iv. 576. Ou Ealt India Company, 
iv. 585. 

. Mi. Charles, on Bill ſor Relief of the Poor, i. 488. On Report 
of Corn Conunittee, ii. 452+ 


Es 


Eardliy, Lord, on Meeting of Oppoſition on the Treaſon and Seditious 
Bills being held on a Sunday, 1. 269. 

Eaft My. on Budget, ii. 281. On high price of corn, ii. 452. On Negroes, 
i v. 72. e 

Edgerumbe, Lord Mcunt, Speech and Motion for Addreſs in Houſe of Peers 
on King's Speech, i. 54. 

% Edirburgh, Petition from, preſented by Mr. Secretary Dundas, i. 308. 

Edwards, Mr. Nel, Rutland petition in favour of the Bills, ii. 227. On 
Bill to enable Ju? ices to regulate price of labour, iii. 38. 

Egerten, Mr. petition from Mayor and Corporation of Newcaſtle in favour 
of the Bills, ii. 47. 

Erſkine, Hon, Thomas, on Seditious Meeting Bill, i. 314, 367. On Breach 
ef Privilege in vubliſhing *Thouzhts on!Government,” 1.425, 440. ii. 10. On 
Petition from Merchants 2rd Bankers, i. 464. Picfents Petitin from 1500 

rſonsat Port{mouth ard Portſca, i. 484. On Treaſon Bill, ii. 49. Petition 
—— Glaſzow, ii. 102, 104. On Alderſgate Petition ii. 163. On Qucens- 
ferry Petition ii. 348. Preſents Petition irom Edinburgh, ü. 4 0, 402. 
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GENERAL INDEX. 


Erehyn, Sir George Shackbuygh, on Seditious Meeting Bill, ü. 165, Preſents 
Petition relative to John Hunter's Muſeum, iii. 222. 

Evidence of Aſſault and Outrage committed on bis Maj, minutes of, Ap» 
pendix, vol. 1. 3. 


F. 


Farrer's Divorce Bill, ſecond Reading in Houſe of Lords, iii. 5 1. 

Ferguſon, Sir Adam, on real Succethon Bill, iv. 422. | 

Fitzpatrick, General, on Army Eſtimates, i. 396. Motion for Copy of 
Letter of Service for railing the tooth or Aberdcenſhire Regiment, i. 402. 
On Scotch Cava'ry, ii. 2. 

Fitzwilliam, Earl, on his Majeſty's Meſſige relative to negotiation, ii. 491. 
Ou Earl of Guildford's Moti: n for change of Syſtem, iv. 447. 

Fox Mr. on King's Speech. i. 21. On Metlape trom Lords, i. 559, On 
King's Speech, i. 5x, 52. On Scarcity uf Corn, i. 96, 376. On high price of 
Bread, i. 111, 119, 121. On Seditious Meeting Bill, . 171, 291, 364, 350, 
368, 428. On Call of the Houſe, i. 100, 202. On Starch Bill, i. 372, 372, 
379. On Treaſon Bill, i. 381, 453, 457 323, On Suffolk Petition, i. 403. 
Preſents Petition from Norwich againſt Bills, i 487. On Petition ſrom London 
Correſponding Society, i. 420. On Breach of Privilege injpubliſiing Thoughts 
on Government, i. 426, 435, 436, 437, 438, 445+ ii. 27, 109. Call of the 
Houſe, i. 462. On Petition from Merchants and Bankers, i. 467, 474. ü. 
39- On Mecting at Epſom, i. 474. On Rocheſter Proceſſion, i. 433. Gu 
Coventry Petition, i. 496. Preſents Petition from Dartmouth, i. 497. Ox 
Libel, (Thoughts on Government) ii. 27, 233. Preſents Petition from 
Lyme Regis, ii. 33, from Major Cartwrigh', aud one from Weſtminſter, ii. 
34+ 36. On Petition from Bailift, Stewards &c. of Weſtminſter, ii. 47. 
Petition from York and Plymouth, i. 48. On Treafon Bill, ii. 39, 70, 77. 
On Caſtle Baynard Ward Petition, ii. 99. On Petition from Glaſgow, i. 
105. On Seditious Meeting Bull, it. 109, 113, 115, 1)1, 204, 212, 517, 518. 
Nottingham Petition, i. x27. On Army Eſt mates, ii. 145, 152. On $%4d- 
bury Petition, ii. 156. On Surry Petition, ji. 1,8, Petition trom Suffolk, 
ti. 161. On Army Extraordinaries, ii. 220, 224. Ona York Petition, i. 
2:7, 228. On Loan Petition, ii. 231, 264, 269, 272, 286, 297, 531, 532. 
iti. 203. On Budget, ii. 264, 269, 285, 256. On Bill to enable Julticcs to 
regulate price of Labour, ii. 340, 342. On h's Majeſty's Meſlage relative to 
Negotiation, ii. 355, O. Treaſon Bil, ii. 418, 433, 45% 453 On motion 
to have Mr, Recves's Pamphlet burne, ii. 511. Petition trom Mancheſter; ii. 
517. On Slave Trade, ii. 520 ii. 102, 430. Preſents Petition from Poblicans 
for regulations to prevent the ſtealing Pewter Pots, iii. 29. Brings up Report, 
ui, 154, 359. On Bill to prevent perſons intereſted in Loans from fitting in 
the Houle, 1ii, 222. iv. 86. Ou Bill to enable =. to regulate price of 
labour, iii. 38. On Motion for Peace, iti. 75. Weltmioſter Police Bill, iii. 120. 
Preſents Petition from Watermen againit Wet Dock Bi!!, iii. 125. On Vote 
of Credit Bill, iii. 129. On Maroon War, ili. 156. On Hamburgh Bills, 
iii, 238. On Game Laws, iti. 330, 335, 406. 372, On Biil tor anatomizing 
Burg are ra, iii-404. On Waſte: Lande, 1.479. On Legacy Bill, iv. 3. On 
Barracks, iv. 31. On Negroes, iv. (2. 77. On Mr. Sheridan's motion for 
Papers relative to Weſt India Expedition, :v. 82, On M. Sombrieu's Letter, 
iv. 84, 85, 108, 111. Ou Budget iv. 134, 145. On Pewter Pot Bill, iv; 160, 
161. On Weſt India Expedition, iv. 151, 182, 184, 267, 264. On Sardinian 
Subſidy, iv. 353, 355. On real Succeſſion Bill, iv. 368, 418. On Motion 
tor Impeachmeni of Miniſters, iv. 491- On Motion tor change of Sy ſtem, 
iv. 467, 509. 2 

Francis, Mr. on Petiticns, i. 497- 0 Bill to regulate conveyance of 
Writs, ii. 545. On Mutiny Bill, u. 486, On Report uf Committece to 
conſider Bi. to permit Bakers to make mcd Bread. ii. 546. On Luan, iii, 
171. On Dr. JohnHunter's Muſeum, ii. 227. On Hamvurgh Bills, iii. 245, 
246. On High Price of Corn, iii, 257, 271, On Game Laws; iii. 328, 407, 
iv. 276, 279. On Bill to agatumize tuons, iii. 401. On Slave Trade liz. 414. 

| On 
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On Millers Toll Regulation Bill, iii. 476. On Waſte Lands, iti. $4. Gn Negroes 
in Weſt Indies, iii. 479, iv. 48, 51, 76. On Collateral Succeſſion Bill, in. 505. 
On Articles and Sentence of Court Martial on Colonel Cawthorne, iv. 15. On 
Budget, iv. 154. On Pewter Pot Bill, iv. 159. On Motion for Papers relative 
to Weſt India Expedition, iv. 182. On Newſpaper Conveyance Bill, iv. 219. 
On Quakers Relief Bill, iv. 222, 466. On Slave-carrying Bill, iv. 226. On 
Motion for expulſion of Colonel Cawthorne, iv. 349. On Sardinian Subſidy, iv. 
355. On Veterinary College, w. 357. On Curates Relief Bill, iv. 360. On 
Wine Dnty Bill, iv. 466. On Bill to enforce the bringing of Corn to Market, 
iv. 516. On real Succeſſion Bill iv. 52. 
Frederick, Sir Fobn, Petition from Surry Clergy, ii. 36, 160. 


G, 


Grafton, Duke 5, on King's Speech, i. 79, 89. On Vote of Credit, iii. zoo, 
3058. On Earl of Guildford's motion for Change of Syſtem, iv. 446. 
Grant Mr. Wm. on the Treaſon and Sedition Bills, i 518. 
Grenville, Lord, on Outrage on King, i. 4. On King's Speech, i. 63, 93. Notice 
of Treafon Bill, 122. Introduces Bill, 127. Speech on it, 134, :38, 140, 158, 160. 
In committee on the Treaſon Bill, i. 203, 204, 205, 209, 213. 218, 249, 256. On 
Motion for papers, i. 239, 241, On Order, ii. 95. On Lord Albemarle's Motion 
relative to pamphlet, entitled Thoughts on Government,” ii. 121. On Lin- 
colin Petition, ii. 292. Deluer's Meſſage of Foreign troops rendefvoivſed at 
Spithead, &c. &c. in 299. On Seditious Meeting Bill, ii 299, 449, 464, 474. 
On Bedford Petition and Mr. Burke, ii. 386. On Meſlage relative to foreign 
troops, ii. 386. Motion reſpecting meſſage relative to negociation, ii. 388, 391. 
On the tendency of the two Bills, ii. 446. On reſolution and agreement relative 
to conſumption of wheat in private families, ii. 458, 460. On Loan Bill, ii; 
359, 560. On Slave Trade, iii, 277. On Vote of Credit Bill. iii, 283, 292, 
03, 205. On 4 and a half per cent, fund, iii. 310. On Shadwell's Divorce 
Bill, iii 342. On Lord Lauderdale's Motion for papers, iv. 12. On Collateral 
Succeſſion Bill, iv. 94, 98, 163. On Conduct of Adminiſtration (Marquis of 
Lanſiown's Motion) iv. 293. On Finance, iv. 431, 434, 436, 569, 571. On 
Earl of Guildford's motion for Change of Syſtem, iv. 448, 464. Motion in 
favour of Mr. Cowper, Clerk of the Houſe, iv. 581. | 
Grey, Mr. On Seditious Meeting Bill, i. 197, 229, 237. On Call of the 
Houſe, i. 201. On Motion of Adjournment, i. 221. On Army Eſtimates, i. 
97. Preſents Petition from Southampton ag inſt Treaſon and Seditious Meet- 
ing Bills, i. 229. On Petition from London Correſponding Society, i. 419. On 
Breach of privilege (Thoughts on Government) i. 432, 449, ii. 233. Notice of 
Motion for Peace i. 453- On Treaſon Bill, i. 460. On Call of the Houſe, 
1. 461, 462. On Petition of Bankers and Merchants, i. 480. Preſents Petition 
from Newport and Launceſton in Cornwall againſt the two Bills, ii. 1. Petition 
from Northumberland againſt the Bills, ii, 46. On Seditious Meeting Bill, ii. 
113, 11, 116, 211. On Army Eſtimates, ii 142. Army Extraordinaries, ii. 
215, 216, 226, iii. 70, iv. 235, 208, 209, 416. Preſents Petition from Hud- 
dersficld againſt Bills, ii. 235. On Taxes, ii, 283. On Loan, ii, 290. On his 
Majeſty's Meſſage relative to Negociation ii. 353+ ili. 5. On Expence of Bar- 
rackss iii. 6, iv. 45, 46, 150. Preſents Petition of Sir Francis Blake, recom- 
ending a Tax or landed and funded Property, iii. 12. Queſtion to Secretary at 
War relative to Army Extraordinaries, iii. 16. - Queſtion to Miniſter reſpecting 
iminary converiation for General Peace founded on newſpaper intelligence, 
iii. 43- Motion for Peace, iii. 44. On State of the Nation, iii, 75, 116, 335» 
86, 391, 392- On Vote of Credit, iii. 114, 126. On Weſtminſter Police 
Bill iti. 123. On Hamburgh Bills, iii. 241, 245. On Game Laws iii. 333. 
On Waſte Lands, iii. 478. On Collateral Succeſſion Bill, iii, 500, iv. 4. On 
printing articles of charge and ſentence on Colonel Cawthorne, iv. 15. Moves 
for Accounts, iv. 16. On Budget iv. 126, 147, 155. On Motion for Papers 
relative to Welt India Expedition, iv. 184, 255, 205. Notice of Motion on 
Finance, iv. 188. On Wine Duty, iv, 353, 364, 460. On real Eſtate e 
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Bill, iv. 369, $24. Impeachment of Miniſters, iv. 375. On Auſtrlan Loany 
iv. 425. On Slave-carrying Bill iv. 427. 

Greville, Mr. Reports Anſwer to Addreſs, i. 139. 

Groſvenor Colonel, On Army Eſtimates, ii. 137, 139 · 
; Guildford, Earl of, Notice of Motion oa State of Nation, iv. 347. Motion 
V. $39» 


H, 


_—_ Sir Benjamin, on Petition of Merchants and Bankers, i. 465 
475, 484. 

Halbead, Mr. on Seditious Meeting Bill, i. 179. 

Hardwick, Earl of, on Shadwell's Divogce Bill, iii. 339, 396. 

Harriſon, M.. on Seditious Meeting Bill, i. 236, 331, 506. On Treaſon Bill, 
ii. 404. On Waſte Lands, iii. 478. On Dog Tax, iv. 9. On Newſpayer Con- 
veyance Bill, iv. 219. On Game Laws, iv. 277- On Sardinian Subfidy, iv 
356. On Army Extraordinaries, iv. 417. 

Hawkeſbury, Lord, on King's Speech, i. 87. On Treaſon Bill, i. 244. On 
Mr. Reeves's publication, ii. 124. On Liverpool Petition, ii. 296. On Agree- 
ment and reſolution relative to reduced conſumption of Wheat in families of 
individual members of both Houſes, ii. 460. On Seditious Meeting Bill, ii. 
469. On High Price of Corn, ii. 542, 543. On Vote of Credit Bill, iii. 288. 
On Conduct of Adminiſtratien, iv. 325. On Finance, iv. 434, 438, 563. On 
Earl of Guildford's Motion on Change of Syſtem, iv. 445. 

Hay, Lerd, (Earl of Kinnoul) on Game Laws, iii. 394. On Conduct of 
Adminiſtration, iv. 305. 

Hardinge, My, on Breach of Privilege, i. 43m, ii. 26. On Treaſon Bill, 
1. 488. Seditious Meeting Bill, ii. 165, 203. e 
- x 4 mg Hen. Thomas, petition from Alderſgate Ward, in favour of the 

ills, ii. 162. 

ill, Sir Richard, on Slave Trade, iii. 94. On Quakers Relief Bill, iv. 


52. 

Hip „M.. on Sudbury Pet tion, ii. 165, 157. 

— Ws preſents Petition from Deals in Butter, iii. 18. Moves for 
leave to bring in a Bill for cloa hing the Militia, iii. 153 

3 Mr. preſents Petition from Rocheſter, i. 383, 491, 492. From 
Canterbury, i. 403. From Hithe, ii. 31. Exculpates Mayor of Rocheſter, ii. 
32. Seconds Motion for ſecond Reading of Bill to enable Juſtice to regulate price 
of labour, iii. 28. On High Price of Corn, iii. 271. N 

Hood, Lord, On Seditious Meeting Bill, i. 367. Preſents Petition from St. 
Clements Danes, ii. 1. Petition from High Bailiff, Stewar.'s, &c. of Weſt- 
minſter, ij. 47. Preſents Petition for leave to bring in a Bill for re- building 
Church of St. Paul, Covent Garden, ii. 18. 

Hopetown, Ear! of, on Treaſon Bill, i. 137, 244- Defends Edinburgh Peti- 
tion, ii. 298, Meſiage relative to Negociation, Ii. 396. On Edinburgh Petition 
againſt the Bills, ii, 445. Horſe Duty Bil, ti. 554. | 

Hotham, Admiral, Letter from, in Anſwer to 1 hanks, i. 103. 

Huſey, Mr. on Scarcity of Corn, i. 955 96, 262, 264, 373. 375» 379, It. 
486. On High Price of Bread, i. 117, 121, ii. 540. On Loan i. 232, 271, 
286, On Diftillery Prohibition Bill, if. 403. On Report of Corn Committee, 
ii. 453- On Tobacco Pill, ii. 487. On Bill to enable Juſtices to regulate Pries 
of Labour, iii. 42. On Dr. Joun Hunter's Muſeum, iil. 227, 228. On Cul- 
ture of Potatoes, iii. 229. On High Price of Corn, ii. 550, iti. 264. On 
Waſte Lands, iii. 478, iv. 187. On Longitude, iv. 263, On Curates relief 
Bill, iv. 359, 360. 


ely't, Mr. On the War, i. % On Seditious Meeting Bill, i. $79. O 
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Petition of Directors of Eaſt India Company, ii. 46. On Loan ii. 272. On 

udget ii, 282. On Bill to enable Juſtices to regulate Price of Labour, ii. 342. 
On Treaſon Bill, ii. 414. On Report of Committee on City Petition relative to 
recovery of Small Debts, iii. 24. On Hamburgh Bills, iii. 157, 229, 250. On 
Court of Concience Bill, iv. 190. On Indemnification of Clerks in Secretary of 
State's Office, iv. 230. On real Eſtate Succeſſion Bill, iv. 370. On Sardiaiag 
Subtidy iv. 521, | 

Fenkinſon, Mr. on Addreſs on King's Speech, i. 16, 30. On Army Eſti- 
mates, i. 398, ii. 133. On Treaſon Bill, ii. 413. On Motion to have 
«© Thoughts on the Lngliſh Government burnt,” ii. 511. On Save Trade, iii. 
90. On Game Laws, ili. 334, iv. 277. On State of the Nation, ili. $72. On 
Slave carrying Bill, iv. 225. | 7 

Ferwois, Mr. Petition from Hants againſt the Bille, ii. 7. | 

addre!/, Mr. on Treaſon Bill, ii. 90. On Cultivation of Waſte Lands, ii, 

450. On Bread, ii. 553. On Legacy Bill, iii- 273. On Highway Robberies, 
its 399, 404. On Curates Maintenance Bill, iv. 238, 369, 360, 361. 

Jolli ge, Mr. objects to Bill to enable Juſtices to regulate Price of Labour, ii. 
349. On Bread, ii. 549. On Corn Committee, ii, 463. On Game Laws, iii. 
125, 328, iv. 328, On Dog Tax, iv. 101, 232+» On Veterinary College, iv. 
357. 6 


K. 


Ning's Speech on Opening the Seſſion, i. 1. On prerogving it, iv. 5897. 

Kenyen, Lord, on Debtor and Cxed tor Bill, iv. 217. | 

Krarchbull, Sir Edward, on Birmingham Petition, i. 491, 492, 493 · On 
Rocheſter Petition, ii. 33+ | | g 
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Lambton, Mr. on Motion of Adjournment, i, 222, 224, 226, 236. On 
Scarcity of Corn, i. 375- On Petition from London Correſponding Society, 
413, On Breach of Privilege, i. 434. On the Treafon and Sedition Bills, 
i. $14» | 

Lanſdown, Marquis of, on outrage to the King, i 6. On King's Speech. 
63, 86, 88. On Seditious Meeting B. II, ii. 313, 1. On Medage relative 
to Negociation, ii. 389, 392. On Reſolution a d agreement relative to reduced 
conſumptian of Wheat in private fam#iies, ii. 461. For Papers, iti, 508, v. 149. 
On Conduct of Adminiſtration, iv. 280, 322, 324. On Finance, vv. 436, 
565. On Earl of Guildſord's Motion for Change of Syſtem, iv. 451 462. 

Lauderdale, Earl of, on King's Speech, i 79, 85+, On Treaſon Bill, i. 12% 
138, 146, 153, 159, 162, 242, 243, 249, 21, 259. In Committee on the 
Bill, i. 204, 208, 210, 211, 214. Motion for Papers, i 239, 240, 241. On, 
Lord Auckland's Grant, ii 91, 94, 95, 96- On © Thoughts on Govern. 
ment, il. 120, 122. 0 jects to Patition from Lincoln Petition for informality, 
ii. 213, 293. Objects to Edinburgh Petition, ij, 297, 299. Seditious Meeting 
Bill, ii, 331. On Meſſage reſpecting foreign troqps, ii. 387, 388. On 
Meſſage relative to Negociation, ii. 392, 396. Preſents Petition from 
Edinburgh, ii. 430. On Mancheſter Petition, ii. 447. On Reſolution. 
and Agreement relative. to reduced conſumption . of Wheat in private 
families, ii. 458. On Seditious Meeting Bal, ii. 476, 484, 485. | On 
Loan, ii, 540, $55, 5627, On High Price of Corn, ii. 543, 544+ Notice of 
Motion on 4 and a half per cent. fund, iii, 74. Poſtpones it, Ii. 151. Moves: 
for Accounts, ili. 152. On Slave Trade, iii. 275, 277- On Vote of Crecit 
Bill, iii. 278, 286, 289, 292, 302, 303- Motion on 4 and a half per cent. 
fund, iii. 306, 315, 393. On Game Laws, iii» 637, 393, 395. On Shadwell's 
Divorce Bill, iii. 338, 395, 28 Moves for Accounts, iv. 12, 13. On Per- 
ſonal * ueceſſion Bill, iv. 77, 88, 95, 96, 98, 149, 162, 163. On Conduct of 
Adminiſtration, iv. 298, 321, 424, 326. On Finance, iv. 439, 424. On Earl 
of Guildford's motion, iv. 458. On Legacy Bill, iv. 582. 1 145 
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Lrechmere, Mr. on high price of Bread, i. 109, iii. 25. On Army Eſtimates, 
1, 298. On Bill for relief cf the Poor, i. 488. On Bread, ii. 494, 566. On 
Bill to enable Juſtices to regulate Price of Labour, iii, 35 On Scarcity of 
Corn, i. 2 4% fi. 70, 72, 254, 264, 409, 457, 491, iv. 99, 156, 229, 374. 
On Bog ax, iv. 9, 519. On Cutting Butchers Petition, w. 81. On Pewter. 
Pot Bill, iv. 87, 161. On Mil ers Bill, iv. 100. On General Incloſure Bill, 
iv. 188. On Quakers Relief Bill, iv. 223. | . . 

Lerds, Duke of, on Treaſon Bll, i 164. In Committee on the B U, js 203, 
205, 208, 213, 237 On Order, ii. 96, 121. On Alarm occaſion by the 
Bills, ii. one On Meſſage relative to Negotiation, ii. 394. On Seditious 
Meeting Bill, i. 469. 

Lewes, Sir Watking on Petition of Bankers and Merchants, i. 479. On 
Bread, ii, 549+ On Petition of Merchants relative to Wet Docks, iii. 11, 471. 
On City Militia Act, moves for new Bill, iii. 295, 154. Moves to bring in Bill 
to Licenſe Summer Theatre, neut Well-cloſe-ſquare, iv. 230. ; 
Landon, Petit on from the C ty reſpecting Treaſon and Seditious Meeting Bills, 
„381. 5 
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ain, Petition, preſented and withdrawn, ii. 213. 5 
Eoan diſcuſſed, ii, 229. Petition reſpecting it, ii. 229, 520. ; 
Lwutery, ii. 2297 | 2 ; 
Lufbington, Alderman, on Seditious Meeting Bill, i. 186, 228. On Pet don 
of Merchants and Bankers, i. 465, On Taxes, ii. 285. On Army Eſtimates, 
i. 396. On Loan, ii 290. Oa Petition of Merchants relative to Wet Docks, 
li. 11. Preſ-nts Report of Committee on City Petition for regulating the mode 
of recover ng Small Debts, i i. 24, 25. On Ditto, iv. 192, 191. Moves for 
lcave to bring in Bill to amend x 3th and 14th George 3d. for regulating to ls on 
Turnp kes, iii. 294, 350, iv. 363. On Slave Trade, iii. 297. Preſents two 
Pet tions againſt Wet Dock Bill, iii. 343, 469, 470, 471. On Hay and Straw 


M. 


Macleod, General, on Sedit ous Meeting Bill, i. 224. On the Army, i. 307, 
94, 397, 398, 399. On Returns of Land Forces, i, 1975 333, 389. On 
ach ot Priviledge, i. 423. On Petitions againft the Bill, i. 495. On Scotch 
Cavalry, ii. 2. On Iriſh Brigade, ii. 48. On Treaſon Bill, ii. 8 On Army 
Eſtimates, ii 102, 131, 134. On Paiſſey Pet tion, ii. 397. On Edinburgh 
Petition, ii. 450. On Scarcity of Corn, iti. 72. On Maroons of Ia naica, 
itt. 152, 409, 430, 490. On Dog Tax, iv. 235. On Colonel Cawthorne, iv: 
344, 348. On real Eſtate Succeſhon Bill, iv. 425. On Barracks, iv. 575. 

Maimuoaring, Mr. on Seditious Meeting Bill, i. 368, ii. 114. On Conduct 
cf Frecholders of Middleſex, at Hackney, i. 463. Preſents Petition from Pub- 
blicans, i. 485. From Clerkenwell, ii 154. Preſents Petit on from Dealers 
in Hay and Straw, iii. 18. On Weſtminſter Police Bill, iii. 124. Preſents 
Petition of Proprietors of certain Waterworks at Shadwell againſt Wet Dock Bill, 
iii, 149. Prefents etition from Cutting Butchers, iv. 180. Brings Report of 
Committee on Bill to prevent Frauds in Hay and Straw, iv. 189. On Summer 
Theatre, iv. 230. 

Maitland, General, on Army Eſtimates, i. 398. 

Majir, Mr. Henniker, on Budget, ii. 280, 290. Moves for leave to bring 
in a Bill to give power to Courts of Juſtice to grant Coſts in Cafes of Miſde- 
meanours, iii, 150, 151. On Game Laws, iii. 328. On Miſdemeanour Cofts 
Bill, iv. 78. 

Mansfield, Earl of, (Preſident of the Council) On King's Speech, i. 75. 
Preſents Copies of Treaties with Ruſſia and Germany, i. 122. On Treaſon 
Bill, i. 151, 242, 244+ On Seditious Meeting Bill, ii. 333, 448. On High 
Price of Corn, ii. 540, 542, 545. Moves to congratulate Frineg and Princeis 
of Wales, on birth of a Daughter, iii. 1. On Vote of Credit Bill, in. 269. 
On Earl of Guildford's Motion for Change of Syſtem, iv 447. 

Manning, Mr. Preſents Petition from Merchauts of London, relative to 


erecting 
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erecting and eſtabliſhing Wet Docks, iii. 9, 11. Obtains leave to bring in Bill 
iii. 69, 74. On Bill, iii. 351, 457, 460. On Negroes, iv. 76. : 
Martin, Mr. In Seditious Meeting Bill, i. 295. On Petition frem London 
ponding Society, i. 419. On Army Exrtraordinaries, ii. 225. On printing 
Money Bills, ij. 489. On Motion to have Mr. Reevess “ Thoughts on the 
Engiith Governmen', burnt, ii. 5:9. On Corn, ii. 454+ On Bread, ii. 549, 
On B Ito enab'e Juſt ces to regulate Price of Labour, ii. 41; 42. On Ham- 
burgh Bil +, ii. 252., On High Price of Corn, iii. 272. On Legacy Bill, iii, 
274. On the State of the Nation, iii. 392. On French Emigrant, iv. x56. 
On Quakers Relief Bill, iv, 223. On Dog Tax, iv, On Curates re lief Bill, 
8”. 359. On rea! Eſtate Succeſhon Bil, iv. 424 On Motion for Bill to enforce 
bringing o Corn to market, iv. 518. . 

Maſter of the Relis (Sir K. P. Arden,) on Breach of Privilege (Thovghts on 
Government) i. 438, 439, 445» ii. 29, 233, 234. On Treaſon Bill, ii, 84, 
153. On Quakers Kchief Bill, iv. 5 0. 

Meſur ier, Mr. Alderman Le, on Merchants and Bankers Petition, i. 482. 
On Alderſgate Petition, ii. 1 2, 163. On Pettizon of Merchants relative to 
Wet Docks, iii. 11, 463. On City Mi itia 2 &, iu. 295- 

Miliant, Mr. on Seditious Meeting Bill, i. 325. Pieſents Durham Petition 
againſt the Bill , ii. 396. On Slave Trade, iii. 347. | 4 

Meſſage w Commons on Outrage on the Kir g, 1. 7. With evidence of Out- 
rage, 1. 96. His Majeſty's, relative to ſale of Dutch Prizes, ii. 226 delivered 
to Lords, ii. 273. Rel-tive to Criſis having arrived to induce his Majeſty to 
meet any diſ-ofition for negociation on the part of the enemy, ii. 274. Relative 
to landing Forei,n Troops at Southampton, and 1a the Iſle of Wight, 274. of 
the French Executive Directory, Appendix, Vol. iv. 1. | 

Milner, Sir William, on Seditious Meettug Bill, i. 234, 301. On Meeting 
of Freeholders at Hackney, i. 463. Reads Leiter from Sheriff of York, 
II. 40. | 

M rerity, «idrefs on King's Speech, i. 53. On Treaſon Bill, i. 163. On 
Sedit aus aviceti-g Bill, i. 266, ii. 336, 485, On Mr. Curwen's Motion, i. 
540. On Mr. Grey's Motion for Peace, iii. 68. Qn Mr, Grey's Motion on 
State of the Nation, iii. 392. On Clauſ-: in Game Act, propoſed by Earl of 
Lauderda'e, iii. 394» On Mot.on for change of Sydem, iv, 514. On Motion 


for Bil! to enforce bringing of Corn to market, iv, 518. 


Mira, Earl of, ed Lincaln Petition, ii. 294+ On Seditious Mecting Bill, ii. 
325. O, Debtor and Creditor Bill, iu. 309, iv. 210, 212, 218. On State of 
the Nation, 9 N of Lanſdowu's motion) iv. 311, 429. On Finance, iv. 
432, 435, 50. +} 

9 4 Sir Jobn, on B'rm'rgbam Petit on, i. 492, 11, 164. 

M gar, Sir Charles, on Culonel Cawthorne, v. 349+ 
.- Mornirgton, Lord, ſeat to Lords as Manager of Conſerence, i. 53. On 
Sed tous Vleet y Bal, i. 332. | 

Meuntagur, Mr. M. on Sed tous Meet ng Bill, i. 200, ii. 172, On Army 
Eft mates, . 393. Qs Slave Trade, iii. 345, 416. On State of the Nation, 
iii. 380. On Caldron Canal Bill, iii, 512. On real Succeſſion Bui), iv. 412+ 

Mutiny Bill. tt. 456. : ; | 

Mulgrave, Lord, o Mr. Reeves's pamphlet, ii. 128. On Sediticus Meeting 
Bill, ü. 319, 349, 449, 479. On Meliage relative to Negotiation ii. 393, 395» 
On Agreement and reſolution relative to reduced conſumption. of Wheat in 


17 famil e*, . 459. On Game Laws, iu, 338. On Shadwell's Divorce 
il 


l, ii. 342. 395. On poſtponement of Debate on Earl Guildford's Motion, 


iv. 444+ On the Motion, iv. 481. 
. Mutiny Bill, Converſation on lecond reading, iis 486. 
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Navy, voted. 126. | 


WMeunbam, Mr. Alderman, on Treaſon Bill, 3 458. On Petition from 


Merchants and Bankers, i. 465. On Treaſon Bull, 4. 405. On High * 
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of Corn, ii. 452. Cn Legacy Bill, iii. 273, 492, iv. 2. On Budget, ir? 
146. On Veterinary College, iv. 357. On real Succeſhion Fill, iv. 372, 417. 

Newpore: (Ille of Wight) Petition from preſented, i. 369. 

Narfolt, Duke of, on King's Speech, i. 92. On Treaſon Bill. i. 162. Pre- 
ſeats Fetition ſcom Nottingham againit the Fills, ji. 297. On Seditious Meet- 
ing Bill, Ii. 311, 349, 449. On Slave Trade, i. 278. Cn Game Laws, iii. 
338. On Qeaker's relief Bill, iv. 579. 

Note of the Caurt of Landon, upon Mr. Parthelemy's anſwer to Mr. Wick - 
ham's notification that Great-Britain was ready to treat for Feace, iv. 5. 
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- Onflew, Lerd, on outrage on the King, i, 5. , 
, Onſlow, Mr. on Meeting at Epſom, i. 474. On Surry Petition, U. 157. 
Ord, Mr. in favour ef the two Bills, ii. 212, 214. =” 
Or, Earl of, on Bedford t etition, ii, 384, 385, 386. 
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Porker, My. on Seditious Meeting Bill, ii. 212. 
- Petbam, Mr. preſents Petition from Lewes in Suſſer, ii. 157. 
Peace, Motion for, i. 4<3. | 4 | 
: Penton, M.. On Dog Tax, iv. 198. d 1 5 
Perition from Colcheſter preſented, i. 215 From London Correſponding So- 
clety, i. 415. From Leicefter, &c. ij. 1. From Major Cartwright, ii. 34- 
From Kilmarnock, in favour of Bills, ii. 275. Relative ta Wet Docks in the 
City of London, Iii. 12. Of Sir Francis Blake, recommending Tax on the 
funded and landed Property, ili. 13. | | 106 
22 Mr. on Mil er's Toll Regulation Bill, iii. 476, iv. 47. 
5 imer, Mr. on Wet, Dock Bill, iii. 74. Miller's Toll Regulation Bill, in. 


470. 
Portland, Duke of, preſents Petition from Bath, i. 140, from Lecds, ii. 99, 
from Edinburgh, ii. 297. | | 
_ Powys, My. on Seditious Meetings, i» 277, ii» 125, 185. On Petition from 
London Correſponding Society, i. 421, Motion on Grand Junction Canal, ii. 
235. On culturs of Potatoes, iii. 229. On High Price of Corn, iii. 260. On 
Game Laws, iii. 329. On Wale Lands, iii. 473, 476, ive 183. On Welſt- 
minſter Police Bill, iv. 206. | 
' Praceedings of Houſe reſpect ing High Price of Corn. Appendix, vol. ii. 30. 
Proclamation cf LC iſſolution of Parlament, iv. 589. 
Proteſt againſt Treaſon Bill, i. 264. Againſt Scditious Meeting Bill, ii. 335. 
Againſt Vote of Credit Bill, iii. 335 Agani#t Collateral Succeſhon Bill, iv. 582. 
Pultency, Sir William, on Seditzous Mecting Bill, i. 178. On Treaſon Bill, 
ii, 40% On Bread, ii. 565, 506. On Sugar Bill, ii..567. On Hamburgh Bills, 
Hi, 238, On State of the Nation, iii. 372. Gn Caldua Canal Bill, iii. £12. 
On real Eftate SuccelſiogaBill, iv. 370, 420. 


Radnor, Lor4 On Treafon Bil, i. 136. On Seditious Meeting Bill, ii. 449. 
On Game Laws, iii. 395, 399- ene 

Rafpleigh M.. On Collateral Succeſſion Bill, i. 274, 494. Cn real Eſtat⸗ 
Succeſſion Bill, iv. 367. 8 

Report from Committee on making flour Trom wheat, printed June 14, 1794, 
reprinted November 9, 1795, Appendix, i. 47- From Committee mac 21ſt 
December, 1772. Appendix, i. 114; Firſt of Corn Committee, Appendix, ii. 
53, Second 62. Third 65. Second of Committee appointed to <nquire re- 
ipecting author of pamphlet enticl.d © Thoughts on Engliſh Goverameat, Ap- 
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pendix, ii, 78. Further Report on Ditto, 96. From Committee on the Loan, 
Appendix, ii. 107 to 236. 

Rider, Hon. Dudley, on ſcarcity of Corn, 1. 96. On the ſuhject of Corn, i, 
139, 261, 267, 380, ii. 486, iii. 72, On Bil! reſpecting circulation of Grain, 
3. 489, 490, iii. 510. On Budget, 563, ii. 282. Preſents Report from Corn 
Committee, ii. 449 · Motion ujon it, ii 452, 454+ On Bread, il. 489, 547, 

6;, 565. Moves for leave to bring in a Bill, Governors, &c. ef certain parts, 
permitting importation and exportation of Goods in {oreign- Bottoms, ni. 8, 
On Game Laws, iii. 333. On High Price of. Corn, ii 354. On Wei Dock 


Bill, iii. 470, 474+ Report of Committee, iti. 474, 513. On Caldon Canal 


Bit, iii. 512. Slave carrying Bill, iv. 225. 

Reſcrijr, Copy of the Emperor's ſent to Baron De Hagel, in anſwer to Letter 
of Diet of Ratiſbon on late victories of Auſtriat arms, Appendix, iv. 6. 

Robinſon, Morris, on „ ddreſs, i. 18. In Committee of Supply on Vote of 
Seamen, i. 125, 126. On Seditious Meeting Bill, i. 185, 227, 236, ii. 33, 
115. On. all of the Houle, i. 202. On Motion of Atjourn;ent, i. 221. On 
Army kſtimates, i. 396. On Petition from London Comreſponding Society, i. 
421. On Breach of trivilege, i. 428. On Petition from Hithe, ii. 33. On 
his Majeſty's Meſlage relative to Neggciation, ii. 352. On Treaſon Bill ii. 410. 
On Motion to have Mr. Reeves's Pamphlet burnt, ii. 515. Notice of motion 
for Bill to incapacitate Perſons hav ng ſhare in Loans to fit in Parhament, iii. 5, 
19, 22. On Weſtminſter Police Bill, iii. 120. On Hamburgh Bills, ui. 249. 
Gn Stzte of the Nation, iii. — On Maroon War, iii. 487. On Negroes, 
iv. 75. On real ducceſion Bill, iv. 418. On Miſconduct of Miniſters, iv. 


Necker, Biſhop cf, on King's Speech, j. 89. In Committee on Treaſon 
Bill, i. 20g, 214, 215. On the Fill, i. 257, 260, On Seditious Meeting Bill, 
ii. 448. On High Price of Corn, ii. 544. On Slave Trade, iii. 277, On 
Shadwell's Divorce Hill, iii. 343, 39%. On Collateral ucceſſion Fill, iv. 96, 
97, 163. On Longitude gil, iv. 525. On Quaker's Relief Bill, iv. 580. 
* Recheſer, Feũtion from, againſt the Treaſon and editious Meeting bill, i. 
383. | | 
* . Romney, Lord, propoſes Thanks to Admiral Cornwallis, i. 123. On Sedi- 
tious Meeting bil, ii. 449. 

Rolle, Mr. on Army Eſtimates, i. 338. On Treaſon Bill, i, 460. On Pe- 
titions, i. 497, 498. On Budget, ii. 280. On Horſe Tax, ii. 563. | 

Rofe, Mr. brings in Bills, i. 216. On Scarcity of Proviſions, 1. 263, 264. 
On Starch Bill, i. 371. On Corn, i. 389, iii. 261. On Diſtillery prohibition 
Bill ii. 1, 101, 102, 104. On "axes, ii. 292. On Horſe Duty, ii. 503. 
On Vote of Credit iii. 115. On Slave Trade, iii. 440. Brings in Miller's 
Bill, iii. 473- On Molaſſe, iii. 474. Moves Inſtruction to Committee rela- 
tive to Wine Duty, iv. 185, 190, 365. On Slave carrying Lill, iv, 226: 

Roſe, Junior, Mr. Petition from Portſea and Fortimouth, ii, 37. On Ply- 
mouth Petition, ii 48. l 

Rous Sir Febn, on Seditious Meeting Bill, i. 369. On Suffolk Petition, i. 
42, ii, 161. On” Bill for relief of the Poor, i. 487. On Game Laws, iv. 
278, | 
Ruſſel, Lord William, moves ſuddenly to adjourn, i. 220, 221, 226, 236. 
Preſents Petition from 6200 Freeholders of Surcy, ii. 157, (relative to Bread) 
1 8. On Weſtminſter Police Bill, iii. 118. Curate's Maintenance Bill, iv. 

I. ' 
: Ruſſel, Lord Jebn, On Army Eſtimates. i. 400. Prefents a Petition from 
Wincteſter, i. 498. On Borough cf Southwark Petition, ii. 108. 

; ＋ — 
| 8 

Salt, Bill to allow Difcount on prompt Payment of Duties on, and Debete 

thereupon, ii. 485. | r 


Salisbury, Sir Rebe t, enquires- relative to intended Dog Tax, itt, 15. Cn 
Sander 


GENERAL INDEX. 


n Aldermar' Sir James, On Seditious Meeting Bill, i. 283, ib 
212 

Scarborough, Earl of, on Seditious Meeting Bill, ii. 449. On High Price 
of Corn, li. 544. 


Scott, Mr. David, preſents Petition of Directors of Eaſt- India Company is 


favour of the two Bills, ii. 46. To enable Directors to pull down Houſes in 
Les ſenhall · ſtreet, and erect additions to India-Houſe, iii. 1). 

S-otty Sir William, Petition from Caftle-Baynard Ward in favour of the two 
Bills, ii. 99, 101. On his Majeity's Meſſage relative to Sale of Dutch Prizes, 
ii. 236. Curate's Maintenance Bill, iv. 353, 361. On Bill for relief of 
Quakers, iv. 576. 

Secretary at War, (Mr, Windham) on King's Speech, i. 61, 52, 53- On 
Seditious Meeting Bill, i. 196, 304. On Retarns of Land Forces, 1: 39. 
On Army Eſtimates, i. 38g, 393, 395, 397, 399, li- 130, 137%. On Breach 
of Privilege, i. 428, 49% 434, 436, 437, l. 13, 18. On Trraſon Bill, i. 
457. On riſh Br-gade, 4. 48. On Army Extraordicaries, ii. 217, 283, itt. 
17, 70, Iv. 209, 414. 415. On Motion to have Mr. Reeves's Pamphlet burnt, 
ii, 514. On Mutiny Bill, ü. 486, 554. Brings up Account of Barracks exe 
penditure, iii, 6, 349. On the fame, iii. 7, iv. 39, 31 575, 576. Moved 
for a new Bull relative to exon: ration of Innkeepers for quartering Solaiers, iii. 
24. On Weſtminſter Police Bill, iii. 118. On Game Laws, iti. 329. On 


Slave Trade, iii. 443. On Negroes, i iv. 21. On M. Sombrieul's Letter, Ive 


$3, 86, $5; 105, 112. On Pcwter Pot Bill, iv. 160. On Dog Tax; iv. 196. 
On Sardinian Subfidy, iv. 356. On Veterinary College, iv, 355, On Motion 
for Impeachment of Miniſters iv. 414. On real Succeſſion Bill, iv. 41), 423. 
On Slave carrying Bill, iv. 426, 428. 

Seditious Meeting Bill igtroduced into Commons, i. Copy of it, ii. 4345 
Carried to Houſe of Lords. li, 213. 

S.rjent, Mr. on Maintenance of the Poor, i. 229. On Army Eftimates, it; 
138. On Army Extraordinatic-, ii. 218. | 

Sberidan, Mr. on King's Speech, i. 11, 50. On Seditious Meeting Bill, 5. 
192, 226, 238, 305, 339, li. 41, 43, 44, 112, 114, 165, 176, On Call of 
he Houſe. i i, 200, 202, 461. On Treafon Pill, i. 268, 269, 305, 270, 489. 

. 410, On Briftol Petition, 7. 40%, 48. On Petition from London Corre- 
Pas Society, i. 417, On igach of Privilege in publiſhing Pamphlet cal- 
led Thoughts on Government. i. 423, 438, 448. On the two Bills, 1. 474. 
On Publicans Petition, i. 485 reſents Peti ion againit the Bills from Fare 
ringdon Without, i, 486. On Fill reſpecting Circulation of Grain, i. 489, 


490. On Petitions agaiaft the ills, i. 9% 45» 493, On birmingham be- 


titian, is 493, ii. 165. On. Libel, ii. 2, 26, 29, 30, 49, 108, 2324 2335 


234. On Keport, ii. 495, 506, 514, — Preſents Petition from Stafford, / 


Newcafle-under-Lyne, from Mechanicks, ii. 34. On Weſtminſter Petitions 
ti. 36. On Alzerigate Ward Petition, ii, 38. hetition from Clerkenwell, ii. 
40. Petition from Spitalfields Weavers, ti. 101. On the Bills, ii. 106. Pe- 


tition from Pooklellers, Stauoners, and Printers, againſt the Eills, ii. 105 


On Clerkenwel, Petition, ii. 184. On Alderſgate yetition, ji 162. On 
Extraordinaries, it. 219, 225, 226, iv. 209, 414, 576. On Budget, ii. 276, 


On Loan, ii. 270, 27f, 534» 538, 539- On Call of the Houſe, ii. 339. On 


his Majeſty's Meſſage, ii. 344+ Moves Amendment to. otion on it, 248; 383. 
On ſuppoſed Petition rom Lancaſter, ii. 392. Freſents Petition from Villages 


near Dumbarton, 11. 400. On Treaſon Bill, it. 410. On Report from Corn 


Committee, ii. 432. On Tobacco Pil, ii. 488. On Horſe Fax, it, 488, * 
On Vote of Cre ſit Bill, iii. 130. Notice of Enquiry into the Conduct of 

Expedition to the Weſt-lndi s, wi. 131, On Wet Dock ill, wi. 464. On 
Maroon War, iii. 587. Moves for Papers relative to the Weit-India Expedi- 
tion, iv. 81, 169, 181, 183, 254, 262, 263, 265, 266. On M. Sombneul's 


Letter, iv. 83, 102. On Budget, iv 147: On Nie. Manning's Petition rela- 


tive to Stamp on Bill of Exchange, iv. 164, 165, On Hat Taxy tv. 166, 167, 
227: On Wine Duty Bic, iv. 486, 190, 365, 366, 367. On Dog Taz, iv. 
137, 192, 236. On Weſtmiaſter Police Bill, iv. 206, 207, On real Eftate 
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Succeſſion Bill, iv. 238, 5752. On Curates Mainton*ace Bill, iv. 239. On 
Game laws, iv. 276. On Alien Bill, iv. 357. On Veterinary College, iv. 358. 

Sheffield, Loyd, on Diftillery prohibition Bill, ii. 403. On Briftol Petition, 
i. 406, 407. On Bread, ii. 489. Qa Amendment to Motion relative to burn- 
ing Pamphlet, called, Thoughts on the # ngliſh Government,” by the hands of 
the common nangman, ii. 506. On Bread, ii. 553, 553- On Horſe Tax, ii. 564: 
On Melafles, iii. 473. Ou Waſte Lands, ii. 477, iv 188. On Slave carrying 
Bill, iv. 227. On Dog Tax, iv. 234, 519. On real Eſtate Succeſſion Bill, iv. 


72. . 
8 Sinclair, Sir Febn, on high Price of Bread, i. 117. On Libel (Thoughts 
on Goverament) ii. 25. Petition from Diſtill rs at Greenock and Glaſgow, ro- 
ſpecting Molatfer, ii. 102. On Board of Agricu'ture, i, 102, 103. Motion 
relat ve to Cultivation of Waſte Lands, ii, 454, iii 3. Preſeats a Petition, 
praying for further grants to Board of Agriculture, iii, 18. Moves for Inftruc- 
tion to Committee to provide remuneration for loſſes that wou'd' be ſuſtained b 
Officers of the Houle, in caſe a Bili for the general _nciofure of Waſte Lands 
paſled, iii 154 477, $10, iv. 187, 188, 363. On culture of Potatoes, ili. 
228, 229. On Collateral Succeſſion Bill, iii. 595. . 

Slawe Trade, ii. 520. | 

Smith, General, on Scarcity of Corn, i. 96, 374. ii. 486 iii. 19. On high 
rw of Bread, i. 118, 119. On Sta:ch Bill, i. 372. On Seditious Meeting 

ill, i. 229. On return of Land Forces, i. 388. On Army Eiſimateys, i. 393, 
394, 96, 399, 401. On Breach of Privilege, i. 430. On Conduct of miniſ- 
terial fide of the Houſe, ii. 33 On Army Eſtimates, ii. 228, 137, 163. On 
Sezitious Meeting Bill, ii. 163, 164. Army Extraordinarics, ii. 214. On 
Budget, ii. 280, 292. On Call of the Houle, ii. 339. On Generals in lad a, 
ii. 333. On his Majeſty's Meſſage relative to Negotiation, ii. 383. On To- 
bacce Bill, ii. 487, On Barrack Expenditure, iii. 6, 7, 16, 457. iv. 16. Ou 
Biit to enable Juſtices to regulate price of labour. i. 42. Military officers in 
India, iii. 113. On Vote of credit, iii. 12;. On Weſtminſter Police Bill, iii. 
119. On Apothecaries Petition, iii. 149, 318 iii. 344. On Slave Trade, iii. 
296, 300, 344, 413. On Bill for anatomizing Burglarers, iii. 404. On Wet 
Dock Bill, in. 470, 472. On Legacy Bill, i. 3- Moves for Copy of article 
of charge and ſentence of Court Martial on Colonel Cawthorne being printed, 
1%. 15. On Cutting Butchers Pet tion, iv. 80. On Dog Tax, iv, 101. On 
M. de Sombrieul, iv. 207. On Budger, iv. 148. On Pewter Pot, iv. 160. On 
claufe in Wine Duty Biil relative to Auctioners, iv. 185, 365, Moves that 
Proceed ngs of the Court Martial on Colonel Cawthorne Le taken into conſider - 
ation on t riday, April 29, iv. 192, 329, 340, 370. On Curates Mamtainance 
Bill, iv. 239, 359, 361. On Welt Indies, iv. 265. On real Eſtate Succeſſion 
Bill, iv. 372, 420, 424: On Slave carrying Bill, iv. 426. On India affairs, iv. 

775 58 N | 
- Inis, William, Mr. on Treaſon Bll, i. 382. ii. 228. On Merchant and 
Bankers Pet! tion, i. 483. On other Petitions, i. 494. On Libel (Thoughts on 
Government) ii. 31. Petition from Ward of Alderſgate, ii. 37. From Wrexham, 
ii. 48. On Ditbllery Prohibition Bill, ii. 102. On Army Efttmartes, ii, 152. 
On Aldertgate Petition, ii. 187. On Army Extraordinaries, ii. 225, Preſents 
Mr. Morgan's Petition reſpecting Loan, 229. On ditta, 231, 270, 289, 520, 
521, 533, 534, 539. On Budget, ii. 255. On 1axes, ii. 284. On Motion 
that Mr. Keevess“ Thoughts on the Engliſh Government” be burnt by che 
common hangman, ii. 510. Br.ngs up Report of Committee on Loan. iii. 16. 
On ditto, iii. 132. Reſolutions moved, ili. 143. 148, 158, 215. Refolutions as 
they paſſed, iii. 216. On Slave Trade, iii. 95, 346, 408 On State of the 
Nation, iii. 116. On Hamburgh Bills, iii. 248, High Price of Corn, iii. 263, 
265. On Barra. ks, iv. 40. On Negroes, iv. 74, moves for copies of the ſeveral 
acts paſſed by different colonial aſſembles relative to reguwiation &c. of Slaves, 
iv. 77. On Report of Budget, iv. 131. On Hat Tax, iv. 237. On Welt 
India Expedition, iv. 262. 
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Solicitor General, (Sir John Mitſord) on Seditious Meeting Bill, i. 30, $215 
3x7, 114. On Breach of Privilege, i. 434. ii. 813. On Treaſon Bill, ii. 90. 
On Hamburgh Bills, iii, 218. On Succeſſion Bill, iii. 272, 498. On Game 
Laws, iv. 328, On Motion for expulſion of Colonel Cawthorne, iv, 3 30. On 
Alie 1 Bll, iv. 357. On real Eſtate Succeſſion Bill, iv. 371, 418. 

Smith, My. R. on Quakers Relief Bill, iv. 578. 

Speaker, the, _ ice Admiral Hotham's Letter on receiving thanks of the 
Houſe, i. 103. Thanks to Lord Bridport, 1. 104. On Order, ii. 77. On Pri- 
vilege, ii. 518. Recommends ſpecial entry on the Journals of alive fir agree - 
ing to Lords Amendment in Seditious Meeting Bill, ii. 519. Acquaints the 
Houſe that he has received a letter from Vice Admiral Cornwallis which is read, 
iii. 1. Alſo from Rear Admiral Harvey, (Letter read) iii, 2. On Order on 
Wet Lock Bill, i. 468, 469. States that perſon appointed had completed an 
Index to the eleven laſt votames of Journals, iv. 189. On Curates Relief Bill, 
ive 348, 360, 364. On Quakers Relief Bill, iv. 578. | | 

Speed, Mr. cant attend Call of the Houſe becauſe arreſted in Iſle of Man, 
Complaint of it as Breach of Privilege, ii. 516. 

Spencer, Earl, on King's Speech, i. 82, 86, 94. Moves Thanks to Lord 

idport, i. 122. Lo Vice Admiral Cornwallis, i. 123. On Mr. Reeves's 
Fanphlet, ii. 125. On the Seditious Meeting Bill, ii. 322. On Bedford Pe- 
tition, ii. 386. On Meſſage relative to foreign troops landed, ii. 387. On con- 
du of Adminiftration, iv. 319, 321. On Earl of Guildford's Motion for 
change of Syitem, iv. 463. 

Stanley, Mr. on Seditious Meeting Bill, i. 277, 225, 235. it. 45, 117. On 
Petition from Mancheſter reſpecting Treaſon and Seditious Feeting Bill, i. 402, 
On the Libel (Thoughts on Government) i. 430. ii. 28. On Treaſon Bill, ii. 
90. Preſents petition from Lancaſter relative to Diſtillery, ii, 403. Counter 
Petition from Mancheſter, ii. 517. On Bread, ii. 656; 

Steel, Mr. on Army Extraordinaries, ii. 223. On the Loan, iii. 187. On 
Hamburgh Bills, iii. 245. On State of the Nation, iii, 381, 392. On Barracks, 
iv. 45, 46, 147, 150. On Army Extraordinaries, iv. 209. On Motion for Im- 
peachment of Miniſters; iv. 471. | 

Stewart My. ſeconds Addreſs on King's Speeeh, li. 9. 

Stephens, Sir Philip, on Longitude, iv. 136, 328, 415, 

Step ford Lord Viſcount, delivers King's Anſwer to Addreſs, 1; 101. 

Sturt, Mr. preſents Petition from London Correſponding Society, i. 40g, 
419. On Breach of Privilege on the author of Thoughts oa Goverument, :. 
423. 

Suffolk Petition, preſented, i. 43. 

Suffolk, Earl of, on Vote of Credit, iii. 301. 

Sumner Mr. on Culture of Potatoes, iii. 229. On Veterinary College iv. 
* 357» p 
8 Suiton, Sir Richard, on Calden Canal Bill, iii. 512. On Game Laws, iv, 
328. On Dog Tax, iv. 219. . 

Sydney, Lord Viſcount, on Mr. Burke, ii. 94, 96. On Lincoln Petition, ii. 
294. On Metlage relative to Negociation, ii. 391.. On Shadwell's Divorce 
Tall, iii. 396. On Collateral Succeſſion Bill, iv, 88. On Change of Syttem, 
{ Earl of Guildford's Motion, iv. 443. | 


T. 


Tax on Legacies, copy of the Bill, Appendix, vol. iii. 3 to 30. 

Taxes, ii. 450. : 

Tarleton General, on Addreſs on Kirg's Speech, i. 18. On Army Eftimates, 
i. 220. 392, 396, 339! it» 134, 139, 141. OnSeditious Meeting Bill, i. 232, 
299. On Order, 1. 299. On Returns of Land Forces, i. 388. On Petition 
from 1 ondon orreſponding ociety, 1. 421. On Army Extraordinaries, ji. 
216,217, 224. iv. 415, On | reaſon Bill, ii 407. On Tobacco 1 ax, ii. 288, 

16. On Barracks, iii. 7. On dlave | rade, ui , 82, 297, 345, 409 On 

igh Price of Corn, iii. 263, 271. BG for copy of M. Sombricul's Letter, 
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iv. 83, 85. Slave Carrying Bill, iv. 224, 577- On Weſt Indies, iv, 263. On 
Motion for Expulſion of Colonel Cawthorne, iv. 349. On Sardinian Subficy, 
iv. 351. On Veterinary College, iv, 357. "I 

Taylor, Mr. M. A. on Breach of Privilepe, i. 437. Petition from Poole, iz. 
101. On Army Fxtraordinaries, ii. 216, Un Barracks, iv. 26. 

Thanks to Lord Bridport, Sir Alan Gardner, Lord Seymour, Officers, Seamen, 
Kc. i. 122, 102. 

Thomas Mr. Petition from Chicheſter, ii. 101. 

| Thornton, Mr Henry, on Scarcity, i. 264. Preſents Petition from Colcheſter 
againſt the Bills, i, 498, From Southwark, ii, 107. On Apothecaries Petition, 
Mi, 344. 

7 bor nton, Mr S. on Wet Dock Bill, iii. 464. 

Thornton, Mr. R. on Budget, ii. 282. 

Thurlow, Loyd, on Treaſon Bill, i. 43, 160. In Committee on the Bill, i. 
206, On Seditious Meeting Bill, ii. 322, 480, 483. On Ditto in Committee, 
ii. 447, 448. On Agreement and Reſolution on reduced conſumption of wheat 

in private families, ii. 459, 460. On Vote of Credit Bill, iii 401, 302. On 


- Game Laws, iii, 337, 338. On Shadwells Divorce Bill, iii. 339, 342, 396, 


397. Oppoles Motion on Report of Committee on Lord 1 emple's Marriage 
Bills, iii. 374. Debtor and Creditor Bill, iv. 216. 

Townſend Marquis, on King's Speech, i. 79, 89. On Treaſon Bill, i. 163, 
165. On Game Laws. iii. 337. | 

Treaſon Bill, vol. i. 127, 140, 453. Copy of it, i. 261, ii. 434. 

Treaty of Amity, Commerce, and Navigation with America, „ ppendix, vol. i. 
15, Of Defenſive Alliance with Ruſſia, Appendix vol. i. 33. Of Defenſive 
Alliance with Emperor of Germany, Appendix vol. i. 41. 

Turner, Sir Gregory Page, on Budget, ii. 279. On Motion to have Mr. 
Reeves Pamphlet burnt, ii. 515. On State of the Nation, iii. 381, 386. On 
Dog ax, iv. 10. 

Tyrconnel Lord, on Mr, Cawthornes's Court Martial, iv. 15. Moves to poſt- 
pont conſideration of the proceedings to Monday 2d of May, iv. 192. 


V. 


Vanſittart Mr. On Petitions, i. 497. On Bill to enable Juſtices to regulate 
Price of Labour, iii. 37, 43. Bill for anatomizing Burglarers, iii 404. : 

Votes of Parliament, leave given to bring in a Bill for more eaſy conveyance of, 
Us ZI4. 

Fyrer, Mr. preſents Petition from I hirſk againſt the two Bills, ii. 2 35. 

None: Sir William, on relief of the Poor, 417. 488. 

Yorke, Mr. on the Maroon War in Jamaica, ii. 156, On Order, iii. 246. 


W. 


Wallace, Mr. on the Bills, i. 506. On Game Laws, iii, 405. 

Walfingham, Lord, ſeconds Addreſs on King's Speech, i. 56, Brings up the 
Beport on Bill to enable Lord Temple to marry Lady Eliza Brydges, iii. 353- 
On Shadwell's Divorce Ei!l, iii. 397. : 

Weftern, Mr. on Treaſon Bill, ii, 408. : 

Weſtmoreland Earl of, on outrage to the King, i. 4. On Seditious Meeting 
Eill, ü. 310. : 

Wickbam, Mr. his notification to Mr. Barthelemy at Baſle reſpecting negotia« 
tion, Appendix vol, iv. 4. f 

Wigley, Mr. On Bread, ii 66. Preſents Petition from Apothecaties againſt 
unqualified Perſons ſelling Medicines, &c. iii. 149. On Bill to enable Courts of 

uſtice to grant cofts, iii 150. Defence of Colonel Cawtherve, iv. 343- : 

Wilberforce Mr. on Seditious Meeting Bill, i. 183, 232. ii. 44. On ( orn, i. 
380, iii. 262. On Outrage to his Majeſty, i. 416. On Breach of Privile;e 

(Thoughts on Government) i. 451. ii. 23. $15. On Treafon Bill, i. 460- 


Preſents Petition from Leeds, i. 4y8. On Sheriff of York, it, 39. — 
Sms 


> GENERAL INDEX, 


' * 
Counter Petition ſtom Vork in favour of Bills, ii. 226. On his Majeſty's 
Meſſage relative to Negotiation, ii. 349. On Report of Corn Committee, il. 453. 
On Slave Trade, ii. 520, ili. 7, 19, 77, 105, 125, 296, 297, 344, 349, 407, bx 
515. iv. 224, 523, 577, 533, 584. On Horſe Duty, ii. 555, 565. On Weſt. 
minſter Police Bill, iii. 119. On Game Laws, i i. 334- On Apothecaries Petition, 
iii, 344. On Dog Tax, iv. 9, On Quakers Relief Bill, iv, 222. Curates 
Maintenance Bill, iv. 461, 

Windbam, My. (vide Secretary at War) 

Wilmot, My. on Petitions againft the Bills, i. 496. 

Wilton, Lord Grey de, Preſents Mancheſter Petition, ii. 445, 446. 

— — examined on outrage on the King, i. 6 

Whitbread, Mr. on Labourers in Huſbandry, vol. i. 370. On Petition from 
London Correſponding Society, i. 418. On Pelief of the Poor, 487, 488. On 
the two Bills, i. 508. On Army Extraordinaries, ii, 218, 225. Brings up Bill to 
enable Juſtices to regulate the price ol Labour, ii, 339, 340, 343+ iii. 26, 39, 43, 
125. 
— Mi. preſents a Petition from Body of Merchants in favour of Wet 
Dock Bill, iii. 343. 

Wyndbam, Mr. Charles, on Breach of Privilege, i. 426. 
” Wynne, Sir Watkin William, preſents Petition from Wrexham diſapproving of 
Bills, ii. 235. Withdraws it, 235. 


V. 


Young, Sir William, notice of Poor Relief Bill, i. 487, 488. Moves for leave 
to bring in Bill to amend gth of Geo, I. relative to Poor in their own Hoſes, ii. 
49s 103, 214, 343. On Seditious Meeting Bl, ii. 43- On Treaſonable Bill, ii, 
$7, 90. On Taxes, ii. 283, On Motion to have Mr. Reeves's Pamphlet burnt, 
ii. 511. On Petition of Merchants relative to Wet Docks, iii. 10, It, 461, iv, 
$71. On Slave Trade, iii, 83, 297, 410,416.” On Dr. John Hunter's Muſeum. 
111.226, 2238, On Negroes, iv. 69. On Pewter Pot Bill, iv. 161. On Weſt» 


minſter Police Bill, iv. 207, 
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